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Transactions 

of 

The Royal Society of South Australia (Incorporated) 

VOL. XLVn. 


ON AUSTRALIAN STAPHYLINIDAE (COLEOPTERA). 

By Arthur M. Lea, F.E.S., Museum Entomologist. 

[Read November 9, 1922.] 

The family Staphylinidac, in actual numbers, is probably, in Australia, 
second only to the Curculionidac (if not actually in excess of it), but has been 
more neglected than any other of the large ones. Thus in Masters^ Catalogue 
only 278 species, out of a total of 7,201, are recorded. In SharpCatalogue of 
the British Coleoptera, of a total of 3,193 si>ecies, 760 are Staphylinidac, these 
being in excess of the Curculionidac. Even now less than 1,000 .species are 
l:nown from Australia, a number certainly far short of that which occurs in 
Queensland alone. 

My present purpose is not to revise the family, but to give a list of all the 
.s|>ecics previousl> recorded from Australia, with their distribution, notes on 
various species, and descriptions of new ones. 

Masters’ Catalogue of Australian Coleoptera was published when com¬ 
paratively few species of the family were recorded from Australia, and many 
of those there noted have been generically transferred. In Junk's Colcopterorum 
Catalogus, Benihauer and Schubert are now dealing with the Staphylinidac of 
the world, and to save space it was considered necessary only to refer to the pages 
of that Catalogue in which our genera are recorded. Our main geographical 
districts are recorded by initials as follows:—Q. (Queensland), N.S.W, (New 
South Wales), V. (Victoria), Tas. (Tasmania), S.A. (South Australia), W.A. 
(Western Australia), N.W.A. (North-western Australia), N.T. (Northern Ter¬ 
ritory), and C.A. (Central Australia). Synonymy of introduced species has 
usually l)een omitted. 

No family of beetles may be more readily identified; the long abdomen, 
usually with seven conspicuous segments, short elytra, at most covering the base 
of the abdomen, and general appearance being at once distinctive. Most of the 
species arc small and obscurely coloured and so seldom have an attractive appear¬ 
ance, even when properly “set.’* To see the abdomen clearly specimens should 
he mounted, when fresh, with all the segments fully exposed; this was seldom 
done with the specimens sent to me, and in general is neglected; the result is that 
the segments become more or jess telescoped, and no dependence is to be placed 
upon their apparent size; the* apparent shapes of the under parts also vary in 
appearance with the positions of the legs. It is often essential to examine the 
palpi, necessitating their dissection for examination under the microscope. The 
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mandibles are usually clenched, but arc easily relaxed in water, although, when 
thin, they are often broken on being forced open. A greater variation in the 
apijarent numbers of tarsal joints occurs in the family than in any other, and 
owing to the density of their clothing it is frequently difficult to be Wre of their 
numbers. The male usually has one or more segments of the abdomen triangu¬ 
larly notched on the under-surface, and its head is often larger than that of the 
female. 

MacleayO’ was the first to name any considerable munber of Australian 
species, when dealing with the insects of Gayndah; many of his types were re¬ 
described by Olliff. 

Fauvclf*> was the first to revise the Australian species as a whole, but 
included with them those of Polynesia. He also had a paper dealing with the 
Staphylinidae of Molucca and New Guinea, in which many of our species were 
described, although not then known from Australia. Many of his types passed 
to the British Museum from Sharp’s collection. 

Olliff commenced a revision of the family in 1886, and three parts were 
published; most of his types are in the Australian and Macleay Museums, but 
a few passed from the Simson collection into the South Australian Museum. 

Blackburn often dealt with species of the family in his papers in the Trans¬ 
actions of the Ro}rai Society of South Australia, and the Proceedings of the 
Linnean Society of New South Wales. Some of his specimens were identified 
by Sharp. His types are mostly in the British Museum, but a few are in the 
South Australian and National Museums. 

Bemhauer'^> dealt with the Staphylinidae taken in Western Australia by 
Michaelsen and Hartmeyer; and by MjobergW in Queensland and other parts of 
Australia. 

I have also previously dealt with members of the family in the I'ransactions of 
the Royal Society of South Australia, Proceedings of the Linnean Society of 
New South Wales, Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria, and Records 
of the South Australian Museum. 

In addition to the works previously quoted I have, amongst others, consulted 
the following authors, whose works will be found useful to students of the 
family:— 

Guneron. New Species of Staphylinidae from Singapore; in Transactions 
of the Entomolo^cal Society of London, 1920. 

Erichson. Genera et Species Staphylinorum. 

Fenyes. Aleocharinae, in Wytsman’s Genera Insectorum, fasc. 173. 

Lacordaire. Genera des Coleopteres, ii. 

Leconte and Horn. Qassification of the Coleoptera of North America. 

Kraatz. Insecten Deutschlands, ii. 

Sharp. Biologia Centrali Americana, i. (2). 

Although Cameron expressly states that "The characters in the tables do not 
necessarily apply to the species not found in Singapore," his tables will be found 
very useful to anyone dealing with species from tropical parts of Australia. 

Some of Macleay’s descriptions are certainly poor, but his types are fortun¬ 
ately available for examination in the Australian Museum. Fauvel, although he 
sharply criticised Macleay’s work, often published no better descriptions himself, 
a^hey are frequently little more than comparisons with ex-Australian species, 

(•> Macleay, Tran*. Ent. Soc. N.S. Waka, ii. 

(*) Faurel, Ann. Mas. Civ. Gen., 1877 and 1878. 

<« Fauvel, Lx., 1(^8. 

W Olliff,- Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1886 and 1887. 

(»> Bernhaucr, Die Fauna Sudwest Australtens, Jena, 1908. 

W Bernhaucr, Arkiv. For Zoologi, 1916 and IB20. 
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colour often not being mentioned. Some years ago, realizing this difficulty, and 
also that many species were liable to be introduced to Australia in ships, I com¬ 
menced the formation of an European collection of the family; these specimens, 
together with those owned by the late Rev. T. Blackburn, by the late Mr. Aug. 
Simson, and some from other sources, are now in the South Australian Museum, 
and have proved of great assistance. 

I have examined all of the Australian types of Macleay and Olliff, and many 
of Blackburn's; also many cotypes of Blackburn awl Fauvel, and of species 
identified by them. Some of the specimens collected in Australia by Mjoberg 
and identified or named by Bemhauer, were received from the Stockholm 
Museum; some years ago I also saw a few specimens belonging to the Western 
Australian Museum, taken by Michaelscn and Hartmeyer, and identified by 
Bernhauer. So that with few exceptions authentic specimens of most of the 
previously named species have been examined. To Mr. G. J. Arrow I am par¬ 
ticularly indebted for the examination of some of Fauvel's cotypes, belonging 
to the British Museum, these enabling synonymy to be confidently noted that 
in several cases might otherwise have been dubious, or overlooked. The 
examination of long series of many species has also enabled notes on variation 
and synonymy to be made, and to extend the known ranges of many species. 
Specimens were received from the British, Queensland, Australian, Macleay, 
and National Museums; from Drs. M. Cameron and E. W. Ferguson, and 
from Messrs. E. Allen, H. J, Carter, J. Clark, H. W. Davey, A. H. Elston, 
E. Fischer, J. C. Goudie, H. H. D. Griffith, R. F. Kemp, C. Oke, and F. E. 
Wilson. 

The numbers of species and specimens of the family that may be obtained 
by sieving a few square yards of fallen leaves in gulleys and other damp places 
is amazing. Mosses and tussocks often shelter them in abundance, and some 
curious wingless, slow-moving species have only been taken from mosses. More 
species of the family are to be taken from nests of ants, than of all other kinds 
of beetles, and some of the inquilines have very curious habits, as well as 
being structurally abnormal. Others arc to be taken under bark, under seaweeds, 
and other beach debris. During floods they may often be seen in countless 
thousands. At dusk on warm days they may often be seen flying in great 
numbers, their bodies held at alK)ut 45 degs. from the ground-line, and their 
elytra held parallel with it. Curious slow-moving species are to be taken in 
brown cores in pipes of trees. Considerable numbers of thin-and minute, 
subterranean, blind species have been taken in Europe by very careful special 
methods, but in Australia the only blind species known, Typhlohledius cylin- 
dricHS, and Tripcctcnopus caccus, are fairly large, although of each only'one 
specimen is known. Of one curious species, Cryptomniatus jansoni, several 
specimens have been taken in Tasmania, from the anal region of bush rats. A 
few species frequent flowers, and in the tropics many are arboreal. Many 
are attracted to lights. 

In general the species may be regarded as scavengers, feeding on decaying 
animal and vegetable substances. In parts of the world where large animals 
are abunefant, dunj[-frequenting species arc far more numerous than in Australia. 
Many have been introduced M over the world, in commerce; they are readily 
transported in hay and straw; dung-frequenting species frequently travel in 
ships with horses, cattle, and other animals. 

^ Subfamily PAEDERIDES. 

This subfamily, although not the largest, contains perhaps a greater number 
of interesting speaes than any other of the family. A few species of the typical 
genus Paed^s are abundant and widely distributed, but most of them are rare. 
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PiNOPHiLUS, Gray., Cat., p. 1919. 

In all the specimens of this genus examined by me the mandibles were 
clenched, so that it was impossible to decide as to whether they were dentate or 
not, and this appears to have been the case with (at least) most of the Australian 
specimens that have been made into types. On placing the specimens in water 
for about an hour, however, they may be softened so as to allow the mandibles 
to be opened, and it will then be seen that by them the Australian species of the 
genus may be divided into four groups, as follows:— 

i. Mandibles unarmed, 

LATEBRICOLA, Blackb. MAJOR^ Lea. PUNCTIFRONS, Lca. RUKITARSIS, 
Fvl. TKAPEZUS, Fvl. 

2 , Each mandible unfit a small, acute, subbasal looth, 

APTERUS, l-^ea. AUSTRALIS, Hat. (on this species the subbasal tooth is so 
small that it could be easily overlooked), masters!, Mad. 

Each mandible with an acute submedian tooth. 

MACLEAYl, Duv. RUBRIPENNXS, Fvl. 

4 . Each mandible with an acutely bicuspidate submedian tooth. 

aenejventris, Fvl. QUADRATicoLLis. Lea. SEMIOPACUS, Lea. 

Of the species not noted above:— 

cuRTicoRNis, Fvl. Is probably allied to P. rubrtpennis, and so may belong 
to the third group; its mandibles were not even mentioned in the otigirtal 
description. 

GRANDiCEPS, Macl. Is allied to P, trapesus, and probably has unarmed 
mandibles. 

MARtii.vELLUs, Fvl. Some specimens commented upon a.s probably belong¬ 
ing to this species have curious mandibles, figured for comparsion with those 
of the numbered groups. 

Despite the variation in the mandibles the Australian species have a 
strong general resemblance, and all appear to be congeneric. Sharp, 
however,says: “The genus Aracocerus, Nordm/*^ is ascribed to Pino- 
philus as a synonym by Erichson and others, but this is a mistake, 
as Araeocerus is well distinguished by the edentate mandibles.** So 
that apparently he would refer all the species of the first group to Araeocerus. 
Erichson^®) says, **Mandibulae . . . medio dente valido truncato/* a char¬ 
acter which, if insisted upon, would exclude all the Australian species here 
dealt with, with the possibk exception of P. marginellus; as the only specimens 
I have seen to which it would apply are some of the third group from which 
the tips of the bicuspidate tooth have been broken. Lacordaire,^^®> who also 
included Araeocerus as a synonym, says, *^Mandibules . . . fortement 
unideniees en dedans/* which would exclude all those of the first and fourth 
groups. Fauvel, without comment, referred species to the first, third, and fourth 
groups. 


Sharp, Biol, Cent. Atner., 1. (Part 2), p. 620. 

(^)Araecerus of the Anthribidae was by Schonherr in 1826, and altered by Gem- 
miiiffer and Harold, in 1872, to Araeocerus, despite the fact that Nordmann had, in 1837, used 
the latter form for a genus of Staphylmidae. 

W Erichson, Gen. ct Spec. Staph., p. 669. 

X^ordaire, Geo. des Coleopt., it., p. 102. 
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AENEIVENTRIS, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., V., 
S.A., N.W,A., N.T. 

AUSTRALIS, Gcmm. ct Har. N.S.W. 

opacus, Redt. 

CUKTICORNIS, Fvl. Q. 

GRANDICEPS, Macl. Q., V. 
LATEBRicoLA, Blackb. S.A., V., r.A. 
MACLEAYI, Duv. Q., N.S.W.. V., 
N.T. 

brevis, Mad., n. pr. 


MARGINELLUS, Fvl. Q., V., S.A., 
N.W.A. 

MASTERS!, Mad. Q., N.W.A. 
QUADRATicoLLis, Lea. N.S.W., 
N.W.A.. N.T. 

RUBRIPEKNIS, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., 
N.W.A. 
jejunus. Lea. 

RUFiTARSis, Fvl. V., las., S.A. 
TKAPEZUS, Fvl. N.S.W., V., S.A., 
C.A. 


PiNOPHILUS AENEIVENTRIS, Fvl. 

A spedmen from Oenpelli (Northern Territory) in the National Museum 
appears to belong to this specie.s, but has the legs much darker than on t)^ical 
specimens (almost black, except that the tarsi are paler) ; another specimen, 
probably immature, from the same locality is entirely of a dingy (but not 
uniform) castaneous-brown; an almost identical specimen, but even paler, is in 
Mr. Carter’s collection, from Cooktown. A specimen from North-western Aus¬ 
tralia appears to belong to the species, but differs from several, from Victoria 
and SotUh Australia, in having the punctures of the prothorax and elytra denser 
and the legs darker (although not black). On its right mandible the median 
tooth is acutely bicuspidate, on the left one less conspicuously so; and they 
similarly vary on all those whose mandibles I have forced out for examination. 

PlNOPHILUS MARGINELLUS, Fvl. Fig. 3. 

Two specimens from Queensland (Cairns and Brisbane) agree so well in 
colour and in most details with the description (and characters given in the 
table) of this species that I am averse from regarding them as new; they differ 
from the description, however, in having the prothorax transverse (about one- 
fifth wider than long), and with the apical joint of the antennae subtriangularly 
pointed. The type was from Melbourne, but so many species of the genus are 
widely distributed that the great distances apart from which the specimens 
were taken .should hardly be considered. Each mandible near the middle is 
dilated, and then evenly continued to the basal enlargement, so that from some 
directions it appears dentate. 

PlNOPHir.US TRAPEZUS, Fvl. 

A specimen from Yackandandah (Victoria), in Mr. Davey’s collection, 
differs from typical ones of this species in being of a dingy castaneous-brown, 
except that the abdomen is darker. Of the mandibles of this species Fauvel 
only mentioned their colour. On two specimens identified by Blackburn as 
belonging to the species the mandibles are long, curved, and simple. 

PlNOPlIlLUS RUBRIPENNIS, Fvl. Fig. 4. 

P. jejunus, Lea. 

This species varies in the colour of the abdomen from entirely dull reddish- 
brown or black to black, with the two apical segments and the tips of all the 
others reddish, the head varies from a dingy-brown to black, and the legs, from 
almost the same shade of colour as the elytra, to pale flavous. The type of 
P, tubripennis was from New South Wales, of P. jejunus from North-western 
Australia, but the species also occurs in Queensland. 

PlNOPHILUS MACLEAYI, Duv. 

A specimen from Broadmeadows (Victoria) in Mr. Oke's collection, has 
the head and prothorax of a rather dark castaneous, the elytra darker and the 
abdomen almost black, except that its tip and sides are obscurely paler. 



6 


PiNOPniLus LATEBWCOLA, Blackb. 

Three ^cimens from Coburg (Victoria) possibly belong to this species, 
but they differ from typical ones in having the jaws about one-fourth longer 
and less suddenly departing from the general curvature at the inner base. With 
the jaws clenched the differences could not be noted, but when open they are 
at once evident; they are not sexual, as a male of each form has been compared. 

Pinopbiltis major, n. sp. Fig. 5. 

• Black; mouth parts, antennae, palpi, and tarsi reddish. Rather densely 
clothed with short, subdepressed, ashen pubescence; a few hairs on head and 
numerous ones about apex of abdomen. 

Head strongly transverse; with crowded and not very large but sharply- 
dehned punctures, becoming sparser, but still fairly numerous in front of a 
semicircular, shining line connecting the antennary tubercles. Mandibles long, 
thin, curved, and simple. Antennae long and very thin. Prolhorax scarcely 
as long as the greatest width, hind angles stroi^ly rounded off, front ones almost 
square, apex truncated except for a slight incurvature towards each side; with 
crowded punctures, much as on base of head; median line represented by a 
feeble remnant near base. Elytra very little longer than prothurax and scarcely 
as wide as its apex, very little longer than wide; punctures somewhat denser 
and more angular than on prothorax, and in places partly transversely confluent. 
Abdomen with crowded, suboblong punctures at base oi most of the segments, 
becoming smaller and less crowded posteriorly, apex of apparent sixth segment 
triangularly notched on under-surface. Front femora very stout and obtusely 
dentate, four basal joints of front tarsi forming a very wide pad. Length, 
20-25 mm. 

Hob .—New South Wales: Darling River, in flood debris (R. Helms); 
North-western Australia (Dr. A. M. Morgan). 

The largest species as yet recorded from Australia, from P. australis, the 
next in size, the present species differs in having the mandibles quite simple, 
the legs darker, elytra longer, and body winged. On close examination a few 
minute punctures may be seen scattered amongst the larger ones on the front 
part of the head. On the type two basal joints of the antennae are partly black, 
the front tarsi are much paler than the others, the knees and tip of abdomen 
are obscurely reddish. The specimen from North-western Australia has the 
front legs entirely reddish, and the others with only part of the femora 
infuscated. 

Pinophilus punctifroiM, n. sp. 

(S. Black; antennae (most of the joints partly infuscated), palpi and 
tarsi more or less reddish. Rather densely clothed with dark pul^scence, 
sparser on head (parts of which are glabrous) than elsewhere; in addition with 
rather long hairs scattered about, and becoming numerous on apex of abdomen. 

Head strongly transverse, hind angles moderately rounded off; punctures 
of moderate size, sharply defined and irregularly distributed. Mandibles long, 
thin, curved, and simple. Antennae long and very thin, all the joints much 
longer than wide. Prothorax about as long as the apical width, apex (except 
for a feeble incurvature towards each side) truncate, sides gently rounded but 
hind angles strongly rounded; punctures much as on base of head; median line 
distinct only near base. Elytra about once and one-third the length of pro¬ 
lhorax and very little wider than its apex; punctures rather more crowded, 
but scarcely larger. Abdomen with crowded angular, more or less confluent 
punctures at the base of most segments, becoming smaller posteriorly on each, 
apparent sixth segment triangularly notched at apex on under-surface. Legs 
not very lonj^; front femora very stout, with a rid^ ending as an obtuse tooth; 
front tarsi with four basal joints dilated to form a wide pad. Length, 19 him. 
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9 . Differs in having the abdomen not notched and its tip obscurely reddish. 

Hab ,—New South Wales: Hay (A. M. Lea); Victoria: Murtoa. 

A large, shining, black species, with simple mandibles, readily distinguished 
from all others known to me (except P. marginellus, which has tips of the 
el)rtra red, and very different mandbles) by an even row of four large setiferous 
punctures across the front of the head; between these and the basal third (where 
they are crowded) the punctures are very sparse and subscriately arranged; 
on close examination minute punctures may be seen scaHered about. 

Pinophilua apterua, n. sp. Fig. 6. 

9. Pale castaneous, abdomen darker, antennae, palpi, and legs paler. 
Rather densely clothed with dark pubescence, .sparser on head than elsewhere, 
and with long hairs scattered about, becoming numerous on apex of abdomen. 

Head strongly transverse, hind angles strongly rounded; with fairly large 
and sharply-defined punctures, crowded about base, forming an irregular double 
semicircle between antennar}^ tul)erclcs, and an irregular row in front; with 
minute ones scattered about. Mandibles long, thin, curved, and with a small 
acute tooth near base. Antennae rather long and thin, all of the joints longer 
than wide, and evenly decreasing in length after the third. Prothorax slightly 
transverse, hind angles strongly rounded, the front ones moderately so, sides 
gently rounded, apex considerably wider than base and just perceptibly wider 
than head; with crowded punctures, distinctly smaller than on head, the inter¬ 
spaces with very minute ones; median line very feeble, but traceable almost 
throughout. Elytra transversely oblong, narrower and much shorter than pro¬ 
thorax; punctures slightly larger and more crowded than on prothorax. 
Abdomen with crowded punctures oft both surfaces. Front femora very stout, 
with a feeble, abruptly-terminated ridge; four basal joints of front tarsi forming 
a strongly-dilated pad. Length, 13 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Gosford (H. W. Cox). Unique. 

An unusually robust, apterous species with transverse elytra. I'he jaws, 
when clenched, appear to be simple, but on relaxation they are seen to have a 
minute acute tooth near the basal swelling, much as on P. mastersi, which is 
a much narrower species, with very different abdomen. Its nearest ally appears 
to be P. australis, but the head has a shorter space between the eyes and neck, 
the tooth on each mandible is slightly more advanced and acute, the prothorax 
is distinctly transverse, and the punctures arc slightly less dense. The type is 
almost certainly immature, but as it represents a very distinct species it was 
considered desirable to name it. 

Pinophilus aemiopacua, n. sp. Fig. 7. 

9- Black; antennae, palpi, and legs flavous, abdomen iridescent, its tip 
and the mandibles reddish; with rather dense black pubescence, and with 
numerous hairs scattered about. 

Head strongly transverse, base obtusely bilobed; with crowded punctures 
of several sorts. Eyes unusually large. Mandibles long, acute, and each armed 
whh a large, acutely bicus^idate median tooth. Antennae very thin, passing 
base of prothorax, aU the joints longer than wide, but decreasing in length after 
the third. Prothorax almut as long as apical width, hind angles strongly 
rounded, front ones almost square; with crowded punctures; median line 
feeble, but traceable almost throughout. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax 
and about tince and one-third as long, sides gently rounded, the angles rather 
strongly so; with crowded punctures, slightly larger than on prothorax, and 
many transversely or obliquely confluent. Abdomen with punctures scarcely 
smaller but somewhat shallower than on elytra, more crowded and confluent 
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about the bases of the segments than elsewhere. Front femora very stout, 
with a thm and rather abruptly terminated ridge; front tibiae strongly dilated 
from base to beyond the middle, and then unevenly excavated on one side to 
apex; front tarsi with four ba.sal joints inflated to form a very large pad. 
length, 16-17 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: South Johnstone River (H. W. Brown), Cairns (E. 
Allen). Type, I. 12^27. 

The bicuspidate tooth on each mandible associates this species with P. 
quadraticollis, and P. aeneiventris, from which it differs in being much larger; 
from the former it also differs in having the prothorax not shagreened, although 
with unusually dense punctures, antennae longer, and elytra uniformly coloured; 
from the latter it differs also in the much more crowded and less uniform 
punctures; the latter has the abdomen more brightly iridescent. The head, 
from a semicircular space connecting the antennary tubercles, is shining in front, 
and opaque behind, the opacity due to the dense crowding of punctures, which 
(except near the shining part) cannot be individually distinguished; on the 
shining part there are numerous fairly large ones, very numerous small ones, 
and still more numerous minute ones irregularly intermingled. The punctures 
on the prothorax, although densely crowded, are seldom confluent, so that they 
are nearly all sharply denned, they are smaller than the large ones on the head. 
From certain oblique directions the el)i:ra appear to be densely granulate. On 
both specimens the front femora and tibiae are, in parts, deeply infuscated. 
The front tarsal pad is unusually large, even for the genus, and its outer base 
is produced backwards to fit into a depression on the sides of the tibia; on 
aeneiventris it is somewhat smaller, but is otherwise similar. Where type 
numbers are given they are those of the South Australian Museum. 

pROCiRRUS, Latr., Cat., p. 197. 

ITie species here referred to this genus have the head rather small, with a 
long neck, the antennae thin, with all the joints longer than wide, apical joint 
of maxillary palpi long and acuminate, prothorax at least twice as long as 
wide, sides of abdomen practically immarginatc, four basal joints of front 
tarsi dilated and subquadrate, basal joint of middle ones much longer than the 
rest combined, hind ones with basal joint twice as long as the rest 
combined, and the fourth joint short, bilobed, and with a membranous flap. 
1 have seen but one ex-Australian species, but the characters given by Erichson,^”) 
I^cordaire,<“>, and Fauveiw seem conclusive. 

CASTELNAUI, Fvl. N.S.W., V., S.A. VICTORIAE, Fvl. N.S.W., V. 

PrOCIKRUS VICTORIAE, Fvl. 

The description of this species is but little more than a comparison with the 
ex-Australian P. lefevrei, but, such as it is, it agrees with three specimens before 
me, from Sydney and Melbourne, except that they are somewhat smaller— 
10-10.5 mm. 

Procimis dolichoderea, n. sp. Fig. 1. 

d. Black; elytra brick-red, antennae, palpi, and tarsi of a more or less 
dingy red, but in parts deeply infuscated. Clothed with short, depressed, ashen 
pubescence. 

Head moderately large, narrowed in front of eyes and rounded behind 
them, towards base greatly narrowed, and with a long thin neck; with dense 
and sharply-deflned punctures of moderate size. Mandibles long and acute. 


(U) Erichsou, Gen. et. Spec. Staph., p, 685. 

(IS) Lacordaire, Gen. Od., ii., pp. IflS, lOS. 

OS) Fauvel, Ann. Mus. Civ., Gm., 1878, p. 506. 
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about middle with a strong double tooth. Antennae thin, none of the joints 
transverse, first as long as second and third combined, eleventh almost as long 
as ninth and tenth combined. Prothorax about twice as long as wide, widest 
near apex, sides slightly incurved near base, front angles completely rounded 
off; with dense punctures much as on head, but becoming coarser near base. 
Elytra about the length of prothorax, but conspicuously wider, and slightly 
wider than head, angles rounded off; with dense and rather deep punctures, 
somewhat larger than on base of prothorax. Abdomen about half the total 
length, with crowded punctures; subapical segment feebly incurved at apex 
on under-surface, the apical one deeply notched. Legs long and thin, hind 
tibiae with a conspicuous projection near outer apex; front tarsi stout, four 
basal joints lopsided, fifth thin; middle and hind tarsi thin, the basal joint 
distinctly longer than the rest combined. Iu?ngth. 10-11 mm. 

Hab. —Victoria: Geelong and I^ortland (11. W. Davey). 

Close to the species I have identified, with some doubts, as P, vicioriae, 
but head narrower, antennae longer, and elytra entirely pale. At first glance 
the derm appears to be opaque, but this is entirely due to the short clothing. 
The neck, thin as it appears from above, appears much thinner from the sides; 
it has a thin ridge, and this may be traced as an impunctate line to half-way 
between the eyes. From above the abdomen appears to be immarginate, but 
on the sides feeble ridges may be seen towards the base of most of the segments. 
The punctures on the undcr-surface are much as on the elytra, except on the 
head, where they are more rugose, with tlie interspaces opaque or shagreened. 
I'he basal joint of the hind tarsi is almost twice as long as the rest combined. 

Procirrus opacus, n. sp. 

cf. Opaque piceous-brown, head and most of abdomen still darker. Basal 
half of antennae, maxillary palpi, mandibles and legs reddish, labial palpi, 
apical half of antennae and tarsi paler. Clothed with very short, depressed, ashen 
pube.scence. 

Head rather long, constricted in front of eyes, rounded behind them, and 
with a long and thin neck, a very thin ridge on basal half; with crowded 
and rather small but sharply-defined punctures. Mandibles long and acute, 
with a strong double tooth before the middle. Antennae long and thin, basal 
joint rather stout and almost as long as second and third combined, apical 
joint distinctly longer than tenth, median joints slightly shorter and thinner 
than the others. Prothorax fully twice as long as wide, sides widest in front, 
slightly incurved near base, front angles rounded off, a very narrow ridge on 
basal two-thirds; with crowded punctures, somewhat coarser than on head, 
especially at base. Elytra conspicuou.sly wider than prothorax, and about the 
same length; with somewhat similar punctures. Abdomen long; with crowded 
punctures; a short feeble ridge on most of the segments on each side represent¬ 
ing the margins, but the sixth with a narrow slit on each side; under-surface 
of subapical segment with an equilaterally triangular notch. Legs long and 
thin; hind tibiae with a projection near outer apex; front tarsi with four basal 
joints large and lopsided, hind tarsi very long, the basal joint more than twice 
as long as the others combined, middle tarsi shorter but somewhat similar to 
the hind ones. Length, 9-11 mm. 

/fab.—North-western Australia: Derby (Dr. A. M. Morgan), Fortescue 
River (W. D. Dodd). Type, I. 12656. 

In general close to P. dolichoderes, but the derm really opaque and not 
apparently so only; the elytra are of the same ding)" colour as the prothorax, 
this is less rounded in front and the legs and antennae are paler. The punctures 
cause the prothorax to appear densely and finely granulate. 
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Procimis antiquus, n. sp. 

6 - Opaque-black; antennae, palpi, mandibles, and legs more or less red¬ 
dish. Densely clothed with very short ashen pubescence. Length, 7.5 mm. 

Hab. —North-western Australia: Derby (W. D. Dodd). Type (unique), 

I. 12657. 

The dingy pubescence on the opaque derm give the whole insect a dingy, 
rusty appearance; the darker parts of the abdomen (except the tip) are entirely 
black, but the softer parts cause the tip of each segment to appear reddish. 
Structurally it is very close to the preceding species, but differs in being much 
smaller, black, the punctures on the head smaller and denser, and in consequence 
less sharply defined, the ridge on the prothorax shorter and less conspicuous, 
the notch on the abdomen much wider, and the slit on each side of the sixth 
segment very faint. From some directions the elytra and most of the prothorax 
appear multi-granulate. 

In forcing out the mandibles they w'cre unfortunately injured, but the parts 
that are visible are as on the preceding species. 

Procirrus femigineus, n. sp. 

$. Of a dingy rusty reddish-brown; mouth parts, antennae, palpi, elytra, 
and le|;s paler, head almost black. Densely clothed with short, ashen pubescence, 
becoming longer on tips of abdominal segments. 

Head rather small, moderately convex, hind angles strongly rounded off. 
with a short narrow neck; with crowded and rather small punctures. Mandibles 
long and acute, a strong tooth near the middle. Antennae rather short, first 
joint as long as second and third combined, second almost as long as third and 
fourth combined, fifth to ninth as long as wide, or feebly traipverse, t^th 
longer, eleventh still longer. Prothorax about twice as lonp; as wide, widest at 
apex, which is about the width of head, sides feebly diminishing in width 
posteriorly, all angles gently rounded off, with a faint median ridge on basal half; 
punctures crowded and slightly larger than on head. Elytra about as long as pro¬ 
thorax, and somewhat wider, shoulders rounded, sides thence parallel to near apex; 
with rather coarse crowded punctures. Abdomen more than half total length; 
with dense asperate punctures, becoming crowded at the base of each segment; 
sides immarginate. Legs not very long; front tarsi with four basal joints 
strongly dilated; middle tarsi scarcely as long as the front ones, the basal 
joint as long as the rest combined; hind tarsi slightly longer than the middle 
ones, the basal joint considerably longer than the others combined; hind tibiae 


EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 


Fir. 

1. Procirrtu doHchoderes, Lea. 

2. Macrodicax potens. Lea. 

3. Pinophilus marginrilus. Fid. Mandible. 

4. „ rubripennis, Fvi. Mandible. 

5. „ fMjor, Lea. Mandible. 

6. „ apferus, Lea. Mandible. 

7. „ gemiopacus. Lea, Mandible. 

8. Palaminug bivittipennis, heai. Mandible. 

9. Oediehirug cribncollis. Lea, Mandible. 

10. Paederug wilgoni. Lea. Mandible. 

11. Agtfnug nocHvagug, Lea, Mandible. 

12. „ maudibulorig, Lea. Mandible. 

13. „ numdibuktrig. Lea. Mandible. 

14. „ ambulang, L». Mandible. 

15. Medon lugubris, Lea. Mandible. 

16. „ lugubrig, Lea. Mandible. 

17. Lathrobium orihodoxum. Lea. Mandible. 


* ‘K* 

18. Lathrobium orthodoxum, Lea. Msmdibla. 

19. „ abdominale. Lea. Mandible. 

20. Hyperomnta globulifcrum. Lea. Mandible. 

21. ff oylMrtcum, Loi. Mandible. 

22. u labraU, Lea. Mandible. 

23. M bryophihm, Lea. Mandible. 

24. DoUcaon alaUiS, Lea. Mandible. 

25. ft atatus, Lea. Mandible. 

26. p, akUuSf Lea. Mandible. 

27. Cryptobium hophgastrumf Lea. Mandible. 

28. ft bicuspidaiumf Lea. Mandible. 

29. Aftinus pictinatui, Fvl. Tin of abdomen. 

30. Donune pectinedrix^ Lea. Front leg. 

31. Hyptfcmma ghbuliftrum, Lea. Part of 

month. 

32. Cryptobium hoplogastrum, Lea. Third 

segnhmt of abdmnen. 
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slightly dilated from base to near apex, the outer side then notched to apex. 
Length, 7.5 mm. 

Hab. —Victoria; Ararat (H. W. Davey). Unique. 

Differs from all other species here referred to Procirrus in having the neck 
more suddenly defined from the head, although not lo^er, and the middle and 
hind tarsi with the basal joint .shorter, although still of great comparative 
length. It is about the size of P. castelnaui. but is apparently a considerably 
paler insect; the description of that species, however, is but little more than a 
comparison with the ex-Australian P. saulcyi. The derm itself is somewhat 
shining, but owing to the clothing appears subopaque. Seen directly from 
above the black part of the head (excluding the neck) appears almost circular, 
but when viewed from behind it appears parallel-sided for some distance. The 
tooth on the left mandible (the only one visible on the type) is trunpted at 
the apex, but may have been damaged in manipulation. From some directions 
both prothorax and elytra appear to be closely granulate. 'J’he largest and mo.st 
sharply-defined punctures are on the metasternunt and under-surface of abdomen. 

There is a specimen of this species in the Australian Museum (K. 21538) 
from Singleton (New South Wales). 

Palaminus, Er., Cat., p. 198. 

In addition to the species here listed Blackburn has recorded two othep 
(P. novaeguineae, Fvl., and P. vitiensis, Fvl.) as Australian, but probably in 
error. 

AusTKACiAE, Fvl. Q., N..S.W., V., N.W.A., Lord Howe Island. 

malandattus, Bernh., Arkiv for Zool., xiii. (No. 8), p. 8. 

MACOLATus, Bcmh., l.c,, p. 9. Q., N.S.W. 

Pai-amtnus australiae, Fvl. 

Specimens of this species are before me from Queensland (C'airus, Mount 
Tamlumrine, and Goodna), New South Wales (Wollongong and Sydney), 
Victoria (Alf)s and Dividing Range), and Ixtrd Ilowe Island. I'he abdomen 
is more castaneous than the rest of the upper-surface, the elytra arc uniformly 
flavous, except that on some specimens parts adjacent to the suture are as dark 
as the abdomen; the size varies from 2.5 to 4,5 mm. The longitudinal elevation 
on the prothorax varies from a feeble subbasal tubercle to a moderately long 
Carina. It appears probable that malandanus was named from small specimens 
of the species. 

Palaminus maculatus, Bernh. 

On the typical form of this species the elytra are dark with the suture, 
tips, and .shoulders pale, but the dark parts vary in intensity, and on some speci¬ 
mens are reduced to a sutural blotch on the basal half (two such specimens were 
identified by Blackburn as P. novaeguineac). 

Palaminm bivittipennis, n. sp. Fig. 8. 

Castaneous, el)rtra black with castaneous markings, mouth parts, antennae, 
palpi, and legs castaneous. With fairly numerous golden setae, or hairs, longer 
and more numerous on abdomen than elsewhere. 

Head strongly transverse; with rather numerous, large, sharply-defined 
punctures. Eyes large, occupying most of the sides between antennae and base. 
Antennae long and thin, none of the joints transverse. Prothorax distinctly 
transverse, basal angles strongly rounded, sides increasing in width to apex, 

'to Blackburn, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., 1895, p. 204. 
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which is truncate; punctures much as on head. Elytra much wider than pro¬ 
thorax and about twice as long, sides gently rounded; punctures slightly larger, 
denser, and more angular than on prothorax. Abdomen long, four segments and 
base of another with characteristic sculpture of the genus; anal styles very long 
and thin. Front femora stout, obtusely dentate; front tibiae rather short, 
strongly dilated to apex, four basal joints of front tarsi large and lopsided; 
other legs rather long and thin. Length, 5-6 mm. 

Hub ,— Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection). Type, I. 12429. 

I'wo specimens are paler than the others, with the abdomen not much darker 
than the prothorax, on the others the abdomen (except the tips of the segments; 
is almost black, 'fhe darker specimens have the four basal joints of the front 
tarsi larger and more conspicuously lopside<l than on the others and are probably 
males; I have been unable to find any other characters that appear to be sexual, 
'rhe dark parts of the elytra vary in intensity, but in general may be considered 
as forming a dark U on each elytron (from each shoulder a pale vitta extends 
about to the middle on two specimens, almost to the apex on the others; the 
tips arc also narrowly pale). In the middle of the prothorax there is a slightly 
elevated subtubercular space that appears to be the remnant of a median carina. 
Of the four specimens before me two were identified with doubt, by Blackburn, 
as P, vitiensis, Fvl., but they do not agree with the description, as on one of 
them the head and prothorax are uniformly dark castancous, and on the other 
uniformly pale castaneous (the specimens before Fauvel had the protborax 
trivirgate), and there are other differences from the description. 


OKnicnikus, Er., Cat., p. 201. 


ANOERsoNi. Blackh. 

(iKNicui..\Trs, Lea 
GRANDis, Bernh. Arkiv. for Zook, 
xiii. (No. 8). p. 7. Q. 
INTRICATUS. Fvl. Q.. N.T, 


PAKOERoiDKs, M.ack Q.. N.S.W. 
KUBKICOLLIS, Fvl. N.S.W. 
TERMINALS. Lea. N.W.A., N.T 
TRICOLOR, Lea. Vic., 'fas. 


S.A., W.A. 
V. 


Oediciurus oRANDis, Hemh. 

A specimen, from Mount 'fambourine, agrees with the description of this 
species, except that it is smaller (5.5 mm.); but as .several sjiecies vary con¬ 
siderably in length, apart from po.st-mortem contractions, the difference in size 
is probably of no importance. 


Oedichirus cribricollis, n. sp. Fig. 0. 

9. Black; anfennae, palpi, and legs flavous, mandibles, labriim, and coxae 
with a slight tinge of red. Clothed with straggling, ashen vetae. 

Head small and (between labrum and base) tran.sverse; with numerous 
large punctures, sparser in middle than elsewhere. Eyes large, about oue-fourth 
longer than basal joint of antennae. Mandibles long and acute, with a rather 
small acute tooth about middle. Antennae thin, first joint almost as long as 
second and third combined, third slightly longer than second and slightly shorter 
than fourth. Prothorax slightly longer than greatest width, which is near apex, 
strongly rounded in front, behind the greatest width strongly obliquely nar¬ 
rowed to base; with irregular rows of very large punctures. Elytra small, 
sides strongly rounded; with rather numerous, large, deep punctures. Abdomen 
more than half the total length, most of the segments on the upper-surface 
with large oblong punctures, close together at base, then with round ones not so 
close together, and smaller ones about tips; on under-surface the punctures arc 
somewhat similar but more numerous; anal styles long and acute. Legs rather 
long and thin, hind tibiae subtriangularly dilated and notched near outer apex. 
Length, 10 mm. 
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Hob. —Queensland: Cairas (A. M. Lea). T 3 rpe (unique), I. 12615. 

In general ai^arance like a large specimen of O. grandis (the only other 
Australian species having the prothorax black), but with longer and thinner 
legs, knees very little darker than the adjacent parts, instead of con^icuously 
black, and elytra of different shape; on grandis they are distinctly wider than 
long, with the sides ^most eyenly rounded, although narrower at base, on the 
present species they are scarcely wider than long, and (with rounded outlines) 
increase in width from base afrnost to apex. All the punctures are large and 
sharply defined, but those on the prothorax arc largest of all. 

Oedichirua cribriventer, n. sp. 

d- Blackish; mouth parts, antennae, palpi, prothorax, and legs more 
or less fiavous. With long, straggling, ashen hairs. 

Head (excluding neck) transverse, with rather large and deep punctures. 
Mandibles long and acute, each with a rather small acute tooth about the middle. 
Antetmac thin, none of the joints transverse. Prothorax scarcely as long as 
the greatest width (almost at apex), sides strongly decreasing in width to 
base, with large and irregular punctures, crowded in places, but leaving a rather 
narrow and irregular median line. Els^tra small, sides rather strongly rounded, 
apex much wider than base; with large and rather dense punctures. Abdomen 
more than half the total length; with large and dense punctures, becoming 
oblong at the base of each segment on the upper-surface, and rather less so on 
under-surface; subapical segment with a shallow depression on under-surface, 
its tip with a small and wide triangular notch. Legs rather long and thin, hind 
tibiae subtriangularly dilated and notched near outer apex. I.>ength, 7.5 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Gladstone (A. M. Lea). Type (unique), I. 12616. 

Fairly clo.se to O. geniculatus, but head Mack, legs entirely pale, elytra not 
entirely pale and with rather more numerous punctures; O. rubricollis has less 
irregular punctures on prothorax, legs partly and eMra entirely dark, etc; 0. 
tricolor has red head and prothorax, etc.; structurally it is close to O. grandis, 
but prothorax, elytra, and legs are very differently coloured and the punctures 
are somewhat different. At first glance the elytra appear to be as dark as the 
abdomen, but on close examination the base, suture, and tips are seen to be 
obscurely reddish. 

Paedbkus, Fabr., Cat., p. 203. 

AOELAiDAE, Blackb. S.A. XOBBELBi, Blackb. Q., N.T. 

ANGULicoLLis, Macl.^"‘> Q., N.S.W., MEYKiCKi, Blackb.* W.A. 

V., Tas., S.A. mtipodum, Bemh. and Schub. 

tenuicornis, Fvl. erichsoni, Bemh., n. pr. 

AUSTRALIS, Gucr. Q., N.S.W., V., simsoni, Blackb. Tas., ^ng Island. 

Tas., S.A., N.W.A., N.T. sjOEsnmri, Bemh. (Pseudopae- 

cRUENTicoLus, Germ. Q., N.S.W., dsrnsj, Arkiv tor Zod,, xiii. 

V.. Tas., S.A., C.A. (No. 8). p. 9. Q. 

cingulatus, Mad. sparsvb, Fvl. N.S.W., S.A. 

FUsciPEs, Curt. Australia. Intro- tweibjensis, Blackb. Q., N.S.W., 
duced. N.T. 

Paederus tweedensis, Blackb. 

Of this species I wrote to Mr. G. J, Arrow: "Specimehs in my collection 
seem very close to the British and European P, fuscipss, Curt., differing only 

slightly in colour of lera. 1 would be ||ad if you would compare the type wim 

normal specimens of fnscipts (winch has hken recorded by ^mhauer as 

(UJ Incorrectly referred to as mgulatus in Pr«c, UiM. See. N.S. Wale*, 1904, p, 63. 
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occurring in Australia).” In reply he wrote: “I can see no difference of any 
importance.” 

Paederus MEYRiCKi^ Blackb. 

P. erichsoni, Bemh., n. pr. 

P. antipodum, Bemh. and Schub. 

The description of P. erichsoni agrees well with specimens of P. mcyricki, 
and a cotype from Berahauer in the Western Austr^dian Museum also agreed 
with them. As erichsoni was previously used in Paederus, in the catalogue by 
Bernhaucr and Schubert the name was changed to antipodum. 

Paederus apteromelas, n. sp. 

Black; elytra dark metallic-blue or green. Qothed with black pubescence, 
interspersed with erect black hairs. 

Head moderately long; with conspicuous irregular punctures. Eyes 
prominent. Antennae moderately long and thin, third joint slightly longer than 
rir.st, distinctly longer than fourth, and about twice the length of second, eleventh 
pointed and slightly longer than tenth. Prothorax slightly longer than its greatest 
width, which is near apex, front angles strongly rounded off, base truncate; 
punctures somewhat as on head. Elytra narrow at base, dilated to apex, where 
the width is slightly more than head across eyes; with crowded and rather 
large round punctures. Abdomen widest in middle; punctures rather den.se 
but partially concealed. Legs rather long and thin. Length, 6.5-7.5 mm. 

Hob .—^Western Australia: Swan River (J. Clark). Type, 1. 12041. 

An apterous species, structurally close to P. meyricki, but readily dis¬ 
tinguished from that, and from all other named Au.strulian species, by its black 
prothorax. Most of the seven specimens sent by Mr. Clark have parts of the 
under-surface of the basal joints of antennae obscurely reddish, and two also 
have parts of the prostemum obscurely reddish. 

Paederus stenopterua, n. sp. 

d. Black; mouth parts, basal joints of palpi, antennae (four or five 
median joints deeply infuscated), prothorax, four basal segments of abdomen, 
coxae, and base of femora more or less reddish or flavous, rest of legs moderately 
or deeply infliscated. Upper-surface with straggling black hairs, but very 
sparse on prothorax; elytra and abdomen with sparse inconspicuous 
pubescence. 

Head fairly large; with large irregularly-distributed punctures, almost 
absent from a median space from between eyes to clypeus. Antennae rather 
long, none of the joints transverse, third twice the length of second. Prothorax 
strongly convex, strongly rounded in front, where the greatest width is almost 
twice the width of base; with a few scattered punctures. Elytra slightly longer 
than prothorax, but considerably narrower than its greatest width, strongly 
narrowed at base; with large and somewhat crowded punctures. Abdomen 
slightly dilated posteriorly, sixth segment largest of all; with fairly large and 
dense punctures near base of segments; under-surface of subapical segment 
deeply notched. Legs long and thin. Length, 6.5 mm. 

.fToft.—Northem Queensland (Blackburn’s collection). Type, 1. 12613. 

An apterous species, with antennae coloured much as in the winged P. 
koebelei; of the other apterous species it differs in its partly pale.abdomen, legs, 
and antennae from P. meyrkki, P. sitnsoni, and P. abteromelas) P. sparsus is 
a considerably latter species, with entirely dark abdomen, etc. A female 

i South Johnstone River, H. W. Brown) that appears to belong to the species, 
tffers from the type in being larger (7 mm.), four basal segments of abdomen 
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less conspicuously paler than the others (althouf^ not black), the subapical 
segment not notched, and the elytra of a brij^ter blue. 

Paederus wilsoni, n. sp. Fig. 10. 

cf. Black; el)rtra blue or purplish-blue, mandibles and prothorax red, 
antennae (four or five median joints infuscated), palpi, and most of the legs 
fiavous. Upper-surface with long, straggling, black hairs. 

Head moderately large; with fairly large but sparse punctures. Mandibles 
with an acutely bicuspidate tooth about middle. Antennae long, none of the joints 
transverse, first and third of equal length, and each about twice the len^h of 
second. Prothorax large, strongly convex, sides strongly rounded and at widest 
slightly wider than head; with a few scattered punctures. Elytra small, slightly 
shorter than prothorax and distinctly narrower; with large irregularly-distributed 
punctures. Abdomen large; with a few distinct punctures; under-surface of 
subapical segment with a rather narrow parallel-sided notch almost to base. 
Legs rather long and thin, front femora stout. Length, 7-9 mm. 

9. DiflFers in having abdomen slightly wider posteriorly, subapical seg¬ 
ment not notched, and legs and antennae somewhat shorter. 

ffob. —Queensland: Blackall Range in October (F. E. Wilson), Mapleton 
in November (H. Hacker). Type, I. 12859. 

On several males the tibiae and tarsi are entirely pale, but not of a clear 
fiavous, as are the bases of the femora; but on most of them the tibiae, at 
least, are infuscated about the base. The elytral punctures are rather large 
and sparse, and so impressed that the space immediately behind most of them 
appears to be granulate. It is an apterous species, nearer to P. sparsus than 
any other wingless one, but the elytra are subgranulate, abdomen with more 
conspicuous margins, and antennae with only the middle dark; the anteniiae 
are coloured as on .some specimens of the winged P. koebelei. From the pre¬ 
ceding species it differs in having the elytra smaller, abdomen entirely polished 
black, and maxillary palpi entirely pale. 


DiBEtONETES, Sahib., Cat., p. 212. 

Sharp gives particulars as to how this genus may be distinguished from 
Sunius (equal Astenus), but it is doubtful if the Australian species now standing 
in it can be maintained as distinct from that genus. 

ANTiPOuuM, Bemh., Arkiv for Zool., mjoebekgi, Bemh., /.<•., p. 10. Q., 
xiii. (No. 8), p. 11. Q. S.A. 

BREVicoLLis, Lea (Sunius). Q., i»Ai,AiiOTKOPrcus, Bernh. Q.. N.T., 
N.S.W. Melville Island (? Introduced). 

queenslandicus, Bemh., l.c., p. 11. 


Dibeuinetes BREVICOLLIS, I.,ea. 

D. qusenslandicus, Bemh. 

A very variable species, occurring from Cairns in Queensland, to Dalmorton 
in New South Wales. 

Form 1. Pate reddish-flavous; dlytra, antennae, palpi, and legs still paler. 

Form 2. Darker than preceding form; head with one, prothorax with 
two vague infuscations; elytra with more or less numerous infuscated spots, 
sometimes sharply defined but not conjoined; upper-surface of abdomen in¬ 
fuscated on each segment near margin. The maprity of specimens belong to 
this fomi; on most of them the outer apical angles of the elytra, and a spot 
on each side of the suture, appear conspicuously fiavous from some directiems, 

CW Sharp, Biol. Centr. Amer., 1. (Part 2), 1886, p. 601. "" 
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so that the elytra appear to be of three colours: a rather dingy flavous-red or 
fern^nous, piceous, and black or brown. The type female is of this form. 

Form 3. The typical form of both brevicollis and queenslandicus, but a 
rather rare one. 

There arc many other forms before me, represented by but one or two 
.specimens, but they may be all recognized by the comparatively short prothorax, 
and small subgranular elevations on elytra. 

Dibelonetes MjOEBERui, Bemh. 

A somewhat variable species. The W on the elytra is usually sharply 
defined, but on three specimens is so faint as to be scarcely traceable; the 
infuscation of the sides of the prothorax is occasionally pronounced, but is 
usually feeble, or altogether ab.sent. 1 took fifteen specimens in the Cairns 
district, and one near Adelaide. 


D 1 BEL 0 NETE.S PALAEOTKOpreus, Bemh. 

I have not seen the description of this species,f^’^> but received from the 
Stockholm Museum two specimens taken by Mjoberg at Malanda and identified 
by Bemhauer. 'I'he species is a variable one. but may be recognized among.st 
the allies of Astenus by its greatly flattened and long head and prothorax, the 
head with a median line (infuscated or black), and the prothorax with a median 
line and a marginal one on each side (also infuscated or black). The elytra 
and abdomen have markings which vary in number and intensity. On two 
specimens the markings on the whole of the upper-surface are, however, very 
faint. Specimens under examination are from Cairns, Kuranda, and Melville 
Island. 

Astenus, .Steph., Cat., p. 213. 


(Sunius, Er., a s)monym, and Astenognathus, Reitt., a subgenus.) 


APiciKLAVUS, Lea (Stenus). N.S.W. 
AUSTRALicu.s, Bernh, W.A. 
cvuNDRicus, Mad. (Stenus). Q., 
N.S.W., V., W.A. 
var. australasiae, Fvl. 

FAVosus, Lea (Stenus). Q. 
GUTTULUS, ■ Fvl. (Stenus). Q., 
N.S.W.. V.. Tas., S.A., W.A.. 
Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands. 
HACKERi, Lea (Stenus). Q. 


iNDicus, Kr. (Subg. Astenognathus). 
Q., N.S.W., V.. Tas., S.A., 
W.A. (also Europe. Africa, and 
Asia). 

aequalis, Blackb, (Sunius). 
oculatus, Sharp (Sunius). 
podlidulus, Woll. 
panneeps, Kagusa. 

PECTiNATUs, Fvl. (Sunius). N.S.W. 
ROTUNDicoLLis, Macl. (Scopoeus), 
Cat., p. 251. Q. 
siMsoNi, l.«a (Sunius). Tas. 
TRiLiNEATUs. Lea (Sunius). N.S.W. 


Astenus australicus, Bernh. 

Mr. J. Clark took two specimens of this species on the Swan River, from 
a nest of Ectatomma metallicum; they measure 3.5 and 3.75 mm. 


Astenus guttitlus, Fvl. 

Two specimens from Caims, and one from Darwin, possibly belong to this 
species, but they differ from typical ones in being somewhat thinner (the pro¬ 
thorax is distinctly, buft slightly longer) and the spot on each elytron more 
elongate, and extending from just before the middle to about one-sixth from 

(It) It is not mentioned in the Catalogue, hut is recorded in Arkiv for Zooi, xiii. (No. 

8). p. n. • 
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apex, instead of rounded and submedian; on all three the head is ho darker 
than the prothorax, the subapical 8e|[|nent of abdomen is entirely, and the 
apical segment partly black; but specunens of A. guttulus frequently vary in 
colour of head and abdomen. 

Astbnus indicus, Kraatz. 

I asked Mr. G. J. Arrow to kindly compare the types of A. aequalis, A, 
pallidulus, and A. indicus. In reply he wrote: “I have compared the types of 
aequalis. Blackb.; pallidulus, Woll; and oculatus, Sharp, with a specimen from 
Ceylon received from Kraatz as S', indicus, and I believe all to be the same.” 

Astenus pectin atus, Fvl. Fig. 29. 

An apterous nude, taken from rotting leaves on Motmt I'ambourine, has 
such a remarkable comb on the under-surface of its abdomen that I think it is 
either an immature specimen of this species (described originally as from 
Sydney), or represents a variety of it; the comb is composed of about twenty 
long, shining, black bristles, and extends across almost the entire width of the 
antepenultimate segment. Its elytra are decidedly shorter than the prothorax, 
their apical half is flavous, and the basal half slightly darker than the prothorax, 
with the sides strongly rounded, and the comb-bearing segment is slightly in- 
fuscated at the base of its upper-surface. The mandibles are much as I have 
figured them for A, noctivagus. 

Aatenua noctivagus, n. sp. Fig. 11. 

(i ■ Piceous-brown or black; mouth parts, mandibles, antennae, palpi, and 
legs fiavous, tips of el}rtra, and of most of the abdominal segments obscurriy 
flavous. Gothed with very minute ashen pubescence, sides of head and of 
prothorax with a few stiff setae, sides and tip of abdomen with longer hairs. 

Head rather large; with shallow reticulate punctures. Mandibles long 
and acute, each about middle with a long acute tooth, which is itself dentate. 
Antennae thin, none of the joints transverse. Prothorax dilated to near apex, 
and then strongly narrowed to apex itself, which is narrower than base. Elytra 
slightly longer than prothorax and conspicuously wider, armies gently rounded, 
sides almost parallu; with dense and sharply-defined punctures. Abdomen 
with dense and small punctures, subapical segment triangularly notched at apex 
of under-surface. Length, 3.5-4 mm, 

$. Differs in having the head and prothorax somewhat smaller, and 
abdomen not notched. 

Hab. —Queensland: Cairns, nine specimens obtained at lights (A. M. Lea); 
New South Wales: Sydney (Dr. E. W. Ferguson). T 3 rpe, I. 12402. 

Close to A. apiciflatfus, W apex of elytra narrowly pale, instead of widely 
flaVous; the pale portion being only about one-third that of apiciflavus, and 
hardly more than that of the tips of the abdominal segments. On several 
specimens the elytral suture is obscurely diluted with red. On several the head 
and prothorax are almost black, on offiers they are of a more or less dingy 
brown; they are really opaque, but the elytra and abdomen are shining, although 
the derm is partially concealed by the dothing. Ample wings are present. 

Attemm tnajoriaiia, n. sp. 

9 . Black; mouth parts, mandiMes, antennae, palm, and legs fiavous. 
Oothed with very short ashen pubescence, the sides with a few stiff setae. 
Leonth, 5.25-6.75 mm. 

Queensland: Cairns district (A. M. Lea). Type, 1. 12404. 
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Allied to the preceding species, and structurally as described, but consider¬ 
ably larger, antennae distinctly longer and thinner, each joint being at least 
twice as long as wide; on the preceding species each of the sixth to tenth 
joints is not much longer than wide. It is of the size of A. favosus, but is 
winged. The abdomen is really black, but owing to the clothing has a rusty 
appearance. A male belonging to the species is evidently immature, it differs 
from the type in being of a dingy red, with the tips of elytra and parts about 
the scutellum obscurely paler; the tip of its subapical segment is triangularly 
notched. Three specimens were obtained at lights. 

Astenua mandibularis, n. sp. Figs. 12 and 13. 

. Reddish-castaneous; mouth parts, mandibles, antennae, palpi, apex of 
elytra, legs, and most of abdomen davous, an interrupted fascia on elytra, upper- 
.surfacc of fourth segment of abdomen, and of part of seventh, black or blackish. 
Sparsely clothed with short pale pubescence, the sides with rather long dark 
.setae or hairs. 

Head rather large; with shallow reticulate punctures. Mandibles long and 
acute, the left one with an acutely bicuspidate tooth before the middle, the right 
one in addition with a minute tooth beyond the middle. Antennae thin, first 
joint as long as three following combined, ninth and tenth scarcely longer than 
wide. Protnorax scarcely longer than the greatest width, which is near apex, 
sides obliquely narrowed to near base, and strongly rounded to apex, punctures 
as on head. Elytra distinctly longer and wider than prothorax; with dense 
sharply-defined punctures and a few obtuse granules. Abdomen less than half 
the total length, subapical segment triangularly notched almost to base on under¬ 
surface. Length, 4.25-4.75 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland; Cairns district (A. M. Lea). 1'ypc, I. 12411. 

The elytral fascia is of irregular shape, and touches neither suture nor 
sides, the space posterior to it is considerably paler than that anterior to it, 
although the latter is not of so bright a red as the prothorax. In appearance 
fairly close to some forms oi A. brevicollis, but the dark elytral markings con¬ 
fined to a median space (and very conspicuous there), the elytra with fewer 
subgranular elevations, the prothorax somewhat longer, and only one abdominal 
segment dark, and that on the upper-surface only. From the description of 
A. peciinatus if differs in being larger, elytra paler beyond than before the black 
markings, and the fourth segment of abdomen black. It is much larger than 
A. guttulus, elytra with black markings irregularly transverse, and their apex pale. 

A female (from North Queensland, Blackburn’s collection) dtfifers from tlie 
type in having the head and prothorax almost black, the elytra black except at 
tne apex, and the fifth segment of abdomen the only conspicuously pale one; 
it agrees in many details with the description of A. (Dibelonetes) antipodum, 
but differs in the abdomen, although at first glance the three basal segments 
appear to be as dark as the fourth, in certain lights they are seen to be distinctly 
less dark. It, and the type (a third spwimen has the mandibles clenched) have 
the mandibles, side for side, exactly alike. 

Aatenua ambuhuia, n. sp. Fig. 14. 

9 • Pale castaneous; antennae, palpi, and legs flavous, basal two-thirds 
of fifth segment of abdomen black. Very minutely pubescent; the sides with 
sparse b)a» setae, becoming numerous about apex of abdomen. 

Head rather large; with shallow reticulate punctures. Mandibles long and 
acute, each near middle with a long acute tooth, and which has a minute basal 
projection. Antennae thin, some of the median joints not nmch longer than 
wide. Prothorax very little longer than the greatest width, which is near apex. 
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«kte» maiiM tA 1^; pi!aa»im. Iwidv lilb'tM fllte miTow, 

leM thii} the gmMt iHIdtti of jj^honx, iwieb <]«ii$e and 

sb«r{dy'4dlnea {niiictOi<^, Alnwoteo somewliat dilided postenoriy, whore fhe 
greatest width is equal to that of head; pttnctttnsa fairly deose and sharply 
defined on under>«arfaee, less sharply on the v|iper. Length, 3.25*3.5 mm. 

Hab. —New South Woles: Ourimbah, from rotting leaves (A. M. Lea). 

The elytra are almost parallei*sided, Init are small and do not cover wings 
(I have dissected two specimens to be sure of this); their apical half is paler 
than the basal half, but the two shades of colour are not shatply limited; on 
each side near the base, and invisible from above, there is a slight infuscation, 
part of the metastemum is also slightly infoscated. At first glance tlie speci¬ 
mens look like rather narrow ones of A. indirus, but that species is winged; 
they are narrower and less opaque than the specimens 1 have identified as 
belonging to A. austrcUtcus, and the elytral punctures are much more sharply 
defined 

A male (from Ulverstone, Tasmania) is evidently an immature specimen 
of the species; it differs from the type in being smaller, very pale castaneous, 
no parts black or infuscated, the two shades of colour on the el3rtra still less 
defined, the joints of the antennae somewhat longer, the under-suif.ice of the 
fifth segment of abdomen with a shallow subapical depression, and the sixth 
deeply incised 

Astenus tardus, n. sp. 

d. Pale fiavo-castaneous; antennae, palpi, elytra, and legs pale flavous. 
Clothed with veo short whitish pubescence, and with long, straggling, black hairs 

Head rather large; with shallow, reticulate punctures Antennae thin, 
none of the joints transverse, but ninth and tenth very little longer than wide 
Prothorax scarcely as long as greatest width (near apex), which is almost equal 
to that of head, sides strongly but .unequally rounded; punctures much as on 
head Elytra slightly widei and slightly longer than prothorax; with dense 
and sharply-defined punctures, and with a few rows of feeble piliferous 
granules Abdomen rather wide; with denser punctures than on prothorax, 
but smaller and less sharply defined; subapical segment with a deep, triangular 
notch Length, 3 75 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Mount Tambourine (A M. Lea). Type (unique), 
I. 12406. 

From some directions the upper-surface of the abdomen, as well as the 
elytra, appear to have feeble rows of granules, but they are placed transversely. 
The species in general appearance is strikingly like Form I of A brevieolhs, 
but it is apterous; it is considerably wider than the preceding species, and the 
elytra are granulate The mandibles of the type were broken in manipulating 
them for examination 

Smioopsis, Sachse, Cat., p. 220. 

TRiNOTATA, Kraatz. Q. Introduced. 

SmictTS, Latr., Cat., p. 223. 

OBBICULATUS, Payk. Tas. Introduced. 

Stilicus OBBICULATUS, Payk, 

A specimen, from I^aunceston, agrees perfectly with British specimens 
of this specks; a widely distributed one, but now first recorded as Australian; 
five synonyms and varieties of the species arq recorded in the catalogue. 



StiUeim n, %p. 

Dull reddish-brown; head and prothorax much darker (aomewhal: 
hwvfiy), mandibles^ antennae* palpi* and legs flavous* or castaneous*flavou$. With 
very short ashen pubescence* and with a few dark hairs scattered about. 

Head rather large, m^erately convex, and distinctly transverse, hind 
angles strongly rounded, neck very thin; punctures small and densely 
crowded, unaer*-surface shagreeneo and with conspicuous punctures* 
Mandibles strong, acutely tridentate. Antennae extending to base of prothorax, 
first joint longer than second and third combined, second as long as fourth, and 
distinctly shorter than third, the others to tenth gradually booming shorter 
and more globular. Prothorax much narrower than head, hind angles strongly 
rounded, sides moderately dilated to near apex, and then strongly obliquely 
narrowed to neck; punctures much as on head. Elytra quadrate, longer and 
much wider than prothorax; with small crowded punctures, somewhat larger 
than on head and prothorax, and with large ones scattered about, and forming 
irregular rows. Under-surfacc of apical and .subapical segments of abdomen 
notched in middle. Front femora very feebly dentate, front tibiae slightly 
notched about middle, front tarsi slightly wider and shorter than the others. 
Length, 4.25-4.5 mm. 

$. Differs in having the abdomen slightly wider and not notched, head 
slightly wider, and antennae and legs slightly shorter. 

Ilab. —Queensland* Cairns district and Mount Tambourine, sieved from 
rotting leaves (A. M. Lea). Type, 1. 12637. 

About the size of S, orbiculafus, and with somewhat similar outlines, except 
that the prothorax is more transverse, the head shorter, and antennae longer, 
the finer .sculpture and the colours, however, are very different. The head and 
prothorax have an appearance as of dull bronze on the upper-surface, and of 
some specimens on the under-surface also; the elytra are usually paler than the 
abdomen, and the larger punctures, usually being darker than the adjacent sur¬ 
face, give them a speckled appearance; on several females almost the w^hole of 
the under-surface is not much darker than the legs; the elytra and abdomen 
usually have a faint coppery or bronzy tinge. The elytra are shining, the rest 
of the upper-surface opaque. The pubcvsccnce on the head and prothorax is 
extremely short and inconspicuous. The prothorax at first appears to be more 
transverse than it really is, owing to the sudden narrowing of the front to 
the neck; it is very feebly ridged along the middle, with two shallow depressions 
on each side of the ridge. T^e punctures on the head and prothorax are very 
small, but may be seen on close examination, on the abdomen they are so 
extremely small that the surface appears shagreened; many of the large punc¬ 
tures on the elytra are irregularly conjoined, so as to present the appearance 
of irtegular striae; near the suture they arc mostly isolated. The only specimen 
before me, from Mount Tambourine, has the whole of the upper-surface very 
dark (almost black) except that the tip of the abdomen is obscurely reddish; 
its dytra appear finely granulate, and with the large punctures more numerous 
than on the others; one from Cairns has the elytra and abdomen darker than 
usuid, although paler than on the one from Mount Tambourine. 

Thinocharis, Kraatz, Cat., p, 228. 

BRKVICORNIS, Fvl. Q. (also occurs tenuicornis, Lea (Lithocharis), 
in New Guiqea). Proc. Roy. Soc. Viet., 1909, 

p. 122. Q.. N.W,A. 

Thinocharis tenuicornis* Lea. 

There arc before me nine specimens, taken from rotting leaves at Mount 
Tambourine* that appear to belong to this species; they differ* however, from 



22 


the types in being shining and paler; on five of them the elytra and legs are 

E ale flavons, the protborax slightly darker, and the head slightly more reddish, 
ut certainly not dark; <m the others the elytra are as dark as the prothoim, 
and the head is distinctly darker but more castanMos than piceous. The species 
in appearance somewhat resembles Medon debilicomis, but it is at once dis¬ 
tinguished by the antennae, the joints after the second on that species are com¬ 
paratively short and transverse, on the present species they are drcidedly longer 
and thinner, so that if drawn backwards the antennae would extend to the base 
of the prothorax, instead of scarcely to the middle. The subopaque appearance 
of the types may have been due to improper treatment; if it is natural the 
Queensland specimens should probably be regarded as representing a variety, 
or a distinct species. 

Msdok, Steph., Git., p. 231. 

(Hypomedon, Muls. et Rey, p. 238; Lithocharis, Bois. et Lac., p. 241; 
and Pseudomedon, Muls. et Rey., p. 240, are subgenera.) 

cAMPONOTi, Lea (Lithocharis), obsoletus, Nordm. 

Proc. Roy. Soc. Viet., 1912, Q. Introduced, 

p. 41. Q., N.S.W. ocHRACEus, Grav. (Lithocharis). 

ciNCTus, Fvl. (Hypomedon). Q. Q., N.S.W., V., Tas. Intro- 

(also occurs in New Guinea). duced. 

DEBiLicoRNis, WoU. (Hypomedou). tsistis, Mad. (Lithocharis). Q., 
Q., N.S.W., S.A., N.T., Nor- N.S.W., N.T., Lord Howe 

folk Island. Introduced. Island. 

IGNITUS, Fvl. (Hypomedon). Q. vaeicornis, Blackb. (Lithocharis), 
iNCOMPTUS, Sha^ (Lithocharis, V. 

Ophiomedon, and Hypomedon), vius, Kraatz (Lithocharis). Q. 
Cat., p. 230. Q. Introduced. Introduced. 

LiNDi, Blackb. (Lithocharis). S.A., 

W.A. 

Medon obsoletus, Nordm. 

Several specimens were obtained from fallen leaves, at Cairns, that appear 
to agree perfectly with British and European specimens of this species. It was 
first recorded as Australian in the catalogue by Bemhauer and Schubert, and 
eight synonyms and varieties are there noted. 

Medon ochracbus, Grav. 

This cosmopolitan spedes was apparently first recorded as Australian in 
the same work as the preceding one; Australtan specimens before me are from 
Queensland (where it is frequently attracted to lights) and Tasmania. Six 
synonyms of the species are reconled. 

Medon nsaiuooaHis, Woll, 

Widely distributed in Australia, although first noted as Australian in the 
catalogue by Bemhauer and Schub^, wkupi record four synonyms of it. A 
rather highly-coloured figure of the species is giiven under the name of Litho* 
ekoris brevicomis.^^ 

Medon vARietmNM,. IHMcb. 

This is probably only a slight variety of M. irisHs. 

Medon caMpoNoti, lea. 

Six specimens of this ^peetes urerc taken ftrow a nest of Camponouu 

. . 

Aililurdr Atm, Soc« Ff,, Fpft ^ 
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Medon incomptus. Sharp. 

A cot 3 rpe of this species, from Ha'^i, is in the South Australian Museum. 
Sharp described the elytra as “in medio transversim obscuratis,” and again 
“with a dark cloud across the middle**; the cotjrpe has the dark part so placed 
that it leaves almost the apical half pale and sharply defined, with a part of 
the base paler than the infuscated portion, but not sharply divided from it. 
Two specimens from Northern Queensland are structurally identical with the 
cotype, but differ to a slight extent in the elytrdl marking, both from it, and 
from each other. One from Kuranda in the British Mu.seum has the basal 
two-thirds of prothorax blacki.sh, but awarently from staining. 

Sharp considered the species as auied to the American Lithocharis com- 
pressa, and that it was “probably a native of some part of the American 
continent.’* In the catalogue both species are referrt^ to Ophiomedon, but 
L, incomptus appears to me to be clearly allied to Medon (Hypomedon) 
debilicornis. 

Medon, sp. 

Two specimens (sexes) of a species from Queensland (one was taken from 
a sticky seed of Pisonia hrunoniana at Cairns) possibly belong to M. (Chari- 
chirusj chinensis, Boh.^''*^ Structurally the female agrees perfectly with an 
Indian female, received with the name from Dr. Cameron, except that the front 
tibiae are rather more dilated to apex. I'he male has the (apparent) fiftli 
segment of its abdomen widely and shallowly concave on its under-surface, with 
the apex conspicuously incurved to middle (the following segments are con¬ 
tracted within the body); the space between the eyes on the under-surface of 
its head is densely and somewhat coarsely punctate (on the female the derm 
there is but finely punctate). The Queensland s|>ecimens have the reddish 
apical part of the elytra fairly wide on each side and narrowed to the suture, 
instead of dilated there as on the Indian one; so possibly the species is not 
chinensis, but an allied one. 

In his diagnosis of Charichirus Sharp says, “Tarsi onmes graciles, antcriores 
sitnplices”; but on the Indian and ^ecnsland specimens before me the four 
basal joints of the front tarsi are dilated so as to be almost twice as wide as 
those of the other tarsi. 

Medon quadratipennis, n. sp. 

<S> Black or blackish; mouth parts, antennae (the median joints infus¬ 
cated), palpi, legs, under-surface of n<»d and sterna more or less red, tip of 
aMomen obscurely reddish. With fairly dense ashen pubescence, sparser on 
prothorax than elsewhere, and with some rather short hairs scattered about. 

Head between front of eyes and neck rather strongly transverse, sides almost 
parallel, hind angles scarcely rounded off; with dense and minute punctures. 

r ser (but still dense) and more sharply defined between antennary tubercles 
daewhere. Antennae passing base of prothorax, first joint subicylindrical, 
slightly lonmr than second and third combined, fourth slightly longer and thinner 
than second, and shorter than third, the others to tenth feebly decreasing in 
length and increasing in width, ninth and tenth transverse. Prothorax feebly 
transverse, width about equal to that of head, sides slightly decreasing in width 
to base, with a faint median line; punctures much as on h<»d. Elytra quadrate; 

CW) The references in the catalc^fue by Bernhauer and Schubert are on pp. 231 and 243. 
Snb^n CHAatcHiRus. Sharp, Ann. Mag. Nat, Hi»t. (6), 11. (should be III.), 1889, 

CUIHENSIS, Boh. 
obKatMts, Walker. 

spectabilis, KraaU; Sharps k., p, 227 (should be 263). 

Clhina, Japan, India, CqrkMi, etc. 
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with ve^ dense and minute punctures. Tip of abdomen notched on both sur* 
faces. Front femora stout and edentate; front tibiae notched at about basal 
third; front tarsi with four basal joints slip^htly inflated (about twice the width 
of the others), basal joint of hind tarsi slightly longer than the two following 
combined. Length, 4^.25 mm. 

9 • Differs in having the head and prothorax slightly narrower, legs and 
antennae slightly shorter and abdomen not notched. 

ffab. —^Tasmania: Hobart from a tussock, Nubeena, Huon River (A. M. 
Lea); Victoria: Warburton in August (F. E. Wilson). 

A dingy subopaque species, at first glance apparently belonging to M. lindi, 
or M. tristis, but elytra decidedly smaller (at most as long as wide, they are very 
little longer than the prothorax and scarcely as wide as its wide.sl part); on 
lindi and tristis they are decidedly longer than wide, distinctly longer and con¬ 
spicuously wider than the prothorax. I have made sure that wings are folded 
beneath the cl 3 rtra. Of the six specimens before me most have the prothorax 
as dark as the head, but on one specimen it is obscurely reddish; the hind 
femora and tibiae (except the knees) are usually darker than the rest of the legs. 

A male, taken from flood debris at Latrobe, appears to belong to this species, 
but differs in having the elytra flavous, except that their basal third is rather 
deeply infuscated. 

Medon lugubria, n. sp. Figs. 15 and 16. 

9- Of a dingy opaque-brown; mandibles, palpi, and legs paler. With 
rather long, strag^jling, dark hairs, elytra and abdomen with dense ashen 
pubescence, becoming very inconspicuous on head and prothorax. 

Head strongly transverse between front of eyes and neck, hind angles feebly 
rounded off; punctures minute and very dense. Mandibles long, acute, and 
strongly dentate. Antennae slightly passing base of prothorax, first joint as 
long as second and third combined, second slightly wider and very slightly 
shorter than third, ninth and tenth slightly transverse. Prothorax distinctly 
wider than long, rather closely applied to and slightly wider than head, front 
angles almost square, hind ones strot^ly rounded, with a very narrow but con¬ 
tinuous median line; punctures as on head. Elytra at base slightly wider than 
widest part of prothorax, and very feebly dilated to near apex, at least half as 
long again as the prothorax, and with somewhat similar punctures. Abdomen 
with dense and very minute punctures. Front femora stout and edentate, front 
tarsi slightly wider and shorter than the others. Length, 4-4.25 mm, 

Hab. —Queensland: Cairns district from fallen leaves (A. M. Lea), attached 
to a sticky seed of Pisonia bruncniana (F. P, Dodd). Type, I. 12635. 

An unusually flat opaque species, about the size of M. ockraceus, but 
otherwise very different; it pethaps belongs to the subgenus Chorickirus. The 
t^ has the head slightly paler than the protborax, and the front angles of pro¬ 
thorax and base of elytra paler than the adjacent ^rts, but the two shades of 
colour not sharply limited. The i^wcimen from Pisonia seed has the upper- 
surface almost black, except that the shoulders are inconspicuously reddish, and 
the legs and other appendages of a dingy red; on each specimen the apex of 
the (apparent) fifth segment of abdtnnen is obscurdy pale. On both specimens 
there arc four teeth on the right mandible and three on the left. From some 
directions the head, prothorax, dytra, and tttetastemum appear to be very 
densely and evenly granulate; the prothorax from some directions appears to 
have some of the punctures longitudinally confltient. The granulation of the 
tmder-surface of the head, including the mentum, is rather more conspicuous 
than on the u^Jer-surface, the gtdar suture ap$>eara single for its greater extent. 
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Medon tmtformiB, n. sp. 

Pale reddish-castaneous; antennae, palpi, and legs flavous. Elytra and 
abdomen with rather dense and somewhat golden pubescence, much less distinct 
on head and prothorax. 

Head distinctly transverse, hind angles gently rounded off, with a very 
narrow median line; punctures dense and very minute. Antennae short, second 
joint slightly longer than third, the following ones to tenth feebly increasing 
in width and mostly transverse. Prothorax transverse, front angles almost 
square, the hind ones strongly rounded; punctures as on head. Elytra slightly 
longer than wide, slightly wider than widest part of prothorax, about once and 
one-half its length, and with somewhat larger and more sharply-defined 

f tunctures. Legs not very long, front femora stouter than the others and very 
eebly dentate. Length, 3.5-3./S mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Mulgrave River (H. Hacker). 

A small, pale, subopaque .species, certainly close to M. debilicornis (and 
consequently^ belonging to the subgenus Hypomedon) but more opaque, larger, 
head conspicuously larger and less closely applied to the prothorax (owing to 
the longer neck); the elytra also, although slightly paler than the prothorax, 
are simply paler, rather than flavous. 1 have checked the types with a cotype 
and some other specimens of debilicornis from Hawaii, India, and Japan (iden¬ 
tified by Drs. Cameron and Sharp), and the differences appear constant. It 
is about the length of M. incomptus, but is less robust and el)rtra not con¬ 
spicuously bicoloured, being at most very feebly infuscated about the scutellum. 
M. ignitus, another almost uniformly coloured species, is described as being 
smaller, 3 mm., and with strong punctures; although in the description only 
the abdomen is mentioned as "lacz/iusculo” in the table the species is associated 
with Af. cinctus as having "Corps tres brillmi," whereas this species is very 
dull. The tip of the abdomen of each of the types is contracted, but on one of 
them (evidently a male) part of a notch is visible; from the other the notch 
appears to be absent. The middle of the prothorax is slightly produced to 
form (apparently) part of the neck; it has a very feeble median line, of which 
the only fairly distinct portion is a short shining line near the base. Except 
on the abdomen there are very few hairs scattered about. 


ScoPAKUS, Er., 

BLACKBURNi, Bemh. and Schub. 

N.S.W. 

ftmoralis, Blackb., n. pr. 

DtciTAUS, Fvl. V., Tas., S.A., 
W.A. 

bUBtus, Blackb. Q., N.S.W., V. 
iNTBsocuLARts, Lea, Proc. Roy. 

Soc, Viet., 1912, p. 41. N.S.W. 
LATBBRicoLA, Blackb. N.S.W., V., 
S.A. 


Git., p. 245. 

oviCEPS, Bernh., Arkiv. for Zool., 
xiii. (No. 8), p. 13. Q., N.T, 
ovicoLUS, Mad (Stilicus). Q., 
N.S.W. 
ruficollis, Fvl. 

OBSCURipENNis, Blackb. Q., N.S.W., 
V., S.A., W.A., C.A. . 
suLCicoixis, Steph. Q. Introduced. 


ScoPAEUs OVICEPS, Bemh. 


A spedmen, from the Daly River, probaUy belongs to this species, but 
differs from the description in having the head and prothorax of a very dark 
castaneous-brown, although appearing black at a glance. 


ScoPAEUs ouBitis, Blackb. 

Five mecirnens from New South Wales and Victoria (one was taken from 
a nest of the ant Dolkhodtres scabaridus) appear to belong to this species, but 
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diilFer from the description in havii^ most of the joints of antennae slightly 
transverse, and the median ones slightly infoscated. 

Scopaeus ctenocryptus, n. sp. 

$ Shining black; mouth parts, mandibles, antennae, palpi, and legs 
(femora darker) pale brown or testaceous. With very short ashen pubescence, 
denser on abdomen than elsewhere. 

Head ovate, strongly rounded towards base and with a small narrow neck, 
depressed between antennae. Mandibles strong and acutely dentate. Eyes 
rather large. Antennae long, passing base of prothorax, first joint cylindrical, 
as long as second and third combined, third distinctly longer than second and 
fourth, the others gradually decreasing in length to tenth, but none transverse. 
Prothorax dQated from base to slightly in advance of middle, and then strongly 
narrowed to apex, which is the same width as the neck, a short median carina 
at the base, on ea^ side of which is a shallow depression. Elytra much wider 
than prothorax, and slightly longer than prothorax and neck combined, angles 
stronpy, the sides slightly rounded. Legs rather long, femora edentate. 
Length, 3 75-4 mm. 

Hob. —Queensland: Mulgrave River (H. Hacker). 

A black species, but differs from S. digitalis in being larger, head of ^me- 
what different shape, with larger eyes, antennae much longer, with no joints 
transverse and at least five d^dedly pale; the basal half of the antennae is 
distinctly darker than the apical half. The under-surface, especially of the 
abdomen, is not as dark as the upper-surface. The upper-surface of the 
abdomen is less shining than the other parts, owing to its denser clothing. The 
punctures are very minute, scarcely visible under a hand lens. There is a 
notch (invisible from many directions) at about the basal third of the front 
tibiae, and this is supplied with a comb of numerous small teeth, but the comb 
is so placed as to be visible with difficulty even under a compound power; 
under a hand lens it appears as an oblique ridge. 

• Scopaeua moerena, n. sp. 

d- Black; tarsi and parts of palpi obscurely paler. 

Head between antennae and neck about as long as wide, hind angles gently 
rounded off. Antennae scarcely passing base of prothorax, first joint as long 
as second and third combined, fifth to tenth transverse. Prothorax distinctly 
longer than wide, apical third strongly narrowed to neck, a small median eleva¬ 
tion at base. Elytra conspicuously wider and longer tl^ prothorax, parallel¬ 
sided except at angles. Under-surface of abdomen notched in middle of apex 
of apparent sixth and seventh s^pnents. Legs not very long, femora stout, 
the front ones feeUy dentate; front tibiae notched and with a small comb at 
about basal third. Length, 225-2.5 nun. 

9 • Differs in having the head sll^^y smaller, antennae and legs sHg^y 
shorter, and abdomen not notdied, 

Hob.—Western Australia: Kewca^e, Darling Ranges, and Pinjarrah (A. 
M. Lea). 

A very small species, in general af^^iean^ dose to 5. latebricala, but 
smaller and darker; S', digiialis is larger, wnb cota^iouously pale tarsi. On 
same t^imoos the front legs are of a brown, and on such the labial 
m^i are fiavous; but at first glance tbi Miedts to be entirely black. 

The bead and prothorax are mote shining mtt other parts, but this is dne 
to yety fine nuibanence beitgf to»*aer tbeto mut elsewhere. The punchites 
el toe upper-surtaoa are very dense and swalt<i SKtoeely visiffie under a hand Im, 
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Scopaettt teataceipes, n. sp. 

$. Dark piceous-brown, most of abdomen black, basal and apical joints 
of antennae (the others slightly infnscated), palpi (except apparent apical 
joint of maxillary palpi) and legs pale brown or testaceous. Length, 2.25 mm. 

Hab. —Victoria: Warburton, in Augwt (F. E. Wilson), Bright (National 
Museum, from C. French). Type, I. 12861. 

Close to the preceding species, and the description of the sculpture of the 
head, prothorex, and elytra applies equally welf to the present one, but the 
prothorax is not so black, the antennae and legs are paler, with the median 
joints of the former slightly infuscated, the prothorax of the present species is 
also slightly wider, and the median elevation at its base is slightly larger. 
There are six of the preceding species before me, and three of the present, so 
the differences would appear to be constant. The front femora are feebly 
dentate, and the front tibiae are notched towards the base, but although a comb 
is probably there I have been unable to see it under the micro-scope. 

ScopaeuB mediicollit, n. sp. 

$. Pale castaneous-brown; antennae, palpi, and legs still paler, most of 
abdomen (both surfaces) infuscated. 

Head subquadrate between antennae and neck (the latter very small). Eyes 
lateral and rather small. Antennae scarcely passing base of prothorax, first 
joint almost as long as three following combined, second no shorter than third 
and slightly stouter, fourth to tenth subglobular and slightly transverse. Pro¬ 
thorax slightly longer than wide, sides very feebly dilated from base (except 
for the sounded angles) to near apex, and then strongly narrowed to neck, 
with a shining median line almost throughout. Elytra not much wider than 
prothorax and very little longer. Front femora stout and feebly dentate, front 
tibiae slightly notched towards base. Length, 2-2.25 mm. 

Hab .—^Western Australia: Vasse River, in flood debris (A. M. Lea). 

A flat minute species, smaller and flatter titan 5*. latebricola, outlines 
of prothorax more angular, and with an almost continuous, shining, median 
line. On the type there is a slight infuscation about the base of the elytra, and 
its metastemum is as dark as the abdomen; on a second ^cimen the elytra 
and metastemum are no darker than the prothorax. The punctures and 
pubescence are both very minute, and scarcely visible under a hand lens; the 
former are slightly more conspicuous on the elytra than elsewhere. 

A male, from the Swan River, that possibly belongs to this species differs 
from the type in being of a rather brighter colour and more shininj^ (probably 
due to abrasion), the median line on the prothorax is mpre conspicuous, and 
the eljdral punctures are (for the genus) rather sharply defined, the antennae 
are evidently longer, and fewer of the joints are transverse (but several are 
missing); the apparent sixth and seventh segments of its abdomen are deeply 
notched on the under-surface. 

Scopaeua baaicolUa, n. ap. 

$. Btifht reddish-castaneous; antennae, palpi, and legs flavous, part of 
elytra and most of upper-surface of abdomen infuscated. Pubescence very 
short and pate, rather dense on abdomen, sparser on head and elytra, very sparse 
on prothorax. 

Head between antennae and neck distinctly transverse, hind angles rather 
stnwgW rounded, neck very small. Antennae with first joint as long as second 
and tmrd' combined, second the length of third and slightly stouter, fourth to 
tenth apt^olmlar and gradually becomitv transverse. Prothorax elliptic-ovate, 
apiod fmrd strongly narrowed to neck, a small median elevation at base, with 
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a conspioiotts impressicm each side of it. Eijtra much wider and slightly longer 
than prothorax, almost parallel-sided except for the rounded angles. Frtmt 
femora fairly stout, scanty visibly dentate; front tibiae notched at about one- 
third from base. Length, 2.75-3 mm. 

Hob. —Queensland: Cairns district, five specimens obtained at lights (A. 
M. Lea). Type, I. 12860. 

In general appearance close to S', dubim and S. ovicottis, but larger and 
base as well as apex of elytra pale, so that on several specimens the elytra 
appear to have a conspicuous infuscate fascia, and others to have a large spot 
on each, the dark parts not very sharply limited. The middle of the head is of 
the same bright colour as the prothorax, but the rest of its upper-surface is 
somewhat darker. On most of the specimens the median joints of the antennae 
are very feebly infuscated. There are some fairly distinct punctures on the 
front part of the head, and on the elytra they are rather sharply defined, although 
small; elsewhere they are scarcely visible. There are some sharp teeth on 
the mandibles, but these, as on other species of the genus, are usually so tightly 
clenched that it is difficult to force them out for examination. There is evidently 
a comb on the front tibiae, but I have been unable to see it clearly. 

Scopaeus ooderea, n. sp. 

9 Reddish-castaneous: antennae, palpi, and legs paler, four basal seg¬ 
ments of abdomen and part of the fifth, and the metasternum infuscated. 
Moderately clothed with very short ashen pubescence. 

Head between antennae and neck (the latter very small) subquadrate, hind 
angles but feebly rounded; with very dense and small punctures. Eyes rather 
small and prominent. Antennae with first Joint subcylindrical, as long as three 
following ones combined, second stouter and slightly longer than third, third to 
tenth subglobular, gradu^ly becoming feebly transverse. Prothorax longer than 
wide, elliptic-ovate, apical third strongly narrowed to neck; punctures as on 
head. Elytra slightly longer and much wider than prothorax, and with slightly 
larger and more sharply-defined punctures. Abdomen (both surfaces) with 
very dense and small punctures. Front femora rather stout and veiy feebly 
dentate, front tibiae notched at about one-third from base. Length, 3.75 mm. 

Hab .—^Western Australia; Donnybrook (A. M. Lea). Unique. 

Differs from type of .S', interocularis in being somewhat larger, pale parts 
somewhat darker, the head uniformly coloured, metastemum almost as dark as 
abdomen and darker than rest of under-surface, and punctures of upper-surface 
more distinct. On close examination the median joints of antennae are seen 
to be slightly darker than the others, but they could scarcely be regarded as 
infuscated. The prothorax has a medio-basal elevation, but it is very feeble 
and invisible from most directions. The punctures on tlw under-surface of the 
head are dense, sharply defined, and slightly larger than those on the elytra, 
on the upper-surface between the antennae th^ are almost as large as those on the 
elytra. 

Scopaeut flavocaataaeiis, n. sp. 

d. Pale fiavo-castaneous and subopaque; head slightly darker, palpi and 
legs slightly paler. Almost uniformly clMhM with very short ashen pubescence. 

Head between antennae and neck (the latter very small) subquadrate, hind 
angles slightly rounded. Eves small and prmninent. Antennae rather long, 
first joint cylindrical, ilightfy longer than second and third c<^nbined, seojnd 
as long as fourth and conspicuously shorter than second, eighth to tenth glchular. 
Prothorax rather flat, not much longer than greatest width, which Ts idwut 
one^ourth from apex, from there strongly narrowed to neck. Elytra atxnn 
the width of head and distinctly longier mm prothOrax. Under-surfaoe of 
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abdomen with apparent sixth and seventh segments triangularly notched to 
Imse. Legs not very long, front femora stout and scarcely visibly dentate; 
front tibiae feebly notched at about one-third from base. Length, 3.75-4 mm. 

$. Differs in having slightly shorter antennae and legs, and abdomen not 
notched. 

Hab. —Northern Territory: Oenpelli (P. Cahill); Queensland: Cairns dis¬ 
trict, to light; New South Wales: Tweed River (A. M. Lea). Type, 1. 12639, 
in South Australian Museum; cotype in National Mu.seum. 

A pale almost opaque species, slightly alwve the average size of species of 
this genus and like Domene australiae in miniature, and much like D. microps, 
but without the remarkable front tibiae of those species. In some respects it 
apparently resembles S. blackburtii, but the front legs are without conspicuous 
armature. From the preceding .species it differs in being wider, with smaller 
punctures, especially on the under-surface of head, antennae longer, with the 
third joint conspicuously longer than .second, abdomen no darker than elytra, etc. 
'Fhe punctures are everywhere dense, and too small to be seen clearly under a 
hand lens. There are remnants of a medio-basal elevation on the prothorax, 
with a depression on each side of it, but they arc so feeble as to be invisible 
from most directions, and distinct from none. 


Domene, Fvl., Cat., p. 253. 

AUSTRALIAE, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., N.T. TORRENSENSis, Blackb. S.A. 

Domene australiae, Fvl. 

Two specimens (5-6.5 mm.), from New South Wales, that appear to agree 
with the de.scription of this species, differ from a cotype, and some other 
Adelaide specimens of D. torrensensis, in having the elytra somewhat shorter, 
the prothorax flatter, and without a median elevated line. The differences men¬ 
tioned are distinct on seven specimens of torrensensis, and two of australiae, 
but arc possibly only of varietal importance; if synonymous the latter has 
precedence. A specimen from Oenpelli, in the National Museum, has elytra of 
the same proportionate length as in torrensensis, but its prothorax is narrower 
and median line less conspicuous. 

Domene torrensensis, Blackb. 

Mr. H. H. D. Griffith took several specimens of this species during a flood 
on the Torrens River. Two of them are males, and have on the under-surface 
of the apparent fourth segment of abdomen a large and almost circular depres¬ 
sion, on the following segment there is a wider and almost parallel-sided one. 
and the following segment is narrowly notched to the base itself. 

Domene pectinatrix, n. sp. Fig. 30. 

d. Dark brown; head still darker, legs paler, mandibles black. Densely 
clothed with short ashen pubescence, and with a few hairs scattered about. 

Head fairly large and ovate, hind angles strongly rounded, neck very small, 
antennary tubercles highly polished. Eyes rather small, prominent, and with 
coarse facets. Antennae rather stout, flrst joint cylindrical, about as long as 
second to fourth combined, the following ones to tenth subglobular. Prothorax 
about as long as head to mandibles, and distinctly narrower, hind angles strongly 
rounded, apical third triangularly narrowed to neck, with a very narrow median 
line, slightly elevated above the general surface near base, and with a very nar¬ 
rowly impressed line about ntiddle. Elytra slightly wider than head and slightly 
longer than prothorax. Abdomen with first segment very small, and with a 
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median ridge on nnder-surface continued on to second, sixth rather shallowly 
notched at apex, and with a comb of jhort teeth there, seventh more deeply and 
triangularly notched. Legs moderatelpr long; front femora stout, obtusely 
dentate, and with a comb; front tibiae triangularly dilated about base, the under¬ 
side qf the dilated part with three golden combs. Length, 9.5-10 mm. 

9 • Differs in being slightly less robust, in having the head slightly smaller, 
antennae slightly shorter and'thinner, and aMomen not notched and combless. 

Hub .—Northern Territory: Oenpelli (P. Cahill). Type in National 
Museum. 

There are nine combs on the male of this remarkable but dingy insect, 
four on each of the front legs, and one on the abdomen. In a good light and 
from certain directions three, composed of numerous, .short, close-set golden 
teeth, may be seen on each front tibia, the combs parallel with each other, 
with the teeth of the first and second terminating just before the beginning 
of the second and third, attached to the third one there are also some long 
bristles; the front femora each have a narrow ridge extending from the base 
to about the apical third, where it abruptly terminates with the appearance of a 
fairly strong tooth, the edge of which curves around and is supplied with a 
somewhat similar comb to those on the tibiae; the comb on the abdomen of the 
type is lopsided, commencing gently on one side of the notch and ending abruptly 
on the other, the teeth, about twenty in number, from some directions apj^ar 
of a beautiful golden-red, but from other directions of the same colour as the 
adjacent parts. On the right mandible, slightly in advance of the middle, there 
is a fairly large acute tooth, then a smaller acute one, and about the base two 
smaller obtuse ones; on the left mandible the basal tubercles are more acute 
and the others are not [placed in sei^uence, but opposite each other, so that the 
teeth on the other side interlock with them when the mandibles are clenched. 
The punctures on the head are dense and rather small, but sharply defined, they 
are slightly larger in front, and denser at base than elsewhere, they are larger 
on its under-surface and sparser (but still dense) and more sharply defined 
than elsewhere; on the pr^orax they are slightly smaller than on head, and 
about the base and median line still smaller, but sharply defined; on the elytra 
they are much as on base of head, on the abdomen (both surfaces) th^ are 
smaller and denser than elsewhere. The front part of the prostemum is finely 
transversely strigose. The remarkable structure of the front tibiae is much as 
m Tripectenopus caecus and D. australiae, from the latter it differs in being 
much larger, darker, punctures somewhat different, and prothorax narrower in 
proportion. 

Domeite microps, n. sp. 

9- Pale castaneotis-brown: head slightly darker, legs slightly paler. 
Rather densely clothed with very short ashen pubescence. 

Head between antennae and neck slightly longer than wide, sides almost 
parallel, hind angles slightly rounded, antennary tubercles shining. Eyes small 
and with coarse facets. Antennae rather stout, first joint slightly longer than 
second and third combined, second slig^ly longer than third, third to tenth 
subglobular and slightly transverse. Froth^x narrower than head and about 
as long, hind angles strongly rounded, apical third stron^y narrowed to neck; 
with a narrow, shining, median line, itself with a very fine impressed line. 
Elytra slightly longer and distinctly wider than prothorax. Front femora stout 
and distinctly dentate, front tibiae with a triangmr process at base, the process 
with three fine combs. Length, 3.25-3.5 'mm. 

Northern Territoiy: Oet^elU (P. Cahill). Type, in National 
Museum; co-type, I. 15237, m South Australian Museum. 
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A subopaque dingy species, close to the preceding one on a greatly reduced 
scale, but apart from size, differs in being paler, head slightly longer, eyes 
smaller, and third joint of antennae as well as the following ones to tenth 
transverse. The comb on each front femur is rather looser than on that species, 
and the three on each front tibia are composed of slightly longer teeth, which 
on the first and second, touch, or slightly overlap, the base of the second and 
third. D. australiae and D. torrensensis are also much larger species, although 
much smaller than the preceding one. The punctures are as I have described 
them in the preceding species, but the imiect beit» very much smaller, they are 
less clearly visible under a lens; the front part of the prostemum is also finely 
transversely strigosc. The general appearance of the insect is strikingly close 
to Scopaeus fiaj'ocastaneus (of which both sexes are known), but the front 
legs are at once distinctive, the antennae are also stouter, with most of the joints 
transverse. 

Lattirobium, Grav., Cat., p. 253. 


ADELAiDAE, Blackb. N.S.W., S A., 
C.A. 

spenceri, Blackb. (Dolicaon), Cat., 
p. 275. 

ANGUSTICEPS, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., 

S.A., N.W.A., N.T., C.A. 
var. semifumatum, l>ea, Trans. 
Roy. vSoc. S. Austr., 1916, p. 
494. 

AUSTRALICUM, Sol. N.S.W., S.A. 
BASIPENNE, I^a, I.C., p. 495. 
N.S.W., S.A.. C.A. 

BREVICEPS, Fvl. Q. 

CRiBRUM, Fvl. g., N.S.W.. V., 
Tas., S.A. 

var. rufiventre, Fvl. 

ExiGUUM, Blackb. S.A. 


FBKREUM, Fvl. N.S.W. 

GRATEIXUM, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., V., 
S.A. 

clongatulus, Mad. (Dolicaon), 
Cat., p. 274. 

LIMBATUM, Fvl. Q. 

MiCHAELSENi, Bemh. W.A. 
MICROS, Fvl. Q., N.W.A. 

MUTATOR, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., V.. 
Tas., S.A., NAV.A., N.T. 
var. bipartilum, Fvl. 

NOTATICOLLE, Fvl. Q., W.A., 

N.W.A.. N.T., C.A. 

PENNATUM, Fvl. Q., N.W.A. 
poLiTULUM, Mad. Q- 
vicTORiENSE, Blackb. V. 


T.,atiirobium australicum, Sol. 

Blackburn referred this species to Dicax)^^ but I think it should remain in 
Lathrobium; its head is almost exactly as in L. ferreum, not as in the species 
of Dicax. 

Lathrobium gratellum, Fvl. 

Dolicaon clongatulus, Mad. 

Specimens that were compared and agree with the type of Dolicaon 
clongatulus, agree perfectly with the description of L. gratellum, except that 
they are somewhat larger, 5*5.75 mm. Fauvel appeared to have doubts as to 
gratellum really being distinct, but thought the description of the prothorax 
of clongatulus did not fit it. Madeav described it as “considerably longer than 
the breadth”; Fauvel as “tertia parte longiore quam latiorc.” Although Madeay’s 
name was published before Fauvel’s, the latter's name must stand, as elongatulum 
was used by Kraatz for a species of Lathrobium in 1858. 


Lathrobium akousticbps, Fvl. 

L. semifumatum, Lea, var. 

Two specimens from Stewart River (Queensland), and one from Sydney, 
agree with the description of angusticeps; th<y are structurally identical with 


{») Blackburn, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Aust., 1902, p. 20. 
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semifumatum, and probably that form should be regarded as one of the many 
varieties of the species. Those before me vary from having the abdomen, 
except the tips, and head black or dull brown, prothorax almost as dark as the 
head or much paler, and elytra entirely pale to having a more or le.ss large portion 
of the base infuscated. 

Lathrobium cribrum, Fvl. 

A specimen, from Melbourne, agrees well with the description of this species; 
another, from Tasmania, agrees also with the description, but differs from the 
Melbourne specimen in being more robust, and the el 3 rtra larger, with slightly 
sparser punctures. 

var, rufiventre, Fvl. Specimens of this variety are before me from Mel¬ 
bourne and Sydney. 

Lathrobium micros, Fvl. 

Two specimens, from Stewart River, agree with the description of this 
species, except that they are somewhat smaller, 3.75-4 mm. 

Lathrobium limbatum, Fvl. 

A specimen, from Whitton (New South Wales), is probably an immature 
one of this species; it differs from the description in being slightly smaller 
(3.5 mm.), the head only slightly infuscated (it is, however, distinctly darker 
than the prothorax) and sixth segment of abdomen scarcely infuscated at the 
base. The punctures of its prothorax and elytra are somewhat unusual, but 
exactly as in the description. 

Lathrobium exiguum, Blackb. 

A specimen of this species, in Mr. Elston’s collection, has the prothorax 
conspicuously reddish, in strong contrast with the head; it was taken, in moss, 
in company with normally coloured ones. 

Lathrobium aoelaidae, Blackb., 1886. 

Dolicaon spenceri, Blackb., 1896. 

I have compared the t)rpe of D. spenceri (belonging to the National Museum) 
with a cotype and other specimens of L. adelaidae, and find them identical. TTie 
latter was referred with some slight doubts to Lathrobium, the former, without 
comment, to Dolicaon. It is close to several species referred by Fauvcl to 
Lathrobium. 

Lathrobium orthodoxum, n. sp. Figs. 17 and 18. 

<S . Shining black; basal joint of antennae, palpi, and legs (knees slightly 
infuscated) fiavous, rest of antennae and mandibles somewhat darker. With 
rather short, black, erect setae, becoming longer about tip of abdomen, elytra and 
abdomen, in addition, with sparse ashen pubescence. 

Head subquadrate (except for rounding off of angles) behind antennae; 
with fairly numerous and srarply defined, but not large punctures, sparser 
between eyes and denser on hind angles than elsewhere. Eyes rather small 
(less than the let^h of basal joint of antennae). Mandibles stout. Antennae 
rather long, first joint as long as second and third combined, third slightly longer 
than second and distinctly longer than fourth, the others to tenth smaller and 
ihore or less globular, eleventh about as long as second. Prothorax longer than 
wide, apex almost the width of head, sides slightly decreasing, with a very feeble 
incurvature to base, punctar^ sli^tly larger and denser than on head, but 
leaving a shining median line, a few minute ones scattered about. Elytra 
parallel-sided, distinctly wider and about mie-half Icmger than prothorax; with 
small sUbrugose punctures. Abdomen wHh penultimate and ante-penultimate 
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s^ments notched at apex on under>9tvface. Fraid: iemoxa stout antF {(^[>17 
dentate; four basal joints of front tarsi stont, atid forming' a briefly o SXfe pad, 
basal joint of hind tarsi very slightly longer than second. Length, 5-5.5 intn. 

9. Differs in having the antennae and legs somewhat shorter and abdomen 
not notched. 

Hab.—South Australia: Murray River (R. F. Kemp); Victoria: Pianjil, in 
July (C. Oke); New South Wales: Mulwala (T. G. Sloane). Type, I. 12^7. 

The sides of the head for their greater extent are quite parallel; the teeth 
of the mandibles vary on each side, and also on the individuals; those figured 
are of the type male. The elytra on two specimens are not quite black, although 
at first glance they appear to be so; their punctures are small and not very 
shaiply defined, but are usually lineate in arrangement. In general appearance 
like some of the dark forms of L. mutator, but head considerably longer and 
more parallel-sided, eyes smaller, antennae thinner, and not infuscated in 
middle, etc. 

Lathrobium punctipenne, n. sp. 

<S • Shini^ black; tarsi and palpi fiavous, a few erect setae on upper- 
surface, becoming longer and more nunterous at apex of abdomen, elytra and 
abdomen spar-sely pubescent. 

Head subquadrate between antennae and neck, angles rounded off; A'ith 
numerous, but not crowded, sharply-defined punctures of moderate size 
Mandibles strong, with several acute teeth. Antennae with first joint as long 
as second and third combined, third slightly longer than second and distinctly 
longer than fourth, fifth-tenth subglobular. Prothorax slightly longer than wide, 
wi^st at apex, where the width is about equal to that of head, sides feebly 
decreasing to base, hind angles strongly rounded; an almost regular row of 
punctures on each side of the shining median line, towards sides with ifregular 
ones. Elytra about one-fourth wider than prothorax and one-half longer, parallel 
sided except that the angles are rounded off; with distinct rows of puhetures 
Subapical segment of abdomen triangularly notched at middle of apex on under¬ 
surface, the preceding segment depressed there. Front tarsi with four basal 
joints dilated to form a circular pad, basal joint of hind tarsi slightly longer 
than second. Length, 4.75-5 mni. 

9 • Differs in having the head slightly smaller, the legs slightly shorter, 
and the abdomen not notched. 

Hab.—^Western Australia: Swan and Vasse Rivers (A. M. I.«a) 

A highly-polished black species, like very small and thin P. australicum. 
On the type male the antennae and legs (except tarsi) are almost as dark as the 
other parts, but on the female thw are of a dingy brown. The punctures on 
the el 3 ^ra are about as large as those on the prothorax, but being somewhat 
rugose they are much less sharply defined. 

lAthrobium tropicum, n. sp. 

cT. Black; logs and part of under-surface of abdomen of a dingy testaceous- 
brown, antannae darker, but becoming paler towards apex, labial palpi still 
p^er, Ltogth. 5 mm. 

Hob.-—Northern Territory: Oenpelli (F. Cahill). Type (unique), in 
Katkaial Museum. 

The sculpture is almost exactly as described in the preceding species, and 
the ga^wral amiearance, is much the same, but it differs in having larger eyes 
(the wstance from eaw eye to the neck is but little more than thft<<length of 
an eye, on that species it is twice the length of an eye), antennae distinctly longer 
SUid thinner, punctures on top of head (parser, prothorax slightly wider, i legs 
paler, and ciouiing somewhat sparser. From L. orthodoxum it differs in having 

a 
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larger «yes, antennae longer and thinner, and in the prothoracic punctures; on 
that species the punctures on the sides are irregular up to those on each side of 
the metUan line; on the present species (and to a less extent on L. punctipenne) 
the punctures on the sides are also irregular but not up to the median line, so 
that from certain directions there appear to be three shining lines separated by 
rows of punctures. 

Lathrobimn angiutulum, n. sp. 

9 . Of a dingy piceous-browii; head almost black, antennae, palpi, and 
legs flavous. With fairly numerous dark setae, the abdomen rather densely 
pubescent, the el)rtra more sparsely so. 

Head rather elongate; with numerous sharply-defined but not very large 
punctures, becoming crowded on hind angles. Mandibles strong, each with a 
large median tooth, and some snialler ones towards base. Antennae with first 
joint as long as second and third combined, third distinctly longer than second, 
and almost as long as fourth and fifth combined, the following ones to tenth 
gradually becoming subglobular. Prothorax distinctly longer than wide, apex 
slightly narrower than head and not much wider than base, sides gently incurved 
to middle; * with rather dense sharply-defined punctures, but leaving a rather 
narrow, shining, median line. Elytra distinctly longer than prothorax and 
slightly wider than its widest part, parallel-sided; punctures somewhat smaller 
and less sharply defined than those on prothorax. Front femora stout, with 
a small but acute tooth; front tibiae rather stout, feebly notched near middle; 
four basal joints of front tarsi dilated to form a suboval pad; basal joints of 
hind tarsi short. Length, 6 mm. 

//of*.—New South Wales: Tamworth (A. M. Lea). Unique. 

An unusually narrow species, allied to L. adelaidae, but even thinner, darker, 
antennae longer, and elytral punctures slightly different. The prothorax is not 
as dark as the elytra, but is not conspicuously reddish, the two apical segments 
of abdomen, and the tip of the preceding one, are paler that the other segments. 
The main portion of the head is slightly longer than wide, but from tip of the 
extended mandibles to the base of the neck the head is almost twice as long as 
wide. The elytral punctures are not regularly disposed, but from some directions 
they appear in places to be feebly seriate in arrangement. The abdomen of the 
type has most of the segments with the membranous part of each showing, 
so that it appears to be in alternating pale and dark bands, but the pale ones 
would be concealed on most specimens. 

lAtiirobium mediopalUdum, n. sp. 

6. Pale castaneous; antennae, p^pi, and legs paler, head and most of 
abdomen infuscated. Abdomen with dense and very short pubescence. 

Head sulxjuadrate between mandibles and neck; with numerous sharply 
defined but not very large punctures. Mandibles stout and strongly dentate. 
Antennae with basal joint as long as second and third combined, third slightly 
longer than second and conspicuously longer than fourth. Prothorax distinctly 
longer than wide, widest in front, where the width is slightly less than that of 
head, sides gently incurved to middle; punctures as on Wd, except that they 
are absent from a narrow, shining median line. Elytra parallel-sided, distinctly 
wider and much longer than prothorax; and with somewhat smaller and denser 
punctures. Apparent fifth sqjmi^snt of abdomen depressed in middle of apex on 
under-surface, the sixth triangularly notched there. Front femora stout and 
with a 4 rather small toerth; front tfinae slightly notched before middle, apical 
portion stout; four baial joints of frotd tarsi dilated to form a suboval pad, 
basal joints of hind tarsi small. Length, A3& nun. 
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Hob, —^Queensland: Stewart River (W. D. Dodd). Type (unique), 

I. 1286f 

Allied to L. micros, but, apart from colour, differs in having the head, 
prothorax, and elytra all with different punctures. The colours are apparently 
as in L. limbatum, but differs from description and from a specimen I have, 
with some doubt, identified as belonging to that species, in having the median 
line of the prothorax narrower and shorter than is usual in the genus, elytra 
with punctures not at all seriate in arrangement, and the apical third not “fere 
laevi. The abdomen is the only part of the upper-surface that is densely 
clothed, the head and elytra arc sparsely pubescent, and the setae are nowhere 
numerous. 

Lathrobixim pulchellum, n. sp. 

9 • Shining black; prothorax and tips of elytra bright castaneo-flavous. 
antennae, palpi, and legs flavous, apical portion of abdomen dull red. Upper- 
surface with sparse dark setae, abdomen rather densely pube.scent. 

Head between antennae and neck slightly transverse; with moderately 
large and sharply-defined punctures, very sparse in middle, but numerous on 
hind angles. Mandibles stout and strongly dentate. Antennae with first joint 
almost as long as second to fourth combined, third somewhat thinner than second, 
and about as long, distinctly longer than fourth, the others to tenth more or less 
globular. Prothorax subquadrate, angles slightly rounded off; with a somewhat 
irregular row of distinct punctures on each side of middle, sides with fairly 
numerous punctures, in places with a lincate arrangement. El)rtra almost 
parallel-sided, slightly wider than prothorax, and about one-half longer; punc¬ 
tures rather small and not very sharply defined, but in more or less distinct rows. 
Front femora stout and obtu.sely dentate, four basal joints of front tarsi dilated 
to form a rather small pad, basal joint of hind tarsi slightly longer than second. 
Length, 4.5 mnt. 

//o6.—Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection). Type (unique), 

I. 12399. 

A pretty little species, the type of which was identified by Blackburn as 
belonging to DoUcaon quadralicoHis, and except in size, it agrees well with the 
description of that species; but on comparison with the type it was seen to be 
very different. In general appearance the type of that species is like a very 
wide Lathrobium bipartitum, about the same length and colour, but about one- 
half wider; the present species differs from bipartitum in being much smaller, 
decidedly narrower, elytra flatter, with smaller punctures, less of apex pale, 
and antennae much thinner. The pale portion of the elytra at the suture 
scarcely occupies one-sixth of their length, but is triangularly dilated to occupy 
about one-third of each side. At fir.st glance the prothorax appears to be 
quite square, but on close examination the apex is seen to be slightly wider than 
tnc base. The eighth to tenth joints of antennae are each very slightly longer 
than wide. 

Lathrobium transveraicepa, n. sp. 

9 • Shining reddish-castaneous; legs (except knees, which are slightly 
infuacated) and palpi paler, most of head deeply infuscated, alxlomen slightly 
infuscated, almost the whole of the three apical segments and the tips of the 
others paler. With rather short and not very dense setae, the abdomen with 
very abort ashen pubescence. 

Head between artiennae and neck rather strongly transverse; with fairly 
large aharply-defined punctures, rather sparse, but booming crowded on hind 
apglea. Mandibles stout and acutely dentate. Antennae rather long, ba.sal 
joint as long as second and third combined, third much longer than second or 
fottrth, the others to tenth subpyriform and slightly decreasing in let^h, but 
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none tiumverse, eleventh longer. Prothorax siibquadrate, apex slightly wider 
than base, sides feebly incurved at middle, hind angles strongly rounded: an 
irregular subg«ninate row of punctures on eadi nde of middle, and fairly 
numerous ones on sides. Elytra parallel-sided, distinctly longer and wider than 
prothorax, but scarcely one-fifth longer than wide; with somewhat irregular 
rows of 'rather small punctures, becoming smaller and less regular posteriorly. 
.Abdomen with dense and small punctures. Front femora stout and slightly 
dentate, four basal joints of front tarsi strongly dilated to form a subovate pad, 
basal joint of hind tarsi slightly longer than second. Length, 8 mm. 

Hob.—North-western Australia: Behn River (R. Helms). Unique. 

In general appearance like small and narrow L. ferreum, but clytral punc¬ 
tures very different; very different in colour from L. fulvipemtf, and base of 
head, especially at the angles, opaque and with crowdM punctures. It is the 
size and much the colour of Dolicaon f (tricolor, but the head is darker and 
hind tarsi different. It is apparently allied to L. pennatum, as the w'hole base 
of the head, in advance of the neck, at 6rst glance appears to be truncated, on 
close examination, however, the hind angles are seen to be sligh^ rounded off, 
but even the slight rounding is partially obscured by clothing. The description 
of pennatum is but little more than a comparison with the ex-Australian L. 
fulvipenne; there are several English specimens of that species before me, and 
they are black, with the antennae, palpi, legs, and elytra reddish, the latter on 
one specimen slightly infuscated at the ^e; in his second table of the species 
of Latlu'obium,^^'^^ Fauvel notes pennatum as having the head, prothorax, and 
abdomen black, the elytra reddish, with the base blackish. The punctures on 
the prothorax are slightly larger than those on the head, in some parts they 
appear to form irr^;mar rows in addition to those on each side of the middle, 
but about the apex, except in the middle, they are all irregular. 

# 

Lathrobiiim abdominale, n. sp. Fig. 19. 

d*,), Black or blackish; mandibles, antennae, and legs of a dingy reddish- 
brown, tarsi and palpi paler. Rather densely clothed with short ashen 
pubescence, and with a few dark hairs scattered about. 

Head behind antennae subquadrate, but angles rounded off; with crowded 
and small but idiarply-defined punctures; under-surface shagreened. Mandibles 
stout. Antennae moderatelv long, first joint slightly longer than second and 
third combined, third slightly longer than second, and rather more noticeably 
longer than fourth, the others to tenth subglobular. Prothorax slightly loi^r 
than wide, slightly narrower than head, base almost as wide as apM, sides 
gently incurved to middle; punctures as on head, but leaving a narrow, shining, 
median line. Elytra paralkd-sided, slightly wider than head and considerably 
longer than prothorax; punctures slis^ly smaller and not quite as dense as on 
prothorax. Under-surface of abdomen with a laige excavation common to 
three segments: a small portion at apex of apparent fourth, occupying the 
ajmarent fifth for almost its entire vndth, and most of the apparent sixth; 
sorapicai segment deej^y notdied. Front femora stout, obtusely dentate; front 
tiMae stout; four basal joints of front tarsi dilated to form a subcircular pad; 
middle and hind femora somewhat carved. Len^, 5 mm. 

^. Differs in being less robust, antennae and legs shorter, femora thinner, 
the middle and hind ones scarcely curved, and under-surface of abdomen simple. 

Hab .—South Australia: Lucindide (B. A. Feoerbeerdt). Type, I. 126^ 

Qose to L. cribrum, but differs in beh^ more shining, el^ra ^fferently 
cdoured and widi somewhat different punctnres; the abdomen of the «> 
very similar, the excavation varies somewbat in extent and diq^h, but is alleys 

dbiPa^i Aiiii. Mai. av. (W. m»Sitt. ' ^ ^ 
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conspicuous. On several specimens the elytra are entirely black, but on most 
of them a fairly wide sutural space from the h^^sc to the apex is obscurely red* 
dish, but the red is much more distinct from some directions than from others. 
On some specimens the antennae (except the basal joint) are almost black. 
The teeth of the mandibles vary on each side, and also on each individual, 
the median tooth varies considerably in length (I broke those of .several in 
forcing out the mandibles for examination). The apical joint of the maxillary 
iwlpi is rather short and very thin. The first joint of the hind tarsi, from most 
directions appears to be slightly shorter than the second, but when its whole 
extent is visible it is seen to be of the same length. The front tibiae of the 
male are notched about the middle, and there is a comb with many small teeth 
there, but the clothing is so dense about it that it is difficult to sec even the 
notch from most directions. 

Lathrobium apiciilavum, n. sp. 

d. Black; outer apical angles of elytra, labial palpi, and legs flavous. 
Abdomen and part of head with very short dense pubescence, the former with 
long hairs about apex, rest of upper-surface shining and with sparse setae. 

Head briefly ovate, hind angles strongly rounded; with crowded and small 
punctures; neck small. Mandibles stout and strongly dentate. Antennae long, 
passing base of prothorax, all the joints much longer than wide, first about as 
long as second and third combined, third slightly longer than second and dis¬ 
tinctly longer than fourth. Prothorax slightly longer than wide, sides feebly, 
the angles strongly, rounded, apex scarcely wider than base; with dense and 
sharply-defined punctures, except on a narrow, shining, median line. Elytra 
conspicuously longer and wider than prothorax; with somewhat smaller and 
denser punctures. Abdomen with very dense and minute punctures, apparent 
fifth segment with a subtriangular notch at middle of apex on under-surface, 
and a shallower one towards each side. Front femora stout and acutely dentate; 
front tibiae thin and ridged near base, notched about middle and stout towards 
apex; four basal joints of front tarsi dilated to form a subovate pad, basal joint 
01 hind tarsi slightly shorter than second. Length, 5-5.5 mm. 

9 . DiflFcrs in having somewhat shorter and thinner antennae and legs, 
slightly smaller head, and abdomen not notched. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Windsor (H. J. Carter), Narromine (Dr. E. 
W. Ferguson). Type, I. 12649. 

Readily distinguished from all other Australian species by the pale outer apical 
angles of elytra; it is nearer L. cribrum and L. abdomimlc than to the others. 
Although there are differences in the antennae, tarsi, prothorax, etc., the figure 
of Dibftomtes laticeps^^ will give a good general idea of this insect. The basal 
joint of antennae, and one or two of the apical ones, are of a dingy flavous, the 
Others are more or less deeply infuscated; the under-surface is not as dark as 
the upper. The apical joint of the maxillary palpi is fairly long and very thin 
(almost setifomi), much as it is in many species of Heterothops. The punc¬ 
tures on the prothorax are slightly larger than those on the elytra, and much 
iitore sharply defined than those on the head. 

SuNiopsis, Fvl., Cat., p. 271. 

miTus, Lea. W,A. singularis, Fvl. W.A. 

Suniopsis eribripenata, n. sp. 

9* Shining castaneous; part of abdomen infuscated. Antennae, palpi, 
attd 1(^ flavous, basal half of tibiae and of femora infuscated. Labrum and 

(tUShsrfb Biol, Cent. Amer., i., (Part 2), 1886, p. 603. 
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sides of elytra with a few long hairs, more numerous on sides of abdomen and 
on anal styles, rest of abdomen moderately clothed. 

Head oblong-ovate, with a rather large neck; with large and fairly numerous 
but irregularly distributed punctures; under-surface highly polished, with a 
few strong punctures on sides. Mandibles long and sharp, with a strong acute 
tooth about one-third from base, base with two very minute teeth. Eyes large, 
invisible from below. Antennae thin, none of the joints transverse, rrothorax 
distinctly longer than wide, widest near apex, where the width is about equal 
to that of head, and decidedly more than that of base, sides gently rounded, all 
angles strongly rounded off; with an irregular row of large punctures on each 
side of the middle, and more irregular ones on sides, a few minute punctures 
scattered about. Elytra small, much shorter and slightly narrower than pro¬ 
thorax, base strongly, the sides slightly rounded; with coarse crowded punctures. 
Abdomen slightly dilated posteriorly, the sixth segment largest of all and 
slightly wider than head, with dense punctures, becoming smaller posteriorly. 
Length, 7.5 mm. 

Hot.—Victoria: Dividing Range (Blackburn’s collection). Type (unique), 
I. 12622. 

The front tarsi are not very thin, and are distinctly shorter and wider than 
the others. In general appearance the species is close to Hyperomma picHpes, 
but is referred to Suniopsis on account of the maxillary palpi, of these the third 
joint is large, elliptic-ovate, and with the fourth quite concealed in its apex. 
I'here are two ball-like appendages to the mentum, but the type being unique 
1 have not dissected out tne mentum to examine its paraglossae. The mandibles 
are almost exactly as in H. bryophilufH, and practically the only feature generic- 
ally distinguishing it from that species is the apical joint of the maxillary 
palpi: the fact that this species has the curious ball-like appendages as in most, 
if not all, species of Hyperomma, would appear to indicate that the two genera 
should be combined; it this course should be decided upon, Suniopsis has 
page priority. 

Suniopsis picticomis, n. sp. 

d . Black and highly polished; mouth parts, two basal joints of maxillary 
palpi, and mandibles reddish, two basal joints of antennae reddish, the apical 
one ^most flavous, the intervenin|' ones more or less deeply infuscated; femora 
pale (almost watery) flavous, tibiae and tarsi infuscated. Head, sides of pro¬ 
thorax, and of elytra with long straggling hairs, becoming numerous on sides of 
abdomen and on anal cerci, rest of abdomen densely clothed. 

Head oblong-ovate, with a rather large neck; with large and numerous but 
irregularly distriWed punctures, and a few minute ones; under-surface polished 
and with scattered punctures. Mentum triai^larly notched in middle, each 
side margining the notch slightly produced. Eyes of moderate size, concealed 
from below. Mandibles rather long and acute, a small but distinct tooth near 
base. Antennae rather short, joints after the third feebly decreasing in length, 
the ninth and tenth scarcely, if at idl, lon^r than wide, eleventh somewhat 
longer. Prothorax distinctly longer than wide, apex slightly wider than head, 
and distinctly, but not much, wider than base, sides gently rounded, all angles 
feebly rounded off; an irregular semidouble row of moderately large punctures 
on each side of middle and irregular ones on sides, a few minute punctures 
scattered about. Elytra very sm^l, much shofter than prothorax, and slightly 
narrower at widest; with fairly dense and rather large punctures. Abdomen 
almost parallel-sided to near apex, sixth segment largest of all and slightly widbr 
than prothorax; with dense punctures, suimpical segment with a deep triarmlar 
notch on under-surface, with a fine maigining membrane. Legs not very Tong, 
front tarsi thin, but somewhat wider and shorter than the others, length, 8 mm. 
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Hab. —South Australia: Myponga, in moss (A. H. Elston). Type (unique), 
1 . 12S5S. 

The base and apex of prothorax and tip of abdomen are obscurely diluted 
with red. From some directions some of the elytral punctures appear to be 
lineate in arrangement. At first glance the type appears very close to 
Hyperomma nigrum, but the large joint of the maxillary palpi is dark, the 
fourth joint is apparently missing, and the femora arc very pale throughout. 
Under the microscope the third joint of the maxillary palpi is seen to be large, 
its tip truncated, with the fourth, on the right side, completely buried iji its tip, 
and the one on the left side with its tip just showing. In manipulating the 
mouth parts for examination some slight force was used, and this may possibly 
have pressed out the tip of the fourth joint; quite possibly, however, the fourth 
may be capable of retraction; if this should be the case it removes the main 
distinction between Suniopsis and Hyperomma. 

Hyperomma, Fvl., Cat., p. 269. 

An interesting genus, all the known species of which are apterous, and have 
a small but distinct apical joint to the maxillary palpi, apparently the only dis¬ 
tinguishing feature from Suniopsis, in which the true fourth joint is buried 
within the tip of the third. Fauvel recorded Hyperomma as having the front 
tarsi dilated, and Suniopsis as having them thin, but in several species of 
Hyperomma they are no wider than in the known species of Suniopsis. The 
species of both genera, except a doubtful one referred to Hyperomma, have 
eyes on top of the head, so as to be invisible from below. Following is a table 
of the Australian species:— 


A. Body parts, except tip of alidonien, entirely black. 
a. Head and prothorax finely shagrecned. 

(jlobuUfcntm 

oa. Head and prothorax not shagrecned. 
b. Legs variegated . 

.. nigrum 

bb. Legs entirely red. 

c. Front tarsi strongly dilated. 

.. lahralc 

cc. Front tarsi rather thin, 
d. Prothorax conspicuously dilated to near apex .. 

crihratum 

dd. Prothorax scarcely wider near apex than near base .. 

.. cylindricum 

AA. Body parts only partly, or not at all, black 

B. Eyes minute and lateral. 

microps 

BB. Eyes large and on top of head. 

C. Head and prothorax finely shagrecned. 

tncgaccphalum 

CC. Head and prothorax not shagrecned. 

D. Length less than 5 mtn. . 

inquilinutn 

DD. Length more than 6 mm. 

E. Legs variegated . 

.. piciipes 

EE. Legs tiot variegated. 

F. Upper* surface of head obliquely and longitudinally strigose abnortnc 

FF. Upper-surface of head not strigose. 

G. Prothorax and elytra uniformly coloured .. 

.. lacertinum 

GG. Prothorax and elytra not uniformly coloured .. 

.. bryopkilum 

ABNORME, Blackb. V., Tas. nigrum. Lea. 

W.A. 

UACERTiNUM, Fvl. S.A., W.A. piCTiPES, Lea. 

Tas. 


Hyperomma lacertinum, Fvl. 

A female, from St. Francis Island (South Australia), probably belongs to 
this spfxdes, but differs from the description in being smaller, 11 mm.; the type 
was also described as “obscure rubrum, abdomine piceo"; the island specimen 
is of a rather bright reddish-castaneous, with the abdomen blackish, except that 
the apical segment and the tips of the others are obscurely reddish. 
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HynUtOMMA ABVOKUB, Blibcldb. 

A specimen, from Tasmania, probably belongs to this ^lecies. but differs 
from a cotype in having the row of punctures on ea^ side of the middle of the 
prothorax semidouble, and the head nonstriated (this, however, was noted as a 
sexual feature); in general appearance it is very close to the preceding species, 
but the head, prothorax, elytra,, and abdomen are of an almost uniform shade 




although decidedly larger. 

Hyperomma globuliferum, n. sp. Figs. 20 and 31. 

d- Black; mouth parts, antennae (most of the joints partly infuscated), 
palpi and legs reddish, anal style.s darker. Head, sides of prothorax, and of 
elytra with straggling dark hairs, becoming numerous on sides of abdomen 
posteriorly, rest of aMomen (both surfaces) with short and dense setae. 

Head subquadrate; with rather dense and small, but fairly sharp punctures, 
and with much larger ones irregularly scattered, but four between bases of 
antennae; under-surface transversely strigose, but at sides shagreened, a few 
strong punctures scattered about. Mandibles long, thin, and simple, exc«)t for 
the .swelling at inner base. Antennae thin, third joint about one-third shorter 
than first, about one-third longer than fourth, and twice the length of second. 
Maxillaty palpi with third joint long, the fourth short and briefly conical. Pro¬ 
thorax distinctly longer than wide, widest near apex, where it is as wide as 
base of head and about one-third wid^r than its own base, all angles rounded 
off; with an irregular row of distinct punctures on each side of middle and 
with minute ones scattered about; towards each side with another irregular row 
of punctures, then punctures about as large as the small ones on head, mixed 
with a few other larger ones; front of prosternum strongly transversely strigose. 
Elytra very short, scarcely more than hsuf the length of prothorax, slightly dilated 
to apex, where the width is less than that of prothorax; with crowded and 
rather coarse punctures, with a few somewhat larger ones scattered about, an 
irregular depression near each side. Abdomen almost parallel-sided to near 
apex; with crowded punctures; under-surface of sixth segment with a deep 
notch, margined by a thin membrane. Front tarsi with basal joints feeUy 
dilated. Length, 12-16 mm. 

9* Differs in having the head somewhat wider, abdomen more dilated 
posteriorly, and the sixth segment not notched. 

Hab. —^Victoria; Dandenong Ranges (Blackburn's collection). Emerald (H. 
H. D. Griffith from £. Jayvis), Mount Macedon (H. W. Davw), Gippsland 
(Dr. E. W. Ferguson), Belgrave in January, October, November (F. E. Wilson), 
and in February (C. Oke), Femtree Gully in July (Oke); New South Wales: 
Nowra (Ferguson). Type, I. 12401. 

About the size and colour of Dicox ecphahtes and ScywbalUm duphpunc- 
tatum, but apterous, mandibles single, eic. The head and prothorax are very 
finely shagreened, and although hardly c^<iUe are less shining than the elytra; 
the eyes are large and invisible frtmi b«Qw, The hairs about the mouth are 
longer and paler than those on the other parts of the head The punctures in 
the prothoracic rows vary in tuunber from twelve to eighteen, they are slightly 
smaller than the large ones on head, and die minute ernes are also smaller tl^ 
tltose on head, except at the sides, where they Are about as huge. 

This species has two curious processes attndbed to the mentum; they appear 
like two pale almost ciroalar balls, they are Of fairly large size and quite djifdfKt 
from below, or from in front,, when the numdiMei arc o^; 'althoi^h from most 

S rections tluy appear to he globular, IrOm. an oMhfue direction eadi is seen to 
ve a small drcidar otmcaidty. Under a eenq^oimd power they are seen to 
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be separated by the median projection of the mentum and to be inwards of ^ 
paragioftsae (on this s)>ecies the paraglossae are large, comb-shaped, with 
numerous long close-set teeth), the basal half of the basal joint of the palpi 
appears as if squeezed thin by them. They are not sexual, and are present, but 
smaller, on other species of the genus. C3n first seeing them I was under the 
impression that they were beetle mites in an unusual position. 

Two badly-damaged males from Kangaroo Island (J. G. O. Tepper) 
apparently belong to this species, but differ from the types in being smaller and 
thinner, head somewhat longer, and its under-surface, as also that of the pro- 
sternum, less conspicuously transversely strigose. 

Hyperomma megacephalum, n. sp. 

9 Dull castaneous, some parts slightly darker than others; antennae, 
palpi, and legs paler (castaneo-flavous). Head, sides of prothorax and of elytra 
with sparse straggling hairs, becoming denser on abdomen, especially about apex, 
both surfaces of abdomen with dense, short, depressed clothing. 

Head subquadrate; with numerous small punctures and with larger ones 
scattered about and becoming crowded on sides; under-surface transversely 
strigose. Eyes large and invisible from below. Mandibles long and thin. 
Antennae thin, third joint one-third shorter than first, one-third longer than 
fourth, and twice the length of second. Subapical joint of maxillary palpi large, 
the apical one small and briefly conical. Prothorax longer than wide, apex 
scarcely as wide as head, obliquely narrowed to base, all angles rounded off; 
with minute punctures becoming larger on sides, on each side of middle with an 
irregular row of large punctures, each side with two still more irregular rows, 
becoming conjoined at base and apex. Elytra slightly shorter than head and 
much shorter than prothorax, slightly dilated to apex, where the width is about 
equal to that of the middle of the prothorax; with rather large crowded punc¬ 
tures. Abdomen dilated to near apex, fifth segment largest of all and slightly 
wider than head. Basal joints of front tarsi feebly dilated. Length, 12.5 mm. 

Hab, —Victoria: Dandenong Ranges (C. French). Unique. 

The head with the mandibles clenched is (except for the neck and for the 
rounding off of the angles) an almost perfect square; the mandibles have not 
been forced open, but they appear to be simple. The head and prothorax arc 
very finely shagreened, and in conse<|uencc less shining than the elytra; there 
are seven large punctures on the front of the clypeus, but they are irregularly 
placed, of the rows of punctures on each side of the middle of the prothorax 
there arc 17 in one, and 19 in the other; on each elytron there are three irregular 
rows of punctures, larger than the others, but they are not very distinct at the 
first glance. The head is larger and abdomen more dilated posteriorly than in 
any other known species of the genus; the curious ball-likc appendages to the 
mentum are quite as distinct as on H, globuliferum. 

Hyperomma cylindricum, n. sp. Fig. 21. 

d. Black; mouth parts, antennae (most of the joints partly infuscated), 
legs, and tip of abdomen red. Head, sides of prothorax, and of elytra 
with long straggling hairs, becoming numerous on abdomen, especially at apex; 
abdomen^ both surfaces, with rather dense depressed clothing. 

Head oblong-elliptic; with dense and small sharply-defined punctures, with 
many larger on* scattered about, a rather narrow, shining, and almost im- 
ptmetate space between eyes; under-surface strongly shagreened, becoming 
longlNtdfim^ striated near base; with large punctures scattered about, but an 
jilmdit impunetate, narrow, shining, median tnang^e. Mandibles long, thin, and, 
accept for the inner enlargement at base simple. Antennae rather long and 
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thin, none of the joints transverse. Subapical joint of maxillary palpi lari'e, 
the apical one small and briefly conical. Prothorax oblong-elliptic, almost twice 
as long as wide, base not much wider than apex, all angles rounded off; with 
fairly numerous minute but sharply-defined punctures, Incoming slightly larger 
on sides; each side of middle with an irregular, in parts semidouble row of 
large punctures, the sides also with large punctures, front portion of prosternum 
evenly transversely strigose. Elytra about the length of head (excluding 
mandibles) and much shorter thlan prothorax; with dense and rather coarse 
punctures, and with irregular rows of larger one.s. Abdomen slightly dilated to 
near apex, sixth segment largest of all; with dense punctures becoming sparser 
about apex; under-surface of subapical segment with a deep triangular notch, 
margined by a thin membrane. Front tarsi thin.- I.,ength, 10.5-14 mm. 

$. Differs in having the abdomen somewhat wider with the subapical 
.segment not notched. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Sydney (Dr. E. W. Fergu.son and A. M. I.ea), 
Mount Kosciusko (H. J. Carter), Blue Mountains (Ferguson); Victoria: 
Warburton in ■''^ril (F. E. Wilson), Mount Macedon (H. W. Davey), Bellgrave 
in January and Ferntrec Gully in July (C. Oke), Alps, No. 16.33 (Ejnar Fischer), 
Emerald (H. H. D. Griffith from E. Jarvis). Type, I. 15233. 

A long species almost cylindrical throughout, except for short indentations, 
the greatest width of the head, prothorax, and elytra are practically etjual, and 
very little less than the greatest width of the abdomen. The tips of the antennae 
are almost flavous, the tip of the sixth segment, the whole of the seventh, and 
the anal styles are conspicuously reddish on some specimens, but feebly so on 
others. The upper-.surface of the head, and the prothorax, are not a* all 
shagreened, consequently they arc as highly polished as the elytra. The eyes are 
large, but do not alter the curvature of the sidcr, and are invisible from below; 
the inner enlargement at the base of each mandible has a feeble projection, but 
it is quite invisible unless the mandibles arc widely open, and even then it is 
invisible from some directions. The species differs from H. globuliferum in 
the thinner and more cylindrical body, longer head with different sculpture on 
both surfaces, base of mandibles, prothorax scarcely wider at apex than base, 
no part of upper-surface shagreened, etc., there are globular appendages to the 
mentum, but they are smaller than on that species. In general appearance it 
strongly resembles Scymbaliutn duplopunctatum, but the antennae, palpi, mentum, 
punctures, and apterous body are all different. The front tarsi are thin, as in 
Suniopsis, but as the maxillary palpi are exactly as on several species of 
Hyperomma, it was referred to the latter genus. There is a specimen of the 
species in the Australian Museum (K. 21093, from Mount Kosciusko). 

Hyperomma labrale, n. sp. Fig. 22. 

$. Black; mouth parts, antennae (most of the joints infuscated), palpi, 
legs, and tip of abdomen red. 

Head subquadrate; with fairly numerous, small, but sharply-defined punc¬ 
tures, and some large ones irregularly scattered; under-surface opaque and finely 
shagreened; with lar^ scattered punctures, smooth and shining between the 
gular sutures, and stnated about base. Mandibles long, apical half thin, then 
dilated with a blade-like edge to near base, which is finely dentate. Antennae 
thin, none of the joints transverse. Maxillary palpi with subapical joint long, 
the apical one small and briefly conical. Prothorax sli^tly longer than wide, 
scarcely wider than head, very feebly diminishing in width to base, all angles 
rounded off; with rather sparse and minute but sharply-defined punctures, 
becoming; larger and denser on sides, each side of middle with an irregular 
row (thirteen on one side, seventeen on the other) of large punctures, the sides 
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also with numerous large ones; front of prosternum transversely strigose. Elytra 
slightly narrower than prothorax and much shorter. Abdomen somewhat dilated 
posteriorly; with crowded punctures and finely shagreened. Femora stout, front 
ones stouter than the others and feebly dentate; four basal joints of front tarsi 
strongly dilated. Length, 12 mm. 

Hab ,—New South Wales: lllawarra (II. J. Carter). Type (unique), 
1 . 12601. 

The head, except for some long hairs about the muzzle, prothorax, and 
elytra are very sparsely clothed, but this may be due to abrasion. The shape of 
the mandibles and strongly dilated front tarsi are sufficient to distinguish the 
species from all other black-l)odied ones of the genus. I'he labruni is also 
IH’Culiar, owing to its punctures being unusually large its front appears multi- 
sinuatc, instead of evenly bilobed. A second female (received by Mr. Griffith 
from Mr. Carter) has damaged antennae, but is otherwise perfect, and it has 
two ball-likc appendages in the mouth as in //. globtdiferum. 

Hyperomma cribratum^ n. sp. 

9 • Black and highly polished, mouth parts, antennae (most of the joints 
deeply infuscate<l except at base), palpi and legs red, tip of abdomen obscurely 
1 eddish. Head with a few straggling black hairs, still fewer on sides of pro¬ 
thorax and elytra, <ibdomen densely clothed, the sides and tip with long hairs. 

Head (excluding neck) slightly wider than long, base slightly wider than 
elsewhere; with dense and rather small sharply-defined punctures, and large 
ones scattered about; under-surface strongly transversely strigose, and with 
large scattered punctures, gular sutures forming the sides of a smooth triangle 
from mcnlum to middle, but single from there to neck. I^brum larger than 
usual and deeply notched. Eyes large, invisible from below. Mandibles long, 
thin, and simple, except for a minute tooth at inner base. Antennae thin, none 
of the joints transverse. Subapical joint of maxillary palpi large, the apical 
one small and briefly conical. Prothorax distinctly longer than wide, widest near 
apex, where the width is slightly more than that of head, sides obliquely 
decreasing to base, all angles rounded off ; with rather dense and small but 
sharply-defined punctures, becoming denser and larger on sides, each side of 
middle with an irregular (semidouble) row of large punctures, the sides also 
with large ones. Elytra small, shorter than head, much shorter than prolhorax, 
and not much wider than its base, almost parallel-sided; with fairly coarse 
crowded punctures, and irregular rows of larger ones. Abdomen feebly dilated 
posteriorly, with crowded punctures. Front femora stout and rather obtusely 
dentate; front tarsi thin. Length, 16 mm. 

//ofr.—Western Australia: Swan River (f. Clark). Type (unique), 
1. 15231 

The head is decidedly shorter than in //. cylindricum, the sculpture of its 
under-surface is very different, the mandibles are longer, although much the same 
at base, the prothorax is conspicuously dilated in front and its punctures are 
much more conspicuous. The sliape of the prothorax is much as in H, globuli- 
ferum, but it is not shagreened, and its punctures are denser and more con¬ 
spicuous than on that species; the globular appendages to the mentum are 
smaller and less conspicuous. 

Hyperomma bryophilum, n. sp. Fig, 23. 

d. Bright castaneous; middle of head and of prothorax, elytra, sixth 
sement of abdomen, and base of some of the others more or less conspicuously 
infuscated, mouth parts, antennae (some of the median joints infuscated), palpi, 
and legs castaneo^flavous. Head, sides of prolhorax and of elytra, sides and 
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tip of abdomen with long and rather sparse hairs, rest of abdomen with (for the 
genus) rather sparse clothing. 

Head oblong-ovate; with large scattered punctures and a few minute ones; 
imder-surface with a few scattered punctures. Labrum large, deeply notched 
in middle, concealing most of mandibles when clenched. Eyes lar^, invisible 
from below. Mandibles long and acute, with an acute tooth near middle 
and two minute ones at base. Antennae thin, none of the joints transverse, first 
as long as second and third combined, third very little longer than fourth. Sub- 
apical joint of maxillary palpi large, the apical one small and briefly conical. 
Prothorax distinctly longer than wide, widest near apex, thence obliquely 
diminishing in width to near base, all angles rounded off; with an irregular row 
of large punctures on each side of middle, and some large ones on sides, a few 
minute punctures scattered about. Eljrtra small, shorter than head, and much 
shorter than prothorax, base rounded, sides slightly dilated posteriorly; with 
large and fairly dense punctures. Abdomen large, slightly dilated posteriorly, 
sixth segment largest of all, under-surface of seventh deeply notched, anal styles 
long; with numerous but not crowded punctures. Femora rather .stout, four 
basal joints of front tarsi rather strongly inflated. Length, 7.5-8.5 n>m. 

9- Differs in having the head somewhat smaller, abdomen not notched, 
and front tarsi less strongly (although noticeably) inflated. 

Hab. —Tasmania: Waratah, in moss (A. M. Lea). 

The infuscated parts of the head and prothorax arc almost circular, they 
are very distinct on some specimens, but scarcely traceable on others; from three 
to five of the apical joints of antennae are flavous. The fairly wide front tarsi 
and distinct fourth joint of maxillary palpi would seem to refer the species to 
Ilyperomma, but the mandibles are armed, as in Suniopfis. It is allied to H. 
picHpes, from which it differs in being paler, with the legs unifonnly coloured 
(there are five specimens of the present species before me, and two ot pktipes). 
1 have not dissected out the mentum, but there appear to be two small globular 
processes at its apex. 

H 3 rperomma inquilinum, n. sp. 

6. Pale castaneous; elytra and most of abdomen infuscated; mouth parts, 
two basal joints of antennae (the others missing), palpi, and legs flavous. 
Upper-surface with sparse hairs at sides, the abdomen moderately densely 
clothed. 

Head oblong-ovate; with fairly large scattered punctures, and some 
minute ones; under-surface shining and with scattered punctures. Labrum 
deeply notched in middle. Mandibles long, thin, curved, and simple. Eyes 
rather large, invisible from below. Subapical joint of maxillary palpi large and 
stout, the apical one small and briefly conical. Prothorax distinctly longer than 
wide, widest near apex, where the width is slightly more than that of head, sides 
gently rounded and decreasing to base; a row of large punctures on each side 
of mid^e, and others on sides, minute ones scattered about. Elytra small, about 
two-thirds the length of prothorax and decidedly narrower, base strongly rounded, 
the sides moderately so; each with four irregular rows of large tmnetures. 
Abdomen about half the total length, sides feeWy increasing in width to sixth 
segment, which is the largest of all; with fairly dense punctures, tecept at tips 
of segments; under-surface of seventh segment with an equilaterally triangular 
notch at apex. Femora stout, front tarsi moderately wide. Length, 3.5 mm. 

Hab .—^Western Australia: Swan River, from a nest of Iridomyrmex conifer 
(J. Qark). Type (unique), 1.12626. 

^ The sm^est known species of the genus, but apterous and with quite 
typicSl mandibles, eyes, and palpi; the front of the mentum is <fl)scured on tW 
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type. The pale parts of the abdomen are the seventh segment, apical half and 
sides of the sixth, and sides and tips of the others. 

A male, from Victoria (Blackburn’s collection), evidently belongs to the 
species, but differs from the type in being larger, 4.75 mm., with less of the 
sixth and seventh segments of abdomen pale, and more of the others; the 
antennae are perfect, their median joints are slightly infuscated and apical ones 
ffavous, the fourth to tenth are each about as long as wide or very slightly 
transverse, and the eleventh is longer. 

Hyperomma microps, n. sp. 

9- Bale castaneous; antennae, palpi, and legs still paler. Sides with a 
few straggling hairs, abdomen rather sparsely clothed. 

Plead subovate, with a large neck; with fairly dense and large ])unctures; 
under-surface with a few scattered ones. Eyes minute and lateral Mandibles 
long, with a strong compound tooth, about one-third from base but normally 
concealed. Antennae short, fourth to ninth joints slightly transverse, tenth about 
as long as wide, eleventh slightly longer. Maxillary palpi with subapical joint 
large and swollen, apical one small and briefly conical, rrothorax much longer 
than wide, apex scarcely wider than base and narrower than head, all angles 
rounded off; with an irregiilar row of rather large punctures on each side of 
middle, and two still more irregular rows on each side, minute punctures scat¬ 
tered about. lillytra very small, much shorter than prothorax, and at apex about 
as wide, but feebly decreasing in width to base; with rather spar.se and rather 
large punctures, a few forming an irregular row on each side of suture. Abdomen 
gently increasing in width po.steriorly, sixth segment largest of all and distinctly 
wider than head; with fairly nunterous puncture.s. Legs rather short, front 
tarsi simple. Length, 4 mm. 

Ilab. —Tasmania; W’aratah. in moss (A. M. Lea). Unique. 

An anomalous species, for which probably a new genus should have been 
proposed. The minute eyes, strictly lateral and consequently visible both from 
above and below, are distinctive frtmi all known species of Hyperomma and 
iiuniopsis, and the antennae w'ith most of the joints transverse are also aberrant; 
the front tarsi are simple as in Suniopsis, but the apical joint of the maxillary- 
palpi is distinct; the mandibles are dentate, but they vary in Hyperomma. It 
should possibly have been referred to ScimbaHuin, but as I know no apterous 
species of that genus, and as in most generic details it agrees with Hyperomma, 
it lias been referred to the latter. In size it is only larger than H. inquilinum. 

Macrodicax, n. gen. 

Head large, with a wide neck. Eyes small, latero-frental. P^brum trans¬ 
verse, sides pointed. Mandibles long and powerful, strongly tridentate. Mentum 
with two globular processes in front; labial palpi small and thin. Maxillary- 
palpi with subapical joint large, shorter than preceding joint, and about twice 
the length of the apical one, which is conical. Antennae thin but not very long. 
Prothorax large, somewhat dilated in front. Scutellum strongly transverse. 
Elytra small. Abdomen rather short and wide, five segments strongly margined, 
anal styles nuxlerately long. Femora rather stout, edentate; hind tibiae rather 
long^ the others shorter; front tarsi with four basal joints dilated to form a 
Gootpicuous pad, the fifth rather long and thin; basal joint of each of the other 
tarsi distinctly longer than the second, the others evenly decreasing in length to 
fourth, fifth as on front tarsi. Body apterous. 

A retnarkalfle genus with two ball-like objects in the mouth, as in 
HyperomtHO (they are visible from directly in front and very distinct from 



46 


below), but from that genus it differs in the strongly dentate jaws, labrum in¬ 
curved to middle instead of deeply notched, eyes smaller, lateral and with some¬ 
what larger facets, and front tarsi strongly dilated. The jaws, eyes, labrum, 
mandibles, and tarsi are all different from those of Suniopsis. 'I'he head is some¬ 
what like that of Dkax (all the known species of which are winged), but the 
middle and hind tarsi are very different, somewhat resembling those of 
Sdmbalium, whose front tarsi, however, are usually thinner. In catalogues 
the genus should be placed near Dicax and Hyperomma. 

Macrodicax potens, n. sp. Fig. 2. 

tf. Black, in parts with a slight bronzy gloss; mouth parts, parts of 
mandibles, antennae, palpi, legs, most of sterna, and a narrow strip (between 
the gular sutures) on under-surface of head more or less red<lish, parts of 
under-surface of abdomen ob.scurely diluted with red. Upper-surface with 
rather long, scattered, dark hairs, becoming dense on abdomen and legs, front 
of labrum with long reddish hairs. 

Head subquadrate between front and neck, hind angles rounded off, front 
feebly incurved to middle; with fairly numerous, large, setiferous punctures, 
but absent from a .space along middle; with numerous minute punctures scat¬ 
tered about. Antennae thin but not very long, none of the joints transverse, 
first stouter than the others, and almost as long as .second to fourth combined, 
fourth somewhat longer than second and much shorter than third. Prothorax 
slightly longer than wide, apex slightly wider than base, and slightly curved 
near each side, sides gently incurved near base; with a semidouble row of dis¬ 
tinct punctures on each side of middle, more irregular ones towards and on 
sides, and with numerous very minute ones scattered about. Elytra conjointly 
transverse, distinctly shorter than prothorax and less than its greatest width; 
with irregular rows of large rough punctures, some of which are irregularly 
longitudinally confluent. Upper-surface of abdomen with rather dense and not 
very deep but sharply-defined punctures; under-surface with somewhat similar 
ones, but becoming suddenly much smaller and denser in middle of second and 
third segments, sixth segment deeply notched in middle. Front tibiae notched 
on inner side towards base. Len^h (excluding mandibles), 14 mm. 

Hob .—New South Wales: Dorrigo (H. W. Cox). Unique. 

A powerful-looking insect, with a bigger head than any other apterous 
species of the family known to me from Australia. In some lights parts of the 
abdomen appear to be slightly iridescent. There appears to be at least one comb 
of small golden teeth at the notch on each front tibia, but 1 have been unable to 
see it clearly, partly owing to the density of the clothing; the notch itself is 
distinct from but few directions; the tip of each tibia has a fringe of golden 
setae on its upj^r edge, less distinct on the middle ones than on the others. The 
left mandible is slightly dilated from the tip to beyond the middle, when its 
inner edge slightly curves inwards before a strong acutely-triangular tooth, 
beyond this are two smaller but fairly large teeth; the right mandible is without 
the slight incurvature before the big tooth, and its two smaller teeth are smaller 
than those on the left, and should perhaps be regarded as cusps of a tooth. 
The antennae are now broken on the type, only four joints remaining on one 
of them, but one was perfect when the figure was drawn. The head and pro¬ 
thorax are very finely shagreened, the elj^ra rather more coarsely. The large 
punctures on the head are smaller than those on the elytra, but more sharply 
defined and evenly rounded, they are considerably lar^r than those on the 
prothorax, the minute ones on the latter, except in certain lights, are scaredy 
distinguishable from the shagreening. 
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Dicax, Fvl., Cat., p. 276. 

ARCULUS, Fvl. V. ' LONGicEPS, Fvl. (Laihrobiu}n). 

CEPIIALOTES, Fvl. W.A. N.S.W. 

ventralis, Lea. ritbripennis. Fvl. V. 

DESERTi, Blackb. N.S.W.. S.A., ruficollis, Lea. Q.. N.S.W. 

W.A., N.T., C.A. var. nigriventris, I.ea. 

DiC'AX CEPHA1.0TES, Fvl. 

L), vcntralis, Lea. 

The tip of the subapical se^^nient of the abdomen of the male of this species 
has two comb-like processes/*^^ and largely because the.se were not mentioned by 
I'auvel in his de.scriptioii of the abdomen of the male />. cephalotes,, I presumed 
that />. veutralis was not that species. On examining some greasy specimens 
recently, however, the combs were scarcely visible, and so they might easily have 
been overlooked by I'auvel; it would appear, therefore, that the names are 
synonymous. 

Dicax i.ongiceps, Fvl. 

A si)ecimen from Kbor (New South Wales) in the Queen.sland Museum 
prolmbly belongs to this species, but differs from the description in being smaller 
“7.5 as against 9.5 mm. 

Dicax deserti, Blackb. 

Blackburn's description of the colour of /). deserti is practically identical 
with that of Fauvel'.s I), ruhripenuis, except that the latter did not mention 
the tip of the abdomen as partly red; its legs vary from a dingy piceous-brown 
with the tarsi and front coxae paler, to deep black, with the tarsi and meta- 
sternum of a ding)' brown, the elytra var\ from rather dark red to bright 
castaneous. 1'wo specimens, from f)odnadatta, are labelled as cotypes, 
although in the description only Storm Creek was mentioned. 

Var. Four specimens, from Mulwala, appear to belong to the species, they 
differ from the typical form in being smaller, 6.5-7 mm., the legs deep 
black, except that the tarsi are obscurely brown, and the meta.sternum blacki.sh. 
Their colours, in fact, are exactly as on some of the larger ones, but I have seen 
no specimens intermediate in length between 7.5 and 10.5 mm, 

Dicax rubripennis, Fvl. 

A cotype of this species (from the British Museum) differs from small 
specimens of D. deserti in having the abdomen entirely black, the head, pro¬ 
thorax, and elytra with a faint pruino,se gloss (not mentioned by Fauvel) and 
the punctures somewhat smaller and sparser. 

SciMBALiUM, Er., Cat., p. 270. 

(Frequently written Scyntbalium,) 

AGRESTE, Blackb. V., S.A., C.A. opaculum, Fvl. Q., N W.A. 

ARCUATUM, Fvl. N.S.W., V., Tas., piceum, Mad, (Lathrobium), Cat., 
S.A., N.W.A, p, 265, Q., N.W.A, 

AUSTRALE, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., C.A. ferrugineum, Fvl. 

nuPLOPUNCTATUM. Fvl. V., S.A., rofum, Fvl. V., S.A. 

CA. SIMPLARIUM, Fvl. N.S.W., V., 

LAETUM, Blackb. S.A. Tas., S.A., N.W.A. 

MXCROCEPHALUM, Fvl. (Crypto- sparsicolle, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., V., 

bium), Cat., p. 284, Q.. S.A. 

_ N.S.W., V., Tas., S.A. 

<«») Lea, Proc, Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales. 1904, pi 4, fig. 12. 

( 24 ) Since this was written I have received a cotype of cephalotes from the British Museum, 
which puts it beyond question. 



48 


SCIMBALIUM PICEUM, Macl. 

S. ferrugineum, Fvl. 

A specimen, from Northern Queensland, identified by Blackburn as S. 
ferrugineum, and agreeing with the description, was compared and agrees with 
the type of Latkrobium piceum. As its front tarsi are only moderately dilated 
and basal joint of hind tarsi distinctly longer than the second, it is quite 
evidently a Scimbalium. 

SciMBAUUM RUFUM, Fvl. 

Two specimens of an apterous species, from Melbourne, agree well with the 
description of this species; at first glance they are strikingly like Lathrobium 
adelaidae, but the antennae are longer, elytra distinctly shorter, front tarsi less 
dilated, and basal joint of hind tarsi as long as the two following combined. 

Scimbalium pallidulum, n. sp. 

Pale castaneous; antennae, palpi, and legs paler, head slightly infuscated. 
With fairly numerous dark hairs scattered about; abdomen with rather dense 
ashen pubescence, head and elytra more sparsely clothed, prothorax with hairs 
but hardly any pubescence. 

Head between antennae and neck about as long as wide; with numerous, 
fairly large, .sharjily-defined punctures, becoming smaller and more crowded in 
hind angles (which are strongly rounded). Antennae thin, passing base of pro¬ 
thorax, first joint almost as long as second and third combined, third distinctly 
longer than second and fourth, the others to tenth gradually decreasing in 
length, but all distinctly longer than wide. Prothorax distinctly longer 
than wide, almost parallel-sided, except that the angles are rounded; 
with rather dense punctures, smaller than on head, but absent from 
a rather narrow median line. Elytra distinctly longer and wider than 
prothorax, sides slightly dilated posteriorly; with rather dense and asperate 
but sharply-defined punctures, nowhere seriate in arrangement. I..egs rather 
lung; front femora slightly dentate; front tibiae notched at about basal third; 
front tarsi with four basal joints almost as wide as apex of tibiae, the other tarsi 
longer and thinner. I.,ength, 6-7 mm. 

Hab. —Northern Territory: Daly River (H. Wesselman), Adelaide River 
(British Museum): North-western Australia: Derby (W. D. Dodd and Dr. A. 
M. Morgan). Type, I. 12645. 

In appearance close to 6'. semfumafum, but head and abdomen paler, 
antennae and prothorax longer, and elytral punctures somewhat different, The 
colour and size would do fairly well for S. o^aculum, but punctures-of head 
and prothorax certainly differ from the description; in Fauvel’s tablet**) the 
prothorax and elytra are noted as having very dense obsolete punctures; on the 
present species the elytral punctures are dense and rather .small, although quite 
distinct, on the prothoraE they are sparser, somewhat larger, and quite sharply 
defined, but absent from a median line. The prothorax is of a brighter colour 
than the rest of the upper-surface. The mandibles are stout and strongly 
dentate, the front tooth larger than the others. The tip of the abdomen is 
triangularly notched in the male, and the front femora are ratlier more strongly 
dentate than in the female. 

Scimbalium micreptnum, n. sp. 

$. Black; prothorax and legs dark red, palpi and tarsi paler, parts of 
antennae reddish, but mostly deeply infuscated. With fairly numerous dark 
hairs, elytra and abdomen with dark pubescence, rather dense on the latter. 

(»)Pawvel,.Ann. Mub. Civ. Gen., 1878, p. 536. — 
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Head subovate, hind angles strongly rounded; with irregularly distributed 
and fairly large sharply-defined punctures, absent from a small median space. 
Mandibles rather long and strongly dentate. Antennae thin, passing base of 
prolhorax, first joint as long as second and third combined, fourth slightly longer 
than second, and distinctly shorter than third and fifth, the others to tenth 
gradually decreasing in length, hut all distinctly longer than wide. Prothorax 
(listinctly longer than wide, all angles rounded, apex slightly wider than base, 
sides with a very feeble incurvature near base; punctures sharply defined but 
smaller than on head, not very dense, and absent along middle. Elytra about 
one-fourth wider than prothorax, and slightly longer; each with five somewhat 
irregular rows of moderate punctures on disc, bwoming irregular posteriorly, 
u few on sides. Abdomen with punctures (both surfaces) smaller, denser, 
and more asperate than on apical parts of elytra. I'ront femora rather .stout and 
moderately dentate; front tibiae notched near basal third; front tarsi with four 
basal joints slightly wider than apex of tibiae, the other tarsi longer and thinner, 
with the basal joint as long as the three following combined. Length (excluding 
mandibles), 9 mm. 

//o6.—Western Australia: Mount Barker (A. M. Lea). Unique. 

In general appearance somewhat like i'. laetum and 5*. arcuatum, but with 
darker elytra and paler prothorax, the punctures are also much sparser on the 
prothorax and elytra. The elytra are smaller than is usual on winged species of 
the genus, but I have made sure that wings are present. I have not dissected 
out the mentum of the type, but it has two globular appendages at the apex, 
ajjparcntly as in species of Hyperomma. On the type the abdomen is unduly 
extended, with the membranous parts of five segments showing conspicuously 
pale. The head and prothorax arc highly polished, the elytra rather less so. 
'I'he punctures on each side of the median line of the prothorax arc irregularly 
lineate in arrangement. 

Dolicaon, Cast., Cat., p. 274. 

MASTERSi, Mad. (Pinobius). Q. paricolor, Fvl. (,) , N.T. 

NiGRiPENNis, Mad. Q., N.S.W., ytiADRATicou.is. Mad. Q. 

N.W.A. 

Dolicaon alatus, n. sp. Figs. 24-26. 

d. Bright castaueous-red; two apical segments of abdomen, femora, and 
tibiae black, four to six basal joints of antennae infuscated or black, the others 
pale. Upper-surface moderately clothed with ashert pubescence, the head and 
prothorax more sparsely than elsewhere. 

Head, exduding mandibles and neck, distinctly transverse; with fairly large 
and numerous but not crowded punctures, and with minute ones scattered about. 
Antennae extending to base of prothorax, first joint curved, as long as second and 
third combined, third almost twice as long as second and fourth, seventh to tenth 
subglobular, becoming feebly transverse. Mandibles stout and strongly dentate. 
Prothorax at apex almost as wide as the median length, but base narrower, all 
aories moderately rounded off; punctures much as on head, but absent from a 
rather narrow median line. Elytra slightly wider than widest part of prothorax 
and not much longer, angles rounded off, sides almost parallel; with rather 
dense and sharply-defined punctures, slightly larger and denser than on pro- 
thoTOX and head. Abdomen with numerous asperate punctures; under-surface 
of sixth sement wi(h a deep narrow notch. Legs not very long, front femora 
^Ot gnd ratusely dentate, front tibiae notched at about basal third, four basal 
joints of front tarsi dilated to form an ovate pad, basal joint of hind tarsi almost 
as l(»ig as three following combined. I.ength, 8.5-10.5 mm. 

9* Differs in having slightly shorter antennae and legs and abdomen not 

ilot(died. 
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//of,—Queensland: Mackay (R. E, Turner), Bowen (Aug. Sinison’s 
No. 955), Townsville (Ejnar Fischer), Qaudie River (J. A. Kershaw); 
Northern Territory: Darwin, Adelaide River (British Museum). Type, I. 12400. 

Structurally very close to D. fnastersi, except that the head is somewhat 
larger and with longer antennae, but very differently coloured. Of the eight 
specimens under examination all have the apical segments of abdomen black, 
six have the femora and tibiae either entirely black or with only the knees and 
lips of tibiae obscurely paler (on one the front tibiae are entirely pale), but two 
have the legs entirely reddish; the clenched mandibles appear to be completely 
black, but on being forced open they are seen to be partly red. Each mandible 
has a bicuspidatc tooth about one-third from apex, the cusps varying in size, 
and sometimes slightly in position, there is also a small tooth lower down. On 
one specimen one wing is exposed and seen to be ample, as it extends almost to 
the tip of the abdomen. 

Dolicaon pedatus, n. sp. 

d. Dark castaneous; two apical segments of abdomen and parts of 
mandibles black; apical half of antennae paler than basal half. 

Elytra no longer than prothorax, and scarcely as wide as its widest part. 
Length, 10 mm. 

//ab.—Northern Territory. King River (W. McLennan). Type (unique), 
in National Mu.seum. 

In general appearance close to the preceding and with sculpture as described 
for that species, but slightly thinner and darker, clothing slightly denser, head 
slightly less transverse, eighth to tenth joints of antennae quite globular and not 
transverse, punctures everywhere smaller and denser, especially on the elytra, and 
the elytra themselves smaller. Each mandible has a bicuspidatc tooth on the apical 
third and a feeble projection (scarcely a tooth) nearer the base. Remnants of 
wings are present, but are useless for flight, as they arc not half the length of 
the elytra. 

Cryptobium, Mannerh., Cat., p. 278. 


ABIWMINALE, MotS. Q., N.S.W., 
W.A., N.W.A.. N.T. 
apicale, Mad. 

ADKLAiDAE, Blackb. S.A., W.A. 
DELicATULUM, Blackb. S.A. 
ELEGANS, Blackb. V., S.A. 
FRACTUM, Fvl. Q., N.S.W., V., 
Tas., S.A., W.A. 


MASTERS!, Macl. Q., N.S.W., V., 
W.A.. N.W.A., N.T., C.A. 
var. walkeri, Bemh., Arkiv for 
Zool., X. (No. 5), p. 5. 

MYRMECOCF.PHAI-UM, Lea. Q., 

N.S.W., N.T. 

PICEUM, Fvl. Q. 

SANGUiNicoLLE, Bcmh., Arkiv for 
Zool., xiii. (No. 8), p. 14. Q. 
VARicoRNE, Blackb. S.A. 


Cryptobium masters!, Macl. 

C. walkeri, Bernh., var. 

The description of walkeri is but little more than a comparison with 
mastersi, and the differences {minted out are to be noticed on the specimens I 
have already noted as a variety of that species. 

N. var. Two specimens from North-western Australia represent another 
variety; they differ from the typical form in having the fifth abdominal seg¬ 
ment entirely pale, the front part of the head shining, and with much sparser 
{nmetures than usual. 


(X) Lea, Proc. Litm. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1904, p. 73. 
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Cryptobium sancuinicolle, Bernh. 

In general appearance this species is close to C. mastersi, except that the 
elytra are uniformly dark; the specimens before me are from Townsville, 
Mackay, and the Coen River. 


Crvptobutm fractum, Fvl. 

A specimen, from Bowen, probably belongs to this species, but differs from 
typical ones in having the prothorax and base of head of a ding\^ red, possibly 
from immaturity, 

Ciyptobium hoplogastrum, n. sp. Figs. 27 anti 32. 

rf . Black; mandibles red, most of femora flavous, rest of legs deeply 
infuscated, maxillary palpi with apical joint flavous, basal ones reddish, the 
others infuscated. Head, sides of prothorax and of elytra, and sides and apex 
of abdomen with dark straggling hairs, elytra with very short pubescence, 
somewhat longer on abdomen. 

Head subquackate, hind angles rounded off; a deep median line in front, 
becoming finer and disappearing about one-third from neck; with large and 
numerous but irregularly distributed punctures. Mandibles long, with an acutely 
iricuspidatc tooth near middle. Antennae with basal joint as long as four fol¬ 
lowing combined. Prothorax slightly longer than wide, slightly narrower than 
head, almost parallel-sided, angles slightly rounded off ; with an irregular row 
of rather large punctures on each side of middle, the sides with more numerous 
ones. Elytra slightly wider than head, about once and one-third the length of 
prothorax; with <lense and shari)ly-defined punctures of moderate size. Abdomen 
with rather small, sparse, and rugose punctures, but becoming larger on under¬ 
surface, third segment on under-surface with a large acute process, passing 
fourth and overhanging base of fifth segment, sixth triangularly notched at 
apex. I-ength, 7-8 mm. 

$ Differs in having the head smaller and less quadrate, without the 
median line, prothorax as wide as head and abdomen simple. 

Hab ,—Western Australia; Swan River and Kunbury (A. M. Lea). 

Differs from C fracium and C. varicornc in being more robust, with 
tiotabiy coarser punctures and somewhat shorter prothorax, but from those and 
all other species known to me it is abundantly distinct by the remarkable 
armature oi the male abdomen. On the type the tips of the antennae and of 
tfie abdomen are obscurely diluted with red. Another male, which agrees per¬ 
fectly in structure with the type, may be immature, parts of its abdomen 
(including the remarkable process), the shoulders, and tips of elytra are 
obscurely reddish, and the prothorax still more obscurely so, 

Cryptobium bicuspidatum, n. sp. Fig. 28. 

6 . Shining black; mandibles and elytra red, legs flavous, tibiae and coxae 
more or less deeply infuscated, two or three basal joints of antennae reddish, 
two or three apical ones obscurely flavous, the intervening ones deeply infuscated. 
Head, sides of prothorax and of elytra, sides and apex of abdomen, with 
straggling dark hairs, elytra and abdomen rather sparsely pilose. 

Head moderately long, narrower in front of than behind eyes; with large 
and numerous punctures, sparser between antennae than elsewhere. Mandibles 
long and acute, about middle with an acutely bicuspidatc tooth. Antennae 
with first joint about as long as four following combined, second and third sub- 
€4aal, fourth to tenth subglobular, becoming feebly transverse, eleventh slightly 
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longer. Prothorax distinctly longer than wide, subcylindrieal, angles slightly 
rounded off; with an iregular (semidoublc) row of fairly large punctures on 
each side of middle, the sides with more numerous ones. Elytra distinctly wider 
than prothorax and slightly longer; with fairly regular rows of rather large 
punctures, but becoming confused posteriorly. Abdomen with fairly numerous 
small punctures, sixth segment largest of all, its under-surface depressed in 
middle of apex, with a slight tubercle behind the depression, the following seg¬ 
ment deeply notched. I-ength, T5-6.5 mm. 

9 • Differs in having the head slightly smaller, antennae and legs somewhat 
shorter, and under-surface of abdomen simple. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Sydney (H. J. Carter). Type, I. 12646. 

In general appearance like Lathrobium elongatultm, but basal joint of 
antennae longer and less cylindrical; in appearance also close to L. basipenne 
and Scimbalium simplarium, but punctures and antennae different; at first glance 
it looks like small Dkax dcserti, with pale legs, but with the antennae of 
Cryptobium; structurally it is close to C. varicorne and C. cribripenne, but the 
el)rtra are differently coloured and with different punctures. The tips of the 
abdominal segments are obscurely reddish; the male has a slight tubercular 
swelling on the under-surface of the sixth .segment, but it does not extend to 
the tip of its own segment, instead of passing beyond the following one, as on 
the male of C. hoplogastrum. 

Cryptobium spissipenne, n. sp. 

S . Black; mouth parts, antennae (some of the median joints infuscated), 
palpi and legs more or less flavous. Head, sides of prothorax and of el 3 rtra, 
and sides and tip of abdonten with .straggling dark hairs; elytra and abdomen 
with short and not very dense pubescence. 

Head rather large, hind angles strongly rounded off; very finely shagreened, 
with numerous fairly large punctures, becoming crowded about base and sparser 
in front. Mandibles long and acute, near middle with a strong and acutely 
bicuspidate tooth. Antermac with basal joint slightly longer than four following 
ones combined. Prothorax slightly longer than wide, subcylindrieal, angles 
slightly rounded off; with dense and sharply-defined punctures of medium size, 
but absent from a polished median line. Elytra distinctly wider and slightly 
longer than prothorax; with sharply-defined punctures about as large as those 
on prothorax, but much more crowded. Abdomen with dense and rather small 
asperate punctures, becoming sparser posteriorly; under-surface of subapical 
segment deeply notched. Length, 6-8 mm. 

9 • Differs in having the head smaller, antennae and legs slightly shorter, 
and abdomen not notched, 

Hab. —Queensland: Stewart River (W. D. Dodd), Mackay (National 
Museum from R. E. Turner). Type, I. 12619. 

In size and appearance like C. varicorne and C. fractum, but elytral punc¬ 
tures denser, without the least trace of seriate arrangement, head larger and 
less polished, and its punctures denser; in appearance it is also close to C. 
hoplogastrum, but the head is shagreened, legs paler, and abdomen of male 
very different. Parts of the under-surface are usually obscurely reddish, the 
knees are sometimes slightly darker than the adjacent parts, but no parts of the 
legs are conspicuously infuscated. On three (of the nine) specimens before 
me the prothorax is obscurely paler than the adjacent parts, but it is not dis¬ 
tinctly reddish, the infuscation of the antennae varies in extent and intensity. 
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Cryptobium kemhawi, n. sp. 

$. Reddish-brown, elytra and two apical segments of abdomen blackish, 
most of femora flavous, trochanters and tarsi redder, rest of legs deeply inf us- 
cated. Prothorax and elytra glabrous, except for short and sparse clothing at 
sides, rest of upper-surface finely pubescent. 

Head rather elongate, sides behind eyes rather strongly rounded and deeply 
constricted at neck, two subfoveate impressions between antennary ridges; with 
crowded and not very large but sharply-defined punctures. Mandibles long and 
acute, a large compound tooth about the middle. Antennae moderately stout, 
first joint almost as long as five following combined, ninth and tenth scarcely 
longer than wide, l^rothorax much longer than wide, widest at about apical 
third, sides thence strongly rounded to apex, and gently narrowed (with a slight 
incurvature) to base, hind angles almost rectangular; with coarse irregularly 
crowded punctures, leaving a distinct median line, but this with minute punc¬ 
tures. Elytra much wider than prothorax and slightly longer, with strong 
crowded punctures, a few of which are transversely confluent. Abdomen witli 
crowded subrugose punctures, smaller than on any other portion of upper- 
surface, and slightly smaller than on its under-surface; anal styles long. 
Length, 9.25 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Claudie River (J. A. Kershaw). TyP^" (unique), in 
National Museum. 

In size and general appearance this bejiutiful species is fairly close to 
C. sanguinicolle, but head paler and antennae .stouter, elytra with coarser 
punctures, the prothorax with coarser and denser ones, leaving much less of the 
middle imptmetate; the punctures on each side of the median line are so large 
and close together that it appears to be a slightly elevated ridge. The head is 
subopaque, the rest of the upper-surface highly polished, 7'hc left mandible 
has three acute projections forming a tricuspidate tooth, the right one has but 
two projections, of these, hovrever, the po.sterior one is stouter and less acutely 
pointed than the other. 

Cnrptobium nitidicolle, n. sp. 

9 * Black, under-surface blackish-brown, mandibles and legs brownish-red, 
antennae somewhat darker, palpi paler. Head, sides of prothorax and of elytra, 
sides and tip of abdomen with straggling dark hairs; head, elytra, and abdomen 
rather densely pubescent. 

Head rather long; with dense and small but sharply-defined punctures, 
rather larger in front of eyes than elsewhere, but becoming smaller on clypeus. 
Mandibles long, strong, and acute, each about middle with an acutely tricuspidate 
tooth. Antennae with joints proportioned as in preceding species. Prothorax 
sitbcylindrical, distinctly longer than wide, front angles rather strongly rounded 
off, the hind ones less strongly; with dense and rather large punctures, leaving 
a polished median line. Elytra slightly longer than prothorax and much 
wdder; with crowded but sharply-defined punctures. Abdomen with punctures 
somewhat as on base of head; anal styles long. Length, 11.5 mm. 

Hob .—Northern Territory: Oenpelli (P. Cahill). Type (unique), in 
National Museum. 

Allied to the preceding species, but more densely clothed, larger and more 
robust, head, abdomen, and legs darker, and head, prothorax, and elytra with 
smaller putictures; structurally it is fairly close to C. mastersi and C. 
Simguinicolh^ but the prothorax is entirely dark and legs nowhere flavous. The 
prothorax is glabrous, except at the sides, and in consequence appears more 
highly polished than the rest of the upper-surface. 
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DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW AUSTRALIAN LEPIDOPTBRA. 

By Oswald B. Lower, F.E.S., F.Z.S., Lond. 

[Read November 9, 1922.] 

OECOPHORIDAE. 

Tisobarica habromorpha, n. sp. 

$, 16 mm. Head yellow, tinged with carmine on sides. (Palpi broken.) 
Antennae and legs ochreous, leg.s banded with fuscous. Abdomen ochreous. 
Forewings elongate, costa hardly arched, termcn oblique; yellow, with carmine 
markings, more or less edged with blackish; an oblique basal streak; a moderately 
broad outwardly oblique fascia from one-sixth of costa to dorsum at one-third, 
with an outward angulation above dorsum; a broad outwardly oblique fascia, 
from costa about middle to beyond middle of dorsum, touching angulation of 
previous fascia, fascia constricted above middle; a similar fascia, parallel to last, 
from costa at about three-quarters to tornus; these two last fasciae enclose a 
roundish spot of ground-colour just above middle; a fascia along termen to 
tomus, rapidly attenuated on lower half, and joining previous fascia at termina¬ 
tion ; cilia yellow. Hindwings and cilia orange-yellow. 

Ilab. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; two specimens in March. 

Psnrgoptila penthistis, n. sp. 

(J, 9 > 25-28 mm. Head yellowish-white. Antennae, palpi, and thorax 
dark fuscous, thorax with a moderate whitish posterior sjxjt. Abdomen ochreous- 
fuscous. I..egs fuscous, obscurely banded with whitish, posterior pair ochreous. 
Forewings elongate, moderate, costa gently arched, more strongly towards apex, 
termen oblique; dark fuscous, becoming tinged with ochreous on posterior half 
of wing; markings white; a somewhat deltoid spot on dorsum moderately large, 
at one-third from base; a lunate mark above dorsum, on fold, about middle; 
a curved spot in middle of wing, at posterior end of cell, preceded by a suffused 
whitish spot; a narrow elongate streak along dorsum near tornus; a curved streak 
between this and lunate mark, hardly touching dorsum; cilia dark fuscous, 
chequered with black and whitish spots at base. Hindwings fuscous-grey; cilia 
greyish-fuscous, darker basally. 

Hah. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; five specimens in March. 

Ethmia heliomela, n. sp. 

6, 24 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax dark fuscous. Abdomen 
dark fuscous, posterior two-thirds strongly tinged with orange. Legs dark 
fuscous. Forewings elongate, moderate, costa gently arched, termen rounded, 
oblique; dark bronzy-fuscous, without markings; cilia bronzy-fuscous. Hind- 
vvings orange; a broad, bronzy-fuscous apical patch narrowly continued along 
termen to tornus; cilia dark fuscous on apical patch, remainder orange. 

Hah .—Mount Tambourine, Queensland; three specimens in October. 

Barea chloroxona, n. sp. 

cf, 9 • 25 mm. Head dull whitish. Palpi and antennae dull fuscous. 
Thorax dull whiti^, faintly greenish tinged. Abdomen grey-whitish. L^s 
dark fuscons. Tibiae and tarsi ringed with whitish, posterior pair ochreous. 
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Forewings elongate, moderate, costa gently arched, termen obliquely rounded; 
dull whitish, sometimes fuscous tinged; markings dull greenish; some irregular 
marks towards base; a broad fascia, somewhat suffused, from costa about one- 
quarter to one-quarter dorsum, sometimes with two or three fuscous spots 
Uiroughout; a similar, but more obscure fascia, from middle of costa to middle 
of wing, thence coalescing into general ground-colour which becomes dull 
greenish on posterior half of wing; an obscure, slightly-curved fascia from costa 
at five-sixths to just before tornus, preceded by a similar, but shorter fascia, 
which is interrupted on costa by a spot of ground-colour; cilia whitish, with a 
greenish basal line. Hindwings grey-whitish; cilia grey. 

Hah. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; five specimens in March. 

Barea lamprota, n. sp. 

9 I 33 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax dark fuscous, thorax with 
two small whitish posterior crests. Abdomen ochreous, with whitish segmental 
margins, l-^gs fuscous, posterior pair yellowish. Forewings rather broad, 
costa gently arched, termen obliquely rounded; fleshy-white, strongly tinged 
with fuscous; markings black; a thick short longitudinal streak from base 
along fold to one-third, with an angular protuberance above in middle; a round 
spot just above the termination of streak; a short mark at base, just above dorsum; 
a suffused spot on costa at one-fourth; a moderately thick transverse fascia, 
from two-thirds of costa to five-sixths dorsum, broadest on costa, and con¬ 
taining two black discal spots, one in middle and one obliquely before and below; 
a curved dotted line before termen, indented at one-third; veins more or less 
outlined in black towards termen; cilia light fuscous, mixed with darker and 
with a fleshy-white basal line on upper two-thirds. Hindwings orange-yellow; 
a fuscous apical patch, continued as a fine line along termen to two-thirds; cilia 
dark fuscous, with a darker basal line. 

Hab. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; two specimens in March. 

Eulechria deltoloma, n. sp. 

d , 9 > 20-22 mm. Head yellow. Palpi fuscous, with a whitish apical band, 
terminal joint greyish. Antennae fuscous, ciliations two. Abdomen greyish- 
ochreous, anal tuft orange. Anterior and middle legs greyish, mixed with 
fuscous, posterior pair grey-whitish. Forewmgs elongate, moderate, costa hardly 
arched, termen obliquely round; dull ochreous-white. more or less minutely 
irrorated with fuscous; a fuscous, wedge-shaped, elongate mark on costa, between 
one-fourth and three-fifths; three small fuscous dots, placed longitudinally below 
elongate mark, first at anterior end of elongate mark, second in middle, and 
third at posterior extremity of mark; an additional dot immediately below third; 
a fuscous line, from costa at five-sixths to tornus, strongly indented below costa 
and becoming dot-like below indentation; posterior of wing beyond this line 
more strongly infuscated; cilia ochreous, with some scattered black scales. 
Hindwings fuscous; cilia as in forewings. 

Hab, —Dorrigo, New South Wales; seven specimens in March and October. 

Eulechria polistis, n. sp. 

9, 25 mm. Head, palpi, and antennae ashy-white, terminal joint of palpi 
fuscous tinged. Thorax cinereous-grey, collar paler. Abdomen grey-whitish. 
Legs white, anterior tibiae and tarsi banded with fuscous. Forewings elongate, 
rather broad, costa gently arched, termen obliuuely rounded; dull white, faintly 
suffused with pale fuscous; three irregular, oblique, pale-fuscous fasciae, reach¬ 
ing more than half across wing; first from costa at one-sixth, second from costa 
at about one-fourth, third from costa in middle and reaching to above tornus; 
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six dark-fuscous equidistant costal dots, first at commencement of third fascia 
and sixth at apex; from the fifth dot is emitted a fine, waved, fuscous line of 
suffused dots, line indented below costa and terminating at tomus; two fine 
fuscous dots at posterior end of cell, one above the other; cilia barred with pale 
fuscous. Hindwings pale whitish-fuscous, darker on apical portion. 

Hab. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; two specimens in October. 

Cryptolechia alphitias, n. sp. 

d, 9. 16-20 mm. Head whitish. Antennae fuscous-whitish. Palpi fus¬ 
cous, suffused with whitish. Thorax grey-whitish, tinged with fuscous 
anteriorly. Abdomen grey. Legs fuscous, posterior pair grey-whitish. Fore¬ 
wings elongate, moderate, costa gently arched, termen obliquely rounded; dull 
whitish, suffusedly irrorated with pale fuscous; markings fuscous; a curved 
series of three obscure basal spots; an obscure outwardly-curved narrow fascia, 
trom costa about one-fourth to dorsum at one-fourth; a moderately broad, 
suffused, and somewhat interrupted direct postmedian fascia, darkest on margins; 
a curved series of dots, parallel to termen, from costa at five-sixths to tomus, 
indented below costa; cilia grey-whitish with an obscure fuscous basal line. 
Hindwings grey-whitish; cilia grey-whitish, tinged with fuscous. 

Hab. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; four specimens in October. 

XYLORYCTIDAE. 

Catoryctis perichalca, n. sp. 

9, 25-27 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax silvery-white, second joint of 
palpi fuscous, patagiae light ochreous-fuscous. Antennae white, annulated with 
tuscous above. Abdomen ochreous-fuscous, segmental margins dull whitish. 
Legs ochreous, anterior and middle pair suffused with whitish. Forewings 
elongate, costa rather strongly arched, termen obliquely rounded; bright ochreous- 
fuscous, with silvery-white markings; a narrow subcostal streak from near base 
to middle, touching costa on anterior end and becoming attenuated posteriorly; 
two very fine short streaks, somewhat obscure, between posterior extremity of 
subcostal streak and costa at four-fifths, both touching costa; a broad, clear, 
longitudinal streak, from base to just above middle of termen, posterior half 
somewhat attenuated; a similar streak from base along dorsum to one-sixth, 
thence continued above dorsum to termen above tomus, attenuated at base; 
cilia ochreous-fuscous, becoming grey-whitish around tomus, and silvery-white 
below apex, caused by the median line being continued through cilia. Hindwings 
fuscous; cilia fuscous-whitish. 

Hab. —Highbury, South Australia; two specimens in October. 

Crypaicharia triplaca, n. sp. 

(j, 22 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax snow-white, second joint 
of palpi externally fuscous, antennal ciliations 3, palpi with fuscous anterior 
band. Abdomen dull ochreous. X^s fuscous, posterior pair whitish. Fore¬ 
wings elongate, moderate, costa gently arched, termen oblique; white, with 
fuscous markings; a moderate somewhat ovoid spot above dorsum on fold, in 
middle; an erect, moderately-thick, fascia-like streak, from dorsum before 
tomus, reaching three-quarters across wing, u^r half divided into two roundish 
spots; cilia wlutish, terminal half fuscous. Hindwings and cilia grey-whitish, 
cilia tinged with fuscous near base. 

/foil.—Duaringa and Toowoomba, Queensland; two specimens in October. 
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ELACHISTIDAE. 

Limnoecia loxo8cia» n. sp. 

9, 12 mm. Head whitish. Palpi whitish, fuscous tinged. Antennae and 
thorax fuscous. Abdomen greyish. Legs fuscous. Forewings elongate- 
lanceolate; dark fuscous, with creamy-white markings; an ovoid basal spot; a 
tnoderately broad oblique fascia, from costa near base to near middle of wing, 
not reaching dorsum, but attenuated po.steriorly; a similar fascia, from costa in 
middle, extending to tornus; a small triangular .spot on'costa, just above termina¬ 
tion of last streak; cilia dark fuscous, becoming broadly creamy-white around 
tornus and tipper third of termcn. Ilindwings and cilia fuscous. 

In one specimen the second fascia is obsolete on costal portion, thus becoming 
a short longitudinal streak. 

Hab. —Dorrigo, New South Wales; three specimens in October and 
November, 

Parectropa clethrata. n. sp. 

d > 16 mm. Head snow-white. Thorax white, patagiae brownish-ochreous. 
Antennae fuscous, whiti.sh beneath. I^aljii white. Abdomen fuscous. Legs 
fuscous, anterior and middle pair suffused with white. Forewings elongate- 
lanceolate; white, with well-defined ochreous markings; a thick streak above 
fold, from ba.se to indentation of first fascia, becoming costal anteriorly; first 
fascia from costa at onc-third, outwardly oblique to middle of wing, thence 
obliquely inwards to dorsum before middle, and continued more or less to base; 
second fascia similar, from costa at about middle to dorsum at three-quarters, 
interrupted by a streak of ground-colour above angulation; a w’edge-.shaped 
costal spot, directed towards ternien, but not reaching it, at about five-sixths; 
a similar .spot, almost at apex; an irregular tornal spot; cilia fuscous, with a 
white tooth below middle. Ilindwings narrow-lanceolate; grey; cilia grey- 
whitish. 

Hab, —Wayville, South Australia; three .specimens, in September, at light. 
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AUSTRALIAN FUNGI: NOTSS AND DESCRIPTIONS. 

No. 4. 

By J. Burton Cleland, M.D., and Edwin Ciieel, Botanical Assistant, 
Botanic Gardens. Sydney. 

[Read November 9, 1922.J 

Plates L and II. 

This paper continues our records of the larger fungi of Australia, the 
Basidiomycetes more particularly, both as to the occurrence of species and as to 
their di.stribution and seasonal occurrence. Where we have already dealt with 
a species in this series, this is indicated by a reference in brackets III., 

179) following the serial number. Our previous papers appeared in these Pro¬ 
ceedings as follows:—No. 1, xlii., 1918, p. 88; No. 2, xliii., 1919, p. 11; and 
No. 3, xliii., 1919, p. 262. As previously stated, the colour tints when specifically 
noted are based either on Dauthenay's “Repertoire de Cotileurs . . or on 

Ridgway’s “Colour Standards and Colour Nomenclature.*’ 

We would like again to express our appreciation at being enabled to 
reproduce coloured plates of some of the species with which we deal, and to 
congratulate Miss Phyllis Clarke, of Sydney, and Miss R. C. Fiveash, of North 
Adelaide, on their admirable delineations in water-colour. We again owe much 
to Mr. C. G. IJoyd, of Cincinnatti, and from many friends in Australia we have 
received valuable help in the shape of specimens. 

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS. 

WHITE-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

Amanitopsis: 253—/I. subvayinatus, n. sp. 

Mycena; 254 — M, epipterygia. Scop. 

Marasmius: 255—^Af. subinstitius^ n, sp. 256— M. rvgaso-cleyans, n. ,sp. 

Cantiiarellvs : 257—C. cinereus, var. australis, n. var. 258—C. triangularis, n. sp. 
ScHizopHYLLUM: 259— commune, Fr. 

Lentinus: 260 — L. fasciatus, Fr. 

Lekzites; 261— L, repanda, Mont. 

BROWN-SPORED ACiARICACEAE. 

Flammula: 262^r, exccnlrica, Clel. and Cheel. 

I1ebeix)Ma: 263— H. subeoUariatum, Berk. 

PURPLE-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

Psalliota: 264— P, campesiris, (L.) 265— P. arveusis, Schaeff. 2()(y—P. arvensis, var. 
iodoformis, Clel, and Cheel. 

Stropharia: 267—^5'. semiglobata, Batsch. (stcrcoraria, Fr.). 

Psilocybr: 268—P. ceres, Ckc. and Mass. 

Hypholoma: 269--^H. fragile, Peck, 270—11, fasciculare, Huds. 

BLACK-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

CoPRiNus: 271—C. miraceus, Fr, 

Panaeolus: 272— P. oifatus, Cke. and Mass. 

POLYPORACEAE. 

Boletus: 273— B. subglobosus, n. sp. 

Stipitate Polypores : 274— Polyporus (Ganodemms) lucidns, var. japonicus, (Fr). 275 
—Polyporus (Petahidcs) rhtpidium, Berk. 27t^P, (P.) megaloporus, Mont. 277— 
Polystictus (Peialoides) flabelHformis, Klotzsch. 278r^PolyPorus (Merismus) anthra- 
cophilus, Cooke. 279—P. (Spongiosus) rufescens, Pers. 280— P. (S.) Schxveinitaii 
Fr. 281—P. (S.) albertini, Mucll. 282r^P, (Ovinus) basilapilotdes, McAlp. and 
Temper. 2B3^Polysticlus (Lentus) xanthopus, Fr. 284 —Polyporus (Lentus) arcu- 
lartus, Batsch. 
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POLYPORU*; 285~^P. eucalyptorum, Fr. 286--.P. ochrolcucHS, Berk. 287—P, 

Schw. 288— P. futnosus, Pers. 289—P. dryadcus, Pers. 290—P. scssilis, Murrill. 

PoLYSTiCTUs: 291—-P. sanguineus, L. 292—P. cinnabarinns, Jacq. 29^P, ccrvino- 
gilvus, Jungh. 294 — P. vcrsatilis, Berk. 295—P (Hcxagona) luteo^olivctceus, Berk, 
and Br. 296-~P. subcongener, Berk. 297 — P. etongaius. Berk. 291^’-jp. occidentalis, 
Klotzsch. 299--^P. (Trantcies) Persoonii, Mont. 300—P. ftatms, Klotzsch. 301—P. 
versicolor, L. 302—P. nigricans, Lasch. 303—P. ochraccus Pers. 304 — P. /«>- 

sutulus, Willd. 

Fomrs: 305 — F. robustus, Karst. 306 — F. setulosus. Fetch. 307 — h. Calkinsii, Murrill. 
308 — P. torulosus, Pers. 309 — 1\ durissimus, Lloyd. 310—P. rinwsus, var. causarinae, 
Clel. and Cheel. 311—P. conchatus, Pers. 312 — F. applanatus, Pers. 313—P. ap- 
planatus, var. leucophaeus, Mont. 314 — P. applanatus, var. nigrolaccatus, Cooke. 

Hf.xagona: 315 — H. Gutmit, Ho<ik. 316— //. rigida. Berk. 317—//. tenuis, Hook. 318— 
H. tenuis, var. pulchclla, Lx*v. 319— //. tenuis, var. cenntto-plumbca, Jungh. 320 — 
H. sitnilis. Berk. 321 —Polyporus (Hexagona) decipiens, Berk. 

Tramrtes: 322 —Trametes lilacino-gilva. Berk. 323— T, cervina, Pers. 324— T. protea, 
^ Berk. 326— T, flocensa, Bres. 327 — T. picta. Berk, and Br. 

328 — T, Muelleri, Berk. 

Daedalea : 329 — D. gibbosa, Pers. 

THELEPHORACEAE. 

Thelephora: 330—T. terrestris, Ehr. 

Asterostroma : 331 — A. per simile, Wakef. 

Phlrbia : 332 — P. reflexa. Berk. 

Stf.reum: 333— S. caperatum, Berk, and Mass. 334— S, clegans, Meyer. 335— S. wem- 
branaceum, Fr. 336— .S’, illudens, Berk. 337- -5‘. hirsutum, Willd. 338— 6'. vellereunt, 
Berk. 33^.V. purpureum. Pens. 340— .V. lobatum, Fr. 340a— tasmanicum. Berk. 
341— S. (Hymenflchaete) adusium. Lev. 342—iV*. (H.) villosum, Lev. 

CLAVARIACEAE. 

Clavaria : 343 — C, cincrca, Fr. 

TREMELLACEAE. 

Hirkeola: 344— H, polytricha, Mont, 345—//. auncuh-judac, L. 

Auricitlaria : 346 — A, mesentcrica. Fr. 

GASTROMYCETES. 

PHALLOIDEAE. 

Phallus: 347 — P. multicolor. Berk, and Br. 

Jansxa; 348—/, rugosa. 

Aseror: 349 — A. rubra, Lahill. 

NIDULARIACEAE, 

Cyathus: 350 — C. stercorareus, Del. 

Crucibulum : 351—C. vulgare, Tul. 

LYCOPERDACEAE. 

Podaxon: 3SZ--P. aegyptiacum, Mont. 353—P. Muelleri, Henn. 354—P. anomalum 
Lloyd, 

Secotium: 355 — S, melanosporum. Berk. 356—.S’, coarctatum, Berk. 

Chlamydopus ; 357 — C. Meyenianus, Berk. 

Phellorina: 358—P, Delestrei, Dur. and Mont. 359-P. australis. Berk. 360—P. stro- 
bilina, Kalch. 

Battarea: 361 — P. phalloides, var, Stez^nii, Fr. 

Polysaccum: 362 — P. pisocarpium, var. crasstpes, 363 — P. pisocarpium. 

Scleroderma: 364—5’, verrucosim. Bull. 365—.S’, ftavidum, Ellis. 366—i. fiavidum var 
fenestratum, nov. var. 

Gbaster: 367— G, fornicatus, Huds. 

Mycenastrum : 3618 — M, corium, Desv. 

Catastoma: 369—C. dcdiccllatum, Morgan. 370—C’. anomalum, Mass. 371—C, hyalo- 
thrix, Ckc. and Mass. 

Bovistilla: 372—P. aspera, 373—P. australasiana, 

Lycopbrdon: 374 — L, pusillum, Batsch. 375—L. pratense, Pers. 376—L. pyriforme 
Schaeflf. 377^L* gemmatum, Batsch. 378—/.. subincarnatum. Peck 

Calvatia: 379—C. lilacina, (Berk.). 380—C. craniiformis, Schw. 

Mitremyces ; 381—C. fusca, Berk. 
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WHITE-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

Amanitopsis. 

253. Amanitopsis subvaginatus, n. sp.—Pileus up to inch in diameter, 
convex, “Ashy-Grey” (Dauthenay, pi. 358, Ton 3), mealy, edge striate. Gills 
just reaching the stem, close, white, edge finely serrate. Stem, li inch long, 
moderately stout, mealy white, solid, base a little bulbous, Volva marginate, 
colour of pileus. Spores spherical, with a small pedicle, 75 to 9 /a. On the 
ground, usually in subclayey pockets in the Hawkesbury sandstone by the sides 
of paths. Cremorne Point and Bradley Head, Sydney Harbour, March, April, 
Novemter, December (Mi.ss Clarke, Watercolour No. 171). 

Pileus ad 3-2 cm. latus, convexus, subcineraceus, farinaceus, margine striato. 
Lamellae ad stipem assecutae, confertae, albae, marginibus subserratis. 
Stipes ad 39 cm. altus, subrobustus, farinaceus, albus, solidus, ad basem 
sul^bulbosus. Volva marginata, subcineraceus. Sporae subsphaericae, 

7-5-9 (PI. i.. fig. 6.) 

Mycena. 

254. Mycena epiplerygia, Scop .—We refer the following to this species, 
though our plants are smaller and we have no note of a decurrent tooth to the 
gills. Pileus and stem glutinous, and both when young in colour near Sulphine- 
Yellow (Ridgway, pi. iv.), the pileus later near Dark Olive-Ruff (pi. xl.). 
Pileus I inch high, five-sixteenth inch in diameter, at first ovate conical, then 
conico-campanulate, gibbous, apex darker, periphery paler, rugose. Gills 
ascending, adnate, rather ventricose, moderately close, white. Stem up to 
3 inches high, slender, hollow, a little strigose below. Spores 8x4-8 no 
cystidia seen. Attached to buried sticks, etc.. Mount Lofty, S.A., June (Miss 
Fiveash, Watercolour No. 13). (PI. ii., fig. 3.) 

Marasmius. 

255. Marasmius subinstitius, n. sp.—^The following seems allied to M. 
institius, differing in the absence of umbilication, in the dark stem, and in the 
presence of cystidia. Pileus ^ inch in diameter, convex, occasionally reaching 
i inch when more expanded, slightly coarsely rugose, pallid brownish, surface 
matt. Gills adnate, distant, relatively few, alternate ones short, deep, colour of 
pileus. Stem up to 1^ inch high, blackish, like horsehair, finely villous, abruptly 
leaving the matrix. Spores elongated, one end more pointed, 85x2-8 ft,; a 
few thick-walled cystidia with rough apices, 52 to 60 x 12 #t. On dead leaves, 
sticks, etc., Mosman, Sydney, May, 1919 (Miss Clarke, Watercolour No. 205). 
(PI. i., fig. 5.) 

Pileus 3-6-2 mm. latus, convexus, subrugosus, pallido-subfuscus. Lamellae 
adnatae, distantes, subpaucae, pallido-subfuscae. Stipes ad 3-2 cm. altus, 
subniger, similis equino-crini, villosus. Sporae elongate, 8-5 x 2-8 fi ,; cystidia 
apicibus asperis. 

256. Marasmius rugoso-clegans, n. sp.—We refer the following to a new 
species. Pileus i to f inch broad, i inch high, at first rather conico-hemispherical, 
then hemispherical or rather bell-shaped, lightly mbbous, coarsely rugose, surface 
matt, edge turned in when young, near Brownish-Terra-cotta (Dauthenay, pi. 
‘322, Ton 4), the ridges darker, brittle. Gills adnate, attached to a more or less 
definite collar, distant, often short, about 15 in number, white to cream or 
pinkish-white. .Stem i to 2 inches or more long, hair-like, dark brown or Purple- 
black (Dauthenay, pi. M5, Ton 3) except pallid to whitish just below the pileus, 
smooth, abruptly piercing the matrix or (in the Dorrigo specimens) with a pad 
of fluffy white mycelium at the base, the fallen leaves, twigs, etc., forming the 
substratum on which it grows being covered with a pallid whitish or greyish 
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mycelium. Spores (?) elongated, broader at one end, 15-5x34 /t; in the 
Dorrigo specimens some spores were seen 6-8x5 5 /x. New South Wales: 
Mosman, April (Miss Clarke, Watercolour No. 178); Narrabeen, February 
(Herb., J. B. C., Formalin Sp. No. 274); Dorrigo, January. 

The Dorrigo specimens differ from the other two collections in being some¬ 
what taller (2 inches or more high) and in the colour of the ptleus being more 
reddish. The spores .seen were doubtful, but if the figures given actually repre¬ 
sent the spores of the plants in the different collections, then the difference in 
dimensions would indicate that the Dorrigo ones belonged to a different .species. 

Pileus 6-9 mm. latus, 6 mm. altu.s, conico-heniisphaericus, dcinde hemisphaericus 
vel campanulatus, subgibbosus, rugosus, .subfuscus ‘terra-cotta.^ Lamellae 
adnatae, adjunctae collari, distantes, circiter 15, albidac. Stipes 1 2-5 cm. 
altus, similis crinis, subniger, infra pileum albidus, glaber. 

Cantharellus. 

257. Cantharcllits cinercus, Fr., var. australis, var. nov.—Thi.s plant seems 
to be an Australian representative of C. cinereus, but to differ from the typical 
form sufficiently to warrant separation as a variety. Our specimens show a 
general darker colour than those figured by Cooke, the stem does not so 

f radually expand from below up, and the spores are slightly larger (8 to 
5 X 52 to 6 /a) than the measurements given by Masscc (7x5 /i). 

Pileus up to li inch in diameter, Warm Sepia (Dauthenay, pi. 305, Ton 1) 
to Sepia (pi. 300, Ton 4), somewhat strigose, infundibuliform and opening into 
the hollow stem. Gills greyish (Purplish-tinted White, pi. 6, Ton 4), decurrent, 
markedly anastomosing, thick and irregularly crenatc. Stem up to 1^ inch 
high, blackish (Neutral Tint, pi. 361, Ton 4, to Dark Neutral Tint, pi. 346, 
Ton 4), hollow, often flattened, up to \ inch thick. Spores 8 to 85 x 52 to 6 
In leafy mould under dense growth of trees, Bradley Head, Sydney, May, 1919 
(Miss Clarke, Watercolour No. 203). 

Pileus ad 39 cm. latus, ‘sepia/ .substrigosus, infundibuliformis, in stipem cavum 
patens. Lamellae subcineraceus, decurrentes, crassae, anastomosibus, 
crenatae irregulariter. Stipes ad 32 cm. altus, ad 6 cm. latus, subniger, 
cavus. Sporae 8-8-5x52-6 ft. (PI. i., fig. 2.) 

258. Cantharellus triangularis, n. sp.—Pileus i inch in diameter, convex, 
with a broad very dark-brown umbo, the rest of the surface smoky-brown and 
slightly striate. Gills thick, moderately distant, dingy pallid, rarely forking, 
deeply decurrent. Total height | inch, of stem only | inch, stem moderately 
slender, solid, later hollow, chocolate-brown, with a little white fluffy mycelium 
at the base. Flesh pale chocolate. Spores elongated pear-shaped, 8 5 to 
13-8x5 fi, usually 85 to 105x5 /x. On the ground, Neutral Bay, Sydney, 
December 1, 1917 (Mi.ss Clarke, Watercolour No. 173; Herb., J. B. C., Formalin 
Specimen No. 295). 

Pileus ad 1 cm. latus, convexus, umlK>ne subnigro-fusco, fumo.so-fuscus, sub- 
striatus, lamellae crassae, subdistantes, fusco-pallidae, raro furcatae, 
perdecurrentes. Stipes ad 1 cm. altus, subtenuis, solidus deinde cavus, 
cacao-fuscus. Caro pallido-cacao-fusca. Sporae elongata-pyriformes, 
8 5-^138x5 (PI. i., fig. 3.) 

SCHrZOPHYLLUM. 

259, SchisophxUufu commune, Fr. Cooke, Uandb. Austr. Fungi, No. 525 
(all the States). New South Wales: Scone, October, in dying parts of Prickly 
Pear (Opuntia inermis); Blackheath, November, on telegraph post, even on the 
tarred part. Northern Territory: Darwin, April (Dr. Leighton Jones—a 
laciniate form, S, multifidum —^identified by Lloyd, No. 314). 
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Lentinus. 

260 (iii., 142). Lentinus fasciatus, Fr. New South Wales: Myall I^kes, 
May. 

Lenzites. 

261 (iii., 153). Lenzites repanda, Mont. Queensland: Bunya Mountains. 
October. 

BROWN-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

Flammula. 

262 (i., 43). Flammula excentrica, Qel. and Cheel. New South Wales: 
Kendall, March. 

Hebeloma. 

263 (i., 26). Hebeloma subcollariatum, Berk, and Br. New South Wales: 
Sydney, December; Narrabri, May, June. South Au.stralia: On dung, Berri, 
January; on dung, Mount Lofty, September, pileus near Ochraceous-Buff 
(Ridgway, pi. xv.). gills when young near Hair Brown (pi. xlvi.), becoming 
Saccardo's Umber (pi. xxix.). 

PURPLE-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

PSALLIOTA. 

264 (i.. 56). PsalHota campestris, (L.). In tbe Sydney Morning Herald 
for May 25, 1921, it is recorded that a mushroom collected near Goulburn 
measured 42 inches in circumference, 13 inches in diameter, and had a stem 
2i inches in thickness. In the Sydney Evening News for April 10, 1913, another 
mushruom taken near Spring Vale, Victoria, mea.sured 56^ inches in circum¬ 
ference and 27 inches round the stalk, and weighed 13 lbs. 2 ozs. The species 
is not recorded in either case, but the specimens were probably the same as 
those usually sold in the shops, viz., a form of P. campestris. 

265. PsalHota arvensis, Schaeff. Cooke, Handb. Austr. Fungi, No. 306 
(New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania). South Australia: Adelaide, August. 

266 (i., 57a). PsalHota arvensis, var. iodoformis, Clel. and Cheel. New 
South Wales: Sydney, February and May; also in a clump, April, the pilei 
showing scattered, fine, warty, brownish scales, giving a speckled appearance. 

Stkopitakia. 

267 (i., 61). Stropharia semiglobata, Batsch. (S. stercoraria, Fr.). South 
Australia: Adelaide, August; Mount Lofty Ranges, November; Mount Com¬ 
pass, October. New South Wales: Scone, October. 

PSILOCYBB. 

268 (i., 73). Psilocybe ceres, Cooke and Massee. New South Wales: 
Sydney, April, June, pileus near Morocco Red (pi. i.), gills near Mummy 
Brown (pi. xv.); Kangaroo Valley, June, pileus near Vinaceous Rufus in parts 
(pi. xiv.), gills near Prout’s Brown (pi. xv.) Victoria: Craipe, June, in debris 
at foot of red gums in creek, rare (E. J. Semmens, No. 41). South Australia: 
^yaterfall Gully, April, September, amongst decaying wood, pileus variously 
tinted, in places Apricot Orange (pi. xiv.), gills irregularly clouded with tints of 
Saccardo’s Olive (pi. xvi.); amongst grass under trees and pines, Glen Osmond, 
June, August; Natidhal Park, May. 

Hypholoma. 

269 (i., 67). Hypholoma fragile, Peck. New South Wales: Sydney, March. 
Colour tints noted (Dauthenay). Pileus in the centre near Madder Brown, 
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Brownish Terra-cotta (pi. 334, Ton 4), paling towards the periphery, which is 
quite light; pileus near Pale Yellowish Flesh (pi. 68, Ton 4), shading into but 
usually lighter than Snuff Brown. Deep Bistre (pi. 303, Tons 1 to 4). Gills 
near Pale Blush (pi. 137, Ton 4), but with a pinkish tinge. Spore mass more 
purple than Otter Brown (pi. 354) and Neutral Tint (pi. 361). 

270 (i., 63). Hypholoma fasciculare, Huds. New South Wales: Bullah- 
delah, Augitst. 

BLAC'K-SPOREI) AGARICACEAE. 

COPRINUS. 

271. Coprinus micaceus, Fr. Clel. and Cheel, Proc. Linn. Soc. K.S. Wales, 
xli., 1917, p. 854. South Australia: Adelaide. August. September. October. 

Panaeolus. 

272 (i., 75). Patiacolus ovatus, Cooke and Ma.ss. New South Wales: 16 
miles from Taree, June. 

POLYPORACEAE. 

Rolktits. 

273. Boletus subglobosus, n. sp. The whole plant irregularly globular like 
a puffball, up to 1 inch long with a stem | inch long. Pileus convex, nearly 
hemispherical, a little irregular. Yellow-Green (Dauthenay, pi. 16, Ton 1). crack¬ 
ing into small, darker (Otter-Brown, pi. 354, Ton 3) villo.se scales. Hymenial 
surface convex with a deep sulcus round the stem, hidden by the filmy pale 
veil, which breaks to expose the small dingy yellow (paler than Dauthenay’.s 
Yellow-Green) pores. Stem | inch long, attenuated downwards, rather slender, 
i inch thick, yellow-green like the pileus. Flesh shows slight reddi.sh stains 
where eaten by insects. Slight bluish tint when cut. Si)ores greenish-yellow 
microscopically, obliquely oval, one end more pointed, 85 to 10x5 /m. l^radley 
Head, Sydney, April, 1917 (Miss Clarke, Watercolour No. 1%)*. 

Pileus convexus, subhemisphaericus. subirregularis, flavo-viridis, villoso- 

squamulosus. Velum fiiamento.sum. Hymenium convexum poris parvis 

fusco-flavidis et circum stipeni cum sulco. Stipes ad 1 9 cm. altus, deorsum 

attetuiatus, subtenuis, flavo-viridis. Sporac 8 5-10x5 fi. (PI. i.. fig. 4.) 

SririTATE PoL\ PORES. 

274. Polyporus (Ganodermus) lucidtts, var. japonicus, Fr Clel. and C heel, 
Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S. Wales, li., 1918, No. 1. New South Wales: Bulla- 
delah, August, spores oval, thick-walled, 105x68 ft; Kendall, on Casuarina 
stump, Aujnist. 

275. Polyporus (Pctaloides) rhipidium. Berk. Clel. and Cheel, Journ. Proc. 
Roy. Soc. N.o. Wales, li., 1917, No. 11, p. 480. Queensland: (jympie, June. 
New South Wales: Sydney. March, pileus and pores probably nearest to Fleshy 
White (Dauthenay, pi. 9, Ton 4); August, at base of Eucalyptus; October, 
pileus pale fawnish or yellowish when fresh, pores whiter, spores elongated, 
44 to 55x2-5 to 3 /*; Kurrajong, August; Thirroul, April; Kendall, August. 
Victoria: 1918 (C. C. Brittlebank). South Australia: Mount Lofty, June. 

276. Polyporus (Pctaloides) tnegalaporus, Mont. Clel. and Cheel, loc, nf.. 
No. 20. New South Wales: Near Wauchope, February, identified by Lloyd 
(No. 298). 

277. Polystictus (Pctaloides) flabelliformis, Klotzsch. Clel. and (Theel, loc, 
ciLt No. 28. New South Wales: Kendall, March. 

278 (iii., 173). Polyporus (Merismus) anthracophilus, Cooke. Forming a 
huge mass amongst fallen leaves and debris near the base of Eucalyptus 
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vimintUis, Labtll., Mount Lofty, June, pileus chiefly Fuscous and Fuscous Black 
(Ridgway, xlvi.), passing into Buffy Brown (xl.), pores near to but a little 
paler than Maize Yellow (iv.), weight 6 lbs., spores oval, 5*3 x 3 5 fi; at base 
of .stumps, National Park, S.A., May, spores elongate, 5 to 8 x 2 2 /t. 

279 (iii., 176). Polyporus (Spongiosus) rufescens, Pers. We have col¬ 
lected further fruiting specimens from the base of the cultivated olive pre¬ 
viously mentioned and from the ba.se of another olive, half a mile away, at 
Beaumont, near Adelaide. This is probably a destructive fungus to the olive, 
though the first tree mentioned shows as yet little ill-effects, after nearly five 
years’ observation. In the case of the second tree, however, a large stem above 
the affected site is dying back. Fruiting bodies, emerging after heavy rain, 
have been found in January, March, June, July, and December. Spores 
abundant, elliptical, 5-2 to 5 5 x 3 5 ju. 

280. Polyporus (Spongiosus) SckweitiitsU, Fr. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. 
Roy. Soc., N.S. Wales, li., 1917, No. 50, p. 490. New South Wales: Mosman, 
May, spores 5x3 /*; Chatswood, June (Miss Clarke). South Au.stralia: At 
ba.se of several living trunks of Eucalyptus obliqua, L’Her., near Kuitpo Forest 
May, spores white, subspherical to elliptical, 8 /t, 8x5 to 65 /». 

281 (iii., 177). Polyporus (Spongiosus) Albertini, Mueller. New South 
Wales: Bullahdelah, August, spores numerous, mostly pale yellowish-brown, 
.some nearly colourless, 5-2 x 3-4 Kendall, March, inside base of burnt trunk, 
numerous brown spherical spores, 4 /». In our previous two records, the spores 
measured about 8x6 /i, i.e., were nearly twice as large as in the present two 
records. In all, the plants resembled so closely P. SchiveinitzU that they could 
only be distinguished by the coloured spores. In one of the present and in one 
of the previous records, the stems were moderately slender. 

282 (ii.. 88). Polyporus (Ovinus) basUapiloides, (McAlp and Tepper). We 
have been fortunate m finding a number of freshly-developed sporophorcs of 
this interesting species at Monarto South, S.A., in May, 15^21, and in showing 
that these arise from a deeply-buried true sclerotium on which is superadded 
the false sclerotium of mycelium and sand hitherto thought to be the only 
underground development. The following is our description of the fresh plants; 
—Pileus convex, up to 3:J inches in diameter, the centre shallowly pitted by 
raised brown lines, the depressions paler, edge of the jsileus crinkled and 
irregular—^the pitting is in some cases little marked, the lines being replaced 
by rugosities. Pores up to ^ inch long, adnate, shortened extem^ly, whitish, 
orifices small. Substance tough. Stem above ground short, ^ inch, inch 
thick, colour of the cap, smooth or reticulated, covered with sand, sometimes 
as a di.stinct stem passing down for an inch into the sand and mycelium; the 
stem is succeeded by irregular swollen masses up to 3 inches in diameter with 
irregular constrictions, up to 6 inches long, composed of mycelium and sand, 
without a definite crust; below this false sclerotium is an irregularly rounded 
or elongated true sclerotium (sizes in inches 3^x2^, 3x2^, and 2x1^), with 
an outer dark crust of mycelium and sand, on s^tion somewhat moist, sticky, 
cutting like firm cheese, the colour of doughy brown bread, not showirm “cells” 
like the sclerotium of P. mylittae, on chewing without taste but with some 
minute sand grains incorporated in it. One true sclerotium weighed 12| oz.; 
a pileus with false sclerotium 28 ozs. Spores white, elongated, narrow, 
14x45 Colour tints noticed: Pileus at edge near Cinnamon Orange (xxix.), 
or Mikado Brown (xxix.) to Vinaceous Cinnamon (xxix.) in centre; in other 
plants near Cinnamon Buff (xxix.) between the reticulations, which are Mikado 
Brown; stem colour of cap. In sand in maltee country recently burnt over. 
Monarto South. May 28, im. (PI. u., fig. 2.) 
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• 283. Polystictus (Lentus) xanthopus, Fr. Clel. and Checl, loc. cit,, No. 69. 

Queensland: Imbil, August; Barron P'alls, Kuranda, September (Mrs. Fraser). 

284. Polyporus {Lentus) aretdarius, Batsch. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cif.. 
No. 70. New South Wales: Landsdowne. September; Womb^an Caves, 
November, spores 6 to 9 x to 34 /n, confirmed by Lloyd (Nos. 625 and 626); 
Tuggerah, October, spores 7 to 85x225 fi. 


Polyporus. 

285 (iii., 178). Polyporus cucalyptorum, b>. New South Wales: Near 
HulHo, via Mittagong, on dead upright trunk, November, spores 8 5x6 /i. 
South Australia: Locality not noted, pores Citron Yellow (pi. xvi.), spores 
9 5x4*8 to 5 2 ft; on Eucalyptus inntiitalis, Labill., Mount l-.ofty, June, spores 
subspherical, thick-walled, 12 5 x 9 fi, Q ft. 

286. Polyporus ochrolcucus, Berk. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, H., 1918, No. 125. New South Wales: Scone, October. South 
Australia: Kuitpo, May. 

287 (iii., 1/9). Polyporus gilvns, .Schw. New South Wales: Kew, January, 
confirmed by Lloyd (No. 447); on a log, Macquarie Pass, August, identified 
by Lloyd (No. 427)—‘'a form with pubescent surface, entitled to a name’*; 
Kendall, December, identified by Lloyd (No. 439), who says, ‘Won seem to 
have two forms (or species) with you, one with hard brittle flesh, which 
corresponds with our plant, the other like this with softer flesh. Perhaps this 
merits a name, hut it would be hard to distinguish it.*’ 

288. Polyporus fumosus, Pers. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, li., 1918. No. 123. Queensland: Imhil, August; Hunya Mountains, 
October, identified with some doubt by Lloyd (No. 597). New South Wales: 
Jenolan C aves, November. 

289. Polyporus dryadcus, Pers. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, li., 1918, No. 145. South Australia: Mount Lofty, on Eucalyptus 
obliqua, I/Her., May, June, July, usually some feet up the trunk, substance 
cuts easily when fresh and turns slightly yellowish-brown, spores elliptical, one 
side a little flattened, just tinted, ,sp<jres 8x5 to 6 ft, no setae .seen. 

2^X) (iii., 184). Polyporus scssilis, Murrill. Queensland: Imbil, August. 


Polystictus. 

291 (iii., 169). Polystictus sanguineus, L. Kiji (Mrs. Lucas). Queens¬ 
land: Imbil, August, New South Wales: We have a form from Malanganee, 
August, intermediate between this species and P. cinnabarinus (Lloyd, No. 387). 

292 (iii., 170). Polystictus cinnabarinus, Jaccj. Queen.sland: Fraser Island 
(Capt. S. A. White); Bunya Mountains, October. New South Wales: Bullah- 
delah, August; Nevertire. May. South Australia: Kuitpo Forest, May; Mount 
I^fty, June; on dead peach branch (Prof. Howchin); Quorn, August; Beltana, 
August; on fallen logs of Callitris, etc., HHntnan, August; Ooldea, September, 
on *‘burn-burn/' native i>each, Fusantts acuminatus, R. Br. (Mrs, Daisy Bates, 
per J, M. Black); on dead branch of living cultivated cherry, Norton Summit, 
December; on dead branches of willow, Wellington, November; Encounter 
Bayi January; on walnut tree. Port Elliot. February (G. H. Dutton); Cur¬ 
rency Creek, January (T. D. Campbell). Western Australia: Roeboume (R. 
Glen and H. G. Meare$). 

293 (iii., 171). Polystictus certnno-gilvus, Jungh. Queensland: Imbil, 
August. New South Wales: Bullahdelah, August (Lloyd, No. 587); Kendall, 
August; Bellinger River, June (Mr. Smithers—‘'a tranietes form,'' Lloyd, 
No, 538). 
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294. Polysticius versatUis, Berk, (sometimes placed under Irpex or 
Trametes, Lloyd). Cooke, Handb. of Austr. Fungi, No. 766, Queensland, New 
South Wales, and as P. venustus, No. 772, Queensland. Western Australia. 
Queensland: Stradbroke Island, September (Lloyd, No. 589); on dead stump 
of Callitris columellaris, F. v. M., Bribie Island, Moreton Bay, September 
(Lloyd, No. 494). New South Wales: On stump of fallen Callitris robusta, 
R. Br., violet tint when fresh, Narrabri, June (Idoyd, No. 539); on fallen 
Eucalyptus branch, Scone, May (Lloyd, No. 327—“old, indurated, and denuded, 
P. venustus, Berk., in this condition”); Kendall, August (Lloyd, No. 580). 

295. Polystictus (Hexagona) luteo-olivaceus, B. and Br. Cooke, Handb. 
.'\ustr Fungi, No. 800 (Queensland). Queensland: Imhil, Augu.st. Lloyd, No 
741). New South Wales: Boatharbour, near IJ-smore, August (Lloyd, No. 
.195); on fallen log, Malanganee, August (Lloyd. No. .196); near Wauchopc. 
Febru:ir>' (Lloyd, No. 304) ; National Park, May. 

2%. Polystictus subcongener, Berk. Lloyd, Mycol. Notes. No. 61, p. 898, 
fig. 1578, and No. 62, p. 935, fig. 1710. Syn., Daedalea subcongener, Berk., 
in Cooke, Handb Austr. Fungi, No. 867. Bellinger River, June (Mr. Smithers). 
Lloyd, in describing and figuring our specimens, says he can only consider this 
species as a fonn of the common P. occidentalis with scabrous rather than 
hirsute surface and larger pores. He points out that the surface is short and 
sub-sotbrous, not velutinate as described. 

297 (iii., 160). Polystictus elongatus. Berk. Queensland: Bunya Moun¬ 
tains, October (confirmed, Lloyd, No. 596). New South W’ales: Comboyne, 
.‘September (confirmed, Lloyd, No. 561); on dead trunk of Pinus, Centennial 
Park, Sydney, November (confirmed, Lloyd, No. 471). 

298 (iii., 164). Polystictus occidentalis, Klotzsch. We have .specimens from 
Fiji (Mrs. Lucas), identified by Lloyd (No. 562 and No. 578, the latter a rather 
thick fonn). 

299 (iii., 165). Polystictus (Trametes) Persoonii, Mont. T,loyd has iden¬ 
tified Fiji .specimens (No. 571, Mrs. Lucas) for us. 

300 (iii., 167). Polystictus flavus, Klotz. Queensland: Rnoggera, September 
(confirmed, Lloyd, Nos. 598, 609); Imbil Forest. August. New South Wales : 
Kangairoo Valley, June (confinned, Lloyd, No. .543). 

30ij' (iii., 168). Polystictus versicolor, L. Queensland. Pileus chiefly 
l»ctween Cinnamon Buff and Clay Colour (Ridgway, xxix.), with darker zones 
and some bands with a greyish tinge; hymenium near the same colour; Bunya 
Mountains, October (identified by Lloyd, No. 605, who considers this a distinct 
,'ind constant form, meriting a name). New South Wales: Bellinger River. 
June (Mr. Smithers; confirmed, Lloyd, No. 536); Mosman, June, base reduced 
to a narrow stalk (Lloyd, No. 544); Kangaroo Valley, June, a Cladoderris 
form identified by Lloyd (No. 537); Macquarie Pass. August, “a Mle form 
close to the form called Polystictus hirsutulus, Schw.” (Lloyd, No. 389); near 
Robertson, August, departing from the usual form in “the more glabrous pileus 
and dai;ker pore mouths (Lloyd, No. 390); Kendall, August, a thick form, 
identified by Lloyd, No. 497; on tele^^raph poles, causing rotting, Mosman. 
May, and Neutral Bay, October, identified by Lloyd, “an unusual trametoid 
form" (No. 470). iMuth Australia: On telegraph post and stumps, Mount 
I,ofty, June, July; on cut stump, a dark greyish-brown form (“a colour form,” 
Uoyd, No. 649), Mount Lofty, June, shed spores sausage-shaped, slightly 
curved, 53 to 7x2 ft; Morialta Falls, October, 

302. Polystictus nigricans, Lasch. A dark form of P. versicolor. Dark, 
nearly blackish, specimens collected by A, M. Lea, at Wilmot, Tasmania, in 
January, 1918, and recorded by us in iii., 168, as P. versicolor, Lloyd (No, 739) 
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ha.H been identified as this form. New South Wales: Kendall, thick form with 
surface smoother and darker than usual'* (identified by IJoyd, No. 497). 

303. PoIystictHs ochraccuSy Pers. New South Wales: Jenolan Caves, 
November, numerous slightly curved spores, 6 to 68x2/4 (identified by Lloyd, 
No. 615); ?, young plants, Blue Mountains, May (Lloyd, No. 201). 

304. Polystictus hirsutulusy Willd. Queensland: Bunya Mountains, Octolier; 
Imbil, August. New South Wales: Dorrigo, ,^anuary; Kendall, August; 
Landsdownc, September; Coniboyne, September; National Park, March, May. 

Pomes. 

305 (iii., 185). Powes rohustus, Karst. (Queen.sland: Stradbroke Island, 
Moreton Bay, Se|)tcmber, 1919, numerous subspherical hyaline spores, 6 to 7 /t, 
no .setae ; Imbil State Forest, near Gynipie, August, 1920, occasional oval hyaline 
spores, 5 6 fi, a few stout brown setae. South Australia: Mr. Forniby, per 
Prof. Howchin, numerous hyaline subspherical spores, 7 to 7-5 /4. no setae, con¬ 
text when young near Yellow Ochre (xv.), when old near Russet (xv.); at 
base of sweet almond, Beaumont, Adelaide, May, a few spores hyaline or nearly 
so, 6 to 6 5 /4, no setae, context near Sudan Browm (iii.), younger parts near 
Yellow Ochre {xv.): at base of Rhamnus alatcruusy L., Beaumont, January, 
spores subspherical, hyaline, 5 5 to 6 /4, no setae; on dead mother stump of 
coppiced Hi 4(\ odorata, F. v. M.. National Park, May, numerous sub.spherical 
or a little irregular hyaline spores, 5*5 to 6 5 /t, occasionally 8 /4, no .setae; on 
Euc. oleosa, v. M., Monarto Semth, May, context Sudan Brown (iii.). 

306 (iii., 185). Pomes sctulosus. Fetch. South Australia: At base of Euc. 
rostrata, SchL, National Park. May, a few spherical hyaline .spores, 65/4, 
numerous brown pointed setae with swollen bases, 19x65 /4, context a little 
darker than Raw Sienna (iii.). 

307. Pomes Calkiusii, Murrill, Lloyd places this .species, described from 
I^'lorida, under Section 69 of his Pomes monograph (context brown, setae none, 
^ores hyaline), lie has identified specimens for us (No. 621) collected on the 
Bunya Mountains, Queensland, in October, 1919, and adds, “A very unusual 
plant, but the same, as far as 1 can note, as our Florida species.'* 'Fhe numerous 
spores present in .some of our plants vary in colour from nearly hyaline to 
markedly brown, are subspherical to pear-shaped, and measure 52 to 6 /4, 6 x 5 2 /t, 
68x6 /i, 8*5 X 5*2 /4. Setae were not seen. Further specimens were collected 
on Casuarim torulosa. Ait., at Imbil, near Gympie, Queensland, in August, 
1920. Spores pallid to yellow-brown, irregular to rather triangular, 5*5 td 72 /i, 
no setae seen. 

308. Pomes torulosHSy Pers. Thi.s specie.'? comes under Section 70 of 
Lloyd (context brown, setae present, spores hyaline). In identifying specimens 
(No. 622) for us. from the Bunya Mountains, Queensland, collected in October, 

1919, Lloyd says that the salient features are the soft velutinate pore mouths, 
the ventricose .setae, and the pileus ridges. Specimens were abundant in this 
IfKrality and were usually applanate. The largest specimen measure.^ 16 inches 
laterally, 11 inches in depth, and 6 inches vertically. Most of the spores are 
deeply tinted brown, but some are pale, subspherical, 4 to 6 /4 in size. The 
setae are brown, ventricose at the base, with acuminate apices, and are often 
bent at an obtuse angle near the base, 31 x8 5 /t, 24x 10 /4. 

309 (iii., 191). Pomes dimssimns, Lloyd, Mycol. Notes, No, 62, February, 

1920, p, 943. The plants from the Bunya Mountains, appearing under Pomes 
pseudasenex (No. 191) in our third paper, Lloyd has now nam^ as the above 
(Lloyd, Nos. 493, 563). 

310. Pomes rimosus, var. casuarinae, Qek and Cheel, Botany of Pilliga 
Scrub, Bull. 14, For. Comm, of N.S. Wales, 1920. New South Wales: On 
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Cadellia pentastylis, F. v. M., State Forest, Nandewar Range, near Narrabri, 
September, dark-brown subspherical spores, 5 /i (G, Burrow); on Acacia 
cheelii, Maiden, Killarney State Forest, near Narrabri, September, old context 
near Argus Brown (pi. iii.) (G. Burrow). South Australia: On mallee 
(Eucalyptus oleosa, F. v. M.). near Overland Corner, January, spores brown, 
oval, 7 X 5-3 ft. 

311 (iii., 186). Pomes conchatus, Pers. New South Wales: On firewood, 
Sydney, August; Bullahdelah, August. 

312. Pomes applanatus, Pers. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Ro>. Soc. N.S. 
Wales, li., 1918, No. 114. New South Wales: Macquarie Pass, August (Lloyd, 
No. 408); on dead river Casuarina. Jenolan Caves, November. 

313. Pomes cLpplamtus, var. lettcophaeus, Mont. Clel. and Cheel, loc, cit.. 
No. 114a. Queensland: Inibil State Forest, August, spores thick-walled, slightly 
rough or smooth, 8 to 9 x 5 3 ft. 

314. Pomes applanatus, var. nigrolaceatus, Cooke. Clel. and Cheel. loc. cit.. 
No. 114d. Queensland: On fallen Casuarina (?), Rribic Island, September, with 
distinct black laccate crust in places. 

Hex AGON A. 

315. Hexagona Gunnii, Hook. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc Roy. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, li., 1918, No. 158. New South Wales: Bumberry, October, identified 
by Lloyd (No. 452). Victoria: On living trunk of Eucalyptus elaeophora, 
F. v. M., Ararat. May (E. J. Semmens, No. 84). South Au.stralia; On dead 
upright trunk of Eucalyptus, Adelaide Hills, July, shed spores with ? large 
round or oval globule, 1/5x7 ft, identified by Lloyd (No. 672); Ilindmarsh 
X^'^allcy, Encounter Bay, January. 

316. Hexagona rigida, Berk. Clel. and Cheel, loc, cit., No. 162. Queens¬ 
land: Stradbroke Island, September, identified by Lloyd (No. 594). 

317. Hexagona tenuis, Hook. Clel. and C’heel, loc. cit.. No, 159. New 
South Wales: National Park, May; Myall l^kes. May (thickish form). 

318. Hexagona tenuis, var. pulchella, Lev. Small pored form of H. tenuis. 
New South Wales: Dorrigo, January. 

319. Hexagona tenuis, var. cennno-plunvhea, Jungh. Northern Territory: 
Darwin, April (Dr. L. Jones), identified by Lloyd (No. 321). 

320. Hexagona similis, Berk. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cit., No. 163. Queens¬ 
land: Bunya Mountains, October, identified by Lloyd (Nos. 592, 593). 

321. Polyporus (Hexagona) decipiens, Berk. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cit., 
No. 147. New South Wales: On dead tree, Taronga Park, Sydney, June. 

Trametes. 

322. Trametes lilacino-gilva. Berk. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cit., No. 90. New 
South Wales: Comboyne, September; Bullahdelah, August; Bumberry, October; 
National Park, May. Western Australia: Kalgoorlie. South Australia: Kuitpo, 
May. 

323. Trametes cennna, Pers, Syn., T. mollis, Fr., in Lloyd's opinion. 
New South Wales: Malanganec, August, identified by Lloyd (No. 402), who 
.says these specimens are ‘‘the same thin form as from Brazil, a little different 
from our (i.e., the U.S.A.) plant. This fonn is a better Polystktus'' Queens¬ 
land: Bunya Mountains, October, identified by Lloyd (No. 632), spores 
10*5 X 3-6 

324 (iii., 196). Trametes protea, Berk. Queensland: Enoggera, September; 
Imbil, near Gympie, August. New South Wales: Kendall, August. 

325 (iii., 195). Trametes lacHnea, Berk, New South Wales: Bullahdelah, 
August. Queensland: Fraser Island (Capt. S. A. White). 
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326. Tramctcs floccosa, Rres. Northern Territory: Darwin, April (Dr. 
L. Jones), numerous elongated very pale-brownish spores, 12 to 142x5 /x, 
rather like those of P, ochrolcitcus, identified by Lloyd (No, 315), who says 
(Letter 67, Note 664) that our specimens are darker as regards surface and 
context colours than the Ceylon ones, but have the same texture, pores, and 
spores. 

327. Trametes picta, Berk, and Br. Cooke, Handb. Austr. Lungi, No. 843 
(Queensland). Queensland: Hribie Island, September, on fallen wood, iden¬ 
tified by Lloyd (No. 496). 

328. Trametes Muelleri, Berk. Cooke, Ilandb. Austr. Fungi, No. 842 
(Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria). Queensland: Enoggera, September, 
identified by Idoyd (No. 607). We cannot make out any es.scntial .specific 
differences between our specimens of T. pieia and T. Muelleri. 

Daedalea. 

329. Daedalea gibbosa, Fers. (as Trametes). We have specimens from 
New South Wales identified as above by Lloyd (No. 481), shed spores white, 
elongated, oblique, 7 to 85x3 /i. 

THKI.ErHORACEAE. 

Thelephora. 

vl30 (iii, 209). Thelephora terrestris, Ehr. South Australia: Under Pinas 
insignis, Dougl., equal P. radiata, D. Don, Kuitpo, Mav, spores brown, knobby, 
95k78At. 

Asterostroma. 

331. Asterostroma persimile, Wakefield. New South Wales. Specimens 
have been identified by Miss Wakefield through C. G. Lloyd. In her letter to 
Mr. Lloyd, Miss Wakefield says that the Australian ])lants differ in micro¬ 
scopical details from the type, and that she was at first in doubt whether to 
refer them to her own species or to hold them as different, but afterwards con¬ 
cluded that they were a variation of the species. New South V\'ales: Neutral 
Bay, Sydney, September and October, star-shaped bodies pale brown, rays 5, 
each 43 to 52x3*5 /j,, spores warty tuberculose, 52 to 7 fi (associated with a 
yellow Corticium and Stcreum membranaccum); Katoomba, on fallen logs, 
December, rays up to 42x3-4 ft, forming a felt (Lloyd, No. 253); Tuggerah, 
October, friable, spores irregttlar, whitish, 7 fi (Lloyd, No. 254). 

PlILElUA. 

332. Phlcbia reflexa, Berk. Lloyd considers that the following are probably 
synonyms:— P. (MeruHus) strigoso-sonatum (Schweinitz); P. hispidula, Berk.; 
Auricularia Butleri, Massee; A. sordiseens, Ces.; and Stereum lugubre, Cooke 
(letter 46, p. 6). Following Lloyd’s suggestion, we place the genus in the 
Thclephoraceae. New South Wales: Berry, October, when moist soft and 
subgefatinous. hymenium much wrinkled into irregular folds pruinose with the 
spores, colour varying from different tints of brown to yellow-brown and purple- 
brown, not unlike the colours of a bruise, the growing edge when moist whitish 
from mycelial threads, hymenium drying blackish, reflexed surface dark brown, 
somewhat zoned, edge whitish, basidia tetrasporous, spores 6*2 to 7x3 5 ft; 
Milson Island, Hawkesbury River, February, identified by Lloyd (No. 149), 
and June; Hill Top, October, identified by Lloyd (No. 72), shed spores white, 
sausage-shaped with an oblique apiculus, 7 to 8*5x3*5 ft; Sydney, April and 
December; Lisarow, June and August; Kew, October. South Australia: Mount 
Lofty, April; National Park, June and August. 
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Stereum. 

.333 (iii.. 211). Stereum caperatum. Berk, and M. New South Wales: 
BuIIahdelah, August, cladoderris form with lateral .stem; Dorrigo. January; 
Kangaroo Valley, June, approaching Cladoderris, lateral stem (Lloyd 548). Fiji: 
Mrs. Lucas, lateral and central-stemmed specimens (Lloyd, 574; “intermediate 
between Stereum and Cladoderris”). 

334 (iii., 212). Stereum elegans, Meyer. In his monograph on the Stipitatc 
Stereums, Lloyd divides his Section 4 into two divisions, viz., those growing on 
the ground and those on wood. In the former occur S’, elegans, densely caespitose 
and imbricate, often forming rosettes, and S’, nitiduhim, with a me.sopodial stipe 
and rooting base. We have recorded the latter for Terrigal, New South Wales 
(Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, xli., 1916), the identification having been made 
by C. G. Lloyd. We find, however, that single individuals of 5’. elegans (c.c/.. 
amongst our Mount Irvine .specimens) may show a rooting base and be indis¬ 
tinguishable from our example of 5’. nitidulum. As regards those growing on 
wood, S. pergamaneum, which we have recorded on Lloyd’s identification tor 
Pittwater, New South Wales, is like S. nitidulum, but grows on rotten wood and 
has no rooting base, whilst S. Miquclianum is similar but thinner, more slender 
and delicate, and was originally described as growing on branches. Lloyd has 
identified for us as this species, specimens growing on an Eucalyptus trunk at 
National Park. South Australia. In the same locality, typical .S’, elegans is pre¬ 
sent, forming extensive rosettes on the ground near the bases of Eucalypts, and 
often associated with the base of the stem or near superficial roots. We there¬ 
fore think it possible that these three species— S. pergamaneum, S. nitidulum. 
and 5’. Miquclianum —which we have recorded or now record for Australia, may 
really belong to S. elegans, the records indicating unusual forms or sites of 
growth. New South Wales: BuIIahdelah, August. Victoria; Craigie, June 
(E. J. Semmens, Nos. 55, 56). South Australia; Mount Lofty, April, June. 
July; National Park, April (near fallen wood). August. Spores 5 to 6x3 5 
to 4 Ik. 

.335 (iii., 219). Stereum membranaceum, Fr. Brown, rough setae, narrow 
clavate to acuminate, 85 to 240x9 to 19 ik. New South Wales: BuIIahdelah, 
August. South Australia: Mount Lofty, May, June; Kuitpo, May. 

336 (iii., 218). Stereum illudens, Berk. In the Milson Island specimens there 
are numerous rough subclavate setae projecting only slightly above the hymenium, 
but we have been unable to pick up any in the Bumberry and South Australian 
specimens. New South Wales: Milson Island, Hawkesbury River, August, 
.setae, 17 x 3 5 fi, 31 to 35 x 3-5 ft; The Rock, July; Bumberry, September (Lloyd, 
406). Victoria: Ararat, July (E. J. Semmens, No. 135). South Australia: 
Mount Lofty, May (spores 9x4/*), July, September; Flinders Range, Quom, 
Augu.st. 

337 (iii., 214). Stereum hirsutum, Willd. South Australia: Mount Loft)\ 
May, June, July; Belair, June. 

338 (iii., 216). Stereum vellereum, Berk. New South Wales: Bumberry, 
on Eucalyptus tereticornis, Sm., September, identified by Lloyd (No. 376); 
Narrabri, November; Hawkesbury River, June. Victoria: Ararat (E. J. Sem- 
rnens. No. 136). South Australia: Cherry Gardens (Prof. Osborn); Belair, 
June; Mount Compass, October; Mount Lofty, June (Lloyd, No. 668) and 
September, spores elongated, occasionally slightly curved, 5-2 to S-7 x 2 to 2-5 /*. 

339. Stereum purpureum, Pers. Cooke, Handb. Austr. Fungi, No. 1018 
(New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, Western Australia). 
Queensland: Bunya Mountains, October, spores pear-shaped, 5-2x2-5 u, iden¬ 
tified by Uoyd (No, 601). 
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340 217), Stereum lobatum, Fr. Syn,, S, fasciatum, Sch., and when 

young, 5*. concolor, Jungh (Lloyd). Queensland: Imbil, August. New South 
Wales: Mosman, April, spores 5 to 6 x 2*2 /t; near Wauchope, February, identified 
by Lloyd as the form S, concolor, Jungh. (No. 371). We also found typical 
S. lobatum with S, tasmanicum on the Bunya Mountains, October. 

340 (a). Stereum tasmanicum, Berk. Syn„ S, concolor. Berk. (Lloyd). 
Queensland: Bunya Mountains, October, identified by Lloyd (No. 630). These 
fiiants are hardly distinguishable from S, lobatum —a little thicker, uniform in 
colour or with slight zoning, more velvety .surface, hymenium a little less pale. 
Typical examples of both have been found in the one locality (Bunya Moun¬ 
tains). Probably there is only the one .species in Australia. 

341 (iii., 221). Stereum (Hymenochaefe) adustiim, Lev. Syn.,(?) S, 
z^iUosum, l^v. (Lloyd). Queensland: Tmbil, August, dark-brown acuminate 
setae with blunt or sharp ends, 30 to 45 x 3 5 to 5 3 fi. 

342. Stereum (Hymenochaete) villosum, Lev. Clel. and Cheel, Proc. Linn, 
Soc. N.S. Wales, xli., 1916, p. 864. New South Wales: Kendall, March, brown 
setae. 25 to 42x5 /x (Lloyd, No. 367); Malanganee, August; Bullahdelah, 
August; Kurrajong Heights, August, brown-pointed setae, 448 to 66x83 to 
13 5 /i at base. 

CXAVARIACEAE. 

Clavaria. 

343. Clavaria cincrea, Fr. Cotton and Wakefield. IVans. Brit. Mycol. Soc., 
vi., 1919, p. 178; Clcl. and Chccl, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, xli., 1916, p. 868 
(N.S. Wales). We have collected further specimens of this variable species in 
New South Wales, and now in South Australia. The plants vary in shape from 
almost simple clubs to much branching from a stout base, and though mainly 
greyish in colour have been noted as .showing tints from pale lilac-fawn and 
pallid pinkish to greyish-brown; spores sub.spherical 7 to 8 5 /x. New South 
Wales: Sydney, May and December; National Park, July; South Australia: 
Mount 1 >ofty, June. The greyish-brown plants figured (pi. ii., fig. 4) have unusually 
small spores (5 fi), even when compared with other collections from the same 
locality (7 to 8 5 /x). Our notes as regards these specimens are as follows:— 
Colour greyLsh, gregarious, up to 2 inches high, sometimes almost simple with 
acute forking and subdivision into teeth at the apices, sometimes branching from 
near the base, stem slightly rugose, spores subspherical, 5fi. Mount l^fty, June 
(Miss Fiveash, Watercolour No, 22). 

TKEMELLACEAE. 

Hirneola. 

344. Hirneola polytricha, Mont. Clel. and Cheel, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. 
W'ales, xli., 1916, p. 865. Queensland: Bunya Mountains, October. New South 
^^ales: On Ficus platypoda, A. Cunn„ var. mollis, Narrabeen, July, spores 
curved, 13 to 14x52 /x—some of these specimens, after cooking, were eaten 
by one of us (J. B. C.), but proved to be very tough and almost tasteless, and 
did not become properly mucilaginous; on fallen log, Wingham, November; 
Mummulgum, December; on dead Fxcus rubiginosa, Desf., Cremorne, Sydney, 
I^ember; Oemorne, June; on dead fallen branch of Erythrina, Mosman (form 
approaching //. auricula-judae); National Park, May. 

345* Hirneola auricula^judae, L. Clel. and Cheel, loc, cii,, p. 865. New 
South Wales: Bulli Pass, November; on fallen Ficus, Mummulgum, December. 

346. Auricularia mesenterica, Fr. C^ok, Handb. Austr. Fungi, No. 1143 
(Queensland, Western Australia). New South Wales: Casino, October (D. J. 
McAuliffe), idetitified by Lloyd; Boatharbour, near Lismore, August, identified 
by Lloyd (No. 411, equal A. lobcUa, Swartz.). 
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GASTROMYCETES. 

Phalloideae. 

Phallus, 

347. Phallus multicolor. Berk and Br. Cooke, Handb. Austr. Fungi, No. 
1178 (New South Wales and Queensland). Stem and pileus together 6 inches 
long. Pileus li inch high, more than 1 inch broad below, conical, tapering 
upwards so as to be less than ^ inch broad al)Ove, irregularly crinklcd-lacumosc, 
covered with the Olive-brown (Dauthenay, pi. 299, Ton. 4) gleba, attached at 
its .summit to the pinky-orange edge of a compressed orifice, 1 inch broad, which 
opens into the stem, inner surface of pileus pinkish and rugulose, substance of 
pileus thin. Veil dependant, 1^ inch long, Salmon-pink (pi. 74,^ 'I'ons 1 to 3), 
with fine meshes, attached to the stem J inch from its apex. Stem attenuated 
below and also gradually upwards, finely lacunosc, orangey-pink above shatling 
into whitish in the volva, hollow (nearly -J inch in diameter), with about 3 tiers 
of cells in the walls. Volva irregularly globose, 2 inches high, inch broad, 
whitish with a tint paler than Pale Reddish Talac (pi. 131, I'on 1) with a thick 
jelly-like base. Spores 35x18/*. New South Wales; National Park, May. 
1919 (Miss Clarke. Watercolour No. 208; Herb., J. B. C., Formalin Specimen 
307). (PI. i., fig. 1.) 

Jansia. 

348. Jansia rugosa, vide Idoyd, Synop. of known Phalloids, 1909; Clcl. and 
Cheel, jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S. Wales, xlix., 1915, p. 203 (New South W'ales). 
We have collected further specimens of this rare phalloid as follows:—Mosman. 
Sydney, August (near the same site as specimens previously recorded); Bradley 
Head, Sydney, May, 1918, spores 34x18 /* (Formalin Sp. 300, Miss Qarke 
Watercolour No. 192—here reproduced as pi. ii., fig. 1); and North Dorrigo, 
January, 1918, on a rotten log (Formalin Sp. 299), described at the time as 
follows:—^Whole plant 2 inches or more in height, with a musty but not foetid 
smell. The volva elongated, cylindrical, ^ inch high, splitting into three or four 
blunt irregular lobes. Stem and pileus 1^^ inch or considerably more in length, 
the basal half inch of the stem whitish with obscure polygonal markings, the 
rest tapering to a blunt point, gleba reddish-brown to pinkish attached along 
the lines of an irregular mc.shwork on the stem corresponding to the polygonal 
areas seen below. Spores rod-like, 3x15/*. 

Asekoe. 

.349. Aseroe rubra, I^bill. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S. 
Wales, xlix., 1915, p. 208. New South Wales: Kendall, December; Sydney, 
December. 

Nidulariaceae. 

Cyathus. 

350. Cyathus stercorareus, Detoni. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, 1., 1916, p. 106. New South Wales: Kendall, December, spores 
25 /*; Cowra, December, spores thick-walled, 14 to 19 /*. South Australia: 
Fullarton, Adelaide, July, spores thick-walled, spherical to oval, 18 /*, 17-8 x 14-2 /*, 
30 x 25 /*, etc. 

Crucibulum. 

351. Crucibulum vulgare, Tul. Qel, and Cheel, loc. cit., p. 107. New 
South Wales: On pine cone. Moss Vale, June, spores 8x5 /*. Victoria: On 
rotting bark and on trunk of Eucalyptus hemiphloia, F. v. M., Craigie (E. J. 
Semmens, Nos. 63 and 58), spores 7-5 to 10'5x3‘6 to 4 /*. South Australia: 
The Hermitage, October (Prof. Osborn), identified by Lloyd (No. 380), spores 



85 to 12 X 4 Mount Lofty. June, on wood, sporangia 870 x 700 /i, spores 7 to 
A5x5ft, and on manure by roadside, spores 107 to 12 5 /a, occasionally 
21 x45 /A, identified by Lloyd (No. 652). 

LyCOPERDACEAE. 

PODAXON. 

352. Podaxon acgyptiacum, Mont. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. 
Soc, N.S. Wales. New South Wales: 20 mifcs cast of Broken Hill. April, 
spores elliptical, dark bronze-brown, 13 to 138x9 to 10 /a. South Australia: 
Oodnadatta (Prof. Osborn), spores dark purple, to 12x8 to 104/a. 

353. Podaxon Mucllrri, Henning. Lloyd, Lycop. of Austr., p. 5. We 
have a specimen collected at Kurrawang, Western Australia, by Mrs. A. F. 
C'leland in 1918. Sjmres near subspherical, yellowish. 105 to 12x85 to 104 /a. 

354. Podaxon anomalum, Lloyd, Mycol. Notes, No. 64, September, 1920, 
p. 992, fig. 1776. We sent C. G. Lloyd half of the single specimen collected, 
and he has kindly described and figured it as above (No. 549). Unfortunately 
we have not noted the locality, which was probably the Murray River area 
between the North-west Bend and Overland (.orner, but may have been Western 
New South W ales. Lloyd in his notes says that this really belongs to a new 
genus, intermediate between Podaxon anil Sccotium. “It is a Sccotium in 
general appearance, but Secoliutn does not have powdery gleba. The dehiscence 
cannot be told .surely from the .specimen, but the peri(lium is soft and fragile, 
and seems to flake off in the manner that ('auloylossum is said to dehisce. This 
is entirely at variance with any Podaxon. '1 he columella, thick at the base, 
rapidly tapers and docs not reach the apex of the peridium. 'I'his is another 
feature of which 1 know^ no similar case. The gleba is light browui. floccose, 
powdery. The microscope re.solves it into pale yellow, globose or elliptical, 
smooth spores, 10 to 12 x 12 to 14 /a. which are mixed wdtli abundant hyaline 
hyphal fragments, ai)parently the remains of the basidia. It docs not have true 
capillitium. We place it provisionally in Podaxon on account of the gleba nature, 
and Podaxon is one of the few puff-ball genera in w'hich basidial remains are 
found in the gleba.*'—Lloyd. We note that the spores are thick-walled. 

Secutiitm. 

355. Sccotium mclanosporum, Berk. Cooke, Ilandb. Austr. Fungi, No. 
1220 (Western Australia). We have collected this rare species in one locality 
<»nly, vie,, Monarto South, in South Australia, though in several places within 
a mile of each other. The identification has been confirmed by Lloyd (No. 734). 
Lloyd, in his Lycoperdaccac of Australia, states that the only* specimen known 
then was the type collected by Drummond in the Swan River Settlement “over 
sixty years ago.” We have described our specimens as follows:—At first conico- 
campanulate, the pileus then expanding and convex up to 2^ inches in diameter, 
bearing a general close resemblance to a common mushroom. The upper-surface 
pallid whitish and a little fibrously striate; the substance, up to J inch thick, 
composed of small irregular cells. 1^ to 4 mm. in diameter, the walls pale greyish 
lined with olive. A fine whitish veil covers the under-surface of the cap, which 
when removed or ruptured shows the shrunken walls of the cells of the substance 
which arc in places elongated in lines, suggesting the incipience of gill formation, 
the depth of these cells being very shallow. A thin film of tissue covers the 
cdlular hymenial area, this being thickest over the stem. The stem itself is 
up to 3^ inches high and ^ inch in diameter in the middle, solid, attenuated 
upwards, the root rounded, slightly bulbous, pallid whitish, fibrously striate, 
extending through the cap to the upper-surface. The flesh turns reddish when 
cut, Hymenial area, Bistre (pi. 29). Spores purplish-brown, oval with an 
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apiculus, 7 to 9 X 52 to 7-5 Partly buried under sand, September, 1920, 
May, 1921. 

356. Secotium coarctatum. Berk. Cooke, Handb. Austr. Fungi, No. 1219 
(Western Australia). We came upon this species at Narrabri in Tune, 1919, 
and the identification has been confirmed by C. G. Lloyd (No. 528). Lloyd 
points out that this is probably the first collection made since the type was found 
and that the specimens agree exactly with the type and Berkeley's figure of it. 
We described the specimens when fresh as follows:—Whitish, somewhat quadri¬ 
lateral but broader inch +) above than below (i inch—); stem .short, whiti.sh, 
continued to the top of the pileus; substance pallid greyish-brown; 
spores whitish, smooth, 5-2 to 7 /i; a peculiar strong fragrant smell (the type 
is described as strong-scented). 

Chlamvdopus. 

357. Chlamydopus Meyenianus, Berk. Clel. and Cheel, he. cit., p. 109. 
South Australia: Miller Creek, between Mount Eba and North-South Railway 
Line, August, spores yellow-brown, spherical, finely rough, 6-4 to 7 5 ft (T. D. 
Campbell). 

Phellobina. 

358. Phellorina Delestrei, Dur. and Mont. Lloyd, Lycoperd. of .Australia, 
p. 10, pi. 27; Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1., 1916, p. 110. 
We have a further Australian specimen obtained by Mr. T. D. Campbell at 
Miller Creek, between Mount Eba and the North-South Line, in Central Aus¬ 
tralia, August, 1921. Our plant has a conically rooting stem, surrounded by 
compacted sand, extending 2 inches below the ground surface; spores round or 
a little irregular, yellow-brown, smooth, 6-4 to 7 fi. 

359. Phellorina australis. Berk. Syn., Xylopodium australe. Berk. Lloytl, 
Lycop. of Austr., p. 11, fig. 7. We have received, through Prof. Osborn, a 
specimen collected by Capt. S. A. White in Central Australia. The plant is 
somewhat turbinate, 1^ inch high and 1^ inch' wide, pallid, somewhat irregularly 
rugose above and contracted into a short stem below which is surrounded by a 
collar, probably the remains of the volva. Spores rough, 5 to 6 /«. Colour of 
spore mass a little lighter than Dresden Brown (pi. xv.). Lloyd describes his 
specimen as having a bright ochraceous gleba, but in our specimen the colour is 
decidedly darker. 

360. Phellorina strobilina, Kalch. Syn., Areolaria strobilina, Kalch. 
Cooke, Handb. Austr. Fungi, No. 1318, Queensland; Xylopodium ochroleucum, 
Cke. and Massee, Cooke, loc. cit., No. 1324, Queensland. We have a small 
specimen, of which the locality has not been noted but is probably Central South 
Australia, which agrees exactly with the plate (27, fig. 3) given by Lloyd in his 
Lycoperdaceae of Australia. The peridium, 1 inch in diameter and | inch high, 
is broken up into thick angular scales. The stalk is 2^ inches long,’ slightly 
curved, attenuated upwards, ^ inch below and three-sixteenths inch thick above, 
clothed with adpressed scales, their free edges upwards. The spores are pale 
brown, warty, rather irregular, 5 to 7 /t. The following have been identified 
for us as Phellorina strobilina by C. G. Lloyd. We have collected these large 
specimens on four occasions in the same locality, twice evidently from the same 
mycelium, in May, September, and October, after heavy rain. None of our 
specimens were mature. The largest measured 11^ inches high, of which 
^ inches were above ground. The peridium was oval, 4^ inches high and 3 inches 
wide, white, covered with large peeling ligulate scales, adherent below at various 
levels and recurved and reflexed atxive where they have split off. The peridial wall 
was i inch thick, white, surrounding the gleba mass, which was slightly irregularly 
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oval, inches x 2} inches, white and soft. The woody stem was 7 inches long, a 
little constricted at the ground level (diameter, J inch), inch thick below the 
peridiuni, inch below the ground level, with a thick hard crust, brownish 
tinted below the cuticle in the upper part, covered above ground with firm ligulate 
scales, firmer than on the peridium, white inside and moderately firm, solid, the 
lower end rounded and connected with an indefinite mass of mycelium spreading 
through the sand. Moderately strong smell. Yotmger specimens show some 
points of diflFerence. From one-third to one-quarter of the plant is below the 
ground. The peridium is at first clavate. The ligulate scales are in some 
adherent above by a broad base, sometimes an inch long, hanging down and 
overlapping, contracting from the base to a shai-p apex, up to H inch long. 
The scales on the stem appear more as coarse thick bands of fibrils. 'i1ic wall 
of the peridium is j inch to } inch thick. Spheres spherical, nearly smooth, 
65 to occasionally 8 some short threads, 32 to 4*8 /i thick, occasionally 
apparently septate. Monarto South, South Australia. 

Battarea. 

361. Battarea phalloides, var. Stevenii, Fr. Gel. and Gieel, lac, cii., p. 111. 
South Australia: Monarto South, May. volva of two layers, an outer thin crust, 
darkish externally, and an inner thicker more fibrous layer; Murray liridge, 
July (Mr. Ashby); Nankcri, on sandy rise in fallow. May (Prof. Osborn). 
Western Australia: Kurrawang (Mrs. A. F. Oeland). 

POLYSACCUM. 

362. Polysaccum pisocarpium, var. crassipes, D. Cand. Gel. and Gieel, 
loc, cit., p. 113. Queensland: Stradbrokc Island. September. New South 
Wales: Eulah Creek, Narrabri, June, stem 4 inches long, 1} inch thick, spores 
shaggy-warty, 9 to 105 fi. South Australia: Mount I-X)fty, July, up to 4^ inches 
high, often with several “heads**; Beltana, August, spores shagg>', 8 to 11 fi, 

363. Polysaccum pisocarpium (variety not identified). New South Wales: 
Rullahdelah, August, 

Scleroderma. 

364. Scleroderma verrucosum, Bull. Gel. and Gieel, loc. cit,, p. 116. 
New South Wales: National Park, May, spores shaggy, 105 to 12 Sydney, 
May, December. South Australia: Our record (in the above paper) of this 
species for South Australia is doubtful, the plants being immature and perhaps 
really 5*. flavidum. We have not recently found any specimens. 

365. Scleroderma flavidum, Ellis. Lloyd, The Lycop. of Austr., etc., p. 14. 
Gel. and Cheel, loc. cit., p. 114. New South Wales: Kendall, March and 
December (latter specimens containing a nest of small ants). South Australia: 
Murray River, unopened, doubtfully this species, spores dark brown, very shaggy , 
12 to 15 5 fi, usually 14 ^t; locality not noted, spores densely echinulate, 13 to 
17^5 fjL; Mount Lofty, July, spores shaggy, 72 to 107 fi; Kuitpo, May, spores 
densely echinulate, 11 to 145/i*, confirmed by Lloyd (No. 780). Victoria: 
Ararat, May (E. J. Semmens, No. 91). 

366. Scleroderma flavidum, var. fenestratum, nov. var. In our description 
of some specimens oi Scleroderma found in the Pilliga Scrub (Bot. of Pilliga 
Scrub, Bull. 14, For. Comm. N.S. Wales. 1920, p. 19), we refer to the peridium 
being supported on a fenestrated stem or root, sometimes several inches long. 
As these plants grow im sandy soil, this probably enables the peridium to project 
alK>ve the shifting sand. The fenestrated portion consists of broad, rugose, 
often flattened, intercommunicating strands of mycelium, tailing off below into 
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mycelial threads. To distinguish this form, that we have now frequently met 
with, we propose the above varietal name. This form is also of interest as, in 
one case, having manifested parasitic features of some economic importance. 

Victoria: In 1917, Mr. C. C. Brittlebank, of the Department of Agriculture 
of that State, sent us specimens of a Scleroderma, which we now refer to this 
variety, found at Dandenong in June, which had killed off a number of rose 
trees. He says, “There is not the slightest doubt as to the parasitic nature, as the 
mycelium was traced right through the outer coverings into the cambium and 
underlying tissues.” The .specimen sent was unopened with a thick peridium 
supported on an irregular reticulated mass of thick mycelial strands forming 
a mass larger than the peridium itself, spores shaggy, acicular, dark brownish, 
12 to 15 5 hyphae 7 /i thick. 

South Australia: Eagle on Hill, June, .spores densely echinulate, 11 /n; an 
unexpanded plant from near Overland Corner (this locality is doubtful) is 
probably also this variety—the thick-walled peridium is supported on a very 
irregularly rugose somewhat flattened stem without fenestrations. 3 inches long 
and I inch thick in places, spores densely echinulate, 122 to 15 5 an old 
specimen from Overland Comer, December, in which the peridium has burst 
into stellate, sometimes subdivided lobes, supported by a short thick stem, inch 
long and ^ inch broad, attached below by a constricted neck to a mass of 
irregularly to nobby, somewhat flattened, not definitely fenestrated compacted 
mycelium forming a root below ^ound, 1 inch long and broad, spores “smooth" 
(probably the result of weathering, the specimen having been long exposed), 
spherical, yellow-brown, 52 ft; Eagle on Hill, another collection, identified as 
S. flavidum by Lloyd (No. 692), peridium splitting into up to 8 lobes, root 
3 inches long x 1^ inch wide, dense but spongy above, passing below into inter¬ 
lacing mycelial strands, spores mulberry-like, 9 to 12 ft. 

Geaster. 

367. Geaster fornicatus, Hudson. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy, Soc. 
N.S. Wales, xlix., 1915, p. 224. New South Wales: In brush, Malanganee, 
August, spores warty, 3-5 to 4 ft, confirmed by Lloyd (No. 419). 

Mycenastrum. 

368. Mycenastrum corium, (Guersent) Desv. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. 
Roy. Soc. N.S. Wales, L., 1916, p. 116, South Australia: Glen Osmond, 
December, spores rough, 107 ft; Morphett Vale, October; Bern, January, 
spores shaggy, 125 to 14 ft. New South Wales: Eulah Creek, Narrabri, June, 
spores slightly rough, 10-5 to 12 ft. 

Catastoma. 

369. Catastoma pedicellatum, Morgan. Spores dark brown, coarsely warted 
and mulberry-like, 6'8 to 8 5 ft. Pedicels 17 to 26 ft, tapering, sometimes curved. 
Capillitium barely tinted to brown, occasionally branching, noted as septate in 
one collection, 2 5 to 3-5 ft thick. New South Wales: Sussex Island, Qarence 
River, October (identified by Uoyd); Narrabri, June, spores with a septum 
near the head (Lloyd 527); Yanco area, November. South Australia: Port 
Elliot, August. 

370. Catastoma anomcUum, Massee. Qel. and Cheek loc, cit., p. 117. 
New South Wales: Hawkesbury River, January, March; Dubbo, June, spores 
spherical to oval, finely rough to smooth, 42 to 5 ft (Uoyd 78). 

371. Catastoma hyaioihrix, Cooke. New South Wales: Milson 
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Hawkesbury River, February, spores smooth, 4 /x (this size seems unduly 
small), identified by Lloyd (No. 139). 

Rovxstella. 

372. Hovistclla aspera. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cit., p. 117. Spores 32 
to 6 5 /i, pedicels 85 to 19 /i. New South Wales: Near Barellan, August; 
Junee, October; Blayney, December; Milson Island, Hawkesbury River, Octo¬ 
ber. Victoria: Ararat, May (E. J. Semmens, Nos. 97, 98, 100). South 
Australia: Beltana, August, capillitium coloured; Monarto South, September. 

373. Hovistclla anstralasiana. Clel. and C'heel, loc. cii., p. 118. Spores 
smooth, 42 fi. New South Wales: Sydney, June, pedicels 17 /x, capillitium 
3*5 fi; Murvvillumbah, April, pedicels. 7 to 10*4 fi (I-loyd 138). 

Lycoperdon. 

374. Lycoperdon pusillum, Batsch. Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Froc. Roy. 
Soc. N.S. Wales, L., 1916, p. 120. Spores spherical to sometimes oval, 3 5 to 
5 /X, usually smooth; capillitium pale brownish. New South Wales: Hawkes¬ 
bury River. February; Narrabeen, March; Blue Mountains, May, spores finely 
tuberculately warty; Berrima, July; Murwillumbah, April; Narrabri, June; 
Eulah Creek, near Narrabri, November; Baan Baa, January, distinct stumps 
of pedicels, very rarely pedicels 14 /x long; Coolamon, May. Victoria: Ararat 
May (E, J. Semmens, No. 96). South Australia: Mount I^fty, April. 

375. Lycoperdon praiense, Fers. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cii., p. 121. Spores 
3*2 to 5 /x; capillitium white, sometimes septate, 32 to 5 ft. Victoria: Ararat, 
May, occasional pedicels 15 ft long (E. J. Semmens. No. 95). South Aus¬ 
tralia: Beaumont Common, near Adelaide, June, up to 1^ inch high, the upper 
part laterally expanded, contracting into the stout cellular base from which a 
few white mycelial threads radiate, covered with slightly biscuit-coloured mealy 
warts, strong smell; Eagle on Hill, June; Mount Lofty, April; Kuitpo Forest, 
May, 

376. I.ycopcrdon pyriforme, Schaeff. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cit., p. 122. 
Queensland: Bunya Mountains, Cktolxer, spores smooth, 3 5 fi, capillitium brown, 
3*5 to 4 fi. 

377 (iii., 232). Lycoperdon gemmatnm, Bat.sch. New South Wales: 
Malanganee, August, .spores slightly rough, 38 ft; Lisarow, June. 

378, Lycoperdon subincarnatum. Peck. Clel. and Cheel, loc. cit., p. 121. 
New South Wales: National Park, on wood, July; Lisarow, June. 

Calvatia. 

379 (iii., 233). Calvatia lilacina (Berk.). Sjwres warty or only slightly 
rough. 3*6 to 65 fi. New South Wales : Sydney, April, spores warty, 5 to 7 fi; 
Port Macquarie, January, capillitium 5 /x thick (Lloyd, 488—''unusual in the 
surface breaking up arcolately into plates”). South Australia: Eagle on Hill, 
April; Victor Harbour, November (J. K. Samuel) and January (breaking up 
arcolately into plates); Flinders Ra,nge, Quorn, August. 

380. Calvatia craniiformis, Schw. Syn., C. Gardneri, Berk. Qcl. and 
(Thccl, loc. cit., p. 123. Lloyd, as a result of an examination of a number of 
Australian specimen^, has come to the conclusion that C. Gardneri is conspecific 
with C craniiformis. Spores smooth, 3*4 to 5 fi; capillitium brownish, 3*5 ft. 
New South Wales: Sydney, April (under Lantana, Lloyd, 484) and June 
(Lloyd, 151); near Wauchopc, February, elongated pear-shaped in form. 
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Mitremvces, 

38L Mitramyces fuscus, Berk. Clel. and Cheel, loc, cit,, p. 125. New 
South Wales; On clay bank, Canibewarra Mountain, Nowra, June, spores 
vvhiti.sh; warty, 14x85 ft. South Australia: On clay bank and on flat ground, 
Mount Lofty, July, spores whitish with slight whitish clay tint, elliptical to a 
little irregular, finely rough, 11 to 125 and occasionally 14 x 7 5 to 8 ft. 


KXPLANATiON OF PLATES. 

Plate I. 

Fig. 1. Pftallus fnulticolor, B. and Br., and section of stem, I luturul size. 

„ 2. C^^ihareihis cinercuSt var. atistralis, var. nov., with section, natural size. 

„ 3. Cantharcllus triangularis, n. sp., and section, enlarged IJ times. 

„ 4. Boletus subglolwsus, n. sp., with section, natural size. 

„ 5. Alarasmius sulnnstitius, n. sp., natural size on leaf, with pilcus, uncler.side of pileus, 
and section enlarg^ 2i times. 

„ 6. Amanilopsis subvaginatus, n. sp., with section, cross-section of gills, and .spore, natural 
size (except spore). 

„ 7. Marasniius rugoso-elegans, n. sp., with section, underside of pileus. and spore (?), 
natural size (except the spore , 

Water-colours all by Miss Phyllis Clarke, Sydney. 

Plate II. 

Fig. 1. Jansia rugosa, enlarged twice. 

„ 2. Palyporus basilapihidcs, MacAlp. and Tepper, w'ilh upper-surface of pileus, two- 
thirds natural size. 

„ 3. Adycena cpiptcrygia, Scop., two-thirds natural size. 

„ 4, Claiwia cincrea, Fr., two-thirds natural size. 

Water-colours of Figs. 1, 3, and 4 by Miss Phyllis Clarke; and of Fig. 2 by Miss Fiveash, 
Adelaide. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND 
THE INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 5.—THE LIZARDS. 

r 

T 

By Joan B. Proctor, F.Z.S., British Museum (Nal. Hist.). 

[Read April 12. 1923.] 

{Communicated by l^rofessor F. Wood Jones.) 

Very little is known about the island fauna of this region, and the 'present 
collection, which was made chiefly in Nuyts Archipelago and the Investigator 
Group, is therefore interesting. Many of the mainland species which one would 
have expected to find in the islands were not obtained, and probably do not 
occur. Examples of twelve species were collected, several of which are ex¬ 
tremely rare, and one of which is new. The latter I have named after Prof. 
Wood Jones, who has kindly presented the whole collection to the British 
Museum. 

For the .sake of brevity, the only references given are;—(1) The original 
description of the specie.s. (2) Boulenger’s, in his Catalogue of Lizards.^^^ 
(3) Zietz'.s Catalogue of Australian Lizards,to which useful work the reader 
is referred for information on the distribution and synonomy of each species 
and the bibliography of the subject. 

Geckonidae. 

1. Fhyllodactylus ntarmoratus, (jray. Cat., 1845, p. 149; Boulengcr, K.M. 
Cat. Liz., vol. i., p. 88, pi. vii,, fig. 6; Zietz, Cat. Austr. Liz., p. 185. 

Two specimens from South Neptune Island and five from Black Rock. 
Occurs also on hVanklin Island, Pearson Islands, and Price I.sland. Already 
known to inhabit Kangaroo Island; it has a wide distribution on the mainland. 

PYGoromnAE. 

2. Dclma fraseri. Gray, Zool. Misc., 1831, p. 14; Boulenger, o/>. r., vol. i., 
p. 243; Zietz, op. r., p, 192, 

Three specimens from St. Francis Island. Known from all part‘d of 
Australia. 

3. Lialis hurtoni. (iray, P.Z.S., 1834, p. 1.14; Boulenger, op, r., vol. i., 
p. 247; Zietz, op. c., p. 193, 

One specimen from St. Francis Island, beautifully marked with five dark 
longitudinal bands above; six cream-coloured bands beneath, with a series of 
fine cream-coloured speckles between each. Scale.s in 21 rows. 

Known from all parts of Australia and New Guinea, 

AoAMIDyVE. 

4. Amphibolnrus dccrcsii, Dum, and Bibr., Erp. Gen., 1837, vol. iv., p. 472, 

pi. xli., fig 1; Boulenger, op. c., vol. i., p. 385 ; Zietz. op. c., p. 1%. ‘ 

A male and female of this very rare species were caught on Pearson Island. 
The British Museum possesses but two specimens, both males. , 

The new male has longer legs, which, when adpressed, reach to between 
the eye and the nostril, and a longer tail, more than twice the length of head 


a) Brit, Mus. Cat. Liz., 1885-87. 

S. Austr. Mus., i. (3), 1920. 
Brit. Mus. Cat,, van E. 



80 


and body. Its colouration is striking; almost black above with a dors6-lateral 
and lateral scrie.s of golden elongated spot.s; throat golden reticulated with 
bluish-grey; a large black area on chest, continuing in a point almost to the 
vent, and produced along the under-surfaces of the arms. 'J'he female is 
beautifully variegated, with a light salmon-pink on dark brown, with scries of 
dorso-lateral and lateral spots, or broken stripes as in the male, but continuing 
in bright longitudinal bands down the tail; throat marbled with grey, the rest 
of the lower surfaces immaculate cream colour. |The species is very abundant 
on Pearson Island, but has been seen on no other i.slands,— V\ \V. l.| 

SCINCIDAE. 

5. Egernia zvhiiii, I^cep., Ann. Mus. Paris, iv., 1804, p, 192; Boulcnger, 
op. r., vol, iii., p. 135; Zietz, op. r.. p. 203. 

Three specimens from (ireenly Island and one from h'ranklin Island. 

All are handsomely marked, and those from Greenly Island had evidently 
the under-.surfaces brick-red in life, with blue throats marbled with black. The 
head-shields arc extremely variable, particularly the frontal, which may be in 
contact with the frontonasal, or widely separated from it by the internasals, 

^'he Briti.sh Museum has a specimen from Kangaroo Island, the nearest 
l<Kality to those recorded above. The species has a very wide distribution. 

6. Lygosofua (I.iolepisfua) cutrccasfcauxii. Dum. and Hibr., Krp. (jcn., v., 
1839, p. 717; Boulcnger, op. r.. p. 276; Zoitz, op. r., p. 203. 

One .specimen from Pearson Island. 

This charming skink was until recently only known from 'l asmania. 1'he 
British Museum has received no specimens since 1887. when the C.‘atali>gue was 
published. 

The new specimen is particularly well marked, being olive, witli a black 
vertebral .streak flanked on each side by a series of round black .spots. It has 
also a light-spotted dark dorso-lateral band edged by a light and a dark lateral 
.streak. The tail is annulated with small olive and black ocelli; the lips and 
lower parts are turquoisc-bluc. I'he dorsal scales arc tricarinate. 

7. Lygosoma (Homolepida) wood-joneaii, n. $p. 

Material. —An adult female and two half-grown specimen.s. 

Locality, —St. Francis Island. 

Diagnosis. —Allied to the Western Australian L. gastrostigma, Rlgr.,^^> from 
which it differs chiefly in having smaller eye and ear openings, a shorter inter¬ 
parietal shield, more widely expanded median subcaudals, 28 instead of 26 rows 
of scales, and in colouration. 

Description. —Body very elongate; the distance between snout-tip and fore 
limb goes twice and two-thirds in the distance between axilla and groin in the 
adult, just over twice in the half-grown specimens. Tail about as long as head 
and body. 

Snout moderate; obtusely pointed. Eye small, about as deep as the sixth 
upper labial; lower eyelid scaly. Nostril pierced in a single nasal which forms 
a suture with its fellow; a vertical groove behind the nostril, as in L. 
branchiate and L. gastrostigma. Ear opening very small, with one lobe 
anteriorly. Frontonasal broader than long, forming a suture with the frontal; 
praefrontals separated from each other, sometimes widely; frontal two-thirds 
broad as long, longer than its distance from the snout-tip, in contact with first 
and second supraoculars; frontoparietals two-thirds as long as interparietal, 
which separates the parietals. Ix)reals small, square; 2 praeoculars, 3 supra¬ 
oculars; 6 supcrciliaries; 2 series of suboculars (the inner of minute scales), 

(**) Boulcnger, Proc. Zool. Soc., i898, p. 222, pi, Ivii. 
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the outer interrupted by the sixth upper labial, 8 upper and 6 lower labials, 
3 pairs of nuchals, 28 smooth scales round the middle of the body, the two 
median rows largest. No enlarged praeanals. Median stibcaudal plates strongly 
dilated transversely, being more than half the width of under-surface of tail, 
and twice the width of bordering scale-rows. 

Limbs short; the length of the hind limbs equals the distance between the 
fore limb and anterior corner of eye or more (to second labial); third and 
fourth toes equal, or third a little longer, 12 or 13 lamellae beneath the fourt^^ 
toe, 10 or 11 beneath the third finger. 

lipper-surfaces dark greyish-brown, uniform, each scale narrowdy edged 
wdth black. Lighter beneath, each scale also dark edged. IVaces of ru.st-colour 
about the anal region of the adult female. 

8. Lyujosoma (Hemiergis) peronii Fitz., Neuc Classif. Kept., 1826, p. 53; 
Koulenger, op, r., vol. iii., j). 326; Zietz, op, r., p. 215. 

Specimens from Streaky Hay (mainland). South Neptune Island, Black 
Rock, St. Francis Island. Pearson Island, Price Island, and Flinders Island. 

Tw^o specimens (Streaky Hay and St. Francis Island) show the typical form 
oT colouration, in wdiich the dorsal area is uniform or speckled wdth black. The 
rest are strongly marked wdth a vertebral ]>aired series of black dots, which may 
be confluent into a single vertebral streak. So striking is this character, that 
if it were not for the exceptions mentioned I should be inclined to consi<lcr that 
these insular specimens belonged to a distinct race. 

Slight variations of form occur, one si>ecimen being unusually elongate, 
the distance from axilla to groin being three times that from fore limb to 
snout-tip, 

L. (Hcmivrgis) decrcsicnsc, lutz., Neue ( lassif. Kept., 1826. p. 53; 
Houlenger, op. c., vol. hi., p, 327; Zietz, op, c., p. 216. 

One specimen of this rare skink from Flinders l.'sland. The British Museum 
has only four specitnens, one of which is from Kangaroo Island. 

10. L, (Khodoma) frosti. Rhodowa fetradaciyla, Lucas and Frost. Proc. 
Roy, Soc. Viet. (n. sen), vol. vii., 1895, p. 268, and Rep. Horn Expd., ii., 18%, 
p. 142, pi. xii., fig. 3; frosti, Zietz, op, c,, p, 217. 

Specimens from Streaky Bay (mainland), Flinders Island, and South 
Neptune Island. 

This extremely rare and interesting skink was first discovered in Central 
Australia. The only two specimens in the British Museum are from Murray 
River, South Australia. 

The digits of the Southern .specimens compared with the plate of the type 
of L, tetradactyla. appear to be longer and more slender, particularly the third 
finger and toe. It is possible that the two may be distinct varieties or geo¬ 
graphical races. 

11. L. (Rhodoma) punciaiovittaimn, Ciunther, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (3), 
voL XX., 1867, p. 47; Boulenger, op, c„ vol. iii., p. 335; Zietz., op. c,, p. 216. 

One specimen of this extremely rare skink from Flinders Island. The British 
Museum has only the type-specimen, received in 1866; the new individual agrees 
with this in every detail. 

12. Abkpharus Unco-occUata. Dum. and Bibr,, Erp. Gim„ vol. v.. p. 817; 
Boulenger, op, c., vol. iii., p. 348; Zietz, op. c,, p. 220. 

One very young specimen from St. Francis Island. 

The dorsal ocelli are well marked. 


C^) In L, gastrostiyma the.se plates arc but one-third the width of the tail, and once and 
a half times the width of the bordering scales; moreover, they arc scale-shaped, whereas in 
L, ivood-jonesti they arc shape of the ventrals of a snake. 

W Specific name preoccupied. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYT8 ARCHIPELAGO AND . 

THE INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

Na 6.—THE DIDELPHIAN MAMMALS. 

By Frederic Wood Jones, D.Sc., F.L.S., 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Adelaiilf. 

[Read April 12. 1923.]. 

Hitherto, no member of the didactylous section of the marsupials has been 
found on any of the islands, and probably there is no hope that any of the small, 
rare, carnivorous forms may yet find i.sland sanctuary in Nuyts Archipelago or 
the Investigator Group. It is not remarkable that the smaller waterless islands 
should lack the little carnivores; but it is rather surprising that they should be 
absent from the larger land masses. In this connection it is worth noting that 
even Kangaroo Island holds out little prospect of being the home of any of the 
rare didactyla. Mr. May, the ranger of Flinders Chase, an observant man 
and a life-long trapper, only remembers to have seen on one occasion, and 
that when a small boy, an animal which appears to have been Dasyurus viver- 
rimts. I know of no record of any species of Sminthopsis or Phascogalc from 
Kangaroo Island nor from any of the islands of the Bight. 

Of the syndactylous section, certain bandicoots and wallabies have already 
been obtained and studied, and those that have so far been dealt with have 
proved to be of the greatest interest. 

The mammals hitherto described from the islands (present series of p^ipers. 
No. 2, vol. xlvi., pp. 181-193) might possibly be said, by critics favouring such a 
form of argument, to be mere waifs—creatures which had come to inhabit the 
islands when these were already completely severed from the mainland. The pos¬ 
sibilities of the disper.sal of rats are well known, and Lcporillits joncsi might by 
some be regarded as being an immigrant to the Franklin Islands. But with the 
wallabies the case is very different. There can hardly be an alternative to the 
.supposition that they are part of the original mainland fauna, and that they 
occupied their present site when it was a portion of the southern shores of the 
continent. If only for this reason then the larger didelphian forms hold out 
the possibility of being creatures of exceptional interest. Unfortunately we 
are only dealing with a remnant to-day—several species have become extinct 
within the memory of the present generation—and of these exterminated crea¬ 
tures no trace whatever seems to 1» left, not even a skin, or a skull, remains 
pre.served in any collection. 

The Franklin Island Bandicoot. 

Isoodon nauticus (Thomas, 1922). 

No examples were seen during the short daytime visit to the Franklin 
Islands in November, 1920. The presence of a bandicoot was suspected, how¬ 
ever, and during the first night (January 9, 1922) spent camped on the western 
island, it became very evident that speculations made about the fauna of an 
island visited only at noon arc liable to rude upsets when the stay is prolonged 
after nightfall. When night comes on, the Franklin Islands wake up. At 
noon, a few shallow depressions scratched at the roots of herbage may make 
one feel fairly confident of the presence of bandicoots; but at dusk, the hurrying 



and yet unhurried little forms that run from one tuft of vegetation to another 
make the whole island appear alive with small animals. Some are Leporillus 
jonesi and some are bandicoots, and it is difficult at twilight to distinguish the 
one from the other. The main difference between the two animals from the 
point of view of behaviour is that the bandicoots seem to be almost fearless, 
whilst the rats are extremely shy. On several occasions bandicoots came boldly 
to the hands of members of the party who offered tlvem such delicacies as bread 
atid jam, and throughout the night they ran freely about the camp regardless of 
its human occupants. Although they appear to live on tertns of perfect goodwill 
with the Leporillus, they are, like all bandicoots, excessively pugnacious among 
themselves; and most of those seen or caught had ragged ears, and incomplete 
tails, the results, most probably, of internecine fights. Only two examples were 
met with in which the tail tapered to its undoubted original tip. I'hey tight 
desperately when placed together in a cage; but one pul into the enclosure 
occupied b} an Isoodon obcsulus was killed by the heavier mainland animal 
before it could be rescued. 

For the most part they live in the thick tangles which the strands of 
Tetragouia implcxicoma make around low vegetation; hut on several occasions 



Fig. 1 

Left ear of a male adult specimen of Isoodon nauttcus Twice tutural size. 


they were noticed to retreat into the holes of mutton birds. I'hey also live all 
over the plateau of the island in the thick clumps of vegetation of which 
Nitraria schoeberi is the main constituent. None were trapped, but some were 
seen on the eastern island, and there can be little doubt that it is just as abundant 
there as it is upon the i,sland upon which the 1922 camp was made. Like all the 
bandicoots, it is omnivorous. No pregnant females or very young specimens 
were captured, and it is probable that the breeding season is at the same time 
of the year (June) as that of its mainland relatives. The males appeared to 
vastly outnumber the females, and in January the genital glands are in a 
quiescent phase. The Franklin Island bandicoot is small, lightly built, and 
somewhat pale. Specimens obtained in January, 1922, were sent to Mr. Old¬ 
field Thomas, and were described by him as a new species, Isoodon nauticus 
(Ann. and Map^., Nat. Hi.st., Ser. 9, vol. ix.. June, 1922, p. 677), The following 
is the description of the type specimen:—“Size markedly smaller than in the 
continental obcsulus, the skull of an adult male only about 55 mm. in length, 
as compared with 70 or more in obesulus. General colour comparatively pale; 
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imder-surface white; hands and feet with grey-brown nietapodials and white 
digits; tail brown above, whitish below. Skull far smaller than in obesulus, 
smooth, and almost without cranial ridges, the sagittal crest obsolete, and even 
the two lateral thickenings of the occipital much less developed than usual. 
Nasals much shorter and narrower than in obesulus. Bullae not far from as 
broad as in obesulus, but peculiarly shortened, rather abruptly cut off behind. 

Teeth small throughout. The three juxtaposed incisors, I--I*, together 
about 3 mm. as compared with 4 5 and upwards in obesulus. Canines short. 
Secator and molars all proportionately reduced. 

Dimensions of the type (measured on the spirit-specimen before skinning) : 
Head and body, 242 mm.; tail (damaged), 103 mm. in another rather younger 
specimen; hind foot, SO. 

Skull: Greatest length, 545; condylo-basal length, 53; zygomatic breadth, 
253; nasals, 217x52; intertemporal breadth, 116; palatal length. 31; oblique 
diameter of bulla, 103; dental length, 98; front of canine to back of M*. 205; 
diameter of secator, 2; combined length of M^®, 85. 

To this it may be added that this little bandicoot, which is an extremely 
active and rather elegant little creature, is very readily distinguishable from 



/. obesulus when living examples of the two species are seen side by side. Its 
whiter ventral surface, and its small pale manus and pes, combined with its 
general light build, make it a very different looking animal from the sturdy, 
more compact, and darker mainland form. In the skull, as Oldfield Thomas 
has noted, the bullae are most distinctive, and it has been thought well to 
illustrate this point by scale drawings of the bulla region of an adult male 
nauHcus and of a small example of obesulus. It Avill be noticed in comparing 
figs. 4 and 5 that the bullae oi nmticus are short and broad as contrasted with 
those of obesulus, and that they appear to be truncated at their posterior ends. 
One other cranial feature is worthy of note. In muticus the intertemporal 
constriction is relatively considerably less than in obesulus, the skull being dis¬ 
tinctly less hour-glass shaped. I have attempted to illustrate this point by a 
njethed, familiar enough in anthropology but not greatly employed in the study 
of mammals, of superimposing the outline of one skull upon the outline of the 
other. Fig. 6 is so constructed that the middle point in the length of the two 
skulls coincides, and from the resulting diagram it will be seen that whereas 
the skull of nauticus is in general considerably smaller, the intertemporal con¬ 
striction, at its minimum, varies but little in the two crania. Finally, the general 
roundness of the skull and lack of muscular ridges, and the absence of sagittal 
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and nuchal crests gives to the cranium of nauticus a remarkably juvenile appear¬ 
ance. No matter how old the animal may be, this immature appearance of the 
cranium is retained both by males and females. 

Bandicoots of other Islands. 

It is possible that on some of the other islands there are still bandicoots 
living, but so far only upon St. Francis Island has an actual specimen been 
obtained. This example, an adult male, was caught by a dog as it escaped from 
some burning vegetation. In all external and cranial characters it is a typical 
Isoodon nauticus. 



Left manus and pcs of Isoodon naniicus. Manus three times, 
pes twice natural siae. 


According to the residents on St. Francis Island, the bandicoot is not 
uncommon, although it does not exist in anything like the numbers that were 
met with only a tew years ago. Probably we must reckon it as a doomed 
animal, for on this inhabited island it has to contend with dogs and cats, and 
still worse, with the fires made to burn off the vegetation of the islands and 
destroy the nestine mutton birds. It would be very desirable to preserve an 
adequate series before it is too late, and an effort should be made to transport 
some of the stock to another island where they would be unmolested. 
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WALIABIES. 


The Pearson Island Wallaby. 

Petrogale pearsoni (Thomas, 1922). 

That A rock wallaby lived upon the northern portion of the northern island- 
mass of the Pearson’s group has been for years common knowledge to the men 
employed in the coastwise traffic of the Bight. From its diurnal habits, from 
its comparatively large numbers in a very limited area, and from its habit of 
frequenting the lops of the huge granite boulders which constitute the shoreline 
of the island it is a conspicuous creature, readily seen from the deck of a ship 
passing under shelter of the eastern side of the group. 

It is an exceedingly beautiful wallaby, its markings conspicuous in their 
contrasts of dark lateral body stripes, white throat and chest, and bushy tufted 
tail. On such level ground as the island affords its gait appears somewhat 



Fig. 4. 


Posterior extremity of the base of the skull 
of Isoodon tiautiriis to show the typical 
truncated bullae Twice natural size. 



Fig. 5. 

Posterior extremity of the base of the skull of 
a small specimen of Isoodon obesnlus to show 
the bullae, which are more elongated than those 
of /. nautinu. Twice tntural size. 


awkward, for it travels with the head low, and the tail arched conspicuously up 
behind. It seems that for such progression it has to cant its body forwards at 
an ungraceful angle, for the tail is not used as a fulcrum as it is in the "scrub” 
wallabies and kangaroos—^it is carried sheer of the ground in all gaits. When 
one is started across the more or less level saltbush areas it gets away at an 
awkward gait, using every bu.sh for cover as it ^oes; but seeming to go in 
general without regard to its bearings. When it wishes to see where its safest 
line of retreat lies, or where it is threatened, it stops, puts up its head, and looks 
around. But, short of stopping, it appears unable to raise its head from its 
rather ungraceful stoop to take in any wide view. Though it may seem an 
ungraceful animal on open bush country, it is a very different creature when 
seen ui»n the huge, fantastic, granite boulders which constitute the main portion 
of its island home. Here its movements are astonishing; there seems to be 
no leap it will not take; no chink between boulders into which it will not hurl 
itself. There is no part of the northern portion of the islands that it does not 
inhabit—it is at home on the naked granite boulders of the shore upon whidi 
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the surf crashes, and on the lichen-covered boulders of the summit, nearly 
800 feet above, where moss, ferns, and casuarinas of large growth constitute 
a very distinct environment. 

It docs not exist upon the southern portions of the main northern island, 
and almost certainly it is absent from the southern detached portions of the 
group. Its area even on the Pearson group is therefore a peculiarly restricted 
one, and it is rather remarkable why it should be confined to only one of the 
three partially connected masses which constitute the complex northern main 
island. 

The wallaby has no obvious natural enemy; the sea eagles, crows, and sea 
lions may possiWy take occasional toll of young or sick, but from its habit of 
sitting exposed on a rock at any time of the day it would appear that there was 
hut little threat to its safety in the normal condition of its environment. In 
November some females were seen with large young still in the pouch; in 
January and February the young are all running with the parents. 

Certain |K)ints of anatomical interest may be mentioned. In those lizards, 
such as Amphibolurus, which lie basking in the most direct rays of the sun. 
the viscera are shielded by membranes in w’hich a black pigment is developed. 
In particular the male genital gland is usually black above and yellowish-white 
beneath, the surface upj>erinost in the basking position of the animal being pro¬ 
tected by pigment. In Pctrogalc pcarsoni the male genital gland is completely 
enveloped in a pigmented membrane, the tunica vaginalis being almost entirely 
black. Like the lizards, the wallaby will sit in the hottest noon-tide sunshine, 
and it appears to experience no discomfort when seated upon a granite boulder 
so hot that a man could not stand, let alone sit, upon it for any considerable 
time. The curiously padded feet, with the shortened claws, and lateral fringe 
of hairs, are very perfect adaptations to the environment of granite boulders; 
a human being needs rubber .soles in order to get about on Pearson Islands, 
but no rubber sole can rival the rock wallaby^s specialized foot (see tig. 7). 

It has been noted aliove that the rock wallaby does not use its tail in the 
fashion of a typical “scrub” wallaby, and in accordance with this physiological 
fact is the anatomical condition of the absence of any tail-pad. by which is 
meant the thickening of the subcutaneous tis.sues, which marks the contact 
point of the kangaroo's tail with the ground. 'I'he tail of Pctrogalc pcarsoni 
may be pulled out of the skin in tlie bume way a.s that of a rat—the skin will 
slip off the underlying tissue^ because there is no tail-pad. But the tail of a 
kangaroo or “scrub” wallaby cannot be treated in this fashion, for the tail-j)ad 
forms a bond between skin, subcutaneous tissue, mu.scle, and tendon. 

Although the existence of this wallaby has been long known, it is a remark¬ 
able thing that no specimens seem to have ever been examined and compared 
with other, continental, rock wallabies. Since no satisfactory series was available 
for an adequate study of its nearest allies, a skin and skull were sent to Mr. 
Oldfield Thomas, and by him the animal was diagnosed as a new species and 
described under the name of Pctrogalc pcarsoni (Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist,. 
Ser. 9, vol, ix., p. 681, 1922). It is most nearly related to P, lateralis, the 
Western Australian rock wallaby of the Swan River district, and to P. hacketit, 
of Mondrain Island. It is therefore a very far eastern outlier of its group. 
The description of the type specimen is as follows:—“Size comparatively small, 
about as in lateralis, decidedly smaller than in hacketti. General colour, on the 
whole, very much as in Idtcralis, paler than in hacketti. Dark lateral lines of 
the underside, however, more blackish, those of lateralis being dark brown. 
White patches at the base of the ears larger and more prominent. Tail with 
its upper- and undersurfaces, from about 3 inches from the base, contrasted 
black, the sides dull buffy-whitish; above, the black soon fades off into 
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Ihe brownish terminal tuft, but below it continues to within 2 of the 

tip. This tail colouration is, on the whole, more as in ^ 

but in both there is considerable variation. The usual narrow black dorsal lin 
is continued rather more definitely on to the runip than m one of our specimens 
of lateralis, but the difference may be due to this part being m fresh pelage, a 
so showing the line more distinctly. 



Fig. 6. 

The outline of a skull of an adult male Isoodon 
uauticus (thick lines), superimposed on an out« 
line of /. obestitus (thin fines). One and three- 
quarter times natural size. 


“Skull in size and general shape quite as in lateralis, smaller, and with less 
hea/y supraorbital ridges than in hacketti. Palatal foramina comparatively 
long, about as long as in hacketti. In the bullae there is a difference between 
lateralis and hacketti which had not been previously noticed. In the former 
they are fairly well swollen, anteriorly as well as posteriorly, so as to produce 
a transverse convexity (hardly to be called a ridge), in front of which tne bone 
descends nearly vertically towards the level of the glenoid surfaces. In 
hacketti, however, the whole bulla is larger, but lower and more spread out. 
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its front part evenly and gradually descending towards the glenoid level without 
marked transverse convexity. In pearsoni the bullae are most like those of 
hackeiti, although pcrliaps a little more swollen. In making this comparison 
six skulls of hacketti and ten of lateralis have been available, so that the difference 
is evidently fairly constant. 



Petrogale pearsoni. 

Left manus and pes. Natural size. 


^'Incisors a little larger than in lateralis, the whole row 10 mm. in length, 
about as in hacketti, as compared with about 9 mm, in lateralis, Secator also 
slightly larger than in lateralis, much smaller than in hacketti. 
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“Dimensions of the type (measured on the re-made skin):—Head and 
body, 500 mm.; tail (imperfect); hind foot, 136; ear, 43. Skull: greatest 
length, 94; condylo-basal length, 90; zygomatic brekdth, 48; nasals, 39x14; 
palatal foramina, 7-7. Length of I*, 4-5; of P^, 6‘9, Combined length of M’'* 
(unworn). 19.” 

The following table gives the measurements of eleven typical skulls:— 


ABC DEr GHIJK 


(Greatest length 

88 

88 

91 

103 

91 

94 

100 

97 

99 

98 

98 

Condylo-basal length 

85 

81 

85 

95 

85 

89 

94 

89 

91 

92 

93 

Zygomatic breadth 

47 

46 

46 

52 

47 

47 

SI 

47 

51 

— 

— 

Nasals, length 

36 

35.5 

37 

44 

36 

38 

45 

39 

42 

42 

— 

Nasals, breadth 

13 

12 

13 

15 

13 

13 

14 

13 

14 

15 

— 

Palatal foramen 

7 

7 

7 

8 

7 

8 

7 

8 

8 

8 

7 

Length of 

4.5 

— 

4-5 

4.5 

5 

4.5 

4 

4 

45 

— 

— 

Ixjiigth of P-* 

5 

5 

6 

6-5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

6 

65 

6 

l^Tigth, .. .. 

17 

17 

17 

19 

17 

16 

18 

18 

17 

16 

17 


The length of the tail in an average specimen is 5Q0 mm. In the skull 
there is very commonly developed (4 times in 12 specimens) an os bre^aticum 
—the so-called os epilepticum of human anatomy—^and even when it is absent 
a sutural irregularity at the bregma is usually present. In a series of skulls of 
Petrogale xanthoptis from Bimbowrie the same remarkable little bone occurs 
with about the same frequency, but, so far, I have not noticed it in any of the 
wallabies of the Genus Macropus. 

The skull is remarkable for its very light ossification, the bones of the 
cranial vault being extremely thin, and compared with the skulls of such walla¬ 
bies as Thyogale (Macropus) eugenii it can only be described as fragile. The 
teeth arc commonly in very bad condition, and in several specimens are enveloped 
in masses of tartar; alveolar abscess also occurs in connection with the roots 
of the teeth in two skulls obtained. Like the insular bandicoots and rats, the 
wallabies are usually extremely fat. The fur swarms with a Mallophaga, 
which readily parts company with a dead wallaby in favour of a living human 
host; and the intestines of all specimens obtained contained a very heavy 
infection of nematode worms. 

Wallabies ok other Islands. 

.St. Francis Island. —Flinders notes that here “a small species of kanguroo 
was also found.” This animal has been completely exterminated. It seems to 
have been common enough when the present occupiers settled on the island, 
but for very many years it has been no more than an apparently not very well 
preserved memory. There is, unfortunately, no hope that a remnant of the 
race still exists upon the island. 

So far as I know no specimen exists in any collection, and its identity must 
remain undetermined. Its complete extermination by purposive human effort, 
without the preservation of even a single skull, is a matter greatly to be 
deplored. 

St. Peter Island, —Flinders records that "at 2 o'clock Mr. Brown and 
his party returned from the eastern island bringing four kanguroos of a different 
species to any yet seen. Their size was not superior to that of a hare, a'nd thqr 
were miserablv thin, and infected with insects.” 

This wallaby we must also write down as one that has become extinct 
without leaving a trace behind, and i’he pity is the greater since quite unusual 
centres round this animal. When Flinders notes that it belonged to 
a different species from any they had seen before, it must be remembered that 
he already seen the wallabies of St. Francis Island and of Uie islands fur^r 
to the west. 
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Again, the fact that St. Peter’s was the island which by the French navi¬ 
gators was named L’ile Eugene is important in connection with the nomeclature 
of certain insular and continental wallabies. A specimen, presumed to be of 
the St. Peter Island wallaby, was said to have been taken by Peron and Lesueur 
to Paris,where, first regarded as a young example of Macropus ruficollis, it 



Fig. 8, 

Pciragale pcarsoni 

Dorsal aspect of skull of an adult male. One and a half tim^s natural size. 

A small os bregmaticum is present. 

Cl) Desmarest's original description is not available in Adelaide, but Waterhouse gives a 
translation (Mammalia, p. 4p, 1846). This description seems hardly to apply to the animal 
deioHbed by Flinders and Pteron. Waterhouse also adds this note: —“That spedmen, he 
(Desmarest) says, to his knowledge, once was labelled as being from St. Peter Island, 
and subsequently the label was changed for one giving Eugene Imnd as the habitat; both 
islands, however, arc in Nuyts Archipelago.’* The dual nomenclature of the islands has here led 
Waterhouse astrinr. later on he says of M. cugenii that it *‘is said to be from Eugene 
Island, on the West Coast" 







92 


was subsequently described by M. Dcsmarest as Kangurus (Macropus) eugenii. 
The actual type specimen no longer exists in the Paris Museum, and the descrip¬ 
tion of it docs not well accord with the accounts of the navigators. The 
question may therefore be very legitimately asked if the St. Peter or Eugene 
Island wallaby appears, from the descriptions of the early navigators themselves, 
to have been the animal which is now known as Thyogale (Macropus) eugenii. 
Peron and I.csueur give us the following account:—^“Le kanguroo existc en 
grand nonibre sur L’ile Eugene, ou Ton peut en faire un chasse productive; 
nous ne I’avons point vu sur le continent. Ce quadrupede parvient au poids 
de huit a dix livres (quatre a cinq kilogrammes): sa foururre esl epaisse .son 
poil tres fm et d’une belle couleur rousse tirant sur le brun.” In the first place, 
a weight of eight to ten pounds i.s quite inadequate for the wallaby now known 
as eugenii, for that animal weighs three times as much. Again, the .statement 
of Flinders that its size was “not superior to that of a hare” makes it appear 
almost certain that the so-called Dama wallaby was not the animal which Flinders 
saw. The description of the pelage as given by the French naturalists could 
not, even allowing for the inexactness of colour terms, be taken as t)q)ical of 
the present eugenii. We can only conclude that the animal which Flinders saw, 
and of which Peron and Lesueur gave their account, is now entirely extinct 
upon the island on which it originally lived, and that it almost certainly was 
not the animal which is now known as Thyogale eugenii. What it was can 
only be guessed at, and that is a business of but little utility in science; we 
might hazard that it was a member of the Genus Lagorchestes, or, maybe, 
Bettongia; it may have been the same “kangaroo rat” as was only recently 
exterminated on St. Francis Island; but beyond that we cannot go. 

When it was exterminated on St. Peter Island, I do not know. St. Peter 
Island is a considerable land mass, and has long been inhabited. It is high 
time it was thoroughly examined, and its remaining Dora and fauna studied. 

In connection with this animal there is another point worthy of note. 
It is usual in South Australia to allude to the West G}ast of Eyre Peninsula as 
“the West Coast.” This custom has led to considerable confusion, for the term 
“Islands of the West Coast,” though well understood locally, has more than 
once caused the habitat to be given as islands on the West Coast of (Western) 
Australia. 

Flinders Island. —Of the wallaby of this island Flinders says, “A small 
species of kanguroo, not bigger than a cat, was rather numerous. 1 shot five 
of them, and some others were killed by the botanists and their attendants, and 
found to be in tolerably good condition.” 

It is a pleasure to be able to rejport that the Flinders Island wallaby is not 
extinct. When I visited the island in November, 1920, I searched as much of 
the scrub-covered portion of this large island as was possible in the time, and 
I saw no trace of the wallabies. Mr. May, who has long been resident on the 
island, was convinced that they had been extinct for the last ten years. When 
they were abundant their range on the island had been somewhat restricted, and 
in 1910 a destructive bush fire swept over their portion of the island. Since 
1910 no trace of the animals had been seen. 1 visited the island again in 
1922, and very soon after landing came upon wallaby tracks; evidently quite a 
flourishing little colony inhabited their old area. No living animal was seen, and 
a dog pressed into the service failed to start any. At this end of the island 
the bush is dense and affords them excellent cover; nevertheless, Mr. May 
informed me that of late he had seen them on several occasions. 

What species it may be cannot be definitely stated. Before 1910, when 
wallabies were abundant on Flinders Island, Mf. May is very definite that two 
species were present—^the one, a grey-brown animal, was very common; and the 
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other, a yellow, slender, and smaller kind, was much more rare. I have had 
this account of a yellow wallaby on Flinders Island corroborated from a quite 
independent source. 

In the Adelaide Museum are three wallaby skulls from the island, received 
in 1892. These skulls have the name **Macropus eugenir pencilled on them, 
and are so registered. In their general features they offer no striking differences 
from the Kangaroo Island wallaby; but one skull l)ears a tied-on label stating 
that it belonged to a “light and uniform coloured wallaby,“ which is scarcely 
the description of the pelage of a normal eugcuii. For the present we must be 
content to know that the animal, be there one species or two, is living 



Fir. 9. 

Pctroyalc pcarsoni 

lateral view of the skull of an adult male. One and a half times natural bize 


For the future, it is surely a duty incumbent on our scientific institutions 
to rescue some of the remaining stock and place it in the sanctuary of Flinders 
C'hase. 


The following are the measurements of the three skulls in the Adelaide 
Museum:— 


Greatest length .. 


? 

No 1749. 

90 

Male. 

No. 1750. 

91 

p 

No. 1751 
97 

Condylo-basal length 

• * • « 

S4 

85 

92 

Zygomatic breadth 


M} 

49 

49 

Palatal foramen .. 


3 

3 

4 

Length of I* 


5 

4 

45 

Length of ML3 


15 

16 

17 


Price Island. —When on the top of Price Island in 1920, I noted what 
I felt certain were the runs of wallabies, though 1 saw no definite foot prints. 
The hush vegetation of the island plateau is very dense in certain places, and 
affords plenty of cover. It is possible that what I saw were the runs of the 
descendants of a pair of Kangaroo Island wallabies landed some years ago upon 
the island; but owing to the difficulty of landing these animals in the heavy 
sea that was running at the lime, it is open to doubt if both members of the 
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pair gained the top of the island in safety. A more prolonged stay wpon the 
island would probably be well rewarded. 

Greenly Island. —This beautiful granite island is very like the islands of 
the Pearson group as far as its geological formation and its vegetation are con¬ 
cerned. During my visit in 1920 I noted dejecta which 1 thinic were undoubtedly 
those of a wallaby, and other members of the party made the same observation 
independently. Yet no animal was seen, and this is rather surprising, since it 
would almost certainly be a rock wallaby, and these creatures are likely to be 
met with during a day-time visit to the island. Further examination of this 
grand granite pile (upon which the landing is at time.s by no means easy) should 
be undertaken later. 

Other Marsupials. 

One animal, the quite recent extermination of which we must greatly regret, 
is the small unknown creature which used to live in great numbers on St. 
Francis Island. 

These little animals were always spoken of by the late Mr. Lloyd, of St. 
Francis Island, as ‘'tungas/^^^ a name by which hesaid a somewhat similar animal 
was known in his young days on the Nullarbor Plains. He described them as 
very small wallabies, creatures which used to hop into the homestead and eai 
scraps thrown to them from the table. 

According to Mr. Arnold, sen., they were properly known as ‘'talkies.*’ 
a word which appears to be an obvious corruption of “thulka,'* a native name 
used widely in the northern parts of South Australia as a designation for 
Thalacomys lagotis, Mr.* Arnold also speaks of them as ‘'kangaroo rats,** 
but does not think that they ever lived on the mainland. 

No description precise enough to be of real use can now be obtained, and 
it serves little useful purpose to speculate upon its identity. 

Cats were liberated in order to destroy it, and they have done their work 
with thoroughness. 


employed in certain parts of Soudi Australia to designate the Bttt&Hoias 
If the eicterminated animal was a member of this genus it was probably peniciUata. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 7.—THE FISHES. 

By Edgar R. Waite, F.L.S., C.M.Z.S. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum.) 

{Read April 12. 1923.j 
I’LATE III. 

The majority of the fishes here recorded were obtained with hand lines 
from either the “Simplon” (1914) or the "Wokata” (1923) or from the rocks 
during our sojourn on Pearson Island. No rock pools were exposed at low 
tide, and it may be said that none exist, the granite everywhere descending 
precipitously or by a gradual slope into the sea. To the west and close behind 
our camp two large conjoined po<jls were found; they are situated far above 
high tide line, but receive considerable volumes of water as a result of the waves 
breaking against the rocks. It was on a rock about 10 feet above the level of these 
pnols that I found the encrusting coral exhibited. I'o work this pool for fishes 
.seemed to be a forlorn hope; a narrow crevice connecting the two pools harboured 
a strong growth of seaweed, and an investigation of this weed yielded the 
Cristicefis and OphicHntts listed, together with several Nudibranchs and 
Crustaceans. The following is a list of the fishes obtained:— 

SiuiyRAENiDAE: Spliyraetta novae-hoUandiae, Gunther. 

CllElLODArTVLiDAE : ThrcptcHus maculosa, Richardson 

Labriuae: Psrudolabrus tetricus, Richardson; Pictilabrus laticlai'iiis, 
Richardson; Achoerodus gouldii, Richardson. 

Blennituae; OphicUnus gracilis, Waite; Clhnts pcrspicillatus, Cuvier and 
Valenciennes. 

Monacantiiidae : Caniherines hippocrepis, Quoy and Gaimard. 

Diodontidae : AUomycterus jaculiferus, Cuvier. 

Threpterius MACuix>.st;s. Richardson. 

PL iii. 

D. xiv., 18; A, iii., 8; V. i., 5; P. 7+8; C, 13+4; L, 1.. 54; 

L, t., 11+21. 

Length of head, 2-9; height of body. 2-7; length of caudal. 4-37 in the 
length, caudal excluded. Diameter of eye, 3 75; length of snout, 5-5; inter¬ 
orbital space, 6-6 in the head. 

Head very low at the eyes, rising abruptly to the dorsal fin; interorbital 
space flat, narrowest in front; upper profile angular, posterior nostrils situated 
on each side of a protuberance above the front mar^n of the eye; anterior nostril, 
lower, in front of the eye, within a low rim which has a skinny flap behind. 
Eye very large, touching the upper profile, its depth equal to that of the area 
below it, mouth oblique; the upper jaw formed wholly of the premaxilla; 
maxilla expanded behind, extending to beyond the middle of the eye. Strong 
canine teeth in both jaws, in a single series; similar but smaller teeth on the 


U) Waite, Trans. Roy, Soc. S. Austr., xxocix., 1915, p. 455. 
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vomer, forming a V-shaped row; palatines and tongue edentulous. Preopercle 
much bowed, margin of opercle sinuous. 

Body elevated behind the head; its deepest point at the insertion of the 
seventh dorsal spine, whence it curves regularly to the last dorsal ray, thence 
straight to the tail; the curve of the under profile is low. 

Fins .—The first dorsal spine arises over the margin of the preopercle, its 
length is less than the diameter of the eye, the sixth spine is the longest, a little 
less than twice the diameter of the eye. The membrane forms a fine free pennant 
behind each spine. The length of the base of the spinous is less than that of the soft 
dorsal; the longest soft ray is half the length of the head. The Anal commences 
below the origin of the soft dorsal and has a short base; its second, or longest ray, 
is one-fourth longer than the longest ray of the dorsal. The Pectoral extends as 
far as the vent, the two upper and eight lower rays are simple, the distal portion 
t)f the latter being free. The Ventral arises below the seventh dorsal ray; its 
length is nearly three-fourths that of the Pectoral. The Caudal is slightly 
rounded, and the depth of its peduncle is 34 in the height of the body. 

Scales .—Scales cycloid on the body and opercle, head otherwise naked, but 
with fine striae and vermiculations. Lateral line almost straight. 

Colours. —Greenish-brown, with irregular dark blotches on the head; 
blotches on the body above, and spots below the lateral line; an oblique black 
bar below the eye and a silvery spot on a black ground on the opercular lobe, 
soft dorsal and anal with hyaline spaces and black spots. Pectoral, Ventral, 
and Caudal with faint darker bars. 

Length of specimen described, 215 mm.; another seen was 255 mm. 


Two examples were caught on hand lines from the rocks, close to the camp. 
Richardson remarks that “it frequents rocky places." Ilis w description and 
figure were made from a dried specimen which appears to have lost its char¬ 
acteristic shape. The figure is too elongate, and does not sufficiently show the 
contour, which proves to be very similar to Goniistius. The maxilla is in¬ 
correctly illustrated as entering the gape, and the dorsal spines appear to be too 
low and too uniform in height; the pectoral is shown as extendng only half-way 
to the anal instead of almost thereto. Other discrepancies will be apparent on 
comparison with the figure here supplied. The type of the species was taken in 
King George Sound, Western Australia. 


«) Richardson, Proc. 2ool. Soc., 1850. p. 70, Fishes, pi. ii,. figs. 2^ 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 8.-~THE ECOLOGY OF PEARSON ISLANDS. 

liy T. G. iL OsHORX, ]).Sc., Professor of Botany in the University of \(le]ai<le, 
Avith an Appendix on the .Soils, 

By J. G. Wood, Demonstrator in Hoiaiiy. 

[Read April 12. 1923.] 

Platks IV. TO IX. 

Tht following account of the ecology of Pearson Islands is based on observa' 
tions made during a stay on North IVarsoa from January 5 to 12 of this y<'ar. 
I desire to express niy thanks to Prof. F. Wood Jones, leader of the party, for 
assistance in various ways, and to Mr. 'I'. 1). Campbell, for permission to make 
use of his sketch map of the islands in constructing text tig. 1. 

The party is indebted to Sir (U J. R. Murray, K.C .M.G., for a generous 
donation towards the cost of the expedition. 

Pearson Islands lie in lat. 33'' 58' S., long. 13' K.. at a distance of about 
40 miles from the nearest mainland, the west coast of Kyre Peninsula. South 
Australia. They are, however, only 18 miles south-west from Flinders Island, 
a comparatively large island, the area of which is ^1,000 acres. 1'hey are the 
south-western islands of the Investigator group, and were named by Matthew 
Flinders in 1802, but were not visited by him. KolxMt Brown, who was naturalist 
on board “Investigator,*’ did not, therefoie, laml nj)on them, and, as the 

islands are nninhabited, with a rather uncertain landing, it is improbable that 
they have been visited by a botanist before. 

According to the .Australia Director) the iVarson group consists of lour 
islands and a rock partly alK)ve water. This ])apcr refers only to the North 
Island of the Directory, which is tlie largest and most important. No landing 
could be made on any of the other islands. Two of them are too prccipitmi'^ for 
any landing, though one might be effected upon the third. A careful examinatiou 
of the vegetation upon them by means of field glasses indicates llial the flora 
is of the same typo as on the more exposed parts of Nortli Island, d'hese out¬ 
lying islands will not be referred to again in this account. 

PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES. 

'Hie North Island of the .Australia Directory consists of two, or, for descrip¬ 
tive purposes, preferably three land masses lying close together (text fig. 1 ). The 
southern land ma.ss is connected with the middle one by an isthmus of bare granite 
boulders, which is above high-tide mark, but would in storms be entirely spray 
drenched. The northern land mass, which is the large.st, being about miles 
long by miles broad, is separated from the middle one by a strait about 1(X) 
yards acros.s, and can only be reached by w^ading at low tide in calm weather. 
In the following account the North Island of the Australia Directory will be 
s^ken of as if it w^ere three .separate islands, called respectively Northern, 
Middle, and Southern. The group consi.sts of exceedingly bold, rugged, granite 
islands rising in one place on Northern Island 781 feet above sea level, fhe 

(*) Aitstralia Directory, 10th Edition, p. 169, 1907. 

'2) The altitudes arc taken from the Hydrographic Survey, Australia Director), /<»», cif. 
n 
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erairite comes as sheer cliff, jumbled boulder, or sloping pavemeut to the ^ on 
III Ses except for a small sandy beach, the landing place, on the east side of 
Middle Island. The south and west faces of the islands are most rumed, and in 
“aces precipitous cliffs rise 200 feet or more. The ocean swell of the Crreat 
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Australian Hight. driven by moderate winds, dashes with great force against 
these walls, sending spray high in the air. In rough weather and in winter the 
seas must be very heavy, and the spray be carried by the gales for some distance 
inland. This is seen by the occurrence of such halophytes as Arthrocnemum 
and Siieda 200 to feet above sea level. 
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Northern Island is divided into two unequal portions by a watercourse 
running roughly south-west to north-east, hereafter called Main Creek. I'o the 
north of this are three bold granite summits. The highest lies above the head of 
the creek, rising 781 feet, and called 781 Hill. This is connected with the two 
other p^ks, each about 600 feet high, by necks of high land, 'Fhc eastern. East 
Hill, rises above the mouth of Main Creek, with only a narrow col, that in 
places is a bare granite ridge 3 or 4 yards across, connecting it with 781 Hill. 
Between North and East Hills is a beautiful sheltered bay, the shore of which 
is l>are granite. North Hill and its neck rise precipitously from the shore of 
this bay, but the slopes of East Hill and the col to 781 Hill rise more 
gradually with an interesting talus slope that is traversed by a torrent bed (North 
Creek) draining from 781 Hill. Between 781 and East Ilills is another water¬ 
course draining the south side. This creek has a less precipitous bed; it is a 
tributary of Main Creek. 

(iranitc tors and boulders occur on most of the hilltops and ex])osc(l slopes 
of these islands (pi. iv.. fig. 2), but 781 and North Hills are remarkable for the 
large slopes of bare granite that occur even upon their sheltered faces (pi. iv., 
fig. 2, and pi. vi., fig. 2). These bare rocks are even expanses, in some cases 
over an acre in extent. Some are precipitous, but many slope at only a low angle 
and then end abruptly with a cliff 6 to 10 feet high. They arc generally without 
any vegetation except for algae that mark the watercourses across them. The 
dark olive-green or black of these lines is in striking contrast to the grey-brown 
of the granite rock. Such slopes serve as huge catchment areas from which 
there is an immediate run off. The ground at their lower edge, however, has a 
low water-holding capacity, and the drainage water falling on it sei’ves ratlier 
to leach soluble salts out of it than to increase its fertility. 'I'he soil immediately 
l>elow* these slopes, then, i.s often coarser and more barren than is that fuyther 
away. 

The southern portion of the Northern Island has no striking physiographic 
features. Its western end has bold granite tors; towards the eastern end it 
slopes gradually to the .sea. Much of the area is a travertine limestone plateau. 

Middle Island (pi. viii., fig. 2) has a much smaller area, consisting of a 
low summit, estimated at somewhat over 200 feel high on the west sicle, and 
falling precipitously to the sea. The fall is more gradual on the east side with 
talus slopes lliat spread as a fan upon a small travertine plateati. This latter 
occupies about a quarter of the area of the island. At the south side of this 
island is the small .sandy beach that forms the only landing place on the group. 
The sand is limited to a patch about 50 yards square, though some—blown 
from the l)each—lodges in the cracks of the granite slopes lying immediately 
behind. 

Southern Island has two peak.s, one a mere colleclion of bare tors; the other, 
South Hill, near its south-east point, is 378 feet high. The two peaks are con¬ 
nected by a ridge, the exposed southern face of which is a sheer precipice nearly 
200 feet high. I'hc coast, immediately below South Hill, is a sloping pavement 
of granite swept bare by waves for over KX) feet. Southern Island also has its 
travertine plateau, occupying almost a third of its area, 

Travertine Ijmestonr. 

The travertine plateaux arc a striking feature of the three islands. From 
the sea they are at once recognizable by their more level appearance and the 
different eolbur of the vcjjetation they support. The travertine limestone lies 
neat’ the surface of the soil, but is usually exposed only at the cliff faces. The 
Overiying so9 and underlying rock are obviously of granitic origin, more or less 
eetnented in the underlying portion by limestone. Shells of a land-dwelling 
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gasleropod occur in a subfossil state in the consolidated rubble below the lime- 
stone bed. Professor W. Howchin has kindly determined these shells as 
ftothriembrynn mastersi, Cox. Professor F. Wood Jones informs me that similar 
shells in a living state occur on the surface of the islands to-day. As travertine 
is a vftry recent or modern geological formation, the occurrence of a living species 
in a subfossil state is not surprising. The travertine lime.stone that is now 
present overlying the granite is probably only the remains of what was once a 
thick deposit of calcareous sand. This has now been eroded, leaving the lime¬ 
stone as an indication of its former presence. 

The islands of the West Coast are the remains of the old coast of South 
Au.stralia that, during the Pleistocene period, was south and west of its present 
line. The islands and neighbouring portions of the mainland consist of indurated 
sands resting upon a platform of older rocks. This i)latform is generally a few 
feet above or below sea level. It represents, according to Howchin/^^ who has 
examined the structure of the islands and mainland eastward of Cape Catastrophe, 
a base level of erosion, probably marine. At some post-Miocene time this plat¬ 
form became covered by calcareous sands left by the sea in its line of retreat. 
Huge dunes must have been formed, for some of the islands, e.g,, Thistle I.sland, 
shuw a thickness of sand over 700 feet. Still more recently the sea returned 
and is now wasting away the soft wind-constructed sand left in the line of its 
former retreat. 

Tliere is no reason to doubt that the area which is now Pearson Islands 
received a deposit of calcareous sand, but it is open to (jucstion whether this 
deposit was continuous over its highest parts. No travertine was found on the 
hillsides al)ove 200 feet. 1'he opinion is expressed that even at tlic period of 
maximum sand covering, the present hilltops (at least, of Pearson Islands), pro¬ 
jected as granite outcrops. Such granite outcrops arc common on the mainland 
in Central Eyre Peninsula to-day, and they bear a flora which is different in 
constitution from that of the porous sandy soil around them. Certain of the 
plants found on Pearson Island are of this “granite-outcrop*' type of flora rather 
than sand dune. The occurrence of a rock wallaby (Petrogah peorsoni) that 
unknown on the mainland, also indicate.s that a rocky outcrop has been a 
feature of the Pearson area for a great length of time. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES. 

I. Climatic. 

Rainfall and temperature data were ^ven in a previous paper on the Franklin 
Islands for the two nearest meteorological stations on the mainland. These lie 
to the north of the Pearson group, so that they represent a more extreme type of 
climate than that existing there, especially as the Pearsons are islands lying well 
out in the open sCa. The general climatic conditions, shown in the table for 
Franklin Island, of winter rainfall and a dry summer, with probably one or two 
completely rainless months, will therefore hold for Pearson Islands. The tem¬ 
peratures are likely to show a smaller range, days of over lOO'* F. or more in 
the shade are unlikely, as are frosts. No more positive data than those cited can 
be given, but observations made during a week's stay on the islands suggest 
.some additional feature.s of the climate. 

The prevalent winds are south-west, and are often of great strength. 
Shearing action by the winds is well shown by shrubs expo.sed to their violence. 
The most striking examples occurred at the head of Main Creek. There the 
trees of Melaleuca hatmaturorum have a prostrate habit (pi. iv., fig 2). One old 
tree measuring 24 feet in length and 8 inches in diameter at the base is growing 

(*) Howchin, W,, Proc. Roy. Geogr. Soc. S. Austr., x., pp. 204*21^, 1908, 

Osborn, T. ( B., he, ciV., p. 197, 
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(]uite flat upon the ground, and the foliage, which is confined to the terminal 
branches, is spread as a bushy caq:)et. 

'rhe presence of three j)eaks—600 feet high or over—upon North 
Island causes raincloud or mist to hang about the higher levels to a considerable 
degree. I'hus, on the morning of our landing there was light rain about 6 a.m., 
and the peaks were blotted out by clouds. These gradually lifted as the .sun rose, 
but they hung about the top 200 feet or so of 781 Hill until nearly 11 a.m. In 
winter this cloud effect must be con.siderable. The ground flora at and just 
below the summit of 781 Hill iticludcs several mosses, and the fern Chciiauthcs^ 
tenuifoUa suggesting a greater humidity than lower down the slopes or even along 
the water courses. 

The insolation factor upon the islands must be very severe, and aspect differ¬ 
ences between north or west slopes and south or cast are marked. The two 
former are much drier and the rock weathers more rapidly than in the case of the 
latter. "J'his is particularly well seen in the case of East Hill when viewed from 
the col connecting it with 781 Hill (pi. iv., fig. 1). The north face has 
precipitous granite tors and rocky slopes supporting an open flora of shrubs; 
this extends almost to the summit. On the south face the angle of the slope is 
lower with less hare rock, C'asHariita woodland, which is the climax com¬ 
munity on hill summits, extends down the slope for some distance on the south 
side, and when it passes into scrub communities the latter arc thicker and less 
open. 

II. Edapitic. 

In Appendix I. Mr. J. (1. Wood gives the results of certain analyses made 
of soil samples collected upon the islands. There are three .soil types on the 
Pearsons—^blown sand, travertine, and granitic. 

The first, as described above, is limited to a small patch at the south end 
of Middle Island near the landing place. It need not be considered further. 

The travertine soils consist of a coarse granitic sand mingled with particles 
of limestone of all sizes from small fragments to large blocks several square 
feet in area. The soil appears to dry out very thoroughly; in January there 
was no cohesivencss between the particles at a depth of 8 to 9 inches Kelow 
this depth large travertine masses form the main depo.sit. The sample of 
travertine soil analysed was collected from the middle of Southern Island, 'fhe 
analysis (Sample 1) shows that there is 6 per cent, humus, 9 7 per cent, calcium 
carbonate, 38 per cent, nitrogen, 79 per cent. sQdium chloride. It was dis¬ 
tinctly alkaline pH=8. 

The granitic soils range from talus and rubble to coarse .sands. The water- 
retaining capacity of such soils is low, and the rain that falls upon them would 
rapidly percolate to the solid rock below. These soils arc invariably dr>' and 
powdery to the touch. The samples felt “air dry“ at the time they were col¬ 
lected. Five samples were taken, one in each of the two main communities— 
Atriplex, “saltbush,*' plain (Sample 2), Casmrina woodland (Sample 3)—and 
three in Main Creek, at the head and in the upper part, to test the range of 
salinity in the soil (Samples 4, 5, and 6). 

Samples 2 and 3 show a general similarity. The Castwrina woodland has, 
as might be expected, the higher humus content, 139 per cent., as against 
9-9 per cent, in tne saltbush soil. Both soils have only average salinity (’20 per 
cent., *23 per cent.). The most striking difference is in the pH values. The 
woodland soil has an acid reaction pH=6; the saltbush plain is somewhat 
alkaline, pH=:74. 

Sample 4 is typical of much of the poorer soil on well-drained slopes. 
Such soils are poor in humus and soluble salts. Samples 5 and 6 were taken 
respectively at the edge of and within one of the granite basins that occur at 
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the head of Main Creek. Sample 6 is clearly affected considerably by the 
evaporation of sea water. It ha.s a high salt content, sodium chloride 3Ce per 
cent., but is poor in humus, 3 8 per cent., and also in nitrogen, 07 per cent. 

All these granitic soils, except that from the Casuarina woodland, are 
neutral or on the alkaline side of neutrality. 

III. Biotic. 

Biotic factors in the environment do not have so obvious an effect upon 
the flora of the Pear.sons as they have upon the Franklins.**) The soil is unsuit¬ 
able for the burrowing activitie.s of either the mutton birds or penguins, which 
were so abundant there. Mutton birds are absent and the penguins have to 
nest under rocks. The only grazing animals are the indigenous wallabies 
(Petrogale pearsoni), which are frequently seen on Northern Island. Their 
chief food plant appears to be A triplex paludosum, but their feeding does not 
damage the bushes appreciably. One strange feature is the remarkable abund¬ 
ance of the droppings of some insect. These occur thickly on the surface of 
many soils, especially in the Olearia shrubland and the lower slopes of the 
Casuarina woodland. I'he faeces are hard, black pellets, roughly cylindrical, 
2 to 3 mm. long by 1 mm, in diameter. They are extraordinarily frequent in 
some places and can be swept up off the soil by the handful. Mr. A. M. Lea, 
Entomologist of the S.A. Museum, kindly informs me that they resemble the 
dung of a cockroach. A large species of this insect is generally found under 
stones on the island. Judging by the amount of dung, they must occur in very 
large numbers at some seasons. Presumably they feed on vegetable debris, 
which they return to the soil in a form that is not readily removed by wind or 
leeching. The deposit is so abundant as to aflfect considerably the percentage 
of nitrogen in the soil anlayscs. 

Human interference with the vegetation is limited to the results of one or 
two fires that have been started on the i.slands by visiting vandals. 'ITie effect 
of these has been almost to destroy the Casuarinas south of Main Creek; else¬ 
where the burnt-out flora has regenerated well. Several years ago a number 
of sheep were landed upon the Northern Pearson. ITiere are none there now, 
and the vegetation appears uninfluenced by them, unless the grass Fcstuca 
bromoides was brought to the island by this means. Fcstuca bromoidcs was the 
only non-indigenous Australian plant collected, except the variety liltoralis of 
Sonchus asper. 

. VEGETATION. 

Three main vegetation types occur on the Pearsons, exclusive of various 
communities on cliff faces, creek beds, blown sand, etc., which are not easily 
placed in relation to the others. They are:—(1) The woodland and scrub 
series on granitic soil with a climax of Casuarina stricta woodland; (2) saltbush 
consisting of Atriplex paludosum dwarf shrubland, occurring chiefly on granitic 
soil; and (3) the various conununitiM on travertine limestone. The first 
two types may be considered as formations, and the ecotone lines are usually 
clearly distinguishable. An exception occurs on the right, or south, bank of 
Main Creek. There the blurring of the line appears to have been affected to 
some degree by fire. The last series, as explained below, is formed merely as 
a matter of convenience. 

WoOULAND AND SCKUB SERIES. 

I. Casuarina strieia woodland. 

A woodland, or “forest,” of Casuarina stricta occurs on the three large 
hills of Northern Pearson. The trees grow to a height of 20 to 30 feet (pi. v., 
fig. 1). The let^h of the green assimiiating branches varies considerably with 

(«Oiboru, T, . ^ 
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the degree of exposure. In expo.sed places they may be no longer than 6 to 8 
inches and stand erect, while in sheltered parts they are 18 to 24 inchc.s long 
and bend with a graceful curve, giving the familiar rounded silhouette to the trees. 

Casmrim stricta woodland is only a closed community in the most shel¬ 
tered parts of 781 Hill. In other parts there is an underwood of various trees 
or shrubs, e.g., Melaleuca parviflora, Leucopogon Richei, which mingle and 
compete with the sheoak. The .soil is coarse with a humus content of 139 per 
cent., hut has only a low water-retaining capacity. In places between the 
granite boulders there is a considerable depth of soil. Frequently the "forest” 
ends abruptly (pi, v., fig. 1). owing to the presence of some large exposure of 
granite. Several such places occur on 781 Hill, and one passes at a step from 
the climax to the earliest phases in the succession. In the woodland the ground 
below the trees is covered by a litter of fallen branchlets, old fruits, or tree 
trunks. 'I'he forest suffered several years ago by fire, but it is generally 
regenerating well; many .seedlings and young trees of various ages occur. 

Mosses are common, but in January were quite dried up. Mr. L. Rodway, 
t'.M.G.. of Hobart, kindly determined the following: Bryum inlermedimn, 
Tortula muralis (fonn with a cuspidate hair point), and (?) Acanthocladhim, .sp 

Herbaceous plants of the most sheltered places are:— 

Clieilanthcs tenuifolia Agropyrtitn scabrum 

Festuca bromoides Didiscus pusillus 

During the winter and spring no doubt others would be found, but at the 
time of our visit they were not to be seen. These herbaceous plants disappear 
on hotter or more exposed places, c.g., the west face of the summit of 781 Hill 
and xerophytic perennials as Mesembryanthemuin acquilatcrale replace them. 
Several colonies of Scnecio Cunniughamii were found in sheltered places on 
781 Hill. This is a half-shrubby plant with lanceolate leaves 8-12 cm. by 8-12 
cm. that are glossy above and glaucous on the lower-surface. It has a less 
xerophytic appearance than any other perennial on the island. 

The undershrub flora varies with differing degrees of dryness and exposure 
Just l)clow the summit of 781 Hill, on the north-east side, there is an open area 
with bushes of Calythrix tetragona, found nowhere el.se on the island. The 
most usual undershrub in the more .sheltered places is Leucopogon Richei, which, 
though it appears in the open shrub association described below, is not found in 
the most exposed places of the Casuarina woodland. Other plants occasionally 
associated with Leucopogon Richei are Dodonaea viscosa and Cassinia spectabilis. 

In more exposed places, e.g., the summit of 781 Hill, on East Hill, especially 
at the col and on the lower slopes, Melaleuca pamflora appears as the 
undershrub and even replaces Casuarina (pi. v., fig. 2). It develops a distinct 
and more xerophytic community. Transitions were seen in many places, but 
most clearly on .slopes with a northern aspect {pi. iv.. fig. 1). The fire, or fires, 
referred to earlier appear almost to have destroyed the ('asuarinas of the north 
facing slope above the right branch of Main Creek. Melaleuca parviflora forms 
a dense thWet in which only a few Casuarinas are present. On Southern Island 
there is a small group of about half a dozen stunted Casuarinas growing on the 
most sheltered part of the north side. This represents a small outlier of the 
Casmrim woodland which has every likelihood of dying out, since none of the 
trees were fruiting nor were any old fruits to be seen below them. 

11. Melaleuca pannflora scrub. 

A mixed scrub community in which Melaleuca parviflora often attains the 
site of a tree occupies the foot of 781 Hill and other hills on Northern 
Island (pi. iv., fig. 2). The plant is absent on Middle and Southern Eslands. 
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It rarely exceeds 15 feet in height and frequently has several slender stems 
teiminating in a dense canopy of foliage-bearing shoots. The association is 
generally an open one, other shrubs being:—■ 

Rhagodia bacrata Westringia rigida, var. dolichopltylla 

Correa speciosa ' Myoporim descrti 

Spyridium eriocephahm Olearia ratuuhsa 

Pimelia serpylHfolia 

The soil is a coarse granitic sand of much the same type as in the Casitariiia 
woodland, but lacking the dark colour due to humus. It was bare of annuals in 
January, nor could any sign of their dead remains be .seen. A small miniber of 
perennial species occurs in open places; these are plants characteristic of earlier 
phases of the succession, c.g. — 

Poa caespiiosa, var. Billardicn Stderanthus pungens 

Mesembryanthemuw aequUaterale Pelargonium australe 

Atriplex paludosum occurs in several open areas on the north side of 
Main Creek as small inliers of saltbu.sh plain (pi. viii., fig. 2). 

III. Olearia-Leucopogon thicket. 

A mixed community of shntbs, of which Olearia ramulosa an<l Leiieopogon 
Richei are the most important, exists on some of the lower slopes of the hills 
of Northern Island, covers South Hill so far as exposure will allow, and occurs 
also on Middle Island. More than one association is probably involved here, 
but there is so much intergradation between the differing habitats owing to 
exposure, the broken nature of the ground, etc., that it is inadvisable to attempt 
to define different communities. 

The conditions of development of this Olearia-Lcmopogon associes aie 
generally similar to those producing Casuarina woodland or Melaleuca scrub 
at higher levels or where exposure is less severe. The soil is granitic saiul held 
in clefts of various depths, or terraces between the boulders or tors. Exposure 
to heat and wind is greater than in the case of the two former communities, 
while the soil is less stable owing to the more rapid weathering of the rocks. 
The effect of aspect and exposure on the development of this thicket has been 
referred to in the rase of East Hill (pi. iv., fig. 1). 

Other plants noted as occurring in this community are:— 

Rhagodia baccata Correa speciosa 

Enchylacna tomenfosa Mesembryanihemum aetjitilaleralc 

Leptdium foUosum Myoporium insuiare 

On Middle Island and portions of Northern Island, near the head of Main 
Creek and the south-west comer of the island generally, it is not possible to 
define the communities even within the broad limits mentioned above. The 
conditions in these localities are less stable owing to weathering of the rock, 
extremes of exposure to the south-west gales alternating with comparative pro¬ 
tection in hollows of the rock, the possible influence of spray, and so on. In 
addition to the plants mentioned others are present that are the earliest colonists 
of rubble soil. Such are;-— 

Poa caespiiosa, var, Billardieri Pelargonium australe 

Sclcranthus pungens 

OcCTsionally arc found bushes or local patches of Atriplex paludosum which 
t)rpically occurs as the dominant in a distinct community. 
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IV. 'Pelargonium-Mescmbryanihaniim Poa community 

This is the earliest phase noticeable in the colonization of granite rubble in 
shallow pockets in the rock on all the islands. The community is composed of 
Pelargoimm anstrale, Mesembryanthemmn acquilatcralc, and Poa caespitosa, 
V. Billardieri. 

The pelargonium is Iom^ growing with succulent half-shrubby stems. The 
plant has a stouter habit of growth than it has when growing on sand dunes on 
the mainland. Mcscmbryanthemum a-cqnilatcralc is atiother dune plant which 
on Pearson Island has a less spreading mat habit than is usual Poa caespitosa, 
V. Billardieri, has wiry, piingcnt-poinled leaves, and the short straw-coloured 
panicles typical of the variety. These plants appear in exposed, barren soil at 
all levels. 1'lms. at the summit of 781 Hill the Mcscmbrvauihcmnm and Poa 
are growing along the exposed precipitous western face 1'hey also occur on 
the bare patches of coarse sand in the upper part of Main Creek 'I'here the 
soil (Sample 4) is p(K)r and deficient in soluble salts. Transitions between this 
community and the Oleand-Lcucopogon thicket are common. The shrub appear¬ 
ing first is Olcaria ratnulusa: Rliagodia baccato less commonly. 'I'lie annual 
Lepidiitm foliositm, t<i(*, is often found, as is the cushion plant Scleranthus 
pungens. 

Communities on the Granite Cliffs. 

Exposed, precipitous, granite cliflFs occur on most parts of the islands. The 
type of vegetation they hear is largely a depauperate form of the neighbouring 
less exposed faces, but it seems permissible to refer to cliff floras. Naturally, an 
important factor influencing the.se is the degree of exposure to salt spra>. 

In the most exposed places the cliffs, or platforms, of rock that rise at an 
angle of 30*^’ to 45"" from the sea arc entirely bare for lOO to 150 feet above 
tide marks. In rubble pockets above this height occur such plants as Mesem- 
bryanihemim australe, Salicornia australis, and Sueda australis. These all 
grow stunted in small mats. The habitat is not suitable for most flowering 
plants, and even lichens and algae are absent. The relatively rapid weathering 
of the rock faces may account for this, as well as exposure to heat, wind, and 
spray. The surface of the granite in these places is either smooth where 
exposure is most severe, or crumbly and flaky to the touch ow’ing to rapid 
weathering. Below such places is a conspicuous layer of coarse barren debris. 

Other cliff plants are really cliasmophytes growing in deep cracks between 
the boulders. In such places occur, in addition to the above. Calocephalus 
Bromtii, Ixiolaena supina (both confined to sea cliffs), frankenia paueiflora, 
Threlkcldia diffusa, Enchylaena tomentosa, Teiragona implexicoma, Scleranthus 
pungens, and, where less exposed to spray influence, Mesembryanthemum 
aeqmlateralc, Otearia ramulosa, and Rhagodia baccata. All these must receive 
some direct spray in stormy weather, though, owing to the open soil and good 
run off, the local accumulation of salt will be slight. 

On top of the sheer cliffs 200 feet high, near to the source of Main Oeek, 
are a numoer of shallow depressions in the granite filled with nibble and clay 
(soil Sample 6). The soil analysis shows that sodium chloride is present, also 
a certain amount of clay, otherwise conspicuously absent in the soils. These 
rock basins supported little vegetation (pi. iv., fig. 2). Stunted bushes of 
Arthrocnemum halocnemoides, var. pcrgranulatum, occur, together with Salicornia 
australis, Frankenia pauciflora, and Mesembryanthemum aequilateralc. Around 
some of the basins are the prostrate trees of Melaleuca halmaturorum referred to 
earlier. 

True Hthoph^es arc certain Myxophyceae that occur by the runnels made 
by fresh water drainage over the bare rock slopes. These were quite dry in 
January, but are most noticeable as dark olive-green to black bands across the 
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stone. The flow of water down these channels would be very intermittent even 
in the wet season, owing to the small catchment and non-retentive nature of the 
soil covering parts of it. Scrapings of the dried algal growth showed only 
Tolypothrix sp. 

Watercourses. 

The two species of Melaleuca are the most prominent plants of watercourses 
on Pearson Islands. Melaleuca pandflora occurs along the beds of the two 
fresh water creeks, North Creek (pi. ix., fig. 2) and the tributary to Main 
Creek. It is not, of course, confined to this habitat, but when growing beside a 
watercourse descends further from the hills on to the plain below. 

Melaleuca halmaturorum is restricted to the course of Main Creek, which 
it follows from source to near the mouth (pi. vi., fig. 2, and pi. vii., fig 1). This 
is a paper bark tea-tree, well known from habitats elsewhere in South Aus¬ 
tralia to have a high salt toleration. The water flowing down Main Creek 
is derived from two sources. Drainage from 781 Hill and the tors at the 
.south-western comer of the Northern Island provides the bulk of it, but sea spray 
contributes some water as overflow from the granite basins described above. 
The upper course of the creek is indefinite and appears to be shifting. No special 
creek flora can be described in connection with it. 1'he plants growing in the 
wide indefinite channels have been referred to under the Pelargonium-Mcsem- 
bryanthemum-Poa community. 

Drainage channels are common near to the bare granite slopes in other parts 
of the islands. Ulothrix sp. covers the soil, and growing amongst it occur such 
cphemerals as:— 

Centrolcpis sp. Cotula coronopifolia 

Calamgrostis filifolia 

Such channels do not influence to any appreciable extent the flora of pt'reniiial 
plants around them. 

Saltbush Formation. 

Atriplex pcdudosim dwarf .shrubland. 
typical saltbush formation is developed on several parts of Northern and 
Southern Islands. The principal habitat is upon the gently sloping plains that 
occur at the foot of the steep rocky slopes. The soil of these areas is compose<l 
of fine granitic rubble, almost sandy in texture. The free open soil is one that, 
in spite of its humus content, has only a low water-retaming capacity, in 
January many of the shrubs were obviously showing the need of water, the 
leaves were often flaccid, and the older ones falling off. 

The temperature and insolation factors on these exposed plains must be 
severe. It is probable that the light grey-green colour of the Atriplex leaves 
n,ay be correlated with light protection. 

'I’he Atriplex bushes stand 12 to 18 inches high, and in places form an 
almost closed community (pi. vi., figs. 1 and 2). Only one other plant, a 
.small annual composite, was found on the typic^ saltbush plain. 

Atriplex paludosum appears to be a plant that will not tolerate much 
moisture in the soil. Its specific name is not at all appropriate to its South Aus¬ 
tralian habitats. Depressions on the plains were colonized by Rhagodia crassi- 
folia (pi. vii., fig. I). 'fhe same plant replaces Atriplex at the base of the steep 
rocky hms above the plains, where ihc influence of drainage from the slopes 
above will be most pronounced (pi. vi., fig. 1). 

It will be noticed from the analyses of soil Sample 2 (NaCl=:-20 per 
cent.), that Atriplex paludosum growing on Pearson Island is not a halophyte. 
It was absent from the flora of the basins at the head of Main Creek, where the 
soil was very salt (Sample 6), though it occurred at their edges, where the 
salinity was even lower than in the Atriplex plain (Sample 5, NaCIas'lS per 
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cent.)- Atriplex paludositm association observed is a xerophytic com¬ 

munity, not a halophytic one. 

I'hough saltbush dwarf shrubland grows best on granitic soils, it is not 
confined to them. It is developed upon the higher levels of the travertine 
plateau on Northern Island, and at the eastern end extends almost to the coast. 
Exposure to sea spray is less here than on the other travertine areas. On such 
soils the community tends to be a mixed one, Lycium australc, Lepidiiwt 
foliosutit, and Scnecio lautus being present. The Atriplex bushes are more 
stunted than in the pure community, with bare soil* between them. 

On the west side of Main Creek, />., the dry north facing slope, patches of 
Atriplex occur as inliers in the o|)en shrul) community of Melaleuca parviflora 
described above (pi. vii., fig. 2). 

Travertine Limestone Communities 

It has l)een remarked before that the principal limestone areas can be recog¬ 
nized at once by the different type of vegetation that they bear, rhese com¬ 
munities are grouped together as members of a .separate .scries. No climax is 
distinguished, and it is possible that were a larger .scries available the com¬ 
munities would find their place as serai units in a formation culminating either 
as Atriplex dwarf .shrubland or Melaleuca parviflora scrub according as climatic 
factors were more or less xerophytic. 

In regard to the travertine lime.stonc habitat on fVarson Island, one observes 
that in addition to the obvious feature of calcium carbonate in the soil there 
must also be considered the shallow' depth of soil overlying the limestone deposit, 
exposure to light and w ind owing to the unbroken nature of the terrain, and, in 
some cases, e.g., the soil sample analysed, No. 1. an apjireciable amount of 
sodium chloride. In spite of these features, it is not possible to recognize .such 
a definite lime.stonc community as that of Frankenia fruticulosa .seen on Franklin 
Island.^^^ Though the travertine areas may be recognizable at once owing to the 
difference in the plant covering, it i.s less easy to define w'hercin that difference 
lies. It is u.sually one of degree and varying proportions of plants occurring 
elsewhere on the islands, rather than one due to the presence of plants limited 
ill their distribution to these areas. Three communities are sufficiently distinct 
to be briefly noted:— 

1. Mat Plant Community, 

A community consisting of prostrate or semi-prostrale dw'arf perennials 
occur.s on most of the plateaux (pi. viii., fig. 2). The majority of the plants 
are more or less .succulent, and.many of them have their leaves coloured owing 
to the presence of anthocyanin pigments. The general effect thus produced is 
most striking, resembling some gigantic carpet worked in grey (Atriplex), 
orange or red (Mesembryanthemum), maroon (Threlkcldia), grey-green 
(Enchylaena), or olive-green (Frankenia), The siiecies noted are:— 

ChcHQpodium {Siffin, microphylhim) Atriplex cinereum 

Enchylaena tomentosa Mesembryanthemum australc 

Threlkcldia diffusa Frankenia pauciflora 

II. Cliff Faces, 

The seaward edges of the plateaux end in low' cliffs 4 to 8 feet high; at 
the margin of the cliff faces grow:— 

Arthrocnemum halocnetnoidcs, var. Suaeda australc 

pergranutatum ^ Tetragonia hnplcxicoma 

Saticofnui ausfrale Nitraria Schoeberi 

Enthylatna tomentosa Frankenia pauciflora 

0$born. T. G. B., lac. ciL, p. 201, 1922. 
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The Salicornias and Suacda occupy the places most exposed to spray. Else¬ 
where Nitraria is the most important plant, often forming almost a thicket, over 
the bushes of which Tctragonia and Enchylaena scramble, 

III. Annual Community, 

The plant covering growing; upon the plateau of Middle Pearson Island 
is of a type not .seen el.sewhere in the group (pi. ix., fig, 1). The main plants 
observed were:— 

Lcf>idium foliOs^um Setiecio lautus 

Apium prostratum 

Of the.se only the Lepidiinn was living in January. Occasional clump's of 
Enchylaena, the only perennial noted, occurred over the area. 

This plateau ri.ses steeply at the western side to the granite summit, the 
junction being a fan of talus from the tors above (pi. ix.. fig. 1). At the 
junction of fan and plateau there is a belt of Atriplex cinereunt noted above as 
a constituent of the travertine flora. The vegetation of the fan belongs, of 
course, to the mixed shrub community on granite rubble, Olcaria ramitlosa 
predominating. 

It is very noticeable that the Olcaria does not colonize the travertine, though 
it is found growing in clefts in granite exposures on cither .side of the plateaux. 

Communities influenced by Blown Sand. 

Littoral, 

1 he only littoral plant on Pearson Island is Atriplex cincrcum, which grows 
in a small patch at the north-west corner of the landing place (pi. viii., fig. 1). 
The habitat is one in which Atriplex cmereum^^^ commonly occurs on the main¬ 
land, but the habit is unusual. The plant grows creeping or semi-prostrate, 
and so accumulates blown sand about it.self through which it grows, forming 
mounds 2 to 3 feet high and 4 to 6 feet in diameter. 

The other portions of the coast are unsuitable to the growth of flowering 
plants, being either boulders or platforms of bare granite often of great extent. 

Rloum Sand on Granite Rubble. 

Behind the area mentioned above there is a trough in the granite extending 
inland in which wind-borne sand mingles vrith the rubble. Atriplex cinercum 
is replaced by Frankenia pauciflora, which also holds the sands, forming low 
mounds a foot or more in diameter; a similar growth form of this plant was 
observed on Franklin Lsland. Other plants are those of open communities 
influenced by sea .spray? except Lavatcra plebcja, which was seen nowhere else 
mi the islands. 


DISCUSSION. 

Plaptt Succession, 

On so small an area climatic differences are not very marked, though it is 
probably quite justifiable to regard the rubble plains and slopes at the foot of 
the hills as more arid than the hills themselves. In atmospheric humidity, 
intensity of insolation and temperature, if not in actual rainfall, the plains have 
a more xerophyiic climate than the hills. It is convenient to group the .suc¬ 
cession seen on Pearson I.stands into three series. The plains bear a “saltbush'' 
llora, that of the hills falls into a Casuarina woodland and a shrub series cul- 
the”tWrd pond flora scrub, and the flora on travertine limestone is 

f')ORbc»rn, T (i. B., Brit. Assocn, Report. Austr., 1014, p. 505, 
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There is need of further investigation of the sallhusli flora in Australia, 
but pending the publication of further work on the subject, it may b(‘ said 
that saltbush is considered as essentially an arid and not a halophytic formation. 
A saltbush plain of the type described above is a scral unit in the formation 
as displayed on the mainland, but the A triplex paludositm consocies on Pearson 
Islands is, in that locality, a subcliniax. It is related to N/nufodia crassifolia 
consocics, which is the most stable community on Franklin Island, This is 
shown by the interesting occurrence of local patches of Rhagodia crassifolia in 
the saltbush on Pearson Islands. Rhagodia crassife^ia open shruhland was con¬ 
sidered a subcHmax on Franklin Island, but I now regard the succession sug¬ 
gested, /.r., towards a scrub woodland involving Melaleuca parviflora, as mis¬ 
taken. I'he examination of Pearson Island shows that Melaleuca part^iflora 
properly has its place in a different and less xerophytic line of succession. 

The woodland series on the hill slopes shows a greater number of suc- 
cessional stages than the saltbush; this is to be expected in a less arid se<juence. 
It is a formation of less xerophytic type, as is shown by the occurrence of 
mosses, Cheilauthes teuuifolia and Calythrix fetragona. The two last grow on 
the Mount I^>fty Ranges in a rainfall of over 30 inches. Casuoriua sfricta 
consocies is a closed community at the higher levels. This species on the main¬ 
land does not form a climax associaton, but is an early stage in the sclerophyllous 
woodland series. Casuarina stricta in South Australia is characteristic of rocky 
outcrops, where it obtains deep but well-drained soil. On Pearson Island the 
fore.st succession goes no further than the i'asuariua woodland, the edaphic 
factors as well as such a climatic factor as wind militating against the growth of 
most trees. 

The Melaleuca parviflora consocies is a scrul) woodland of a more xerophytic 
type than the Casuaritia woodland, Melaleuca pannflora forms dense thickets 
of considerable extent on some of the neighbouring islands, r.//., Minders Island, 
and also on the mainland. On the nminland, however, it is cenainly a stage in 
the sere culminating in mallee (liucalypius spp.). 

The accompanying figure shows graphically the relationship between the 
communities on the granite slopes:— 


Casuarhia stricia 
comoewfs. 


Afelaintca parvi flora 
cotist)cics. 


Casuarwa strut a with 
l.cucopoijon. 


Mclairttca parvi flora and mixed 
shrub cominuiiitv. 

/ \ 

()lcaria'Lcucnpo(/oti 

associes. 


Pciaruonium-Mcsembryaiithcmum'Poa 

assiMries. 

\ 

Bare granite. 


/ 


Mclalciua hatmaturorum 
consocies. 

I 

Irthrocficminn and dwarf 
halophytic communities. 


Fig. 2. 

Diagram to .show the i elation of the chief scrub and woodland communities on graiiitt . 


The separation of the communities on travertine limestone into anoth<‘r 
group is a matter of convenience rather than an expression of difference. A 
saltbush flora develoi)s upon travertine areas upon the mainland, for travertine 
limestone, of course, is not so mucli a geological formation as an indication of a 
climate with a high evaporation rate. On Pearson Island we find an open 
community with Atripkx paludosunt as the dominant species upon parts of the 
plateaux. It is jxissible that some, at least, of the travertine communities should 
find their place in the saltbush formation, but at present it is preferable to group 
all the limestone communities together. 
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Though the main communities on Pearson Island are at present in an active 
state, the ultimate fate of the islands will be a bare granite reef if the present 
cycle of denudation continues. Middle and Southern Pearsons show no community 
higher than Olearia-Leucopogon thicket. The outlying islands appeared to have 
few, if any, bushes upon them. The rate of degeneration upon Northern 
Pearson, however, will remain slow, provided the flora is protected from 
malicious fires. 

Flora. 

A complete list of the vascular plants collected is given in Appendix II. 
It comprises 52 species, though, as the islands were visited in the dry season, the 
list is probably incomplete as far as herbaceous plants are concerned. The 
most important families are: Chenopodiaceae (10 species), Compositae (9 
species), and Gramineae (5 species). 

No member of the I-cguminoseae was found on the islands. None were 
found in the flora of Franklin Island.^*) Considering that the 1 .eguminoseae 
is the family represented by the greatest number of species in the Australian 
Flora,'") its apparent absence is remarkable. 

The Myrtaceae are represented by three species, but no Eucalypt is present. 
This, again, is a surprising feature, for mallee Eucalypts occur on the coast 
of the neighbouring mainland. 

The Centrolepis appears to be new, but it was obtained with fruits only. 
An attempt is being made to raise it front seed, and, if successful, the plant will 
be described later by Mr. J. M. Black. 

In the list given below the growth fonus according to Raunkaier’s .system 
are also stated. There are three species of low trees (Microphanaerophytes, 
57 per cent.) and 19 species of shrubs (Nanophanaerophytes 36 per-cent.), 
making altogether a phanaerophyte flora of 41-7 per cent. This is very nearly 
the phatiaerophyte percentage for the nontial spectrum (43 per cent.), but there 
are no other trees than microphanaerophytes and there is an overwhelming 
preponderance of shrubs. 
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District, 
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Percentage of Species 

belonging to each Life Form. 


considered. 

MM. 

M. 

N. 

Ch. 

H. 

G. 

HH. 

Th. 

E. S. 

Pearson Island .. 

53 


57 

36 

283 

19 

— 


282 

— — 

Franklin Island 

34* 


— 

15 

38 


— 

— 

47 

— — 

Ooldea. 

1B8 

•5 

19 

23 

14 

4 

•5 

.... 

35 

4t - 

Natal . 

3,034 

3 

14 

14 

19 

18 

18 

55 

65 

1 1 

Normal Spectrum 

400 

6 

17 

20 

9 

27 

3 

1 

13 

3 1 


The number of dwarf shrubs or herbaceous perennials is 15. These have 
no special protection for their buds, but are mat plants, cushion plants, or grow in 
tussocks (Chamaephytes 28-2 per cent.). The percentage is more than three times 
that of the normal spectrum. On the Franklin Islands the percentage was even 
higher. This may partly be attributed to the rather special habitat in wind> 
swmt islands, but there may be other reasons. When examining the arid type 
of flora at Ooldea, Adamson and the writer ')*) found a rather high percentage 

*The total number of species is so small that the percentages may be misieadii^ unless 
taken in a general way as emphasising the abundance of chamaephytes and therophytes and 
the absence of most of the other life forms. 

tThe epipKytes here were hemiparasites, very prominent in arid districts of South Aus¬ 
tralia, for which no provision is made by Ratmkater's system. 

Osborn, T. G. B., he. cU., p. 204, W22. 

w Maiden, J. H., AustraUah Vegetation, Federal Handbook on Australia, p. 166, 1914. 

« R- S., and Osborn, T. G. B., Oh the Ecology of the Ooldea District. Trans. 

Koy. Soc. S. Austr., xlvu, p. 558, 1922. 
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of Chamaephytes (14*1), and Bews^'^ in the Flora of Natal notes the same 
thing (19 per cent*). Raunkaier has shown that Chamaephytes increase towards 
the polar regions and also in hot climates with a dry season. Kven allowing for 
the fact that the Pearson Islands have a restricted flora and a special type of 
habitat, the relatively large number of Chamaephytes is a feature of the flora 
that agrees with the few other biological spectra that have been published for 
Southern Hemisphere floras. The Chamaephyte protects its buds by the shelter 
of the plant itself or its dead remains heaped around them. 'Phese persistent 
aerial portions also serve as a break that arrests movement of unstable soil. 
In the case of Hemicryptophytes protection is gained as a result of the sub¬ 
terranean {losition of the renewal buds which He in the upper crust of the soil. 
This method is less suitable for unstable soil, which may ‘Mrift/' exposing the 
buds. Also, in dry weather the dead remains are likely to be blown awav 
instead of remaining heaped over the buried portions. It must be remembered 
that in South Austrdia the adverse period is a time of drought and heal, not c(>ld. 

Hemicryptoph>'tes (H) are represented on the Pearson Islands by a single 
species, the fern Cheilanthes tenuifolia (H, 1-9 per cent.). None were found 
on Franklin Island and only 4 per cent, at Ooldea. This rarity of Ilemicrypto- 
phytes in the floras of the three arid districts of .Australia, which have up to 
the present been investigated on Raunkaier's system, is a feature re<juiring 
further examination. 

No gcophytes were observed. This may be due to the season of the 
year, but it may be recalled that only a single species was observed at Ooldea 
in the winter months. 

The therophyte flora (Th. 282 per cent.) is less than that at Ooldea 
or Franklin Islands, but the percentage is still double that of the normal 
spectrum. It i.s probable that the number of annual species would be increased 
were it possible to visit the islands during the wet season, though comparisons 
with Franklin Islands are quite justifiable since those islands were also visited 
in January. Probably the percentage of therophytes on Pearson Islands is 
less than that of the other two districts because, owing to the topography of 
the islands, denudation is more rapid and the soil correspondingly less stable. 


Appenoix I. 

ANALYSES OF SOIL SAMPLES FROM PEARSON ISI.ANDS 

By j. G. Wood, B.Sc. 

The samples were all obtained from a section through ihe first 4 to 
6 inches of the soil after brushing away the surface layer. The} 
were, all but No. 1, derived from granite, and are of the “coarse saiul“ 
type, •.<?., the majority of the particles have a diameter of from 1 to 0-2 mm., 
and consequently the soils have little water-holding capacity. This is modified 
in the case of soil No. 6, which has a considerable amount of clay, and also in 
Nos. 2 and 3, which have 99 per cent, and 139 per cent, of humus, respectively. 

Before analysis the soils were air-dried and then passed through a 10-mesh 
L2-6 mmO sieve, and the sieved soil was finely ground and used for analysis. 
The screenings consisted of fragments of granite, felspar, (juartz, and in some 
cases (mentioned below) dried vegetation as twigs, roots, etc., and also drop¬ 
pings from cockroaches. The screenings in each case amounted to about one- 
third of the total sample of soil. 

The results of the analyses arc set forth in the table :— 

J, W., The growth {<»rtn.s of Natal Plants, Trans, Kov. Soc. S. Africa, v.. 

p. 624, 1916, 
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Little need be Sfitd re^arding^ the moisture at 100^ C. I'his is low, as would 
be expected of coarse sands, and the rangfe is small between the different samples. 
The water-retaining-capacity factor alone appears to influence the plant dis¬ 
tribution very slightlv. "J'he highest percentage of water is reached in the case 
of soil No. 6, obtained from the basin at the head of the creek. It contains 
more clay than the other soils, the felspar being largely kaolinized 

1'he pre.sence of clay (hydrous silicate of alumina) is reflected also in the 
second column (combined water) Kotigh estimations showed that the combined 
water was practically nil in all cases except in soil No. 6. where it was deter¬ 
mined. It amounted to 3 per cent. 

The column headed “humus'’ was determined by the loss on ignition after 
deducting the C'Oj and the total water content, which gives approximately the per- 
c(‘ntage of humus, 'riiis is complicated in the case of soils Nos. 1 and 2 hv tin* 
fact that a good deal of dried umlecomposed plant debris (twigs and portions 
of roots) passed through the sieve. To determine these the soils were shaken 
with water, when most of the small twigs floated to the top. Ihese were 
collected and dried, and were found to amount to about 3 per cent, in each case. 
1'hey do not, however, alter the relative positions of the .soils in regard to humus 
content. Soil No. 3 is a dark soil from the Casnarina woodland zone containing 
139 per cent, of humus and comparative!) free from .small twigs. As one 
tJsualh finds in woodland soils, it contains an acid humus, as is showm in the 
pH value in the last column in the table. This soil forms a notable contrast 
with soil No. 2, with which it is practically identical in composition, except 
that the humus content is about 4 per cent low’cr in No. 2 (taking the twdgs into 
account). 

No. 2 soil is not acid, however, Imt on the alkaline side of neiitralit) 
(neutrality pH =70). It appears |K»ssible that the reaction of the soil 
may be one of the factors influencing the type of flora, for whilst the acid soil 
supports Casuarifia and I^cucopogou, the alkaline one is covered with Atriplex, 
In soil No. 5 the organic matter is wtII decomposed and contains no twdgs. 
It api)roximates soil No. 2 in composition, though it is poorer in humus. Soil 
No. 4 is very deticieni in organic matter. It is a typical barren granitic .soil. 

The fourth column gives the percentage of chlorine, and the next these 
percentages calculated as sodium chloride. There is practically no K Cl present, 
the potassium udiich is present being combined wnth aluminium silicate in the 
clay. A determination of the total soluble sails in soil No. 6 showed that these 
amounted to 34 per cent., and of this 3 08 per cent, was NaC'l, as calculated 
from the chlorine content. There was very little i)otassiuni present. The salt 
is derived from sea spray, and the analyses show' that two soils, Nos, 1 and 6. 
have abnormally high percentages. 

The most interesting feature brought out in connection with the salt con¬ 
tent is the range of Atriplex, which is usually classed as a halophyte. In Nos. 2 
and 5, with an average soil saline content, A. paludosum thrives, wdiile A. 
ixnercum tolerates 097 Na Cl. In soil No. 6, w^here the salt content is high 
(due to accumulation by evaporation of sea water in the basin), Atriplex is 
absent. The characteristic vegetation is Arthrocnemum halocncmoidcs, var. 
pcrgranulatum, and Melaleuca halmaturormn. 

The presence of Atriplex spp. in the areas of low salt concentration, and 
their absence from soils with a high percentage of sodium chloride, supports 
the objection that has been made to classing the “saltbushes"' of Australia as 
halophytes.9'^ 

The carbonate content calls for no comment here; calcium carbonate is 
present only in the soil from the travertine plateau, 

t^)A(Uinision and Osborn, Trans. R«iy Soc. S. Ausfr., xlvi. (1922), p. 544. 



114 


As regards nitrogen, soils Nos. 4 and 6 only show the amount which one 
would expect from soils of this type around 0-1 per cent). The other soils 
are high. This is accounted for by the large amounts of droppings from the 
cockroaches before mentioned. The screenings of Nos. 1, 2, and 3 particularly 
had large amounts of dung, while it was less evident in Soil No. 5. This 
“manuring" must appreciably affect the luxuriance of ^owth. Unfortunately, 
no two soils taken resemble one another in all save nitrogen content, so one 
cannot make a quantitative camparison. 

In the last coltunn are gpven the pH values of the soils. These were deter¬ 
mined colorimetrically, using Qark and Lub's series of indicators.They bear 
out one's expectations. The forest soil, with high humus content and exposed 
to wind,^'*) is acidic, while the limestone soil is alkaline. The other granite soils 
are also slightly on the alkaline side. This latter feature was not unexpected, 
although granite soils, as a class, when not near the sea are slightly acidic. On 
the island, however, the soils can all be reached by sea spray (either by dashing 
on rocks or carried by wind), and sea water itself has a pH of about 82, due 
mainly to magnesium and calcium salts. It is probably this fact which brings 
the reaction from slight acidity to slight alkalinity. The possible correlation 
between the vegetation and these values has been mentioned under “humu.s.” 


Appendix II. 

LIST OF SPECIES COLLECTED. 

Following IS a list of the species collected on Pearson Island. I am grateful 
to Mr. J. M. Black for kiddly examining my collection and determining some of 
the plants. The Centrolepis will be described by him later 

In addition to the name of the plant and its growth form according to 
kaunkaier’s system, notes on the habit are given and the community in which 
It occurs. The habit notes, leaf measurements, etc., refer to Pearson Island 
specimens:— 


(to Clark, DcUTtnitntion of Mydrogen Ion*, 1920 
f») Warming, Oecojogy of Plants, p. 62. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES. 

Plate IV. 

Fig. 1. View of East Hill looking cast along the col from the slope of 781 Hill. 
The north face (left) has a shrub flora and much bare rock, while the south face has a 
covering of low trees of Casttarina stricta and McMcuca parvifiora. The trees in the fore¬ 
ground are Casuarinas. % . • 

Fig. 2, 781 Hill from south looking across a granite basin at the head of Mam Creek. 
The vegetation in the foreground is Arthrocnemum halocnemoides, var. pergranulatum, and 
Mesembryanthemum australr. Immediately behind the basin are prostrate trees of Melaleuca 
halmaturoruni. Beyond is a scrub woodland of MclaUuca parvifiora, passing into Casuarina 
stricta woodland about half-way to the summit. The slopes of 781 Hill show the characteristic 
areas of bare granite. 

Plate V. 

Mg. 1 Casuarina stricta woodland with undcr^owth of Lcucopogon Richeu To the 
right is the edge of one of the bare granite areas. South face of 781 Hill. 

Fig. 2 Summit of East Hill from the north side of col. Casuarina stricta on 

summit amongst granite tors, with Melaleuca parvifiora, Olearia ramutosa, and Leucopogon 
Richei as shrubs. The Casuarinas disappear about the level of the large tor right of tlie 
middle. The shrubs in the foreground arc Rhagodia crassifolia. 

Plate VI. 

I 'lg. 1. A triplex paludostm consocies on rubble plain, showing in middle distance sharp 
junction with community composed of Rhagodia crassifolia at the b^c of a steep rise About 

the level of the granite boulders Rhagodia is repla^ by the Olearia-Leucopogon thicket 

C(^mmunity. On the skyline a few trees of Casuarina and Melaleuca partdfiora. South slope 
of East Hill, Northern Pearson. 

Fig. 2. Atriplex paludosum consocies in foreground; behind is the lower ^rse of 

Main Creek, with a dense scrub of Melaleuca halmaturorum, the “paper bark“ of which make.s 
the trunks appear white. In the background is the south-east face of 781 Hill, with scrub 
woodland of Melaleuca parvifiora mi the lower slopes and Casuarina stricta in the upper part. 
Note the large areas of hare granite on 781 Hill. 

Plate VIl. 

Fig 1. Atriplex paludosum consocies on rubble plain with local patches of Rhagodia 
crassifolia (darker-coloured foliage) in hollows. Beyond is the course of Main Creek, with 
Melaleuca halmaturorum intersecting a scrub in which Melaleuca parvifiora is dominant. The 
tors on the skyline, right, are at the south-west corner of Northern Pearson, 

!"ig. 2. Melaleuca parxnfiora scrub and Atriflex paludosum consocies junction on north 
bank of Main Creek. Note the patches of Mesembryanthemum aequilaterale with Pelargonium 
atistralc, the first colonists of granite rubble in the scrub woodland series. 

Plate VIII. 

Fig. 1. Atriplex cinereum on shore forming mounds of blown sand. Behind Frankenia 
pancifiora, dark leaves, also holds sand. Higher up the slope mixed comikiunhies, including 
Lepidimn foliostnn and Olearia ^amulosa. In right hand corner portions of two hair seals 
(Arctcocephalus fosteri) can be seen. 

Fig. 2. Foreground travertine pUiteau flora on Southern Pearson; plants, Atriplex 
cinereum, Mesembryanthemum australe, Threlkeldia, Bnchylaena, etc. Middle Pearson, with 
the landing place seen behind-^note the abrupt (south-^west) face and gentle slope of the 
cast side. The travertine plateau of this island is well seen. To the right is the south-west 
coast of Northern Island, with 781 and North Hills. 


Plate IX. 

^ Fig. 1. Annual plants (Senecio loutus and Apium'^prostratum) now dead and Euchy- 
taem ^mentosa on travertine plateau of Middle Pearson, Behind Junction of talus slope 
with Olearta-Lcucopogon thicket on boulder $hpe> 

Fig. 2. Foreground Atriplex paludosum on talus slope to North Bay, Northern Pearson. 
A watercourse runs from rii^i to left marked by oecasicmal of Melaleuca parvifhra. 

This water^ursc (North Otek) is fresh, Beytmd is bare talus with large spreading bushes 
of Rhagodia crassifoha. The rocky sk^ bi^nd has an ®en shrubby ^a, chiefly OlZria 
ramuhsa, ^kagodm haccata, with some Leucopogon mehti, Cotrea spcciosa, Mesem. 
aequUaterale, and Pelargomum cm exposed parts with Sekrantkus pHugms and Poa. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYT8 ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 9.-->THE BIRDS OF THE PEARSON ISLANDS. 

By J. liuRTON Cleland. M.D. 

[Read May 10, 1923.] 

Considerable interest is attached to the con.sideration of the land bird.s 
inhabiting an island constituted and situated as is Pearson Island. The interest 
is the same as that attendant on the study of the local faunas of 'I'asniania and 
of the islands in Bass Straits. At one time, these were all obviously connected 
with the adjacent mainland. 'Hie group comprising the Pear.son Islands now 
forms the remaining southern outlier of a submerged part of the continent, 
l^eing distant about 42 miles from the mainland and half this distance from 
Flinders Island interpo.sed between. Some, all, or none of the land birds now 
on this group of islands may represent the descendants of those species left 
behind when the separation occurred. As often happens under such circum¬ 
stances, son>e of the species thus left, if still represented by living forms, might 
be expected to show some tangible sub.specific, if not specific, differences from 
those on the mainland. I^rofessor Wood Jones* expedition in January, 1^2.^, 
hoped to obtain a sufficient collection of skins to ascertain w’hether any such 
differences exi.sted. Further, it might happen that some .species, now extinct 
on the mainland, .still survived on this lonely group. 

Previous visitors to the Pearson I.slands have left little record of the birds 
they observed. Joinders sighted and named the islands, but did not approach 
near to them. In the sailing directions given in the .\ustralia Directory (10th 
edit,, vol. i.. 1907), it is stated that large flocks of Albatrosses may be seen in 
its vicinity. The “albatrosses’** referred to seem to be the Pacific (jiills. Mr. 
Edgar Waite, vi.siting the island for a few hours on September 27, 1914, 
noted the presence of C ape Barren (Jeese, Black Oyster-catchers, Little Penguins, 
Pacific Gulls, Parrots. Zostcrops, a Thickhead, and Crows, but did not publish 
his observations, l^rofessor Wood Jones on two recent short visits saw, besides 
Crested Terns, Silver and Pacific Gulls. Blue Reef-Uerons, Cape Barren Geese, 
Rock-Parrots, and Crowds, and what he believed to be several large (ircen Parrots. 
No sign of these latter were detected during our stay. 

The birds of the island naturally divide themselves into the sea birds, 
including all those birds that live in the immediate neighbourhood of our coasts, 
and the land birds proper. Of the former, with one exception, nothing of 
particular interest was observed. The exception consisted in the presence on the 
island of a pair of Red-tailed Tropic Birds, a species hitherto represented 
in South Australian waters by only one specimen—a female secured on Januarj' 
13, 1919, which had been flying about Grantala I'arm, North Shields, near Port 
Uncoln, for a week and had been captured alive. This w'^as presented to the 
South Australian Museum. A taxidermist’s note states that, on skinning, the 
bird was 'Tound to have no ears,” 

There are three ways in which the presence of land birds may be explained 
on the Pearson Islands. They may be descendants of the birds originally left 
there when the islands were separated from the mainland; they may represent 
birds blown out to" sea by strong winds, especially north winds; or they may 
be birds that have deliberately flown south into the Bight and have here made 
l«n<L 

The species met with on the islands arc not peculiar to it. No sound sub¬ 
species can be differentiated. We have not then this guide, namely, differentia- 
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lion—a process taking a long period of time to briiig about—to aid us in deciding 
whether any species is autochthonous or not; even had such changes occurred, 
these might have been in the descendants of an early immigrant. Is there 
anything else that may help us in deciding? We may possibly get some help 
by ascertaining whether the species of land birds present also occur on the 
adjacent mainland, and, if so, whether they are numerous there and what are 
their habits. If an island species is not present on the mainland, we niay infer 
that the species is autochthonous or an early immigrant, i.e., an immigrant at a 
period when the species also occurred on the mainland, though it had since died 
out Again, if the species in que.stion is relatively rare on the adjacent coast, 
if it does not congregate in little flocks, and if in its habits it is disinclined to 
fly across open spaces and so be caught by a strong wind and blown to sea, then 
there is little likelihood of an individual becoming an unwilling immigrant to 
this distant island, and still less likelihood of a pair of birds, of opposite sexes, 
reaching it within a year or so of each other so as to mate and have offspring. 
Unfortunately a consideration of these several aspects still leaves the matter 
open. 

In October, 1909, members of the Australasian Ornithologi.sts* Union visited 
Eyre Penimula and held a camp at Wanilla, some 50 miles north-west of Port 
Lincoln. I'rom here excursions were made as far as the south-east end of the 
Great Australian Bight. The birds noted are recorded by Hall (The Emu, 
ix., 1909-10. p. 123). In this list appear the Raven (Corone australis), the Red¬ 
cap Robin, Rphthiamira albifrons, Fachyccphala pcctoralis, Welcome Swallow. 
Zosterops, three species of Wood-Swallows, Ncophema petrophita, Starlings, 
and Sparrows. A Bronze Cuckoo docs not appear, but its omission docs not 
mean that it does not occur. We thus see that the birds found on the islands 
ocair on the mainland nearly opposite, assuming that the Wood-Swallow seen 
bclong.s to one of the three species noted (if so, Artamus personafus), 

Ix-t us consider these birds in detail. The Crow, or Raven, is a powerful 
flier, and might possibly deliberately visit the island and, at any rate, might 
easily be blown there. Zosterops frequently congregates in little flocks, and 
these may traverse open spaces. Flocks might thus be easily blown to sea, and 
the sudden irruption of these birds in New Zealand a number of years ago 
is believed by many to have been due to a flock having thus been wind-borne. 
At Willis Island, in the Coral Sea, about 250 miles from Cairns, two birds, 
believed from the description to be Zosterops (The Emu, xxii., January, 1923, 
p. 186), arc recorded as “strangers.” Zosterops may thus be taken to be a bird 
liable in its habits to be blown to sea and to survive over long stretches of ocean. 
With strong north and north-east winds it might easily, therefore, from time to 
time l)e blown from its feeding haunts near open coasts to the Pearson Islands. 
If any of the present birds can claim to be descendants of indivkiauls left behind 
originally, it may safely be assumed that over the centuries this blood has been 
diluted again and again by new arrivals. 

Ephthianura albifrons was one of the commonest birds on the islands. Its 
tendency to inhabit open spaces, often near the sea, covered with low shrubs 
.such as .samphire, and its congregation into small flocks, would render it, like 
Zosterops, liable to being frequently blown to sea. 

Welcome Swallows, besides frequenting the neighbourhood of human dwell¬ 
ings, caves, and overhanging rocks, are also found on rocky coasts, such as 
those west of Rosetta Head, at Encounter Bay. In such situations they doubtless 
And suitable nesting sites in the breeding season. On Pearson Islands they 
were seen on a similar rocky coast and flying to and fro amoivst overhanging 
masses of granite near the highest point on the main island. 'Hieir powers of 
flight and frequent coast habitat account for their furesence. 
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The occurrence of the Rock Parrot can be easily explained, considuriii]^ 
its habits, which expose it to the perils of the winds. Hunfl^er may have, at 
times, compelled a flight from other islands, and the Pearson Islands may have 
served as a haven of refuge. 

The Starlings, believed to have been seen, and the very doubtful presence 
of Sparrows, can only be explained by wind dispersal. Starlings would hardly 
seek deliberately such a far-distant speck of land for food. 

The habits of Artauius pcrsonatiis, which in numbers at certain seasons 
.soar often to great • heights into the air, would render these birds liable to 
accidental transport. The presence of a pair only would suggest that the 
passage had been a dangerous one and few had survived, or that a suitable 
insect food supply was insufficiently abundant. 

We are left with the Red-cap Robin and the Pachyccphala. I will deal 
separately with the Rronze Cuckoo as coming in a categorv^ by itself. Red-cap 
Robins are doubtless relatively numerous on the adjacent coast. 1'hey usually 
occur, however, in pairs, though occasionally two full-plumaged cocks and several 
dull-coloured birds may be seen in company. Their daintiness does not suggest 
strong powers of flight. Doubtless an occasional bird is blown to sea, very 
rarely two may be, and make the same haven, Pearson Islands. I'he chances 
would be doubled against the two birds being mates. Tlie origin of the birds 
now present must be left entirely open, though 1 incline to the immigrant view. 

Pachyccphala pcctoralis remains. It occurs on the mainland. Whether 
numerous there, I know not; but in my experience in other parts 1 would 
expect it to be, though not rare, by no means numerous—a pair of birds, sa\, 
to some square miles of country. Here, it seems to me, the chances are 
decidedly against two birds of opposite sexes making this island within a \ear 
or so of each other. Pachyccphala may be an autochthone. 

The presence of a Bronze Cuckoo, of which specie's two birds at least were 
seen and one w^as secured, was a surpri.se. 1'hese birds arc migratory, at least 
in many parts of Australia, though North (Nests and Eggs, iii., j). 23) states 
that Chalcococcy.v basalis may be a permanenl resident of the Sydney district. 
In the Adelaide district they are numerous in the spring and early summer. 
Whither they migrate is unexplained. Mathews (Birds of Australia, vii., 
p. 345) suggests, into the interior of Australia, though the species has an extra- 
Australian range. The important point to consider in connection with ihe 
species is that it is migratory, at least in places, such as southern South Aus¬ 
tralia, Victoria, and Tasmania. Are we to consider the birds found on Pearson 
Islands as migrants or as stationary individuals, such as may be the case 
amongst some in the Sydney area? If the climatic conditions in other j)arts 
of South Au.stralia do not entice these birds to remain all the year round, it 
does not .seem to me likely that the Pearson Islands would do so. If the birds 
deliberately migrated there, there would be no reason why they might not 
retum north equally well. Such a migration and return occur in Tasmania. 
I think we may assume that the Pearson Island birds are as much migrants as 
Tasmanian ones. Does their occurrence on the Pearson Islands then indicate 
that many birds, on reaching the shores of the Bight, proceed on south, though 
i$lands are few—mere specks in the ocean—and many mu.sl perish, the only 
survivors probably of those that leave the immediate vicinity of the mainland 
being the Warson Island ones? I think thi.s view is quite a likely one. lUit 
why do they pass on south? It is perhaps too much to surmise that they seek 
a land which is now submerged, that part of southern Au.stralia that originally 
reached as far as the Pearson Islands and beyond them till the limits of ihe 
continental shelf are reached. This would presuppose that the instinct, directing 
them to a particular area, had remained unabated and unmodified by changed 



122 


geographical conditions over a period of time to be counted in thousands of 
years. 

Etidyptula minor (Forst.) (Little Penguin), Young birds, still with some 
down on the feathers, were numerous under the rocks and in the midst of 
tangled masses of low shrubs. It is interesting to note the height above the 
water and the distance from the sea to which the adult birds travel to lay their 
A. number of dead Penguins were found amongst the shrubs, but the 
cause of their death was not ascertained. Towards dusk, the young birds often 
uttered their peculiar squeaks and were frequently to be seen emer^t^ from 
their recesses and standing up surveying their surroundings, but within easy 
distance of their retreats. It was a surprise to find that the only hair seal killed 
(for scientific purposes) showed an absence of fish in its stomach, but numerous 
half-grown Penguin’s feathers and other evidence of these birds forming its 
staple, if not entire, diet at this time of year. A young Penguin caught had 
a rectal temperature of 40“ C. Ticks (probably Ixodes percavatus, Neum.) 
were present on it. 

Sterna bergi, Lichten. (Crested Tem). Fairly numerous. Male bird 
secured; iris dark brown; bill greenish-yellow; tongue more of a maize-yellow; 
legs black. Total length to tips of bifurcations of wings, 44 cm. Span across 
outspread wings, 92 cm. T., 393® C. Mallophaga present; mites on wings: 
cestodes in intestine. Several small fish in stomach. 

Larus novae-hollandiae, Steph. (Silver Gull). Numerous. 

Gabianus pacificus (Lath.) (Pacific Gull). A number of these handsome 
birds, mostly in adult plumage, were present. The reference to large flocks 
of “albatrosses” in the description of the Pearson Islands ^ven in the “Australia 
Directory” (1907, vol. i.) unquestionably refers to this species. Professor 
Wood Jones found a nest here with two eggs on November 25, 1920. A 
full-plumaged female bird, in attempting to steal a bait, got entangled in a 
fishing line that had been temporarily left unattended. Iris, white; eyelid, 
orange; base of bill, chrome; distal third of bill, red with dark grey along the 
cutting edge; inside of bill, chrome; tongue and floor of mouth between rami 
of lower bill, orange; gape, Orange, except for a narrow chrome-coloured outer 
edge; legs, maize-yellow. Total length, 584 cm. Span across outspread wings, 
134 cm. T., 40° C. Mites on wings. No entozoa detected. Stomach con¬ 
tents, part of a rock crab. 

Hacmaiopus unicolor, Wagler (Black Oyster-catcher). Several pairs of 
these birds were present. One pair in particular returned again and again to 
a particular spot amongst granite boulders and bare ground as if a nest were 
in the neighbourhood, rat none was found. One bird, a male, was secured; 
iris, crimson; eyelid, orange; base of bill, orange like the eyelid passing into 
pinkish-orange in the distal half; inside of bill, orange; pharynx, flesh coloured; 
legs, lilac; toes, maize-yellow. Total length, 52 cm. Span of outspread wings, 
91 cm.; weight, 652 grms. (1 lb. 7 ozs.). T., per cloaram, 41® C; by stomach, 
406® C. Mallophaga present; cestodes in alimentary tract. 

Lobibyx novae^hoUandUu (Steph.) (Spurwing Plover). Three ivere seen 
on the southern part of the island and again on the northern extremity. 

Notophoyx novae-hollandiae (Lath.) (White-faced Heron). A few birds 
were present. 

Demigretta sacra (Gmeh) (Blue Reef-Heron), Seen by some members of 
the party. 

Cereopsis novae-hollandiae, Lath. (Cape Barren (Riose). Three of these 
fine birds were seen flying around the bay as the landing was made, and again 
on several occasions during our stay. 

Phalacroeorax carbo (^L.) (Bla^ Cormorant). A few present. 
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Phaethon rubricaudus, Roll. (Red-tailed Tropic Bird). The presence of a 
pair of “Bo’s’n Birds” on Pearson Island was a surprise to members of the 
party, most of whom had an opportunity of seeing one at least of them. They 
circled round the summit of the north part and occasionally descended to the 
flatter portion on the ea.st. Two members saw one within easy gun-shot (about 
30 yards off) flying low over the tea-tree, .^s it did so. it suddenly dropped 
the beautiful red tail feathers, .suggesting to one of the two. who had not pre¬ 
viously seen a Tropic Bird, that it was passing red dejecta. The bird flew in 
a straight line flapping its wings. It was thought at the time that this would 
prove to be a new record for the State, but. as already metitioned. there is in 
the South Australian Museum the skin of a Red-tailed Tropic Bird seciired 
near Port Lincoln in 1919. 


Haliaetus leucogaster (Gmel.) (White-breasted Sea-Eagle). One at least 
of these fine birds sailed round the summit of the northern part, (wcasionally 
descending to the haunts of the Pacific Gulls near the crossing, when the Gulls 
would vigorously chase it and drive it away. A mass of large sticks and dfhris 
near the summit on the southern part suggested an old nest. 

Cerchneis cenchroides (Vig. and Horsf.) (Nankeen Kestrel). .\ pair of 
these Kestrels had their home at the summit of the southern part. I'lider a 
ledge of rock was an old large stick nest, doubtless l)elonging to them. 

()«•/, A large bird seen once at night and pellets fouiul near the norihern 
summit, suggest the presence of an Owl. 

Neophema petrophila (Gould) (Rock-Parrot). Rock-Parrots constitute a 
considerable part of the land-bird fauna of the main island. Probably more 
than a hundred individuals are present. They are to he found where low shrubs 
and herbaceous plants occupy the soil between granite boulders and slopes, and 
particularly on the gentle limestone slopes, where a more abundant soil supports 
the loose shrub Nitraria, a crucifer (Lepidiutn foliosum, Desv.), and the rosemary¬ 
like composite Olcaria axillaris, F. v. M. On the toj)s of these plants they 
settle before descending to search for seeds, or fly up to thc.se points of vantage 
when alarmed. On other occasions they walk or fly on to exposed granite 
slopes and boulders, thus earning their name of Rock-Parrots. Occasionally 
they run over the flatter surfaces. The note uttered is a little twittering or 
almost whistling sound. 1 have not heard this same note uttered by the closely- 
allied Neophema elegans, a bird which was abundant in burnt scrub, in shrubby 
sandv land, and partly cleared grass land at Encounter Bay a fortnight later. 
In this connection it may be worthy of mention, as showing how an island 
habitat may be gradually acquired, that a flock of Neophema elegans (a bird 
was npt secured for absolute identification) was met with in January, 1920, on 
Wright Island, a small island in Encounter Bay between Rosetta Head and 
Granite Island, about half a mile from the shore and a little over a mile and a 
htrif from where identified N, elegans were present on the mainland. These 
birds apparently pas.sed from the mainland to the island and back again. On 
the i^and they were seen to be feeding on the minute seeds of the native 
tobacco (Nkotiana smvcolens, Lehm.). 


Two specimens of Neophema petrophila were obtained, both males, but 
one in incomplete plumage. Male adult; iris, very dark brown; bill, very dark 
gtey above, pallid horn below; pharynx, flesh coloured; legs, pale greyish- 
brown; claws, blackish. Total length, 22-6 cm. Span of outspread wings, 
30'7 cm. Weight, 53 grms. T., 39'5'’ C. Ornithomyid fly amongst the feathers; 
mhes on wings; numerous cestodcs in intestines. Male not quite adult: soft 

S rts cokmrea as in other bird. Total length, 21 cm. Span of outspread wings, 
■3 cm. Weight. 47 grms. T., 41® C. (Fluttered along after being shot.) 
Ocnithomjrid fly; malh^haga present; mites on wings; cestodes in intestines. 
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Chalcites basalts (Horsf.) (Narrow-billed Bronze Cuckoo). The presence 
of two at least of these birds was a surprise. To the significance of their 
occurrence reference has already been made. A male w'as secured; iris, reddish- 
brown ; bill, black; inside of bill, black; pharynx, greyish flesh; legs, greyish- 
black. Total length, 16 5 cm. Span of outspread wings, 28 cm. Weight, 25 grms 
T., 411°. No ectozoa and no entozoa detected. 

Hirundo neoxena, Gould (Welcome .Swallow). A few Welcome Swallows 
were seen hawking round on the sandy beach on landing and on several occasions 
afterwards. They occasionally settled on the granite boulders. High up the 
side of the northern summit Swallows were seen entering and leaving shallow 
caves made by the weathering of the under parts of huge granite masses. 
Female bird; iris, dark brown; bill, black; pharynx and gape, yellowish; legs, 
black. I'otal length, 165 cm. Span of out.spread wings. .TO cm. T., .17° C 
No ectozoa and no entozoa detected. 

Pctroica goodenovii (Vigors and Horsf.) (Red-cap Robin; In the 
tea-tree (Melaleuca />ar7>/)?ora. Lindl.) scrub and on open sloiies covered with the 
composite Olearia axillaris, F. v. M.. a number of these Robins were noticed 
In one place some eight or ten immature birds or females and one adult cock 
bird (moulting) were met with, the uncoloured birds flying from top to top 
of the low bushes or settling on the bare ground between. Adult male; iris, 
dark brown, nearly black; bill, black; pharynx and gape, orange; legs, black; 
soles, brownish-orange. Total length, 11 cm. Span of outspread wings, 18-5 cm. 
T., 402° C. Mites on wings; no mallophaga detected; no entozoa detected 
Immature; sex (?); iris, very dark brown; bill, brown; pharynx and gape, 
yellow; legs,, blackish; soles, yellowish. T., 41° C. Mites on wings; mallo¬ 
phaga present; no entozoa detected. 

Pachycephala pectoralis (Lath.) ((iolden-breasted Whistler). Mr. Waite 
noted the presence of a Pachycephala, doubtless this species, in 1914. Several 
birds w'cre on the i.sland, being found in the tall tea-tree (Melaleuca parviflora, 
Lindl.) and sheoaks (Casuarina stricta, Ait.). A moulting adult male and an 
immature male were obtained. No tangible differences could be detected 
Ix-tween these and mainland birds. Adult male; iris, reddish-brown; bill, 
black; pharynx, flesh coloured; legs, dark grey. '1'.. 41-3° C. Ornithomyid fly 
amongst feathers; no mallophaga and no entozoa detected. Immature male; 
iris, reddish-brown; bill, black; pharynx, flesh coloured; legs, dark grey. Total 
length, 17 cm. Span of outspread wings. 267 cm. No ectozoa and no entozoa 
detected. 

Ephthianura albifrons (Jard. and Selby) (White-fronfed Chat). A number 
were present frequenting open slopes covered with Mcsembryanthemum and 
other herbs and low bushe.s. Two birds were obtained, a male and a female. 
'J'he colours of the soft parts were the same in each; iris, pale brownish-white 
with a tinge of pink; bill, black; phanmx, greyish flesh; legs, black. Total 
lengths: adult male, 13 cm.; female, lz5 cm. Spans across outspread wings, 
212 cm. and 20-8 cm., respectively. Weights, 15 and 13-7 grms. Ts., 386° C. 
and .392° C. Mites on the wings of both; no entozoa in either. 

Artamus pirsonatus. Gould (Masked Wood-Swallow) (?]. Two pale-bluish 
Wood-Swallows were seen, probably this species, hawking in the air or settling 
on dead or bare branches. They were exceedingly wary and would not allow 
of any near approach, and flew elsewhere after bang disturbed. 

Zostcrops lateralis (Lath.) (Grey-backed White-eye), Silver-eyes were 
amongst the commonest land birds, frequenting especially the limestone slopes 
and places where shrubs grew amongst granne rocks. Here they might be 
heard and occasionally seen as they searched through the undergrowth, composed 
of the rosemary-like composite, the crucifer and Myoporum insitlare, R. Br., 
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more particularly, in search of food. A Myoporum seed was found in the 
intestine of one. Tn spite of the island being uninhabited, they were unduly 
wary; more so, in fact, than on the mainland. "J'hree birds were shot, two 
females and a male; iris, brown in one female, light brown in the other two 
birds: bill, in all brown above, pallid below except the tip; pharynx, yellowish 
flesh; legs, pallid brownish-white to pale brown. Total lengths: female No. 2, 
116 cm.: male, 12 cm. Spans of outspread wings: female No. 1, 16 3 cm.; 
female No. 2, 165 cm.; male, 18-2 cm. Weights: female No. 1, 10 grms.; 
female No, 2, 11 gnus. 1's., C".. 40*3® (\. and 301 respectively. 

No cctozoa and no entozoa detected in any. 

(^orvHs coronotdes, Vig. and Horsf. (Australian Crow). Controversy .still 
lages as to whether in Australia we have two sj>ecies of large Crows or only 
one s}>ecies, but that a variable one. All ornithologists agree that the small 
white-eyed Oow, Corvus hcnticiti, North, is a definite species diflFering not 
only 111 size but in habits from the larger Crows. At a recent meeting of the 
South Australian Ornithologists' Association the pros, and cons, for a single 
species of large Crow were fully discussed, and the question was finally left 
undecided. The colour of the iris, it is clear, counts for nothing, immature 
birds having a brown iris and mature ones a white. 'I'he presence of hackles 
on the breast seemed also to be a matter of age. T he colour of the bases of the 
feathers of the neck and back has been relied on as a guide. In some birds 
this is while, in others it is greyish, but the grey tint varies in degree. I hese 
grey-feathered birds arc spoken of as Ravens, in contradistinction to the white- 
feathered I rows, so the depth of grey would necessitate considering some speci¬ 
mens as more “ravenish" than others. As the company of Crows on JVarson 
Island, probably some 30 or 40 in number, might be looked on as possibly 
having all had an origin from common parents, and consequently as all belonging 
to one species, several birds were .shot in order to note any diflFcrences in 
individuals. All three birds turned out to be males, and all three had undul\ 
large bills. One bird was a little smaller than its fellows and was obviously 
not mature. It differed from the others in having brown eyes instead of while 
ones, an absence of hackles on the breast, and an irregular pigmentation of the 
pharynx and tongue, instead of a uniform black tint. All three birds had grey 
liases to the feathers. 

'Fhe following data were noted in connection with the three Crows shot : — 
Adult male No. 1: Iris, white; bill, legs, and pharynx, black; total length, 
48*5 an.; span of outspread wdngs, % cm.; mites on wings; mallophaga; 
nematodes in stomach and oesophagus. Adult male No. 2; Iris, white; bill, 
legs, tongue, and pharynx, black; total length, 56 cm.; span of outstretched 
wings, 104 cm.; mallophaga present; ccstode; food present, the bones and fur 
of a rat. Immature male: Iris, dark brown; bill, black inside and out; tongue 
and pharynx whitish with irregular black patches; legs, black; total length, 
545 cm.; span of outspread wings, 985 cm.; T., 41-6'^ C\ (hot day). In the 
istomach, a number of leaves apparently of Melaleuca and Chenopodiaceous plants, 
but no animal matter. An occupied nest was seen on the north part of the 
island, and Professor W ood Jones found tliese birds nesting in Casuariua on 
Novenib^ 25, 1920. 

Stunius vulgaris (English Starling). A small flock was seen flying on two 
occaaidns over the southern part of the island. This record cannot be considered 
as eatablighed beyond all doubt. 

Passer domesticHs (House Sparrow). This record is very doubtful. A 
fleeting glance of two or three birds that suggested sparrows and a note uttered 
which tvas also suggestive h all we have to go on. They were not seen again. 
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Fakasites infesting the Species of Biros. 

Cestodes were found in:— 

Sterna bcrgi, Hacmatopus micolor, Neophetna petrophila, and Corvus 
coronoides. 

Nematodes were found in:— 

Corvns coronoides. 

Mallophaga were present in:— 

Sterna bergi, Haematopus mtcolor, Neophema petrophila, Pctroica 
goodenovii, and Corvus coronoides. 

Mites were present on the wings in:— 

Sterna bergi, Gabianus pacificus, Neophetna petrophila, Pelroica goodenovii, 
Ephthianura albifrons, and Corvus coronoides. 

Ticks were present on:— 

Eudyptula minor. 

Ornithoinyid flies were present on:— 

Neophetna petrophila and Pachycephala pectoralis. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

Na 10.—THE SNAKES OF FRANCIS ISLAND. TOGETHER WITH A NOTE 
ON THE NAME OF THE GEOGRAPHICAL GROUP. 

By Edgak R. Waite, F.L.S., C.M.Z.S., Director .S.A. Museum. 
(Contribution from the South Australian Mu.seum.) 

[Read June 14, 1923.] 

In recent publications, both of writings and maps, the group of island^ 
referred to is entitled Nuyt’s Archipelago, but the name of the illustrious Dutch¬ 
man commemorated was not Nuyt, but Nuyts, or, in Dutch, Nuijts. It would 
seem, therefore, that the group of islands should be designated Nuyts 
Archipelago. 

In a publication bv Prof. |. E. lleeres*’’ the folloNving passages occur 
(p. 51):- 

XVIII (1627). 

DISCOVERY OF THE SOUTH-WEST CO AS'!' OF AUS'l'RALlA 
BY THE SHIP HET OULDEN ZEEPAARD, COMMANDED 
BY PIETER NUIITS. 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF InDIA, AND BY THE 
SKIPPER FRANCOIS THIJSSEN OK 'I'HIJSZOON. 

A. 

Daily Register of what happened here at Datat'ia from the first 
of January, i 62 j. 

. . . . C)n the 10th (of April) there arrived here from the 

Netherlands the ship t’Gulden Seepaart fitted out by the Zealand 
Chamber, having on hoard the Honble Pieter Nu)rts, extraordinary' 
Councillor of India, having sailed from there on the 22nd of May, 

1626 .... 

B. 

Hessel Gerritss-Huydecofier Chart (A’o. 5 .—VII D). 

This chart has't land van Pieter Nuijts (discovered January 26. 
1627) and the islands of Sint Francois and Sint Pieter. 


The only snake that appears to have been definitely identified from the 
group of islands forming the Nuyl.s Archipelago is the common carpet snake 
(Python (spUotes) variegata. Gray), and an example of this species was obtained 
On St. Francis Island by Sir Joseph Verco, who at one period devoted consider- 
td)le time to investigating the fauna of the waters of our various islands, in 
pursuance of his special study, the Mollusca. 

Flinders met with a snake on St. Francis, recording its occurrence as “a 
yellow snake, which was the second killed on this island.” 

Quite recently Mr. Francis Arnold, who resides on the island, told my 
colleague. Professor Wootl Jones, that he knows of five kinds of snakes there, 
which he named as follows:—Carpet snake, black snake, brown snake, jumping 

0) Hwres, “The pert borne by the Dutch in the discovery of Australia, 1606-1765,” I,eiden 
aiM London,, UM. 

<*) Manh^ Flinders, Voy. Terra Austr., i., 1814, p. 109. 
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snake, and a small non-designated species, a specimen of which he sent to 
Adelaide. 

The first-named may he the python ; the jumping snake is a legless Hprd 
(Lialis burtomi, Gray), a specimen of which was secured by Professor Wood 
Jones during his recent visit. It derives its local name from the peculiar and 
rapid action with which it escapes from a grass tussock during the periodic 
burning of the scrub. 

What the black and brown snakes arc we cannot yet say; they may be 
merely colour phases of a single species. The small unnamed snake presented 
to the Museum (numbered R. 1157) by Professor Wood Jones proves to be an 
example of 

Denisonja coronoides, (Jrunthei*. 

Hoploccphalus coronoides, Gilnther, Cat. Colubrino Snakes. Bn't. Mus., 1858, p. 215. 

Denisonta coronoidcs, Boulenger, Cat Snakes, Brit. Mus., iii., 18%, p. 336 (synonoiny). 

The island specimen of this common South Australian species is quite 
typical. Tt may be noted that the striations on the scales, said to be distinct, are 
so fine that they cannot he detected with the unaided eye. 



ICL, lb. 



K.KxaLe« 

1c, 

Fig. 1. 

Head of Denuonia corthioidcs. Id, Upper view; 16, lower view; Ic, profile. 
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THE EXTERNAL CHARACTERS OF POUCH EMBRYOS OF MARSUPIALS. 
No. 5.—PHASCOLARCTUS CINEREUS. 

By Bhedkric Wood Jones, D Sc., F.Z S , 

Professor of Anatomy in the Univcrsit> of Adelaide. 

[Read May 10, 1923.] 

Plate X. 

Young stages of Phasoclarctus appear to be by no means common in col¬ 
lections. So far, I have had the opportunity of examining only one example, 
received in exchange by the kindness of Mr. Ileber Longman, Director of the 
Queensland Museum. 



Fig. 1. 

Phascolarctus ctncrcus. 

Lateral view to show the general distribution of the hair tracts. 

This specimen, which measures 110 mm. in R.V. length, is in the best 
possible stage for charting the hair tracts. Besides the peculiarities of the hair 
tracts^ there are so many features of interest in the external characters that the 
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j^>ecini«Q is worth describing for its own sake, although no comparison can be 
made with <^der or younger examples. The specimen is a male. 

Hai)^ Trofts ,—’In every way the Koala shows a remarkable complexity in 
the disposition of its hair tracts, a condition which is not readily appreciated 



Phascolarctus ctncrcus. 

The characters of the head and face. 

by inspection of the woolly coat of the adult. The disposition of the tracts is 
shown in lateral and dorsal view in figs. 1 and 2. 

Upon the head and face there is nothing very remaikable to note The 
dorsal extension of the rhinarium at this stage is pubescent with very minute 



46wn haifa^ tfU of which are directed uniformly backwards. There is no reversal 
Above the twnarium; and upon the muzzle, face, and chin the hair is all directed 
eaadad. The general backward slope is only interrupted at a line (indicated 
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by L in the figures) which crosses the head at the anterior (superior) attachment 
of the auricle, and is continued down the side of the face ancf to the throat just 
in front of the ear. Caudad of this line the hair is directed forward, streaming 
directly cephalad on to the occiput, outwards on the dorsum of the auricle, and 
downwards and forwards on the neck. These cephalad pointing hairs are part 
ot a whorled system (marked H.) which takes its rise upon the mid line of the 
back between the attachments of the two fore limbs. The vortex lies practically 
in the middle line, and the stream of hair points counter-clockwise. Hair from 
the vortex streams cephalad, as we have seen, and also downw^ards and forwards 
on the chest, downwards and caudad on the fore limbs, and directly caudad to 
the lower limit of the thorax. At the lower costal margin this caudally-directed 
stream meets a directly reversed stream at a well-marked line of convergence 
(marked III.), which passes from the dorsal region around the flanks and 
abdomen in front of the hind limb. The hair which streams cephalad to this 
line emanates from bilateral vortices (IV. and IV?), situated close to the middle 
line over the sacral region. Of these two vortices the one on the left side is 
disposed counter-clockwise, and the one on the right side clockwise. This 



Fig. S. 

Phascolarctus cinereus^ 
Characters of the external ear. 


disposition leads to the production of a mid dorsal convergent stream-line 
cephalad to the whorls (between them and the costal margin) in which the hair 
is directed cephalad and towards the mid line; and a mid dorsal convergent 
line caudad of the whorls in which the hair is directed caudad and towards the 
mid line. A little peak of liair marks the site of the absent tail. From the 
sacral vortices the hair streams downwards, with a general post-axial trend, 
upon the thigh and leg. Upon the front, and rather to the fibular side of the leg, 
and just above the ankle, is a further partially whorled area (marked V., in 
fig. 1). At this area of reversal, the hair streams upwards upon the fibular side 
of the leg, and, meeting the downward convergent stream from above, produces 
a well-marked convergent line, a divergent area being situated just above the 
flexure of the ankle. Upon the fore limb there are no reversals; but the post- 
axial convergent stream is particularly well marked. 

Sensory l^ibrissae and PapilUser-^^Oytt the whole body, the sensory vibrissae 
and papillae are peculiarly reduced. The facial vibrissae are rroresented by 
sparse and reduced members of only three of the typical five sets. The mystadi 
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group is reduced to about half a dozen short hairs, which have not the typical 
straight and elongated character of the bristles of this group, for they show a 
tendency to be curved, and to ijierge with the general hairy covering of the 
muzzle. Such as are well defined spring from the anterior portion of their usual 
area. A few somewhat inconspicuous bristle hairs represent the supraorbital 



Fig. 6. 

Phascolarctus cifh^reus. 
Palmar surface of left manus. 


set. I am unable to distinguish any members of the genal group, though Pocock 
figures two stout bristles in the adult (he, however, makes no reference to them 
ill the text). ITie pale submentals are distinguished in but little, save their 
length and direction, from the general hair of the chin region, and the interramals 
are unrecognizabre. I find no trace of ulnar carpal vibrissae. nor are any 
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senso^ papillae or vibrissae to be distinguished upon any other part of the 
body in this specimen. 

The Rhinmum ,—In the adult the rhinari];un is one of the most remarkable 
features of the animal, and all the adult peculiarities arc well established in this 
specimen. It is curious both in form and extent. The causation and function 



Fia. 7. 
Phastolaretm cineteus. 
Plantar aspect of left pes. 


of this peculiar rhinarium, continued so far caudad in its dorsal part, await 
solution. The nares are $lit4ike, and owiw to the extreme shortness of the 
mesial nasal process (columella and phtkrunOr they are pradicaHy confluent in 
their lower median extremities. Superfldally the great lateral nasal processes 
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remain ununitcd, and it might be said that a most primitive type of anterior 
nares was grafted on to a most highly specialized type of rhinarium. The lower 
extremity of the mesial nasal process falls considerably short of the line of the 
upper lip, so that the animal may be said to have a well-marked median “hare¬ 
lip/’ The whole rhinarium is clothed at this stage by very minute down hairs, 
and its surface is finely punctate. In consequence of the presence of these fine 
down hairs, Pocock has been led into making the rather rash assertion that “there 
is no true rhinarium,” a rather curious descriptive phrase for the animal which 
has the most conspicuous rhinarium of any marsupial. The dorsal shield-like 
expansion reaches caudad slightly past the anterior canthus of the eye. 

The External Ear .—At this stage the external ear already shows the curious 
hair-covered flap-like appearance that is so characteristic of the adult. The concha 
is hairy both within and without, and a conspicuous tuft springs from the crus 
of the helix. There are here developed two genuine tragoid projections— 
genuine in the sense that they spring from the helix and not from the antihelix. 
These true tragoid projections are marked x in fig. 5. The antihelix is well 
developed, and at the middle of its length it is inflected and folded upon itself, 
so that it might be said that a superior and an inferior processus antihelicis were 
present, though neither upper nor lower portion can rightly be termed a processus. 
Of the adult condition of the auricle Thomas says, “The metatragus is almost 
obsolete,” and by metatragus he doubtless refers to the superior part of the 
antihelix. In Pocock’s description of the ear of the adult, and in the comparison 
of it with that of Trichosurus vulpecula, the homologies of the various anatomical 
parts of the concha are not appreciated in consequence of the limitation of the 
examination to adult material only. The inferior portion of the antihelix is 
bounded behind by a depression which constitutes a wide but shallow bursa or 
sulcus auris posterior. The auricle of Phascolarctus at this stage presents a 
strange and interesting admixture of characters which can only be interpreted by 
reference to forms not yet described in this series of papers. 

Manus .—The digital formula is 4>3>5>2>1. The manus presents 
the characteristic feature of the opposition of digits 1 and 2 to digits 3, 4, and 5; 
a condition which leads to a peculiar broadening of the palm in its proximal 
part. The first digit is not in any way specialized. The apical pads are well 
developed, and are striated; but the striations are not particularly deeply 
sculptured or conspicuous. The rest of the palm is granular, and although 
a linear arrangement of the granulations is apparent, no definite striations are 
formed in any part. The palmar pads are not well defined. The manus is 
relatively very lar^e. All digits are armed with strong curved claws. 

Pes .—The digital formula is 4 > 3-2 > 5 > 1. The syndactylous digits are 
extremely well developed, being longer than the fifth digit and nearly as long 
as the fourth. Digit 1 is short and matly broadened; it possesses no nail. 
Strong curved claws are present on all mt other digits. The apical pads are well 
developed and striated. The whole of the sole is panular from the bases of 
the apical pads to the back of the heel. Plantar pads are not well developed. 

External Genitalia .—The cloacal papilla is prominent and the genital tubercle 
is just exposed within its orifice in this example. 

References:—(1) Oldfield Thomas, Cat Brit. Mus., 1888, p, 209; (2) 
Rocock, R. I., Proc. Zool. Soc., 1921, pp. 591-607. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATE X. 

PhascolarctM cinereus. 

P<mch etalnyo Irom Queensland Museum, 110 mm. in R.y. length. Slightly enlarged. 
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THE EXTERNAL CHARACTERS OF POUCH EMBRYOS OF 

MARSUPIALS. 

No. 6.—DA8YCERCUS CRISTICAUDA. 

By Frederic Wood Jones, D.Sc., F.Z.S., 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Adelaide. 

[Read July 12. 1923.} 

Of this somewhat rare and particularly interesting pouched-mouse I have 
been able to examine the external characters of fourteen young specimens. 
These embryos constitute two litters—^Ihe one a series of seven, which measure 



Fig. 1. 

Dasycercus cristiemda. 

Hair tracts of a male embryo, 25 mm. R.V. length. 


15 mm. in R.V. measurement; and the other, also a brood of seven, which are 
10 mm. longer in the same measurement. For all these young animals I am 
indebted to Mr. A. G. Bolain, of Ooldea, who forwarded the female animals, 
the one dead and preserved in spirit, and the other living. 

The living animal was received on August 15. 1922, and she and her young 
were under close observation until September 17, on which day she unfortunately 
died. The very rudimentary condition of the marsupium, by which all the 
developing young are freely ex;posed for inspection upon the ventral surface of 
the mother, n»kes their study a particularly interesting one. The young animals 
were 25 mm. in R.V, length when the mother died. Tney freed themselves from 
the nipples after her death and were very vigorous, but they were impossible to 
rear by artiheial methods. 
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It is a very remarkable thing to see the female animal stumbling about 
with the seven large young clinging to the nipples. They make a load which 
one would have thought her incapable of supporting, and yet the wonderfully 
active creature will chase insects and kill mice regardless of her burden. It 
might also seem that the naked and unprotected young would be perpetually 
liable to injury since their backs depend to the ground, and they are dragged 
about here and there as the mother’s activities dictate. How long they remain 
adhering to the nipples is, so far, unknown; but it is hoped that the point may 
be cleared up, since this beautiful little animal is easy to keep in captivity. 'J'he 
young are robustly built, large-headed little creatures, with the face remarkably 
short and the upper jaw somewhat retracted. 

Hair .—The hair upon the head is well developed and already pigmented 
when the embryo is no longer than 15 mni. in R.V. length. Hair is not discern- 
ablc upon the rest of the body at this stage; and it is rather remarkable that 
no sensory papillae or vibrissae are recognizable at this stage. In the 25 mm. 
R.V. embryos the hair is beginning to appear all over the body, but it is still 



Facial vibrissae of an embr>o, 25 mm. R.V. length. 

much more conspicuous and more deeply pigmented upon the head. All papillae 
and vibrissae arc now well developed. 

Hair tracts ,—The arrangement of the hair upon the whole of the head, 
body, and limbs is of basal simplicity. The face, head, and the whole of the 
trunk and tail are clothed with hair having a uniform caudad trend. Upon the 
limbs the hair is uniformly in a distal and post-axial direction. I'here are no 
reversals, partings, convergences, or vortices anywhere. (See fig. 1.) 

Vibrissae and papillae,—Although not distinguishable at the 15 mm. stage, 
all pwillae and vibrissae are well developed in the 25 mm, embryos. 

racial vibrissae ,—The vibrissae and papillae are well developed upon the 
face* but the submental group appears to be entirely lacking. In the adult 
there are some partially differentiated pale bristles in the submental region; 
but these are not recognizable at this stage. The supraorbital papilla is well 
marked* situated almost at the mid point of the upper eyelid, and giving rise to 
a couple of dark vibrissae. The mystacial set is clearly divided into an upper 
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and a lower group. The linear arrangement of this group is not easy to deter¬ 
mine; but four rows would seem to be defined. The upper group, of which 
the individual hairs are dark in colour, is directed upwards and badwards; the 
lower group, of which the individual hairs are pale or white, is directed down¬ 
wards and backwards. The same distribution and distinction in colour applies 
to the genal set, which consists of about half a dozen bristles arising from a 



Dasycercus cristicauda. 

The well-developed ulnar carpal papilla and its vibrissae. 

particularly well-developed papilla. The interramal papilla is very conspicuous 
and gives origin to a group of three pale vibrissae. (See fig. 2.) 

Brachial vibrissae ,—Upon the limbs there is only one papilla developed, and 
this—^the ulnar carpal—^is particularly large. Some half a dozen well- 
differentiated bristles spring from it. (See fig. 3.) 



Dasyctrnu cristicauda. 

Full face view of a small embryo, 25 nun. R.V. length, 
to show the condition of dau rhinarium. 

The rhinarium .—The short muzzle shows a rather distinct ridge which runs- 
Over the dorsum of the snout region belnnd the rhinarium. the ridge being 
ejcpresserf by a slight swelling which tefids to be limited behind by a slight furrow. 
The ridge and the furrow are expressions of the abbreviation of the maxillary 
portion of the muzzle which is a conspicuous feature of the young animal. Tte 
naked rhinarium is somewhat square In outline, it is mooved in the middle line, 
and the anterior nares are cleft laterally. The rhinanum narrows but little as it 
passes to the upper lip, to which it makes a very considendtle contribotion. 
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there being, not a narrow labial prolon^tion, or a mere philtrum, but a broad 
area of the mesial nasal process in the middle third of the upper lip. (See fig. 4.) 

The external ear .—In all stages examined the auricle is directed backwards. 
The actual development of the various auricular processes is exceedingly inter¬ 
esting. The mandibular portion of the auricle is at first prominent, and appears 
as a ridge, which is lobed and folded in its inferior extremity. In the lower 
portion of this ridge there seems to be at the 15 mm. stage the rudiments of a 
tragus and a tragus pocket; but with increasing growth the mandibular processes 
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Fig. 5. 

Dasycercus cristicawia. 

Three stages in the development of the auricle. 

A, a IS imn. R.V. embryo.; B, a 25 mm. R.V. embryo; C, a young adult. 

become flattened and riband-like, and finally appear as a tortuous sculpturing 
tmon the pre-auricula region. The hydkl processes are at first three in number. 
Of which the middle one is by far the most prominent. The middle process of 
the antihelix becomes progressively elevated and flattened from side to side, 
and ultimately appears as the almost learf-like processes antihelicis of the adult. 
(See 5,) 

ifetmu .—^The digital formula of the 25 mm. young is3>4>2>5>l; a 
formula which is also typical of the adult. The digits are fusiform, tapering 
towards the tips, and no apical pads are obvious. The whole of the palm is 
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granular. There are four typical interdigital pads. The thenar pad is present 
but small. The hypothenar pad is very well developed. A well-marked granule 
is differentiated in the centre of each pad. 

Pes .—The digital formula is3>4>5>2>l;or3=:4>5>2>l. In the 
adult the typical formula is 4>3>5>2>1. Ajjical pads are not obvious 
on the fusiform digits. Three typical interdigital pads are present at 
the bases of digits 2-3, 3-4, 4-5. In addition there is a small first 
interdigital pad at the base oi the first digit. This pad is absent in the adult, at 
which stage the first digit is itself far more reduced than it is in the 25 mm 
young. It should be noted, however, that the degree of adult development 
of the first digit is extremely variable. The sole is entirely granular. A well- 
marked granule is present in the centre of each pad, but no sculpturing is as yet 
visible on the central granule. 




Dasycercus cristicauda. 

Left manus and pea of a 25 mm. R.V. embryo. 

External genitalia .—The male genital tubercle is exposed beyond the cloaca! 
margin at the 25 mm. stage. 

The mammary area of the female is of particular interest. Of the three 
females of the 25 mm. stage, one shows two bilateral mammary primordia, the 
second shows the two bilateral primordia and a single median more caudad 
primordium, and in the third (illustrated at fig. 7) there is a suggestion of a 
median division of the posterior mediaa primordium. Very faint elevations run 
upon the lateral aspects of these mammary primordia and tend to delimit the 
mammary area from the general skin surface of the lower portion of the abdomen. 
Later stages should reveal changes of considerable interest. In the adult there 
are from 6 to 8 nipples arrang^ in crescentic lines. Qmsiderable irregularity 
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seems to prevail in the actual arrangement of the nipples. In nur.sing females 
the distortion due to traction may possibly upset the normal order of disposi¬ 
tion, but in two nursing females examined the condition appears to be a very 
irregular one. In the first female (shown at A, in fig. 8) four nipples are present 
in a crescentic line upon the right side of the marsupium area, whilst on the 
left side twin nipples represent the most cephalic member of the scries, 
and a single nipple corresponds to the third member on the right side. 



F.g 7. 

Dasxccrcus cristuauda. 

P'cmalc at the 25 mm. staKc to show the 
marsupium-arca and mammary pnmordia. 



Dasyccrcus ensfuauda. 

Diagram to show the arrangement of the 
nipples in two nursing female specimens 
of Dasyccrcus cristicauda. 


In the other female (B, in fig* 8) three nipples are on the right, and on the 
left twin nipples correspond to the first, and single nipples to the other two 
members of the right-sided series. It is hoped that during the coming season 
more material of this primitive and interesting didelphian may be obtained, and 
that further stages of mammary development may be studied. 
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Tiue STRUCTURE AND ACTION OP "STRIATED" MUSCLE FIBRE. 

By O. W. Tieos, D.Sc.» 

Zoology Department, University of Adelaide. 

tRead May 10. 1923.] 

Plates XI. to XIV. 

So numerous have been the investigations on the structure and action of 
striated muscle tissue, and so well do our general ideas on the subject appear 
to be established to-day, that a re-examination of the whole question may appear 
superfluous. Nevertheless, observations which I have been making recently 
have led me to conclude that many of our accepted ideas are quite erroneous, 
and I shall not hesitate to discuss the subject once more. 

Historical Introduction. 

Among those who have investigated the structure of striated muscle are to 
be mentioned Leeuwhenhoek, Bowman, Dobie, Kblliker, W. Krause, Hensen, 
Merkel, Engelmann, Schafer, Rutherford, Retzius, Rollctt, Ramon y Cajal, 
McDougall. 

Leeuwhenhoek is said to have regarded the striations as being in the form 
of a spiral thread wound around the outside of the cylindrical fibres. Bowman 
(1840) investieated the structure of the fibres carefully, and regarded the dark 
striations as closely packed discs stretching across the fibres; he recognized 
also the presence of muscle fibrillae. Nine years later Dobie observed a very 
faint line between the striations, to which Rutherford (1897) gave the name 
Dobie's Line. This “line” was shown by the investigations especially of 
Schafer (1873) to consist of a very delicate membrane which stretched right 
across the fibre (Krause’s Membrane), on either side of which a layer of minute 
dim dots are to be seen; these dots, together with Krause’s membrane, are to 
be looked upon as constituting Dobie's line. Rutherford, on the other hand, 
regarded Krause’s membrane as being confined to the fibrils, and it was, accord¬ 
ing to him, not to be looked upon as a complete membrane stretching across 
the fibres. Schafer’s opinion has prevailed, and is, I am convinced, the correct 
one. 

In 1868 Hensen described the pale stripe often seen passing through the 
striation (Hensen’s Line), By some authors (e.g., McDougall and Merkel) 
this line was regarded as a membrane stretching across the fibre like Krause’s 
membrane. Rutherford, however, denies this view, and it is not accepted to-day. 

Bowman, in his original account, had r^rded the transverse discs as 
composed of minute particles closely arranged sme by side so as to moduce the 
disc, and less closely united behind one another to form the fibrils. To Kdlliker 
(1851) we owe the modem conception that the fibrils are the primary com¬ 
ponents of the fibres, the arrangement of their individual striations to form 
the discs of the fibre being secondary. To a structureless substance lying between 
these fibrils, Rollet has given the name Sarcoplasma. 

Meanwhile Schafer (1891) workittt with the sarcosfyles of the wing muscles 
of insects, structures wluch he regar<^ as hij^ly differentiated fibrillae, has 
actaally been able to observe internal differentiation of these delicate structures, 
minute tubules being observed in the region of the striation when examined with 
very high powers. As late as 1897, however, Rutherford wrote: “The finett 
structure of the fibrils is b^ond the reach of the microscope, so that the secret 
of contraction will ever renuun hidden.'* 
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Equally contradictory views have been held on the actual process of con¬ 
traction. The observation of Schafer that isolated sarcostyles of insect wing 
muscles can contract showed clearly that it is not in the sarcoplasm that we 
must look for the contractile mechanism, as Cajal believed. Bowman, in his 
original communication, had regarded contraction as taking place by the swelling 
of the striations. McDougall believed the swelling to be due to the passage, 
probably by osmosis, of water from the sarcoplasm into the fibrils. Schafer 
has combated this view, and the inherent slowness of the process of diffusion 
under an osmotic pressure prevents its acceptance when wc consider that during 
tetanus, mammalian muscles may contract at the rate of at least fifty times per 
second. 

But even those who consider the contractile process to be confined to the 
fibrils differ in their interpretation of the action. According to Merkel, the dark 
portion of each sarcomere (sarcous element) diffuses during contraction through 
the sarcomere and accumulates around Krause’s membrane, while the light por¬ 
tion in turn moves towards Hensen’s line, so that there occurs a reversal of 
striation. Engelmann, on the other hand, concluded in 1873 that during con¬ 
traction the dark part of each sarcomere, which was doubly refracting towards 
polarised light, remained, even in the fully contracted state, in the middle of 
the fibre, and that any reversal of striations in Merkel’s sense was due to 
peculiar optical effects. This view, mainly through the work of Schafer, is 
maintained by most competent histologists to-day. Schafer (1891) described 
a swelling of the sarcous elements in the highly differentiated wing muscles of 
insects, a process which he regarded as being due to the passage of the clear 
singly refracting material from the region of Krause’s membrane into the sarcous 
element. By this means Krause’s membrane became drawn up nearer to the 
sarcous elements; the latter bulged, due to the absorption of some of the singly 
refracting substance, and the slight increase in volume of the doubly refracting 
material that Engelmann had observed, was accounted for. 

Rutherford (1897) took a view intermediate between that of Merkel on 
the one hand, and of Engelmann and Schafer on the other. He conceived con¬ 
traction as consisting of two processes: (a) A flow of clear (singly refracting) 
material into the sarcou.s element (similar to that of Schafer), and (b) u, sub¬ 
sequent accumulation of dark material in the region of Krause’s membrane (as 
observed by Merkel). Rutherford’s view has not found acceptance by modern 
histologists. 

Nevertheless, an examination of fixed contraction waves in muscle fibres 
shows most clearly that a reversal of striations, even if only apparent, has 
taken place. Nothing more convincing than the beautiful figure given by 
Schafer of a contraction wave in a muscle fibre of Dytiscus could be desired, 
Schafer accounts for the reversal in the following ingenious manner: ‘‘As the 
sarcous elements swell out more and more during contraction, the interfibrillar 
sarcoplasm becomes pressed from the spaces between the sarcous elements of 
adjacent fibrils, and accumulates in the region of Krause’s membrane.” It is 
this movement of the sarcoplasm which he regards as causing the reversal of 
striations. 

The Structure, Action, and Development op Striated Muscle Fibres 
(excluding Wing-Muscles of Insects). 

Methods employed ,—For the examination of the minute structure of muscle 
fibre, 2 have througnoat employed sections cut from paraffin blocks, and stained 
with iron hpcmatoxylin. Cold Bouin’s Piro-Formol mixture was used as a 
fixative (hot fixative must be avoided, as it causes rapture of the sarcous 
etements). Gold chloride preparations were also used, but, though these give 
sharply defined preparations of entire fibres, yet for the minute details of 
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intrafibrillar structure, they are much suq>assed by the brilliant iron haematoxylin 
method of staining. For the examination of entire fibres ordinary glycerine or 
gold chloride mounts are sufficient. 

Schafer's observations on the minute structure of the fibrils were mainly 
made with the aid of the sarcostyles of insect wing muscles. A much more 
suitable material to employ* however, is the muscular tissue from fully-grown 
insect larvae. Growth of the larvae of metabolic insects takes place mainly as 
a result of a great hypertrophy of cells which are present already in newly-hatched 
larvae; there is no increase in their number, but they merely grow in size. 
There is usually not even an increase of their differentiation; everything* cellular 
and intracellular, is merely greatly hypertrophied, and such tissues obviously 
offer a great advantage for the study of structures which arc just visible with 
the highest powers of the microscope. This will be clearly realized by comparing 
figs. 3 and 7 (pis. xi. and xii.); both are magnified 3,400 times. Fig. 3 is a 
fibril from a nearly full-grown beetle larva; fig. 7 represents some sarcostyles 
fronj the wing muscles of a wasp. 

The results obtained with this excellent material I have throughout verified 
by the examination of skeletal muscle fibres from vertebrates, and the leg 
muscles of adult insects. 

A remark may be made here regarding the interpretation to be placed 
high-power examination of stained preparations. Many regard structures 
visible under such magnifications as artefacts due to the reagents employed. 
While this cannot be denied, it may be pointed out that if there is any dis¬ 
tortion, some structures must have been previously present to be distorted; 
and while we cannot ascertain the actual living appearance of many of the 
minute structures thus rendered visible, still we can usually be certain of their 
definite existence. It should also be pointed out that results obtained by the 
high-power examinations of mitotic figures have been largely verified by the 
examination of living material. 

In a recent paper (1922) 1 pointed out that the striations of voluntary 
muscle fibres did not run transversely across the fibres in the form of discs, as 
Bowman had originally supposed, but that they were disposed in the form of 
a double spiral which travelled from one end of the muscle fibre to the other. 
A double helicoid would have been a more accurate description. This structure 
is not, of course, to be looked upon as a continuous membrane in the form of 
^ a double helicoid, but is a structure composed of minute sarcous elements packed 
closely together, and so disposed within the fibre as to form the double helicoid. 
Usually this spiral arrangement of the striations is most difficult to detect, on 
account of the closeness»with which it is wound. The observation becomes 
much easier if well-stretched fibres are examined, but even then considerable 
care is needed to observe it. It was the helicoid which Leeuwhenhoek saw and 
which he regarded as a thread running spirally around the fibre. It was also 
a partial view of this structure that Schafer observed when he wrote; "‘When 
the muscular fibres are deeply focussed, the appearance of the striae becomes 
somewhat altered, and a hnc line, often dotted, is seen passing across the 
middle of each light band.*' This is regarded as constituting Dobie's line, but 
is not identical with the structure spoken of by that name in the historical 
introduction above. The line is visible only in the middle of the fibre, and the 
smallest turn of the focussing screw downwards shows it to be continuous with 
another striation on the *‘lower’* half of the fibre. It is, indeed, merely the 
indistinct view of the turn of the spiral on the opposite side, and^iot a distinct 
structure. 

A careful examination of hypertrophied larval insect muscles amply justifies 
the view held by Schafer that Krause's membrane is a complete membrane, passing 
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from fibril to fibril across the interfibrillar space and not confined to the fibrils, 
as Rutherford supposed. Its constant position between successive sarcous 
elements shows that it, also, must be arranged not as a series of successive discs, 
but as a double helicoid— complete, however, and not composed of minute 
elements (sarcous elements), as in the case of the ‘‘striations."' The membranes 
of Krause, as Krause himself observed, are always inserted upon the sarcolemma 
(see figs. 1 and 2, pi. xi.). 

The quantity of sarcoplasm between the fibrils^varies considerably; in the 
muscles of very sluggish insect larvae it is present in only (piite small quantities 
(fig. 1, pi. xi.). In the more active vertebrate muscles it is present in larger 
quantity, especially just beneath the sarcolemma. In the powerftil wing-moving 
muscles of insects it is present sometimes in very large c[uantities; and in the 
most active of all these muscles, vis., the wing-moving muscles of large wood 
moths or heavy beetles, it may be much more prominent than the fibrils them¬ 
selves (see fig. 9, pi. xii.). In some insect wing muscles the sarcoplasm may, 
in fixed preparations, at any rate, show a curious architecture, strongly resembling 
the striations of other muscles; so prominent is this, that the true striations 
are not seen at first glance, and can only be observed by carefully examining 
the individual fibrils (fig. 9, pi. xii.). 

When the individual sarcomeres are examined in the uncontracted condition 
each is seen to be a cylindrical structure (figs. 1 and 3, pi. xi.), often bulged 
in the middle (fig. 6, pi. xii.). At either end of this cylinder is the delicate 
Krause’s membrane, and usually in clo.se contact with this is to be found, even 
in insect wing muscle, a very minute amount of dark-staining material similar 
in appearance to the material constituting the striation, and corresponding to 
the dots figured by several authors in close connection vdth Krause’s membrane. 
I shall speak of it as the residual hyaloplasm. In the greatly hypertrophied 
larval insect muscles a number of extremely delicate streaks of dark-staining 
material are just visible under the highest magnifications (fig. 3, pi. xi.). con¬ 
necting this residu|l hyaloplasm to the striation, and staining similar to it. 
The interpretation of this is that there arc in the clear part of the sarconiene 
minute channels (similar in appearance to those observed by Schafer within the 
dark-staining sarcous elements of wing muscle) which connect the residual 
hyaloplasm, with the striation, or, as I shall call it, movable hyaloplasm. 

Now if the individual sarcomeres arc examined successively along a con¬ 
traction wave, the actual contractile process within the sarcomere can be 
observed, and it can be most clearly seen that a process the very opposite to 
that maintained by modern histologists, actually takes place. As wc pass down 
the contraction wave the striations become fainter and fainter and the dark 
material accumulates more and more around Krause’s iTiembrane (see fig. 15, 
j>l. xiii.), and the reversal of striations is actually seen to be produced within 
the sarcomeres, and not by the interfibrillar sarcoplasm, as Schafer maintains. 
In the greatly hypertrophied larval muscles the contracted state of the fibrils 
can be most clearly observed (fig. 2, pi. xi.), and the sarcoplasm is seen to have 
no relation whatever to the reversal that occurs; it is a phenomenon confined 
entirely to the fibrillae. 

How may this process be reconciled with the observation of Engelmann 
that the relative positions of the singly and doubly refracting materials are 
unchanged? In the first place, the opinion has been advanced by Imbert (1897) 
that surface tension phenomena underlie muscular contraction; Bernstein (1901) 
showed, however, that the decrease of area of the movable fluid, as required 
on Imbert’s view, is insufficient to account for the work perfonned during con¬ 
traction, unless a further differentiation, which might be in the form of a 
spongy network, occurs within the sarcous elements. Schafer has described 
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bundles of minute tubules lying within the sarcous elements, and these, taking 
up fluid from the dear part of the sarcous dement during contraction, shorten 
and bulge. This observation might be taken as a confirmation of Bernstein’s 
view; nevertheless, as I shall show later, in connection with the structure and 
action of wing muscle, it is founded on an incorrect observation, and is in part, 
at any rate, to be quite differently interpreted. The necessity for the existence 
of a spongy network, however, remains, and it seems to me that no better con¬ 
firmation of the presence of such a structure could be desired, than the observation 
that the middle of the sarcomere remains doubly refracting towards polarised 
light even after the darkly-staining fluid has retreated, during contraction, from 
that remrni. It is, in fact, the spongy network which is doubly refracting. Into 
it, in the expanded state of the muscle, the greater part of the darkly-staining 
material is drawn through the minute channels which I have described above as 
occurring in the clear region of the sarcomere, leaving only a small quantity 
of residual hyaloplasm Mhind, in the neighbourhood of Krause’s membrane. 
At contraction, the excitatory stimulus must decrease the surface tension of the 
hyaloplasm, and the portion that has been drawn through the tubules into the 
doubly refracting region, and which now forms the striation (movable hyalo¬ 
plasm), is rapidly sucked back and accumulates at either end of the sarcomere, 
in the region of Krause’s membrane. That contraction is the result of a decrease, 
not increase of surface tension was first pointed out in a paper by Dr. '1'. Brails- 
ford Robertson (1909). 

At relaxation, on the other hand, there is an increase of tension; the 
hyaloplasm from either end of the sarcomere is sucked rapidly up the tubules 
again and enters the doubly refracting spongy network. In many muscles the 
fusion of the hyaloplasm from either end of the sarcomere is not complete, and 
we obtain a pale line in the middle of the striation, which is llenscn’s line (fig. 5. 
pi. xi.). It is especially clearly seen in the sarcostyles of the wing muscles of 
insects. 
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The accompanying diagram, which illustrates the process of contraction of 
a sarcomere, shows another feature of the contractile process to which 1 hope 
to refer more fully in a later paper. When individual sarcomeres are 
examined during their gradual passage into a contracted region of the fibre, it is 
seen that, although the dark-staining material is rapidly accumulating at the 
Krause's membranes, yet no appreciable shortening of the sarcomere takes place. 
It is only when the whole of the movable hyaloplasm has accumulated in the region 
of Krause's membrane, that the former spreads out sideways, greatly increasing 
the diameter of the sarcomere, and automatically shortening it. Not till now, 
indeed, do the sarcomeres appreciably shorten; they forsake their cylindrical 
shape, and become converted into short dice-box shaped structures (fig. 2, pi. xi.). 
We recognize, in fact, a short, but yet appreciable, latent period of contraction. 
The curious shape of contracted sarcomeres likewise accounts for the increase 
in volume of doubly refracting material as observed by Engelmann. A glance 
at fig. 2, pi. xi., will show that a considerable part of what would appear doubly 
refracting in all but very thin sections, is in reality not occupied by doubly 
refracting material at all, but is made up of the interfibrillar spaces. 


The development of muscle fibres is best examined in insects. The process 
has been studied by a number of authors, and I shall refer to it only briefly 
here, in order to show the fundamental difference in the nature of ordinary 
striated muscle and wing muscle of insects. 

The following brief remarks refer to the development of the leg muscles 
of insects, as I have observed it in a small chalcid wasp (Nasonia). The muscle 
is developed from embryonic cells (myoblasts) which in the early pupa form 
thick columns of cells in the several segments of the leg (fig. 12, pi. xii.). 'I'hese 
columns later break up into a large number of secondary columns, formed each 
of a single row of cells, arranged one behind the other. Adjacent cell-walls 
break down, and each column is now represented by a long syncytial column, 
with numerous nuclei arranged in a chain along its central axis (fig. 13, pi. 
xii.). An internal differentiation of each of these columns later occurs, and the 
whole mass breaks up into minute longitudinal fibrillae (fig. 14, pi. xii.). 
Tliese fibrillae then differentiate into alternate dark and light parts, and the 
disposition of them is such that they collectively form a double spiral within 
the fibre. The win|[ muscles of insects, as I will show later, have a wholly 
different mode of origin. 

Note on the Motor Nerve Endings on Striated Muscle Fibres. 

In the endings of different nerves on striated muscle fibres of the frog I 
have observed a curious feature to which attention has not, so far as I am aware, 
hitherto been drawn. If a partial side view of the end plate nuclei is obtained there 
can generally be seen protruding from the lower part of each nucleus a minute 
process. I cannot say whether it is the termination of one of the minute fibrils 
^ the nerve ending, which sometimes appear to enter the nuclei, or whether 
U is a process formed directly from the nucleus. But of its existence there can 
be no doubt, and such a process is always found to lie in close connection, not 
with the muscle “striation,” but with Krause's membrane (fig. 20, pi. xiv.) Even 
ordinary muscle nuclei can. in side view, be clearly seen to have a direct con¬ 
nection with Krause’s membrane. This is clearly shown in fig. 21, pi. xiv., 
taken from the leg muscles of a Myriapod Scutigera. The nuclei, here, occur 
along the central axis of the fibre; and each nucleus is seen to be connected by 
•hOrt processes with Krause’s membrane. The example is taken, it should be 
noticed, from a contracted region of the fibre; there has occurred an 
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accumulation of dark material around Krause’s membrane, which is thus hidden 
from view. 

The Structure, Development, and Action of Wing-moving 
Muscles of Insects. 

In general appearance the structure of these remarkable tissues is similar 
to that of other striated muscifc fibres. There is usually, except in weak flyers, 
a great preponderance of sarcoplasm; the sarcostyles can be separated very 
easily from one another, as Schafer observed, but in other respects they appear 
fairly identical with other striated fibres. Double spiral striations, Krause’s 
membranes, and a sarcolemma are all present; nuclei occur in very large numbers 
on the out^e of the muscles, but the muscles show no tendency to split trans¬ 
versely, as do other striated fibres. Nevertheless, in spite of the wonderful 
similarity between these two types, they develop in entirely diflferent ways, and 
are to be regarded as having evolved, therefore, from entirely different sources. 
Their similarity, indeed, is to be looked upon as the result of a wonderful process 
of convergent evolution, rivalling anything that one finds among the organs of 
vision of the various groups of animals. 

The following; account is the result of an investigation of the development 
of the wing-moving muscles of a chalcid wasp (Nasonia). In the meta¬ 
morphosing larva there is formed on either side of the thorax a longitudinal 
column of embryonic myoblasts, which develop at the expense of certain of 
the larval thoracic muscles. In the larva shortly before its pupation these 
myoblasts have consolidated to form each a narrow band inserted behind and 
in front upon the thoracic walls, and the larval muscles have been entirely 
absorbed (fig. 16, pi. xiii.). Several hours later certain of the.se myoblasts 
cohere to form five long syncytial columns, passing within the band from one 
end to the other (fig. 17, pi. xiii.). Later these syncytia grow in thickness by 
the incorporation of more cells (fig. 18, pi. xiii.). Shortly after pupation a 
remarkable thing is to be ob.served. The myoblasts surrounding each syncytial 
column develop a process at either end, and these processes groyf into the 
columns, and develop eventually into the sarcostyles of the adult insect, each 
becoming inserted on to the thoracic wall by its terminations. Fig. 19, pi. xiii,, 
which is a longitudinal section along the edge of a syncytial column, shows this 
process going on. 

As development continues, more and more of the myoblasts develop into 
bipolar cells, and send their processes into the sarcoplasm, and when in the 
adult insect the number of sarcost]^les comprising a fibre is estimated, these 
are found to be approxmately e^al in number to the nuclei which surround the 
fibre (between 800 and 900). Eventually the five complex columns so formed 
become drawn apart b;|^ the pull exerted upon them by the thoracic walls, and 
the five longitudinal wing-moving muscles are to be recognieed, on either side 
of the body. (Each of the five pairs of muscles in this insect is a single multi¬ 
cellular fibre; in some insects more than one such fibre may be present.) 

By this extraordinary process, then, there is developed a true muscle fibre: 
the outer walls of the cells represent the sarcolemma, the sarcostyles represent 
the fibrillae, and the protoplasm of the syncytial columns becomes the sarcoplasm. 
Eventually the sarcostyles develop alternate dark and light discs, adjacent ones 
being so disposed as to form a double spiral (helicoid) within the fibre, and 
the formation of minute Krause’s membranes, produced apparently from the 
sarcostyles, completes the extraordinary development. 

Perez (1910) has examined the development of the wing muscles of the 
blow fly. He comes to entirely diflferent conclusions from those stated above, 
hat his figures show clearly that the process is no different in that insect from 
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what I have found in Nasonia; what he took for five degenerating larval muscles 
are in reality the five syncytial columns to which 1 have referred above. 

But in spite of the close convergence, small differences do occur between 
these wing muscles and other striated fibres—Henscn’s line is much more 
prominent than in skeletal muscle (compare figs. 5 and 7, pis. xi. and xii.); 
the muscles also contract much less in extent than others. It should be observed 
that, in spite of the name given them, they are not usually inserted on the wings 
directly; their function is simply to alter the shape of the thorax, movement of 
the wings taking place by a ‘‘ratchet and pinion*' mechanism between the wings 
and the thorax. While many skeletal muscles can contract to nearly one-quarter 
their length, contracted wing muscle fibres are not very much shorter than when 
extended; if this were otherwise they would immediately rupture the whole 
thorax. It should also be observed that the rate of contraction of these structures 
is probably considerably less than the rate of vibration of the wings; a single 
contraction of a fibre may conceivably bring about quite a number of vibrations. 

It was mainly in the sarcostyles of the wing muscles that Schafer (1891) 
studied the process of contraction, and by comparing the appearance of relaxed 
sarcostyles with what he regarded as contracted ones, he came to the conclusion 
that contraction consisted in an absorption, by the sarcous element, of part of 
the fluid from the clear region of the sarcomere. There is, however, it seems 
to me, a fatal objection to be raised against Schafer's conclusion. Ilis evidence 
for a contracted state of the sarcostyle lies evidently in a comparison of the 
thickness of these structures; thus, the sarcostyle shown in fig. 3 of Schafer's 
paper is evidently regarded as a contracted state of that shown in fig. 2, because 
of its much greater thickness, I am convinced, however, that, even though the 
statement may seem absurd, both sarcostyles shown in figs. 2 and 3 of his 
paper are to be regarded as equally relaxed. I find that a single sarcostyle 
may vary greatly in thickness in various regions along its length, being narrowest 
at the middle of the muscle, and gradually broadening out towards its termina¬ 
tion, where it becomes inserted upon the thoracic walls. I'hus, figs. 2 and 3 of 
Schafer's paper may be compared with figs. 7a and 7c (pi. xii.) of the present 
paper, which show that the sarcostyles may be actually three times as thick at 
their insertions as in other regions. The criterion of a contracted state should 
not be the thickness of the sarcostyles, but the distance between successive 
Krause's membranes. Krause’s membrane is only to be recognized when we 
can observe it stretching from one sarcostyle to another across the interfibrillar 
space, and no such structures are shown in Schafer's figures. Any dark lines 
that one sees within the sarcostyles between the dark discs are to be regarded 
probably as false optical effects, and an examination of Schafer's fig. 3a shows 
that this line is not present in the five clear spaces in the middle of the sarcostyle. 
Krause's membrane, in fact, is a most difficult structure to recognize. It should 
be noticed, that if the distance between two clear areas in fig. 3a is measured 
(which, according to my view, is the distance between the successive Krause’s 
membranes, even if these are not visible), then we find that this distance is 
approximately equal to that between the successive Krause's membranes shown 
in fig. 2 a. (The dark line within the clear area of this figure could scarcely 
be an optical illusion, because the sarcostyle is so much thinner, and the distance 
betwecen the dark discs ever so much greater.) It should also be noted, in 
support of what I have said above, that no Hensens line is visible in Schafer's 
fig, 3 a, if his interpretation be correct. In reality, however, Hensen's line is 
quite as prominent in this figure as elsewhere, but it is to be looked for, not within 
liach of the dark areas, but between every second pair. The force of this is 
more clearly seen when we examine the well-known figure to be found in most 
histology bMks of the three sarcostyles from the wing muscles of a wasp (see 
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Schafer's Essentials of Histology, 1920, fig. 174a). These figures are to be 
regarded as slightly dianamtnatic, and represent Schafer's interpretation of 
actual photographs. In toe thickest of these, which is regarded as a contracted 
condition of the other two, a faint Hensen's line has been indicated; yet no 
such structure is visible in this portion in the original microphotographs (fig. 3a 
of the 1891 paper). 

From the above account it will appear that Schafer’s conclusions rest on 
no very secure basis; there is no evidence to show that what he regarded as 
contracted sarcostyles were really such. When on the contrary, contracted 
sarcostyles are observed, we find that a movement of the dark material has taken 
place, just as occurs in other striated fibres (fig. 8, pi. xii.). There is also some 
evidence to show that the denee of contraction of individual sarcomeres is less 
in wing muscles than in other fibres. The length of a contractile wave in 
wing muscle is not known; but unless it is very minute indeed, a contraction 
of the individual sarcomeres to less than half their length, such as would be 
the case if Schafer's interpretation of fig. 3a be correct, would immediately result 
in a collapse of the thorax of the insect. While the rate of contraction of wing 
muscle tissue may be more rapid than that of other striated fibres, there is 
no evidence to show that the degree of the contraction is so extensive as in 
other striated fibres. 


I wish, in conclusion, to thank Mr. W. Fuller for the loan of some excellent 
gold chloride preparations. From one of these, fig. 20, pi. xiv., has been 
drawn. 

Summary. 

(1) The striations and Krause's membranes of muscle fibres are disposed 
not as transverse discs, but in the form of a double spiral (helicoid) which 
stretches from one end of the fibre to the other. 

« 

(2) In wing-moving muscles of insects the sarcostyles are developed each 
from one cell; in all other fibres they are of intracellular formation. The 
similarity between ordinary musde fibres and wing muscles is the result of a 
remarkable process of evolutionary convergence. 

(3) A sarcomere is constituted as follows:—^In connection with Krause's 
membrane is a minute quantity of residual hyaloplasm which communicates 
through minute tubules in the clear r^on with the material of the striation 
(movable hyaloplasm). At contraction the surface tension of the hyalc^lasm 
evidently decreases, and the movable hyaloplasm is rapidly drawn down tte 
tubules, having retreated from the doubly refracting spongy network which 
mechanical conditions show must be present within the sarcomere. There is then 
a true reversal of striations. At relaxation there is an increase of surface tension, 
and the hyaloplasm is again drawn up the minute capillaty tubes. 

(4) Schafer's and Engdmann's interpretation of muscle action can no longer 
be accepted. 

(5) Ordinary muscle nodei, as welt as motor end plate nuclei, have an 
intimate relation with Krause's membrane. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 

Lettering: —M.H., Movable Hyaloplasm; R.H, Residual Hyaloplasm; S., Sarcoplasm; 

Z., Krause’s Membrane. 

Plate XI. 

Fig. 1. Portion of uncontracted body muscle of full-grown larva of a beetle (Cnemo- 
plites blackburni) in thin longitudinal section (x2000). The individual sarcomeres arc clearly 
seen; Krause’s membrane is also prominent, and its insertion on the sarcolemma is shown. 
A small quantity of sarcoplasm is visible. 

Fig, 2. The same, in a contracted state (x2000). The ‘Veversar’ of striations, Le., 
the accumulation of the movable hyaloplasm around Krause’s membrane is clearly seen, and is 
recognizable as occurring xvithin the hbrillae, and not outside them. 

Fig, 3. Portion of a hbrilla from same (x3400). Krause’s membrane is seen projecting 
beyond the hbril. Around it is a minute amount of residual hyaloplasm, connected by very 
minute streaks of hyaloplasm with the central striation (movable hyaloplasm). 

Fig. 4, The same (x34(X)) in a contracted state. The narrowing of the fibril towards 
the lower end is due to its being cut slightly tangentially. 

Fig. 5. Fart of leg muscle of an adult chakid wasp (Nasonia), Note Hensen’s line; 
also the residual hyaloplasm (x2000). 

Plate XII. 

Fig, 6, Part of body muscle of mature larva of same (Nasonia), The drawing is from 
a thin longitudinal section, taken near the insertion of the muscles upon the integument, which 
at this stage has chitinis^ (x2000). The residual hyaloplasm is very clearly seen. 

Fig. 7. Parts of uncontracted sarcostyles of flying muscles from a small chalcid wasp 
(Nwnia) (x34O0}. 

A. From the middle of the muscle. 

B. The same fibril, rather nearer its point of insertion on the integument. 

c. The same, close to its insertion on the integument. 

Fig. 8. Pdrt of two adjacent sarcostyles from flying muscles of a Cetoneiid beetle, in 
the contracted state. Note the accumulation of hyaloplasm around Krause’s membrane A 
•mall amount of sarcoplastp is seen (x3400). 

9. A number of uncontracted sarcostyles from flying muscle of a large wood 
lUpth (xlTOO). Note the great spaces between the sarcostyles; also Krause’s membrane con- 
ncictiiig ad||ac^ sarcostyles. Note also the remarkable architecture of the sarcoplasm. 

Pig. 10 Contracted flbrib from gastrocnemius of mouse (x3000). 
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Fig, 11, The same, uncontracted (x3000). Note the “splitting’* of the striations 
(Hensen’s line). 

Fig. 12. Developing leg muscle of a chalcid wasp (Nasonia), One myoblast is seen 
in mitosis (x about 1500). 

Fig. 13. A small part of one of the columns of myoblasts which results secondarily 
from a splitting of the mass seen in fig. 12. 

Fig. 14. The same undergoing fibrillation, Striations not yet visible (x2000). 

Plate XIII. 

Fig. IS. Fibrillac from leg muscle of a myriapod (Scutigera) in various .stages of con¬ 
traction. The reversal of the striations is obvious (x3400). 

Fig. 16. Transverse section of one of the pair of bands of thoracic myoblasts, which 
will produce the five wing-moving muscles of the imago. Taken from a metamorphosing 
larva of Nasonia (x about 1100). 

Fig. 17. The same, several hours later. Five syncytial columns have been formed. 

Fig. 18. The same, at a slightly later state of development. Note the increase in size 
of the five columns. Some myoblasts arc seen in mitosis ^xl200). 

Fig. 19. Longitudinal section of one of the syncytial columns at a later stage of develop¬ 
ment (x l200). The section cuts along the line of junction of the syncytial column and the 
surrounding myoblasts, and the latter are seen giving off long processes (sarcostyles) into the 
syncytial mass (sarcoplasm). Many myoblasts have been omitted from the drawing so as 
to give greater clearness. 

Plate XIV. 

Fig. 20. A motor nerve-ending, from muscle of frog. Notice the relation of the 
end-plate nuclei to the Krause’s membranes. Striations have not been drawn (x about 2000). 

Fig. 21. Longitudinal section along middle of leg muscle fibre of Scutigera, to show 
relation of nuclei to Krause’s membrane. The fibre is contracted, so that Krause’s membrane 
is hidden by the dark material (striation). 
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ON THE PATH AND VELOCITY OF THE EXCITATORY IMPULSE 
WITHIN STRIATED MUSCLE FIBRES. 

By O. W. Txbgs, D.Sc., Zoology Department^ University of Adelaide. 

[Read May 10, 1923.] ' 

In previous papers (1922, 1923) I have pointed out that the “striations** 
of voluntary and cardiac muscle fibres are always arranged in the form of double 
spirals (double helicoids) which travel from one end of the fibre to the other. 
I have also found that in insect wing muscle, which has a wholly different type 
of embryonic development, the complex multicellular fibres have adopted this 
same arrangement of ‘‘striations.*’ 

The fact that two such tissues as ordinary skeletal muscle and insect wing 
muscle, which have evolved from wholly different sources, should have found it 
necessary to adopt this same arrangement of their '‘striations,’’ seems to show 
that the spirals are of some fundamental importance for the successful function¬ 
ing of these tissues; and it would seem that the slightly more even distribution 
of the strain within the fibres, which would result from this, is not sufficient to 
account for its occurrence. 

The function of the spirals is to be looked for in a wholly different direction, 
and there is considerable evidence to show that it is along the spirals that the 
excitatory impulse travels within the fibre. The evidence for this statement is 
twofold:— 

(1) Let us consider how the excitatory impulse can reach the various 
fibrils (or sarcostyles) within a minute fibre. The impulse travels to each fibre 
by the terminal branch of a motor nerve; the actual motor end plate does not 
penetrate the fibre, but lies in close contact with the sarcolcmma. While, there¬ 
fore, it is easy to see that those fibrils lying close to the end plate might receive 
the stimulus, it is difficult to conceive how those on the ojiposite side of the 
fibre should be affected by it. There are three ways in which this might take 
place:— 

(a) The impulse might travel directly across the striation; since the 

striation is not a disc, but a spiral band which runs right along 
the fibre, the impulse would not cease when it reached the “other 
side” of the fibre, but continuing its path, would eventually travel 
right along the fibre. 

(b) On the other hand, the impulse might diffuse through the sarco¬ 

plasm; or 

(c) It might travel to the opposite side across the “striation,” and thence 

longitudinally along the fibrils. 

Now^ neither the second nor the third method is very probable; the sarco¬ 
plasm in very slowly-moving muscles (c,g.^ sluggish insect larvae) is very 
unevenly distributed; and moreover, there is never a direct continuity of the 
sarcoplasm (except along the spiral), successive portions being always separated 
by the membranes of Krause. Moreover, if the sarcoplasm w^as the 
transmitting agent, then we should expect the contractile wave, which is pro¬ 
duced by the impulse, to travel in such a way that the fibrils in the neighbourhood 
of the motor end plate would be contracted along a greater part of their length 
than those on the opposite side of the fibre. TTie wave of contraction should 
travel not perpendicularly to the long axis of the fibre, but at a sharper angle 
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to h. When one observes the contraction wares in individual fibres, the fottner 
is found to be the case. The same is dearly seen in the beantiful figure of a con* 
traction wave in Dytiscus muscle giveit by Schifer. 

If we accept the third of these possibilities, then we are faced with this 
same difficulty; the contraction wave would be expected to advance at an angle 
(probably of 45 degrees) wkh the longitudinal axis. Moreover, if the stimulus, 
according to this view, can travel across the “striation,” then, since the “stria- 
tions” really form a continuous spiral band, there is nothing to limit this passage 
of the stimulus, and it must continue to travel along the spiral; i.e., we arc 
driven to accept the first of the three possibilities. 

(2) Since the contractile wave marks the path of the excitatory impulse, 
observations on fixed contractile waves, especially in the region of the motor 
end plate, should be of |T^t value. It is seldom that one may have the good 
fortune to fix a muscle fibre at the moment that the impulse is leaving the end 
plate. Such a case has, however, been observed by Rollett, and his excellent 
figure is reproduced here. From it we see that the impulse, as marked out by 



Contractile wave in tnusde fibre of 
Casaida egwstru, •preadkig from 
region of motor end plate. Note the 
travelling of the wave acrots the 
"striatio^’* fur., alona the spiral. 

(From Jordan and Ferguson's 
Histology, after Rollett.) 

the contractile wave, is travailing “across the striation," and although the 
impulse has affected a number of fibrils in a direction transverse to the length 
of the fibre, there is no evidence to show that the stimulus has advanced along 
the fibrils. Rollett himself regarded the impulse as travelling across the striation 
in Krause’s membrane. But since he was not aware of the arrangement of these 
striations in spirals he failed to put the obvbns intetpretation on his results. 

Nevertheless, his figure shows clearly that the incise is travelling across 
the striations, and it would appear that the striations beyond the region of the 
nerve end dhue could not become affected, until the stimulus had travdled right 
across the fibre to the other side, and then hack again along the spiral. 

To demonstrate b|y direct observation the path of the impulse in such 
minute and raffidiy acting tissues as musde fibres is, of course^ a matter of the 


gmtest diHiculty, and it does not, at present, seem to me possible to give any 
evident of a more direct nature than that stated above. Nevertheless, the 
deductions that can be made from the conclusion there reached are so sug¬ 
gestive, that they may almost be taken as the strongest evidence in favour of 
the view that the impulse actually travels down the spiral. 

Before considering these, however, the path of the impulse may be further 
discussed. If, as seems probable, the impulse travels along the spiral, it becomes 
possible, to decide on what part of the spiral it travels. It is well known, that 
if the muscle from an animal be placed for about ten minutes in water, the 
muscle, while remaining capable of transmitting excitatory impulses, ceases to 
be able to respond to these by contracting. That part of the spiral which is 
concerned with contraction has evidently been destroyed; the conducting portion 
has remained unaffected. When histological preparations are made of a muscle 
thus treated, I find that the darkly-staining material has been destroyed; Krause’s 
membrane remains perfectly intact. From this it would follow that it is the 
spiral Krau.se’s membrane along which the stimulus travels within the muscle 
fibre, and that the dark material is concerned solely with contraction. 

There is some other curious evidence in favour of this view, I have pointed 
out in my previous paper, that the motor end plate nuclei terminate in con¬ 
nection with Krause's membrane. In a remarkable paper by J. F. Fulton 
(1921), further evidence in favour of this view, as pointed out to me by Mr. H. 
R. Marston, is to be found. Fulton investigates the action of novocaine on the 
neuromuscular mechanism; he finds that this drug which acts physiologically, 
like curare, in paralysing the end plates, accumulates within the end plate 
nuclei, where its presence can be detected by forming subsequently brown diazo 
compounds with metaphenylenediamine. Since these nuclei he in connection 
with Krause’s membrane which, as I have shown above, is the only part of the 
spiral that remains in “water-logged” muscle; and since the nerve fibrils actually 
appear to communicate with these nuclei, and since, finally, novocaine, which 
paralyses the myoneural junction, acts directly on these nuclei, it would seem 
that the chain of evidence is fairly complete, which shows that the stimuli, travel¬ 
ling down the terminal nerve fibres, pass through the nuclei, and, entering Krause’s 
membrane, travel along this membrane to the ends of the fibre. 

This stimulus can be shown, by observing the contractile wave, to he capable 
of travelling in both directions within the fibre. 

The velocity of a muscle wave, and therefore of the impulse which causes 
it, has been shown to be,' in the frog, 3 to 4 metres per second (gastrocnemius 
muscle); in the mammalian muscle it travels at about 6 metres per second. It 
follows, since the fibres run along the longitudinal axis of these muscles, that 
the velocity of the impulse in a straight line along the fibres will be the same. 
Actually, however, since the impulse travels along the spiral Krause’s membrane, 
the velocity will ^ very much larger than this, and the velocity with which it 
travels along the spiral can be calculated if we know the thickness of the fibre and 
tins distance between the striations. These observations are not easy to make, as 
dead musele must be avoided, and in living muscle the inherent elasticity of the 
fitnres tends to cause considerable swelling and shortening of these. When, 
however, musde tissue is teased up in Ringer’s solution and all those fibres 
which are subjected to artificial stretching, or which have mechanically shortened, 
doe to their elasticity, aee excluded, measurements of the remainder should give 
the required data with considerable accuracy. I cannot confirm the statement 
often made that the fibres of a muscle show very great variations in their 
breadth; it should be remembered that, on account of their properties, muscle 
ftbios are very deceiving in this respect. 



156 


When fibres, which are perfectly relaxed (but not stretched), are measured, 
we obtain the following data:— 

40 

Frog muscle: Distance between striations = —/»; breadth of fibre = 30 it. 

13 

8 

Human muscle: Distance between striations = — n", breadth of fibre = 68 / 1 . 

* 3 

If tl is the diameter of a fibre, L the distance between each successive stria- 
tion, then the average distance that the impulses will travel in a sin^e turn of 
the double helicoid will obviously be given by the following formula;— 


Actual distance = 


\l 


2d2+(2L)2+2L 

2 


ird+2L 

Since i- is very small compared with d, we may write, actual distance=-, 

approximately. 2 

Since the component of thi.s distance along the fibre is 2 l (double helicoid), 

*rd+2 L 

the velocity of the excitatory impulse along the spiral will be [-X longi- 

4l 

tudinal component of the velocity], ivhere the longitudinal component ts only 
approximately known. 


If we .substitute numerical values for ir, d, l, and the longitudinal com¬ 
ponent. we obtain: Velocity of muscle impulse in man=133 metres per second 
(ajjprox.). Velocity of muscle impulse m frog=betwecn 22 and 30J metres 
per .second. 

It should be noted that the values arc only approximate. The velocity of 
the muscle wave is by no means accurately known, and every error in 
this will be increased 8 or 20 times in the final result. 


Now the measurements of the velocity of the nerve impulse in man show 
this to be about 123 metres per second (Piper); that of the frog 27 metres 
(Helmholtz). 

So closely do these results approximate to the calculated values for the 
velocity of the excitatory impulse along the spiral, that we may say, with con¬ 
siderable confidence, that the velocity of the excitatory impulse along the spiral 
Krause’s membrane, is equal to that of the nerve impulse. 


Summary. 

(1) The excitatory impulse travels through the fibre along the spiral 
Krause’s membrane. 

(2) It travels along this membrane with the velocity of a nerve impulse 
(frog and maJi). 
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A BACTERIAL DISEASE DESTRUCTIVE TO FISH IN 
QUEENSLAND RIVERS. 


By Professor Harvey Joiin.ston, M.A., D.Sc., University of Adelaide, and 

I-EiTH liiTCiicocK, ('otiinionwcalth Prickly Pear Lalwratorv, Brisbane. 

9 

[Read June 14, 1923.] 

From time to lime a very widespread and serious mortality has made its 
appearance amongst fresh water fish in localities extending from Anthony 
Lagoon, in the Northern Territory, to the Georgina River and Cooper Creek, 
together with their affluents, as well as the Queensland tributaries of the Darling 
basin, besides certain rivers entering the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Pacific 
coast of Queensland. 

The senior author published a preliminary report in 1917, but the material 
submitted for examination, and on which the paper was based, was very scanty. 
In 1921, in conjunction with Mr. J. Bancroft, the result of a much more extended 
inquiry was made known. 

'I'he inaccessibility of the localities in which epidemics were reported to be 
in progress, and commonly the tardy arrival of information regarding their 
(occurrence, seriously handicapped the investigation; consequently no observa¬ 
tions were made during an epidemic, though on one (Kcasion a visit was made 
to a locality within a few days of its disappearance. 

The outstanding features of the epidemics according to newspaper reports 
as well as information received from many infected localities, were as follow:— 
(1) Certain species were specially affected, r,g,, Serranid perches (Plcctroplitcs 
ambiguus, Richdsn.; Thcrapon spp.; OHgorus macquariensis, C. & V.); 
Clupeidae (Ncmatalosa .sp.); and Calfishes (Plotosidae). (2) The epidemics 
occurred nearly always in the colder and drier part of the year (July and August), 
and in almost all cases the water was stagnant. (3) They ceased sucidenly 
after rain had caused the streams and rivers to flow\ (4) Affected fish w'ere 
generally very fat, and death appeared to be due to an asphyxiation. 

From the available evidence it appeared that the condition was not due 
directly to any of the following causes:—Dry w^eather; low temperature; over¬ 
stocking of the waterholes representing the shrunken rivers and creeks; helminth 
or protozoal parasites. Though the fungus Saprolegnia was found commonly 
associated, it w^as regarded as being an organism which aggravated rather than 
caused the condition, and it was suggested that the epidemic was primarily due 
to the presence of some virulent bacterium whose multiplication and dissemina¬ 
tion were favoured by a high acidity of the water, due to excess of carbon 
dioxide; in other words, by stagnant conditions. Though abundant bacteria 
tvere found in dead material in the Thomson River on the occasion of a visit, 
no cultures were made from the putrescent fish on account of lack of suitable 
facilities for carrying on bacteriological work at the time, 

In these papers (1917, 1921) reference was made to the occurrence of 
dead fish floating down the lower Brisbane River during August and September, 
1917-1918, and it was mentioned that the opinion of J. D. Ogilby, ichthyologist 
to the Queensland Mtiseum, was that the use of dynamite hy boating parties 
higher up the river was responsible for such mortality. Such a view was 
strengthened by an examination of a specimen submitted by that Museum, the 
disorganisation of the viscera being such as would be caused by an explosion. 
On account of this, the Brisbane River epidemics were ruled out from further 
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consideration. From what we observed subsequently (1922) we feel sure that 
in addition to the illegal dynamiting of fish, which accounted for some of the 
mortality, there was also an epidemic in progress. 

Towards the end of August, 1922, dead and dying fish were seen in large 
numbers floating down the Brisbane River in the vicinity of the Commonwealth 
Prickly Pear Laboratory, Sherwood, and on inquiry it was ascertained that the 
epidemic had been in progress for at least four weeks previously. Early in 
September the condition disa]>peared. We estimated that over 90 per cent, of 
the dead fish observed by us were the so-called Brisbane River perch, Sciaena 
australis, Gnthr., an estuarine species belonging to the Sciaenidae. The remainder 
consisted of catfish (Tandanus tandanus and Neosilurus hyrtlii) and a few John 
Dories (Zeus faber, L.). Moribund fish were seen to be swimming slowly on 
their sides on the surface of the water and unable to maintain their balance. A 
condition of acute dyspnoea seemed to be present. Hawks, fish-eagles, cor¬ 
morants, and other birds were actively engaged in feeding on the fish; in fact, 
it was their activity which led us to discover that an epidemic was in progress. 

Post-mortem examination revealed a condition resembling septicaemia. All 
the peritoneal blood-vessels were considerably distended, and the liver was putty¬ 
like, though its vessels were much engorged and showing plainly on the surface 
in places. The heart seemed normal, but the spleen was black and in many cases 
obviously necrosed. The gall-bladder was slightly enlarged and the kidneys 
congested. The intestine was empty except for the presence of a milky fluid. 
The marked fatty degeneration re^rted as occurring in material from the fresh 
waters of Western Queensland was not present in the Brisbane River specimens 
under examination. 

Smears taken from the liver, kidney, and spleen of dying fish showed 
abundant, fairly large diplobacilli, and cultures made from the organs revealed 
the same organism. The latter was pleomorphic, its simplest form being obtained 
on ^r, where it appeared as a micrococcus with scattered l»cillary forms. 
In liquid media it occurred as a bacillus, reaching a maximum length of 2/» 
by 85 It, though many appeared to be undergoing a constriction into cocci. The 
larger rods were often slightly curved. The arrangement was commonly that of 
diplobacilli. The organism was larger when growing in blood than on artificial 
media, and nearly always assumed the form of a diplobacillus. 

It was gram negative and stained readily with the usual aniline dyes, a 
bipolar effect often being seen. Growth occurred on ordinary solid and liquid 
media at a titre of +15 to +05 add to phenolphthalein. Unless otherwise 
stated, the following remarks rdate to growth in media at these two titres;— 

Bouillon :—Pt good growth was present in 18 hours with clouding of the 
meditun. After seven days a sediment was produced but no pigment, while after 
a lapse of 15 days a surface scum appears and sedimentation was increased 
but without pigmentation. 

Agar:—^Tbere was a good growth at +15 and also at +0'5, appearing 
dirty white by oblique light. Agar stabs showed no special features. On Amr 
plates the superfidal colonies were round, slightly convex, with a well-defined 
outline, and when viewed microscopically hy transmitted light appear^ to be 
granular and to have a crenate margiii. Well developed colonies were translucent 
and faintly yellowish. 

Gelatin stab:—A filiform growth but fw liquefaction, even in cultures a 
vtttk old. 

Bjofd swum:—Good growth; no liquefaction; no pigmentation. 

Muk:—Good growth on litmus ndlk; no coagulation. On the first day the 
r«scrion was either unchanged or very fidutly alkaline. On the second day the 
alkahnity was more markasd, becoming ptoootmeed On the succeeding day. Tte 
milk was nptpeptonised^ even after four weeks. 
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Dunham’s peptone solution:—Growth as in bouillon; no indol produced; 
no pigmentation. 

Fermentation tests, from material grown on agar:—Observations were made 
daily for four days with each of the following: dextose, inosite, glucose, 
dextrin, saccharose, lactose, maltose, mannite, dulcite, arabinose, sorbite, adonite, 
amygdalin, laevulose, salicine, erythrite, rafiteosc, inulin. In no case did fer¬ 
mentation occur. 

Temperature reaction:—The optimum when grOwn on agar was at about 
25“ C., while growth was slightly inhibited at 37° C. 

Motility:—^Whcn examined direct from blood the organism was non- 
motile, but after 18 to 24 hours’ growth in +1 5 bouillon at 25° C. showed a 
very feeble translatory movement when examined in hanging drop, and on the 
succeeding day the motility was more pronounced, but was never active. Most 
activity was obtained by using galactose broth as a medium. 

Spore formation:—In old cultures the organism assumed an ovoid form 
suggestive of spore formation, but as the staining was quite uniform it probably 
does not form spores. 

Inoculations:—A pure culture from an agar slope was diluted with sterile 
physiological saline and standardized to approximately 1,000 million organisms 
per C.C. A half C.C. of the mixture was injected into the peritoneum of a 
guinea pig without any apparent effect during the succeeding two months when 
the animal was kept under observation. 

Another culture was similarly treated and made up to 500 million per C.C., 
1 C.C. of the mixture being injected subcutaneously into a goldfish, which 
died in four days, while the controls all remained alive. This experiment was 
repeated on another goldfish, death occurring in four days. Post-mortem exam¬ 
ination revealed conditions exactly similar to those seen in the naturally infected 
fish from the Brisbane River, and gram negative diplobacilli were isolated in 
pure culture from both of the experimental fish. 

An agar culture was scraped into a large bowl containing four healthy 
goldfish, and in order to prevent the organisms from being washed away by the 
flowing water and to allow some degree of acidity in the water and thus stimulate 
stagnant conditions, the supply of fresh water (from the city water supply) was 
withheld for two days, the maximum acidity reached being 4 per cent, (using 
phenolphthalein as an indicator). On the third day the bowl was washed out 
and the normal supply of oxygenated water restored. On the eighth day all 
the fish spent most of their time at the surface, gulping air. On the fourteenth 
day one of the fish died. Post-mortem examination revealed a general 
septicaemic condition, and the gall-bladder was considerably enlarged. Blood 
smears showed the presence of some gram-negative diplobacilli. Cultures were 
made from the heart and spleen, and the organism recovered from them. The 
remaini^ fish eventually became apparently normal. 

This evidence showed that when introduced directly into goldfish the 
organism was lethtU, but when infection occurred through the alimentary canal 
or gills the effect was more slowly produced and might not be so virulent. 

The growth reactions of the diplobacillus showed that a high degree of 
acidity in the water favoured its propagation. Consequently any conditions which 
caused either stagnation of water (i.e., insufficient aeration) or a considerable in¬ 
crease in the animal life of a mass of water (e.g., dwindling of a river into a series 
of waterholes and the consequent increased density of the fish population in such 
watertioles) would •favtmr ^e growth of the organism. Then, again, the in¬ 
creased density of the fish population would favour the outbreak of an epidemic 
which would probably cause the greatest havoc amongst the least-resistant species. 

We have no proof that the organism found by us in the Brisbane River is 
the same as that producing the epidemics in Western Queensland rivers, but 
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the fact that such outbreaks have, at least on several occasions, synchronised in 
the two localities, and that weather conditions have been more or less similar, is 
strong evidence in favour of assuming that the organisms concerned in the two 
cases are specifically identical. It must be pointed out, however, that in the 
Brisbane River outbreak, all the diseased fish examined were estuarine, and 
that we did not know in what locality infection occurred. It must have been 
many miles up stream, as the river during winter is distinctly salty (the rainfall 
being a summer one), and therefore probably more or less alkaline where the 
diseased fish were collected, but higher up stream, beyond the reach of the tide, 
conditions would be different. Though 'the diseased fish were estuarine, the 
organisms obtained from them caused a similar disease when introduced into a 
fresh water fish, e.g., goldfish. The causal organism appears to us to be new to 
science, consequently we have designated it Bacillus piscivorus. 

Ilofer (1906) gave a .short account of .several bacterial diseases of fresh 
water fish, including Salmonidae, but the Brisbane organism is readily .separable 
from all tho.se referred to by him excepting Bacterium satmouis-pestis, Paterson 
(1903), the cause of the well-known salmon disease (Drew, 1909). The latter 
is an actively motile, non-sporing, gram-negative, short, thick bacillus or diplo- 
bacillus which liquefies gelatin and coagulates milk with a slow acid reaction. 
It is pathogenic for fi.sh, especially the Salmonidae. It thu.s differs from B. 
piscivorus in its reactions towards milk and gelatin. 

Another organism to be considered is B. iruttae. Marsh (1903), which 
causes an epidemic amongst American Salmonidae. It is a gram-positive, non- 
motile, short bacillus, or diplobacillus, which grows best at a titre ranging from 
neutral to +0 5 acid to phenolphthalein, and at the latter titre will liquefy gelatin, 
though not at a titre of +1 5 when growth becomes practically inhibited. It 
liquefies blood serum; does not clot milk but peptonises it, and the reaction is 
neutral or faintly acid. In bouillon cultures (+05) after eighteen hours there 
is no clouding but there is sedimentation; while after 10 to 15 days a char¬ 
acteristic brown colour appears in the medium and the sediment becomes dirty 
brown, changing with age to dark brown. The colonies bn agar change from 
greyish-white to greyish-brown on and after the third day. The Brisbane 
bacterium differs from B. truttae in its reaction to gram, its growth on agar 
(the former growing well on +1 5 agar, as well as on +05), absence'of pig¬ 
mentation in old colonics, distinct clouding of bouillon in 18 hours but no appear¬ 
ance of a brown colour even after four weeks at room temperature {20°-22° C.), 
effect on gelatin and blood serum as well as on milk. Moreover, B. truttae is 
reported to be killed by exposure to a temperature of 37® C. for 17 hours, 
whereas B, piscivorus is not. 

The cultural reactions of the Australian organism resemble those of Bacillus 
fccalis-alkaligenes in regard to growth in bouillon and gelatin, the non-fermenta¬ 
tion of all sugars and gram staining. The latter is very actively motile and an 
alkaline reaction is marked on the first day of growth in litmus milk. The 
fermentation reactions and the active motility readily distinguish B. piscivorus 
from B. typhosus and its allies. 

Two bacterial organisms have alreadjr been described from Australian marine 
fish by Grieg Smith (1900), vw., B. piscicidus hipolaris and Vibrio bresimae. 
The former liquefies gelatin, coagulates milk, is actively motile, forms spores, 
and is_ gram positive; while the latter liquefies gelatin, turns litmus milk acid, 
bleaching it in seven days, and gives a slight indol reaction after seven days’ 
growth in bouillon. 

If CastellaUi and Chalmers’ (1919) classification of bacteria be accepted, 
then the name Alcaligenes piscivorus shovfld be applied to the new organism, as 
its reactions place it m their genus AUaligeues, near B. fectUis, 
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A BACTERI08IS OP PRICKLY PBAR PLANTS 
(OPUNTIA app.). 


By Professor T. Harvey Johnston, M.A., D.Sc.. University of Adelaide. 

and L. Hitchcock, Commonwealth Prickly Pear laboratory. Brisbane. 

«• 

[Read June 14, 1923.] 

Whilst the senior author was in Miami, Southern Florida, in 1920, on behalf 
of the Commonwealth Prickly Pear Board, making inqtnry regarding diseases 
and insect enemies of prickly pears, his attention was drawn by Mr. Simmonds, 
officer in charge of the Plan Introduction Garden belonging to the Federal 
Department of Agriculture, to a few very sickly Opuntia plants. Their appear¬ 
ance suggested a Wteriosis. The infected specimens were O. tomentella, from 
Guatemala, in Central America, and O. ficus-indica, from Columbia. South 
America. Prior to his departure from U.S.A. he arranged for material to be 
sent across later by one of his colleagues, Mr. J. C. Hamlin. Specimens collected 
by the latter in Florida in March, 1921, were eventually received at the Prickly 
Pear Laboratory in Brisbane as dried fragments, complete disintegration having 
occurred en route. Cultures were made and the various bacteria obtained were 
sorted out, the causal organism being ultimately obtained. 

The disea.se is first recognizable by the appearance of a rounded blackish 
area, a bright purple margin being commonly seen adjacent to a narrow chlorosed 
region separating it from the uninvaded plant tissue. The lesion i.s at first 
generally much more obvious on the one surface, i.e., the originally infected 
surface, but soon the disease reaches the opposite portion of the cladode and the 
lesion spreads. The underlying parenchyma becomes completely disintegrated 
and the cuticle may sink somewhat. In other cases, the gas formed as a result 
of the organism’s activity causes the cuticle to bulge out, the gas collecting 
below it. 

As the disease progre.sses the distinct purplish colouration close behind the 
advancing edge of the lesion becomes very marked. The parenchymatous tissue 
ultimately disintegrates into a greenish-brown, or even dark-brown, slimy, foetid 
liquid. The di.sease does not spread along the vascular bundles, but evidently 
advances through the breaking down of parenchyma cells. Fully disintegrated 
segments may resemble dull-green or grey-green cushions containing liquid and 
gas. but as there is frequently some opening by which these products of putre¬ 
faction can escape, only a dried cuticle surrounding the vascular strands may 
remain. 

The disease will not travel from an infected segment to that above or below 
it, the organism being unable to utilize the vascular bundles. It is then limited 
to the parenchyma of the inoculated se^ent. Under certain conditions of 
climate the progress of the malady is so slow that the protective mechanism of 
the invaded cladode is able to limit the lesion, the diseased portion then drying 
out and collapsing. Such happens under cold and dry conditions. When 
temperature and moisture are suitable (as occurs in Queensland during the hot, 
moist, summer months, Januai^ to March) the disease advances too rapidly 
for the plant to circumscribe it. A ksion which has become limited by the 
activity of the j^ant cells not infrequently may subsequently extend through 
the surrounding tissues if weather conditions be favourable, when the destruction 
of part or whole of the segment may result. The efifect on the stems is somewhat 
similar, but the disease spreads very slowly unless assisted by some inoculating 
agent such as a boring insect larva. 
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The organism which appears to be the first bacillus to be described as 
attacking Cactaceae, and which we name B, caciicidns, will grow on a)) ordinary 
laboratory media, but when growm in bouillon or agar its virulence is very con¬ 
siderably diminished. The greatest virulence is manifested by organisms which 
have been grown on a prickly pear decoction for two days at room temperature 
20-25'^ C., and in such fluid there is a production of abundant gas. The decoction 
was made by boiling sliced fragments in distilled water until a very viscid extract 
was produced; it was then strained and sterilized. 

If organisms from such a culture medium be inoculated into the parenchyma 
in quantity. incut)ation at 37*^ C. for 48 hours commonly results in the almost 
cotnplete disintegration of the segment, a very pronounced effect being obtain¬ 
able even within 24 hours. On the other hand, inoculations from agar or 
bouillon cultures failed to cause the disease in Opuntia inermis, O. stneta, and 
O. megacanfha, even after a long interval, whereas segments of O. tomentosa 
inoculated at the same time from the same cultures and kept under the .same 
conditions, became completely disintegrated in from seven to fourteen days, 
w’^hile the .slimy liquid produced by the decomposition of the last-named species, 
w^hen inoculated into the other three Opuntias, produced a rapid decay which 
destroyed the infected segments in about seven days during midsummer. Dis¬ 
eased material desiccated for months retains its capability to reproduce the 
malady if inoculated into fresh segments of prickly pear. 

Attempts to produce infection through the stomata either by smearing or 
by spraying organisms from active cultures over the uninjured surfaces of 
segments failed, while detached cladodes, if allowed to dry sufficiently to heal 
the scar at the joint where broken from the parent segment, did not become 
infected when the lowTr end of such segment was immersed for weeks in the 
liquid from decomposed material, though such liquid readily produced disease 
if an injury were made in the submerged part of such segment. 

The organism is an actively motile, gram-negative, aerobic, and facultative 
anaerobic bacillus. When grown on agar it is almost coccoid, measuring about 
8 in diameter, but in liquid media it forms short rods occurring singly or in 
pairs and measuring 1 3 ft by 8 ft. Neither spores nor capsules were observed. 
Smooth greyish-white colonies are produced on +15 acid agar slopes (Ayres' 
scale), while on poured plates they are round, raised, wet, shiny, and dirty white, 
inclining to yellow. 

Inoculation from a 24 hours' broth culture gave an acid reaction on the 
first day, and persisting for at least four days, in glucose, saccharose, mannite, 
and salicine, but none in maltose, lactose, dulcite. and arabinose. The reaction 
in litmus milk caused an acid clot on the second day. the clot remaining un¬ 
changed at the end of a week. 

The optimum temperature was found to be between 28"" and 30° C., 
which is strong evidence in favour of the view that its native home is the tropical 
portion of America, probably in the vicinity of the Carribean Sea. 

It was ascertained experimentally that the cactus “moth borers" Melitara 
prodcnialis, from Florida, and M. junciolincella, from Texas, as well as another 
Pyralid (Phycitid) moth, Mimorista flayidissimalis, from Texas, were all able 
during their caterpillar stages to transmit the organism from diseased to sound 
portions of the same or other plants, the bacteria probably being carried on the 
nairs and skin of the larvae and deposited in the injuries or tunnels made by 
them. Under such circumstances, the lesions occasioned by the insects are 
greatly aggravated; in fact, in the case of very young larvae (first mstar) of 
Melitara^ the destruction and liquefaction of plant tissue may be so rapid as to 
imprison or even drown them while in their tunnels. This does not happen with 
older caterpillars which migrate from the decomposing segment and carry the 
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infection to the next one invaded by them. The organism would also certainly 
be transmitted by similar F*yralid larvae (Cactoblastis caclorum and C. butyrus) 
which attack cacti in South America. 

The boring larvae of the cactus longicom beetles, Mofteilema spp., also 
may act as transmitters as a result of contamination, and thus their action in 
destroying old stems and underground parts of prickly pear plants may be 
accelerated. 

The common ferment Hies (Drosophilidae) which invade ripe and rotting 
fruit, decaying vegetation, etc., in Brisbane, are attracted to decomposing prickly 
pear, in which they readily breed and on which they feed. The flies are capable 
of acting as transmitters of the disease by infecting injured surfaces of segments. 

A series of experiments was carried out, using the following four species 
of cactus bugs: Chelwides vittigera (Texas), C, vittigera [?] (Florida variety), 
C. canyona, and C. tabulata, which were allowed to feed on obviously diseased 
segments for a few days and then transferred to healthy segments, but in no 
case did infection result. Perhaps the outside of the rostrum of the bugs may 
have become cleansed during the act of puncturing the tissues of the plant to 
which they had been subsecjuently transferred. 

The effect of B, cacHctdus on a variety of crops and fruits was tried out 
in the laboratory. In the case of growing plants the surface of leaves was 
scratched and material from an active culture was placed in the injuries, but 
no disease developed. The plants so tested were wheat, barley, oats, maize, and 
Ic^mes Direct inoculation as well as attempted infection of scratches was 
tried in the case of banana plants, but without success. The organism was 
inoculated, but failed to produce any disease, in the following fruits: apple, 
pear, plum, peach, banana, mango, pineapple, custard apple; also in carrots, 
parsnips, beet, turnips, cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, and sugar-cane. It was 
found that hard cucurbitaceous fruits such as the pumjd^n were not affected, 
but that the more pulpy kinds such as squashes, melons; and marrows were, 
the parenchyma completely breaking down into a liquid as a result of deep 
inoculation even from an agar culture. Under ordinary cot^tions of tempera¬ 
ture potatoes were not affected by inoculation, but if kept in an incubator at 
37° C. then decomposition was produced. 

The disjase was not encountered anywhere in the United States, except in 
Miami, Florida, either by the senior author or by his colleague, Mr. J. C. Hamlin. 
The gardm from which the origmai material was obtained is primarily utilized 
for growing tropical agricultural plants and various kinds of citrus fruits. As 
any lesion on fruits would soon be observed, and if unknown to those in charge, 
would be submitted for expert examination, it is reasonable to assume that citrus 
fruits are not suscrotible to attack. 

It ^ms as if B. cacticidus may play a very important role in prickly pear 
eradication in Australia during the warm moist summer, by becoming associated 
(as a result of contamination) with the larval st^s of the moths Melitara and 
Mimortsta especially, and, to a less extent, the adult Drosophilid flies and the 
larvae of MoneiletM beetles, but without these aids the organism will at'most 
produce only a local lesion on the plant, acting as a wound parasite. 

The following species of pricidy pear occurrii^ naturalized in Australia 
are st^ptible to attack, viz., Opmiia tomntosa, 0. inermis, 0. stricta, 0. 
aurantMca, 0. ntgactmtha, 0. jkusAndka, and 0. monacantha (vulgaris). It 
can be safely assumed that the remaining species wWdi occur more sparsely in 
our continent are idso suscq>tible. ^ 
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NBW AUSTRALIAN MICRO-LBPIDOPTBRA. 

By A. Jlfferis Turner, M.D., F.E.S. 

[Read July 12, 1923.] 

Fam. GLYPFIIPTERYGIDAE. 

Gen. Epithetica, nov. 

infittriKo, active. 

Tongue present. Labial palpi moderately long, recurved, scarcely reaching 
vertex, rather stout, laterally compressed, slightly rough-scaled; terminal joint 
shorter than second, obtusely pointed. Maxillary palpi obsolete. Antennae 
about f, without pecten; in male simple. Thorax with a posterior crest. 
Middle tibiae much thickened with scales towards apex. Posterior tibiae clothed 
with long loose hairs above and beneath. Forewings with 2 from shortly before 
angle, 7 and 8 coincident, 11 from before middle of cell. Hindwings broadly 
ovate, cilia 3 and 4 connate or stalked, 5, 6. 7 separate, parallel. 

This interesting genus has neuration identical with Hierodoris, Meyr., from 
New Zealand, but differs in the long-haired posterior tibiae and presence of a 
thoracic crest. It is probably an independent development from Heliostibcs, 
Zel., also from New Zealand, but not, so far, known from Australia. 

Epithetica typhoscia, n. sp. 

Tv4n>trKiot, darkly shaded. 

rf, 14-15 mm. Head fuscous; face grey. Palpi pale-grey irrorated ex¬ 
tensively with blackish, which sometimes forms transverse rings. Antennae 
fuscous annulated with pale grey; in male simple. Thorax dark fuscous; 
patagia and a pair of lateral spots brown. Abdomen dark fuscous. I.egs dark 
fuscous; posterior tibiae and tarsi partly whitish-ochreous. Forewings sub¬ 
oblong, posteriorly dilated, costa slightly arched, apex rounded-rectangular, 
termen sinuate beneath apex, slightly oblique; dark fuscous; a .suffused brown 
subbasal fascia; a brown incomplete fascia- from dorsum before middle, 
reaching ^ across disc, edged anteriorly with grey; immediately after this a 
suffused grey fascia from midcosta to beyond middorsum, in it a fine black 
line from | costa to | dorsum; another grey fascia containing a dark line from 
4 costa to termen above tomus; terminal ed^e fuscous preceded by a grey line; 
cilia fuscous. Hindwings dark fuscous; cilia fuscous. 

New ^uth Wales: Lisraore, in October, two specimens. 

Sagalassa homotona, Swin. 

Bahtaea homotona, Swin^ Cat. Oxf. Mus., i., p. 36, pi. ii., f. 18. 

d> 22 mm. Head dark fuscous; face partly ochrtous. Palpi 3^; dark 
fuscous, lower surface whitish-ochreous. Antennae dark fuscous; in male with 
thidken^ stalk, pectinations 2. Thorax fuscous. Abdomen dark fuscous with 
white subbasal and median transverse lines on dorsum; beneath irregularly 
mixed with white. L^s [middle pair absent] dark fuscous; dorsum of tibiae 
except base and posterior third whitish-ochreous; apices of tibiae and first two 
tarsal joints whitish. Forewings narrowly oblong, dilated beyond middle, costa 
sinuate, apex rounded, termen obliquely rounded; dark fuscous; costa narrowly 
odtreous to |, thence whitish; a few ochreous scales above | dorsum; an 
dot^te-oval longitudinal ochreous spot in middle of terminal area; cilia 
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{ua:ous. Hindwings with termeit neariy straight; datl: ftwcous; eosla broadly 
ochrcous'whitish; central area of disc scaleless, tranimrent; cilia fascons. 

Described from the type in Oxford Museum, labelled "Australia.” This 
species is otherwise unknown to me. 

Sagalasaa poecilota, n. sp. 

munXoros, variegated. 

d, $, 18-19 mm. Head brownish-grey. Palpi porrect; second joint with 
an apical tuft of hairs above; terminal joint with apex obtusely rounded; 
whitish-ochreous partly suffused with fuscous. Antennae brownish-grey mixed 
with fuscous; in male serrate with moderate ciliations 1. Thorax brownish- 
grey, in centre fuscous. Abdomen dark fuscous, apices of segments ringed 
with ochreous. Legs fuscous; tarsal annulations and hairs on posterior tibiae 
ochreous. Forewings rather narrow, not dilated, costa straight to middle, thence 
arched, apex rounded, termen obliquely rounded; brownish-grey towards base 
suffused with ochreous-whitish, beyond middle purple-tinged; an inwardly 
oblique fuscous-brown fascia from midcosta to i dorsum, narrow on costa, 
gradually broadening to dorsum; an obscure, suffused, subterminal fuscous line, 
sharply angulated inwards in disc; .s<mie reddish apical suffusion; a fuscous 
terminal line; cilia grey. Hindwings with termen gentl> rounded; dark fuscous; 
a median orange spot before middle, and a second, smaller, between it anc 
donsum; cilia pale orange. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, three specimens, received from Mr. F. P. 
Dodd, bred from the fruits of Calamus australis. 

Tortyra divitiosa, WIk. 

Saptha divitiosa, WUc., Cat. Brit. Mus., xxx, p. 1015. 

Badera nobilts, Feld., Reise Nov., pi. 139, f. 9. 

Tortyra divitiosa, Meyr., Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1907, p. 99. 

North Queensland: Claudie River, one specimen, taken by Mr. J. A. 
Kershaw; also from New Guinea and Moluccas. Not previously recorded from 
Australia. 

Simaethis lygaeopa, n. sp. 

A.I yotonros, dark. 

d, 16 mm. Head fuscous-brown thinly sprinkled with fine whitish points. 
Palpi white; second joint with three blackish riilgs; terminal joint with three 
blackish rings including apex. Antennae white sharply ringed with black; 
ciliations in male 4. Thorax fuscous-brown with fine whitish points. Abdomen 
fuscous. Legs fuscous; tarsi annulated with whitish. Forewings broadly 
triangular, costa strongly arched, apex obtusely angled, termen slightly bowed, 
slightly oblique; dark fuscous-brown sprinkled with whitish scales, the absence 
of which leaves dark markings; a subbasal fascia; another narrower at i, 
followed by a whitish costal dot; a broad fascia from costa before middle, 
contracting in disc to a dentate line, which finally curves outwards to beyond 
middle of dorsum; beyond this are two whitish costal dots, between which 
ori^nates a fine line, which is strongly bent outwards towards termen, before 
which it is thrice dentate) then beht inwards, and continued parallel to termen, 
but does not reach dorsum; beyond and ^rallel to this is a subterminal line, 
which does not reach costa; cilia fuscous with a black basal and whitish terminal 
line. Hindwings with termen only slightly bowed; fuscous; cilia fuscous, 
apices paler. 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet), in December, two specimens; 
New South Wales: Lismore, in January. 
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Fam. HYPONOMEUTIDAE. 

* 

Zellem orthopteura, n. sp. 
with straight costa. 

rf, 9, 13-15 mm. ‘Head grey. Palpi slender; whitish. Antennae grey. 
Thorax ip^y* Abdomen pale grey. L^s ^ey; posterior pair and middle 
tarsi whitish. Forewings narrow, costa straight, apex rounded, termen and 
dorsum continuous, straight; grey; numerous fuscous dots, some on basal half 
of costa, a subterminal and a subdorsal series in disc; a suffused inwardly 
oblique mark in disc before middle, and another on middorsum; cilia grey 
with some fuscous irroration around apex. Hindwings lanceolate; pale grey; 
cilia 3; pale grey. 

Nearest Z. araeodcs, Mcyr. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in August; Coolangatta, in September; Charle- 
ville, in September; four specimens. 

Zelleria euthysema, n. sp. 

€vSvarrffio^, with Straight marking. 

d, 16-18 mm Head and palpi white Antennae grey, whitish towards 
base. Thorax white; patagia orange. Abdomen pale grey. Legs grey; 
posterior pair whitish. Forewings lanceolate, costa strongly arched, apex acute, 
termen and dorsum continuous, straight; white; a slender yellow subcostal 
line to 8; a yellow or orange median streak from base to above tornus, in 
posterior half edged above with grey; a suffused sttcak of grey irroration 
from beyond middle of disc to apex, broadening posteriorly; cilia white irrorated 
with grey, sometimes tinged with yellow beneath apex, on dorsum grey-whitish. 
Hindwings broadly lanceolate; pale grey; cilia IJ, gre\-whitish. 

Queensland: Crow\s Ne§t, near Toowoomba, in October; Stanthorpe, in 
February; two specimens. 

Zelleria panceuthes, ii. sp. 

rrayK€vOri%, well concealed. 

<y, 12 mm. Head fuscous-brown. Palpi whitish, external surface mixed 
with fuscous. Antennae fuscous. Thorax fuscous-brown. Abdomen grey. 
Legs fuscous; posterior pair grey. Forewings narrow, costa nearly straight, 
apex pointed; fuscous-brown with fuscous irroration; a series of minute 
fuscous dots on costa from base to middle; a paler dorsal streak suddenly 
broadening at ji so as to extend beyond middle of disc, this extension is bounded 
anteriorly by a defined oblique line, posteriorly it is suffused and undefined; 
cilia grey, on and near apex fuscous, Hindwings lanceolate; grey; cilia 3^, 

gr«y- 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet), in January, one specimen. 

Zelleria perimeces, n. sp. 

elongate. 

<f, 9 , 20-22 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax grey. Abdomen 
<K;hreoua-grey. Legs fuscous; posterior pair grey. Forewings moderately 
narrow, costa slightly arched, apex obtusely pointed; grey with a few fuscous 
scales; some scattered fuscous dots, more numerous towards base; an inwardly- 
oblique fuscous line from i costa to 8 dorsum^more or less developed; a 
brownish-fuscous apical spot; cilia grey, around apex fuscous. Hindwings 
broadly lanceolate; grey; cilia 1, grey. 

Victoria: Mount Macedon, near Gisborne, in March, five specimens received 
from Mr. Geo, Lyell, who found the pupae beneath the thin bark of smooth gum 
(Eucalyptus) trunks. Type in Coll. Lyell. 
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Xyrosarit acrdsutha, n. sp. 

iKpo$oiv6ot, tawny at the apex. 

d, 15 mm. Head white. Palpi fuscous, inner surface whitish; second 
joint slender, not tufted; terminal joint dilated with long hairs obscuring apex. 
Antennae grey. Thorax whitish with some grey irroration. Abdomen grey; 
tuft ochreous-whitisb. Legs fuscous; posterior pair whitish. Forewings 
narrow, costa nearly straight, apex pointed, termen and dorsum continuous, 
straight; grey with some fuscous irroration; towards dorsum suffused with 
whitish; 4 or 5 fuscous dots on basal third of costa and two subcostal dots 
beyond this; an interrupted blackish line on apical end^ of costa, and some 
blackish scales on terminal edge; cilia orange-brown with two postmedian 
fuscous lines, on dorsum grey. Hindwings broadly lanceolate; grey; cilia li, 
grey. 

Not unlike X. dryopa, Meyr., but palpi not tufted on second joint. 

Queensland: National Park (2,500 feet), in December, one specimen. 

Prays parilis, n. sp. 

Parilis, similar. 

d, $, 11-13 ram. Head and palpi white. Antennae grey. Thorax white; 
anterior edge fuscous. Abdomen grey. Legs grey; posterior pair whitish. 
Forewings rather narrow, costa nearly straight, apex rounded, termen very 
oblique; white; markings fuscous; a series of strigulae on basal third of costa, 
and another on basal third of dorsum, some dot-like, others produced into disc; 
a moderate fascia from | costa to | dorsum, sometimes divided on costa into 
strigulae separated by white dots, constricted in middle; a subapical costal 
spot, and a large spot on termen above tornus, sometimes connected; cilia grey. 
Hindwings and cilia grey. 

Nearest P. inscripta, Meyr., but with white thorax and only one fascia on 
forewing. 

Queensland; Brisbane, in November and December, three specimens. 

Prays amblystola, n. sp. 

d/tjSAvorroXoc, in dull clothing. 

(5 , 14 mm. Head and thorax fuscous-brown. Palpi and antennae fuscous. 
Abdomen and legs fuscous. Forewings narrow, dilated posteriorly, costa nearly 
straight, apex rounded, termen very oblique; fuscous-brown; a median whitish 
streiJc from | to |, suflhisedlv connected with middorsum, and again with tornus; 
some patchy whitish suffusion on apical portion of disc; cilia brown. Hind¬ 
wings grey, thinly scaled; cilia grey. 

New South Wales: Mount Kosciusko (3,500 feet), in January, two 
specimens. 

Charicrata sericolenca, n. sp. 

cn;ptKoAfvKot, silky-white. 

$, 13-14 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax white. Abdomen pale 
grey. Legs white; tarsi with fine fuscous annulations. Forewings narrow- 
oval, costa slightly arched, apex round-pointed, termen very obliquely rounded; 
shining white faintly tinged with ochreous and sparsely irrorated with pale 
fuscous, which forms fine transverse strigulae, near apex atul termen this is 
replaced by dark fuscous; cilia ochreous-vmitisb, sometimes with fuscous apicdl 
dots. Hindwings and cilia white. 

Queensland: National Paric (2,500 feet), in January; New South Wales: 
Lismore, in October, two specimens. 
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Hyponomeuta interruptellus, Saub. 

Tcinoptila interruptella, Saub, Semp Schmct Phil., ii, p. 701, pi. 66, f, 16. 

yponomeuta interruptellus, Meyr, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1907, p. 77. 

rf, 20 mm. Head whitish with a dark-fuscous central spot on crown. 
Palpi dark fuscous, inner surface whitish. Antennae dark fuscous, towards 
apex whitish. Thorax whitish with a posterior fuscous spot. Abdomen dark 
fuscous, under-surface whitish Legs, dorsal surface fuscous, ventral whitish. 
Forewings elongate, costa gently arched, apex round-pointed, termen obliquely 
rounded; dark fuscous with three irregular whitish blotches; first subbasal 
to 3, with two circular indentations above and beneath; second postmedian, 
containing a circular fuscous dot; third smaller, its lower edge touching termen; 
cilia fuscou.s. Hindwings and cilia dark fuscous. 

Not having seen the description of this species 1 cannot be sure of its 
identification, but from the meagre particulars given by Mr. Meyrick it seems 
probable. 

North Queensland: Claudie River, in February, one specimen taken by 
Mr. J. A. Kershaw; also from New Guinea and PhilHpine Islands. 

Hyponomeuta myriosemus, Turn. 

This species and the following are very closely allied, and both are slightly 
variable; probably, however, they are really distinct. My original material 
consisted of three examples, of which two are paurodcs, only the type being 
myriosemus. As I have now more examples, I think it desirable to redescribe 
them. 

6 , 24-30 mm.; 9, 30-32 mm. Forewings with costa nearly straight to 
middle, thence gently arched, apex rounded-rectangular, termen nearly straight; 
white with blackish markings; costal edge towards base blackish; a series of 
4 or 5 dots on basal J of costa, sometimes followed by a sixth dot; beyond this 
a subcostal series of I, 2, 3, 4, or 5 dots; a median seiies of 3 or 4 dots in 
basal the first basal, second and third on fold; a submedian series of 2 or 3 
dots in apical -J; a subdorsal series of 4 or 5 dots; a dot on tornus, a variable 
number of terminal dots, sometimes partly confluent, sometimes those near 
apex partly obsolete; terminal edge beneath apex blackish; cilia white with a 
grey or fuscousv po^^tmedian line sometimes extending to apices. Hindwings 
grey, towards base suffused with whitish f cilia grey, apices sometimes whitish, 
on tornus and dorsum whitish. 

Queensland: Duaringa (Meyrick); Brisbane; Mount Tambourine, in 
November ind January; Coolangatta, in October; five specimens; New South 
Wales: KatoOmba (Meyrick). 

Hyponomeuta paurodes. Meyr 

Yponomeuta paurodes, Meyr., Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1907, p. ISO. 

<J, 18-24 mm.; 9 1 20-26 mm. Forewings more arched towards apex than 
in myriosemus, apex and termen more rounded; white with blackish markings; 
costal edge towards base blackish; a costal series of 4 or 5 dots on basal |; 
a subcostal series of 3 (rarely 4) dots beyond these; a median series of 4 dots 
in Ibasal the first basal, second and third on fold; two submedian dots in 
apical half; a subdorsal series of 3 dots (one example has a minute fourth dot 
on ont, side only); a dot on tornus, a second on termen below middle, some¬ 
times two minute dots between these; upper part of termen without dots and 
fuscous edge (one example has two minute dots arranged longitudinally before 
and at a short distance from ^ex on one side only); cilia wholly white. Hind¬ 
wings grey, towards base suffused with whitish; cilia white, bases sometimes 
grey but not on tornus and dorsum. 
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The best points of distinction from H, myriosemus appear to be the shape 
of the forewings, their wholly white cilia, the absence of blackish dots on 
terminal edge beneath apex, and the almost invariable restriction of the sub¬ 
dorsal dots to three. 

North Queensland: Townsville, in July and August (Dodd); Queensland; 
Brisbane, in August; Coolangatta, in January and April; ten specimens. 

Atteva heaychima, n. sp. 

^<rvxtfUK, quiet. 

9, 32 mm. Head orange. Palpi fuscous; second joint with basal and 
apical whitish rings. Antennae grey. Thorax whitish; a fuscous spot on base 
of each patagium and another just before posterior apex. Abdomen whitish; 
a large fuscous spot on dorsum of each segment. Legs grey; posterior pair 
grey-whitish. Forewings elongate, slightly dilated posteriorly, costa strongly 
arched, apex rounded, termen obliquely rounded; whitish; a broad grey costal 
streak from base, narrowing to a point at |; a broad ^ey dorsal streak from -J, 
narrowing to a point before tornus; a terminal fascia, broadest at apex, not 
reaching tornus, grey, near apex suffused with fuscous; a fuscous .spot on 
base of costa, one above and another beneath fold near base, two on edge of 
costal streak at middle and f, one on fold at | resting on dorsal streak, another 
at S in a line with this, one posterior and between the last and second subcostal 
spot, a third subcostal, three close together in a line above tornus; cilia fuscous- 
grey. Hind wings broader (H); grey; cilia grey-whitish becoming whitish 
on tornus and dorsum. 

In the type 8 and 9 of forewing arc stalked on one side, separate on the 
other. 

Queensland; National Park (2,500 feet), in December, one specimen. 

Ethmia olbUta, n. sp. 

ik^uTTot, most happy. 

<S, 9> 16-20 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax blackish. Antennae blackish, 
in male minutely ciliated. Abdomen blackish; tuft ochreous; underside in 
female ochreous towards apex. Legs blackish; hairs on posterior tibiae yellow. 
Forewings elongate-oval, costa strongly arched, apex rounded, termen obliquely 
rounded, dark fu.scous; a blackish discal dot in middle at f, more or less 
distinct; rarely this is preceded by a similar dot before middle; cilia dark 
fuscous. Hin^ings elongate, as broad as forewings; orange-yellow; a large 
blackish apical blotch; cilia blackish, towards tornus and on dorsum yellow. 

Queensland: Bunya Mountains (3,500 ft.), in October, seven specimens. 
This pretty little species was rather common on the upper slopes of Mount 
Mowbullan. 

Tanaoctena ooptila. Turn. 

Queensland: National Park (2,500 feet), in December, one worn specimen, 
which I refer to this species; the first discal dot is expanded into a small fuscous 
blotch. In this genus the antennae of male are bipectinated (not unipectinated 
as stated in my diagnosis), and the forewings have 8, 9, 10 stalked. 

Gen. LtMoefaroa, nov. 

KuTfroxpoos, smooth skinned. 

Head smooth with some loose anterior scales between antennae. Tongue 
present. Palpi smooth, slender, porrect; terminal joint shorter than second. 
Maxillary palpi obsolete. Antennae about basal joint long and flattened to 
form a rudimentaty eyecap, pecten strongly developed. Posterior tibiae anooth. 
Forewings with 2 from shortly before angle, 3 and 4 stalked from angle, S from 
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shortly above angle, 6 from middle, 7 to termen, 8 and 9 stalked, 10 from 
shortly before angle, 11 from before middle. Hindwings with 3 and 4 
coincident, 5, 6, 7 separate, parallel, discocellulars very oblique between 7 and 5. 

Intermediate between Chionogenes, Meyr., and Sphenograptis, Meyr. 

Lissochroa argostola, n. sp. 

apyoerroAos, robed in white. 

9, 16 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax white. Antennae grey, towards base 
white. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish. Forewings ovate-lanceolatc, costa 
moderately arched, apex acute, termen very oblique; shining white with u few 
scattered fuscous scales; a fuscous spot on costa at followed by three equi¬ 
distant spots connected by slight fuscous irroration; a fine interrupted fuscous 
terminal line; cilia white, apices fuscous. Hindwings elongate-ovate; whitish- 
grey; cilia f; whitish-grey. 

Queensland: Brisbane, one example taken many years back; New South 
Wales: Lismore. in July. 

Fani. GRACILARIADAE. 

Epicephala stephanephora, n. sp. 

(rT€tf>avrjif}opo^, wearing a crown. 

d. 9> 11-13 mm. Head ochreous on crown; face and palpi white. 
Antennae pale grey, darker towards apex. Thorax white. Abdomen grey. 
Legs whiti.sh; anterior and middle tibiae and tarsi annulated with fuscous. 
Forewings grey; a broad white dorsal streak, its upper edge rather irregular; 
a triangular white costal spot at prolonged on costal edge towards base; two 
white costal spots beyond middle, followed by a short streak; a leaden-metallic 
transverse line cuts off a small apical area, which is white, and contains a 
large central fuscous spot; cilia white with a complete basal and a short apical 
blackish line, on dorsum grey. Hindwings narrow-lanceolategrey; cilia 5, 
grey. 

Easily recognized by the ochreous crown. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in April; Stradbrokc Island, in December; two 
specimens. 

Acrocercops pertenuis, n. sp. 

Pertenms, very small. 

9, 6 mm. Head and palpi white. Antennae pale grey becoming whitish 
towards basCj Thorax and abdomen white. Legs white; tarsi with slender 
tuscous annulations. Forewings white; three pale-fuscous transverse fasciae 
at 'J, middle, and the first two indistinct; an apical black spot; cilia pale 
fuscous, on costa and dorsum white, Hindwings lanceolate; whitish; cilia 4, 
whitish, 

Queensland: Coolangatta, in October, one specimen. 

Acrocercops heteropsis, Ix)w. 

Queensland: Charleville, in September. I took three cxar^les of this 
curiously^marked species on the lee side of a fence after a storm. The thorax is 
depressed, not raised from the surface in the position of rest. The fuscous colour¬ 
ing of the hindwings is confined to the male; in the female these are grey. This 
form of sexual difference does not occur in any other species of the genus, 
so far as 1 loiow. 

' Parectopa actinosema, n, sp. 
brilliantly marked. 

d, 9 tnm. Head silvery-white. Palpi whitish; second joint fuscous 
externally; terminal jpint as long as second. Antennae fuscous; basal joint 
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with a terminal tuft of long scales anteriorly.' Thorax white; patagia fuscous. 
Abdomen dark grey. Legs fuscous; tarsi broadly annulated with white; middle 
tibiae strongly expanded at apex. Forewings narrow, costa nearly straight; 
brownish-fuscous; four snow-white spots edged with fuscous; first on base 
of dorsum, elongate; second on dorsum from before ^ to mid^e, upper edge 
curved,'reaching more than half across disc; third on dorsum from beyond 
middle to f, reaching half ^ross disc, upper edge bisinuate; fourth subapical, 
smaller, oval; cilia grey, on apex ochreous-brown. Hindwings and cilia grey. 

Queensland: Cbolangatta, in October, one specimen. 

Gracilaria pedina, n. sp. 

TTcSivof, living on the plain. 

<f, 12-13 mm. Head and thorax grey. Palpi whitish, apex of second joint 
and a subapical ring on terminal joint dark fuscous. Antennae grey annulated 
with fuscous. Legs fuscous irrorated with whitish; posterior pair and middle 
tarsi mostly whitish. Forewings narrow, posteriorly dilated, costa strongly 
arched towards apex; grey finely irrorated with dark fuscous; a broadly 
suffused whitish streak, not clearly defined, on costa from ^ to containing some 
dark-fuscous scales, and two dark-fuscous dots in basal part, interrupted almost 
completely by dark-fuscous scales before middle; cilia grey, around apex mixed 
with dark fuscous. Hindwings and cilia grey. 

Queensland: Charleville, in September, two specimens. 

Gracilaria thiophylla. Turn. 

I think G. Uparoxantha, Meyr., Exot. Micro., ii,, p. 297 (1920), is a synonym. 

Fam. PLUTELLIDAE. 

, Gen. Leuroptila, nov. 

Xcv/>oirr(A.of, smooth winged. 

Head moderately rough haired, with anterior rough hairs on fillet; face 
smooth. Labial palpi rather long, smooth, drooping; terminal joint shorter than 
second. Tongue developed. Maxillary palpi very short, porrect. Antennae |; 
basal joint stout, with strong pecten. Posterior tioiae smooth scaled. Forewings 
with 2 and 3 connate from angle of cell, 4 absent, 7 to costa, 8 wd 10 absent. 
Hindwings elongate-ovate; 4 absent, 3 and 5 connate, 6 and 7 widely separate, 
parallel. 

Kelated, I think, though distantly, to Tonsa, "Wlk. In that genus I think 
vein 7 is present and runs to costa, the absent veins being 5, 8, 9, and 10. 

Leuroptila tephropaata, n. sp. 

r€<ppoira<rrot, sprinkled with ashes. 

$, 13 mm. Head and palpi ochreous grey-whitish. Antennae grey, 
towards base paler. Thorax whitish-grey. ifUidomen grey. Legs pale 
grey. Forewings moderate, costa straight to |, thence arched, apex obtuse; 
ochreous-grey-whitish finely irrorated and transversely strigulated with grey; 
suffused grey spots on | dorsum and in disc above tomus; cilia pale ochreous-grey 
with apical and subapical fuscous lines. Hindwings grey; cilia 1, grey. 

Qtieensland: Toowoomba, in December, one specimen. 

Diatiuyptica ctllibrya, n. sp. 

acoAX^/ivov, beautifully moss-green. 

d, 14 mm. Head green. Palpi fuscous; inner surface gr^-whitisb. 
Antennae fuscous; ventral surface grey-whitish; in male simfde. .Thorax 
fuscous. Abdomen grey. Legs fuscous; posterior pair paler; tarsi ringed 
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with whitish. Forewings rather narrow, costa gently arched, apex pointed, 
termen straight, oblique; pale grey mottled with fuscous and suffused with 
green; a broad green dorsal streak, its edge very irregular, obtusely indented 
at i and f, containing a basal dorsal fuscous spot; six equidistant quadrangular 
dark costal spots; centre of disc suffusedly darker; terminal edge irrorated 
with black and white scales; cilia green, apices paler, a fuscous bar at apex, 
and another on costa before apex. Hindwings elpngate-ovate; grey; cilia |, 
grey. 

This protectively coloured but singularly beautiful moth is difficult to 
describe; it is, however, unlike anything else. 

Queensland: National Park (3,500-4,000 feet), in December, two specimens. 

Diathryptica theticopis, n. sp. 

BrjTtKonris, of menial appearance. 

9, 15 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax fuscous. Antennae grey. Abdomen 
whitish; paired fuscous dots on dorsum of third to sixth segments. Legs 
fuscous; posterior pair whitish. Forewings rather narrow, costa gently arched, 
apex rounded, termen obliquely rounded; ochreous-fuscous with moderate dark- 
fuscous irroration; a dark-fuscous <lisral dot at cilia fuscous. Hindwings 
elongate-ovate; 3 and 4 stalked; whitish; cilia whitish. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in April, one specimen. 

Orthenches liparochroa, n. sp. 

kiwafto\poo%, glossy. 

cf, 17 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax fuscous Antennae grey, towards 
base fuscous. Abdomen and hindlegs whitish. Forewings moderate, costa 
rather strongly arched, apex rounded, termen obliquely rounded; very pale 
ochreous with general fuscous irroration and markings, rather glossy; an 
ill-defined, rather broad, antemedian, transverse fa.scia; four fairly equidistant 
costal spots between this and apex; where fuscous irroration is less dense it 
forms small transverse strigulae; cilia whitish-ochreous with a fuscous sub- 
basal line. Hindwings broadly ovate; grey-whitish; cilia -J, grey-whitish. 

Queensland: Killamcy, in October, one specimen. 

Orthenches pleurosticta, n. sp. 

vktvptHTTtKTin, with spotted costa. 

d, 15 mm. Head fuscous; face ochreous-whitish. Palpi fuscous; inner 
surface ochreous-whitish. Antennae fuscous; pecten ochreous-whitish. 
I'horax fuscous. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish; anterior pair fuscous; all 
tarsi fuscous with two whitish rings. Forewings rather narrow, costa gently 
arched, apex nearly rectangular, termen obliquely rounded; whitish irrorated 
and marked with fuscous-grey; a clearly defined basal patch, its edge running 
from I costa to i dorsum; costa with numerous minute strigulae; a large 
triangular discal spot above tomus, and another between this and termen; cilia 
fuscous, apices whitish except on tomus and dorsum. Hindwings elongate- 
ovate; grey; cilia J, grey. 

Queensland: Toowoomba, in October, one specimen. 

Paraphyllts pamphaea, n. sp. 

all dusky. 

d, 9, 18-24 mnt. Head, thorax, and abdomen fuscous. Palpi whitish. 
Antennae fuscous. Legs fuscous; posterior ^ir grey. Forewings with costa 
moderately arched, apex pointed; fuscous; cilia fuscous. Hindwings broadly 
lanceolate; fuacous; cilia fuscous. 
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QaeMriftnd: Brisbane, in F«jbniaty; 
three sjiiefclmens. 


'N^ctoic^: Gisbnme, in Septemlieri 


Paraphyllia diatoma, n. ap. 

Wofu*?; divided thronghout. 

$, 24 nim. Head, antennae, thorax, and abdomen fuscous. Palpi whitish. 
Legs fuscous; posterior pair grey. Forewings with costa strongly arched, apex 
pointed; fuscous; a broad whitish line slightly above middle from base to 
apex; cilia fuscous, on apex whitish. Hindwings broadly lanceolate, fuscous; 
cilia fuscous. 

New South Wales: Sydney, one specimen. 


Paraphyllis stichogranuna, n. sp. 

(n-txoypa/u./M>«, marked with lines. 

d, 20 mm. Head and thorax fuscous. Palpi whitish; extreme apex fuscous. 
Antennae grey. Abdomen grey. Legs grey [posterior pair broken off]. 
Forewings elongate-oval, costa gently arched, termen very oblique, tornus not 
defined; a well-marked but ill-defined white streak from middle of disc <o 
termen; an obscure suffused white dorsal streak, not reaching base; cilia 
fuscous, on dorsum grey. Hindwings broadly lanceolate; grey; cilia 1J, grey. 
Queensland: Brisbane, in December, one specimen. 


Paraphyllis ochrocera, n. sp. 

mxpoK€f}ot, with pale antennae. 

6 , 18 mm. Head whitish. Palpi grey; internal surface whitish, .\ntennae 
whitish; apical half grey.* Thorax fuscous; anterior edge whiti.sh. Abdomen 
nehreous-grey. I,egs grey; anterior pair fuscous; hairs on posterior tibiae 
ochreons tinged. Forewings elongate-oval, costa strongly arched, apex pointed, 
termen very oblique; fuscous; a narrow whitish streak on basal half of costa; 
a similar median streak from base throughout, broadening just before termen; 
a third streak on posterior half of fold; cilia fuscous. Hindwings broadly 
lanceolate; grey; cilia 1, grey. 

A true Paraphyllis, but differs from other species in 7 and 8 of forewings 
being separate at origin 

Northern Territory: Darwin, one specimen received from Mr. G. F. Hill. 

Fam. COPROMORPHIDAE. 

Hypertbopha tortricifoemis, Gn. 

North Queensland: Gandie River, in December, one specimen, differing 
from the typical form in having the hindwings fuscous, except for a rather 
small orange median spot. This may represent a local race or subspecies. 

Fam. AMPHITHERIDAE. 

Amphithera hbterolepca. Turn. 

Having obtained a series of this species from the National Park, Queens¬ 
land. I am satisfied that A. monstruosa, Turn., is the same species. It differs 
only in the less development of white apices to the forewings, and this differs 
in individual specimens. 

North Queensland: Herberton; Queenriand: Nambour, Brisbane, Coolan- 
gatta. National Park (3-4,000 feet); New South Wales: Ebor, Katoomba. 
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Amphithera bemerina^ n* sp. 

diamal. 

dP, 18 mm. Eyes much enlarged ventrally, sharply incised posteriorly, so 
as to partially separate a smaller dorsal portion. Head and palpi brassy-yellow. 
Antennae longer than forcwings [tips broken off], simple; brassy-yellow annul- 
ated with fuscous. Thorax fuscous with large anterior and smaller posterior 
brassy-yellow spots. Abdomen fuscous; beneath pale ochreous; apical third 
shining white. Legs pale ochreous. Forewings elongate, costa straight to 
thence strongly arched, apex pointed, termen very oblique; fuscous; markings 
brassy-yellow, their edges rather suffused; a basal fascia; a suffused patch on 
§ costa, which gives off two clear processes; first inwards to middorsum, 
gradually broadening towards dorsum; second outwards to below middle of 
termen; an apical spot, its outer edge defined by a blackish line; cilia fuscous 
barred with yellow at apex and opposite terminal process. Hindwings with 4 
absent; fuscous; cilia fuscous. 

Notwithstanding the absence of vein 4 in the hindwings this species is 
allied to A, licteroleuca, and the ocular structure in the male shows the first 
stage in the development of the extraordinary eyes in the male of that species. 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet), in January, one specimen. 

Fam. LYONK'i lAUAE. 

Phyllocnistis curymochla, n. sp. 

fiipo/ioxA-o?, broadly barred. 

d, 5 mm. Head, thorax, palpi, and antennae whitish. Abdomen grey- 
v’hitish. Legs whitish Forewings moderate, apex rather obtusely pointed and 
rleflcxed; white; a broad luscous longitudinal Ijai beneath middle third oi 
costa, extending from immediately beneath costa to fold, giving off a slender 
Ihic beneath costa towards base, receding from costa posteriorly, and ending in 
an obtusely rounded point, w'herc it is joined by a fine fuscous line from J costa; 
beyond this a fine transverse fuscous line; beyond this again a large pale-orange 
spot, limited posteriori) by a fine fuscous line, which bifurcates before running 
to costa; a Wack apical dot; cilia wdntish. Hindwings almost linear; w^hitish ; 
cilia over 12, whiti.sh. 

North Queensland: Kuranda in October, Herberlon in June, two speci¬ 
mens, of which one is in Coll. Meyrick. 

. Phyllocnistis diplomochla, n. sp. 
doubly barred. 

cf, $, 5 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax white. Antennae white, becoming 
grey towards apex. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish. Forewings moderate, apex 
obtuse, with a very small deflexed terminal process; white; two longitudinal 
fuscoUsS lines from base to |, first from base of costa, soon becoming sqbcostal, 
second median, area between them ochreous tinged; a short, outwardly oblique, 
fuscous streak from costa beyond middle; beyond this a fine fuscous transverse 
line; a black apical dot; cilia white with two costal bars and a subapical hook 
fuscous. Hindwings almost linear; whitish; cilia over 12, whitish. 

Near P. atractias, Meyr., but without triangular dorsal spot. 

Queensland: Brisbane, three specimens. 

Phyllocnistis leptomianta, n. sp. 

Xfirrofuanro^, slightly stained. 

9* 5 mm. Head and thorax yellowish-white. Palpi whitish. Antennae 
whitish, towards apex tinged with grey. Abdomen and legs whitish. Forewings 
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moderate, apex acute; yellowish-white; ^ort oblique fuscous streaks from costa 
at J and middle directed outwards; a similar streu from dorsum before tomus; 
cilia whitish with four fine fuscous streaks on costal portion, first two outwardly 
oblique, last two more transverse, and a short dorsal streak near apex. Hind- 
wings linear-lanceolate; whitish; cilia over 12, whitish. 

Distinguished by the yellow-tinged forewings without longitudinal streaks 
and apical dot, 

Queensland: Brisbane, in 'August, one specimen. 

Crobylophora psammosticta, n. sp. 

^afi/looTucrot, sandy spotted. 

d , 6-7 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, thorax, abdomen, and legs white. 
Forewings white; markings pale browntsh-ochreous partly outlined with fuscous 
scales; a median basal spot, nearly confluent with a larger spot on fold; a 
third spot touching fold and middorsum, its long axis inwardly-oblique; two 
outwardly-oblique streaks from costa at | and f; a subapical costal dot; a 
raised silvery spot on tomus; cilia white. Hindwings narrow-lanceolate; 
white; cilia white. 

Queensland: Caloundra and Brisbane, in August, two specimens. 

Leucoptera argodea, n. sp. 

white. 

d, 6-8 mm. Head and thorax white; crown smooth. Antennae whitish or 
pale grey; basal joint white. Abdomen pale grey or grey-whitish. Legs white. 
Forewings shining white; sometimes two fine outwardly-oblique lines froni costa 
at ^ and shortly before apex extending half across disc, but these may be very 
faint; a raised silvery sjwt at tomus, preceded and followed by a fuscous dot; 
cilia white, sometimes with a fine fuscous median line opposite apex. Hind- 
wings narrow-lanceolate; white; cilia white. 

Very similar to L. daricella, Meyr,, which I refer to the same genus; it 
may be distinguished by the first costaJ line being far beyond middle, and by the 
smooth crown. 

North Queensland: Kuranda; Queensland: Brisbane, in August and 
September; five specimens. 

Leucoptera strophidota, n. sp. 

oTpo^Sorec, girdled. 

9, 6 mm. Head white; frons prominent with a small- crest of scales on 
crown. Antennae grey; basal joint white. Thorax white. Abdomen grey- 
whitish Legs white; anterior tarsi grey. Forewings shining white; a broad 
brassy transverse fascia at about fuscous in certain lights, dilated on dorsum, 
where it reaches middle; a large brassy^ apical spot; cilia white, with a fine 
fuscous apical hook. Hindwings almost linear; pale grey; cilia grey-whitish. 

Though very distinctly marked, this and the following resemble L. darietlla 
m the tufted head. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, near Cairns, in October and November, three 
specimens received from Mr, F. P. Dodd. 

Leucoptera plagloinitim, n. sp. 

irXayto/urpot, Obliquely girdled, 

<S, 9,7-9 mm. Head and thorax white; crown with a crest of rough hairs. 
Antennae grey-whitish; basal joint white. Abdomen pale g^y or whitish. 
Legs white; tarsi annulated with fuscous. Forewings shinmg white; a moderate, 
inwardly-oblique, brassy fascia from i costa to msar base of dorsum, somewhat 
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dilated on dorsum; a large brassy tornal spot; a short, outwardly-oblique, 
fuscous streak from f costa; a similar but broader streak at apex; cilia 
white, on costa and a fine apical hook fuscous. Hindwings narrow-lanceolate; 
white; cilia white. 

Queensland; Brisbane, in September; Toowoomba, in September and 
October; Bunya Mountains (3,500 feet), in October; six spetimens. 

Leucoptera chalcopleura, n. sp. 

with sides of brass. 

9,6 mm. Head and thorax white; crown smooth. Antennae grey; basal 
joint white. Abdomen and legs white. P'orewings shining w^hite; an outwardly- 
oblique, suboblong, coppery-fuscous spot on costa at J; two short converging 
lines from costa beyond §, with intervening irroration, fuscous; a large silvery 
tornal spot narrowly edged anteriorly and posteriorly with blackish; cilia white, 
on tornus fuscous tinged, with two fine fuscous lines from costa. Hindwings 
narrow-lanceolate; white; cilia white. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in Otober, one specimen. 

Leucoptera melanolitha, n. sp. 
black jewelled. 

9i 5 mm. Head and thorax snow-white; crown smooth. Antennae 
whitish-grey; basal joint white. Abdomen pale grey. Legs whitish. Fore¬ 
wings snow^-white; a large, quadrangular, blackish spot on 4 costa, reaching 
told; two fine, parallel, outw^ardly-oblique, fuscous streaks from costa at f and 
before apex; a large, quadrangular, silvery, tornal spot, edged anteriorly and 
posteriorly with blackish; cilia white with a short, oblique, fuscous streak above 
apex, and two blackish dots, longitudinally placed beneath apex. Hindwings 
and cilia whitish. 

Resembles L, chalcoplcura, but the costal spot is black and not oblique, the 
costal streaks are not converging, and the cilia are different. 

Queensland: National Park (3,(XX) ft.), in January, one specimen. 

Leucoptera argyroptera, n. sj). 

dpyvpoyrrcpoc, silvery winged, 

9* 5 mm. Head white; crown smooth, silvery-grey. Antennae grey; 
basal joint w^hite. Thorax silvery-grey. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish. 
Forewings silvery-grey; an outwardly-oblique, ochreous streak, edged with 
fuscous from midcosta, and a similar streak from middorsum, the two meeting 
at an acute angle; an ochreous spot on costa at a narrow subterminal 
ochreous fascia, preceded by a blackish dot on dorsum, and followed by a 
blackish spot in disc; a large g^y spot slightly above tornus; cilia whitish, 
an outwardly-oblique fuscous line from costa, nearly meeting another from 
apex in a wide V. Hindwdngs narrow-lanceolate; whitish-grey; cilia whitish- 
grey. 

North Queensland: Bowen, in June, one specimen. 

Leucoptera ioUtha» n. sp. 
with violet jewel. 

9, 6 mm. Head and thorax white. Antennae fuscous; basal joint white. 
Abdomen grey. Legs white; tarsi partly fuscous. Forewings shining white; 
a fine, fuscous, outwardly-oblique line from midcosta, meeting a curved line 
from \ dorsum; beyond these the disc is wholly brownish-ochreous, except for 
three white costal spots, a metallic tornal spot with violet reflections, and a 
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black subapical spot; cilia grey, on costa whitish with two fuscous streaks, one 
nearly transverse almost meeting another internally oblique from apex. Hind- 
wings narrow-lanceolate; grey; cilia grey, 

Queensland: Mount Tambourine, in October, one specimen. 

Leucoptera diasticha, n. sp. 

SuurrixcK, through lined. 

9, 5 mm. Head and thorax white; crown smooth. Antennae grey; basal ‘ 
joint white. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish. Forewings white; a fine fuscous 
line from | costa to dorsum before tomus, followed by a pale-oclireou.s shade, 
which is limited by a second shorter parallel line reaching middle of disc; a third 
subapical line reaching as far; a silvery tomal spot, preceded and followed by a 
black dot; cilia white, with three diverging lines in costa, the third running to 
apex. Ilindwings narrow-lanceolate; pale grey; cilia pale grey. 

Recognizable by the through line from costa to dor.sum. 

New South Wales: Hornsby, in June, one specimen received from Dr. R. 
J. Tillyard. 

Leucoptera toxeres, n. sp. 

ro$yi(yipt bearing a bow. 

<S, 9, 4-5 mm. Head and thorax white; crown smooth. Antennae grey; 
basal joint white. Abdomen grey. Legs white. Korewings white; a fine, 
fuscous, outwardly-oblique line from costa before middle to middisc, a second 
parallel line just beyond middle, the included area palc-ochreous; a slightly 
outwardly-curved fuscous line from i costa to dorsum before tornus; a short 
subapical line from costa; a pale-ocnreous tornal blotch edged on termen by 
a dark-fuscou.s line; a black apical spot; cilia whitish. Hindwings nar<*ow- 
lanceolate; grey-whitish; cilia whitish. 

Recognizable by the curved, transverse, postmedian line. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in June; Queensland: Dulong, near Nambour, 
in April; two specimens. 

Leucoptera asbolopaata, n. sp. 

dcrjSoAoircurrot, sprinkled with soot. 

d, 6 mm. Head and thorax white; crown smooth. Antennae grey; ba.sal 
joint white Abdomen pale grey with a large, subbasal, blackish, dorsal spot; 
tuft and underside whitish. Legs white. Forewings shining white; very faintly 
marked with ochreous; a costiU spot beyond middle, two short lines from costa 
between this and apex, and a short erect mark from tomus; cilia white, two 
fine fuscous lines from co.sta, the second of these is prolonpjed in a sinuous 
fashion around apex and becomes blackish as far as tornus, limiting an ochreous- 
tinged basal area. Hindwings narrow-lanceolate; grey-whitish densely irrorated 
with blackish scales except at apex; cilia whitish. Underside of both wings 
with greater part of disc densely irrorated with blackish scales. 

Very similar to L. teriphraeta, Meyr., of which I have both sexes from the 
same locality, readily distinguished by the peculiar blackish irroration, which 
may be sexual. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, one specimen received from Mr, F. P. Dodd. 

Opostega chalcoplediea, n. sp. 

xaAxoir\i;8tj«, filled with brass. 

d, 14 mm. Head white. Palpi grey. Antennae grey; basal joint white. 
Thorax brassy-fuscous. Abdomen grey. Lm[s grey-whitish; anterior pair 
fuscous. Fore wings lancetdate, apex acute; brassy-fuscous; a white costal 
streak from near base to near apex; a white dorsal streak from near base to 
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tornus. interrupted in middle; apex blackish; cilia white, on apex broadly 
blackish. Hindwings lanceolate; pale grey; cilia pale grey. 

Western Australia: Perth, one specimen. 

Opostega brithys, n. sp. 

/J/jitfvs, heavy. 

9, 16 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax white. Abdomen grey. 
Legs ochreous-whitish ; anterior pair greyish. Fore wings white, slightly greyish 
tinged, becoming grey near apex; cilia grey, basal half fuscous around apex, 
on tornus and dorsum wholly whitish. Hindwings broadly lanceolate; grey; 
cilia grey. 

A remarkably large species for this genus. 

North Queensland: Cairns district, one specimen received from Mr. F. F. 
Dodd. 

Opostega monotypa, n. sp. 

fiovoTwo^, with one mark. 

cT, 8 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax while. Abdomen and legs 
whitish. Forewings white; a suboval, ftiscous, costal spot slightly beyond 
middle; a minute apical black dot; cilia whitish. Hindwings narrow-lanceolate: 
grey-whitish; cilia whitish. 

North Queensland: Cairns district, one specimen received from Mr. F. P. 
Dodd. 

Opostega atypa, n. sp. 

irvTTos, without marking. 

9. 8 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax white. Abdomen and legs 
ochreous-whitish. Forewings broadly-lanceolate, acute; white, towards dorsum 
faintly ochreous tinged; cilia whitish. Hindwings lanceolate; grey-whitish; 
cilia whitish. 

North Queensland: Cairns, in July, one specimen. 

Opostega phaeospila, n. sp. 

ifHiio<nnXo%, with dusky spot. 

6 , 7 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax white. Abdomen grey. 
Legs whitish; anterior pair grey, Forewings white; a small fuscous spot on 
costa at I; two fine, outwardly-oblique; converging, short, fuscous streaks from 
costa before apex; cilia whitish, a fine, fuscous, transverse streak above apex, 
and a short, blackish, transverse streak opposite apex. Hindwings and cilia 
pale grey, 

Queensland: National Park (3.500 to 4,000 feet), in January, one specimen, 

Opostega centrospila, n. sp. 

Mvtpoairtko^, with central spot, 

d, 7-8 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax white. Antennae grey, towards base 
white. Legs grey; posterior pair whitish, Forewings moderate, apex obtuse; 
white with fuscous markings; an elongate spot in disc above middle; an oblique 
streak from midcosta and another from dorsum, the two sometimes meeting: 
a variable marginal s'lflfusion on apex and teiroen; cilia whitish with some 
fuscous admixture, on dorsum grey-whitish. Hindwings lanceolate; pale grey; 
cilia 4, pale grey. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in August; Mount Tambourine, in November; two 
Specimens. 
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Opottega phaeopaata, n. sp. 

^otorooTot, dusky spfinkled. 

9, 6 mm. Head, thorax, and palpi white. Antennae grey, towards base 
white. Abdomen pale grey. Legs whitish. Forewings moderate, obtuse, but 
with a short, narrow-pointed, apical process; white; a broadly suffused band 
of fuscouS irroration from dorsum near base, towards and connected with costa 
at I, thence subcostal to near.apex; a fuscous dot on termen; cilia whitish, 
beneath apical process fuscous. Hindwings lanceolate; whitish; cilia 6, whitish. 

Queensland; Coolangatta, in September, one specimen. 

Bucculatrix ulocarena, n. sp. 

oiKompt/voif shaggy headed. 

9,6-7 mm. Head with a dense tuft of hairs on crown; whitish. Antennae 
grey; basal joint whitish, dilated into an eyecap, which is pectinate on anterior 
edge. Thorax grey-whitish. Abdomen grey. Legs grey. Forewings moderate, 
apex acute; grey-whitish, posterior half more or less irrorated with dark fuscous; 
cilia grey, on apex and termen irrorated with dark fuscous. Hindwings lanceo¬ 
late; grey; cilia 5, grey. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in November, January, February, and March, four 
specimens. 

Hierocrobyla lophocera, n. sp. 

kotfxmtpot, with crested antennae. 

d, 9 mm. Head whitish; crown smooth, a small crest of rough hairs on 
fillet. Antennae grey ; basal joint whitish, elongate, dilated into an eyecap from 
the distal end of which projects a strong pointed process, nearly as long as 
itself. Thorax whitish-ochreous. [Abdomen broken off.] Legs whitish. 
Forewings narrow, apex pointed; whitish-ochreous; cilia ochreous-whiti.sh, on 
dorsum grey-whitish. Hindwings lanceolate; grey-whitish; cilia 6, grey-whitish. 

Like H. sporodectis, Meyr., but with peculiar antennal structure. 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet)), in December, one specimen. 

Lyonetia embolotypa, n. sp. 

tp.fioXarvrof, wedge marked. 

d, 8 mm. Head and palpi white. Antennae whitish, towards apex grey; 
basal joint white. Thorax whitish. (Abdomen broken.] Legs whitish; pos¬ 
terior tibiae and first two tarsal joints with apical dark-fuscous dots. Forewings 
whitish; markings brownish-fuscous; a dorsal spot near base; a broad oblique 
.streak from ^ dorsum meeting another from ^ costa at an acute angle in middisc; 
a second oblique costal streak from beyond middle, nearly meeting a tomal spot; 
a third short costal streak at |, and another between this and apex; a black 
dot at apex; cilia grey, on costa and apex whitish with two costal and one apical 
browniiih-fuscous bars. Hindwings almost linear; grey; qjlia grey. 

Nearest L. leptomitella, Meyr.; Stegommata, Meyr., is, 1 think, another 
name for Lyonetia, 

Queensland: l^unt Tambourine, in November, one specimen. 

Lyonetia acromelaa, n. sp. 

Anpofukat, black at the apex. 

d, 8 mm. Head, thorax, and palpi white. Antennae li, basal joint dilated 
to form a broad^ eyecap; white, becoming grey towards apex. [Abdomen broken 
off.l Legs white; middle tarsi with blackish dots on dorsum [posterior pair 
broken off]. Forewitijgs narrow, apex with a short, slender, acute, deflexed, 
terminal prexess; white; a very slender foscous streak from | dorsum to 
middle of disc, strongly outwardly-oblique ; similar streaks from f costa and 
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tomus meetinf in an acute angle at middisc; a slender transverse outwardly- 
curved line beyond this; an intensely black subapical spot; cilia whitish. Hind- 
wings linear-lanceolate; whitish; cilia 10, whitish, a fuscous apical dot. 

In this and the following the crown of head is smooth, except for a few 
raised scales on fillet between antennae. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in July, one specimen. 

Lyonetia photina, n. sp. 

^tarttvot, lustrous. 

6, 11-12 mm. Head vertically compressed, smooth, fillet projecting 
anteriorly, with a few rough scales on edge; brownish with green-brassy 
reflections; face white. Palpi white. Antennae over IJ, broadly dilated at 
base to form a large eyecap; grey. Thorax brown with metallic lustre. Abdomen 
grey; beneath white. Legs white; posterior tarsi with four blackish dots on 
dorsum. Forewings narrow, apex bent dorsad in a twisted acuminate process; 
green-brassy and lustrous; three large, longitudinally oval spots resting on costa, 
where they are fuscous, becoming greenish-metallic in disc, the first two ex¬ 
tending to dorsum; in certain lights costal part of disc between these spots is 
tinged with reddish-violet; cilia beneath apical process grey. Hindwings linear- 
lanceolate ; grey; cilia 10, grey. 

It is impossible to give an adequate verbal description of the ever-changing, 
flashing lustre of this brilliant insect. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, three specimens received from Mr. F. P. Dodd. 

(len. Coeliometopa, nov. 

KotAto/icTioTTot, with hollowed front. 

Head smooth on crown with a fringe of anteriorly projecting rough scales 
on fillet; face smooth, retreating, excavated so as to form a deep concavity, 
labial palpi moderately long, slender, smooth, drooping. Maxillary palpi long, 
folded. Antennae |; Kisal joint stout without pecten. Posterior tibiae clothed 
with long hairs. Forewings with 4 absent, 7 and 8 stalked out of six. 7 to 
termen, 11 from .somewhat beyond middle. Hindwings with all veins present, 
6 and 7 stalked. 

Coeliometopa hypolampes, n. sp. 

vvoXa/im/s, somewhat shining. 

9, 12 mm. Head fuscous; face and palpi ochreous-whitish. Antennae 
fuscous. Thorax and abdomen fuscous. Legs fuscous on dorsal, grey on 
ventral surfaces. Forewings narrow-oblong, apex rounded; brownish-fuscous; 
a grey-whitish median suffusion based on costa and reaching fold; a broad 
grey*whitish line from costa before apex to termen; a grey-whitish terminal 
line from tornus to middle; a blackish median streak from above tomus to 
apex, interrupted on subapical whitish line; cilia grey, on apex brown with a 
fine, short, blackish hook, Hindwings lanceolate; grey with a coppery sheen; 
cilia 3, grey. 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet), in January, one specimen. 

Opogona tristicta, Mcyr. 

I suspect 0. calctilata, Meyr. (Exot. Micro., ii., p, 287), is a synonvm of 
this. The number of black dots on forewing is variable. 

North Queensland: Herberton; Queensland: Duaringa, Nambour, Brisbane. 

Opogona protodoxa, Meyr. 

The colour of the head appears to be variable. I have received two examples, 
which I cannot distinguish from this species, from Gisborne, with the head yellow. 
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Opogona basilissa, Turn. 

Best distinguished from 0. protodoxa by the shape of the basal costal 
streak. In basilissa it is broadest at or beyond its middle, in protodoxa broadest 
cit its 

Queensland: Mount Tambourine. National Park (2,500 to 3,000 feet). 

Opoqpna ORTHOTis, Meyr. 

This species is also variable. The thorax may be wholly yellow and the 
basal costal streak of forewings absent; intermediate examples between this 
and the typical form occur. 

North Queensland: Cairns, Innisfail; Queensland: Nambour, Brisbane; 
Western Australia: Carnarvon. 

Opogona papayae, n. sp. 

cf, 12 mm. Head fuscous; fillet and face glossy grey-whitish. Labial 
palpi fuscous, internal surface whitish. Antennae pale ochreous; basal joint 
fuscous. Thorax and abdomen fuscous, the latter whiti.sh beneath. I^gs 
pale fuscous. Forewings yellow; base of costa fuscous; a fine, blackish, 
irregular, transverse line from f costa to | dorsum; immediately beyond this is 
a metallic line with bluish and purple reflections; disc posterior to this brownish- 
fuscous, with a few metallic scales, and a )^llow, costal, subapical spot; cilia 
brownish. Hindwings lanceolate; brownish; cilia brownish. 

Northern Territory: Darwin, in August, one specimen received from Mr. G. 
F. Hill with the note, “From Papaw stem, pupated 17-7-4, emerged 4-8-14.” 

Opogona crypsipyr^ n. sp. 

HfnMptirvpos, with hidden fire. 

$, 12 mm. Head, crown, and fillet fuscous; face whitish. Labial palpi 
fuscous. Antennae pale ochreous; basal joint fuscous. Thorax pale yellow, 
anterior margin broadly fuscous. Abdomen brownish-grey. I..egs ochreous- 
whitish; anterior pair fuscous. Forewings pale yellow; a broad streak on 
basal i of costa, terminating abruptly; apical area brownish-fuscous beyond an 
irregularly dentate, fine, blackish line from beyond midcosta to before tomus; 
the edge and part of the centre of this area shows brassy and violet reflections 
in oblique illumination; cilia brownish. Hindwings lanceolate: grey; cilia grey. 

Northern Territory: Darwin, one specimen from Mr. G. F. Hill with the 
note, “Destroys bark of Papaw plants.” 

Opogona fiabllia, n. sp. 

flabilis, airy. 

d, 9, 8-9 mm. Head and thorax whitish-brown; face whitish. Palpi 
whitish, second joint vrith an apical fuscous dot on external surface. Antennae 
whitish-brown with two fuscous rings rfiear base. Abdomen grey. Lqjs 
whitish; anterior pair brownish tinged. Forewings rather narrow, costa gently 
arched; whitish-brown sparsely irrorated with fuscous-brown, more so towards 
ba.se, middle of costa, and apex; cilia whitish-brown. Hindwings lanceolate; 
grey ; cilia grey. 

North Queensland: Atherton, in June, two specimens. 

Gen. Pycnobala, nov. 

irv«i'o/9(Xoc, with thick weapons (palpi). 

Head and face smooth with raised rounded fillet between antennae. Labial 
|»4>i recurved, diverging; terminal joint dilated, obtuse, laterally 
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compressed. Maxillary palpi rudimentary. Antennae with basal joint long, flat¬ 
tened, concave beneath. Forewings with 2 from near angle, one vein absent 
(I am not sure which), remaining veins all separate. Hindwings with one vein 
absent, remaining veins all separate. 

Doubtless allied to Opogona, with which it agrees in the structure of head 
and antennae, though palpi and neuration are very different. 

Pycnobela aplectodes, n. sp. 

Av\€KTt»iSrj 9 , simple. 

d, 9» 12-15 mm. Head dark grey; face white. Palpi whitish, apices of 
second and terminal joints grey on upper-surface. Antennae fuscous annulated 
with white. Thorax dark grey, anterior edge narrowly white. Abdomen grey; 
tuft ochreous-whitish; underside whitish. I.^gs grey; posterior pair whitish. 
Forewings elongate-oval, apex pointed; dark-grey; a white costal streak from 
base to apex, where it is slightly dilated, and contains four fuscous dots, three 
costal and one terminal; cilia grey, on apex and costa w'hite. Hindwings very 
broadly lanceolate; grey; cilia grey. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in September and October, four specimens 
received from Mr. F. P. Dodd. 

Comodica eurynipha, n. sp. 

tvfnjvi4>o9, broadly snow-white. 

9, 16 mm. Head white; sides of crown and face blackish. Palpi fuscous; 
inner-surface white. Antennae fuscous. Thorax fuscous, with a large central 
white spot extending to anterior margin. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish; 
anterior pair fuscous. Forewnngs moderate, apex obtuse; fuscous, towards apex 
brownish tinged, markings white; a broad basal costal streak, extending to 
J costa, then narrowing to a point at about middle of disc; two oblique streaks 
from costa at middle and the latter .slender; an elongate mark on tornus; 
a fine fu.scous line from ^ costa, rather sharply bent before apex, ending on edge 
of tornal mark; an apical blacki.sh dot in a grey suffusion; cilia whitish with a 
median line and a dot opposite apex dark fuscous. Hindwings ovate-lanceblate; 
grey; cilia §, grey. 

Nearest C\ acontistes, Meyr, 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet), in December, one specimen. 

Comodica crypsicroca, n. sp. 

Kfnt^l/tKpoKof, with hidden saffron. 

(S , 9 mm. Head grey-whitish. Palpi whitish. Antennae whitish; towards 
apex grey. Thorax and abdomen grey. I-egs dark fuscous annulated with 
white; posterior pair whitish. Forewings moderate, obtuse, but with slight 
apical projection; white with some fuscous suffusion on basal and dorsal areas; 
a short fuscous streak from base on fold; costal edge fuscous with three broad- 
based costal streaks, at base, J, and just beyond middle, the last longer and 
extending obliquely outwards to middle of disc; a narrow white streak se])arates 
this from an orange-brown, oblique, fuscous-edged, subapical streak; an orange- 
brown spot on termen edged posteriorly with blackish; cilia pale ochreous with 
two costal and one subapical blackish bars. Hindwings ovate-lanceolate; pale 
grey; cilia 1, pale grey. 

New South Wjjdes: Lismore, in October, two specimens. 

Comodica drepanosema, n. sp. 

8rpciravo<ri;fto«, sickle marked. 

9, 9 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax grey-whitish. Antennae and abdomen 
grey. Legs whitish; anterior pair fuscous. Forewings rather narrow, apex 



m 


obtuse, termen strongly indented; white with fuscous markii^s; a costal streak 
from base to beyond middle with slight posterior projection in disc; two short 
oblique costal streaks beyond this; a broad-based sickle-shaped streak from 
dorsum before middle ending in a fine point pbsteriorly; a leaden-metallic 
terminal spot preceded by a blackish dot; cilia white with three fine costal bars 
and a basal spot on apex blackish. Hindwings ovate-lanceolate; grey; cilia 1, 
grey. 

Queensland: Mount Tambourine, in November, one specimen. 

Ereehthias acroleuca, n. sp. 

AnpokfVKot, white at the apex. 

cf, 13 mm. Head and p^pi whitish. Antennae ochreous with two fuscous 
lings before apex; basal joint whitish. Thorax whitish. Abdomen dark grey, 
beneath ochreous. Legs ochreous mixed with fuscous. Forewings with costa 
nearly straight, but arched before apex; apex round-pointed; termen very oblique; 
whitish, but mostly occupied by broad orange-ochreous markings; a basal patch; 
outwardly-oblique streaks from costa and dorsum at meeting in middle at an 
acute angle; similar streaks from middle of costa and dorsum; a large apical 
patch nearly confluent with a large tomal spot; a small snow-white apical spot; 
cilia orange-ochreous. Hindwings and cilia fuscous. 

Queensland: Charleville, in September; I took one example of this fine 
species on a fence after a storm. 

Ereehthias polyplecta, n. sp. 

iroXinrX«Kro«, closely twined. 

d,$,9-llmm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax grey-whitish. Abdomen 
grey. Legs whitish; tibiae and tarsi annulated with fuscous. Forewings rather 
narrow, apex pointed; whitish with dark-fuscous markings; four outwardly- 
oblique costal streaks reaching about half across wing; nrst basal, much ex¬ 
panded on costa, second median, third from |, fourth subapical; a subbasal dorsal 
spot, and another at i; an irregular dentate line from dorsum beyond middle 
to apices of second and third costal streaks; an apical spot and terminal line; 
cilia whitish, apices narrowly fuscous except on tomus. Hindwings broadly 
lanceolate; pale grey; cilia pale grey. 

North Queensland: Townsville, in August and September, three specimens. 

Ereehthias mesosticha* n. sp. 

/ttawmxot, with median streak. 

9,8-9 mm. Head and thorax brownish-ochreous; face and palpi whitish- 
ochreous. Antennae whitish-ochreous annulated with dark fuscous. Abdomen 
grey. Legs ochreous-whitish; tibiae and tarsi annulated with dark fuscous; 
posterior pair grey. Forewings narrow, apex rounded; whitish-ochreous 
suffused with brownish-ochreous; a fuscous line on costa from i to beyond 
interrupted in middle; a fine fuscous median longitudinal line from middle to 
termen, its upper edge whitish towards apex; a short marginal fuscous streak 
at tornus; cilia ochreous, on tornus and dorsum ochreous-whitish, Hindwings 
lanceolate; grey; cilia grey. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in June; Cardwell, in August; two specimens. 

Ereehthias epixantha, n. sp. 

tawny. 

d, 6-7 mm. Head and thorax brownish-ochreous; face and palpi whitish- 
ochreous. Antennae whitish-ochreous annulated with dark fuscous. Abdomen 
fuscous. Legs ochreous-whitish; tarsi amuiblted with fuscous; posterior pair 
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grey. Forewings moderate, apex rounded; dark brownish-ochreous; costal edge 
fuscous from near base to near apex; a very slender pale line along fold; another 
from i costa, at first oblique, then longitudinal to above tornus, partly edged 
with fuscous beneath; a third from middle joining second at its extremity; a 
large, triangular, subapical, fuscous, costal spot, giving rise to a sharply angulated 
subterminal line, edged posteriorly with whitish; cilia ochreous with a fuscous 
basal line. Hind wings and cilia fuscous. 

North Queensland: Innisfail, in November; Queensland: Eumundi, near 
Nambour, in March; two specimens. 

Erechthias cirrhopolia, n. sp. 

KtpfWoXtor, yellowish-grey. 

d, 9,9-10 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax whitish-ochreous. Abdo¬ 
men grey, beneath whitish-ochreous. Legs whitish-ochreous. Forewings elongate- 
oval, apex pointed; leaden-grey; a pale-ochreous median line from base to a large 
pale-ochreous terminal suffusion; a whitish costal streak from base, broadly 
expanded from ^ to f, where it ends abruptly; two broad, oblique, wedge-shaped, 
fuscous, costal streaks crossing white area, and prolonged by pale-ochreous lines 
into terminal .suffusion; a suffused whitish spot on J dorsum; a blackish dot 
above tomus, another near termen below middle, and a third at apex; cilia pale 
ochreous, apices pale grey. Hindwings broadly lanceolate; pale grey; cilia 1^, 
pale grey. 

Queensland: Coolangatta, in September, two specimens. 

Erechthias celetica, n. sp. 

m/Xi/rtKor, charming. 

d, 10 mm. Head and thorax grey; face and palpi dark fuscous. Antennae 
fuscous. Abdomen grey. Legs whitish; tarsi and middle tibiae annulatcd with 
dark fuscous, anterior pair mostly dark fu.scous. Forewings dark fuscous; 
dorsal area broadly but irregularly whitish-grey; a short outwardly-oblique white 
streak from i costa, rimning into a white spot at J above fold; a dark-fu.scous 
spot beneath fold at about ; a second, short, white, oblique, costal streak at 
middle; a longer, very fine, white streak froni ^ costa, very oblique and nearly 
reaching termen; a triangular, whitish, subapical, costal spot; an irregular, 
longitudinal, white, supratornal blotch; termen narrowly whitish; cilia whitish 
with apical hook and two terminal lines fuscous. Hindwings broadly lanceolate; 
grey; cilia grey. 

Allied to the preceding but with many differences in the markings of 
forewings. 

Queensland; Burpengaty, near Brisbane, in December, one specimen. 

Erechthiaa polionota, n. sp. 

mXiotrmw, grey backed. 

d, 10 mm. Head and thorax grey; face and palpi dark fuscous. Antennae 
grey, darker towards apex. Abdomen pale grey. Legs whitish; tarsi and middle 
tibiae annulated with fuscous; anterior pair wholly fuscous. Forewdngs dark 
fuscous; dorsal area broadly grey; three outwardly-oblique white streaks from 
costa to middle of disc, from costa at middle, and |; a triangular white sub¬ 
apical costal spot; a larger subapical white terminal spot; cilia grey, with sub- 
basal and subapical terminal lines, and costal hook at apex fuscous. Hindwings 
broadly lanceolate; pale grey; cilia pale grey. 

Queensland; Stradbroke Island, in November, one specimen. 



Erechthiat cauatophara, n. sp. 

KawrtwfMpot, with scorched robe. 

6, 9 . 10-11 mm. Head brown-whitish; face and palpi fuscous. Antennae 
brown-whitish. Thorax brown-whitish. Abdomen pale grey, brownish tinged. 
Legs whitish; anterior and middle tibiae, and all tarsi annulated with fuscous. 
Forewings rather narrow, costa moderately arched; brown-whitish; markings 
fuscous; a large subbasal costal «pot, a second on middle of co.sta, and a third 
at I; a fine outwardly-oblique streak immediately beyond third spot, but separated 
from it except at extremity; an apical spot; basal and median dorsal dots; a 
fine subterminal line; cilia brown-whitish, a fine subapical line around apex. 
Hindwings broadly lanceolate; grey; cilia grey. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in October; Townsville, in September; 
Queensland: Brisbane, in November and April; six specimens. 

Hieroxestia leucoprosopa, n. sp. 

XciiKoir/MKronrof, white faced. 

d. 9-10 mm. Head fuscous-brown; fillet, face, and palpi snow-white. 
Antennae pale grey; towards base white. Thorax fuscous-brown. Abdomen 
grey. Legs ochreous-whitish; anterior pair fuscous. Forewings narrow, costa 
nearly straight, apex rounded; glossy brownish-grey; costal edge whitish; cilia 
brownish-grey. Hindwings and cilia grey. 

Queensland: Mount Tambourine, in October and November, three specimens. 

Fam. TINEIDAE. 

Acridotarsa deloneura, n. sp. 

irfKet'npoi, with conspicuous nerves. 

6, 27 mm. Head and thorax whitish-ochreous. Palpi very long, apical 
joint depressed; whitish-ochreous. Antennae with basal pecten, apices of joints 
dilated; whitish-ochreous. Abdomen whitish-ochreous. Legs whitish-ochreous; 
anterior and middle pair .suffused with fuscous anteriorly; middle and posterior 
tarsi much longer th^ tibiae. Forewfngs elonratc, costa gently arched, apex 
acute, termen very oblique; all veins separate; whitish-ochreous; veins irrorated 
with brownish-fuscous; cilia whitish-ochreous with a few basal fuscous points. 
Hindwings broader than forewings; all veins separate; ochreous-whitish; cilia 
ochreous-whitish. 

Western Australia: Busselton, one specimen. 

Gen. PaUeonewa. nov. 

iraXcuoi'cvoot, with primitive neuration. 

Head and face rough haired. Labial palpi moderately long, porrect; second 
joint with long loose hairs; terminal jqint much shorter than second, pointed. 
Maxillaiy palpi and .tongue obsolete. Antennae about f; basal joint with strong 
pecten; in male shortly ciliated. Posterior tibiae with long dense hairs. Fore¬ 
wings with all veins present and separate, 7 to costa, 11 from middle; chorda 
and forked media present. Hindwings with all veins present and separate. 
3 to 7 nearly parallel; forked media present. 

Palaeoneura axnictopis, n. sp. 

ifwennnt, unmixed, pure, 

<f. 25 mm. Head, l^pi» and thorax grey-Whitish. Antennae grey-whitish, 
towards apex fuscous; cilitions in male Abdomen artsy. Legs grey; posterior 
pair grey-whitish, Forewings suboblong, rather etongate, not dilat^, costa 
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gently arched, apex rounded, termen obliquely rounded; grey-whitish; cilia grey- 
whitish. Hindwings over 1, apex rounded, cilia J; grey-whitish; cilia grey- 
whitish. 

Western Australia: Perth, in October, one specimen. 

Lepidoscia monosticha, n. sp. 

fiovo(m\oq, with single line. 

d, 15 mm. Head whitish; back of crown fuscous. Palpi, antennae, thorax, 
and abdomen fuscous. Antennal ciliations in male 1. Legs fuscous; posterior pair 
whitish. Korewings broadly spathulate, costa straight to thence arched, apex 
rounded, termen obliquely rounded; pale fuscous; an inwardly-oblique white 
line from f costa to § dorsum; cilia pale fuscous. Hindwings pale fuscous; 
cilia |, pale fuscous, 

Queensland: Stradbroke Island, in September, one specimen. 

Lepidoscia chrysastra, n. sp. 

Xpv<raoTpo9, golden starred. 

cf, 17-18 mm. Head dark fuscous with some ochreous hairs on crown. 
Palpi, antennae, and thorax dark fuscous. Antennal ciliations in male 3. 
Abdomen dark fuscous; beneath ochreous towards apex. Legs dark fuscous; 
posterior pair partly ochreous. Forewings dilated posteriorly, costa moderately 
arched, apex round-pointed, termen nearly straight, oblique; dark fuscous, 
markings pale ochreous; a spot on base of costa; a large triangular spot above 
dorsum near base; an acute, short, transverse mark on costa before middle, a 
dot beyond middle, and an elongate transverse triangular spot before apex; a 
long erect mark on dorsum before tornus, reaching middle of disc; a subterminal 
line; cilia fuscous. Hindwings fuscous; cilia fuscous. 

Western Australia: Perth, in October, two specimens. 

Narycia cirrhosticha, n. sp. 

Kippoarixo^y yellowish lined. 

d, 13-14 inm. Head pale ochreous; face and palpi fuscous. Antennae 
fuscous; ciliations in male 1. Thorax and abdomen fuscous. Legs fuscous; 
middle tarsi annulaled with ochreous-whitish; posterior tibiae and tarsi ochreous- 
vvhitish. Fore wings suboblong, costa gently arched, apex rounded-rectangular, 
termen nearly straight, slightly oblique; 7 and 8 stalked; fuscous; markings 
pale ochreous; a narrow fascia from J costa to near base of dorsum, expanding 
slightly towards dorsum; a second narrow fascia from § costa to tornus. slightly 
outwardly bent and rather constricted in middle; some obscure terminal dots; 
cilia fuscous. Hindwings subovate; 4 and 5 separate; grey; cilia grey. 

Queensland: Toowoomba, in October, two specimens. 

Narycia euthygramma, n. sp. 

fMvypa/bi/iOi, with straight markings. 

d, 14 mm. Head ochreous-whitish; face, palpi, and antennae fuscous. 
Thorax dark fuscous. Abdomen dark fuscous, towards base paler. Legs fus¬ 
cous; tarsi anttulated with whitish-ochreous; posterior pair, except tarsi, whitish- 
ochreous. Forewinas moderate, costa rather strongly arched, apex pointed; 
7 and 8 coincident; dark fuscous; three narrow, nearly straight, ochreous-whitish, 
transverse fasciae; first near base, slightly inwardly oblique; second from costa 
before middle to dorsum beyond middle; third from | costa to tornus; cilia 
dark fuscous. Hindwings and cilia fuscous. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in August, one specimen. 
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Narycia myrioapila, n. sp. 

fivpuxmXot, with countless spots. 

9, v30-32 mm. Head, antennae, and thorax fuscous. Abdomen grey; tuft 
ochreous tinged. Legs grey; anterior pair fuscous. Forewings suboblong, 
costa gently arched, more strongly towards base, and there fringed with longer 
scales, apex round-pointed; 7 and 8 stalked; pale grey speckled with very 
numerous, minute, fuscous dot^S; a short, broad, fuscous bar from ^ costa, 
outwardly oblique to middle of disc; cilia pale grey, apices grey-whitish. Hind- 
wings and cilia grey. • 

Queensland: Brisbane, in May and June, two specimens. 

Narycia phaeoatola, n. sp. 

^autoToXot, dusky clothed. 

cf, 15 mm. Head pale ochreous; face and palpi fuscous. Antennae fus¬ 
cous; ciliations in male 1. Thorax fuscous. Abdomen fuscous, beneath pale 
ochreous. Ix:gs fuscous, suffused, and tarsi annulated, with pale ochreous. 
Forewings oval-oblong, costa strongly arched, apex round-pointed, termen very 
oblique; 7 and 8 coincident; fuscous slightly tin^d with brown; an irregular 
whitish-ochreous spot at about | on fold; whitish-ochreous costal dots shortly 
before and after middle; cilia concolourous. Hindwings and cilia fuscous. 

9, 20-21 mm. Forewings more elongate, apex more acute; fuscous without 
brownish tinge; markings of male very obscurely indicated. 

At first sight the sexes appear so different that I would not have placed 
them together if they had not been taken in the same locality. 

Queensland: National Park (3,000 feet), in December and January, one 
male (type) and three female specimens. 

Narycia sinuoaa, n. sp. 

Suwosus, with many curves. 

rf, 16-20 mm. Head ochreous-wWte. Palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous; 
ciliations in male 1. Thorax and abdomen fuscous. Legs fuscous; tarsi 
annulated with whitish; posterior pair except tarsi whitish. Forewings elongate- 
oval, costa bisinuate, being moderately arched with slight median exravation, 
apex round-pointed; termen very oblique; 7 and 8 stalked; grey-whitish with 
numerous transverse fuscous strigulae; four or five fine interrupted transverse 
lines in basal third; sometimes a broader fascia at its edges veiy irregular; 
a tornal fuscous spot, sometimes connected with a similar or larger spot on f 
costa, and sometimes one or more costal spots beyond this; cilia grey. Hind- 
wings and cilia grey. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in April and May, four specimens. 

Narycia tnekmoapora, n. sp. 

tuXavotnropov, black spotted. 

d, 17 mm. Head whitish. Palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous; ciliations 
in male f, Thorax and abdomen fuscous; tuft whitish-grey. I^gs fuscous; 
posterior pair grey. Forewings elongate, posteriorly dilated, costa slightly arched, 
more strongly towards apex, apex round-pointed; 7 and 8 stalked; whitish with 
scanty fuscous irroration and fuscous markings; dorsal iqmts nt i and f, each 
preceded by a (fiscal spot; numerous costal dots with a larger spot at |; a 
straight, irregt^rly eds^d fascia from 4 costa to tornus; a sobterminal series of 
dots; cilia wmtish. mndwings and cuia pslO grey. • 

New South Wales: Coooia (2fi00 feet), hi October, one specimen. 
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Narycia iachnomorpha, n. sp. 

l(rxyofMp<f>o^t of narrow shape. 

d, 1^16 mm. Head white; face and palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous; 
ciliations in male Thorax fuscous with a white transverse line behind 
middle. Abdomen fuscous; tuft whitish. Legs fuscous; posterior pair 
ochreoiis-whitish. Forewings narrow, oval, costa gently arched, apex 
round-pointed, termen very obliquely rounded; 7 and 8 very shortly stalked; 
whitish; numerous costal and dorsal fuscous strigulae; a large central roundish 
.spot, connected by a bar wnth f costa, fuscous; a smaller discal spot at i; 
a subapical spot, sometimes white-centred; cilia whitish. Hindwings narrow- 
ovate; 4 and 5 approximated or stalked (in one example 5 absent on one side); 
grey; cilia J, grey. 

Queensland: Adavale, in April, four specimens. 

Narycia leucochroa, n. sp. 

XcvKoxpoof. white. 

d, 26 mm. Head white. Palpi fuscous. Antennae grey; ciliations in 
male ^ Thorax white; anterior edge fuscous. Abdomen grey; tuft whitish 
Legs grey; posterior pair whitish. Forewings posteriorly dilated, costa strongly 
arched, apex round-pointed, termen very obliquely rounded; 7 and 8 coincident; 
white with general, scanty, pale-grey irroration; a pale-grey spot in disc above 
tornus, and another opposite beneath f costa; cilia white. Hindwings and cilia 
pale grey. 

Queensland: Stradbroke Island, in January, one specimen. 

Narycia conioptila, n. sp. 

KovioirriXof, dusty winged 

d, 9; 15-20 mm. Head whitish; face and palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous, 
basal joint whitish; in male slightly serrate, minutely ciliated Thorax and abdomen 
fuscous. Legs fuscous; tarsi with fine whitish annulations; posterior pair ochreous- 
whitish. Forewings suboval, costa strongly arched, apex pointed, termen very 
obliquely rounded; 7 and 8 coincident; whitish; numerous fuscous strigulae tend¬ 
ing to form fine interrupted transverse lines; two fuscous transverse fasciae; first 
from I costa to dorsum before middle, constricted or interrupted beneath costa; 
second from | costa to tornus, sometimes dilated in disc, constricted on tornus; 
cilia whitish. Hindwings grey-whitish; cilia whitish. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in August, three specimens received from Mr. 
F. P. Dodd. 

Narycia lechriotypa, n. sp. 

Afxpcorvros, obliquely marked. 

d, 10-11 mm. Head white. Palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous; ciliations 
in male 1. Thorax and abdomen fuscous. Legs fuscous; posterior pair paler. 
Forewings elongate-oval, costa strongly arched, apex rounded; 7 and 8 coincident; 
white with fuscous markings and strigulae; an elongate spot on base of costa; 
8tt outwardly-oblique bar from | dorsum to beyond middle of disc; a tomal spot; 
an outwardly-oblique bar from | costa towards but not reaching lower end of 
termen; cilia whitish. Hindwings and cilia pale grey. 

North Queensland: Townsville, in September and October, two specimens. 

Narycia acropolia, n. sp. 
grey at apex. 

d* 14 mm. Head ochreous-whitish; face and palpi fuscous. Antennae 
fuscous; ciliations in male i. Thorax grey; tegulae ochreous-whitish. Abdomen 
|wile grey, Legs fuscous; tarsi annulated with whitish; posterior pair ochreous- 
whitish. Forewings moderate, somewhat dilated posteriorly, costa rather strongly 
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arched, apex rounded; 7 and 8 coincident; whitish; markings fuscous-grev; a 
faint basal suffusion with a straight transverse posterior edge; a line from 
I costa to middorsum, and another from | costa to tomus angulated in disc; 
the included area between these lines faintly suffused, except a costal spot; 
an apical spot; a short line on lower part of termen; cilia ochreous-whitish. 
Hindwings and cilia pale grey. 

Victoria: Beaconsfield, in October, one specimen. 

Nary^ia niphospila, n. sp. 

tut^iriktn, snow spotted. 

d, 22-24 mm.; 9,27 mm. Head white; face, palpi, and antennae brownish- 
ochreous. Thorax fuscous. Abdomen brownish-ochreous. Legs fuscous; 
posterior pair brownish-ochreous. Forewings moderate, costa rather strongly 
arched, apex round-pointed; 7 and 8 coincident; ochreous-fuscous, with numerous 
white spots; a basal white fascia; four costal spots, two before and two beyond 
middle; three dorsal spots, first near base; second before middle, fascia-like, 
reaching more than half across disc; third similar; a subdorsal dot between 
these two, and another dot on tomus; an apical spot, sometimes confluent with 
an oval submarginal spot which runs into termen and cilia above tornus; cilia 
ochrcous-fuscous, apices whitish. Hindwings greyish-ochreous, slightly mottled 
posteriorly; cilia pale ochreous. 

North Queensland: Stannary Hills, near Herberton, three specimens received 
from Dr. Thomas Bancroft. 

Narycia tetramochla, n. sp. 

Tfr/Da/toxXo$, with four bars. 

d, 20-22 mm. Head white. Palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous; ciliations 
in male i. Thorax dark fuscous with a white posterior spot. Abdomen whitish- 
ochreous. Legs fu.scous; tarsi annulated with ochreous-whitish. Forewings 
moderate, costa rather strongly arched, apex round-pointed; 7 and 8 stalked; 
white; markings dark fuscous; a narrow basal fascia prolonged on costal edge 
to second fascia; .second fascia at gradually dilated towards dorsum; third 
broader from f costa, displaced outwards in middle, ending on dorsum beyond 
middle; fourth from i and fifth from before apex, the two fusing in middle of 
disc and thence running to tomus; a streak along apical half of termen; cilia 
fuscous, before and above tomus ochreous-whitish. Hindwings grey; ochreous 
tinged towards dorsum; cilia whitish-ochreous, on ajMsx grey. 

Near N. trifasciana, Wlk., but the second and third fasciae are widely 
separate on costa. I have a series of that species from Brisbane, and its mark¬ 
ings arc very constant. The species following belongs to the same group. 

New South Wales: Glen Irnies, in March, two specimens. 

Narycia dieranota, n. sp. 

SiKpavorot, forked. 

d, 17-20 mm. Head white. Palpi fuscous. Antennae fuscous, ciliations 
in male i. Thorax dark fuscous with a white posterior spot. Legs fuscous; 
tarsi annulated with whitish-ochreous; posterior pair except tarsi whitish- 
ochreous. Forewings moderate, costa rather strongly arched, apex round- 
pointed; 7 and 8 etalked, separating not far from apex; white; marking fus¬ 
cous; a narrow basal fascia slightly produced on costa; a fascia from | costa 
dividing in middisc, anterior arm to posterior to | dorsum; a fascia from 
I costa joined by another from before 8]^, and ending on tornus; sometimes 
one or two fuscous dots on termen; cuia whitish-ochreous; before apex and 
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on tornus mixed with fuscous. IUndwings pale grey, sometimes mottled with 
whitish-ochreous; cilia whitish-ochreous. 

The forewings are pure white; in AT. trifasciana they are slightly ochreous 
tinged with slight fuscous irroration, and the markings are darker and broader. 
Though extremely similar the differences appear constant. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in March and April; Toowoomba, in April; three 
specimens. 

Narycia pelochroa, Meyr. 

1 have a second female example of AT. leucercs, Turn., from Stradbroke 
Island, but have found no male to correspond, and now regard it as merely a 
pale form of the female of N. pelochroa, 

Mesophema epomadia, n. sp. 

^ira»/4aW, marked on the shoulders. 

d, $, 14-22 mm. Head whitish; face and palpi dark fuscous. Antennae 
ochreous-whitish. Thorax white; bases of patagia fuscous. Abdomen pale 
oclireous-grey. Legs fuscous; posterior pair ochreous-whitish. Forewings 
moderate, oval, costa rather strongly arched, apex rounded, termen very oblique; 
7 and 8 approximated at origin, 7 to costa; white with sparse dark-tuscous 
irroration; a strong dark-fuscous costal streak from base to about J; sometimes 
a suffused spot on middorsum; cilia white irrorated with fuscous and grey. 
Hind wings with 5 aqjl 6 approximated at origin; pale grey; cilia pale grey. 

Queensland: Brisbane, in December and February; C'oolangalta, in October; 
four specimen.s. 

Mesophema niphopasta, n. s]). 

vt^oTraoTos, Sprinkled with snow. 

9, 15 mm. Head white; face blacki.sh. Palpi blackish; extreme apex of 
labial palpi white. Antennae fuscous, towards base white. Thorax white. 
.\bdomen grey; in female with large apical tuft. Legs fu.scous; posterior 
pair grey except tarsi, which are fuscous with fine whitish annulations. Fore- 
wings dilated posteriorly, costa gently arched, more strongly so towards apex, 
apex round-pointed; 7 and 8 separate; 7 to costa; grey, rather densely sprinkled 
with white dots; a broad white median streak from base to its inferior edge 
ill-dcfined; a blackish dot on fold at another larger and irregular at § in 
median streak; a few blackish scales towards dorsum and in median streak; 
an interrupted, blackish, terminal line; cilia white, apices blackish, a curved, 
basal, blackish line on costa and around apex, continued as an indistinct subapical 
line to tornus. Hindwings elongate-ovate, apex pointed; S and 6 approximated 
at origin; pale grey; cilia i, pale gray, 

^eensland: Gayndah, one specimen received from Dr. Hamilton Kenny. 

Ardiosterea crossospila, n. sp. 

KpoaoixnnXoif with marginal spots, 

d, 9 > 14-17 mm. Head pale-fuscous. Palpi whitish-ochreous with a few 
fuscous scales. Antennae pale fuscous; in male thickened and shortly ciliated 

Thorax and abdomen fuscous. Legs fuscous; posterior pair whitish- 
ochreous, fuscous tinged. Forewings broadly oval, costa strongly arched, apex 
rounded, termen very oblique; 7 and 8 stalked, 7 to termen; rather pale fuscous 
with some darker scales; markings ochreous-whitish; a subquadrate spot on 
i costa, its lower anglds slightly produced; a dot on midcosta and a small spot 
on about |; an oblique wedge-shaped spot on middorsum, its apex outwards; 
dorsal dots at | and tornus; a median subterminal dot; a wedge-shaped spot on 
termen beneath apex; cilia fuscous, on terminal spot whitish, Hindwings and 
tilia grey. 
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Queensland: National Park (1,500 to 3,000 feet), in December and March, 
three specimens. 

Gen. Aaaleodes, nov. 
of dry, withered appearance. 

Head and face rough-haired. Palpi rather long, ascending, exceeding 
vertex, stout but laterally compressed, shortly rough-scaled; terminal joint about 
i, as stout as second joint. ^ Maxillary palpi long, slender, folded. Posterior 
tibiae smooth above, shortly hairy beneath. Forewings with all veins present 
and separate, 2 from near angle, 3 and 4 approximated from angle, 7 to termen, 
11 from near base. Hindwings with all veins present and separate, 2 from f, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7 approximately equidistant, a forked median vein in cell. 

Probably related to Ardiosteres, but more primitive. 


Azaleodes micronipha, n. sp. 

ftutpovu^ot, minutely snow-white. 

9, 26 mm. Head, palpi, antennae, and thorax brown. Abdomen fuscous; 
brown towards base. Legs brown; anterior and middle tibiae and tarsj fuscous. 
Forewings suboblong, costa strongly arched to thence nearly straight, apex 
rectangular, termen straight, scarcely oblique; brown with scattered fuscous 
irroration; a snow-white, median, discal dot at and another at f; cilia brown 
Hindwings slightly over 1; pale grey; cilia pale grey. 

Queensland: National Park (3,(XX) feet), in December, one specimen. 

Gen. Tanymita, nov. 

rayvfUTOf, with long threads. 

Head and face densely roujgh haired. Tongue absent. Labial palpi long, 
ascending, recurved; second joint very long, expanded towards apex, rough 
haired anteriorly towards apex; terminal joint short, stout, acute, rough haired 
anteriorly and posteriorly. Maxillary palpi rather stout, three-jointed, slightly 
expanded with rough hairs at apex. Antennae about i, in.male slightly serrate. 
Posterior tibiae clothed with long hairs. Forewings with 2 from well before 
angle, 4 and 5 coincident in male, in female connate, remaining veins separate. 
Hindwings with 4, 5, 6 equidistant, parallel, 6 from upper angle, 7 from well 
before upper angle of cell. 

Tanjrmita hypomacra, n. sp. 

ineofuxKpm, rather long. 

6 , 24-27 mm.; 9. 32-36 mm. Head ochreous-whitish with some fuscous 
hairs on crown. Palpi ochreous-whitish with some dark-fuscous irroration. 
Antennae ochreous-whitish. Thorax ochreous-whitish with five lonmtudinal 
iuscous-brown lines. Abdomen grey. Legs ochreous-whitish; posterior tibiae 
grey on dorsum. Forewings rather long, suboval, apex rounded; ochreous- 
whitish with numerous fine longitudinal fuscous lines; in posterior area these 
run in pairs, the space between tfwm being pale odireous; cilia ochreous-whitish 
with a few fuscous points. Hindwings as broad as forewings; grey; cilia giw. 

North Queensland: Thursday Island; Kuraada, in April; Cairns; Innisfail, 
in November; five specimens, 

Ptychoxsna TKPHaANTHA, Meyr. 

Meyr., Exot Mkro,, i, P* (WW). 

Mr, Meyrick identified this for me. My exanqples do not agree with all 
the details of his description, and doubtless the species is variabte. 

North Queensland': Kuranda, in October; Queeashmil: Briibane; Coolan- 
gatta, in April; also from Ceylon, India, Africa, and Sooth America, 
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Monopis cirrhospila, n. sp. 

$(if>potrwi\o^^ spotted with pale yellow. 

d, 16 mm. Head pale yellow. Palpi fuscous. Antennae yellowish, suffused 
with grey except basal joint; ciliations in male Thorax fuscous-brown. 
Abdomen pale yellow. I^egs pale yellow; anterior pair fuscous. Forewings 
suboval, costa strongly arched, apex rounded, termen very oblique; fuscous- 
brown ; a pale-yellow dorsal blotch before middle; similar but larger blotch on 
costa from f to triangular and extending beyond middle, indented just posterior 
to its apex; five or six fuscous dots betweeen the two blotches; cilia yellowish 
irrorated with fuscous-brown. Hindwings pale grey; cilia pale yellow. 

Northern Territory: Darwin, one specimen received from Mr. G. F. Hill. 

Monopis ochroptila, n. sp. 

c^xpoirrcAor, pale winged. 

d, 9. 11-^ mm. Head and palpi pale ochreous. Antennae grey. Thorax 
and abdomen pale ochreous-grey. Legs whitish-ochreous; anterior and middle 
pairs with some fuscous suffusion. Forewings narrow, costa slightly arched, 
apex round-pointed, termen very oblique; pale ochreous-grey; cilia concolourous. 
Hindwings similar but paler, sometimes more greyish. 

Queensland: Dalby, in April; Adavale, in April; Victoria: Birchip; six 
specimens. 

Gen. Sarocrania, nov. 

<rafH}Kpano^, bitfsh headed. 

Head and face very densely rough haired. Labial palpi moderate, slender, 
drooping; second joint with a few long hairs; terminal joint as long as second, 
acute. Maxillary palpi long folded. Antennae about 8; without peeten; in 
male rather stout, simple, ro.sterior tibiae with long hairs on dorsum. Fore¬ 
wings narrow; 7 and 8 .stalked out of 6, 7 to termen. Hindwings lanceolate; 4 
absent, 6 and 7 stalked. 

A derivative of Tinea. I have .some difficulty in making out the complete 
neuration, but think vein 4 is absent in both wings. 

Sarocrania ischnophylla, n. sp. 

4crxvo0vAAo5, narrow winged. 

d, 11 mm. Head ochreous-brown. Palpi, antennae, and thorax grey. 
Abdomen whitish-grey. Legs fuscous; posterior pair whitish-grey, h^orewings 
narrow', apex rounded; smooth shining grey; cilia grey. Hindwings lanceolate; 
pale grey; cilia 24, pale grey. 

Queensland: Mount Tambourine, in November; one specimen. 

Tinea niphoplaca, n. sp. 
with broad snow-white spots. 

9, 13 mm. Head snow-white. Palpi blackish; terminal joint whiti.sh. 
Antennae dark fuscous. Thorax blackish. Abdomen dark fuscous. Legs fus¬ 
cous; posterior pair grey, tarsi with whitish annulations. Forewings moderate, 
costa gently arched, apex rounded; blackish; a broad snow-white fascia at 
narrowed almost to a point on costa, anterior edge strai|;ht, posterior rounded; 
a large snow-white spot on 9 costa, broadest on costa, inferior edge rounded; 
a white subapical dot; cilia pale grey; bases blackish. Hindwings broadly 
bnceolate; grey; ciKa |, grey. 

Northern Territory: Stapleton, one specimen received from Mr. G. F. Hill. 

Q 



194 


Tinea drymonoma, n. sp. 
liaunting the woods. 

d, $, 10-13 mm. Head ochreous-whitish. Palpi fuscous, apex and internal 
surface ochreous-whitish. Antennae ochreous-whitish with some dark-fuscous 
scales. Thorax fuscous, a posterior spot, apices of patagia, and sometimes an 
anterior spot ochreous-whitislr. Abdomen pale ochreous-grey. Legs ochreous- 
whitish ; anterior and middle tibiae and tarsi dark fuscous with ochreous-whitish 
annulations. Forewings slightly dilated posteriorly, costa moderately arched, 
apex round-pointed, termen obliquely rounded; ochreous-whitish, markings and 
some scattered scales brownish mixed with dark fuscous; a spot on fold before 
middle, and sometimes another after middle; a larger spot on or beneath costa 
at I; an apical spot; an interrupted dark-fuscous terminal line; cilia ochreous- 
whitish. Hindwings ovate-lanceolate; pale grey; cilia grey-whitish. 

Queensland: National Park (2,500 to 4,(XK) feet), in December and January, 
abundant. 

Tinea trigonosema, n. sp. 
with triangular marking. 

d, 9, 10-12 mm. Head white. Palpi white, basal half or more of 
external surface of second joint fuscous. Antennae in male whitish, in female 
annulated with fuscous, with darker rings towards apex, in male annulated 
towards apex only. Thorax whitish. Airmen grey. Lees whitish; anterior 
and middle tibiae and tarsi broadly annulated with dark fuscous. Forewings 
narrow, costa moderately arched, apex rounded, termen very oblique; whitish 
with scanty fuscous irroration; a fuscous suffused spot on’base of costa; a 
fuscous triangle on costa at i, and a fuscous spot at f; some dark-fuscous scales 
on fold towards extremity, and a patch of dark-fuscous irroration in disc before 
third costal spot; a subapical dark-fuscous spot; cilia whitish with some 
fuscous points and a fine, pale, subapical grey line. Hindwings and cilia pale 
grey. 

North Queensland: Kuranda, in September, two specimens received from 
Mr. F. P. Dodd. 

Tinea pheraugea, n. sp. 

^pavytft, shining. 

9, 9 mm. Head, palpi, and thorax fuscous-grey. Antennae grey-whitish. 
Abdomen grey. Legs grejr; posterior pair whitish. Forewings rather narrow, 
apex rounded; pale shining leaden-grey; cilia grey. Hindwings lanceolate; 
grey; cilia 3, grey. 

New South Wales: Ebor (4,000 feet), in January, twp qiecimens, of which 
one is in Coll. Meyrick. 

Tinea diacrita, n. sp. 

Swuc^roc, distinguished. 

d, 18-22 mm. Head, thorax, and antennae pale ochreous-grey. Palpi 
dark fuscous; inner surface pale o^reous-grey. AMomen whitish-grey. Legs 
whitish-grey; anterior pair fuscous. Forewinp moderately elongate, costa 
moderately arched, apex pointed, termen very obliquely rounded; pale ochreous- 
grey with some slight fuscous irroration; a thick, irr^lar, dark-fuscous, sub¬ 
median streak from base of costa to }, with two projections beneath, first about 
middle of disc, second at its posterior extremity; two short elongate dark- 
fuscous subcostid dots about middle, arranged longitudinally: cilia ochreous- 
whitish with a fuscous median line and postmedian fuscous bars. Hindwings 
and cilia grey-whitish. 

Queensland: National Park (2,500 feet), in December and January; 
New Sooth Wales: Liamore, in Ok^r, five specimens. 
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THB EXTERNAL CHARACTERS OP POUCH EMBRYOS OP MARSUPIALS. 

No. 7-^YRMECOBIU8 PASCIATUS. 

By F. Wood Jones, D.Sc., F.Z.S., 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Adelaide. 

[Read August 9, 1923.] 

The “Numbat*' (Myrmecobius) is, at the present time, one of the rarest 
marsupials, and is an anunal which is particularly difficult to obtain in any stage. 
I am, therefore, fortunate in being able to examine five young examples in a good 
state of preservation. One of these, which measures 23 mm. R.V. measurement, 
1 have been permitted to examine owing to the kindness of the authorities at 
the Perth Museum. The other four, which are of an approximate length of 



Hair tracts of embryo 75 mm. maximum H.B. length. 

45 mm. R.V, measurement, and a maximum head and body len^h (measured 
along the curve of the back) of 75 ram., were collected along with the mother 
in Western Australia. These four, more advanced, young were clinging to 
the elongated nipples of the mother, and were thus sus^nded without receiving 
any protection whateve;*, save that may be afforded to their heads by the hispid 
hair of the mother^'s Ventral surface. Although these four young animals are 
so relatively large and far advanced, their lip marrans are still fused over the 
gmter portion of their extent; and it is evident that their liberation from the 
nipples was not soon about to take place. 

The young are very remarkable in their general appearance, and by far 
their most outstanding feature is the curious shortening of the muscle, which 
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produces a facial appearance distinctly reminiscent of that of a pug dog. The 
whole of the muzzle region appears to be thrust back towards the face, so that 
it becomes pressed beneath an over-growing fold of skin. It would be difficult 
to find young animals, at the stage of development represented by the completion 
of hair growth, more unlike the adult than these pug-faced young are to the 
parent animal with its specialized, elongated muzzle and jaws. No doubt the 
exacting business of hanging suspended from a nipple without the support 
afforded by a pouch plays some part in the production of this curious facial 
development; nevertheless, the young of the Bandicoots show the typical 
elongated snout of the adult during pouch life, despite the absorbing role of 
nipple grasping. (See No. 3 of this series, Isoodon barrowensis, vol. xlvi., 
1922, fig. 4, p. 42.) The young animal at the conclusion of its dependent life 
should afford an interesting study in the readjustment of the cranial skeleton, 
for a young skull, 14 mm. in total length, shows an ossific facial architecture 
which is so unlike that of the adult that it is necessarjf for very remarkable 
changes to be brought about in a comparatively short interval. Many inter¬ 
esting problems connected with the development of Myrmccobius will, how¬ 
ever, probably remain unsolved for lack of material. It is now a very rare 
animal; it seems impossible to obtain living specimens, and 1 know of no records 
of their having been bred in captivity. 



Myrmceobms fasnaius. 

Facial vibrissae of a 23 nun. R.V. embryo. 

Hair .—Hair is present on the head of the 23 mm. R.V. specimen. It is 
sparse, coarse, and nearly erect. At this stage it is not pigmented, and it is 
confined,to the head and face. The larger embryos are completely hair-covered, 
but the growth of hair is more sparse upon the hinder end of the body and upon 
the limbs than on the head and face. The hair becomes appreciably shorter 
when traced caudad. It is all particularly coarse, and, at this stage, it is 
difficult to distinguish body hairs from true vibrissae. This is espedally the 
case upon the face, where coarse bristle hairs on the eyelids, and behind and in 
front of the eye, mask the true vibrissae, which were fully developed at the 
23 mm. R.V. sta^e in the absence of the coarse facial hairs. In the larger 
embryos the hair is pigmented, there being entirely black hairs inter^ersed mth 
the colourless hairs. These black hairs are present upon the face, head, and 
shoulders, but are absent on the hinder end of the body. The red hairs typical 
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of the adult are suggested only by some minute hairs on the ears and upon the 
tip of the tail. Besides the black hairs which are scattered here and there 
among the pale hairs of the head and shoulders, there are patches upon the face 
in which the black hairs are alone developed. Between the eye and the ear is a 



Fig. 3. Fig. 4. 

Myrmecobius fasciatus, Myrmecobius fasciatus. 

Full face view of head of embryo 23 mm. R,V. Full face view of head of embryo 75 mm. 
to show the characters of the rhinarium. maximum H.B. length to show characters 

of the rhinarium. 

patch of black hairs—the best developed hairs on the whole body—which make 
a very conspicuous feature in the embryo at this stage. In front of the eye 
is a similar, smaller patch; but this, at this stage, is involved in the folding 
of the facial wrinkle behind the shortened muzzle. Scattered black hairs are 



The skin of the older embryos is also pigmented, the whole animal being a 
pale hluish^slate-grey, save where the pi^ent fails to be developed. The 
ntuzzie, the head and face, with the exception of the large eyelids, are pale slate 
poured. The chin is deeply pigmented. The throat and the neck below and 
Ittittd the ehr are free of pigment. The face behind the eye is pigmented 
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and clothed with Made hair, and the cheek immediately bdow and behind the 
^e shows slight pigmentatiem. The external ear ia pinnented on both aspects. 
The ventral surface of the.body lacks pigment, but the dorsum of the trunk 
and the limbs are pale bhie^grey. The tall is more strongly pigmented at the 
kise than at the tip. The black and white colouration of the hair, the absence 
of any suggestion of band markings, and the bluish pigmentation of the skin 
increase the great unlikeness to the rufus adult which the young animal displays 
in its general form. 

Hair Tracts .—The arrangement of the coarse hispid hair in the fully-haired 
young is extremely simple. On the muszle, face, head, trunk, and tail the slope 
is uniformly caudad. Upon the hind limb the slope is distal and post- 
axial. Upon the humeral portion of the fore limb it is post-axial, but 
upon the forearm it is post-axial and proximal in direction; there being, 
therefore, a slight tendency to converge in the region of the elbow (see fig. 1). 
^e slight proximal trend of the hairs on the forearm constitutes the only trivial 
exception to the otherwise caudad, distal, and post-axial direction of the hair. 

Vibrissae and Papillae .—The sensory papillae and vibrissae are undoubt¬ 
edly undergoing reduction. The facial vibrissae are sparse and poorly repre¬ 
sented, and have no marked papillae for their origin. The only papillae which 



F^. 6. Fig. 7. 

Myrmecobtut fasciatus. Myrmecobtus fasciahu. 

Left manus of specimen 7S nun. Left pes of specimen 75 mm. 
maximum H.B. length. Note the maximum ILB. length, 
ulnar carpal pallia and its four 
vibrissae. 

reaches any degree of prominence is the ulnar carpal (see fig. 6), and this wanes 
proceeds, even its vibrissae being unrecognizable in the adult. 
Vibrissae are present in the 23 mm. R.V. embryo when the scalp l^rs arc 
uipearing; in later stages they arc more difficult to recognize owmg to their 
likeness to the hispid hairs of the general body covering. 
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Facial Vibrissae (see fig. 2).—^The mysticial set consists of a few irregular 
yibrissae which do not arise in any recognizably ordered manner. Most of the 
individual bristles are not straight, as such sensory vibrissae usually are, but 
are waved in direction. Two supra>orbitai bristles are present. The sub-mentals 
and interramals soon lose their identity and merge with the general coarse body 
hairs. The genals are represented by a tuft of about half a dozen black bristles 
which are inconspicuous in older embryos. No facial vibrissae have any definite 
papillae of origin. 

Brachial Vibrissae .—The ulnar carpal papilla is the only one present, and 
it remains fairly well marked during dependent life. Four vibrissae spring from 
it, but with the development of hair on the forearm the individuality of the 
bristles becomes lost. 

jRhinarium .—^The muzzle region is one of the most interesting features of 
the young Numbat. The 23 mm. R.V. specimen (full face, fig. 3; side face, 
fig. 2) shows a perfectly circular mouth, and above it the nasal process as a 



Fig. 8. 

Myrmecobitu fasciatus. 

Mamillary area of a female specimen 75 mm. 
maximum H.B. length. 

flattened ridge. Upon either side of the nasal process are the maxillary pro¬ 
cesses completirig the maxillary portion of the mouth. Surrounding these pro¬ 
cesses is a wide roll of skin of the muzzle, separated from the rest of the skin 
of the face by a deep furrow limiting it posteriorly: another furrow marking 
it o£F from the nasal process. The rhinarium is strikingly retreated and the 
mandibular portion of the face is considerably in advance of the maxillary 
portion. The site of the anterior nares is at the lateral margin of the simple 
nasal process. In the 45 mm. R.V. embryo (full face, fig. 4; side face, fig. 1) 
the protrusion of the mandibular' portion of the face is not so well marked, and 
the tortnation of the nostrils has proceeded very considerably. The roll of skin 
behind the rhinarium has become less conspicuous, though it is still a well- 
marked feature. The junction of the nasal and maxillary processes has com¬ 
pleted the upper lip; the portion of nasal process entering into the formation of 
the lip being a lar^ one. 

Chist Gland ,—In no specimen have I been able to detect any external sign 
of the chest gland described by Beddard in the adult. 

BsUrncu Ear (see fig. 5).—The ear of the 23 mm. R.V. specimen is so 
motdrted by the epitrichium that no sculpturing is to be detected; it is directed 
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backwards and is closely adherent to the side of the head. In the 45 nun. 
R.V. specimens the ear is pointed and fleshy; it is directed backwards and is 
free of the side of the head. A conspicuous and rounded processus antihelicis 
is present. There is a definite antitragus fold, and a less conspicuous tragus. 
Foldings of the concha distal to the processus are inconstant. 

Manus (see fig. 6).—The digital formula is 4 > 3 > 2 > 5 > 1; in the adult 
the second digit is as long as or longer than the third. The manus is relatively 
large. The four inter-digital pads are marked at their highest points by well- 
defined central areas, l^e pad at the base of the first digit is the smallest. 
The hypothenar pad is well developed. The claws are strong and curved. 

Pes (see fig. 7),—The digital formula is 3 >4>2 > 5, as in the adult. 
One large pad with a central trefoil area is situated at the bases of. digits 3 and 4; 
and smaller pads, with circular central areas, at the bases of digits 2 and 5. 
A .small pad marks the site of the absent first digit. Qaws are not so strongly 
developed on the pcs as they are on the manus in the young animal. 

Mammary Area (see fig. 8).—The four mammary primordia are situated 
in two furrows which run on the lower part of the abdomen and converge 
towards the caudal end. The area between these two furrows is elevated; the 
“pouch area” being thus marked by a raised wedge-shaped swelling of the 
abdominal wall, the apex of the wedge being directed caudad. The manmiary 
primordia are marked as rounded elevations in the furrow, the summit of each 
of the elevations being invaginated so as to form a dimple in the centre of the 
prominence. 

External Genitalia .—The genital tubercle in the male 45 mm. R.V. embryo 
is conspicuous beyond the limits of the cloacel mar^n; in the female of the 
same size the condition is similar save that the genital tubercle is rather less 
conspicuous. 
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A SURVEY OF THE AUSTRALIAN SHEEP MAQOOT.PLY PROBLEM. 

By T. Harvey Johnston, M.A., D.Sc., Professor of Zoology, 

University of Adelaide. 

[Read August 9, 1923. |» 

Though a sheep blowfly problem occurs in Great Britain, South Africa, 
New Zealand, and some of the Pacific Islands, it is in the eastern half of 
Australia that it has developed more especially. In North America there is a 
myiasis affecting stock, caused by the screw worm, Compsomyia maccllaria, but 
it is of a quite different type from that occurring in the countries mentioned. 
At least forty years ago certain blowflies were known to deposit their eggs or 
larvae in injuries on ram’s heads (caused by fighting), on blankets, saddle 
cloths, and wool bales, but it was not till about 1896 that infestation of iambs 
was noticed. The latter occurred after marking and tailing. Following the 
drought years 1900 to 1902, fly infestation became more and more pronounced, 
Froggatt referring to the matter early in 1905, again in 1910, and frequently 
since then. In Queensland the invasion became so bad that in 1913 Cory and 
Jarvis were commissioned to inquire into the matter and found that out of over 
one million sheep in a district in Central Queensland an average of 23 per cent, 
had been “struck,” and that on some “stations” from 40 per cent, to 70 per cent, 
of the animals were affected. They recommended that experiments with various 
traps, dip fluids, and dressings should be carried out by the Government, this 
being begun in 1914 and continued for four years at Gindie, near Emerald, 
Central Queensland (R. S. C., 1922, p. 45). 

A very good account of the damage done to sheep and wool, and the com¬ 
moner sites of infestation, has been published bpr Froggatt (1913, p. 16; 1915, 
pp. 12, 13). In the preceding paragraph an indication of the seriousness of the 
infestation in Central Queensland is given. Froggatt and Froggatt (1916, pp. 
28-30) published a return of the total sheep and estimated losses from blowfly 
infestation in New South Wales for the year 1914, from information forwarded 
by the district stock insjiectors. It showed that the amount varied in different 
districts from nil to as much as 8 per cent., the total estimated loss for the State 
during the period being about 1 3 per cent. Russell (Editor, 1921, p. 250) stated 
that the losses in 1920 from fly attacks in two Queensland “stations” were 
estimated at about 15,000 sheep in each case, all the sheep being almost fully 
fleeced. The writer was informed in 1920 by Messrs. Russell (of Dalmally, 
Roma) and W. G. Brown (Sheep and Wool Expert, Dept, of Agriculture, 
Queensland) that the losses from fly probably averaged 5 per cent, of Queensland 
flocks—^a loss as great as that from all natural causes combined (old age, lambing, 
accidents, and disease). The loss is even greater in New South Wales, where 
sheep raising is carried on more extensively. Fly infestation also occurs, but 
to a less extent, in Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, and Western Australia. 
The annual loss, both directly and indirectly, must aggregate some millions of 
pounds sterling. McLeod and Holme (in Cooper, 1913, p. 55) estimated the 
direct damage in New South Wales during the season 1^-1910 at i377,700, 
and mentioned that in one station in that State fully 60 per cent, of the sheep 
shorn in March became attacked, and, as a consequence, a later date was fixed 
for subsequent shearings with improved results. 

In the Sydney Morning Herald of December 28, 1921, it was stated that 
the destruction of sheep and lambs, the reduction in wool, and other losses 



202 


directly due to the attacks of blowflies cost Australia over five millions sterling 
per annum. 

The time of the year when these flies are troublesome to sheep varies in the 
different parts of the Commonwealth and even in different years in the same 
district. Cooper collected information regarding blowfly prevalence and tabu* 
lated it in 1913. The worst periods were stated to be .from March to May, and 
September to October, with some infestation in certain localities during winter 
(June to August), but probably none during summer (December to February). 
The chief periods are during autumn and lambing time. In Queensland, flies 
make their presence felt whenever there is a good fall of rain (1 or 2 inches), 
regardless of the time of the year (R. S. C., 1922, p. 45), and sheep may be 
badly attacked during the period February to October (R. S. C., in Knibbs, 
1922). Froggatt (1913, p. 15) stated that warm showery winters are especially 
favourable for infestation which may appear as early as March, or may be 
delayed till several months later. Place mentioned in 1922 that infestation was 
not especially noticed in South Australia until ten or twelve years previously, 
and that it occurred particularly in March, April, or May (being worst m the la.st- 
named month), and a^in in spring. These periods correspond approximately 
with those in Tasmania, Victoria, and New South Wales. In New Zealand, 
Miller (1921) reported that though infe.station might occur in winter, it was 
especially prevalent during lambing season in the spring, continuing to December, 
and appearing again in the autumn. Gilruth called attention to its occurrence 
in summer in North Otago, in the Dominion (1907). 

In the earliest accounts of Australian infestation, the culprits were reported 
by Froggatt (1905, 1910) to be the two commonest native blowflies, CalHphora 
oceaniae, and C, villosa, now known as AnastoUorhina augur, Fabr., and A. 
stygia, Fabr., respectively (Johnston and Hardy, 1922). The latter occurs also 
in New Zealand as a sheep maggot-fly (Miller, 1921). Woodbum (in Cooper, 
1913) stated that the "hairy maggot” (i.e., the larva of Chrysomyia albiceps) 
was one of the worst offenders, while Froggatt later (1913) included it (as 
CalHphora rufifacies) along with the two mentioned, but stated that it was of 
minor importance. Several other flies were referred to by him, but it was stated 
that they had not been bred from live wool, though they had been bred out from 
carcases. They were C. varipes, Lucilia sericata, L. caesar, and Ophyra nigra. 
Subsequently some of these were reported as blowing wool on sheep. In 191S 
the same author stated that C. albiceps was the chief blowfly of sheep, and gave 
an account of the main flies and their larvae, adding species of Sarcophaga 
to the list (1914b, 1915). The species which have been reported by Froggatt 
as breeding in wool in Australia are A. augur, A. stygia, C. albiceps, C. varipes, 
L. sericata, Sarcophaga sp., and Ophwa nigra. Taylor (Proc. Linn Soc. N.S. 
Wales, May, 1920) stated that Lttctlia fuscina, Wlk., was one of the sheep 
maggot-flies in Queensland, where it had been conlused with L. sericata. The 
writer of this article has also pointed out that more than one species is included 
under this latter term in Australia (Johnston, 1921, p. 245; 1922, p. 273; Johnston 
and Tiegs, 1922, p. 79). 

It is not yet known whether one kind of blowfly leads the attack and sets 
up conditions which attract others. The following facts are of interest:—(1) 
Ihat the commonest blowflies, A. augur and A. stygia, not uncommonly blow 
woollen materials (blankets, bales, etc.); (2) that they were the first reported by 
Froggatt as infesting sheep; and (3) that one of them has been recorded by 
Miller as causing trouble in New Zealand. They suggest that these flies may 
be the primary cause. As species of Lucitia are known to be culprits in Great 
Britain, South Africa, and New Zealand, it is not unlikely that they may act 
similarly in the Commonwealth, where they are very common around carrion. 
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In parts of South Africa and in Australia, species of Pycnosoma 
(Chrysomyia) are known to blow sheep, and in the latter country are now 
regarded as the chief cause of such myiasis. Patton, however, has stated that 
these flies in the final maggot stage are predators on the larvae of other blow¬ 
flies; hence the possibility that others may initiate the attack and the ‘'hairy 
maggots'" may actually be present (at least in part) in the role of destroyers of 
the culprits, and as a consequence the flies bred out from such infested wool 
would be chiefly Pycnosoma, This point has not been cleared up yet. 1 he 
writer has bred the two “hairy maggots” in abundance from carrion, but the 
laiVae of other blowflies were also present as a rule, and it is probable that 
Pycnosoma is present on sheep in the dual role of carrion feeder and predator. 

Froggatt has frequently drawn attention to the change of habit in the case 
of these various blowflies which were at first carrion feeders, the adults depositing 
eggs or larvae on or in dead animals, and ultimately coming to attack wool on 
living sheep. The writer of the present article does not see any reason to 
assume a change of habit. Flies are readily attracted to those places where 
bacterial decomposition is going on and oviposition is stimulated. Soiled wool 
contains abundant bacteria and a chemotropic influence is soon sufficiently pro¬ 
nounced to attract pregnant blowflies, which dejjosit their eggs or larvae on the 
wool. In part of the area in which larval activity is first manifested there will 
commonly be noticed a more or less pronounced greenish discolouration, no 
doubt caused by bacterial agency, which is secondarily augmented by the pre¬ 
sence of the maggots. This seems to pave the way for the larvae which are 
then feeding in dead and decomposing wool and foreign material until such 
time as they reach the skin, when the irritation caused by their presence, and 
probably also the attempts of the sheep to dislodge them, may lead to a breaking 
of the skin on the fevered part, bacterial infection of the injury soon occurring 
when the maggots are thereby able to get inside the damaged tissue. If this 
view be correct, then one very important line of attack against sheep myiasis 
would be to check bacterial activity. According to an article in the Australian 
daily Press during last December, Dr. W, Sinclair advocates using a solution 
containing one part of mercury in 500,000, which, he claims, is taken up from 
the skin, enters the blood, and becomes excreted through the sweat and yolk 
glands, reaching the wool and skin, where bacterial invasion is then checked; 
but if sheep be already blown and the skin broken, then direct application to the 
moist area is needed, when the bacteria are destroyed, the maggots drop off, and 
the wound soon heals. The method has not, as far as I know, been fully 
investigated. 

There are certainly predisposing factors towards fly attack. It has been 
pointed out by Froggatt (1905, 1913, 1915, 1922) that the sheep breeder has 
changed the character of the Australian merino by making practically every part 
of the animal produce wool, and even by encouraging the development of a 
wrinkled skin in order to give a greater wool-producinp^ surface. Hence the 
wool is extremely fine and dense, and even the rump portion, which is so readily 
soiled, now carries a mass of wool. “This artificial increase in weight, quantity, 
and fineness of wool is accompanied, too, by an increased secretion of yolk, 
which, rising from the skin and spreading all through the wool fibre, forms an 
additional attraction for the flies and supplies food for the maggots” (Froggatt, 
1922). Any circumstance which causes diarrhoea favours fly attack, as also 
docs the act of lambing, merely through soiling the wool of the breech of the 
animals, Even urine may bring about a similar result, and once such dense 
wool becomes infested, the maggots arc soon able to work their way into the 
warm, moist, bacteria-laden wool and pass through their stages under optimum 
conditions. The docking and marking of lambs gives flies a further opportunity 
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on account of the likelihood of bacterial invasion taking place during these 
operations. 

Woodbum (in Cooper, 1913, p. 50) stated that ewes, lambs, weaners, and 
merino sheep (especially if wrinkled) were more liable to attack than plain¬ 
bodied sheep, and that wethers were less affected than ewes. He published a 
table of percentages. Out of 6,000 weaners, merino ewes showed a loss of 
40 per cent., merino wethers 3 per cent,, Lincoln-merin^ crossbred ewes IS per 
cent., and crossbred wethers nil. 

One possible method of controlling the problem may be the breeding 
either of crossbreds or of a merino devoid of a wrinkled skin and of heavy 
wool on the rump region. This would more or less obviate the necessity for 
crutching sheep. The Queensland Blowfly Committee, in a pamphlet issued in 
December, 1920, stated that sick or worm-infested sheep are more susceptible 
to fly attack than are healthy animals; hence, any measures which tend to 
restore such sheep to a normal condition are of distinct advantage. It might 
be emphasized that any circumstances which set up diarrhoea favour fly attack 
through the greater likelihood of fouling the wool and causing it to become 
attractive to the fly. 

It is important that the biology of the various blowflies, especially the larval 
stages and the breeding habits should be known, as such knowledge may indicate 
a vulnerable point of attack. It is known that all blowflies which attack sheep, 
normally breed in decomposing animal matter, though some of them can be 
induced to breed in decomposing vegetation also (e.g,, the writer has bred the 
common Anastcllorhina flies by transferring the young larvae from meat to horse 
manure), but the latter material is not visited by such flies for breeding pur¬ 
poses. The writer agrees with Froggatt in insisting that the most important 
measure against blowflies is the systematic destruction of all carrion, offal, or 
animal debris which are the normal breeding places of such flies. It is the only 
way to strike at the root of the problem. Such destruction may be brought 
about by burning or by thorough poisoning, as well as by encouraging the pro¬ 
pagation of insectivorous birds (Froggatt and Froggatt, 1914, p. 753). 

It has been asserted that the wholesale poisoning of rabbits by means of 
poison carts, poisoning water supplies, etc., and of din^;oes and wild dogs by 
poisoned baits, has been responsible for the enormous increase in the blowfly 
population; firstly, by affording additional breeding places; and secondly, by 
causing heavy mortality amongst insectivorous birds, lizards, etc., through feeding 
on poisoned material. This view is not supported by McLeod and Holme (in 
Cooper, 1913, p. 55). 

A certain amount of information regarding the duration of the various 
stages (egg, larva, pupa) of the chief blowflies was published from time to 
time by Froggatt and Froggatt, while detailed systematic observations were 
carried out in Brisbane in my laboratory, and in addition the longevity of adults 
in captivity was ascertained (Johnston, 1921, 1922; Johnston and Tiegs, 1922; 
Johnston and Hardy, 1923). In the present paper it is not necessary to repeat 
the information published therein. J. L. Frog^tt (1918) has ^iven an account 
of the spiracles of the larvae of the six main sheep maggot-flies. 

It is highly important for the pastoralist to know how far blowflies may 
travel, as indicating the possible source of infestation. No data have been 
published regarding Australian experience, but the writer has summarized the 
results of Bishopp and Laake’s work in Texas, which showed that species of 
some of the |;enera to which certain Australian blowflies belong, are able ^o 
fly, at least, eight miles, even up to 10 miles, within two days (Johnston, 1922, 
p. 275). 

Trapping of flies has been widely advocated and fibres of traps have been 
published by Froggatt, but Russell (Editor, 1921, p. 2dl) regarded it as being 
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of little value when compared with the cost of attending to the traps. Bishopp 
(Farmers’ Bull. 734, U.S.D.A., 1919) stated that “there is a general tendency 
for those engaged in combating flies to put too much dependence on the fly 
trap as a means of abating the nuisance. It should be borne in mind that fly 
trapping is only supplementary to other methods of control, most notable of which 
is the prevention of breeding either by completely disposing of breeding places, 
or by treating the breeding material with chemicals.” 

Some birds are known to catch and kill adult flies, as also do certain 
fossorial wasps known popularly as “policeman flies.” Froggatt reported that 
Stisus turneri, Siisus sp., and Nyssoti sp., were known to act in this way (1917). 
Mr. Hacker, of the Queensland Museum, has informed me that the wasps 
Sericophorus chalybaeus and S. relucens are known to catch sheep maggot-flies 
in South Australia and Queensland, respectively. He also stated that the latter 
wasp was probably that referred to by Froggatt (1915, p. 39) as Gorytes sp. How¬ 
ever, these active wasps arc not numerous and seem to exert little influence on 
fly investation. In Britain the dung fly Scatophaya stcrcoraria has been reported 
by l^froy to be a predator on blowflies, but its value as a controlling agent i.s 
doubted by Austen (Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., 8 (43), 1921, p. 118). 

We may now briefly consider the possible biological control of the fly 
problem by utilizing the parasites of, and predators on, the maggot and pupal 
stages. Amongst the i)redators on larvae one might mention insectivorous 
birds, various ants, including the small red ant Phcidole megacephala, as well 
as Staphylinid (Creophilus) Histerid and Carabid beetles and even mice. 
Pupa are found to l)e preyed upon by the larval stage of a small species of 
Histerid (Saprinus sp.) in Brisbane. It i.s, however, from parasitic w,asps that 
better re.sults arc hoped for. Quite a number are known to occur in Australia, 
the following having been rcporte<l as attacking the maggot stage and destroying 
the fly while in the pupal condition:— Auslralcncyrtus giraiilii, Johnston and 
Tiegs (perhaps better known as Tachinaephagus giraulti'^'^); Hemilexomyia 
abrupta, Dodd; Chalcis caUiphorae, Froggatt; and' probably C. diptcrophaga, 
Girault and Dodd. Of these, all but the first-named arc rare and apparently 
of little value. A. giraulti has been studied by Johnston and Tiegs (1921, pp. 
107-110), but very little is known regarding the life history of the others. 

Of those which are known to parasitise the pupal stage, the most important 
is Nasonia brevicornis, G. and S. (probably more correctly known as N. 
abnormis, Boh.), otheis being Spalangia muscidarum, Kchdsn.; Dirhinus 
sarcophagae, Froggatt; and Paraspilomicrus froggatti, Jnstn. and I'iegs. Nasonia 
has been widely used against the blowfly in sheep country in Eastern Australia, 
especially in New South Wales, being distributed from Mr. Froggatt’s labora¬ 
tory. The habits of this insect have been studied by him and his colleagues, 
J. L. Froggatt and McCarthy (1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1922), as well as 
by myself and Tiegs (1921, 1922). The biology of the remaining three has 
also been investigated in my laboratory (Johnston and Bancroft, 19^; Johnston 
and Tiegs, 1922, a, b). Of all the parasitic wasps, mentioned above, only two 
seem to be likely to have any serious effect on blowfly increase, iHs., Aus- 
tralencytus and Nasonia. The former has not been tried out in the field, while 
in regard to the latter there is considerable diversity of opinion as to its utility, 
the question having been discussed in some detail by Johnston and Tiegs (1922, 
a, b). Nasonia will readily parasitise practically all available pupae, but is 
unable to penetrate even half an inch of soil in order to reach them; hence its 
attacks are limited tb such pupae as occur in readily accessible situations. 


(>) Mr, A. A. Girault has informed me that Australet^rliu is a synonym of Tarhinae- 
The species has been figured by Froggatt (1922) as Stenosterys fuhovtntralis. 
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The last question to be considered is the possibility of applying to sh^ 
some medicament containing a poison with the twofold aim of (^1) destroying 
any maggots which may be present, and (2) so poisoning the wool that it will 
either no longer attract flies, or else will poison any larvae which may hatch 
from eggs subsequently deposited. None of these, however, can control the 
blowfly, though they may be the means of preventing the insects from attacking 
sheep. Even when found to be effective for a limited time, the procedure has 
to be periodically repeated. The use of some r^llent or poison is to be looked 
on only as a method for saving the sheq>. Graybill, Phelps, and Stevensonhave 
published certain data relating to this subject, but the information is not ^plic- 
able to the Australian problem. Cooper and Walling carried out experiments 
with a large number of chemical substances in order to test their value against 
blowflies or their larvae. The following were found, under laboratory con¬ 
ditions, to be repellent to the adult insect (and therefore protective), when 
applied, diluted with-precipitated chalk, to pieces of meat exposed for 17 days 
in England;—Methyl salicylate, p-nitraniline, picric acid, creosote, green oil. 
boracic acid, fusel oil, pine oil, alizarine oil, origanum oil, mustard oil, sod oil, 
iodoform, dimethylamine, quinoline, allyl alcohol, aloin, saponin, copper car¬ 
bonate, nitrobenzine, sinapis oil, and aniseed oil. The substances a{^lied in 
powder form (by using precipitated chalk as a basis) found to be most toxic 
to blowfly larvae were arsenic sulphide, nitrobenzine, eucalyptus oil, methyl 
salicylate, cedarwood oil, p-nitraniline, B-naphthylamine, oxalic acid, borax, 
quinoline, ally! alcohol, picric acid, dimethylamine, copper carbonate, oil of 
cloves, turpentine, B-napnthol, creosote, fusel oil, sinapis oil, aniseed oil, and 
iodoform. It need hardlv be pointed out that expense would prevent many of 
these from being used. Some would probably detrimentally aflfect the wool, while 
others would be too readily removed by rain. 

Work was \mdertaken in New South Wales and Queensland for many 
years with a view to determining what dips and dressing might be satisfactorily 
used. J. L. Froggatt carried out a number of experiments with certain sub¬ 
stances—phenols, cresols, pyridine, resin, turpentine, copper sulphate, iodoform, 
eucalyptus oil, sulphur, pyrethum, various mineral oils, fish oils, and arsenic. 
The effect of many proprietary dip fluids on maggots was tested, and it was 
reported that in most cases not more than 50 per cent, of the maggots were killed 
after ope hour’s immersion in them. He did not make any recommendation 
(1916). A summary of his earlier work was given by his father in 1915 (see 
also Froggatt and Frqoatt, 1917, ptp. 15-19), Tne following three mixtures were 
recommended later f^c^gatt and FrOggatt, 1918, p. 14) as suitable for swabbing 
infested areas:—Spirits of tar and kerosene, 1:3; arsenite of soda, Ij^ lb. in 
50 gallons of water; castor oil and turpentine, 1:5 (rather expensive); while 
in regard to copper sulphate solution it was stated that though it deodorised 
wool and thus prevented reinfestation, it stained the wool and affected the skin. 
In 1920 McDougall gave an account of some spraying experiments at Trangie, 
New South Wales. The following swabbing fluid was ultimately recommended 
by Froggatt (1922, p. 104)Water, 25 gallons; oil, 20 gallons; soap, 10 lbs.; 
arsenite of s<^, 1| lb. (or arsenic 1 lb. and caustic soda 3 ozs.). 


A brief surv^ of Queensland experience in regard to treating sheep may 
now be given. Ciory (1913, p. 8) reeommended, amongst other measures, 

0) Graybill, H. W., Repelknts for in’otMting Atiimah from the Attacki of Flies Bull 
131. y.S.D.A., 1914. ^1|^ E. B., sQnspn. A. F„ Experimental Studtes’ 

Musciddes and other Flym^oymg Agencies, Buu. 108, Hyg. Lab. U.S. l^blic Wfyl *i | 
Service, 1917. 


. ' varloos Chemicals on Blowfly, Ann. 
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thorough crutching, the swabbing or dipping of infested hind-quarters in copper 
sulphate solution, and “shower dipping” of sheep with two months’ wool in an 
arsenical dip. A series of experiments was carried out at Gindie, in Central 
Queensland, in 1914, when it was found that no dip or dressing was effective 
unless it was poisonous, and even then it afforded protection from fly attack for 
only a short time. The effect of applying a strong jet of arsenical fluid under 
considerable pressure was also tried and experiments along this line were sub¬ 
sequently continued by Messrs. Brown and Russell at Dalmally, near Roma, the 
work being carried out for the Institute of Science and Industry. Besides 
“jetting,” the result of using “shower dip” (i.e., applying the dip fluid in such 
a way that it falls like rain on the imprisoned sheep), and ordinary dips (where 
the sheep are forced to swim through and are actually fully immersed in a 
narrow trough or bath containing the arsenical fluid), was carefully noted (see 
Brown, 1919; R. S. C., 1922). Details of the method have been published 
(R. S. C., 1922). Most of the available proprietary specifics were tried out, 
using varying strengths, and it was found that ordinary arsenite of soda solution 
was not only very much cheaper but more easily applied and gave better pro¬ 
tection against fly attacks, as well as being harmless to the sheep and the quality 
of the wool. 

In “jetting,” a steady pressure of from 60 to 200 lbs. per square inch, 
according to the amount and density of the wool (4 to 6 months’ wool, 100 to 
125 lbs. pressure; full fleece, 200 lbs. pressure) was made use of, about Ijt pints 
of the fluid being the average required for the treatment of each sheep as they 
passed singly through a narrow race when the jet was directed against the breech. 
Up to 3,000 sheep per day could be so treated by four men, and the cost per 
animal treated was found to be one-fifth penny. In ordinary weather 07 per 
cent, solution gave three or more months’ protection besides destroying any 
maggots already present, but in wet weather the arsenic may l;c removed more 
quickly, and hence the process may need to be repeated more frequently. It 
was found that jetting with a solution containing 1 5 per cent, arsenic did not 
affect a small experimental flock, while thousands were treated with 1 per cent, 
solution without a single instance of any baneful result. If sheep were treated 
by jetting with a 0 7 per cent, solution three times a year the cost would be only 
three-fifths penny per sheep. In the case of pregnant ewes, it was recommended 
that if flies be not attacking, jetting should be carried out as near lambing time 
as possible, but for other sheep the solution should be applied when flies begin 
to attack. Even in the case of animals with .skin injuries resulting from maggot 
infestation, no losses were caused through the jetting process. 

The “shower” dip fluid contained about 023 per cent, arsenic, and animals 
were subject to it for from 7 to 10 minutes (=8-inch rainfall), when the fleece 
became thoroughly wetted. In the “swim dips” it was found that 02 per cent, 
arsenical solution destroyed lice and other ectoparasites, but was of little use as 
a protection against fly. Strengths up to 05 per cent, were used without ill 
effects being noticed either on the sheep or the wool. For ewes in lamb, weak 
sheep, and those with 6 or more months’ wool, shower dippi^ rather than 
“swim dipping” was recommended, but for dry sheep and those with little growth 
of wool, the swim dip was preferred, as it required less time to obtain the result. 

“As over 90 per cent, of the fly attack is on the breech, jetting is, as a rule, 
the best method of protection, as it is cheaper and a stronger sdution can be 
used over the whole body. In the comparativdy few cases, however, where 
Other parts of the body are attacked, jetting is obviously useless, and resort 
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must be had to the dip; the dip also being necessary to exterminate other external 
parasites. So far there have been no losses from arsenical poisoning. When 
the sheep are dipped they should not be overheated; not dipped after middapr 
in winfpr, and not after 4 p.m. in summer. They should not driven immedi¬ 
ately after dippine. Strict attention to these important points means that losses 
are practically niP’ (R. S. C, 1922). There is no new to crutch after these 
various methods of treatment. 

These results, based on experiments with thousands of sheep, must carry 
weight, in spite of the fact that they are opposed to the statements of the New 
South Wales investigators. Froggatt and Froggatt reported against the frequent 
spraying and dipping of sheep with arsenical solution of excessive strength on 
account of the danger of arsenical poisoning, and stated that though a spray 
containing lb. arsenite of soda in 16 gallons of water may be used as a surface 
application, not more than 1^ lb. in 50 Elions of water should be used if intended 
to reach the skin (1917, p. 20). The latter would mean only 03 per cent, 
arsenite of soda and a much lower percentage of arsenic. In a later article 
(1918, p. 14) they recommended the former strength (i.e., nearly 1 per cent, 
arsenite solution) for use when jetting, and mentioned that about three weeks 
was the longest period for which the best proprietary specific retained any pro¬ 
tective value. A little later, Froggatt (1922, pp. 14, 19) stated that jetting (at 
Warrah, New South Wales) at a pressure of about 125 lbs. cost one half'^enny 
per sheep, the solution containing 1 lb. arsenic in 40 gallons water (i.e.j 25 per 
cent, arsenic). 

Mr. Froggatt's contentions were traversed in the Brisbane Press (1922) by 
Messrs. Russell and W. G. Brown, who reiterated the results reported above 
relating to experimental work at Dalmally. 

The writer would like to suggest that the arsenical treatment, by whatever 
method, may owe its efficacy as a protection against fly to the fact that the 
poison destroys the bacteria present m the soiled or damp wool or in the sores, 
and thus may render such treated parts quite unfavourable as sources of food 
supply for any larvae which may be deposited. Besides, the fact that the 
putrefactive and other organisms are killed, causes a cessation in the production 
of those odours which have a chemotropic influence on the female blowfly—^thus 
not only I is the attractive influence more or less destroyed for the time being, 
but also, any eggs or larvae which may reach such wool, encounter a powerful 
contact poison, and, besides, are in a material in which the organisms that 
appear to be necessary to produce conditions favourable to the fly larvae, have 
been more or less destroyed, so that starvation may result. 

It is known that some insects, including flies, are attracted to certain plants, 
and it was sugpsted that members of the genus Stapelia (natives of South 
Africa) might ^ grown in expectation that blowflies would be misled by the 
carrion-like odour of the flowers of such plants and deposit eggs on them, such 
eggs or larvae resulting from them perishing. Frog^tt (1915, p. 42) com¬ 
municated with the South African entomologist who reported adversely and 
pointed out that South Africa enjoyed no special immunity from blowfly, though 
Stapelias Were native plants there. 

In the Kew Bulletin (No. 10, 1922; Nature, Februaiy 10, 1922) Stapf 
reported that a Brazilian “stink grass” (Mclmis minuHflora inermis) possessed 
an oil with insect-repelling qualities, and thought it might be introduced into the 
tsetse-fly belt in Africa to act as a food for cattle and as a fly repellent. He 
referred to its attempted introduction into Australia (Kew Bulletin, 1900), but 
no further information was available regarding it there. The writer is not 
aware of the plant having been utilized ag^nst blowfly in the Commonwealth. 
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SUMMAKY. 

The writer agrees with Froggatt (1922, p. 20) that the solution of the 
Australian sheep mag^t-fly problem lies in the destruction of the fly before 
it has had an opportunity to deposit eggs or larvae on living sheep. Extermina¬ 
tion cannot be hoped for, but fly control is not only a possibility but a necessity 
under present conditions of sheep raising. 

Fly control can be most successfully established by systematic destruction 
(by burning or {^isoning) of carcases and carrion. Co-operation amongst sheep 
owners is essential,^as neglect on one sheep-raising property may easily lead to 
infestation in a neighbouring “station" as well, since it is known that blowflies 
can travel with, against, and across the wind for many miles in a very short time. 

Of secondary importance as a means of controlling flies is the utilization 
of traps for the adult insects and of various chalcids which attack either the 
larval or pupal stages of such flies. Published evidence in regard to the value 
of Nasonia in this connection is rather conflicting. 

The preservation of insectivorous and carrion-feeding birds is highly 
desirable. 

Experimental work in Queensland has demonstrated the value of applica¬ 
tions to the sheep of strong arsenical solutions as a means for destroying any 
maggots and other external parasites already present, and for affording a very 
marked measure of protection for periods of from six weeks to three months, 
such application being made especially in the form of “jetting,” or else in the 
form of showering, dipping, or swabbing. Such treatment may be accompanied 
by crutching in order to clear away the “dags” and soiled wool. 

It is suggested that bacterial activity may be the prime factor in inducing 
blowfly attack, and that the arsenical treatment may owe its protective efficacy 
to its bactericidal action. 

It may be advisable for sheep breeders to dispense with wrinkled sheep, as 
they are most liable to infestation. It may be necessary to breed a tyi)e of animal 
carrj'ing very little wool on the breech. It is well known that crossbreds are less 
liable to infestation than are merinos. 

A change in the time of shearing may be advantageous in order that the 
sheep may not carry a heavy fleece during the season when fly attack is most 
likely, i.e., during autumn and spring. 
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AUSTRALIAN COLBOPTBRA^Put IV. 

By Albert H. Elston, F.E.S. 

(Read August 9, 1923.] 

Plate XV. 

COLYDIIDAE. 

DeretaphruB bucculentuB, n. sp. 

PI. XV., fig. 1. 

Subopaque, reddish-brown, elytra slightly paler, antennae and legs reddish; 
under-surface same colour as above, in parts diluted with red. 

Head subtriangular, eyes entirely concealed from above, with a round, 
moderately deep depression between antennae, and with dense, comparatively 
large punctures. Antennae robust, reaching to about the first third of the pro¬ 
thorax, the first joint large and globular, the remainder very compact, the last 
three dilated and forming a club. Prothorax distinctly wider than head, longer 
than wide, the apex wider than the base, the lateral margins in front curved 
outwards, and incurved to base, the anterior angles obtuse, the posterior ones 
acute, almost imperceptibly depressed longitudinally in the middle; densely 
punctured, the punctures somewhat larger than those on head, and in places 
confluent. Elytra wider than prothorax and about two and a half times as 
long, sides parallel to beyond the middle, then gradually rounded towards apex, 
base between scutellum and humeral angles carinate; punctate-striate, the 
punctures somewhat smaller and less distinct than those on prothorax, the first 
interstice wide and flat, the remainder carinate. Scutellum small and circular. 
Undersurface with large, regularly placed punctures, on abdomen more or less 
arranged in transverse rows, those on fourth and fifth segments more compact. 
Legs robust, anterior and intermediate tibiae provided on the outside with four 
to five small teeth, the posterior ones with only two small teeth near the apex, and 
all the tibiae, on the outside, furnished with a large apical ^ur, and on the 
inside, with a free spur resembling a stout bristle. I.en^h, 85 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Murray River (A. H. Elston). Type (unique), 
in author’s collection. 

This species is readily distinguished from all previouslj^ described ones by 
the peculiar structure of the head, the basal angles of which entirely conceal 
the eyes when viewed from above. On the elytra the second and fourth inter¬ 
stices are more strongly carinated than the remainder. 

CLERIDAE. 

OrthriuB duptopuactatits, n. sp. 

PI. XV., fig. 2. 

Fuscous; head and prothorax, in the greater part, ferruginous; palpi (in 
parts infuscated), spot on each shoulder, submedian curved fascia on each 
elytron, and under-surface of tarsi testaceous. Thickly clothed with depressed' 
white hairs, longer and of a shaggy appearance at sides of prothorax and on 
legs. Under-surface latericeous to testaceous, part of abdomen si^tly infus-^ 
cated. Lightly clothed with pale semi-depressed hairs. 
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Head with a small depression near the base of each antenna; the punctures 
barely discernible and scattered. Antennae reaching beyond base of prothorax, 
second joint the smallest, ninth to eleventh forming a loose club, the eleventh 
ovate-acuminate, with the inside lightly emarginated. Prothorax not much 
longer than wide, sides roundly dilated near the middle, before apex with a 
curved, moderately deep, transverse impression, and with a straight one at the 
base. Very finely and sparsely punctured, the punctures somewhat more dis¬ 
tinct near the apex than elsewhere, the sides at the middle with a few, more or 
less distinct, transverse wrinkles. Elytra wider tAan prothorax and not quite 
three times as long, sides subparallel to beyond the middle, then gently rounded 
off towards apex. The punctures small, but distinct, arranged in double rows, 
less distinct in the posterior half than in the forepart, the alternate interstices 
slightly raised. Undersurface lightly punctured; on the abdomen the punctures 
are placed, more or less, m tran.sverse rows. Posterior lec/s longer and mure 
slender than the anterior and intermediate ones. Length, 8 5 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland; Brisbane (H. Pottinger). Type (uniqua), in author’s 
collection. 

The dark portion of the head is represented by a round, fuscous spot on 
the top, midway between the eyes, and is joined to the dark apex of the pro¬ 
thorax, the latter having also three dark spots near its lateral margins. The 
submedian fasciae on the elytra are narrowly infuscated at the suture. The 
peculiar sculpture of the elytra should make this species easily recognizable; it 
is closely covered with large, somewhat shallow, reticulate punctures, with the 
interstices longitudinally slightly carinate; and in each of these depressions are 
placed two smaller ones, side by side, which give the elytra the appearance of 
having double rows of small punctures, with the alternate interstices carinate. 
This species differs from the de.scription of O. cylindrieux, Gorh., by not having 
the head thickly and coarsely punctured, the prothorax only lightly punctured, 
not at all granulose, and without a pale subapical macula. 

Ortiirius tricolor, Schenk. 

A specimen from Sydney, New South Wales, differs from the author’s 
description by having the labrum, and all the tibiae at the apex, testaceous; 
and with a small, irregularly-shaped, black macula on the top of the head, 
midway between the eyes. 

Thanasimomorpha. 

Mr. Edward A. Chapin, of the Bureau of Animal Industry, Washington, 
has pointed out to me that the insect determined by Blackburn as Thanasimo¬ 
morpha bipartita, Blanch., is not the species Blanchard described from Guam; 
with this opinion I quite concur. 

Gorham remarked (Cist. Ent., ii., p. 62) that Tillus bipartitus, Blanch, 
(which was subsequently pointed out by Leshc as being a synonym of T. 
notatus, Klug), did not belong to the Tillides, and that it resembled a Tkana- 
simus. Blackburn observed this and (Trans. Roy. Sex. S. Austr., 1891, p. 303) 
proposed the new genus Thanasimomorpha, with bipartita, as the type of it. 
This insect is conspecific with his intricata (pi. xv., fig. 3), which he added to 
the above genus in the same paper that he proposed the new generic name. As 
the genus Thanasimomorpha was, apparently, founded as much upon intricata 
as the insect determined as bipartita, Blanch., I consider, in the absence of any 
definite ruling on this particular point by the International Code, that Black- 
bum’s name for the genus should stand, with intricata, Blackb., as its type, 
and bipartita, Blaclcb. (nec Blanch.), as a variety of the above. 
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Oodontophloeistui, n. gen. 

Bodv elongate, moderately convex. Head comparatively small, in frwt 
of the eyes narrow and elongated. Eyes large, salient, very finely s^ulatw, 
and only slightly emarginated in front. Mandibles robust, curved inwards, 
before apex with a conspicuous tooth, and with a smaller one below that. 
Maxillary and labial palpi rather long, the apical joint of each is similar in 
shape and size, elongated, and gradually dilated towards apex, which is 
obliquely truncated. Antennae reaching to about the middle of prothorax, 
joint 1 large and almost globular, 2 shorter and not as wide, 3 to 8 small and 
compact, 9 to 11 forming a loose club. Prothorax transverse, upper-surface 
more or less uneven, sides near middle roundly dilated, anterior margin some¬ 
what narrower than the posterior one. Elytra sul^arallel and gradually rounded 
towards apex; with ten rows of punctures on each elytron, which is truncated 
at each apex, and sometimes acuminate at the apical sutural angle. Legs 
moderately robust, posterior thighs not reaching apex of abdomen. Tarsi long 
and slender, joints not laminate, claw joint the longest; anterior and inter¬ 
mediate tarsi with only four visible joints, the posterior with five, the first of 
which is small, but nevertheless can be distinguished. Qaws robust and bifid. 

This generic name is proposed for two species formerly placed by me 
in Phlogistus, namely, rubriventris and ungulatus. After the descriptions of 
the above species had been published a number of unmounted specimens of the 
latter species was received from Mr. J. Clark, Western Australia, and, on 
examining these, it was evident that they could not be associated with those 
insects which are referred to Phlogistus, although, in general appearance, they 
are somewhat similar. 

TaocoDENpaoN aurotombntosum, Schenk. 

A specimen from South Perth, Western Australia, differs from the author’s 
description in being smaller; bluish-black; and the oblique, median fasciae on 
the elytra ivory-white. 

Eleale. 

In my introduction to the above genus, published in the Transactions of this 
Society in 1921, the opinion was expressed that E. advena, Chev., and E. 
pantomelas, Boisd., had been incorrectly assigned to this genus. Mr. Edward 
A. Chapin has recently written to inform me that the former is beyond doubt an 
Epiclines. The latter species, the type of which is in the Museum d’Histoire 
Naturelle de Paris, was examined by I^ne and said to be a true Eleale.^h 

Lemidia trimaculata, n. sp. 

PI. XV., fig. 4. 

Nitid; red, in parts paler, almost latericeous; palpi and joints 3 to 11 of 
the antennae more or less infuscated; eyes, labrum, mandibles, scntellum, three 
maculae on elytra (one median and two subapical), narrow margin at apex of 
elytra, and greater j^rt of Iqgs, black. Qothed with moderately long, straggling, 
blMkish, interspersed with whitish, hairs. Under-surface same colour as wove, 
with the mcsosternum (which is more nitid), metasternum, and the last three 
segments of abdomen, blade. Lightly doChed with pale straggling hairs. 

Head wide, between eyes nattened, witfi two large, round, interocular 
foveae, and with a few, scattered, indistinct punctures. Prothorax wider than 
long, sides strongly rounded near the middle, contracted anteriorly and pos- 
terioriy; with de^, transverse, subapical and suMxtsal impressions; and wi& a 
few barely perceptible punctures. Sesttattum almost drcular. Elytra adder 

WLeme, Bull. Soc. Ent. France, 1909, f. 206. ' 
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than prothorax, and about thrice as long, sides before middle slightly contracted, 
behind middle perceptibly dilated, then rounded off towards apex; with rows of 
scarcely discernible punctures. Undersurface with a few scattered punctures. 
Length, 6 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Crow’s Nest, Type (unique), in Queensland Museum. 

This species may be easily distinguished by its colour and markings; the 
median macula is asymmetrical, the part on the left elytron being larger than 
that on the right, the subapical maculae, however, are symmetrical; the ground 
colour of the elytra is latericeous, and the longitudinal rows of scarcely definable 
punctures are of a bright red; the latter colour, however, predominates, which 
gives the insect its reddish appearance. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATE XV. 

Fig. 1. Dcrttaphrut bucculentus, n. sp. 

„ 2. Orthrius duplopunctatus, n. sp. 

„ 3. Tkanasimomorpha inincata, Blackb. 
„ 4, Lemidia trimaculoia, n. sp. 
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MONOQRAPH ON THE AUSTRALIAN LBPIDOPLBURIDAB ORDBR 
POLYPLACOPHORA. WITH A DESCRIPTION OF A NBW BPBCIB& 

By Edwin Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U. 

Plates XVI. to XIX. 

[Read May 10, 1923.] 

Fam. Lepidopleuridae, Pilsbry. 

Genus Lepidopleurus, Risso, 1826. 

Of the four genera included by Pilsbry under the family name, two only 
are found in Australian waters (Man. Con., vol. xiv., pp, 1. 2), and one of these, 
Choriplax^Microplax, of Adams and Angas, has been shown by the writer 
(Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xlv., 1921, Ashby) to belong to a very different 
family, that of the Acanthochitidae. 

Thus the known Australian representatives of this family are all confined 
to the genus Lcpidopleurus, Risso. 

Genus Lepidopleurus, Risso, 1826. 

Pilsbry (l.c.) gives the following characters: “Insertion plates absent. Girdle 
with minute, gravelly, smooth, or striated scales. Type, L. cajetanus, Poli." 
He also adopts and publishes a desscription of Carpenter’s section Deshayesiella, 
Carp., 1878: “Girdle having delicate spines and chaffy scales. Valves curved 
and beaked, sutural plates and sinus as in Lepidochiton. Type, L, curvatus, 
Cpr." 

Thiele (in Chun’s Zoologica Heft., Ivi., Rev. des Systems der Chitonen, 
pt. 1, p. 14. 1909) proposes a subgenus, Parachiton, with L. acuntinatus, Thiele, 
from Duke of York Island as type. 

Iredale, in paper on Chiton Fauna of the Kermadec Islands (Proc. Mai. 
Soc., vol. xi., pt. 1, March, 1914), places his new species L. ^stayerae under 
Thiele’s subgenus, suggesting that it be elevated to full generic rank, and pro¬ 
poses another subgenus, Terenochiton, Iredale, with L. tropicalis, Iredale, as 
type, and suggests that all the small Australian representatives of the genus 
Lepidopleurus be referred to this subgenus. 

Iredale and May, in Misnamed Tasmanian Chitons (Proc. Mai. Soc., pts. 2 
and 3, November, 1916, pp. 98, 99), discuss Australian representatives or this 
genus from Tasmania and South Australia, reaching no definite conclusion, but 
stating: “However, all those we have examined seem to fall into Parachiton, 
since the girdle spears to be covered with slender, glassy spikes.” Personally, 
for the present, I am disinclined to adopt any of the suggested subgenera, but 
would point out that Carpenter’s and Pil 8 br 3 r’s section Deshayesiella, which 
was published by Pilsbry (l.c,), seems to exhibit the chara^ers of some of the 
Australian species and antedates Thiele’s subgenus Parachiton. I find that the 
spicules* even more than the scales, in members of this genus, become easily 
detached, so much so that species that have been supposed to be bare of spicules 
are found on the examination of fresh, well-preserved specimens to have them 
present. I have already, in a previous paper, expressed doubts as to the wi^om 
of dividing this genus into su%enera on such a character. 

My thanks are due to Mr. W. L. May, of Tasmania, and Dr. W. G. Torr, 
of this State, for the loan of much tni^erial without which the production of 
this paper would have been impossible. 
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The following species have been described as from Australia;— L. inqui- 
natus, Reeve, 18^; L. liratus, Adams and Angas, 1865; L. matthcwsianus, 
Bednall, 1906; L. badius, Hedley and Hull, 1906; L. columnarius, Hedley and 
May, 1908; L. niger, Torr, 1911; L. pelagicus, Torr, 1912; and, lastly, a form 
I am describing in this paper and naming L. profundus, Ashby, 1923. 

Lepidopleurus inquinatus. Reeve, 1847. 

(Chiton inquinatus. Reeve, Conch. Icon., pi. xxiii., fig. 154, May, 1847; Ischnochiton 
inquinatus, Rv. of Pilsbry, Man. Con., vol. xiv., p. 90; Lepidopleurus inqumalus, Rv. of 
Iredale, Trans. N. Z'd Inst., vol. xlviii., 1914, p. 42i; auct. non inquinatus, Kv. of Syke.s, 
Proc. Mai. Soc., vol. ii., pt. 2, July, 18%; non L. inquinatus, Rv. of Ashby, Proc. Roy Soc. 
Viet., 33 (N.S.), 1921=? Lepidopleurus iredtdei, of Ashby, l.c. 

In my paper describing the Bracebridge Wilson collection, in the Natit)nal 
Museum of Victoria, reference was made to iredale and May’s paper (Proc. 
Mai. Soc., vol. xii., pts. 2 and 3, Nov., 1916); in commenting thereon it was 
contended that with the exception of recently-preserved, perfect specimens, the 
absence, or otherwise, of spicules on the girdle was not a sufficient indication 
for complete identification, for in this genus the spicules become detached when 
left long in spirit. The description and figures of Reeve’s L. inquinatus so 
perfectly fitted the dredged specimens in the Wilson collection that one seemed 
justified in accepting Sykes' recognition of Reeve’s shelf in the dredged speci¬ 
mens in that collection. ' 

1 then separated the New Zealand shell on account of its distinctive large 
girdle scales; the sculpture of that form is so close to that of the Australian 
shells that, in the absence of the scales, they could not be separated. I therefore 
gave the name of L. iredalei, Ashby, to the New Zealand shell. 

When going through the types of Polyplacophora in the British Museum, in 
June, 1922, in company with Mr. 'J'om Iredale, he pointed out to me that, in his 
opinion, Reeve’s types of this shell were wrongfully labelled as from “Van 
Diemen’s Land, Dr. Sinclair.’’ and were conspecific with one of the New Zealand 
shells. He had come to this conclusion as the result of careful comparison 
with a number of specimens loaned to him by Mr. W. L. May and Dr. W. G. 
Torr, from Tasmania and South Australia, respectively. These specimens are 
now before me, and I regret they were not available for my comparison with 
Reeve’s tjrpes while I was in the British Museum. But this is less important in 
face of the fact that Mr. Iredale had had ample opportunity of making such 
cmnparisons prior to my reaching London. 1 had with me a disarticulated 
spirit specimen from the Wilson collection, and the following is a 
copy of my notes:—“There are four specimens of Chitons on Reeve’s type 
tablet; one is a juvenile Ischnochiton, probably Hncolnensis, Ashby; one had 
been ^sarticulated by Sykes; the remaining two were compared with the Vic¬ 
torian specimen I had brought with me. This latter is a little deeper in 
sculpture than tho.se on the tablet, but otherwise similar; on the other hand, 
the girdle scales on the Victorian specimen are much smaller than those of the 
two on the tablet, and the bases of numerous spicules are apparent on the former, 
whereas I cannot detect them on Reeve’s specimens; although they are dirty, 
they certainly accord more with the New 2^aland species, with which I believe 
tlum Qonspecific.’’ 

As before stated, in good specimens there is very little difference in the 
sculpture between the New Zealand shells and these dredged Australian ones, 
but the larger and broader scales and absence of spicules, except at the sutures 
on the former, easily separate the two. I am therefore concurring with Mr. 
Iredale's opinion that Dr. Sinclair’s specimens were not from Tasmania but 
from New Zealand. 
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Iredale and May (lx., p. 99^ say, “Moreover, we have two species collected on 
the New Zealand littoral.’^ So while the name L. rngninatus, Reeve, must in 
future be limited to the New Zealand shell, it is not quite certain whether L. 
iredale, Ashby, is a synonym thereof or stands as the name of the second 
species, referred to by Iredale and May—that question must be left for future 
determination. 

Lepidoplextrus lirattjs, Adams and Angas, 1864. 

PI. xvi., fig. 1. 

(Proc. Zoolog. Soc. (Lond.), 1864, p. 192: Angas, l.c., p. 187, 1865; L. inguinotus. Rv. 
of Branall, Proc. Mai. Soc., vol. ii., pt. 4, p. 141, 1897; L. inqumatus, Kv. of Torr, Trans. 
Roy, Soc. S. Austr., vol. xxxvi., p. 141, 1912; L. Itratus, Ad, and Ang. of Ashby, Proc. 
Roy. Soc Vict., 33 (N.S.), 1921.) 

Introduction. —^While Adams and Angas described several different chitons 
under the generic name Lepido^lcurus, they do not appear to have recognized 
its generic characters; the species under consideration is the only one of them 
that properly belongs to this genus. This fact led Pilsbry to suggest that “it 
might be an Ischnochiton.” 

The following is the oripnal description:—"Shell small, elongated, convex; 
yellowish-brown maculated with pale brown. End valves and lateral areas con¬ 
centrically, remotely sulcated, densely and minutely Urate, the lirae closely 
pustulose. Posterior valve elevated, lateral areas ^lightly elevated; median 
valves obtusely carinated in the mid^e; dorsal areas lonptudinally Urate, the 
lirae closely pustulose. Girdle pale brown, densely covered with minute scales. 
Length, 8 mm,; width, 4 mm. Yorke Peninsula, South AiMtralia, under stones 
at low water. Angas." Note by Author.--^The' girdle is clothed with flat, 
elongate, imbricating scales, mostly straight-sided and considerably longer than 
broad, which are very easily detached. From amongst these scales proceed, 
chiefly near the shell, long, white, cylindrical spicules, which are about four 
times the length of the scales; these spicules are in clusters at the sutures, 
elsewhere more or less scattered. The girdle is also furnished with a spiculose 
fringe and the underside is closely coverra with flat, elongate scales. This species 
is a littorine form, and although never common, I have collected it at idl places 
visited in St. Vincent Gulf, and also at Port Lincoln, and have recorded it for 
the State of Victoria. Dr. Torr has found it at Port McDonnell, in the South¬ 
east of this State, to St. Francis Island in the west. As this species does not 
appear to have been figured hitherto, one is included in the plate accompanying 
this. 

Lepidopleurto matthewsiakus, Bednall, 1906. 

PI. xvi., figs. 5, 5a. 

(Bednall, Proc. Mai. Soc., vol. vii., pt. 2, June, 1906, p. 92, pi. figs. 1 1-f; Ton, 
Trans Roy. Soc. S. Austr., voL xxxvi., 1912, p. 142; Papers and Proc. Roy. Soc. Tas,, p. 28 
=L ntger, Ton, Trans. Rcqr. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xxxv., 1911.) 

The writer suppUed the specimens to Mr. Bednall which were used in the 
original description; they were from Marino, which is therefore the type locality. 
He found it on the occasion of his first collecting trip to that locality, in 189/, 
and he has since taken them at most of the localities visited in Sooth Australia. 
It was because of Mr. Bednall's request that he refrained from naming this shell. 
Original description: —“Shell dongate, regularly ardied; keel and lateral areas 
indistinct, but clearly defined when seen tbroti^ a lens; jugal area absent; 
lateral slopes rounded. Colour greyish-white. Anterior valve closely, min utely, 
regularly, radially granulated throughout. Central valves similarly ornamented, 
the granulations running longitudinally on the dorsal area and radially on tlM 
lateral areas, the granulations by th^ direcrion defining the areas. Sutt^ 
plates small, triangular, and veiy distant, the juga} sinus consequently being 
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exceedingly wide; posterior dorsal margin straight. Posterior valve as the 
others, and with prominent, central, obtuse, elevated apex, the slope to the margin 
being slightly concave. Bednall. Length, 9 mm.; breadth, 3 5 mm. Hab., St. 
Vincent Gulf.” 


Note .—The description should have the words “and pleural” inserted, then 
reading, "The granulations running longitudinally on the dorsal and pleural 
areas.” The body of this species is nearly always bright pink or red, but some¬ 
times practically black. The shell varies from erey to rufous or dark brown. 


The shell varies from grey to rufous or dark brown. 


Lepioopleurus columnarius, Hedley and May, 1908. 

PL xvi., figs. 3, 3 a, b. 

(Hedley and May, Rec. Austr. Mus., vol. vii.. No. 2, p. 123, pi. xxiv., figs. 27, 28; 
May and Torr, Papers and Pnic. Roy. Soc. Tas., p. 28, 1912r=L. pelagicus of Torr, Trans. 
Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xxxvi., pp. 165, 166, pi. 5, figs. 2 a-f, 1912; Gatliff and Gabriel, 
Proc. Roy. Soc. Viet., vol. xxvi. (N.S.), p. 78, 1913.) 

Original description :—“Valves round-backed, greatly arched, lateral areas 
inclined to the rest of the valve. Posterior valve with full rounded umbo. 
Girdle with minute, dense, imbricating scales. Colour uniform waxen. Sculpture; 
minute |[rains strung in longitudinal, radiating rows, parted by deep grooves of 
equal width. Gioing forward from the mucro additional rows are intercalated. 
The pleural and jugal areas together have about 50 rows. The lateral areas are 
differentiated by densely packed, less prominent, and disarranged grains. Length 
of single curled and shrivelled specimen, about 8 mm.; breadth, 3 mm.” 

To the above description I would add, from an examination of the Port 
Arthur specimen:—“Valves carinated as well as very greatly arched; lateral 
areas beset with radiating rows of closely-packed granules (about 20 rows in 
specimen before me); the posterior margin is deeply toothed, the separating 
grooves being diagonally turned upwards. The girdle, in addition to the scales, 
is furnished with slender, white spicules. For further details see notes under 
L, pelagicus, Torr. Hab.—The type with two valves was dredged by Mr. W. 
L. May in 100 fathoms, seven miles east of Cape Pillar, Northern Tasmania. 
The same gentleman dredged several valves in 80 fathoms off Schouten Island. 

One almost complete specimen, girdle damaged, dredged in 70 fathoms, 
off Port Arthur; dredged m Bass Strait by Trawler “Endeavour”; dredged 
by Sir Joseph Verco, in 130 fathoms, off Cape Jaffa; and several valves, off 
the south-east coast of South Australia, in 300 fathoms. 

From the foregoing records it will be seen that this species is essentially 
a very deep-water form, being found in varying depths from 420 feet to 
1,8(X> feet. 

Lepioopleurus badius, Hedley and Hull, 1909. 

(Hedley and Hull, Rec, Austr. Mus., vol. vii.. No. 4, p. 260, pi. 73, figs. 1, 2, 1909; 
Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xliv, 1920, p. 283.) 

Origin(U description :—“Shell small, broad in proportion to length, rather 
low, rounded dorsally. Sculpture uniformly grain-striate. Colour entirely 
ochraceous, the valve margin sometimes rust. Anterior valve densely radially 
grained. Median valves narrow with a straight, posterior edge; central and 
Jugal areas confluent, lateral areas indistinctly indicated by a slight fold. About 
50 grain-rows to a valve, medially about a dozen grains are close set in a row. 
but wider apart from row to row, the rows longitudinal in the middle, con- 
vei^ng at the sides, and losing their regularity on the lateral areas. Posterior 
valve with central, elevated apex and concave, posterior slope. Girdle beset 
with small chaffy scales, fringed with spicules. Interior white, sutural plates 
rounded, jugal sinus very broad and shallow. Insertion plates entirely absent. 
Length, 6 mm.; breadth, 3 5 mm. The body of the animal is a deep-red colour.” 
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Note .—I have taken this rare Lepidopleurus at Marino and Cape Jervis, 
and Dr. Torr has recently taken it at Kangaroo Island, all in this State. 

These differ from L. nwtthewsianus. Bed., in being broader, slightly carin* 
ated, granules coarser and further apart. Specimens taken in this State differ 
considerably from one another in system and regularity of sculpture; in some, 
the granules are placed quite irregularly, in others in fairly definite rows. Thus 
although several of them show decided differences from the paratype that was 
given to me by Mr. Tom Iredale, this element of variation prevents one from 
considering them distinct. In none of the specimens collected by myself can the 
animal be described as “deep-red” colour; in every case it has been buff. 

Iledley and Hull record it from “Balmoral and Shark Island (Port Jack- 
son) ; Long Reef, near Narrabeen, though a rare shell.” 

Lepidopleurus nicer, Torr, 1911. 

PI. xvl, fig. 4. 

(Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xxxv., pp. 105, 106, pi. xxv., figs. 5 a-f, 1911.) 

Dr. Torr has been good enough to allow me to examine the type of L. 
niger, I'orr (which for some years has been misplaced), and I find it undoubt¬ 
edly conspecific with L. matthewsianus, Bednall. Torr records that only one 
specimen was found “under stones, in shallow pool at Hopctoun, Western Aus¬ 
tralia.” and no other member of this genus is recorded as havin|; been found 
on the trip. On seeing the type specimen I noted at once that it had only 7 
valves, and on turning up the figures accompanying the original description I 
found that it had been figured with only 7 valves, and had evidently never been 
disarticulated, as no sutural laminae are shown. It is one of the black-footed 
varieties of Bednall’s shell, which, owing to the absence of one valve and the 
crowding of those that remain, gives the shell a very unusual appearance. 

Dr. Torr, on p. 106, l.c., remarks, “I had classified this as L. matthewsianus, 
Bednall, but on comparing them I found it much broader in proportion to its 
length, and the body of the animal, which is uniformly red in L. matthewsianus, 
is almost black in L. niger." 

Although the foot is usually red, as before noted, I have found a good many 
with a practically black foot. 

While the recognition of L. niger, Torr, as conspecific with Bednall’s species, 
removes L. niger as a spedes from the fauna of Western Australia; Torr’s 
find places L. matthewsianus, Bed., tor the first time on the Fauna List of that 
State. And further, it is the first record of the occurrence of a member of that 
genus in Western Australian waters, and Dr. Torr is to be congratulated thereon. 

Lepidopleurus pelagicus, Torr, 1912. 

FL xvi., fig. 3b. 

(Torr, Trans. Roy. Soe. S. Austr., vol. xxxvi., pp. 165, 166, pi. v., figs. 2 a-f, 1912= 
L, columnariut, Hedley and Hull, U.) 

Mr. Tom Iredde, while we were together examining the types of Polyplaco- 
^hora in the British Museum, in June last, called my attention to the differences 
in the descriptions of the girdle characteristics of L. columnarius, Hedley and 
May, and L. pelagicus, Tprr, suggesting the possibility that the two species were 
not conspecific, as had been determined by Gatliff and Gabriel 

As before quoted, Hedley and May say of the first-named species, “QrtQe 
with minute, dense, imbricating scales”; whereas Torr in his description of 
L. fele^us (l.c., p. 165) says, “Girdle leathery and spiny to the unail^ eye# 
under H-inch lens it is covered with minute spicules.” 
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An examination of the valves dredged with the type of L, columnarius in 
100 fathoms, off Cape Pillar; of the valves dredged off the Schouten Island; 
and the complete specimen dredged off Port Arthur, led me to conclude that 
they were all conspecific with Torres L. pelagicus. The girdle of the Port Arthur 
specimen, in which a portion is fairly well preserved, is clothed with long, flat, 
pointed imbricating scales very similar to those of L. liratust Adams and Angas, 
but it is furnished also with a number of slender, white spicules, in this respect 
corresponding with Torres description of the girdle of L, pelagicus. 1 wrote 
recently Mr. Chas. Hedley in reference to this feature, and he has re-examined 
the type of L. columnarius^ and he writes to me as follows, on February 26, 1923: 
‘‘The girdle of the type is much shrivelled, but looking at it again for the pur¬ 
pose of this letter, 1 should consider it to be spiculose.” 

It will be seen that while there is some divergence in the sculpture and 
angle of divergence of the various specimens examined (the former is probably 
due to w’earing), there are not sufficient grounds for separating them into two 
species, the fact of the presence of spicules on the girdle of L. columnarius 
having been overlooked in the original description. Mr. 1 redale had concluded 
that the large specimens I am describing in this paper under the name of L. 
profundus were possibly Torr’s L. pelagicus, because of the spiculose character 
of the girdle; the extreme elevation of the shell of L, columnarius easily dis¬ 
tinguishes that species from any other known membet of this genus. I figure 
a photograph of one of the valves of the type of L. pelagicus, edge on, and also 
a valve of one of May's L, columnarius in a similar position; they will be seen 
to be almost identical. 


Lepidopleurus, profundus, n. sp. 

PL xvi., figs. 2, 2a. 

(:=:Lcpidoplcurus inquinaius, Reeve of Sykes, Proc. Mai. Soc, vol. ii, pt. 2, 1896= 
Lcpidoplcurus tnquinatiis, of Reeve of Ashby. Proc. Roy. Soc. Viet., 33 (N.S.), 1921.) 

Introduction ,—The recognition of the New Zealand Lcpidoplcurus, as being 
conspecific with Reeve's type of Chiton inquinaius, leaves the deep-water species 
(lx.) without either description or name. I therefore propose the name of L. 
profundus, referring to its deep-water habit as compared with its littorine rela¬ 
tives, L. liratus, Adams and Angas. and L. inquinatus, Reeve. The specimens 
referred to in the following description were indeterminately referred to by 
Iredale and May, in their discussion under the heading Lcpidoplcurus inquinatus. 
Reeve (Proc. Mai. .Soc,, vol. xii., pts. 2 and 3, Nov., 1916, pp. 98, 

General appearance and ro/our.—Slightly cannated, not evenly arched as in 
L. mattheivsianus, Bed,, and is slightly more keeled than is the case in L, liratus, 
Adams and Angas, sculptured in dorsal and pleural areas with narrow, finely 
granulose, longitudinal ribs, and in the lateral areas with closely packed, granu¬ 
le, radial ribs of about half the width; this area is also strongly corrugated 
by transverse growth sulci. 

The colour of the type, which has evidently been in spirit, is pale biscuit 
colour, but the fresh specimen from Port Arthur is Pinkish-Buff along the dorsal 
ridge and mottled Pinkish-Cinnamon along the sides (Ridgway's Colour 
Standards, pi. xxix.). 

Anterior valve, broad, decorated with closely-packed, very narrow, 
polished, granulose, radial ribs (about 100 in type); the ^anules coalesce and 
are less rounded than is the case of L. liratus. 

Posterior valve ,—Mucro very distinct, median, or a little behind the middle, 
the anterior portion decorated similarly to the dorsal and pleural areas of the 
median valves, the sculpture of the posterior half corresponds with that of the 
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anterior valvCt except that in addition there are several well-defined growth sulci < 
The posterior slope is slightly concave but steejjer than in L. liratus. Conunonly 
in the latter species the macro is more prominent, due to the posterior slope 
immediately behind the macro being almost vertical and then flattening out to 
the girdle. 

Median valves. —^The dorsal and pleural areas decorated with longitudinal 
ribs composed of closely-packed, imbricating, flattened granules. In the dorsal 
area, these pectinated ribs are very close together, but, in the pleural area, they 
become further and further apart, until the interspaces are twice the width of 
the ribs, these last becomng more raised, though still keeping the appearance of 
closely-packed, semi-fused, polished, flattened granules; some of the ribs only 
traverse the area half-way, thereby leaving wider spaces between them, a feature 
that is also characteristic of L. Uratus. The lateral areas are narrow, raised, 
decorated with radisi ribs similar in character to those of the anterior valve, they 
number ^ odd in type; these radial ribs are crossed by concentric growth suki 
(9 in type). The type is not disarticulated, but a separated valve from Victoria 
shows that there are no insertion plates; sutural laminae small, far apart, inside 
white. 

Girdle. —^The underside is clothed with scales, which are imbricating, long, 
flat, straight-sided, with rotmded ends. The upperside is clothed with small, 
irregular, arenaceous scafes, which are almost hidden in perfect specimens by a 
mass of short, slender, sharp-pointed, white spicules. 

Measurement.—The type, which is badly curled, measures about 20X65 mm. 
The Port Arthur specimen, which is well preserved, measures 12X5 5 mm.; v>d 
one of the specimens dredged by Mr. May off Schouten Island is 16x65 mm. 

Hci)itat. —^The type, which has been selected because in it the girdle spicules 
have been well preserved, was dredged by Dr. Joseph Verco in St. Vincent Gulf, 
and, passing through the hands of Dr. Torr, became the property of Mr. Tom 
Iredale, to whom my thanks are due for presenting it to me for the purposes of 
this paper. Dr. Torr has also several similar shells, also dredged by Dr. Joseph 
Verco, but no data as to depth. Mr. W. L. May has dredged two in 15 fathoms 
in Geographe Strait, Schouten Island; six he dredged off the Pilot Station in 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel, in 9 fathoms; and Mr. £. Mawle has dredged it off 
Port Arthur at a similar depth; also several specimens were dredged in Victoria 
and are in the Bracebridge Wilson collection in the National Museum in Mel¬ 
bourne. May and Torr (l.c.), referring to some of the specimens, say: “No 
.specimen, to our knowled^^ has been taken near the shore.” All the specimens 
I have seen have been taken at depths varying from 54 feet to 135 feet, and 
1 have seen none but dredged specimens. 

In conclusion.—^Thia species is earily distinguished from the New Zealand 
L. inqmnatus, Reeve, by its smaller smes and very spiculose girdle; from 
L. Uratus, Adams and Angas, by the sculpture in L. profundus, Ashby, being 
less granulose, and more like polished, pectinated ribs; the spicules in L. Uratus 
are much coarser, longer, and fewer m number, and the girdle scales of L 
Uratus are larger and straight-sided, I. i*ro#iw also being consistently a littorine 
shell. In both species there is incipient bridging between the ribs, but it is mudi 
stronger in L. Uratus than in L. profundus, although particularly re^ar in the 
latter. In the centre of each flattens granule in the sculpture of L. profuttdus 
occurs a black dot, which is the terminal of a sense organ which in more 
specialized forms of chitons is developed into what are termed eyes. 
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SUMMAKV. 


Name. 

Habitat. 

Distinguishing Characters. 

Lcpidopleurus it^inatus, Reeve 

A New Zealand littorine shell 
not found tn Australia 

Spicules absent or very scanty, 
girdle scales comparatively 
large and broad 

/.. liratus, Adams and Angas 

A littorine shell under stones 
at low water, recorded from 
South Australia and Vic¬ 
toria 

Sculpture coarser and rougher 
than L. profundus, granules 
more raised and rounded, 
scales long and straight¬ 
sided, spicules coarser, 
longer, and comparatively 
few in number 

L. profundus, Ashl^ .. 

A deep-water shell only. 
South Australia, Tasmania, 
and Victoria 

I 

1 

Granules in ribbing coalesced, 
flattened, and polished. Scales 
on girdle small, irregular; 
in perfect specimens, girdle 
covered with massed, short, 
slender, pointed, white 

spicules 

L colummrius, Hedley and 1 
May»L. pelagicus, Torr 

A very deepwater shell. Off 
Cape Pillar, Schouten 
Island, Port Arthur, in 

1 Tasmania, Bass Strait, off 
south-east coast of South 
Australia 

Shell exceptionally elevated 
and keeled, sculpture small 
and finely cut; girdle spicu- 
lose with flat, elongate scales 

L, watthewsianus, Bednall 
• L. ntger, Torr 

A littorine shell, not rare in 
South Australia. One 

record each from Western 
Australia and Tasmania 

Small, rounded, evenly arched; 
sculpture very finely granu- 
lose and regular; foot red 
or pink, rarely black 

I . badiiis, Hedley and Hull . ♦ 

A littorine shell. Recorded 
from New South Wales 
and South Australia 

Small, subcarinated, broad 
shell, usually more or less 
orange in colour; sculpture 
coarser and less regular than 
L. matthewsianus; foot in 
South Au$ti;alia, buff 


For description of Plates see pp. 242 and 243. 
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A RBVIBW OP ISCHNOCHITON (HAPLOPLAX) SUARAQDIMUS. ANOAS. 
1867. AND ITS CONOBNBRS, TOQBTHBR WITH THB DBSCRIPTION OF 
TWO NBW CHITONS PROM PAPUA. 

By Edwin Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U. 
fRead June 14, 1923.] 

Plates XVI. to XIX. 

Before dealing with the Haploplax from Papua, for which, as well as other 
forms dealt with later in this paper, my thanks are due to my friend Dr. W. G. 
Torr, it became imperative to settle the question as to whether the shell described 
by Bednall and Matthews, under the name hchnochiton resplendens (Proc. Mai. 
Soc., vol. vii., pt. 2, June, 1906), is distinct from the Sydney shell, which was 
described by Angas under the name Lophyrus smaragidinus (Proc. Zoolog. Soc., 
1867, p. 115, t. 13, f. 28; l.c., p. 222). Torr, in his paper on Western Australian 
Oiitons, in 1911, treated it as a distinct species, but in his paper of the next year, 
considered it a colour variety of I. smaragdinus. Up to the present time no 
one has published the results of any careful examination. A reference to Bednall 
and Matthews' paper (l.c ) will show that they considered the common Haploplax 
in South Australia eonspecific with the Sydney shell, and separated their species 
purely on colour characters and size. 

While colour markings may, in some measure, be distinctive of geographic 
races, we are not justified in recognizing these features, unsupported by more 
important characters, as having any specific value. 

A comparison of the extensive series in my collection from Port Jackson, 
New South Wales; Port Arthur and Frederick Henry Bay, south-eastern Tas¬ 
mania; Penguin, north-western Tasmania; South Australia; and from Yal- 
lingup, in Western Australia, reveals some very interesting features. 

Size .—In respect to size, the Sydney shell averages decidedly smaller than 
those from the other States; the largest from there, on my card, is 16X9 mm. 
Those from north-western Tasmania and South Australia are very similar in 
size, the largest on my cards measuring 23X13 and 20X1H mm., respectively. 
In Frederick Henry Bay, in south-eastern Tasmania, and Yallingup, Western 
Australia, we find giant races measuring 30X17^ and 29X17 mm., respectively. 

Colour viarkings .—A very striking colour variety occurs at Port Jackson, 
one in which the end valves are dark and the rest light, cream, white, or grey; 
and a similar varient also occurs in south-eastern Tasmania, but I am not aware 
of its occurring in any of the other localities named. 

The beautifully-streaked form described by Bednall and Matthews under 
the name H. resplendens, seems only to occur in Victoria, South Australia, and 
Western Australia. The cruciform variety in all its colour variations is common 
to all the localities except Western Australia. 

In all the localities except this latter there exists a great variation both in 
colour and pattern, but at Yallingup, on the west coast of the latter State, all the 
specimens taken are of one colour pattern, a ^A^k variety of the .streak^ form 
named H. resplendens. 

Dr. Torr advises me that he also only collected this form in the same 
locality, and the few specimens he collected on the south coast, at Albany, were 
similar. 
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Inside and form, —After disarticulating a series from the various localities, 
the shape and carination of the valves, the position of the mucro on the tail valve, 
and the shape of the sutural laminae were so similar as to need no special com¬ 
ment. The variation of the number of slits in the insertion plates of the two 
end valves is interesting but not conclusive; thus Sydney specimens showed 12-12 
slits, Port Arthur 11-12, Penguin 11-12, Marino (South Australia) 10-10, Yal- 
lingup 10-9. But another from Marino showed several additional, crowded slits 
in the tail valve, while still maintaining the 10 in the anterior; also a large shell 
from Yallingup has 10-12 slits. The most that can be said is that the South 
Australian and the Western Australian shells both seem, when of an equal size, 
to have a fewer number of slits than is the case with the eastern forms. 

Sculpture compared, —The Sydney shell is decorated with very shallow sub- 
triangular pits, which are more evident in the pleural area than in the lateral; 
concentric growth sulci are present in the lateral areas and are continued across 
the pleural. The girdle is covered with polished, smooth, pcbblc-like scales, 
features that are common to the whole series referred to above. The specimens 
from south-eastern I'asmania arc generally similar in sculpture, which is very 
shallow, the pitting in the pleural area is to some extent arranged in longitudinal 
rows, the shallow ridge between these when seen under 65 magnifications, and 
laterally lighted, gives the effect of longitudinal ribbing, a feature 1 have not 
noticed in the shells from .Sydney, the growth sulci are present in the lateral 
areas but only to a very limited degree in the pleural; a juvenile from this 
locality, 10 mm. in length, i.s completely smooth except for growth sulci. The 
specimens from north-western Tasmania are very similar, allhcmgh, possibly, the 
lateral area is smoother, the inner half often absolutely .smooth, and the pitting 
in the pleural area i.s circular and more evenly distributed than the preceding, 
but still very shallow. 

All the South Australian shells, whether they be the variety with delicate 
streaking, de.scribed as H, respicndens, or of any other pattern, .show a dis¬ 
tinctly deeper pitting, which is much more regular than any of the preceding, 
the pits in a few places are confluent, but on the whole are so regular that the 
ridges between, under a high power, resemble a network or honey-comb. In 
the shells from Yallingup, in Western Australia, this regular honey-comb pitting 
reaches its maximum development. In the pleural area, in both younger 
and older shells, the pitting is regular, deep, circular, or hexagonal, and the .same 
character is preserved in the lateral areas, except that it is there a little confused 
by a limited amount of radial pitting. While some wavy growth sulci cross the 
lateral areas and are to a small degree seen in the i)lcural, they are not in evidence 
to anything like the extent that they are in the far-eastern forms. 'I'he scales in 
these western specimens are larger than in any of the preceding, but this may be 
partly due to their much larger size. 

In conclusion, —Radial ribbing or shallow grooving in the two end valves 
and lateral areas is present in all Yallingup specimens, and in all medium to large 
specimens from South Australia, but is ab.sent in those from New South Wales 
and Tasmania. 1 have one partial exception from the latter State, in which two 
of the valves are abnonnal; in these, this feature is merely suggested. 

The pitting in the eastern shells is more shallow, and in some parts absent 
altogether, and the juvenile specimens are often quite smooth, which is never the 
case with the western forms. 

1 therefore propose to recognize H, respicndens, of Bednall and Matthews, 
as a subspecies, including under this name all the varieties occurring in South 
Australian waters* One hardly knows what to do with the Yallingup form. It 
certainly eichibits a wonderful constancy in colour and pattern, and shows the 
distinctive sculpture of the South Australian shell in its most marked degree; 
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in addition, it is an exceptionally larpe race with larger scales than any from the 
other States, but in face of the limited material available it seems best, at any 
rate for the present, to distinguish it only by a varietal name. I therefore pro¬ 
pose to recognize it as a variety of H. resplendens under the name wtsternensis. 

It seems probable that the western form is the progenitor of the South 
Australian shell, and that the two forms, the eastern and the western, may have 
become intermixed in the State of Victoria, since the breaking down of the 
Bassiati Isthmus. It is interesting to note that the megalapores, or terminals, of 
the sensory fibres are seen in these forms as black dots in the centres of each 
pit, in the shell sculpture. 


ISCHNOCHITON (Haploplax) lentiginosus, Sowerby, 1840. 

(Chitou lentiginostu. Sow., Mag. Nat Hist Oiarlsworth, iv., (N.S.), p. 293, June, 
1840; Chiton ademidenw. Reeve, Conch. Icon., t 191, f, 123, May, 1847.) 

The following is the original description by Sowerby of a specimen from 
Newcastle, New South Wales:—^“Shell oval, carinated, smooth; back elevated, 
lateral areas inconspicuous. Colour tawny-brown, ornamented with round blue 
spots. Margin minutely scaly; length, 15X9 mm.” 

As compared with /. smaragdinus or /. resplendens, this .species is normally 
broader. The largest I collected at Bulli, in 1915, measures 16X11 mni. ITie 
“round blue spots" seem consistently present on all specimens, but in some the 
spots coalesce, forming blotches. TTie end valves and the lateral areas show 
shallow radial ribbing, which is broken, especially so in the lateral afbas, by 
concentric growth sulci. 

The median areas and the rest of the shell, in a less degree, are decorated 
with minute granules which arc somewhat confused in their distribution. 

While in the British Museum, last June, I was able to examine the types 
of Australian Polyplacophora in that collection, and my acknowledgments arc 
due to Mr. Tom Iredale for much help in connection therewith. Together we 
examined Reeve’s Chiton adelaidensis. My notes are as follows:—“This is 
Haploplax lentiginosus, Sowerby, without the blue spots, the whole being dirty 
white in colour. The scales are larger than H. resplendens, except the specimens 
from Yallingup, but are similar to H, lentiginosus. There is no doubt in my 
mind that Reeve’s locality of Port Adelaide is quite a mistake. I have never 
taken this species in South Australia, though Mr. Iredale informed me that he had 
some that were alleged to have been taken by Mr. E. H. V. Matthews, near 
Second Valley, in this State, It will be seen that Sowerby’s name antedates that 
of Reeve’s by seven years. 

Papuan Chitons. 


I am indebted to my friend Dr. W, G. Torr for the opportunity of examining 
and describing a small collection of Chitons made by the Rev. R. Andrew, in 
Papua. 

Acantkopleuka spinioeba, Sowerby, 1840. 


(Chiton spiniger, Sow., Mag. Nat. Hist, 1840, p, 287.) 

There are in the collection three large eroded specimens from Normanby 
Island, Pwua, and one large and two juvenile specimens, in perfect order, from 
Misima, Pwua. I do not consider these conspecihe with the AustralUn A, 
gemmata, Blainville, for in addition to the more granulosc character of the 
sculpture the Papuan shells have much longer, more slender, and curved spicules 
on the girdle. I consider them commedfic with the shell from the west coast 
of Sumatra referred to in my paper (Jour, and Proc. Roy. Soc. W. Austr vol 
viii., p. 31) under the name given above. The spicules on the Papuan 
aw considerably more slender and curved than the Sumatra specimen, iW 
of cours6i 06 a dtstinct rac6. 
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Ischnoradtia papuaensis, n. sp 

General appearance. —Broad, end valves equal in size and as well as the 
lateral areas radially ribbed, lateral areas raised, a minute granulose pattern 
covering the whole shell. Girdle scales large, pebbly, outer half keeled and 
pointed, inner half triangular and imbricating. 

Colour .—Pale or worn valves are Light Greenish-Olive streaked with 
Mikado-Brown (Ridgway’s Colour Standards, pis. x]vi. and xxix.), with often 
dark dorsal area and several dark spots on the posterior mar^n; the dark- 
coloured valves are green on the dorsal and lateral areas, merging into dark olive- 
brown towards the posterior margin. 

Inside of shell .—Light greenish-olive merging into darker green, highly 
polished; in the median valves the sutural laminae, shallow, mostly bowed 
inwards in the centre. The tegmentum is infolded from the posterior margin, 
slits 1-1, and in one valve 2-1 ; the slit ray forms a very deep sinus, with highly- 
thickened walls, teeth of the insertion plates sharp, slightly grooved on the 
inside, eaves solid, articulamentum protrudes beyond the tegmentum; anterior 
valve 13 slits, posterior 18, sutural laminae with broad sinus similar to the 
median valves. 

Anterior valve .—This valve is uniformly very minutely decussate; while 
in juvenile shells little other sculpture is to be seen. At an early stage they 
develop a series of flat, shallow, radial ribs, which are very broken, often con¬ 
tinuing for some distance and then dying away, others being intercalated and 
taking their place; this gives the valve the appearance of being covered with 
dashes. 

Posterior valve .—Broad and flat, mucro ill-defined, anterior of .centre. 
The anterior margin of the tegmentum is bowed forward, the portion of valve 
in front of the mucro is very short longitudinally, and is decussated in a similar 
manner to the pleural areas of the median valves. The portion behind the mucro 
occupies nearly three-quarters of the valve, and is minutely decussate through¬ 
out; but. in addition, half-way down, the valve commences a scries of broken, 
intercalated, radial ribs, similar in character to the anterior valve. 

Median valves .—In the dorsal area the apex is smooth, then becoming 
grooved, with very minute, somewhat irregular, longitudinal grooving, this again 
changing, as the anterior margin is approached, into a decussated pattern, com¬ 
posed of evenly-distributed, minute granules. In the pleural area the upper 
part is longitudinally striate, similar to the dorsal, but rapidly becoming granulose. 
The lateral area is raised, with broad, shallow, radial ribs. On the valve, before 
me 1 count 8, the sulci between are much narrower than the ribs. The whole 
area is decorated with minute granules like the rest of the shell. It will be seen 
that juvenile shells will show no radial ribbing at all, that feature being a later 
development. 

Girdle .—The girdle is indistinctly banded with brown and light bands. The 
scales on the lighter portions are dark on the lower or outer half and light only 
on the upper, nearest the shell. The scales are quite characteristic of this genus, 
being large, subcarinated or keeled on the outer half, giving the appearance of 
bei^ pointed, the upper half of each scale is subtriangular, flattened, and imbri- 
catioff; the surface of the .scale is not strictly smooth. 

Measurements .—somewhat damaged specimen measures 20X13 ntm. The 
tegmentum only, of valves of type: anterior, 5X10; posterior, 5^X10; median. 
3ixi^ nun. 

Ho^'tof.t-Normanby Island, Papua. 

Remcn4u.-^1 have placed this species under the genus Ischnoradsia because 
its scales arc quite cluiracteristic of members of that genus. But one was sur¬ 
prised to find only one slit in most of the median insertion plates, one valve only. 
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having two well-defined slits on one side, suggesting the possibility of specimens 
bein|^ found with two slits, which is usual in this genus. I note a Japanese 
species, /. albrechti, Schrenck, varies from one to three, 

IschQochiton (Haploplax) nuaimaenais, n. sp. 

General appearance. —^Elliptical, almost evenly arched, not carinated, shallow 
radial ribs in lateral areas and end valves; girdle clothed with polished, pebble¬ 
like scales, all of which are dark on the lower or outer side, but those in the light 
bands are transparent on the upperside. 

Colour. —The ground colour of the upperside is Tea-Green, thickly covered 
with streaks and broad dashes of Mikado-Brown (Ridgway’s Colour Standards, 
pis. xlvii. and xxix.). 

Inside. —Greyish-green, very similar to the upperside, anterior valve with 
13 slits in the insertion plate, irregularly placed, posterior 15 slits, sutural laminae 
shallow, anterior edge parallel with the tegmentum, sinus broad; median valves 
have 1-1 slit, sutural laminae somewhat rounded and rather large in proportion, 
sinus between very broad, insertion plate teeth sharp and the slits deep. 

Anterior valve. —Raised, slope convex, shallow ribbing being distinguishable 
towards the margin, which is slightly crenate, the whole surface is decussated 
with minute, evenly-spaced g^ranules. In the larger s{^imen it can be clearly 
seen that these granules are arranged in narrow, radial rows, about three of 
these forming the wider, flat, radial ribs, of which there are over 50 in each 
end valve. 

Posterior valve. —Mucro a little anterior of middle, but little raised; the 
anterior portion occupies barely one-third of the valve, and the posterior two- 
thirds is defined by being raised slightly, thereby forming a diagonal ridge; the 
sculpture of the anterior portion is similar to the pleural areas of the median 
valves; the posterior two-thirds is similarly sculptured, but has, in addition, 
towards the outer margin, a suggestion of radial ribbing, but this in the type 
is so shallow as to be hardly discernible; several shallow-growth sulci are also 
present. 

Median valves. —^Evenly arched, not carinated, the dorsal area not defined, 
the combined dorsal and pleural areas are decussate with evenly-distributed, 
minute granules; several growth sulci are continued from the lateral areas, 
across the pleural area. The lateral areas are raised and well defined, covered 
with granules similar to the rest of the shell, but, in addition, crossed by two 
deep growth sulci and several minor ones; incipient, broad, radial sulci can be 
seen if the valve is held at a right angle. The large but crushed specimen in situ 
on a black stone measuring l5iXll mm. has five or six well-defined, flat, radial 
ribs in this area, where they are two or three times as broad as is the case in the 
end valves; they are noticeable, even without the aid of a pocket lens. 

Girdle. —^I’he girdle is broad banded, clothed with rather large, imbricating, 
polished scales, which are blackish in the dark bands and opalescent above and 
black below, on the outer side, in the lighter ones; this rather unusual feature 
is common to all the six specimens in the collection. The scales are polished, 
and under 65 mag. those nearest the shell are distinctly striate; the larger scales 
in the centre of the girdle are, under this power, partially striate, the surface of 
the scales is slightly rou^, a subgranulose diaracter that is not visible under a 
pocket lens. In H. lentiginosus the surface of the scales is smooth, althot^ 
those immediately next the shell show some striae. 

In H. lentiginosus the upper margin of the scales is evenly rounded, whereas 
in the species under review it is subtriangular. In the large damaged 
before referred to there is a well-defined, short, girdle fringe; in H. lentiginosus 
in one or two specimens I can detect a less-developed fringe. 
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Measurements. —The type was not measured before disarticulation, but the 
largest one on the stone is 15 ^X 11 mm., the next in size 15X9 mm., so probably 
the first-named is a little widened by crushing. 

Habitat. —All the specimens are from Misima, Papua. 

Remarks. —Although in outward appearance this .species reminds one of 
H. resplendens, the sculpture being granulose instead of pitted, the more 
ribbed character of the end valves and the lateral areas, and the special scale 
features, easily separate it. It is separated from H. hntiginosus, to which 
species it is more nearly allied, by its much more regular granulose sculpture, 
different .scale features, and ab.sencc of blue dots and its lack of carination, this 
last feature also separating it from all the races of smaragdinus. 

In conclusion. —^There is every probability that this Haploplax also occurs 
in North Queensland, and it is more than likely that the specimens collected at 
Port Molle, in that State, by Coppinger, and described by E. A. Smith (Zool., 
H.M.S. Alert, p. 79, 1884) as conspecific with C. adelaidensis of Reeve, are 
really this species, for his description well fits them. There is also just a 
po.ssibility that Reeve’s C. adelaidensis may have come from one of these 
northern localities, and, after all, not be conspecific with H. Icntiginosus, to 
which species Mr. Iredale and the writer referred it in their examination of the 
type in the British Museum, with aid of pocket lens only. 

For description of Plates see pp. 242 and 243. 
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NOTB8 ON A COLLECTION OF POLYPLACOPHORA PROM CARNARVON, 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. WITH DEFINITIONS OF A MEW GENUS AMD 

TWO NSW SPECIES. 

By Edwin Ashby, F.L.S.. M.B.O.U. 

[Read August 9, 1923.] 

Plates XVI. to XIX. 

I am indebted to Mr. Worsicy C. Johnston, of Western Australia, for the 
gift of one of the most remarkable collections, though small as to number of 
^>ecies, of Polyplacophora ever made on the occasion of a single brief visit. 

It includes, amongst others, a small but new shell of a unique type that 
requires the establishment of a new genus for its reception; the rediscovery of 
a ^rticularly interesting form of Sclerochiton, that has only been known from a 
single specimen, in the British Museum, and concerning which doubt has been 
expressed as to whether it was of Australian origin; and, finally, the rediscovery 
of a strange form of Cryptoplax that has been only known from a single minute 
specimen deposited in the Berlin Museum. 

The collection was made on the occasion of a brief visit to Carnarvon, 
situated in Shark Bay, Western Australia. The entire absence of one of the 
commonest shells of that State, Liolophura hirtosus, (Peron) Blainville, of 
which I have specimens from as far north as the Abrolhos Islands, is char¬ 
acteristic of the whole collection. All except two species are apparently tropical 
forms. The absence of any representative of the genus Plaxiphora is the more 
remarkable, because at Dongarra, 300 miles further to the south, I found them 
living together with Onithochiton scholrneni, this latter being very numerous at 
Carnarvon. 

Tonicia (Lucilina) delecta, Thiele, 1914. 

PI. xviii., 2. 

(Thiele, Fauna Sudwest Australiens, Polyplacophora, pp. 297, 298, 1911; A8M>y, Trans. 
Roy. Soc. of S. Austr., vol. xtv., p. 47, pL vii., fig. 2 a, b, c.) 

Four specimens of this interesting shell were taken, and they are, I believe, 
the first that have been found other than on pearl shell. 

As the complete shell has not hitherto been figured, I include a photograph. 

Onithochiton scholvieni, Thiele, 1910. 

FI. xviii., fig. 1. 

(Thiele, Rev. des Sys. der Chhonen, Zool., pt. 2, p. 99, pi. x, figs. 60, 61, 1910; Ashby, 
I.C., p. 45.) 

A very fine series of this beautiful Onithochiton were collected. Owing to 
their perfect condition they reveal features in colour and sculpture that have 
not before been noticed. As no figure of the complete shell has been published. 
1 include a photograph. 

Acanthopleuea geunata, Blainville, 1825. 

(Chiton ffemmatnt, Blain., Dkt. Sc. Nat., xxxvi., p. 544, 1825; Ashby, Journ. and Proc. 
Roy. Soc. W. Austf., vol. viH., p. 29, 1921.) 

Half a doeen juvenile, well-preserved specimens were secured of this species. 
They are interesting in that the girdle in some of them is furnished with unustn^y 
tong spicules. 
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Cryptoplax michaelseni, Thiele, 1911. 

Mr. Johnston is to be heartily congratulated on the rediscovery of this 
interesting little Cryptoplax. Until now no Australian worker has had an 
opportunity of examining this species, our knowledge of it having been limited 
to the single, minute example in the Berlin Museum. So outwardly is it like 
mem^rs of the genus Acanlhochiton that Dr. Thiele had disarticulated it before 
he discovered that it belonged to quite a different group. A full description will 
be given in another paper. 


Acanthochiton bednalli, Pilsbry, var. johnatoni, n. var. 

(Pilsbry, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phil., 1894, p. 81, pi ii., figs. 7-11.) 

Three specimens, of which the largest measures 12X6J mm., of a very pretty 
Acanthochiton were collected at Carnarvon. In general appearance it differs 
from A. hednalli, as we know it in South Australia and Tasmania. The differ¬ 
ences I have been able to detect do not seem to warrant the giving to it full 
specific rank, so I content myself, for the present, in distinguishing it under a 
varietal name only, and have pleasure in naming it after the finder, Mr. Johnston. 
I sent the three specimens to my friend, Mr. W. L. May, of Tasmania, and he 
fully concurs with me in thinking that, at least, the shell deserves this distinction. 

Description. 

The ground colour is white, almost porcelain-white, with a regular zigzag 
pattern and mottling of greenish-black. The girdle is dark, densely clothed with 
white spicules, the hair tufts are white, and the girdle fringe is white. 

The dorsal area on valve 2, of two of the specimens, is bright pink, and on 
the other rufous. The sculpture seems normal except that the dorsal area is 
decidedly narrower than in typical A. bednalli, and has none of the deep, longi¬ 
tudinal grooving so characteristic of that species. A large portion of that area 
is quite smooth and polished, but posses.se$ subcutaneous, longitudinal lining, in 
this respect corresponding with A. granostriatus. There can be detected on 
several of the dorsal areas, especially at the sides next the pleural area, some 
broken, longitudinal scratching. It is just possible, though perhaps improbable, 
that this feature, together with the longitudinal, suixrutaneous lining, are survivals 
of the deep, longitudinal grooving of typical A. bednalli. 

Dr. Thiele recorded A. bednalli as having been collected at Shark Bay by 
Drs. Michaelsen and Hartmeyer. I conclude, therefore, that it was the present 
form that they took; nevertheless I cannot but think, after all, this may prove 
a distinct species. The thoroughly tropical character of the fauna leads one to 
suspect that the characters of this shell rather simulate those of A, bednalli, 
than that there is any near relation. 

ScLERocHiTON MILES, (Carpenter) Pilsbry, 1892. 

PI. xviti., figs. 3, a, b, c, d. 

(Chiton mUet, Carp. MS.; Sclerockiten miles, (Carp.) PiUbry, Man. Con., xiv., p. 189, 
«. 46, ngi. 1-S, 1892; Sclerochiton curtisianus. Smith of Aihby, Jour, and Proc. Roy. Soc. 
Wj^Austr.* vol. vii., 1921-2, p. 34; non Chiton miles, PiU. of Hedley, Marine Fauna Q’tand, 
1909; non Stieteehiten miles, (Cirp.) of Thiele, Rev. des Sys. der C%itonen, pt. ii, p. 94.) 

Amongst the chitons from Carnarvon are several with large, imbricating, 
girdle scal6a, simulating in general appearance Svpharochiton pelliS'Serpentis, 
which in scidj^re and in the possession of eyes still more closely s im ulat j t^ pale 
forms of LiohphMra fUrtosns. In addition, the absolute absence of radial rib¬ 
bing further separates it from these. On comparison with specimens in mv 
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collection of Sclerochitons such as S’, curtisianus and S. imitator, its distinction 
was at once apparent, in that it has large imbricating scales. 

Pilsbry’s description which, with his figures was prepared from 

drawings and MS. of Carpenter, as far as it mes, a^ees with the specimens 
under review, with the exception that Carpenter^ drawing, as reproduced, shows 
the scales on the girdle as widely separated, but the letterpress says “more or less 
separated.” I then turnedl up my note on the examination of the type in the 
British Museum. It reads, “Has large, imbricating scales quite different from 
Sclerochiton curtisianus. Smith.” Mr. Iredale informed me that the type was 
unique, and although labelled “Torres Strait” cannot be considered an Aus¬ 
tralian shell. My foregoing note quite clears up the discrepancy in the girdle as 
figured by Pilsbry. Possibly Carpenter’s drawing was made from portions of 
the girdle from which many scales had broken away. 

Pilsbry gives the number of slits in the insertion plate of the posterior 
valve as, obscurely, 9-11. In a juvenile specimen, examined by me, there is 
only one slit on each side. In an old eroded specimen I have disarticulated the 
slits are probably the same, but owing to the breaking down of the thin laminae, 
which in this species take the place of teeth in the insertion plate, this feature 
is somewhat obscure. I do not think this species is multifissate; Pilsbry’s 
determination of this point, quite probably, was from another species. 

Dr. J. Thiele figures under the name of S. miles portions of three specimens 
of Sclerochiton that were brought from Sumatra, which he considered either 
conspecific or closely allied to miles. His figures and description very well 
illustrate a partly-worn specimen of this species, with the exception of the char¬ 
acter of the girdle, which, he states, is furnished with two forms of spicules in 
addition to the possession of scales. I cannot find the slightest trace of any 
such feature on any of the shells from Carnarvon, so that it is quite evident 
the two forms are not conspecific. 

The specimen in the Western Australian Museum, No, 9336, referred to in 
my paper (l.c.), in which the whole of the sculpture had been eroded, is certainly 
5*. miles, and not S’, curtisianus. Smith, as therein suggested. 

Unfortunately in disarticulating that specimen from Point Cloates, the 
whole of the scales were, through a mishap, lost, so their true character was 
overlooked. 

In conclusion .—S’, miles does not conform to the genus Sclerochiton, as 
defined by Thiele, in that it has no spicules between the scales, neither does it 
agree with Dr. Dali’s definition of that genus in that instead of having “separated 
scales” they are imbricating. 

It seems to combine, in itself, characters that have been gathered (shall I 
say?) from four different genera— Acanthopleura, Liolofhura, Sclt^rochiion, and 
Sypharochiton —and must, therefore, be considered an intermediate form, indi¬ 
cating the close relationship of all these four genera. 

The radula was not present in the specimens disarticulated, so I am unable 
to refer to its characters. 

Habitat. —The type is in the Cuming collection in the British Museum, 
No. 42, but the locality stated on its tab. must be considered incorrect. The 
ipecimens in the Museum in Perth, from Point Cloates, were, I believe, col¬ 
lected by Mr. Tom Carter; those under review are from Carnarvon, a little 
further to the south, I have specimens in my collection of S. curtisianus, from 
Moreton Bay, in Queensland, and from Port Darwin, in the Northern Territory; 
but whether this latter is the extreme limit westward of that species must be 
left for future investigation. As far as ottr present knowledge is concerned, 
there are fully fifteen hundred miles of coastline separating the two species. 
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Sclerochiton thielei, n. sp. 

(^SeterochitoH miles (Carpenter) of Thiele, tlevis. des Syst. der Chitonen, Zool., 1910, 
pp. 94, 95, pi. X., fig8. 16-23.) 

The three specimens described and figured by Dr. Thiele (l-c.) were collected 
at Pulotikus, Benkulen, in Sumatra, by Ed. V. Martens. Dr. Thiele remarks, 
“This species is certainly closely related to Sclerochiton miles, from Torres 
Straits, but whether it is really identical with that species or not, cannot be 
concluded with any certainty from the description." 

The rediscovery of Girpenter’s (MS.) shell 5". miles, makes it quite clear 
that although very similar in sculpture and form the characters of the girdle 
show it to be quite distinct. 

Thiele says in reference to the Sumatra shells:—“The scales upon the 
upperside of the rirdle are of different sizes, sometimes even 05 mm. broad, 
with converging ribs on their free ends. Between them and over the edge, there 
are small calcareous needles, about 80/t long and 12 (i thick, while the fringe 
needles are about 150|* long and 33/« thick." There are no spicules between 
the girdle scales of Sclerochiton miles and no fringe spicules, showing that the 
two are not conspecific; the Sumatra shell conforms to Dr. Thiele's definition 
of the genus Sclerochiton, whereas S. miles, owing to its lack of girdle .spicules, 
docs not. 

I have therefore much pleasure in naming the species described (l.c.) after 
Dr. Thiele, in recognition of the splendid work he has rendered in his production 
of his “Revision des Systems der CTiitonen." 

Family Ischnochitonidae, Pilsbry. 

Sub-Family Ischnochitoninae, Pilsbry. 

Genus Lophochiton, n. gen. 

Having strong radiating ribs or flutes on both end valves; lateral areas, 
two radial ribs; median areas, coarsely sculptured with longitudinal ribs com¬ 
posed of closely-packed granules. Numerous slits in both end valves and 1-1 
m median, teeth sharp, slits broad and shallow, but in no case “fe.stooned” 
upwards at slits, as is the case in the genus Callistochiton; slits in end valves 
mostly opposite to the ribs, except the outer ones. A striking feature in the 
type species, possibly of secondary importance, is the existence on the pleural 
areas and on the posterior margin of all, except the tail valve, of long, finger- 
shaped, often coalesced granules; girdle clothed with thin, flattened, rather large, 
imbricating, ribbed scales. 

Note .—^The sculpture of the genus Callistochiton is simulated in the sculpture 
of the end valves, and lateral areas to a less degree, and also in the placing of 
the slits mostly opposite the ribs in the end valves. On the other hand, it 
correq>onds with the Ischnochitoninae, in having sharp teeth in the insertion 
plate, and the entire absence of “festooning” at the slits. I think it not unlikely 
that Torr's hi^ly-sculpturcd Ischnochiton bednalli may belong to this genus, 
and possibly Ischnochiton pUsbryi, Bed., as well, but I have not examined dis¬ 
articulated specimens of these. Or. Thiele points out that the correspondence 
of the slitting with the ribs is not constant in members of the genus Caltisto- 
chkon,- citit^ C. adenensis, Smith, as an example. I have examined specimens 
of that sp^ies in my collection which were given to me by Major Dupuis, and find 
that this is correct, as regards the end valves, the festooning in them being also 
sttf^ressed; the slits in the median valves of that species are “festooned," as 
in typical Callistochitons. 
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I suggest that these features have been suftpressed in the end valves of 
C. adenensis, owing to the neat multiplication of the ribs, because I have 
noticed that where ribs bifurcate, no additional slits are formed. In 
C. adenensis the ribs have been so increased with corre^nding reduction in 
size, that all trace of the position of the original ribs hu been lost, and the 
upward festooning has likewise been suopressed. With the change in the sculp¬ 
ture in the tegmentum no room is left for the “festooning" under the caves. 

I designate Lophochiton johnstom, Ashby, as the type of this new genus, 
the name being suggested by the fluted character of the sculpture of the end 
valves. 

Lophochiton johnstoni, n. sp. 

PI. xvi., figs. 7 a, b, c; pi. xvii., figs. 1, 1 a, b, c, d. 

PI. xix., fig. 5. 

Introduction. —Among the specimens collected at Carnarvon, by Mr. Worsley 
C. Johnston, is a small chiton bearing features I have observed in no other 
species. At first I referred it to Callistochiton recens, Thiele, which was col¬ 
lected in Useless Inlet, Shark Bay, in 1905, by Drs. Michaelsen and liartmeyer, 
and described, but not figured, by Dr. J. Thiele on the Fauna of South-west 
Australia of 1911, p. 402. 

But as the specimen from Carnarvon lacks some of the more important 
characters that distinguish the genus Callistochiton, especially the “festooning" 
of the slits in the insertion plates, and also possesses several most striking features 
that are not mentioned by Thiele, I have given it the name of Lophochiton 
johnstoni, after the gentleman to whose earnest efforts we are indebted for its 
discovery. 

General appearance. —Broad, carinated, side slope a little curved, and valves 
radially ribbea, as in Callistochiton; lateral areas having two ribs, median areas 
decorated with ribs composed of lonritudinal rows of granules. Girdle broad, 
banded, clothed with lar^, flat, thin, fluted, imbricating scales. 

Colour. —Light Buff (pi. xv., Ridgway's Colour Standards) suffused with 
a pinkish tinge near the girdle, one large and two small orange spots are present 
on each side of the posterior margin of the anterior valve, and a similar, though 
darker, spot at the extreme end o.f the tail valve. The girdle is also light buff 
with (brker bands. 

Anterior valve. —Having fourteen rays or flutes, which give to the margin 
a crenate appearance, these rays are hardly perceptible on the first third of 
valve, so that in an extremely juvenile specimen they might be overlooked. The 
whole valve is covered with small, white granules; on the first third they seem 
to be round, but towards the girdle they increase in size and have a tendentw to 
elongate; the posterior margin of the t^mentum is very deeply toothed, tnese 
teeth being composed of two or three elongate granules which have coalesced— 
this feature is most marked and probably unique. The ground colour between 
the granules in all valves is pinkish-boff; the outer orange spot, before referred 
to, is several times as large as either Of the other two. Inside is white, teeth 
sharp, unserrated, there are II slits, which are broad, straight-sided, not 
“festooned" upwards, as in CaUistockiton, teeth remarkably even and phiMd 
opposite the ribs, the outer ribs and one branch of a bifurcated rib have no slits 
opposite. 

Posterior valve. —^Postmedian, shallow, sloping behind mucro very gradually 
to the girdle. The anterior portion of ^is vmve is decorated with white 
granules, those immediatdy in front of the mucro are round, but as the anterior 
edge of valve is approached they increase rapidly in length, becoming finger-like: 
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and more or less coalesced and irregular. On the sides, corresponding with the 
pleura! area of the median valves, these much-elongated granules are formed into 
longitudinal rows. The posterior half of this valve is much raised and decorated 
with twelve rays or flutes, of which the two anterior ones are much the strongest. 
The whole of this area is covered with round, white granules. Inside .— 
Transparent white, sinus broad, sutural laminae straight and parallel with teg¬ 
mentum, slits 10, mostly opposite the ribs, the outer two having no corresponding 
slits. 

Median valve. —^The dorsal area is broadly wedge-shape and covered with 
white granules, which are small towards the apex but rapidly increase in size 
anteriorly and laterally, those adjoining the pleural area are long and finger- 
shaped : there does not seem to be any system in the arrangement of the grains 
in the dorsal area. The pleural area is very distinct, being decorated with towed 
longitudinal rows of white granules; the Ave next the dorsal area composed of 
small, round, detached granules, whereas the outer five rows have extremely 
elongated, white, finger-like granules, which are more or less coalesced into high 
granulose ribs, which are increasingly raised as they approach the girdle. The 
ribs are widely spaced, but there is no indication of any bridging or net-work, so 
characteristic of Callistochitons. The lateral area is proportionately very 
narrow, composed of two very strongly-raised ribs, the anterior more raised than 
the posterior, with a deep sulcus between them, the whole of this area is covered 
with small, rounded, white granules, but towards the outer margin there are 
several masses of elongate, coalesced, widely-spaced, white granules, the posterior 
margin of these valves is irregularly toothed with very similar elongate pro¬ 
cesses with rounded ends, becomii^ coarser towards the girdle; the anterior 
margin is also toothed, many of them being double-headed. Inside transparent 
white, the tegmentum is folded over and in valve 2, pleated under the beak, 
sinus broad and edge towed forward, sutural laminae shallow, waved inwards, 
edge in some is parallel with .tegmentum, in others slightly rounded, slits 1-1, 
broad, sharp cut, straight-sided, eaves well defined, insertion extending beyond 
the tegmentum. 

Girdle, —The girdle is very broad in proportion to the size of the shell, 
being 1'25 mm. in width, is clothed with fiat, thin, fluted, imbricating scales, 
the scales are subpointed and have 6-7 grooves, the ribs between the grooves 
being shallow and fiat. The scales are thinner than and quite distinct from 
those of any Callistochiton I have seen. 

Measuremenl. —The dry specimen measures over all 7X4^ mm.; as the 
l^rdle is only in one part uncurled, and there measures 1'25 mm„ the living 
animal would probably be ^ mm. broader. 

Habitat. —Carnarvon, in the extreme north of Shark Bay, Western Aus¬ 
tralia, collected by Mr. Worsley C. Johnston, to whom I am greatly indebted 
for the specimen. 

In conclusion. —^As before stated, I have had great difficulty in deciding 
whether this ^cies is distinct from Icicle's Callistochiton recens, for, although 
the most unusual and striking characters present in the shell under review are 
not mentioned at all by Thiele, there is always the possibility of such features 
being undevdoped in a veiy juvenile specimen. But after making every allowance 
for the difference in the size of the two specimens, it seems impossible that these 
characters could have been overlooked by Thiele. I append a short resume of 
the correspondence and differences between the two descriptions. As before 
stated, the fact that Thiele did not figure C. recens has added greatly to the 
difficulty. 



236 


COMPARISON, 

C. recens, measures 5X3 mm. C.Johnstoni, 7X4^ mm. 

Whitish, with pale grey and brown Light buff, pinkish tinge; orange spots, 
flecks. 

Side slope straight. Side slope slightly curved. 

Girdle somewhat banded. Girdle banded. 

Lateral areas closely ^anulated, Lateral areas with two much raised, 
more so still on posterior edge. very distinct, radial ribs. 

In pleural area granules clearly In pleural area granules arranged in 
arranged in longitudinal rows, longitudinal rows, very closely 

not closely packed in the rows. packed, and becoming long and 

finger-like. 

In both, the slits in the anterior valve correspond with the ribs, the mucro 
is shallow, and the posterior slope gradual in both. In C. recens^ nothing is 
said about the scales, beyond that they are large and have 8-9 strong ribs, 
whereas the larger shell, C. johnstoni, has 6-7 ribs. 

Pilsbry, in Man. Con., vol. xv., p, 260, places great emphasis on “the peculiar 
insertion teeth, which are curved upwards into the ribs as if festooned,^’ as 
being one of the most important characteristics of his genus Callistochiton, Dr. 
Thiele makes no reference to this feature in his C, recens, but we must presume 
that he would hardly have placed it in that genus had such not been the case, 
neither does he make any mention of radial ribs in the posterior valve, nor the 
twin ribs of the lateral area. Further, he makes no mention of the protuberances 
I have called teeth, on the posterior margins of the valves, and no mention is 
made of the unique, finger-like, knobby granules of the pleural area and tail 
valve, all of which are marked features in C. johnstonu 

It is unfortunate that the differences have to be so largely determined upon 
negative data, but there is one piece of positive data available. Thiele states (lx.), 
“We see the shell is like that described and drawn in Callistochiton finschi 
(Zool. Heft., 56, p. 86, tab. 8, figs. 57-60).^' A reference to these figures shows, 
practically no correspondence between it and the shell from Carnarvon, 

For description of Plates see pp. 242 and 243. 
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A REVIEW OP THE AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
GENUS CRYPTOPLAX, ORDER POLYPLACOPHORA. 

By Edwin Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U. 

[Read August 9, 1923.] 

Plates XVI. to XIX. 

Family Cryptoplacidae, Dali. 

Genus Crvtoplax, Blainville, 1818. 

A group of vermiform chitons with greatly reduced valves, often widely 
separated, and with usually a great width of girdle, which is densely covered 
w'ith spicules; having three slits in the insertion plate of the anterior valve, but 
no slits in any of the others. 

Introduction, —The brief resume of the Australian members of this genus 
given on p. 578 in the writer’s paper on the Types, in the Paris Museum, ncedt 
revision, both on account of my notes on the examination of the types in the 
British Museum not having been referred to in the preparation of that paper, 
and also because of the recent discovery of Thiele’s Cryptoplax tnichaelscnt, at 
Carnarvon, in Western Australia. This latter was, for rea.son.s stated below, 
somewhat imperfectly described, and has hitherto only been known from the 
unique specimen in the Berlin Museum. One is now able to deal with the 
group in a much more thorough manner. Descriptions arc appended of the 
two forms described by Dr. Thiele, as up till now no description of the.se has 
been published in English. 

Cryptoplax striatus, Ivamarck, 1819. 

PI. xix., iig. 5. 

(Chitonellus striatus, Lamarck, An. S. Vert., vi., p. 317, 1819; Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. 
S. Austr., vol. xlvi., p. 577.) 

The discovery of I^amarck’s type of C. striatus in the Paris Museum, referred 
to in my paper (l.c.), settled the long outstanding question as to which of our 
known shells was C. striatus. The type came from Kangaroo Island, and the 
shell is the common one in the State of South Australia, but is distinct from the 
shell that has been known under the name of C. striatus from Sydney. It is 
easily distinguished from the more northern species in that, in the adult shells, 
the sculpture of C. striatus is always longitudinal, coarse, wavy ridges, and that, 
in the adult, the valves, after the first four, are usually more or less spaced; 
the girdle is densely spiculose, the spicules being long and much curved. 
Juvenile shells of this species are decorated with longitudinal rows of granules, 
which are less bead-like than is the case with the Sydney shells; this feature 
can be observed near the umbo in the adult. I have collected this species as far 
west as Venus B^, and have specimens from Philip Island, and one adult 
dven me by Mr. Tom Iredale, from Port Fairy, near the New South Wales 
border, in Victoria. 

Cryptoplax striatus, Lam., var. gunni, Reeve, 1847. 

(Ckitonellus gunni, Reeve, Conch. Icon., f. 5, 1847; non gunni, Rv, of Ashby, (l.c.), 
auct.) 

I saw in the British Museum last year Reeve’s type of this shell and noted 
that it was conspecific with C, striatus, Lam., from Tasmania and South 
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Australia. I believe the type was from the former State, and therefore sugj^est that 
the fom;i noted from King Island ([Ashby and flull, Austr. Zool, vol. iii., pt. 2, 
March, 1923) as having snorter spicules, more widely spaced and proportionally 
stouter, than typical C. striatus from South Australia, be recognked as Reeve's 
var. ffunni. In the same paper we noted that the granulose character of the 
juvenile shells from King Island was changed into ridges at a rather earlier 
stage than is common in typical specimens of C. striatus. I consider this variety 
is common to both King Island and Tasmania. 

Cryptoplax striatus, Lam., var. westemensis, n. var. 

In October, 1S)20, the writer collected at Rottnest, Western Australia, a 
single specimen of Cryptoplax that differs slightly from C. striatus. The speci¬ 
men measures 35X15 mm.; valves 5, 6, 7 are slightly spaced, all are strongly 
beaked. 1 referred this specimen to C. striatus (Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. 
xlv., 1S>21, p. 45). It differs from the typical shell in that it shows no sign of the 
granulose sculpture of the juvenile form, and seems, from the start, to com¬ 
mence the coarse, lon^tudinal ridges, also the spicules on the girdle are both 
shorter and more slender than in C. striatus proper. It seems in some respects 
to be intermediate between C. striatus and the form with very short, hair-like 
raicules, which we have for so long incorrectly called C. gunni of Reeve, but 
the character of the spicules is nearer C. striatus. This was probably the shell 
from Western Australia referred to by Thiele as C. gunni and by Torr as 
C. striatus. 

I therefore suggest that this western form be distinguished as a variety 
of C. striatus under the name of C. westemensis, Ashby. 

Cryptoplax iredalei, n. sp. 

PI. xix., fig. 4. 

Reference has been made to a Cryptoplax that has been referred to as 
C. gunni, Reeve, by most writers. My examination of the type, in company 
with Mr. Iredale, effectually disposes of that determination and leaves this 
Crytoplax without a name. Mr. Iredale has for some years been aware that 
this shell was not C, qunni, but until the rediscovery of Lamarck’s types (before 
referred to) it was still an open question as to which of our known species were 
conspecihc with Lamarck’s shells. I promised to leave this speaes to Mr. 
Iredale for naming, and therefore will content myself with a short definition, 
sufficient for the purposes of this paper. (Note.—^As more than a year has 
elapsed »nd this species seems still without a name, I propose to call it after 
Mr. Iredale, I had hoped prior to the reading of this pa^r to have received 
his approval of this action.) 

The valves in this species may be slightly narrower and longer than C. 
striatui of the same size—the juvenile is sunilarly ^nulose in sculpture—-but 
in what may be termed semi-adult specimens there is usually a space between 
the 5th arid 6th valves, and in very large specimens—one before me measuring 
95 mm. in length (dried)—there is a short space after the 3i‘d valve and a wide 
space after valves 4, 5, and 6. 

The distinguishing character is found in the girdle, which is usually banded 
in very pretty shades of rich brown and grey. The spicules are very dense, but 
so minute and slender as to be overlooked altogether without the aid of a good 
pocket lens, 

Haintot .—^I have taken it at Port Lincoln and in many places on the Gulf 
of St. Vincent, and Mr. W. L. May has taken it in north-western Tasmania. 
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Cryptoplax LAEVis, Lamarck, 1819. 

(Chitonelhu laevis, Lam. An. Sans. Vert., vol. 7, Mollusca, Blainville, pi. 87, f. 5°> 
ChttontUus lamarcki, Rochebrune, Ashby, l.c.) 

The type was collected by Peron and Lesueur and measures 49X12 mm. 
In my paper, telling of its rediscovery, occurs the following note: “Nearly the 
whole of the surface of the shell is eroded, and the girdle is denuded of spicules 
except that portion commencing opposite valve 7, where the spicules are for¬ 
tunately still in evidence. The spicules are very peculiar, being very widely 
spaced, short, blunt, and rounded, quite distinct from any species I have .seen.” 

I suggested in the same paper that it might be conspecific with Thiele’s 
C. hartmeyeri, but now, as the result of the present examination of almost, if 
not all, of the known members of this genus inhabiting Australia and elsewhere, 
1 do not think it likely that the spic^es in C. hartmeyeri can ever take the 
peculiar form of C. laevis, Lam., and therefore its identification must await 
further elucidation. 

Cryptoplax rostratus. Reeve, 1847. 

PI. xix., figs. 2, a, b, c. 

(Chitonellus rostratus, Reeve, Conch. Icon., vol. iv., pi. i., fig 6, May, 1847, C 
torresianus, Rochebrune, Bull. Soc. Philom., Paris, p. 195, 1881; C. torresianus, Rochebrune, 
Ashby, l.c., non ChUonetIus striatus, Lam., auct.). 

In my paper on the types in the Paris Museum (l.c.) it was shown that the 
Crytoplax from Sydney, that has been known by collectors as C. striatus, Lam, 
is not that species, but is conspecific with C. torrestanus of Rochebrune. In the 
hurry of getting that paper completed in time for publication in last year’s 
Transactions, I was unable to refer to my notes on the types one had examined 
in the British Museum. On turning them up I found that Reeve’s name, C. 
rostratus, antedates that of Rochbrune by many years. The following is my 
note, dafed June, 1922: “Reeve’s type of C. rostratus looks like the Sydney 
Cryptoplax; probably the locality, Torres Strait, is incorrect.” 

The following is Reeve’s description: “Chitoncllus rostratus, Reeve. The 
beaked Chitonellus. The valves triangularly oblong, beaked posteriorly, smooth 
along the summit, grooved on either side, intermediate ridges somewhat grained, 
olive, dotted with light green, tegament thickly, short, villous-brown, dotted 
and banded with darker brown. Ilab., Raines Island, Torres Strait, Cape 
Ince.” 

In conclusion. —Mr. Iredale and myself were evidently wrong in our sur¬ 
mise that Reeve’s locality was incorrect, for Rochebrune’s type of C. torresianus 
is certainly conspecific with the Sydney shell; this confirms the extension of the 
range of that species northwards to Torres Strait, and I have a specimen that 
seems to belong to this form from Twofold Bay, pven to me by Mr. Iredale, 
so it is quite possible that C. striatus and this species may overlap on the Vic¬ 
torian border. This species is easily distinguished from C. striatus in that, 
although very similar in the very juvenile stage, C. rostratus carries this beaded, 
granulose character into the adult, which C. striatus does not; also the valves 
of C. rostratus, even in the fully adult shell, still touch one another. In C. 
striatus the valves, after the first 4, are more or less spaced in fully adult 
shells, the spicules in the northern species are slightly more slender, but this 
difference is but slight. 

Cryptoplax michaelseni, Thiele, 1911. 

PI. xvi., fig. 8; pL xix., figs. 3, a, b, c. 

(Panna Sudwett Australiens, PolypUscophora, Thiele, 1911, p. 404, pi. vi., figs. 11-17.) 

Another important find of Mr. Worsley C. Johnston’s, at Carnarvon, is that 
of a remarkable little Cryptoplax, 7 mm. in length, this species having previously 
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only been known from a single and probably minute speciment also obtained in 
Shark Bay, and described by Dr. Thiele (l.c.). 

As I believe no previous description of this shell has appeared in any 
English publication, I pve the following free translation from the German;— 

“ITie colour of the shell is yellowish-brown with a few symmetrical dark 
spots, the posterior portion of each valve is rose-red, the sutural laminae are 
transparent, while the valves are fitted close together without any interspaces; 
shape of the median valves very little different from the others. Tegmentum 
is somewhat arched, broader than long (probably this is due to its Ming an 
extremely juvenile .shell—Ashby), anteriorly fairly straight, imsteriorly with a 
distinctly produced beak; the posterior valve is, similarly, a little broader than 
long, fairly flat, mucro overhangs the posterior margin; the anterior valve and 
lateral portion of others is distinctly sculptured with small warts. The ‘tegmenta' 
is similar to Acanthochites. Anterior valve 3 slits, others none. The girdle 
banded brown, upper side clothed, not very clo.sely, with larger and smaller, 
round-ended, longitudinally-grooved, lime spicules, 140/»X17^, 160jttX13/i, and 
60/11, respectively. Shark Bay." (The spicules are highly polished, the longi¬ 
tudinal grooving, more correctly scratching, can only be detected by dse of a 
fairly high power. I am indebted to Dr. Tiegs for the use of his microscope 
in the matter of this determination.—^Ashby.) 

Dr. J. Thiele, in his Introduction, explains that he mistook the little animal 
for an Acanthochtton until he had disarticulated it; this will account fur his giving 
no measurements. 

I conclude, from the figures he gives of the valves, that his specimen was 
a very juvenile shell, much less than the 7 mm. specimen collected at Carnarvon. 
It is well to note that the valves of all very juvenile specimens of the members 
of this genus are proportionally much broader than is the case in the adult; 
in this respect the valves of the juveniles of most species have a great similarity. 

Differences .—No doubt, for the reason stated above. Dr. Thiele gives no 
figure of the complete shell and ignores one of its most distinguishing char¬ 
acters, vis., that the spicules on the girdle are adpressed, or lying close to the 
girdle, not erect, as is usual with other members of the genus Cr^toplax. I 
have been able to detect the three forms of spicules as figured by Thiele (l.c.), 
but the long, finger-like, slightly-flattened, round-ended ones (f. 15, l.c.) are by 
far the most numerous, and differ from all other known Cryptoplax. 

The sculpture of the valves consists of rows of but slightly-raised, flat, or 
squamose pustules, very similar to those on Acanthochtton bednaUi, and in this 
respect different from any other known species. I give a photograph of the 
whole .shell and also of the valves. 

Cryptoplax hartmeyexi, Thiele, 1911. 

PI. xix., fig. 1. 

(Fauna Sudwest Australiens, Polyplacophora, TIuele, 1911, pp. 405, 406, pi. vi.. figa. 18-25; 
Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xlv« p. 46,1921; /.c., vol. xlvi., pp. 577, 57^ 1922.) 

Dr. Tliiele states that he had three specimens for examination, all from 
Western Australia, two without any further data, and the other from Surf 
Point, Shark Bay. He describes the general appearance of the large specimen, 
40 mm. in length, as yellowish with dark brown, richly marbled, the valves 
dark blackish-brown anteriorly, becoming lighter towards the posterior margin. 
The four anterior valves touch one another, the four posterior are separated 
by spa,ces that are greater than the length of the valves tnemselves. The figures 
of both valves and spicules are from a smaller ^ecimen, of which no measure¬ 
ments or description, before disarticulation, are given. I conclude the 
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disarticulated specimen must be considered the type. The following is an abstract 
of his description, which I believe has not heretofore been published in English:— 

"Anterior valve, partly eroded, confusedly granulose; valve 2, fairly narrow 
dorsal area, granules in lateral portion gradually merging into longitudinal 
ridges; in valve 3 he refers to distinct longitudinal folds in the lateral parts; 
valves 5 and 6 are the smallest, and the seventh distinctly larger. The posterior 
valve is a little pointed anteriorly and rounded posteriorly; the mucro is a little 
in front of the posterior margin; the smooth dorsial area is narrow, and the 
folds of the remaining part radial from the apex.” 

Notes on the specimen collected by the writer at Yallingup, Western Aus¬ 
tralia, in October, 1920:— 

The specimen is 12 mm. in length, about one-quarter that of Thiele’s 
larger shell, and therefore a little over one-sixteenth of the bulk of that specimen. 
In the Yallingup shell all the valves are touching, hut this is to be expected; the 
valves of most species that are spaced in the adult are at this stage imbricating. 
Thiele’s description, taken with the figures, well fits my specimen; but to this 
I would add that the granules in the anterior valve are in somewhat confused, 
intercalated rows, the grains are elongated like tear-drops, and placed diagon¬ 
ally in the rows. The sculpture of the other valves consists of longitudinal 
rows of semitransparent, white granules, commencing small near the dorsal area 
but increasing in size and elongation anteriorly and laterally. In no case can 
the outer row be said to coalesce into a rib, as stated by Thiele, but not shown 
in his figures; still the outermost granules are so crowded that one may conclude 
that, in older shells, this feature will come into being. The grains, although 
much raised, are not as rounded and bead-like as in the Crytuplax from Sydney. 
The most distinctive character of the shell is the arrangement and shape of the 
spicules. Thiele’s figs. 23 and 24 (l.c.) well depict 95 per cent, of the spicules, 
the striae are as drawn and easily seen. Most of the spicules of the Yallingup 
specimen are shaped like his longer figure, but in stoutness half-way between 
his two figs. 23 and 24. I cannot notice the slight latteral compression noted 
by Thiele. The spicules (his fig. 26) are only met with in the bunches at the 
sutures. It should be noted that his fig. 24 is drawn upside down. In the 
Yallingup specimen the spicules are white and widely spaced, a feature that is 
not mentioned by Thiele, but is certainly a striking and distinctive character. 
The ground colour of my shell is horn colour, and no mottling can be seen on 
{he girdle, but this character is quite unimportant, and may have existed only 
on Thiele’s large specimen. 

In conclusion .—The widely-spaced, short, stout, slightly-curved, and bluntly- 
pointed spicules separate this species at once from any of the forms with which 
we are familiar in Eastern Australia. 

Crvptoplax oculatus, Quoy and Gaimard, 1834. 

f Chiton oculatus, Q. and U., Voy. Astrol., Zool., iii., p. 410, pi. 72 or 73, figs. 37, 38, 1834; 
Chitonellus fasdatus, Q. and G. of Reeve; C. monlanoi, Rochebrune; Ashby, Trans. Roy. 
Soc. S. Awtr., vol. xlvi., 1922.) 

While this species is very close to C. larvaeformis, Burrows, reference 
to my paper (lx.) will show that in this latter species only the two first valves are 
circular, whereas my specimen of C. oculatus, from Island Sula, has the three first 
valves broad and circular. On comparison with specimens of the former from 
Tonga (given me by Major Dupuis) I note that the spicules of the Sula shell are 
lon«r and quite distinct, also, as noticed by Dr. Pilsbry, the three anterior valves 
of C. oculatus are surrounded bv a broad margin of longish, black micules, with 
another outer ring of white; this feature is quite absent from the Tonga shells. 
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1 therefore consider that we are justified in retaining C. oculatus, Q. and G., 
as a good species. 

Description. —The sculpture of this sp^ies is composed entirely of longi¬ 
tudinal ridges, the first three valves are circular, broad, and imbricating; all 
the rest, in adult shells, are narrow and more or less ^aced. 

Girdle. —The girdle is handsomely banded and the spicules are dense, 
short, stout, and have rounded apices; in this respect it is the only species that 
seems to approach the spiculos'e character of Lamarck’s C. laevis. 

I have two juvenile specimens given to me as from Torres Strait, by Major 
Dupuis, that quite possibly belong to this species, but determination is difficult, 
as all the spicules have been lost. These are the only specimens I have seen 
that are strictly Australian in origin. While we were unable to locate Quoy 
and Gaimard’s type in the Paris Musetun, it is just possible that the shell 
described by Ro^ebrune, under the name C. montanoi, may have been their 
actual type, for he was not adverse to doing such, for, as I have before shown, 
Rochebrune certainly gave a new name to Blainville’s type of Chiton longicymba. 

Cryptopi:.ax bursowi, Smith, 1884. 

(CkitoHcllut burrom. Smith, Zool. CoU. H.M.S. Alert, p. 85, 1884; Chitonellus 
larvaeformU, Btainville of Reeve, Conch. Icon., {. 3, 1847; Cryptoplox burrewi, Haddon, 
Chat. Polyplac., p. 42, pi. 3, f. 11 a-m; Pibbry, Man. Con., vol. IS, p. 54, 1892.) 

Quoting from Pilsbry: “This curious species is known by the small size of 
the valves, the remoteness from one another of the fourth, fifth, and sixth, and 
the excessively short and densely packed spines on the mantle.’’ Reeve’s figure 
is excellent, W his habitat of Port Adelaide is, of course, a myth; but the 
specimen recorded as having been taken at Port Molle, in Queensland, is 
probably authentic. I did not see this species in the collections in the British 
Museum, but we may have overlooked it. 

Summary List of Australian Cryptoplax. 

I. Cryptoplax striatus, Lamarck. South Australia and Victoria. 
striatus, var. gunni, Reeve. TaMuania. 
striatus, var. westernensis, Ashby. Western Australia. 
laevis, Lamarck. Locality and identification doubtful. 
ircdalei, Ashby. South Australia and Tasmania. 
rostratus, Reeve. New South Wales and Queensland. 
oculatus, Quoy and Gaimard. Queensland. 
hurrowi, ^ith. Queensland. 
hartmeyeri, Thiele. Western Australia. 
mkhaelseni, Thiele. Western Australia. 

A total of eight species and two varieties. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XVI. to XIX. 

All reproductioM from ^lotogFSpiu by E. Ashby. 

Plato XVI. 

Fig. 1. LepidopUurut Urotus, Ad. aod Ang, From South Australia. 

» 2. „ profundus, Ashby. Typo. From South Australia. 

•> 2a. „ profundus. From Scmth Australia, Mediaii valve, edge on. 

» 2. „ cotuumarius, Hed. and May. From Tasmania. 

» 2a. „ columnarius. Median valve, edge on, marked eo-type. 


ia. 

Ib. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 


>» 

ff 





243 


Fig. 
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3b. „ pelagicus, Torr. Type. From South Australia. 

4. „ niger, Torr. Type. From Western Australia. 

5. „ matthewsianus, Bednall. From South Australia. 

Sa. M matihewsianus. Median valve, edge on. 

6. Ischnochiton (Haploplax) misimaensist Ashby. Type. From Papua. 

6a. „ „ mumaensis. Type. Anterior valve. 

6b. „ „ mismoinsts. Type. Median valve. 

6c. „ „ mistmaensis, 'Type. Posterior valve. 

7 a, b, c. Lophochiton johnstoni, Ashby. Type. From Western Australia, 
median, and posterior valves. 

8, Cryptophx michaelscni, Thiele. Type. From Western Australia. 


Anterior, 


Plate XVII. 

Fig. 1. Lophochiton johnstom, Ashby, Type. From Western Australia. 

„ 1 a, b, c. Lophofkiion johnstoni. Type. Anterior, median, and posterior valves. 

„ Id. Lophochiton johnstoni,. Type. Median valve, edge on, showing divergence and slight 
curvature. 

„ 2a. Ischnoradsia papuaensis, Ashby. Type. From Papua. Anterior valve. 

„ 2b. „ papuaensis. Type. Inside of median valve showing 2 slits. 

„ 2c. „ papuaensis. Type. Posterior valve. 

„ 3. Sclcrochiton curtisianus. Smith. From Townsville, for comparison with fig. of 5*. 

miles, showing different character of girdle scales, etc. 


Plate XVIII. 

Fig. 1. Onithochiton scholvicni, Thiele. From Carnarvon, Western Australia. 

„ 2. Tonicia (Lucilina) delect a, Thiele. From Carnarvon, Western Australia. 

„ 3. Sclcrochiton miles, (Cpr.) Pilsbry. From Carnarvon, Western Australia. Showing 
sculpture and peculiar girdle scales. 

„ 3 a, b, c. Sclcrochiton miles. Same specimen. Anterior, median, and posterior valves. 

Plate XIX. 

„ 1. Cryptoplax hartmeyeri, Thiele. From Yallingup, Western Australia. 

„ 2. „ rostratus, Reeve. From Sydney, New South Wales. 

„ 2 a, b, c. Cryptoplax rostratus. Juvenile. Anterior, median, and posterior valves show¬ 
ing shape. 

„ 3. Cryptoplax michaelseni, Thiele. From Carnarvon, Western Australia. 

„ 3 a, b, c. Cryptoplax michaelseni. Same specimen. Anterior, median, and posterior 
valves showing shape. 

f. 4. Cryptoplax iredalci, Ashby. Type. From South Australia. Minute girdle spicules. 
S. ,, striatus, Lamarck. From type locality, South Australia. Coarse girdle 

spicules. 
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ON THB ZONATION OP THE VBOBTATION IN THE PORT WAKEFIELD 
DISTRICT, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE SALINITY OF THE 
SOIL. 

By PsopEssos T. G. B. Osborn, D.Sc., and 
J. G. Wood, B.Sc., Department of Botany, University of Adelaide. 

[Read September 13, 1923.] 

Plate XX. 

This paper embodies the results of a reconnaissance visit made in March 
of this year to the Port Wakefield district. The object was to study the zonation 
of the vegetation when passing from a community of undoubted halophytes to a 
“saltbush” community. 

Saltbush is the name given in Australia to various annual or half-shrubby 
perennials belonging to the Chenopodiaceae, especially to the genus Atriplex. 
The plants have characteristically grey, more or less fleshy leaves, which, as the 
common name implies, contain a quantity of sodium chloride. Saltbushes grow 
abundantly over the arid portions of Australia, and are of considerable economic 
importance, because they provide a reserve of fodder for the pastoral industry. 
In the dry season, or in times of drought, stock can live entirely on the leaves of 
these plants. 

Because of their appreciably salt taste, these bushes have been regarded as 
characteristic of a soil with a high saline content, that is halophytes. The 
Chenopodiaceae, as a family, contains a large number of halophytes, and the 
Atripleces of Australia have often been regarded as belonging to this biological 
group of plants,<^> apparently, largely on general grounds. 

Last year one of us, in company with R. S. Adamson, was led to express 
the opinion that in some cases, at any rate, the Australian saltbushes did not 
appear to be halophytic.^^^ At that time we had no more positive data to offer 
than our observations upon the distribution of the plants in the field. Recently, 
when studying the vegetation of Pearson Islands, w it was found that a typical 
saltbush community, composed of Atriplex poludosum, was developed on soils 
of only average salinity (^NaCl 20 per cent, of the air dry soil). 

Observations on the flora of the arid portions of South Australia have 
been in propess in this Department for some time. It seems useful, however, 
to preface the accounts with a piece of field work, if only of the reconnaissance 
type, that should involve a direct comparison between saltbush and plants of 
the salt marshes, i.c., true halophytes. The results, it is believed, have sufficient 
general interest to justify their separate publication. 


TOPOGRAPHIC. 

Port Wakefield stands on the eastern shore of Gulf St. Vincent, about five 
miles wuth-south-east from the head. The railway station is only 18 feet above 
high-tid e mark;, and the country north and south of the township extends as a 

Maiden, J. H., "Australian Vegetation," in Federal Handbook on Australia, p. 191, 1914. 
^b”°'N^3W’l«^* Habitats in the Arid Portions of Australia,” Carnegie Inst, 

M P’ ® ’ t* n*®” and Fauna of Nuyts Archipelago and the Investigator Group, 

No. 8, On the bcotogy of Pearson Islands," Trans, Roy. SocTs. Auatr., xlvii., p. 106, 192L 
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level plain» often flooded in the wet season by high tides or drainage water. The 
general topography is flat and uninteresting. Passing inland from a muddy, 
mangrove-fringed shore, one crosses a plain which varies from a few hundred 
yards to a mile or more in width. This is flooded by high spring tides in the 
wet season. It bears a flora of low shrubs, ^^samphires,'" chiefly Arthrocncmum 
halocnemoides. This plain rises very gradually to a slightly higher level that 
is not flooded by sea water. At this level occurs an open dwarf shrubland of 
bushes of Airiplex paludosum. Behind this again, lies low rolling country. 
The soil varies from a loami which is cultivated, to a red sandy soil. The 
natural vegetation of this area has largely disappeared under the plough, or 
because of grazing animals, but on the r^ sand near the head of the Gulf there 
occur the relics of a saltbush flora, Airiplex stipitatum being the most important 
undershrub. 

Gulf St. Vincent, according to Howchin,*^^^ is of very recent origin, and owes 
its existence to earth movements that are probably still in progress. In Post- 
Pliocene times the site of the Gulf was a wide valley which became filled with 
sediments. A bore at Port Wakefield shows fluviatile deposits to a thickness 
of 310 feet. Still more recently this valley was submerged, with the result that 
a shallow arm of the sea was formed. The sea bottom and shore at Port Wake¬ 
field consist of clays, overlain to a slight extent by wind-blown sands. 

The position of Port Wakefield, near the head of a long shallow arm of the 
sea, makes the district a suitable one for the evaporation of sea water and the 
recovery of sodium chloride. The sea at the head of the Gulf has an abnormally 
high density, especially at the close of the dry summer seasoon. Recent figures 
from a Bulletin of the Geological Survey of South Australia show this; the 
salinity of some other sea waters is given for comparison:— 


SALINITY PER CENT. 


Ocean water 
mean of 77 
analyses. 
(Qiailcngcr) 

3 301-3 733 


Spencer Gulf, Gulf St. Vincent, 
South Australia. South Australia. 
Crystal Salt Price, near Port 
Wharf.O) Wakefield.0) 

5*166 4 555 


Suez Canal, 
Ismailia.^^) 

5*103 


Mediterranean, 
near Carthagc.<®) 

3 897 


Thus the water, flooding the plains around Port Wakefield, is likely to bring 
considerable quantities of salts with it. Some of these will be leached out in 
the wet season by rain, but others, especially the less soluble, will accumulate in 
the surface layers by evaporation. A soil of this type, rich in soluble salts and 
lime, was met with. (See sample 5, below.) 


HABITAT FACTORS. 


Climatic. 

The climatic conditions at Port Wakefield are those of the semi-arid por¬ 
tions of South Australia. The rainfall is actually low, being 12'93 inches on a 
mean of 42 years,<’> the highest recorded annual rainfall being 17'65 inches, in 
1910; the lowest, 6'49, in 1888. The monthly distribution is shown by fig. 1. 
It will be seen that the summer is dry, December to February showing only 
just over ’5 inches of rain each. 

<*) Howehin, W., "The Evolution of the Physiographical Features of South Australia," 
Refit. Australasian Ass. Adv. Sci., xiv., Melbourne, p. 176, 1913. 

<*}Ja^, R. L., “The Salt and Gypsum Resources of South Australia," Dept, of Mines 
S. Austr., Bull. 8, p. 37, 1^1. 

W) Clarke, F. W., "The Data of Geo-Chemistry," U.S. Gcol. Sur. Bull. 695, p. 123, 1920. 

(7) "Results of Rainfall Observations in South Australia," Commonwealth Meteoroiogical 
Service, Melbourne, Govt. Printer, p. 339, 1918. 
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Fig. 1. 

Monthly rainfall at Port Wakefield, based on records of 42 years. 


The rainfall of the few months immediately before our visit is important in 
considering the soil analyses given below. By courtesy of the State Meteorologist 
we are able to give the figures for the 12 months ending March 31, 1923. 

It will be seen that the two months immediately preceding our visit had been 
abnormally dry, and that the drought lasted throu^out March, when wc col¬ 
lected the samples. They were taken, then, at a time particularly favourable 
for the collection of soil samples, as the soluble salts wowd be alxmt maximum 
concentration. 

Rainfall in Inches, April, 1922, to March, 1923. 

April Msy Jane July Aug. Sept. Oot. Nov. Deo. Jon. Feb. Her. tS Months 

IS 2 01 1-69 2-21 1-49 sS *84 -OO 2-Oe *19 *08 ■02 19.81 

The topographic position of Port Wakefield on a level plain at the head of 
a long narrow arm of the sea has an effect on the rainfall of the area. Though 

on the coast of a gulf, it is virtually inland, for it stands some 30 miles from the 

open sea. The moisture contents of the south-west winds, which bring a great 
part of the rain to this portion of South Australia, is little affwted by the narrow 
waters at the head of the Gulf. Altitude is, therefore, an important factor in 
the condensation of water from the moisture-laden winds, for the rainfall 
decreases as one passes inland, unless altitude rises proportionately.^^ Port 
Wakefield lies about the centre of a little area endosra by a 15-inch isohyet, 
20 inches of rain or more beiitf the average for the surrounding districts. To 
this lower rainfall may be attributed the occurrence of the Atnplex stipitatum 
area. 

Temperature data are not available for Port Wakefidd. It lies, however, 
close to the 75* F. January isotherm, but dightlv to the south. 

An important factor in determining the aridity of a district is the annual 
evajporation. Jack<*> gives a map of Australia showing the annual evaporation 
in inches for the evaporation stations of the Commonwealth, also the isatmics. 
Port Wakefield lies about midway between the 50*inch and 'dO-inch lines, frcmi 
which we may deduce that the annual evaporation from a free water surface 
would be about 55 inches. Since the mean annual rainfall is only 1293 inches, 

Taylor, Griffith, “The AustraUan Environmem,’’ IdefiMume, p. 99, 1918. 

WJadc, R. L., loe. eft., p. 8. 
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the net annual evaporation must be somewhere in the region of 40 inches of 
water per annum. This will conduce to an accumulation of saline matter in 
soils flooded by sea water, or kept moist by seepage owing to their proximity to 
the sea. 

Edaphic. 

Two distinct soil types were found. The one, a red sand, was limited to a 
low rise behind the plain area. The other was clay mingled with shells or shell 
debris. The majority of the samples were soils of this description. In many 
of the samples the proportion of shell remains is very high, as is shown by the 
amount of lime found by analysis. 

The samples were obtained at a depth of 9 to 12 inches by means of a small 
spade. In all cases the surface soil was first brushed away, and an excavation 
was made. The sample was then taken as a slice about an inch thick down a 
vertical side of the pit. It was then placed in an air-tight tin and conveyed 
to the laboratory. After air drying, the soils were passed through a 10-mesh 
(26 mm.) sieve, the portion passing through being used for the analyses, 
llrese are given in the table on page 248. 

The moisture content was determined in two ways. First on the soil as 
collected, and again after air drying. In each case it represents the loss on 
heating at 110° C. until the weight was constant. 

It is necessary to adopt some arbitrary basis for calculation in order to 
obtain comparative results from soils from different areas taken at different 
times. All our percentages, therefore, are taken on the soil air dry at 15° C., 
unless otherwise stated. 

The moisture content of the moist soil shows a progressive decrease in 
amount following a line inland from the sea. Further, a comparison of the 
two moisture columns shows that in the zones furthest inland the soils were 
practically air dry when collected, for the moisture contents of the “moist” 
and “air dry” soils are nearly identical. 

The total salt content runs parallel to the water content; it shows a pro¬ 
gressive and coincident decrease in amount from the sea inland. The chlorine 
determinations show that the bulk of the soluble salts were chlorides. The total 
soluble salts are expressed in two way5; first, as a percentage of the “wet” 
soil as collected; and second, as a percentage of the “air dry” soil. 

Soils Nos. 1 and 2, from the Artkrocnemum arbuscula area, show an 
abnormally high percentage of soluble salts. This is, no doubt, influenced by 
the season of the year at which they were taken, for, at the end of a long dry 
summer with a high evaporation rate, the seepage of sea water of hyperssuinity 
would produce this effect. 

If a curve were made expressing the decrease in salinity as one passes 
infynH , it would show four sharp discontinuities. These correspond with the 
four main plant communities that one recognizes in the field, suggesting that 
salinity of the soil is an important factor in the distribution of the vegetation. 

The remaining columns of the table give the loss on ignition, the lime content 
of the soils, and t& soil acidity. 

The organic matter and combined water, as shown by the loss on ignition, 
do not seem to play any great part in the distribution of the vegetation. The 
salt swamp of Arthrocnemum arbuscula is richest in orgwic matter, llien 
comes the soil of the Atriplex paludosum community, which is richer than either 
the Arlhrocnetdum halocnemiodes community, on the seaward side, or the 
Atriplex stipitatum community, further inland. 

The lime content is somewhat variable, but shows on the whole a decrease 
in amount as one proceeds inland. The shell-island, sample No. 3, is highly 
calciferous, as migM be expected, for it appeared to consist entirely of marine 
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shells or their debris. The red sand» on the other hand, is a soil of entirely 
different origin. It contains practically no lime. 

The soil acidity (pH) docs not show any great variation, with the exception 
of soil No. 10. All the soils, with the exception of the latter, have an alkaline 
reaction approximating to that of sea water (pH 86). In soil No. 10 the effect 
in the decrease in the amount of salts and lime is seen. The pH value is just 
on the alkaline side of neutrality. 

Water retaining capacity of the Soil, —It is obviously desirable to have 
some means of comparing the water retaining capacity of the soils. This can, of 
course, be expressed by the wilting coefficient,but the method is unsuited to 
work of a reconnaissance type. 

Hilgard^”^ gives a method of obtaining the maximum saturation of a soil 
sample. We tried this method and found the results approximately the same 
as those obtained by the method we finally adopted. The results obtained by 
the following method have been found consistent and are comparable. The 
bottom was knocked out of a small test tube 1 5 cm. in diameter and the hole 
plugged with a small amount of cotton wool. Soil was then poured in to a 
height of about 8 cms., and the sides of the tube lightly knocked to tamp down 
the soil. The tubes were then allowed to .stand in a Petri di.sh of distilled water 
until the water just reached the top of the soil column by capillarity, temperature 
and humidity remaining constant. Weighings of the tubes and contents, l)efore 
and after absorption, allow the percentage of water in the soil to be calculated. 

Soil sample No. 4a—Water, 502 per cent. 

„ „ „ 9 —^Water, 46 3 per cent. 

„ „ „ 10 —Water, 36 3 per cent. 

Wc took these three samples as representative of the three main zones discussed 
below; determinations of the water retaining capacity of the other soils were 
not made. 

VEGETATION. 

The vegetation may most conveniently be considered by a brief description 
of the different communities crossed in a transect from the coastline, passing 
inland, to the low sandy upland. The communities show a remarkably regular 
zonation. 

Avicennia officinalis consociation. 

Mangroves fringe the shore and come inland to the limit of daily tidal scour. 
The community is a closed one, and Avicennia officinalis is the only species. The 
ecotone line between the mangrove consociation and the salt swamp plants is 
very regular, the determining factor being the limit of regular tidal flooding. 
Mangroves follow the estuaries of drainage channels into the salt swamp area 
only 80 far as the tide regularly ascends. 

Arthrocnemum arbuscula consocies. 

The dominant species in the salt swamp country is Arthrocnemum 
arbuscula. The bushes have a rounded habit and are l-PS metres high. They 
branch freely, and would form an impenetrable thicket, were it not for the fact 
that the secondary lignified tissue is curiously brittle, owing to the structure of 
the ground sclcrcnchyma. The foliage shoots are green and succulent. This 
was so at the time of our visit; in spite of the high percentage of soluble 
salts in the soil (samples Nos. 1 and 2), the plants showed no sign of a lack of 

<10) BlackmaiiLy. H., **The Wilting Coefficient of the Soil,*' Journ. of Ecol., ii., p. 43, 1914 

(«) Hilgwd, k W., "Soils," p. 299, 1919. 
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water. Generally only the distal two or three intemodes remain green and 
succulent, the more proximal portions of the shoots dry up and become thin. 

Arthrocnemum arbuscula often forms a pure community, though associated 
with it may occur:— 

Kochia oppositifolia Suaeda OHStralts 

Salicomia australis 

The last two are prostrate half-shrubby plants; both occur most notice¬ 
ably at the seaward margin of the thicket. K. oppositifolia is a low bushy 
plant, about 50 cms. high. It occurs scattered over the Arthrocnemum arbuscula 
zone. 

The soil analyses (Nos. 1 and 2) show that the above plants are true salt 
marsh species, being able to live in a muddy soil that is constantly wet and with 
a high saline content. In spite of these factors the plants of this consocies 
appeared turgid and healthy, much more so than those of the communities further 
inland, which were showing the effects of the prolonged drought. 

Arthrocnemum haloenemoides consocies. 

A dwarf shrubland in which Arthrocnemum haloenemoides is the dominant 
occurs as an open community over the greater part of the coastal plain. The 
ground is flooded occasionally at high-water spring tides, but during the wet 
season it is frequently swampy owing to drainage. 

The soils of this area are Nos. 4a and 4b, 5 and 7. Excluding for the 
moment No. 5, it will be seen that the moisture in the soil as collected ranged 
from 218-118 per cent. The total salts in the air dry samples range from 
49-29 per cent., of which 377-230 per cent, is sodium chloride. The organic 
matter is low, while the lime, owing to shell debris, is high. 

A. haloenemoides forms a pure community near its seaward limit. Further 
inland Frankenia pauciflora and Mesembryanthemum australe appear between 
the scattered boshes of the samphire. The surface of the soil here is light and 
powdery; the surface layer is analysed as No. 5. This soil, which extends to 
a depth of about 7 cms., was practically air dry when collected. The content 
of soluble salts (72 per cent., of which S33per cent, was sodium chloride) is 
much higher than the underi)ring layers. This surface layer may be said to 
have its own flora of shallow-rooting plants, the Frankenia and Mesembryan¬ 
themum mentioned above. Their roots were not observed to penetrate the 
deeper layers, nor do the roots of A. haloenemoides develop in the surface layer. 
It is almost as if two different habitats were superposed in portions of the plain. 

Arthrocnemum haloenemoides is a low shrubby perennial, here generally 
under 50 cms., with a free branchit^ habit. The intemodes average 2 cms. in 
length and remain fleshy for some distance down the shoot, so that the plant has 
a much greater water reserve within its tissues than has A, arbuseula. Thei 
old stems may attain a thickness of 3-4 cms. at the base, but have a charac¬ 
teristically brittle nature owing to the structure of the “secondary wood.” 

The root system is of interest. There is a short tap root and several lateral 
branches that descend nearly vertically for 18-20 cms. There they meet a stiffer 
clay subsoil, along which they run horizontally, branching freely. They do not 
penetrate the subsoil themselves, but bear at frequent mtervals much thinner 
lateral roots. These are under 1 mm. in diameter, do not become secondarily 
thickened, but obviously function only for a limited time before they die. They 
are replaced by other roots arising dose to their bases. These in turn die and 
are replaced, so that tufts of rootlets occur aloi% the horizontal roots. It seems 
probable that this “dedduous” root production is assodated with alternating 
periods of vegetative activity and quiescence. A somOwhat similar production ot 
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tuftft of roots that have a short duration is well known in the case of other 
succulents, e.g., in the Crassulaceae. When collected, vegetative activity on the 
part of A. h^ocnemoides appeared to be at a standstill, the plants were wilting, 
showing obviously the effect of the long dry summer. 

The other two plants of the community were suffering even more severely 
from lack of water. The leaves of the Mesembryanthemum were flaccid, those 
of Frankenia pauciflora were erect, parallel to the stems, and seemed dried up. 
The plant had a much more stunted habit than is usual. Its branches rose 
obU^uely without the adventitious rooting observed when it grows in sandy 

The consocies here described characterises most of the plain between the 
actual salt swamp and the higher-lying salt bush area. It is clearly halophytic, 
but is not permanent swamp; it is rather of the nature of an “alkali plain.” 
Though the plants have a high salt toleration they are sharply defined from the 
actual swamp species, which replace them in local depressions. 

Drainage channels. —Drainage channels, many of which are tidal at the 
lower portion of their course, and most of which would be flooded at ordinary 
^ring tides, intersect the Arthrocnemum halocnemoides sone described above. 
They are conspicuous because they are colonized by A. arbuscula, which, owing 
to its taller growth and green colour, stands out di.stinctly above the lower red- 
brown of the A. halocneiHoides. At the edge of some of the channels A. 
leiostachyum occurred. 

The upper portion of the beds of the channels is bare, cracked mud. Water 
evidently remains for some time in local hollows, but these were all dry when 
examined. Large sheets of a felt-like material composed of Cladophora sp. 
were found in the hollows. 

Banks of the drainage channels. —The banks of the drainage channels in 
the A. halocnemoides area are interesting because, in places, they tend to become 
raised above the general level of the rest of the plain. This is due to an accumu¬ 
lation of silt, debris, and shells that becomes banked up around the plants grow¬ 
ing at the edges. Thus local "islands” occur fringing the channel. These small 
local patches of higher ground are usually only a few yards in length and not 
much more than a yard wide, but their edaphic conditions differ from the sur¬ 
rounding plain (see soil sample No. 6). The soil is less salt, drier, and has 
more organic matter in it. On such islands A. paludosum appears. The grey 
leaves of this plant are a striking contrast to the colour of the vegetation on 
either side. The occurrence of these outliers of the Atriplex paludosum consocies 
is a inatter of some interest, for it tndicates the importance of edaphic conditions 
in determining the distribution of the saltbush m the area (pi. xx., fig. 2). 

Mixed shrub community on shell islands.—Debris deposited by flood tides 
accumulates not only besides the drainage channels but in various other places 
over the actual swamp area (A. arbuscula consocies). Shells of a cockle (Chionc 
sp.) are most abundant, though a conical shell (Bittium sp.) is present in large 
numbers. Great quantities of the shells may accumulate against some large 
object and form mounds several feet high and many square yarns in area. Several 
such islands were visited and will be briefly described. 

The earliest stage seen was in the salt swamp area close behind the mangrove 
limit, There, a tree-trunk and other flotsam of the tide formed the basis of a 
mound composed chiefly of shells. This was colonized by Niiraria Schoeben, 

(1*) Osborn, T. G. B., "Flora and Fauna of Nuyts AndtiMlago, No. 5. A Sketch of the 
Ecology of Franklin Islands,” Proc. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., xlvi., p. 194, 1922. 
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a plant of remarkably varied habitat and possessing also a capacity for adven¬ 
titious rooting. 

All the other islands seen represented older stages than that just described 
By successive deposition of more shells and debris the level of the islands had 
become raised well above the general level of the plain. The banks so formed 
were colonized by a mixed communitv of various shrubs, low trees, and annuals. 
The following is a composite list made from three such islands:— 


Stipa teretifolia 
Avena fatuo 
Bromus sp. 

Dianella revoluta 
Fusanus acuminatus 
Exocarpus aphylla 
Rhagodia baccifera 
A triplex paludosum 
Threlkeldia diffusa 
Tetragonia implexicotna 


Silcne gallica 
Tillaca verticillaris 
Acacia Ugulata 
Nitraria Schoeberi 
Frankenia pa/uciflora 
Alyxia buxifolia 
Myoporum insulare 
Olearia axillaris 
Vittadinia australis 
Senecio lautus 


Mesembryanthemum aequilaterah 

The soil analysis shows that the soil has a very low water retaining capacity; 
the soil was air dry when collected, with only 1 o per cent, of moisture. That 
the soil is chiefly made up of shell grit is seen by the lime content of 907 per 
cent. Soluble salts in the soil were only 11 per cent., of which only 006 per cent, 
was sodium chloride. 


Mosses were a prominent feature of the ground flora, and saxicolous lichens 
were present in quantity on the superficial layer ot shell. The ecology of these 
islands and the relation of the florulas to that of the coastal dunes in the vicinity 
would be of interest, but it is not proposed to consider them further here. Atten¬ 
tion may be drawn to the occurrence of Atriplex paludosum on the “islands," 
for they provide an obviously non-halophytic habitat. 


Atriplex paludosum consodes. 


A dwarf shrubland of Atriplex paludosum occupies the upper limits of the 
coastal plain. The |;rey colour of the dominant plant at once characterises the 
area, distinguishing it sharply from the Arthrocnemum halocnemoides shrubland 
on the seaward side. The ecotone line is sharp, a distance of three or four yards 
usually being sufficient to pass from the samphire community df the type described 
above to pure saltbush. The soil analyses of the transition region are given as 
No. 7 from A. halocnemoides zone and No.. 8 near the junction, but definitely 
in the A. paludosum zone. The percentan of moisture in the soil as collected 
and of sodium chloride in No. 8 is only % per cent, of that found in No. 7^ 
It will be seen, also, that the moisture content of the air dry soil indicates a 
lower water retaining capacity for the soil supporting the saltbush communi^. 
The Atriplex paludosum consodes is thus developed on a soil that is only 
moderately salt but with a low water retaimng cai»city; it is, in fact, a plant 
community developed on a xeroph}rtic habitat rather than a halophytic one. 

The following plants also occurred:— 


Poa bulbosa 
Thysanotus Patersonii 
Atriplex semibaccatum 
Bassia unifiora 
B. biflora 


Mesembryanthemum austrcde 
Tillaea verticUlaris 
Frankenia pauciflora 
Angianthus strktus 


<W) CaiuKNi, W. A, he. eit., p. 70. 
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Only three annuals are included in the list, but at the end of a long dry 
season most of the annual species would disappear. I'he dry climbing stems of 
Thysanoius Patersonii, which is a gcophyte, were quite common amongst the 
stems of A. paludosum. 

Drainage channels and hollows in the A, paludosum zone were colonized 
by Arthrocnemum halocnentoides, the lines of junction being very sharp (pi. 
XX., fig. 3). 

Atriplex stipitatum community. 

Remains of the indigenous flora are scarce behind the level coastal plain. 
Most of the inland area seen is entirely modified by farming, but near the head 
of the Gulf is an area of red sandy soil that has not been ploughed. This is 
colonized by a degenerate saltbush scrub, Atriplex stipitatum being the most 
abundant plant present. This species forms low rounded bushes about 50 cms. 
in diameter with an open spreading habit. Other plants present were:— 
Lomandra effusa Enchylaena tomentosa 

Fusanus acuminatus Acacia sp. (Oswaldii 

The list is certainly far from complete, but the combined effects of rabbits, 
heavy grazing, and the season of the year made it impossible to collect specimens 
suitable for identification. The interest in the area, however, lies in the develop¬ 
ment of the saltbush A. stipitatum. 

The soil is of a very different type (sample No. 10). It is highly silicious, 
with only 9 per cent, of lime and 2 3 per cent, of organic matter. The soil was 
air dry when collected, and the moisture content of 2 5 per cent, indicates a 
very poor water retaining capacity. The most interesting diflPerence, however, 
is that sodium chloride is present as a mere trace, 02 per cent. 

DISCUSSION. 

From the foregoing it is clear that the zonation noticed in the vegetation 
may be correlated with certain edaphic features of the environment. First, the 
range of water content of the different plant habitats may be expressed as 
follows:— 

Arthrocnemum arbuscula .. .. .. 20-50 per cent. 

A, halocnemoidcs .. .. .. .. 5-20 „ „ 

Atriplex paludosum . .. 5 0-7 5 „ 

A, stipitatum .. .. ,. .. .. 2 5 „ „ 

Further, if the salt content be considered, whether total salts or sodium 
chloride, a similar division of the soil analyses may be made:— 

Total Salts. NaCl. 

Arthrocnemum arbuscula ,. 169-17 5 p.c. 15 70-16 71 p.c. 

A, halocnemoides .. .. 29- 4 9 p.c. 2‘30- 3 77 p.c. 

Atriplex paludosum .. 16- 2 8 p.c. 078- 162 p.c. 

A, stipitatum . 03 p.c. 02 p.c. 

From the above fibres one can obtain a ratio expressing the proportion of 
salts to water in the soil at the time of our visit, i,e,, one can gain some idea of 
the density of the soil solution at that time of the year. This ratio is given below, 
taking total salts in the wet soil as unity, and giving the amount of water pre¬ 
tent in the soil as collected as a ratio of this figure. The results are as ifollows:_ 

Arthrocnemum arbuscula .1:3 8-40 

A, halocnemoides .1:43 

Atriplex pamdosum .1:30-33 

A, stipitatum . 1:83 

It follows that A, paludosum has in contact with its roots a solution that 
is actually denser than that in which the salt marsh plants are growing. But 
this solution was not being absorbed by the roots in March, for, as noted above, 
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A. paludosum was in a wilting condition. In the Arthrocnemum hatocnetnoides 
zone the proportion of salts to water is slightly less than in the case of A. 
orbuscuh. Bat, whereas, the latter plants were growing thriftily, the former 
were markedly collapsing, the cortex of the plants as cmlected being shrunken 
and wrinkled. 

If, however, we take the proportion of salU to water in the saturated soil, 
using the 
ratio of 


The 


given on page 249 a different result is obtained. 

[t to water becomes:— 

Arthrocnemum halocnemoides . 1: 12 

Atriplex paludosum . •. 1: 29 

A. stipitatum . 1:120 

This, we believe, expresses more accurately the degree of salinity of the 
soil solution in the respective zones during the wet season. They confirm our 
conclusions that the zonation of the vegetation observed is correlated with a 
decrease in the salinity of the soil, and that this is accompanied by an increasing 
aridity of the environment. 

The figures given by us for the total salinity of the different rones, high 
though they are, are actually less than the percentage of total salts in the soils 
of “alkali lands” of the United States of America. Hilgard^**) gives his figures 
as pounds per acre feet. We have taken the results as ^ven by him and 
converted them to percentages of “wet” soil by taking 3,750,000 lbs. as the weight 
per acre foot of soil (vide Hilgard, p. 444). The results for certain of the char¬ 
acter plants of the alkali lands are:— 

Allenrolfia occidentalis .. .. 13 2 per cent, total salts 


Salicomia subterminalis 
Frankenia grandiflora .. 
Suaeda Torreyana 
Sarcobatus vermiculatus 


118 

75 

35 

15 


It is for comparison with these figures that we have given the percentage 
of salts to wet soil in our table on page 248. 

The zonation of the vegetation around a salt lake in an arid region has been 
studied in some detail by Kearney and his co-workers in Tooele Valley, Utah. 
The observations made by us are in general agreement so far as the soiling of 
comparable plants is concerned. It is interesting to notice that at Tooele the 
salt swamp plant is Allenrolfia, and that Atriplex confertifoUa grows on the 
less salt portions. This plant, from its general relations, appears to correspond 
to our A. paludosum. Atriplex stipitatum, the chief constituent of the saltbush 
area (using the term in its generally accepted AurtraliM sense) corresponds 
rather to the North American sage brush, Artemesia tridentata; that is, to a' 
plant of arid regions with only a low salt concentration in the soil. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATE XX. 

Fig. 1. General view m Arthrocnemum arlnuculg zone, showing a bare creek to ri^t. 
The mounds and bushes in the middle distance are shell ishuids.’’ On the horizon are the hills 
of Yorke Peninsula across Gulf St. Vincent. 

Fig. 2. Creek in the Arthrocntmum haloentmoidts taut. The figure to the left stands 
on a raised bank, on which are bushes of Atriplex palniosum. The ^re to the right is in 
the creek bed; in this grow bushes of Arthrocnemum erbuscula. 

Fig. 3. Junction of the Atriplex palndoeum zone and the Arthrocnemum holoenmoides 
zone, seen in the lower land to the right. 


<M) Hilgard, E. W, loc. dt., p. 549. 

(»> Kmmty, T. H., L. J. Briggs, H. L. Sbantc, J. W. McLane, and R. L. Pie^el, 
“Indicator Significance of Vegetation in Tooele Valny, Utah,” Joum. Agr. Research, i., 9P, 
365-417, 1914. 
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THE OEM SANDS OF ENCOUNTER BAY. 

By R. Grenfell Thomas. 

[Read September 13, 1923.] 

The beach sand at several points in the vicinity of Encounter Bay has long 
been known to yield a so-called ’‘^em sand” where concentrated by wave action. 

The underlying rock formations comprise intrusive granite and a series of 
thermally metamorphosed sedimentary rocks, which are taken to be of Pre- 
Cambrian age. These older rocks are overlain at intervals by irregular and 
discontinuous patches of glacial drift of Permo-Carboniferous age. 

As this sand is representative of the heavy mineral content of the area, its 
composition may be expected to furnish interesting evidence of the alterations 
occasioned by thermal contact metamorphism in this region. It was primarily 
with a view to ascertaining the mineral composition of the sand that the follow¬ 
ing investigation was undertaken. 

Mode of Occurrence. 

The gem sand, which is conspicuous by its red colour, occurs as irregular 
thin-bedded sheets on the beaches in question near high-water mark. The pre¬ 
sence of concentrated deposits of the sand in any one area is not necessarily 
dependent on the immediate proximity of rocks in which the constituent minerals 
occur in situ, but is largely influenced by prevailing currents, slope of beach, 
and general coastal configuration. Although concentration by wave action is 
the chief factor influencing the deposition of the sand, the effect is often amplified 
by the selective action of winds on the sand dunes, whereby the lighter grains 
are carried away, leaving a residue of higher specific gravity. 

Localities. 

The chief areas of deposition in Encounter Bay can be grouped under two 
headings; (1) At Rosetta Head; (2) at Middleton Beach. For purposes of 
comparison it is convenient to divide the Rosetta Plead deposits into two classes: 
— (a) Those on the west side of Rosetta Head, or the “Petrel G)ve” type; 
(b) those on the east side of Rosetta Head, or the “Bluff Bay” type. At these 
localities the gem sand is present in greater or less quantity throughout the year, 
although the concentrated deposits are often temporarily disseminated by heavy 
seas. 

Collection of Samples. 

Representative samples of sand from the localities mentioned were collected 
and were each concentrated in’the field, by “panning,” to a well-defined stage 
immediately preceding a loss of the heavier constituents. The material thus 
eliminated was fotmd to consist of quartz and shell fragments, and contained 
none of the heavier minerals which it was desired to examine. In this way 
samples, weighing about 10 lbs., after concentration, were obtained from each 
locality. These samples may be regarded as thoroughly representative of* the 
several deposits, and thus afforded standards for comparison of the different 
types. 

Mechanical Analysis. 

An approximate determination of the average size of the grains in each 
sample of sand was made by using a micrometer eyepiece fitted to the microscope. 

This method gave the following resultsDiameter in millimetres. 

Petrel Cove. Bluff Bay. Middleton. 
Average diameter of largest grains .. 1 mm. 5 mm. 5 mm. 

The majority of the grains range from .. 5-3 mm. 'S-Zmm. ^-Tmm. 
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Quantitative Separation into Mt^netk Groups. 

The method of examination followed was essentially that recommended by 
T. Crook.This comprised a preliminary separation of the constituents into 
groups of varying magnetic permeability by means of an electro*magnet fitted 
with adjustable {>ole pieces for altering the intensity of the magnetic field. 

It was found that the component minerals of the sand could by this means 
be separated into five well-defined groups, and since in each case a weight of 
20 grams of sand was used, the relative weights of each | 70 Up afforded a means 
of comparing the three types of sand. The following groups were thus 


recognized:— 

(1) Hi^ly magnetic, represented by Magnetite 

(2) Miwerately magnetic, represented by .. Ilracnite 

(3) Appreciably ma|[netic, represented by .. Garnet 

(4) Weakly ma^etic, represented by .. StauroHte 

(5) Non-magnetic, represented by .. .. Zircon 


The relative proportions of the various groups in the three types of sand 
were found to be as follows:— 


Percentage Weights. 


Magnetite Group 

Petrel Cove. 

1 

Bluff Bay. 

Middleton 

10 

Ilmenite Group 

.. 18 

33 

80 

Garnet Group 

.. 548 

573 

750 

Staurolile Group 

14 

10 

55 

Zircon Group 

.. 419 

379 

105 


Component Minerals of the various Magnetic Groups. 

The separation and identification of the component minerals was effected by 
a series of heavy liquid flotations and electrostatic separations, coupled with 
microscopical examination. 

Owing to the relatively high specific gravity of most of the minerals the 
use of heavy liquids for separation was necessarily somewhat restricted, but 
Methylene Iodide (S.G. 33) and fused Mercurous Nitrate (S.G. 43) were found 
very useful in certain cases. 

In some instances it was found that certain of the minerals showed varying 
magnetic permeability, probably owing to inclusions of foreign material; this 
caused them to appear in two or more of the mametic groups. Separation in 
these instances was effected by electrostatic methods, a process well adapted for 
the separation of Ilmenite from the Garnet or StauroHte Groups.”) The follow¬ 
ing minerals were identified:— 

From Magnetite Group .. Magn^ite 

Ilmenite Group .. Ilmenite 

Garnet Group .. .. Almandine 

StauroHte Group .. StauroHte, Green Spinel, Tourmaline 
Zircon Group .. .. Zircon, Kyanite, and Rutile 

Each of the three types of sand was found to contain the same set of 
minerals, and as the properties of any one mineral were, in general, common to 
that type at each locality, it is convenient to group the petrological features col¬ 
lectively. 


(1) Vide Text-book of Petrology, "The Sedimentary Rocks," 
Appendix fy T. Creak. Page 339, rf erg. 1913. 

'Cn Vide Mmeralogicat Magazine, vol. IS, p, 260. 


by Hatch and Raatall. 
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The refractive indices were obtained by the Shrocder van der Kolk method 
of oil immersion, while the specific gravities were determined with a Pycnometer. 

Petrological Features of the Minerals. 

Magnetite. —The grains are rather variable in appearance, some being 
lustrous black, others dull and rusty. They are always opaque and generally 
well rounded, but occasionally abraded octahedrons are present. The specific 
gravity varies considerably in different samples owing to partial hydration, etc., 
but ranges between 41 and 51. 

Ilmenite. —Opaque grains, black and lustrous, chiefly well rounded, but some¬ 
times platy or showing abraded crystal forms. Many of the grains show patches 
of yellowish-white leucoxene. I'he magnetic permeability varies considerably 
in different grains, probably in accord with a fluctuation in the titanium content. 
Specific gravity is 502, a value corresponding to titaniferous magnetite rather 
than ilmenite proper. 

Almandine Garnet. —Occurs essentially as irregular grains with rounded 
outlines, though well-formed crystals are occasionally to be seen, especially in 
the Petrel Cove sand. The colour varies from light pink to deep red. The 
p^rains are perfectly isotropic and show no sign of cleavage. The refractive 
index is high and greater than that of methylene iodine. Some of the grains 
show an abundance of solid black inclusions. The specific gravity is 4 16. 

Tourmaline. —Rather common, as well-rounded grains, in the Middleton 
sand, rarer in Rosetta Head deposits, but more frequently euhedral. Colour 
very variable, from light smoky-grey through brown to bluish-black or opaque. 
Pleochroisni very strong, light-coloured varieties giving complete absorption of 
the ordinary ray. No cleavage shown, prismatic forms give straight extinction. 
Refractive index high, about 1 63. Some grains show acicular inclusions. I'he 
specific gravity varies from 3 1 to 3 3. 

Green Spinel. —Typically as rounded grains of olive-green to light-green 
colour. Occasionally an abraaed octahedral form occurs. No cleavage observ¬ 
able. With crossed nicols the grains are quite isotropic. Inclusions are rare 
though acicular rods sometimes occur. Refractive index high and near to that 
of methylene iodide, about 1 72. Specific gravity, 4*0. 

Staurolite, —This mineral is the chief component of the weakly magnetic 
group. Although very variable in appearance most of the grains are anhedral 
with a pronounced rough surface, due to an abundance of solid inclusions. 
Well-formed crystals are occasionally present in the Petrel Cove sand. The 
colour varies from brown to yellow in tne opaque grains, and in the rarer trans¬ 
parent varieties it is a deep reddish-brown. The clear grains show strong 
pleochroism in yellow and brown, and also give straight extinction. The refrac¬ 
tive index is high and very near to methylene iodide; the birefringence is moder¬ 
ately low. 

An interrupted cleavage, parallel to (010), is occasionally shown; twinning 
not observed. 

The nature of the inclusions varies considerably; in some instances they 
are gaseous, but more commonly appear to consist of quartz; occasionally they 
are carbona^us, but in no instance is there a symmetrical distribution of the 
included material. 

The i^iecific gravity varies considerably; in the purer varieties it is generally 
3 57, but often falls as low as 3 45, when inclusions are abundant. 

KvAKritE.—^Rather common in the non-magnetic group. Almost invariably 
as flat grains and lath-shaped forms. Colour generally bluish-green but often 
colourless or altering to brown among the cleavage cracks. Many grains show 
colourless borders and blue centres. Cleavage cracks, parallel to (001), are 
generally shbwn across the laths. 

Keochroiltn often rather weak, in coloured grains only. Refractive index 
g little than th&t of methylene iodide^ about 171. 
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Solid inclusions often plentiful and occasionally take the fom of acicular 
rods arranged cither in "sagenite fashion" or in a confused felt-Iikc swarm, the 
habit and optical properties corresponding to sillimanite. 

Owing to the perfect (100) cleavage the plates «re usually l;dng on this 
face, and hence show the almost normal emergence of the acute bisectrix, thus 
giving good biaxial figures when examined in convergent light. The optic 
axial angle is large and the optic sign negative, “nic specific gravity is 3 62. 

Rutile. —Common in the non*mi^etic portion of the sand as abraded 
rods and round grains. The Petrel Cove sand often shows good euhedral forms 
with striated pn^ faces; geniculate twins also occur. The colour is generally 
very dark but varies considerably; the Middleton sand shows the lightest reds. 
By reflected light the grains show the typical semi-metallic lustre. The pleo- 
chroism, when observable, is slight. Refractive index extremely high, birefring¬ 
ence also very hig^, extinction straight. 

A weak cleavage (110) is sometimes noticeable. Inclusions rare. The 
specific gravity is 4 35. 

Zircon. —^Abundant in the non-magnetic group. Almost invariably in 
abraded anhedral grains, traces of crystal form being very rare. The grains 
are always perfectly colourless. Refractive index very high, birefringence also 
very hi^h Straight extinction shown. Inclusions very rare. The specific 
gravity is 471. 

The Origin of the Component Minerals. 

As regards the origin of the various minerals occurring in the sand, it 
appears most probable tlut the majority of the constituents are derived from the 
regions of contact thermal metamorphism produced by granitic intrusions of the 
Pre-Cambrian sedimentary series wnich occurs in this area. 

Some of the constituents, such as staurolite and l^anite, are certainly not 
derived from the igneous rocks, and although several of the other minerals such 
as rutile, zircon, and garnet are often of magmatic habit, they have not been 
observed to be common constituents of the imeous rocks of this region, which 
have been petrologically examined by W. R. Browne and others. There can, 
however, be little doubt that, in some instances, the mineralizing influence of 
the intrusive granite has played an important part in their formation. 

That the constituents of the sand are genetically connected with the meta- 
morphic aureoles is further supported by the fact that those sands occurring 
furthest away from the contact zones invariably show the greatest abrasion 
and rounding of the grains, while those adjacent to the contact zones genemlly 
contain larger and more angular grains which are often euhedral. Thus the 
Petrel Cove deposits, occurrit^ in the midst of a strongly metamorphosed region, 
show considerably larger and less abraded grains than the Middleton sand, which 
appears to travel along the coast from flie contact zones at Port Elliot, a distance 
of about two miles. 

Summary. 

The gem sand of Encounter Bay contains the following minerals:— 
Ma^etite, ilmenite, almandine garnet, staurolite, green spinel, tour^ine, Ignite, 
rutile, and zircon. The minerals being of relative^ high specific gravity 
are compentrated on the sea beadi by wave action. Itte component minitr alg 
appear to be chiefly derived from the metamorphic aureoles resulting frenn the 
intrusion of an acid magma into a Pre'Cambrian sedimentary series. Hie 
sands from various localities in Encounter Bay contain flie same set of minerals 
but the relative proportions of the minerals are not constant tibrougfaout the area. 

Gedogical Lalmratory, Adelaiife Univendty, 

_ Augu st 9, 1®3. 

f Kctetsi of Eacoantw Bsy#'* V W. R. Browne, Tnmt. See. 
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ON TRANSPIRATION IN THE FIELD OP SOME PLANTS FROM THE 

ARID PORTIONS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, WITH NOTES ON THEIR 

PHYSIOLOGICAL ANATOMY. 

By J. G. Wood, B.Sc., Demonstrator in Botany, University of Adelaide. 

[Read September 13, 1923.] 

Plate XXI. 

The Australian flora presents a great range of variation in form and some 
remarkable structural features arising from the arid conditions. There ha.*, been 
a surprising n^lect of quantitative experimental work attempting to correlate 
these modifications with the physiological processes of the plants. Ewart (1910) 
determined the transpiration rates of three species of Eucalyptus (E. vtminalis, 
E. corynocalyx, and £. maculata), but the work was mainly concerned with the 
problem of the ascent of the sap. More recently Cannon (1921) has described 
the anatomy of several species of plants from the arid portions of South 
Australia in relation to various ecological factors, chiefly the problent of the 
water supply. 

The following paper first describes the transpiration rates of six species of 
plants in relation to various external factors, and, secondly, attempts to correlate 
the transpiration rates with the histological modifications which are developed 
in the transpiring organs. 


I. TRANSPIRATION. 

Physical Environment. —^The experiments were carried out in the field at 
Dilkera, a sheep station about 10 miles north of Mount Mary, a small township 
on the Morgan railway line, and 90 miles north-east of Adelaide. Dilkera is in 
the Murray basin, and has an average annual rainfall of 928 inches (Morgan). 
A visit was made during the third week of May of this year; this was towards 
the end of a period of about five months’ drought, and the weather was typical 
of autumn conditions in this region. At this period of the year the country is 
subject to strong westerly and south-westerly winds, which sweep over the plains 
from the Mount Lofty ^nges. These winds are dry and often travel at a high 
velocity. As will be shown below, they are an important factor in determining 
the rate of transpiration. 

As regards vegetation, the chief communities are an open woodland of 
CasuarinaUpidophloia or various mallees (Eucalyptus spp.), in conjunction with 
uudershntbs, the chief being Atriplex vesicarium and Kochia sedifolia. The 
tno^piration experiments were carried out under as natural conditions as pos- 
i^Me. The situation is shown in pi. xxi., fig 2. The chief shrub is the “blue- 
bttsh>** Kochia sedifolia, with remains of bushes of Atriplex vesicarium, though 
most of the latter have been eaten out by grazing animals. The trees are 
Cosmttim lepUopMoia and Myoporum platycarpum. The apparatus was fully 
mqposed' to w clinatic factors and only protected from gnuung animals by a 
single baihed-wire enclosure. 

The plants selected for experimentation were Casuarina lepidophloia 
(F. v. M.}, Geijera porvifiora (Lind.), Pkolidia scoparia (R. Br.), Atriplex 
Peskariam (Hew.), Kochia sedifolia (F. v, M.), and Rhagodia Gaudi- 
chaudiam (Moi.). 
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Methods. 

1. Measurement of Transpiration. 

It was impossible to measure the loss of water by transpiration by weighing 
owing, first, to the difficulty of access to Dilkera with the necessary instruments 
of precision, and secondly, to the size of some of the plants and the great length 
of time which must elapse before potted plants are ready for experimentation. 
The means adopted, therefore,'was that of measuring the loss of water from 
cut shoots in a potometer. The burette form of potometer described by Lloyd 
(1908) was adopted. This instrument is capable of measuring the loss of water 
to within 05 c.c., an accuracy which is not attainable with most forms of poto¬ 
meter balance. Further, the burette type has been used by students in the 
University under the writer’s supervision, and has been found to give very 
uniform results with the one sp^ies of plant. This form of potometer has 
also the advantage of rapid and accurate reading, and it is believed that the 
results would differ very little from those obtains by other methods provided 
that the precautions mentioned below be observed. 

The shoots were cut under water early in the morning, carefully trimmed 
with a sharp knife, and the green cortex stripped away to prevent clogging of 
the vessels by bacterial decomposition. The wood was inserted into rubber 
tubing of 5 mm. diameter previously filled with water and attached to the 
burette. By means of the rubber tubing a good water-tight joint is obtained. 
The shoots were supported vertically. 

No readings were taken for the first hour and a half in order that the 
shoots might become turgid. In any case, Lloyd (1908), using American desert 
plants, has found that the difference between the amount of water transpired 
and the amount absorbed is practically negligible. Thus the loss from the 
burette measures directly the amount of water transpired by the shoots. Although 
it is not claimed that the burette potometer gives absolute readings for the 
transpiration rates, it does give relative readings, so that the rates are strictly 
comparable, which is the main requirement for the present considerations. 

The tops of the burettes were covered with small specimen tubes to prevent 
evaporation from the meniscus. 'Fhe battery of potometers was erected on a 
stand improvised on the spot, and is shown in pi. xxi., fig. 1. 

2. Measurement of the Climatic Factors. 

fa) Temperature. —The temperature was measured in degrees Fahrenheit by 
means of a thermometer attached to the potometer stand. 

(b) Light Intensity. —The measurement of lig^t intensity has been neg¬ 

lected by many workers on transpiration and photosynthesis, such terms as 
"dull,” “bright,” etc., having little value. Inasmuch as it is a factor in stomatic 
control it cannot be neglected. The intensity of illumination was measured by a 
simple type of actinometer, namely, by noting the time taken for a strip of 
sensitive paper to become the same shade as a standard fixed disc The relative 
intensities are plotted on the curves in seconds. Readings were taken every 
half-hour, as shown on the curves; only the hourly readings appear in the 
table, fig. 2. < 

(c) Relative Humidity. —This was determined by means of wet and dry 
bulb thermometers which were protected from the wind. The wet and dry 
bulb readings were reduced to "relative humidtQ'” by means of Glaisher’s formula. 

(d) Evaporating Power of the Air.—‘A method sensitive to slight variations 
in evaporating power from hour to hour was necessary, and the type of atmo- 
meter used by Livingston (1906) was employed. The apparatus consisted of a 
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Chamberland-Pasteur filter candle. Type B, of unglazed porcelain, attached by 
rubber tubing to a burette, the whole being completely filled with water. This 
atmometer was also attached to the potometer stand. For absolute measure¬ 
ments it must be calibrated in terms of the loss from a free water service. This 
was done on return to Adelaide by exposing in the same place the atmometer 
and a Petri dish filled with water. The latter vessel was weighed each time a 
reading was taken on the atmometer. From these data it was found that the 
^ndle surface was equivalent to 100 sq. cms. of free water surface. The 
evaporating power is measured by the loss of water per sq. cm. of free water 
surface. 

Fig. 1 gives the curves for the various climatic factors. The quantities of 
the latter are plotted as ordinates and time in hours along the abscissa. As 
regards temperature, it will be seen that this did not vary greatly throughout 
the time of experimentation, but fell gradually from 2 p.m. The evaporating 
power was fairly high throughout the day, but fell rapidly at night. The 
evaporating power is the product of several factors—relative humidity, wind, 
sunlight, and temperature. It will be seen that the evaporation curve does not 
coincide exactly with the curve for the relative humidity during the day period, 
though the coincidence is exact during the night. This is due to the high wind 
which commenced at 9 a.m. and did not fall until 5 p.m. The wind, as before 
mentioned, has a high velocity, and appears to be the dominant external factor in 
transpiration. At 3 p.m. it was blowing with very strong gusts, and the curve 
maximum shows its effects on evaporation. The relative humidity calls for little 
comment. The high value during the night common in this region should be 
noted. It is due to the low temperatures prevailing. The minimum night 
temperature recorded was 38° F. 



CiffvM of external factors influencine transpiration. E, Evaporating Power; 
T, Temperature; H, Relative Humidity. 
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3. Calculation of Leaf Areas. 

To express the transpiration rate in terms of the weight of water transpired 
per sq. cm. per hour it is necessary to determine the total transpiring area, 
^is was a tedious matter, as it necessitated the computiim of several hundreds 
of leaves. In the case of A triplex and Rhaqoiia the leaf outlines were traced 
on paper, cut out, weighed, and compared with the weight of a known area of 
the paper, and from this the area was calculated. Casuarmaj Pholidia, and 
Kochia were treated as cylinders, the total length being measured, and also the 
diameter, the latter by means of an objective micrometer. In the case of 
Pholidia, the areas of leaves of stem were calculated separately. The leaves of 
Geijera were treated as rectangles. All the flat leaves had stomates on both 
sides; the areas obtained by the above methods were therefore doubled in these 
cases. 

The number of leaves and the total transpiring areas of the shoots were as 
follows:— 


Plant 

Namber of 
Leaves. 

Total Transpiring 
Area (sq.cnu.). 

Casuarina lepidophloia 

71 

3924 

Geijera parviflora 

154 

4591 

Pholidia scoparia 

.. 155 

1981 

Atriplex vesicarium 

.. 258 

4461 

Rhdgodia Gaudichaudiana 

Kochia sedifolia 

.. 330 

6906 

.. 2,800 

7147 


RESULTS. 

Fig. 2 is a table embodying the results obtained. Transpiration is 
given by the figure opposite each species oi plant and represents the loss of 
water in milligrams per sq. cm. The atmometer readings are reduced also to 
the loss in milligrams per sq. cm. The light intensity is given in seconds, the 
relative humidity in percenU^s, and the temperature in degrees F. 

No readings were taken between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. next morning. The 
small amount of water transpired during this period is shown below. Assuming 
that the transpiration rates were constant during this period the hourly losses 
were:— 


Atriplex vesicarium . 

.. .. 09 mg. 

Rhagodia Gaudichaudiana 

.. .. ’07 mg. 

Kochia sedifolia . 

.. 07 mg. 

Geijera parviflora 

.. .. 06 mg. 

Pholidia scoparia .. 

.. .. 10 mg. 

Casuarina stricta 

.. .. ‘10 mg. 

Atmometer . 

.. ‘70 mg. 
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The curves plotted from these data are shown in figs. 3-8. Aloi^ with the 
transpiration curve are given those of the various climatic factors. Various 
scales were employed in order that the curves all might be brought within the 
same figure. The absolute values are given for each point. 

From an examination of these curves it becomes evident that one can place 
the plants, according to the r€sults obtained, under three separate groups. 

The first group contains only Casuarina Icpidopkloia, which is distinguished 
from the other plants by its relatively high transpiration rate and also by its very 
close approximation during the day to the curve for evaporating power. 



Pig. 3. 

Curve for rate of transi»ration of Casuarina Upidophloia. 
T, Temperature; E, Evaporating Power; L, Light Intensity. 


In the second group are Geijera parviflora and Pholidia scoporia. The trans¬ 
piration rate of both these plants is low, and althou^ they attain their transpira¬ 
tion nmima coinddently with the maximum value for the evaporating power, 
it is evident from their lack of agreement with the latter curve that they do not 
respond so readily to slight variations in the evaporating power of the air. Both 
plants also exhibited a second maximum at 8-9 o'clock in the night. 
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The third group contains A triplex vesicariutn, Rhagodia Gaudichaudiana, 
and Kochia sedifolia, and these I have further subdivided into (a) Atriplex and 
Rhagodia, (b) Kochia. All the species in this group are characterised by theii^ 
transpiration curves running parallel to the time axis for a considerable period 
during the day; that is, their transpiration rates appear to be independent of the 
physical conditions. In the case of Atriplex and Rhagodia the transpiration rate 
began to fall about 4 o’clock, whilst in Kochia the constant loss rate continued 
until 8 o’clock. 



Fig. 4. 

Curve for rate of transpiration of Geijera parviflora. 

T, Temperature; E, Evaporating Power; L, Light Intensity. 


It is evident that these curves cannot be interpreted on the basis of the 
external physical factors alone, and therefore a study was made of the anatomy 
of the plants from a physiological point of view. On so doing it was found 
that the transpiration loss could be correlated with the structure of the transpiring 
shoot, and that the plants could be divided into three classes according to their 
hi^logical modifications, and, further, that these three classes coincided exactly 
with those groups which were created from a physical analysis of the curves. 
Before discussing the transpiration of the shoots in the light of their physiological 
anatonqr a brief description will be given of their structure. 






Fit-«. 




T, a3;^A^S33r.sUrti^^ 



Fig. 7. 

Cunre for rate of transpiration of Rhagodia Gaudichaudiana. 
T, Temperature; E, Evaporating Power; L, Light Intensity. 
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11. NOTES ON THE PHYSIOLOGICAL ANATOMY OF 

THE SHOOTS. 

As far as I have been able to find, no description of the anatomy of the six 
plants used in these experiments has been published with the exception of A triplex 
vesicarium. The observations have been confined chiefly to the tissues con¬ 
cerned in the water relations of the plants, and in most figures no attempt has 
been made to fill in histological details. All the figures are drawn from camera 
lucida outlines. 


Fig. 9. 

Transverse section of the assimilating 
shoot of Casuarim kpidophloia, 
sx., Sclercnchyma; k. Branched hair; 

I- Stomate; rfc., Chlorendiyma; t.c,, 

Transfusion cells; t.t.. Leaf - trace 

bundle; m.r.. Medullary rays; Phloem 
fibres; p.h„ Phloem; x., Xylem; 

Water-storage tissue. X66. 

Casmrina lepidophloia. (Fig. 9.) 

This tree is very common around Dilkera and frequently attains a height 
of 30-40 feet. Attention was confined to the anatomy of the green assimilatorv 
.shoots. These stand erect and are usually from 6 to 12 inches in length with 
twelve ribs, the grooves nsrating the whole length of the shoot. The anatomy 
of the Casuarineae as an Order us been surveyed by Morini (1894), and to this 
account C. lepidophloia conforms gwicrally. It shows, however, xerophytic 
features to a remarkable degree. This is noticeable urticularly in the extreme 
“woodiness” of the shoot. For the sake of comparison the tissue outlines of 
C. distyla (a species occurring in the Mount Lofty Ranges, Kangaroo Island, 
and other places with a rainfall of 25-30 inches), and C. stricta (which Im a 
wider distribution) are appended (figs. 10 and 11). It will be seen that there 
is a progressive development of lignlmd tissues in passing from the relatively 
me^h^c C. distyla through the mtermediate C. stricta to the xerophytic t. 
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Fi^. 10. 

Diagram of a transverse section of 
the assiroilati^ shoot of Casuarina 
distyla. All lignified tissue is shown 
black. The dotted line represents 
the limit of the chlorenchyma. 
Camera lucida outlines, xlo. 



Fig. 11. 

Diagram of a transverse section of the 
assimilating shoot of Casuarina strirta. 
All ligniii^ tissue is shown black. The 
dotted line represents the limit of the 
chlorenchyma. Camera lucida outlines, 
xl6. 


The shoot of C. Icpidophloia is bounded by a moderately thick cuticle which 
extends about half-way down each furrow. The lower portions of the furrow 
are not thickly cutinised, and in this portion the stoniates are arranged in 
usually four straight rows which extend down the whole length of the shoot. 
At the base of the furrow arise a few branched hairs. They are not numerous. 
The chlorenchymatous tissue is much reduced and occupies only a small space 
each side of the furrows. Between each chlorenchymatous group a mass of 
sclerenchymatous tissue is developed. The cortical region contains no 
parenchymatous cells save those of the medullary rays. In C, distyla and C. 
stricta there is a considerable parenchymatous cortex. The bulk of the cortex in 
C. lepidophloia is occupied by bast fibres. Running through the cortex from 
node to node are leaf traces, one opposite each rib of the shoot. The traces 
consist of collateral bundles of xylem and small phloem elements. Surrounding 
each bundle and extending to the base of each furrow lies a water transfusion 
tissue. These cells are approximately isodiametric, have cellulose walls, and 
are pitted on all their walls. 

The conducting tissue occupies the central portion of the shoot. 1'he xylem 
consists of spirally thickened and annular vessels. Secondary thickening had 
commenced in all shoots examined and the xylem formed a continuous band 
around the medulla. The phloem consists of small-celled elements with densely 
granular contents. The medulla consists of a tissue which docs not appear to 
be described elsewhere in the Casuarineae. It consists of very thick-walled cells 
connected by numerous pits. The walls are lignihed, and when seen in transverse 
section present somewhat the appearance of large fibres. In longitudinal sec¬ 
tion, however, it is seen that they are tracheidal in form and perform probably 
die function of water storage. In addition such a central tissue has a great 
mecfatmical advantage to a plant such as C. Icpidophloia in which the switch-like 
shoots are continually exposed to a vigorous wind action. Interspersed with 
these tracheidal cells are a few cells containing tannin. In C. distyla the pith 
is slightly sclerised. 

From this central tissue, medullary rays run through the conducting system, 
through the cortex, and terminate at the oases of the furrows. It is somewhat 
remaikahle that every cell in the rays is full of tannin which stains a violet-black 
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with ferric diloride. The tannin in these cells, and also in Geijera parvifiora, 
has a solid, g^bissy aj^earance. In some cases the tannin masses are broken 
and scratch^ by the microtome knife. This coincides with that structure which 
Lloyd (1922, a and b) has descnbed in various species. From its occurrence in a 
definitive tissue such as medoUary ray cells—the latter being the onl^ parenchy¬ 
matous tissue besides the chlorendiyma—^it appears that tm tannin performs 
some other function in the plant than that of an excretory product (vide Lloyd, 
1922, b). 

Geijera parvijloiyt. (Figs. 12 and 13.) 

The leaves of Geijera parvifiora are linear, obtuse, and somewhat thick. 
There are practically no structuim difi^erences between the dorsal and ventral 
sides. The chlorencnyma consists of short piUisade cells. A peculiar feature is 
the relatively large number of cells which contain tannin masses; these cells 
are scattered among the assimilatory cells from which they do not differ in 
shape. The tannin masses are, in most cases, broken and scratched by the knife, 
and appear to have shrunken away from the cell walls. No fresh material was 
available to examine its condition in the living plant (Lloyd, 1922, loc. cit.). 



Fig. 12. 

Traiuyerse section of h»f of Geijera parvifiora. 
f.vJb., Pibro-vatcubur bondle; 04 /., Oil-gland; s.v., Secondary vein. x21. 



^ Fig. 11 

Transverse sectioa Htrengli a stoniate of Getjera pandMra sbowiiw heavily cotinised 
epidemial cells. GusM cell; Oolfar. 


A characteristic feature of Geijera parvifiora is the large oil glands whidi 
ate frand throughout the mesophyD. IImm aie aphuhaU and numerous. The 
midnb and secondary veins ate simple bundles wHh rdatlvdy large |>htom edlaf 
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Little mechanical tissue is present in the leaf. The epidermis is compo.sed of 
fairly large cells very heavily cutinised (fig. 13). The stomates arc sunken below 
the general level of the epidermis, and the guard cells are protected by an 
upstanding collar formed by the projection of the cuticle of the adjacent 
epidermal cells. This appears as a ridge in fig. 13. 
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Fig. 16. 

Trftnsverse section through portion 
o£ stem of Pholtdia scoparia, show¬ 
ing sunken stomate and protecting 
scale. 

s,t Scale; p,c., Guard cell. X94. 

Pholidia scop aria, (Figs. 14, 15, and 16.) 

Some of the features of Pholidia scoparia have been described by Cannon 
(1921) in his general survey of the genus Eremophila. 

Pholidia scoparia is a ‘^switch plant.” The leaves are small, and the func¬ 
tions of photosynthesis and transpiration are undertaken by the stems also. As 
mentioned before, the areas of leaves and stem were calculated separately, and 
it was found that two-thirds of the total area was due to the stem. The stem 
in transverse section has roughlv the form of a short cross (fig. 14). The 
epidermal cells are larger than those of Geijera parviflora, and also have their 
outer walls cutinised, though not so heavily. The stomates are simple guard 
cells sunken below the epidermis (fig. 16). No protecting ridges are developed. 
The surface of the epidermis is covered with scales whose heads overlap and 
protect the epidermis generally. Each scale is made up of a disc-shaped head 
supported on a short stalk attached to a basal epidermal cell. All the cell walls 
of the scale are thick and cutinised, and appear to have no living contents. The 
hairs have probably a purely protective function. They are more scattered on 
the stem than on the leaf. Calcium oxalate crystals are present in many of the 
epidermal cells. 

The chlorenchyma is composed of rather small, re^ar, palisade cells and 
spherical, spongy parenchyma. Oil glands are developed in the mesophyll. These 
are smaller than in Geijera parviflora. Th^ medulla is formed of large pared-. 
chyma cells containing a good deal of starch. The xylem entirely surrounds 
the medulla and comprises very small spird, annular, and pitted vessels. The 
phloem has fairly large cells. A continuous sheath of phloem fibres surrounds 
the whole. 

The epidermis and stomates of the leaf are similar to those in the stem, 
but the scales are more numerous. The leaf (fig. 15) has a central midrib 
with a little collenchyma developed beneath it. Two smaller veins occur lateral 
to the midrib. The chlorenchyma is mainly a ring of two rows of palisade cells 
with a little spongy parenchyma placed centrally. Oil glands are also present 
in the leaf. 


Fig. 17. 

Transverse section through leaf of Airiplex vcsicarium. 
ves,. Vesicles; colL, Collenchyma; hyp,, Hypodcrmal layer; chlor,, Chlorenchyma; 
X,, sh.f,, Xylem and sheath fibres; pft,, Phloem. Camera and lucida outlines, x31. 



Water-storing hairs from young 
leaf of Atriplex vesicorium. 

At Young hair. Hair with stalk 
cell elongating. About X250. 
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Atriplex vtsicarium. (Figs. 17 and 16.) 

The leaves of Atriplex vesicarium vary rather widely in shape from elliptical 
or oblong lanceolate to bbovate and with entire or deq>ly indented margins. The 
epidermis consists of fairly small cells not cntinised, bat with ceQidose walls 
which are somewhat thicker than those of the mesophyll cells. All the emdermal 
cells have living contents. The stomates are sin^e guard cells placed on the 
same level as the epidermal cells and not protected by any projecting ridges. 
Underneath the epidermis on both sides of the leaf is a layer of ra&er large cells 
packed loosely t<%ether and containing no chlorc^lasts, but with clear watery 
contents and also many crystals of csMtum oxalate. litis is termed the hypo- 
dermal layer (fig. 17). 

The midrib is composed of two vascular bundles, non-lignified fibres being 
scattered between both the twlem and phloem elements. Collenchyma is developed 
above and below the midrib. The margins of the younger leaves also have a 
strengthening collenchymatous tissue. Monteil (1906) Ascribes A. veskartum 
as having five vascular bundles in its midrib. The writer has examined leaves 
from several different plants of A. vesicarium, and in no case has he found this 
to be the case. It is doubtful whether Monteil was dealit^ with A. vesicarium, 
since he regards the leaf type as being near to that of A. rosea. In this species 
the mesophyll is not arranged radially arotmd the nerve sheath, no hairs are 
developed, and no chlorenchymatous sheath is present around the midrib. 

The midrib and secondary veins are surrounded throughout their whole 
length by a sheath of thick walled, practically cubical cells containing chlorplasts 
and very numerous starch grains. Surrounding these cells lies an outer sneath 
of thin walled palisade cells. They contain relatively little starch, from which 
it appears that the thicker walled cells around the veins have a collecting or 
storage function. 

The epidermis on both dorsal and ventral sides is thickly covered with large 
bladder-like hairs. The cells have cellulose walls and a very thin lining of living 
protoplasm. In the older leaves these hairs are compressed to form a network 
as shown in fig. 17, the individual cells arising, to all appearances, from several 
epidermal cells and interlocking fairly tightly with few intercellar spaces. To 
determine the origin of these hairs a young leaf was taken from a bud and 
examined in transverse section. Hairs were found in all stages of develoiment; 
they arise from a single basal epidermal cell, have a stalk cell and a single 
large terminal cell. All three cells at this stage have quite dense jprotoplasmic 
contents (fig. 18a). The stalk cell elongates (ng. 18b) and the bladder assumes 
considerable projMftions. Later, it appears that the stalk cell degenerates and 
many of the large terminal cells become joined together b;^ the union of their 
cellulose walls. These large cdls are considered to function as water-storiog 
vesicles. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked that A, vesiearhm bears a striking 
resemblance to A. Halimus, described by Volkens Xl^) Irom the Arabian 
desert—an example of the similar structural modsncations produced under 
similar conditions. 

Rhagodia Gaudichaudiam. (Fig. 19.) 

This plant is a weak shrub and usually straggles over other bushes. The 
leaves are hastate and their structure is conq^arattvely rimple. The mesophyll 
throughout consists of rather spherical cells oontainiiM: {dastids. There is no 
differentiation into palisade and spongy paremdiyma. Large water-storii^ cells 
with clear contents are found irr^;ulwy scatterM throui^ tibe mesophyll tissue. 
These large ^Is usually contain crj^dms oi eiddttm oxalate. The midrib and 
secondary veins are simple vascular strands* T^ete is a Htde ooUench^reia 
developed underneath the midrib, otherwise meetnuiical dssne is ladcing. The 
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Fig. 19. 

Transverse section through leaf of Rhagodio Gaudichaudiana. 
vet.. Vesicles; chhr., Chlorenchyma; s.v., Secondary 
vein; wxc.. Water storage cell. xl86. 

raiderads consists of small uncutinised cells; the stomates are relatively numerous. 
Tn^ are smaU, undifferentiated, guard cells on the same general level as the 
rest of the epidermis. The epidermal hairs are of the same g^eneral tj^ as in 
AirifUs vdstcarmm, but they differ from those of the latter in retaining their 
irtalk cell when mature. Each hair consists of a basal epidermal cell with a 
large tutdeus, a short stalk cell with thickened walls, and a large balloon-like 
termifwi veside. The function of the latter is probably that of water storage. 

Kochia sedifvlia. (Figs. 20 and 21.) 

The *1>tlid>ush,** KecMa sedifolia, forms rounded budies about 2 to 3 feet 
high. The leavw are approximately cylindrical and about one centimetre in 
Kofhia se'difi^ is a distinctly suctndent t^ ([fig. 20). The epidermis 
is oncttttpiiied. Below the epidermis lies a ring of palisade parenchyma usually 
ttro cdls iSaidt. The central tissue is composed of large, irr^ular, water-storing 
odls free tttm Chkwoplaats, but often containing crystals of calcium oxalate. 
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shown. 


chhr,, Chlorenchyma; Water- 

storage tissue: m,r., Midrib; s.v.. 

Secondary veins. Xl5. 



Fig. 21. 

Absorbing hair of 
Kochia sedifolia. 
About xjOO. 


There is a central main vascular strand and secondary strands around the 
periphery of the water-storage tissue. No mechanical tissue, other than the 
xylem elements, is present. 

The chief point of interest in Kochia sedifolia, however, lies in the peculiar 
type of water-absorbing hair which covers the epidermis. Each hair has a basal 
cell with a large nucleus. This cell is larger than the neighbouring cmidermal cells 
and is partially buried in the assimilating tissue. The hair has a snort stalk cell 
which also appears to have living contents, and a very long terminal cell. The 
latter cell has the spiral form shown in hg. 21. Near the base it usually makes 
a few turns in the form of a compressed spiral, which becom^ much looser 
towards the terminal end. The cell has many small branches on its wall. These 
usually project upwards toward the terminal end of the cell. The cell has very 
thick ceUulose walls and is non-cutinised. A narrow pore runs the length of the 
cell. There are no living contents. The intUvidual hairs are much intertwined, 
so that the whole surface is covered with a thick felt of dead cells. The function 
of these hairs is that of water absorption. The dead, air-containing cells probably 
act as capillary tubes up which the water is drawn to the living basal aosOTbing 
hair, and from which the water enters the leaf by osmosis. Sum spiral hairs do 
not appear to have been described in the Chenopodiaceae, although they have 
been observed (without projectii^s) in certain members of the Conmositae—as, 
for example, in Espeletia (Haberlandt, 1914). The peculiar small branches on 
the terminal cell have been described in other members of the Chenopodiaceae, 
Chenopodium muricata and Enchylaena tomentosa (Monteil, loc, cit.). 


DISCUSSION 

Haring described the structural mo<Kiications found in the shoots, we are now 
in a position to attempt an exfdanation of the types of transpiration curves in 
the light of these modifications. Before so doing, attention must be drawn to 
the calculations of Brown and Escombe (1900), who showed that the actual 
maximum diffusion of water vapour from the leaf of HeliatUkus was only one- 
sixth of the possible maximum diffusion calculated for the number and size 
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of the stomates, and these conclusions were supported by Lloyd (1908) in his 
observations on Fouquieria splendens. Consequently it is only when the stomata! 
opening is nearly closed that stomatal regulation can have any effect upon the 
transpiration rate. This is exemplified in the case of Casmrina lepidophloia. 
During the day the transpiration curve of this plant closely approximates that 
for the evaporating power. This is intelligible since the stomates in the furrows 
are but little protected by the few hairs which are developed. High winds 
have little difficulty in sweeping along the lines of stomates in the furrows of 
the vertically placed shoots that bend before them. The lack of agreement of 
the transpiration with the evaporation curve during the night is ascribed to 
stomatal control. Livingston (1906) has found similar curves for Euphorbia 
capitella, a xerophytic Arizonan plant; here the day curves for transpiration 
approximated that for evaporating power, whilst a lack of agreement occurred 
at night. 

The plants in the second group— Geijera pannflora and Pholidia scoparta — 
show their transpiration maxima at the same time as the evaporation maximum, 
but the curves are much flatter, i.e., they do not respond readily to variations in 
evaporating power. This reduction is ascribed in both cases to the presence of 
oily secretions, the vapors of which materially reduce transpiration. Further 

P rotection is afforded by the ridge in Geijera parriflora and by the scales in 
'holidia scoparta. 

The plants Atriplex vesicarium, Rhagodia Gaudichaudiana, and Kochia 
sedifolia have a thick covering of vesicles or air cells. The vesicles of Atriplex 
and Rhagodia contained little water at the time of our visit, as comparison with 
the turgid hairs shows; in Kochia the terminal cells contain air only. We have, 
therefore, a very efficient air jacket surrounding the whole of the leaf surface. 
Hence, near the epidermis we have a set of conditions which are constant and 
unaffected by external factors. Under these conditions the plant transpires 
regularly, equal amounts of water in equal times, since only the water vapor 
which gradually diffuses to the surface of the hairs comes under the influence of 
the external factors and is swept away. This explains the straight-line transpira¬ 
tion curve obtained in these plants. The greater insulation of Kochia with its 
thick felt of hairs is shown in the greater length of curve parallel to the time 
axis. The fall during the night is ascribed to the more or less complete closure 
of the stomates and the variations from the curves for the external factors (for 
example, the second maximum exhibited in most cases from 8 to 9 o’clock) to 
the regulation of the transpiration by “physiological” control of the stomates. 
It must be admitted that the term physiological control has been used by many 
writers as a cloak to hide our ignorance of some of the factors concerned in the 
mechanism of stomatal regulation, especially during the night. Since we cannot 
logically ascribe it to “vital” action of the cells, it is probably due to changes 
in the turgor of the guard cells produced by the action of enzymes on the carbo¬ 
hydrates, or possibly to changes in pressure of the water vapour in the inter¬ 
cellular spaces of the leaf; that is, internal factors which were not determined in 
this research. 

In conclusion, my thanks are due to Mr, Lisle G. Johnson, owner of Dilkera, 
for his kindness in affording facilities to conduct this work there, and especially 
to Professor T, G. B. Osborn for his constant help and encouragement which 
miide possible the progress of this research. 

Summary. 

1. The transpiration rates of Casmrina lepidophloia, Geijera parviflora, 
Pholidia scoparia, Rhagodia Gaudichaudiana, Atriplex vesicarium, and Kochia 
sedifolia are measured and discussed in relation to the external factors influencing 
transpiration. 
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2. IIm methods of measuring' transpiration, evaporating power of the air, 
relative humidity, and lig^t intensity are described. 

3. The anatomy of the shoots is discussed from a ph;^siological standpoint. 
A water-storage tissue in the Casuarineae and a type of hair in the Chenopodtaceae 
hitherto undescribed are recorded. 

4. An attempt is made to correlate the transpiration rates with the anatomical 
modifications of the leaves. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE XXI. 

Fig 1. Battery of pottmeters on stand. The plants from left to right are Atriph* 
vctkarmm, Geijera panifior^, Casumim kpUopkUAt, PkoU^ tnporia, Koekh ttdifolia, 
Rkagodia GantHehaudma, The atmometer is sho^ on the OBtreme r^ht of the stand and the 
thermometer on the left. 

Fig. 2. Shows the situation in whidt the work was carried out The shrubs are chiefly 
Kotlm ttdifoUa, and Aeada spp., with a little Ainpk 0 tteAeaHum, The trees are Myopomm 
platycarpum and C«smrina iefidophloia. Idattce scrub can be seen in the dis t a n ce. 

Dqtartment of Botany, 
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A few places of special geological interest and of easy access, on the eastern 
margin of Gulf St. Vincent, have been carefully examined, especially for fossils, 
and a considerable literature exists in relation to the same; but, hitherto, there 
has been no attempt to give a consecutive and complete section of what must be 
regarded as one of the most interesting combinations of geological features to be 
found in the southern portions of the State. 

The geological systems that appear in this line of section include the Cam¬ 
brian, Permo-Carboniferous (glacial), various Tertiary horizons (both fresh¬ 
water and marine), Pleistocene and Recent. 

With respect to the nomenclature of the Tertiary systems of South Aus¬ 
tralia, die late Professor Tate classed the older marine series (“Aldingan,” etc., 
Vietoriass‘‘|anjukian"] as of Eocene age; and the newer marine series, as of 
Mioeene age. Mr. F. Chapman and Professor J. W. Gre^ty, following the late 
Ptoftessor McCoy, consider Tate’s Eocene to be of Miocene age, and Tate’s 
Miocene to be Lower Pliocene (Chapman, F., 1914). This revis^ classification 
baa been followed in the present paper. 

to the northward of Marino (near Brighton) no beds older than Recent 
are efqposed along the coast. The shores are low and fringed by sandhills and 
mangrove swamps which continue to the head of the Gulf, giving evidence of 
recent ekvatiott of the shoreline to the extent of about 16 feet. 



SUB-SECTION A. 


BRIGHTON (BORB) TO BLACK POINT MILBS). 

The township of Brighton is situated near the southern boundary of a great 
faulted earth-biock which has had a downthrow of at least 4,000 feet. A great 
pit of such a depth would have existed where Adelaide stands had it not been 
filled up to the extent of over 2,000 feet, partly by deposits from repeated incur¬ 
sions of the sea, and partly by the perpetual wash of clay and stones from the 
higher ground. 

The Adelaide platform (which forms one of the ledges in the successive 
subsidences of the ground towards the centre of the great rift-fault of the Gulf) 
is in the form of a curve, having its convexity towards the hills with a south¬ 
westerly trend that reaches the coast at the Marino Rocks. This westerly curve 
of the hills to the sea supplies very definite evidence of earth fracture. Had 
this curve in the hill country been caused by a tectonic twist it would have 
changed the strike of the beds and the Mitcham quartzites would have been 
continuous in outcrop to the coast. But this is not so; the strike continues in 
an approximately north and south direction, and newer beds in the succession 
form the outcrops to the coast, being truncated and cut off on their northern 
edges by the faulting. 

A boring for water at the Institution for the Blind, Deaf, and Dumb, a 
little north of Brighton township (Sec. 238), carried out by Morrison, Gray 
and Co., passed through alluvium to a depth of 223 feet, when, after 2 feet of 
limestone, the bore entered “marine limestone with shells,” which was penetrated 
to a further depth of 79 feet. Another bore, situated a little to the southward 
of the above mentioned, on the grounds of late Rev. A. Macully, passed through 
similar beds. The material was sandy (mostly unconsolidated) and carried an 
abundance of the large foraminifer, OpercuUna complanata, which is a very char¬ 
acteristic fossil in the Muddy Creek beds, Victoria. Age; Janjukian (Miocene). 
As a bed of fossiliferous l^wer Pliocene (Kalimnan) occurs on the scarp of 
the older rocks, within a short distance to the southward of Brighton, and at a 
height of 40 feet above sea level, the throwdown of the Britton section is 
thereby evidenced, and probably represents the same faulted segment that was 
proved in the Croydon bore. 

The foreshore between Brighton and Seacliif (about a mile) forms a long 
slope with shallow water to seaward and bounded, on the landward side, by low 
sandhills that rest upon a floor of recent clay a few feet above sea level. This 
clay floor bears up the draina^ from the sandhills, giving rise to a series of 
springs near the tase of the cuffs on the seaward side. 

At Seacliff, the clay beds displace the sandhilk and form the main cliffs. 
At the latter township a road has been cut down through the allnvial beds to 
the beach, giving a complete section of the same; mottled clays and gravels at 
the lower levels, and newer reddish days on top. Qiffs of this continue 
for more than a mile. There is a lowplatform between the diffs and high- 
water mark, varying from 50 yards to 100 yards wide, and is built up of similar 
materials to that of the diffs. There are no evidences of marine exuviae on 
this flat, which appears to have been formed by the action of the rain on the 
face of the clay beds together with small dluvial fans brought down by rivulets 
which run dunng seasons of rain. 

About a quarter of a mile to the southward of Seacliff railway station 
there is a very extensive washout, caused by a very small runner that has 
excavated a canyon, having vertical sides of over 20 feet in height. This work 
of erosion has been accomplished within the yeurii of Eun^pean settlement. 
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Towards the end of the clay banks, on the sea front, the lower platform 
changes its character; instead of clay, sand, and grass, there is a platform com¬ 
posed of very large sea-worn boulders that is now about 5 feet above high tides. 

Cambrian Rocks in Section A. 

The first evidence of the older rocks outcropping on the coast occurs where 
beds of Cambrian age show themselves in the cliffs opposite to the Marino rail¬ 
way station. These beds form part of the faulted segment which, inland, form 
the platform on which Blackwood and Belair are situated, and is next above the 
sunken Adelaide segment. No beds of the (older) Adelaide Series reach the 
coast within the area now under description, but the “Brighton limestones,” 
which form the topmost members of that Series, make a line of outcrop on the 
rise, about half a mile from the coast, and can be traced southward to the River 
Onkaparinga, where they cross the latter about a mile, up-<?tream, from Noar- 
lunga. The junction of the Adelaide Series with the Cambrian beds can be 
seen along the line of excavation in the quarries of the Brighton Cement Com¬ 
pany’s works. The limestones have a thrust to the westward and roll on the 
dip, as well as pitch on the strike, in a succession of anticlines and synclines, and 
are, finally, thrown down to the west, in an almost vertical position with the 
purple slates of the Cambrian, in superior order, and, apparently, stratigraphic- 
ally conformable with the limestones. 

The sea-cliffs at Marino Rocks con.sist of purple slates that are interbedded 
with thin, reddish quartzites and limestones, having a strike almost parallel 
with the coast. The great westerly thrust has caused meridional folding, often 
reaching a high angle of dip. The parallel strike which the beds have to the 
beach, together with the high angle of dip, makes a weak structure of resistance 
against the action of the sea, which, in places, is making rapid encroachments. 
This is well seen at Black Point, at the northern end of Hallett’s Cove, w'here the 
western limb of an anticline in the purple slates has become undermined, so that 
large segments of the rock face slip down to the beach by the force of gravity, 
littering the beach with great cubical masses of rock. On the southern face 
of the point the sea has made a breach through the anticline, exposing a fine 
transverse section of the folds, and has excavated the centre of the anticline 
so as to form a cave. It is here seen that the anticline has been fractured along 
the axis of the nip. 

At the same place excellent illustrations of horizontal slickensides (blatter) 
occur, caused by rock movement. Finely-laminated layers of chloritized quartz 
have formed along the planes of movement, the laminae showing by the varying 
directions of the striae, the differential movements that have taken place in 
the process of folding and thrust. 

A gritty limestone, of a very persistent character, occurs in the purple slates 
near the base of the series. It does not appear in the sea-cliffs, as its line of 
strike is a little inland—parallel with the coast. It can be seen exposed in the 

S illies near Marino, also at Hallett’s Cove, and is extensively developed near 
oarlunga, where it is quarried for road metal. It also occurs about the same 
geolopcai horizon on the western side of Spring Creek, Mount Remarkable, as 
well as near the east and west fault at the south-eastern base of the last-named 
hoount. 

Pekmo-Garboniferous (Glacial) Rocks in Section A. 

The glacial features of Hallett’s Cove need not be described here, in detail, 
as they have been dealt with elsewhere (Tate, Howchin, and David, 1895; 
Howchin, 1895). They cover an area more extensive than the Cove itself, 
capping cliffs both north and south of this break in the coastline, and are 
also eiqiosed in the banks of creeks adjacent to the Cove. 
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On leaving the Hallett’s Cove railway etatioti, a walk of about a quarter 
of a mile across the paddocks (casing some farm gildings in ruin on the way) 
brings us to the top of the sea-diffs. Near the edge of the cliffs a yety siliceous 
quartzite forms the outcrop, and although muc^ broken and weatber>naked, still 
shows some Bne faces of glacial polish and striations. Resting on this glaciated 
floor, on the landward side, is a, bank of boulder clay, containing numerous 
erratics. This marks the most northerly point where the evidences of Permo- 
Carboniferous glaciation can be traced, the glacier path being here directed 
seawards in a north-westerly direction. 

Immediately to the southward of this place, a small gull^, running in an 
east and west direction, finds its outlet on the beach. Stanmng on tm right 
bank of this gully, near its outlet, a rather remarkable section can be seen on 
the opposite bank (Howchin, W., 1918a, fig. 307, p. 411). In the bed of the 
stream and lower portions of the bank the Cambrian quartzites make a distinct 
anticline, causing a small waterfall. Resting unconformably on ^s Cambrian 
floor, which is well polished, is the glacial till^O ^ith its striated erraUcs, of Permo- 
Carboniferous age. A further unconformity occurs by the fossiliferous Ijomtt 
Pliocene resting on the boulder clays; while a still further unconformity arises 
from the Pliocene beds being covered by clays, sands, and a thick bed of nodular 
travertine of Recent age, making three stratigraphical unconformities in a sec¬ 
tion of about 80 feet in thickness. These respective beds can be traced tq> the 
small gully (referred to above) and its tributaries for about a quarter of a 
mile, where they run out against the Cambrian boundary. 

Crossing the small gully, at the waterfall, and climbing the bank of till on 
the opposite side, at a distance of about 100 yards, the largest exposed face Ot 
the glaciated floor in the locality is seen on a rather steep slope towards the 
beach. The smoothed rock forms part of the Purple Slate ^ries, and has 
taken a high polish with many broM groves and fine scratches which have a 
north-westerly direction (Howchin, W., 1918a, fig. 308, p. 412). Some of the 
latter give evidence of ricochetting by the stones for^ aloi^ by the glacier 
and repeatedly dimng into the floor, m a series of jumps, with the deeper side 
of the cut in me direction of the flow, like a jumping chisd, and thus estaniishing 
by the clearest proofs the direction in which the gwcier was travelling. Other, 
but smaller polished faces, have become exposed by the denudation of the over- 
lying beds near the extremity of Blade Point, and are also seen wherever the 
day has been removed so as to expose the underlying glacial floor. 

The till, or boulder day, resting on the Blade Point shelf, is a rdativelv 
thin deposit, averaging about 20 feet in thickness, and does not contain such 
very large erratics as are scattered over the Ove and on the southern side of 
the outlet of the Field River, but it has yielded sdme scores of strongly glaciated 
stones from the till. The relationsh^) which the glacial beds have to the fossili¬ 
ferous Pliocene was, for some time, a question of discussion, but was set at 
rest by an excavation, carried out under the auspices of the Australasian Asso- 
dation for the Advancement of Sdence (Report, 1895], when by a costean pit 
it was proved that the boulder ctey paises beneath me Pliocene beds. This 
inferior position of the till to ffie Pliocene is also dearly shown in a section near 
the head of the Cove. 

The gladal clay on the Black Point platfcurm contains numerous nodules 
of sandy crystals of barytes, the sand havi^ bwm induded in the barytes in the 
process of crystallisation. These nodudes are ttsndly from an ind> to an indh 
and a half in diametier. The crystals are gnduped round an axis o f growth 
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with polar extremities. The outcrop extends for about eight chains (Mawson, 
1907). 

Lower Pliocene Rocks in Section A. 

The fossiliferous Lower Pliocene beds probably at one time formed a con¬ 
tinuous deposit resting on the older rocks that occupied the area of the present 
Gulf and its margins. They are now found only in isolated patches, one of the 
largest of these comprises the flat knoll on which Adelaide is built. Formerly, 
they were eiqiosed on the banks of the Torrens (where the engine houses have 
be<m constructed) and also in quarries that were worked behind Government 
House. 

The first appearance of the Lower Pliocene beds on the coast is in a small 
washout, situated directly westward of Marino railway station, where a fossili¬ 
ferous sandstone of this age forms the lip of a waterfall. It occurs near the 
extreme northerly limits of the Cambrian outcrops of the neighbourhood, and is 
exposed to the extent of only a few square yards. The bed is, for the most 
part, a breccia, resting on the edges of Cambrian grits that have a dip of 80° to 
the westward. Fossils are not very plentiful in the bed and are patchy in 
their occurrence. The species determined are as follows:— 

Cominella subfilicea, Tate Diastoma frovisi, Tate 

Natica subvarians, Tate MontHvaltia variformis, Dennant 

Sandy patches occur, in places, on the top of the cliffs which may be 
residuals of the Lower Pliocene, but no clearly defined deposits of this age are 
found to the southward of the Marino outcrop till we come to the calcareoqs 

f lateau on the northern side of Hallett’s Cove. Here the fossiliferous Lower 
liocene beds rest on the glacial boulder clays, making a steep scarp, facing the 
sea, and, together with the more recent beds, form a retreating cliff on the 
top of the primaty cliff consisting of Cambrian slates. 

The beds have been much leached of their lime content and the fossils occur, 
mostly, as impressions and casts. Small nodules of Lithothamnion are moder¬ 
ately common. The beds are thickest at their most northerly position, where 
they form a scarp behind the principal exposure of the polished pavement, and 
can be traced, inland, to a distance of about 200 yards from the sea-cliffs. 

Pleistocene Rocks in Section A. 

Mottled Sands and Clays .—These form the lowest of the three classes 
of rock which occur, locally, as subsequent formations to the Pliocene. They 
can be distinguished by their strongly mottled colouring, in patches of red and 
grey, vamng in composition from a tough plastic clay to that of an argillaceus 
sand rock, and possessing considerable coherence by which they can maintain 
vertical and waiblike faces though exposed to the weather. They make a 
typical rock formation that is widely distributed, not only in the sections seen 
on the coast, but in inland situations, and at various elevations. They occur on 
both sidei of the Gulf, making a vepr striking feature at Ardrossan, where they 
form vertioU sea-cliffs 40 feet in height (Howchin, 1918b). They^ire of fresh¬ 
water origin and sometimes contain impressions of leaves. They are often 
aaiodated with the older river systems and are probably of Pleistocene age. 

Between Marino and Hallett's Cove these mottled sands and clays can be 
seen, in many places, resting <m the top of the purple slates and also in the rail¬ 
way enttings, where they are sometmes associated with indurated gravel beds. 

Recent Deposits in Section A. 

Reddish Clay .—^The coastal plains and open valleys (specially those having 
a north and south direction) usttally carry a considerable thickness of alluvium. 
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It ts, typically, a stiff loamy clay, which makes a good brick earth, but varies, in 
places, sometimes taking the form of a light loam, and, at others, a marl]^ loam, 
or passes into sand and gravel. These Recent alluvia often occur overlying the 
mottled beds and can be distinguished from the latter by their uniform coloura< 
tion (sometimes greenish), less com^ct form, and often by a plane of erosion; 
the reddish clays not infrequently fill in gutters that have bMn excavated by 
stream action in the older mottled days, as can be seen in the cliffs at Ardrossan 
(Howchin, W., 1918b) and also on the eastern side of the Gulf, references 
to which will be given later. 

These Recent clays can be studied in the cliffs near Seacliff and Marino, 
where a washout, caused by a small runner, has developed within recent years 
a considerable canyon which extends from the beach almost to the railway line. 

Both the mottled clays and the newer reddish clay show horizontal and 
truncated bedding at a considerable height above the present sea level, giving evi¬ 
dence that they were laid down, either before the present valley of Gulf St. Vincent 
was invaded by the sea, or at a time when the sea margin was more remote than 
it is at present. 

Nodular Travertine .—This is a concretionary and chemically formed lime¬ 
stone which is a common surface feature throughout the district where the 
subsoil is calcareous. In the lower portions of the bed it is a marly clay, 
becoming more nodular and limy in its upper portion, and often forms a 
limestone crust, or sheet, near the surface. It is well developed at the Cove, 
varying in thictoess from 6 feet to 15 feet. At the north end of the Cove, at 
the back of the principal ice-polished face, it makes a scarp and is very nodular 
in structure. 

SUB-SECTION B. 

BLACK POINT TO ROCKY POINT (3| MILES). 

Black Point, as already described, forms the northern headland to the broken 
coastline that goes under the name of Hallett's Cove. The Point consists of 
very dark-coloured purple slates, of Cambrian age, so that, when seen from the 
seaward it has a very black and forbidding aspect, which has given rise to its 
name. The prominence which the rocks make at this point affords an excellent 
cross section of the beds, showing an acute anticlinal told that is fractured and 
slipped on the axial plane. 

Hallett’s Cove, as a whole, forms one of the most picturesque spots on the 
coast within the limits of Gulf St. Vincent It is scarcely a Cove in the ordinary 
acceptation of the term, as there is no sheltered area of sea space and only a 
slight indentation on the coastline. The Field River, which finds its outlet at 
the Cove, is only a creek that can easily be stepped across, and has no inlet 
from the sea, except at very high tides. The Cove is a natui^ amphitheatre of 
broken ground, bounded by rocky headlands. It owes its existence not to 
marine erosion, but to the effects of rain beating on the exposed faces of soft 
rocks and the transporting agencies of small runners that excavate channels in 
the soft material. 

Cambman Rocks in Section B. 

There is no outcrop of Cambrian rodcs within the amphitheatre of Hallett's 
Cove itself. A large mass of purple rock, 12 feet in length, exposed near the 
head of the amphitheatre was, at first, thought to be an inlier of the older rocks, 
but by the removal of the soft material by subsequent erosion it was seen to be 
an erratic in the till, and is now fallen apart in two fdeces. The Cove is, how¬ 
ever, bounded by Cumbrian slates and quartzites on the landward side. Good 
sections are exposed in the creek that readme the sea a little to the northward 
of Black Point, and also in the Field River» near the southern extremity of the 
Cove, as well as in a small creek a little to the northward Of Field River. 
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The Field River, in its lower portion, cuts the beds transversely and sup¬ 
plies some excellent geological sections. At a distance of about half a mile from 
the coast a very striking overfold occurs in the left bank of the stream in the 
form of the letter S (Howchin, W., 1904, pi. xxxviii.), and, a little higher up 
the stream, the junction of the lower and upper series of the Palaeozoic rocks 
can be seen. The Brighton limestone and associated beds are thrown down to 
the west at a high angle of dip (as in the section at the Brighton quarries) 
with the purple slates in superior order. Rising from beneath the lime.stone 
are the impure siliceous limestones which, at about a mile from the beach, form 
a commanding anticline, 100 feet in height (Howchin, W., 1904, pi. xxxvii.). 
A curve in the stream at this point shows that the beds also roll on the line of 
strike, forming anticlinal folds at right angles to the great anticline just 
described. 

The main limestone makes a remarkable curve in its outcrop where it crosses 
the Field River. From Brighton to Field River it follows a north and south 
strike, but on reaching the stream, just mentioned, it curves to the eastward and 
follows the left bank of the river till within about a mile of Reynella, where it 
is faulted to the right bank, and at Reynella it resumes its approximate north 
and south direction. In Sec. 521, a little east of the fault, just mentioned, the 
stream cuts the beds, for a short distance, at a right angle, and as the beds are 
not so highly pitched here as they are further to the westward, an excellent 
opportunity occurs for studying the junction which the Adelaide .Series makes 
with the Purple Slate Series at this point; the uppermost limestones of the 
former pass up, gradually, into the purple slates of the latter. 

On the southern side of Field River the Cambrian purple slates (inter- 
bedded with thin reddish quartzites) form the main sea-cliff, reaching a maximum 
height of about 80 feet, and as the strike of the beds accords, approximately, 
with the direction of the coast, the cliffs form nearly a straight line, and no 
special rock features are brought into view for a considerable distance. The 
beach, however, forms an excellent example of a marine platform, cut back by 
the waves, with the truncated edges of the highly-pitched Cambrian beds standing 
up in serrated ridges, like the furrows of a ploughed field. At a short distance 
south of Hallett’s Cove a fine example of a cn-shaped fold (occurring along the 
strike of the beds) is seen on the b^ch (Howchin, W., 191&, fig. 104, p. 118). 
The best view is obtained from the top of the cliffs where the outlines of the 
complex fold can be taken in at a glance. Southward from Hallett’s Cove 
the Cambrian beds maintain a comparatively even face (on the strike) forming 
prominent cliffs. The exposed face forms the western limb of a rather acute 
anticlinal fold, with a high pitch. 

At a distance of about one and a half miles from the Cove, a headland 
koown as Curlew Rock (or Curlew Point) occurs. It is situated near the east- 
west district road that separates Secs. 581 and 577, Hundred of Noarlunga. 
On the southern side of the headland the sea has cut back the Cambrian beds 
for a considerable distance and has left the Curlew Rock as a semi-detached 
fragment at the angle of divergence in the cliffs, and exposed a transverse 
section of the folds that makes one of the most striking rock features along the 
coast (Howchin, W., 1904, pis. xxxix, to xl.). The rock consists of numerous 
alternations of thin purple quartzites with slaty partings that have become con¬ 
torted in a most intricate fashion. The beds are in vertical position and the 
flexuses, which by weathering have been brought into strong relief, are defined 
with ttie greatest detail. The folding can be studied in two directions—in the 
direction of the dip, in the headland; and in the direction of the strike, on the 
beach, whkh is clear of sand, and shows the truncated edges of the Cambrian 
rocks. 
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From Curlew Point, going south, the Cambrian quartzites and slates form a 
nearly vertical cliff, about 50 feet in height, in nearly a straight line, but are set 
somewhat further back than those to the northward The dose relation which 
rock structure bears to coast features is well illustrated here. The diffs are 
composed of alternating beds of soft and bard rocks in a strike that is nearly 
pardlel with the coast, having a high pitch (65° to 90°), and a dip slope fadng 
the sea, a form of rock structure'which makes it easy for tte waves to undermine 
each layer in turn, and when thus undermined, the whole face slips down by 
gravity to the beach. This explains the straigte line of diffs, their steep and 
inaccessible face, and supplies tne reason wh^ the diffs, at this point, have been 
worn back at a quicker rate than the adjoining sections. This rapid retreat of 
the cliffs has led to the formation of an extensive sea platform which is un¬ 
covered at low water. Standiitf at Curlew Point and looking southwards, the 
truncated edges of the Cambrian beds are seen in detail, giving evidence of 
tectonic compression having acted opposed to the strike of the beds, contorting 
the same in a transverse direction. As often occurs in the Purple Slate Series, 
the beds very commonly show the phenomenon of ripple marks. Towards the 
end of this straight face of cliffs, at a distance of about half a mile from Curlew 
Point, a sea-stack forms a conspicuous feature (Howdiin, W., 1918a, fig. 98, 
p. 114). 

At the end of this straight line of diffs, an angle occurs in .the direction of 
the latter, causing a slight easterly trend that brings in new features. At a 
short distance from the sea-stack the line of di& is broken by a curved 
recession, forming a shallow valley that is grass-grown and protect^ from the 
sea by low sand ridges. The Cambrian slates are here decomposed, diiqiing 
easterly, at a lower angle. Similar beds are seen on the beach, with a westerly 
dip, indicating an antidinal fold. 

On the southern side of the small cove, just described, the cliffs rise to a 
considerable height, with an easterly dip, capped by a layer of the fossiliferous 
Pliocene, and is followed by another slight indentation in the cliffs enclosing a 
gra8.sed valley. The southerly side of this indentation shows a broken face of 
very siliceous quartzite, lithologically similar to a prominent outcrop that forms 
ridges on the beach. The falls from the diffs, added to the outcrops on the 
shore, make an excessivdy rous^ beach, ending in a promment ‘^stacx' at what 
may appropriately be called “Rocky Point” (opposite Secs. 616, 617), The 
latter has a dip »ist, with a slight curve at its summit, directed towards the 
west, forming a segment of an antidinal arch. The stone is typical of the thicker 
quartzites of the Cambrian in being light coloured, very fine in the grain, 
and highly siliceous, examples of which cut be seen near the summit of Sellick’s 
Hill and in many localities in the Flinders Raises; it is very distinct from the 
quartzites of the Cumbrian in being light-coloured, very fine in the grain, 
occupies the beach in high serried lines uid pinnacles with a dip east, 10° south, 
at 5d°, and a strike from north-east to 'south-west, which soon tdces it below 
sea level. Overlying these very siliceous quartzites are soft purple slates stand¬ 
ing at a high angle and contorted. A little north of thispoint is a ferrt^nous 
conglomerate that rests on truncated Cambrian slates. The origin of this con- 
domerate was not investigated, but is inrobably a metasomatized form of the 
Lower Pliobene sandstones. 


PSRuo-CAaBONiTBBOus (GtACiAi,) Bsbs IM Sbctxok B. 

Hallett’s Cove, as a depressUm in She elder rocks. Owes its existence, 
primarily, to an over-deepened portion of the «noiei|t dadal valley. The two 
headlands, forming the northern and soOthenl boundaries Of the Gove, are 
about a mile apart, and consiat of dark-eoUnirw |urplfi rocks of Camlwian ai^. 
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The interval between these headlands has been excavated to an unknown depth 
and filled up with morainic material to a height of 100 feet above sea level, 
with overlaps on the Cambrian rocks at either side of the Cove. This morainic 
material, tc^ether with more recent deposits overlying it, has yielded more 
readily to atmospheric waste than the harder Cambrian rocks of the locality, 
giving rise to a retreat of the cliffs and much broken ground within the area, 
and has exposed some very large erratics. Near the head of the Cove there 
are two large cuboidal erratics, belonging to the siliceous limestones of the 
Tapley’s Hill Series, situated close together, and, unitedly, measure 9 feet in 
length. 

In the lower positions, within the Cove, the ground moraine, or till, is the 
leading feature; and, at the higher levels, in addition to the boulder clay, there 
are fluvio-glacial deposits in the form of fine-grained mud, sands, and gravels. 
The latter features are well developed on the sea face, towards the southern side 
of the Cove before reaching the Field River. Many of the stones in these beds 
are well scratched. So far as observed, the polished floor is limited to the 
cliffs on the northern side of the Cove. The Cove ends on the southern side 
with a thick body of boulder clay banked up against the Cambrian purple slates. 

Some very large erratics occur on the beach, where they are more or less 
either obscured, or exposed, by the varying amount of sand left by the waves. 
Towards the Field River, and between tides, there are about half a dozen large 
erratics gathered from the Cambrian (or (?) Proterozoic) tillite which are 
grouped together; and on the beach, to the southward of the Field River, is the 
largest granite erratic of the vicinity, measuring 8 feet in length, of the Victor 
Harbour type, and is surrounded by a great field of erratics, of many kinds, 
and some of exceptional size. 

The erratics contained in the till at Hallctt's Cove give us some clue to the 
respective routes by which the ice travelled to the Cove. Among the travelled 
stones are numerous porphyritic granites from Victor Harbour district, which 
probably came by the Inman Valley, and, passing over the water parting of the 
Bald Hills, united with the main glacier near the site of Normanville. The 
fine-grained schists that form the lower cliffs of Cape Jervis are also well repre¬ 
sent!^, and many of them are strongly glaciated. Rocks that outcrop nearer to 
Hallett’s Cove—^the impure siliceous limestone and the older moraines of the 
(?) Cambrian tillite, that occur between the Field River and the Onkaparinga— 
have been quarried out and transported by the ice-plough and form some of 
the largest of the erratics both on the beach and within the limits of the Cove. 
Some of the boulder clay, near the head of the Cove, is of a deep purple colour, 
having been ploughed up from the outcrops of the purjAe slates in the immediate 
neighbourhOTO—-no more definite proof of the nature of the glaciation, as land 
ice, could possibly occur than these examples of local erosion. The Victor 
Haihour granite and the Cape Jervis schists that were delivered at Hallett’s Cove 
indicate glaciers of not less than 50 miles in length. 

The evidences of glacial action do not extend far beyond the southern limits 
of the Cove. Some particularly large erratics of the impure limestones that 
tmderlie the Brighton limestones occur on the beach, to the southward of the 
Fildd Rivp, some of which are speckled with veins of calcite, and what is 
prolwbly the largest erratic of the locality, also belonging to the impure limestone 
aeries, ocet^es a conspicuous position on the edge of the sea-cliff, about half 
a mild to the southward of the Cove. Its present position is suggestive of a 
’'perched blodc,” but when this great erratic was stranded on the retreat of the 

the diff in its present form, of course, did not exist. Near to this large 
etmtde the glacial evidences of the neighbourhood appear to end. 
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The glacial remains at Hallett’s Cove form a small outlier of a much more 
extensive glacial field that is in evidence further to the southward. It embraces 
the Cam Jervis peninsula south of the Willunga Ranges, the Inman and Hind- 
marsh Valleys, Encounter Bay, the Mount Compass and Finniss River districts, 
southern Yorke Peninsula, and parts of Kan^roo Island. The glacial beds 
underlie the Lower Pliocene at Jiallett’s Cove, and also the Miocene in southern 
Yorke Peninsula and in Kangaroo Island; they rest upon either the Cambrian 
or Pre-Cambrian in all cases where their base is shown. At the time of the 
ice-flood the present drowned valley of Gulf St. Vincent was an upland valley 
that held the main glacial stream, into which the tributary glaciers of the Inman 
and other valleys, situated both east and west of the main Racier, delivered their 
quota. Or if the ice was in the form of a continuous sheet, which is probable, 
then no such valley need to be assumed. 

That the Permo-Carboniferous glaciation extended much further to the 
northward than Hallett’s Cove is prcmable from the extent of the ice-polished 
pavement at the latter place, and also from the fact that the glacier path is 
truncated by the present sea margins. Subaerial waste that was energetic 
through long ages, the repeated incursions of the sea during Tertiary times, as 
well as the periods of plateau formation, rifted segments, and block faulting, in 
later times, are sufficient to account for the wiping out of the glacial evidences 
and their non-appearance in the more northern situations of South Australia. 

(?) Pre-Pliocene Beds in Section B. 

Between the boulder-clay and the fossiliferous Pliocene beds at the head 
of the amphitheatre, at Hallett’s Cove, are whitish and yellowish sands, some¬ 
times argillaceous, which are of doubtful age. They are of uniform composi¬ 
tion and free from stones. They come in, suddenly, at the northern side of 
the amphitheatre, immediately underlying the Pliocene bed, which, latter, thins 
out to the southward and its place is taken by the underlying sand bed which 
becomes a conspicuous feature in the white, conical hill known as the "Sugar- 
loaf.” In the latter, it rests with a sharp division on the highly-coloured, reddish- 
purple boulder clay. The two colours, in juxtaposition, make a very striking 
contrast. The hill is capped by an outlying fragment of the Pleistocene mottled 
clays. The white bed continues to show in the cliffs to the southward and is 
also exposed in the uneven ground in front of the cliffs. 

In the deepest gutter cut by the rains within the limits of the Cove (a little 
to the northward of the “St^r-loaf”) a section of the white bed is exposed 
u]> to a thickness of about 60 feet. This bed in its upper portion is soft and 
friable, but becomes more indurated at depth. In the thick section, just men¬ 
tioned, it maintains a very uniform character, but towards the lower levels there 
are thin streaks of the dark-red clay and, at the lowest level exposed, it is seen 
to rest on the reddish-purple boulder day that forms the base of the “Sugar- 
loaf.” The induration of the bed in its lower portion is not uniform, but shows 
certain layers in relief, and, in common with the underlying boulder day, dips 
to the north-north-east at a low angle. 

The origin of this very considerable bed, sandwiched betweeen the glacial 
till and the Lower Pliocene, is not very dear. The question is complicated by 
the occurrence of a white sand bed that occupies a similar stratigraphical 
relationship to the Lower Pliocene in other localities, farther to the south, that 
are in closer proximity to the freshwater beds that underlie die Miocene. So 
far as the Hallett’s Cove section is concerned the weight of the evidence seems 
to point to its having some relation to the gladal conditions. It may have bMn 
dt^^ited during a nte fiuvio-gladal stage m die buUding iq> of the sediments; 
or, even later, by nmning water, acting on the deposits 1^ gentle currents, 
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the clay being carried forward in suspension and the sand deposited. This bed 
is not seen in the glacial beds that face the sea at Hallett’s Cove, which are at a 
higher level than the base of the white sand bed, so that it is possible that the 
latter occupies an eroded gutter in the boulder beds. 

The assumption that the white sand bed at Ilallett’s Cove is stratigraphically 
related to the glacial beds gathers strength from the fact that at Queenscliffe, 
Kangaroo Island, a white sand bed rests upon the glacial clays, and, at the same 

? lace, the fossiliferous Miocene appears to occupy an eroded trench in this bed. 

'ive miles to the west of Queenscliffe a similar white sand bed outcrops at 
the Gap Hills, where it rests upon the glacial clays and is overlain bv a basaltic 
sheet (^Howchin, W., 1899 and 1903). 

Lower Pliocene Beds in Section B. 

Next above the white sand bed, in the order of succession at Hallett’s Cove, are 
the Lower Pliocene fossiliferous and calcareous sandstones. They have their 
greatest local thickness (12 feet) at their northern extremity (described under 
Section A) where they rest on glacial clay, which is held up by the Cambrian 
slates that form the cliffs at Black Point. They gradually decrease in thickness 
and thin out to nothing at the head of the Cove, where they give place 
to a thick, feebly-cemented bed of white sand which is destitute of organic 
remains and occupies an inferior position to the fossiliferous beds, as described 
above. Within the limits of the Cove the base of the Ixiwer Pliocene is con¬ 
glomeratic by the inclusion of water-worn erratics gathered from the underlying 
till. 

Another outcrop of the fossiliferous Iwower Pliocene sandstones occurs on 
the rising ground, about three-quarters of a mile to the eastward of Hallett’s 
Cove, in Secs. 564, 565, Hundred of Noarlunga. The betls occur on the western 
side of the north and south district road, in scrub country. The beds form a 
retreating scarp, about 12 feet in height and half a mile in length, ending at 
their southern extremity close to the road that has formed the main road to the 
Cove. The rock is a siliceous sandstone, and, in places, a calcareo-siliceous 
sandstone, often gritty, and includes angular to rounded fragments of quartz, 
purple slates, etc., sporadically distributed through the sediments. The greater 
part of the rock seems almost destitute of organic remains, but, in places, a 
limited variety of fossil impressions on the rock are massed in considerable 
numbers. The commonest form appears to be Tcllina lata, which, although not 
weviously recognized at Hallett’s Cove, has been recorded from the Upper 
Series at Aldinga. An external impression of a suborbicular bivalve with rather 
Strong concentric lines may possibly represent a Lucina. The beds on their 
northern side are seen to rest on the puiT>le slates and are covered throughout by 
a considerable mantle of travertine, which is exhumed and used for the building 
of dry walls, etc., in the neighbourhood as well as burnt for lime. The situation 
of the beds is fully 100 feet above the outcrop of beds of similar age at the 
adjacent Cove, and 200 feet above sea level. With the exception of the Mount 
Mary occurrence (Howchin, W.. 1916, p. 258) this is, so far as known, the 
greatest altitude of the Lower Pliocene sediments in South Australia. 

Resting on the Lower Pliocene fossiliferous beds is a white, somewhat 
compact, limestone, which is a very general feature of the Lower Pliocene beds 
throughout the district. It is unfossiliferous—except, at times, near the plane 
of junction with the underlying fossiliferous bed—^and is, probably, of secondary 
origin, the lime, in the first instance, having been extracted from the underlying 
heo, by Mdution, and then redeposited at the surface as a travertine mantle. 
This supposed ancient travertine is sometimes separated from a more recent 
dtgiosit of travertine by clays, while, in other places, it passes up into a more 
I 
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concretionary limestone and marl that are being formed under present-day 
conditions. 


The occurrence of fossils in the Lower Pliocene of Hallett's Cove is some¬ 
what irregular. They occur mostly in patches. For some distance the rock 
may be comparatively barren, and then, for a space, they may be abundant. 
In the compact sandstone on the north side of the Cove the fossil remains are 
mostly in tne form of impressions or casts. The most favourable position for 
obtaining them is near the head of the Cove and in calcareous nodules which 
occasionally occur in the sandy matrix. 

The following fossil forms have been recorded from the Lower Pliocene 
(Kalimnan), at Hidlett's Cove, including some additions from the writer’s 
observations: — 


Plantae. 

Ltthothamnion sp. 

Rhizopooa. 

Orbitolites complanata, Lam. 
Actinozoa. 

Montlwaltia variformis, Dennant 
Plesiastraea st. vincenti, T. Woods 
Echinozoa! 

Laganum platymodes, Tate 
Pelecypoda, 

Ostrea arenicola, Tate 

O. siurtiana, Tate 
Placunanomia tone, Gray 
Spondylus arenicola, Tate 
Pecteti asperrimtis, Lam. 

P. antiaustralis, Tate 
P. consobrinus, Tate 
GIvcimeris subradians, Tate 


G. convexus, Tate 
Mytilus submenkeanus, Tate 
Lithodomus bretns, Tate 
Anapa variabilis, Tate 
Telhna lata, Q. and G. 
Gastbsopoda. 

Morginella hordeacea, Tate 
Cotninella clelandi, Tate 
C. subfilicea, Tate 
Campanile triseriale, Basedow 
Diastoma provisi, Tata 
Hipponyx australis, Lam. 
Ctdyptraea crassa, Tate 
Natica baUeateUa, Tate 
M. subvarians, Tate 
Hetigmope dennanti, Tate 
Potamides sp. 


There are outcrops of the Lower Pliocene on the northern side of Rocky 
Point, and therefore Included in Section B; but as th^ stand related to beds 
of the same age that occur on the southern side of the Point, in Section C, they 
will be considered in connection with the latter. 


PtEISTOCaNE AMD RbCEKT RoCKS IN SeCTIQN B. 

The great difference in the weather-resisting oualities of the Palaeozoic 
rocks (which usually form the base of the sea-cliffs), as compared with the 
softer beds in the m^r portions, leads to the formation, in many places, of a 
lower and an upper diff, a {datform of varying width dividing me two. The 
lower cliff wastes motstly bv sea erosion, armlst the upper cliff, consisting 
generally of sands and clay, is worn away by atmospheric agencies, and as its 
retreat is more r^d than tM of t]he lower beds a ahelf or platform is formed, 
as stated above. This ahelf is sometimes limited to a few feet, or it may be so 
wide that the upper cliff cannot be seen from the beach. When the erosion 
has been rapid the precipitous face is lost and the newer beds sl<q|)e gradually 
upward to the higher levels. At the head of the anqdi^ieatre at Hmlett’s Cove, 
in the absence of the Cambrian rocks, the thelf is formed bv the top of dm 
marine Pliocene beds which has become hmoSned ty the di^ition of a traver¬ 
tine Umestmie. 

The beds that foliow in supetikir ordd^ fo the marine Pliocene sandstonm 
<m be divided into three dMsions, rcmfeaed^ differences of ltthDlo|doal dhar- 
dder* wiffi occasional pilatiei of eioi^ atvmhqi^ the same, whkm pmhiftily 



291 


indicate differences in geological age. These distinctions, as stated under Sec¬ 
tion A, are:—Pleistocene, mottled sands and clays; Recent, red clays and small 
gravel, passing up to a capping of concretionary limestone and marls, which 
latter are present-day deposits. 

These newer beds are particularly well exposed in the amphitheatre of Hal- 
lett’s Cove, carved into successive spurs by the rain causing little rivulets to wash 
out channels down the face. The mottled sands ^pd clays (Pleistocene), which 
are slightly more indurated than the overlying red clays, show steeper faces than 
the latter and are sometimes cavernous. The section is a very striking example 
of the eroding effects of rain on soft rocks. The entire Cove, as an excavated 
area, has been formed by this simple agency. The surface at the top of the 
amphitheatre is higher than the ground at the back, which has a gentle slope to 
the east, so that no water finds its way into this amphitheatre except by the 
direct fall of rain within the area. The waste on the face of the cliffs, by this 
rain wash, is so rapid that no vegetation can establish a footing on these bare 
slopes. The retreat of the cliffs within the last 35 years is most marked (Howchm, 
W., 1918a, p. 69, figs. 51, 52), and as the ground at the back slopes away from 
the edge of the cliffs, the height of the cliffs will gradually diminish. 

Section of Beds within the Amphitheatre at Hallett’s Covk. 


Recent :— Feet. 

Light sandy soil .. .. .. .. .2 

Concretionary travertine and marl (6 feet to 15 feet) 9 

Red and greenish clays, sometimes gravelly .. .. 20 

Pleistocene :— 

Mottled red and grey argillaceous sands and clays.40 

4 Lower Pliocene (Kalimnan ):— 

Calcareous sands and grits (fossiliferous), stony at base, including 
derived erratics from the underlying till .. .. .. .. 3 

Age Doubtful :— 


White sand, underlying the fossiliferous Pliocene but is quite dis¬ 
tinct from it. Does not carry stones and is very fine and 
regular in the grain. Unfossiliferous. Is not present on the 
Black Point shelf; is slightly exposed on the northern side 
of the Cove and thickens in the exposures in washouts on the 
southern side .15-60 

Pefmo-Carboniferous :— 

Glacial days, sands, and grits, ranging from low-water level to 
80 feet and 100 feet above sea level. Near the head of the 
Cove the till forms a finely laminated clay of a deep-red colour, 
which on the surface weathers into flakes of about an inch in 
diameter; in other positions the till takes the form of a greyish 
day. It carries erratics of all sizes up to 8 feet in diameter. 

Near the coast the till is a sandy and gritty ted with glaciated 
bcmlders resembling the indurated sandy till of the Mount 

Compass district .90 

Cambrian :— 

Ptupte slates and quartzites form the northern and southern limits 
of the over-deepened glacial valley. 

The sea'CHffs to the southward of Hallett’s Cove exhibit very markedly 
the feature* of a double diff. The Cambrian purple slates that form the lower 
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cliff show at their upper limits a peneplained surface, representing an ancient 
land surface. Recent erosion has removed the later deposits so as to form a 
shelf varying in width up to 200 yards. On this shelf the Pleistocene beds 
form a very distinct secondary and retreating cliff, which attains a maximum 
height of atout 40 feet, and is pretty constant for about a mile, measured from 
the Field River. The beds are chiefly of the sandy, mottled type, and in places, 
by induration, form sandstones. The latter are perfectly horizontal and finely 
laminated. One section showed a sandstone, about 18 inches in thickness, resting 
on the Cambrian beds, and was overlain by mottled sandy clays, with a vertical 
scarp of sandstone on top, about 12 feet in thickness. 

In a small washout, that cuts these alluvial beds transversely (the material 
from which is carried across and over the edge of the Cambrian platform), 
there is a remarkable assemblage of large, rounded stones, up to over a foot 
in diameter, and covering a space 20 yards wide, the origin of which is not 
very evident. As they occur at about % feet above sea level they can s<»rcely 
be regarded as an elevated beach deposit. The most plausible conclusion is that 
they are the coarser residues of the'washed alluvium—stones that proved too 
weighty for the small rain-wash to carry over the edge of the cliff. Some 
loose stones, washed out of the local sandstone, occur away from the direct line 
of the wash, and it is likely that the rounded stones formed part of one of the 
ancient lines of drainage, as in the case of an old river bed exposed in a railway 
cutting a little to the northward of Hallett's Cove railway station. 

At the end of the mile referred to, the upper cliff disappears, and gives 
place to a gentle slope of arable land with a low scarp of travertine limestone at 
the back. 

On the shelf, formed by the greater hardness of the rocks that form tlie lower 
cliff, as well as on the top of the upper cliff, patches of sand sometimes occur 
which, in places, are of considerable thickness. It is a very comm^ feature 
along the cliffs up to Sellick’s Hill, but its origin is not always easy o^xplana- 
tion. The probability is that these sand cappings have had more than one mode 
of origin. In certain low situations the .sand has been carried inland from the 
beach, by the wind, but in some instances the sand patches occur under circum¬ 
stances in which such an explanation seems unlikely, as, for example, where they 
occur on a high precipitous cliff with a rocky shore below that is practically 
destitute of sand. There is little doubt that some of the sand patches represent 
residuals of the Lower Pliocene beds, as well as the Pleistocene sandstone, which 
once extended over all this area, and are still seen in bedded form, occasionally, 
while the greater portions of the associated material have been removed by 
denudation. I'his explanation receives confirmation by the presence of char¬ 
acteristic water-worn pebbles associated with the sands, in places. These dry, 
sandy areas were favourite spots of the aborigines in selecting camping grounds, 
and yield many evidences of their presence in past times. 

A patch of sand, several acres in extent, occurs on the top and back of the 
cliffs a little to the southward of the Field River. It does not seem probable 
that the sand was blown up from the present beach, which is rocky and almost 
destitute of sand, and there is a nearly vertical height of about 100 feet separating 
the beach from the sand on the top of the cliffs. The present movement of the 
sand is in the direction of the sea coast and is blown over the edge of the cliffs. 
A patch of this sand, about two acres in extent, to the southward of Field lUver, 
recently placed under cultivation, has become entirely bared by the wind, exposing 
an old abori|;inal camping ground including many undisturbed hearths, while 
the surrounding ground is covered with stone dnppmgs. The floor is also ex¬ 
tensively strewn with nodules of white travertine tnat look as though the ground 
was covered by large hailstones. Some patchcjs of sand are probably connected 
with the extensive areas of blown sand tmU; exist inland, pertaining to the ancient 
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river system, as, for example, at Blackwood, Happy Valley, Morphett Vale, etc. 
In this fluviatile valley, Blackwood would represent the eastern side of the ancient 
river valley, Morphett Vale about the centre, and the coastline the western banks 
of what is now a ‘Mead” river. 

On the landward side of Curlew Point there occurs one of the most ex¬ 
tensive washouts to be found along the coast, A wide gully has been excavated 
by the rain, bounded by bare and vertical walls, 150 feet in height, and extends 
inland for about a quarter of a mile, and then, at its head, bifurcates in north 
and south branches (Howchin, W., 1918a, p. 70, fig. 54). It forms a remarkable 
exposure of the Pleistocene, or later, fluviatile beds. Its recent origin is indicated 
by the slight impression that the outflowing water has made on the nearly vertical 
sea-cliff, giving the features of a “hanging” valley. 

The following is a Geological Section of the beds as exposed a little north of 
Rocky Point:— 

Geological Age. Estimated Thickness. 

Recent —Nodular travertine .. 15 feet 

Sands and clays .. .. .. .. .. 20 feet 

Pleistocene —Mottled sandy clays with layers of hard white 
sandstone and water-worn pebbles, the harder beds show¬ 
ing vertical jointing .. .. .. .. .. .. 30 feet 

I-owER Pliocene —Hard, gritty, siliceous, and calcareous sand¬ 
stone, containing casts and impressions of fossils, coated 
on top with a nodular travertine .. .. .. .. 5 feet 

Cambrian —Rotten, purple-coloured slates .. .. .. 50 feet 

(Underlain by very siliceous quartzites that outcrop on the beach) 


SUB-SECTION C. 

ROCKY POINT TO THE MOUTH OP THE ONKAPARINGA RIVER 

(3 MILES). 


Cambrian Rocks in Section C. 


The Cambrian rocks make only a small exposure in the cliffs from Rocky 
Point to the outlet of the O^kaparinga River. The south-westerly strike of the 
beds having taken the strong outcrops of quartzite to seaward, the soft purple 
slates, overlying the latter, offer only a feeble resistance to the action of sea and 
rain, and, in consequence, the Cambrian beds disappear from the cliff sections 
within a short distance to the southward of Rocky Point, their place being taken 
by newer beds. 

From Rocky Point to the outlet of Morphett \ale Creek (a distance of 
about three-quarters of a mile) a remarkable combination of geological features 
present themselves (sec fig. 1). The cliffs being composed of comparatively 
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Section of Cliffs on the Northern side of Morphett Vale Creek. 


S, dunes. T, Travertine. .R, Recent Clays. L, Pleistocene Clays and 
Sandatonet. (See pi. xxiti., fig. 2, which gives a section of these beds with hard 
bed on top.) P, Lower Pliocene Fossiliferous Bed. W, White Sand, partly 
(urgillaceous. C, Cambrian Rotten Slates. 
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soft rocks have retreated and are set far back from the beach, leaving a shelf of 
broken and humpy ground, about a quarter of a mile in width, in which several 
stratigraphical unconformities are visible. 

At about half-way between Rocky Point and the Morphett Vale Creek, and 
midway between the beach and the high cliffs, there is an inlier of Cambrian 
slates, bluish in colour, and so soft as to be easily mashed by the fingers, like 
clay. These rotten slates are interbedded with occasional bands (up to 18 inches 
in thickness) of a ferrugino-aiRenaceous character, making strilnng effects in a 
contrast of colours. The dip of the beds is to the east at an average angle of 
65°. There are no further es^sures of Cambrian beds on the coast until a 
short distance before reaching Blanche Point. 

(?) Pre-Pliockne Beds in Section C. 

Underlying the fossiliferous Pliocene beds, and resting unconformably on 
the eroded edges of the Cambrian slates (as shown in text fig. 1) is a fresh¬ 
water series of sands, argillaceous sands, i^tty sands, and, occasionally, of fine 
gravel, mostly of a whitish colour. The sand is unconsolidated, perfectly soft 
and free to the feel and very uniform; it carries no fossils, and whilst weathering 
into what looks like laminar bedding, cannot be separated on the laminae, as it 
has no cohesion, but is subdivided by layers of ironstone or ferruginously 
cemented sand; the bed exhibits false bedding in places, and has a slight north¬ 
westerly dip. The plane of junction between this sand bed and the underlying 
Cambrian slates is a ferruginous lateritic layer an inch or two in thickness. 
This sand bed is seen to pass under the fossiliferous Pliocene bed on the northern 
side, and increases to a thickness of about 30 feet on its southern. Followdng 
which, the Pliocene sandstones have been removed by denudation, and the under¬ 
lying soft sand bed has also been reduced «q>osure and partly obscured by 
more recent deposits. A similar bed of white sand underlies the fossiliferous 
Pliocene at Haliett’s Cove (see p. 288), but whether the bed, now under descrip- 
ticm, has a closer stratigraphical relationship to the overlying Pliocene, or to the 
basal beds of the Miocene (seen further to the south), or torresponds to the 
white sandstone that intervenes between the fossiliferous Pliocene and the glacial 
till at Hidlett’s Cove, it is difficult to say. 

Lower Plkicene (Fossilifsbous) Beds in Section C. 

Between the sea-stack (on the beach) and Rocky Point two indentations 
have been made in the cliffs by rain erosion (see p. 286) by which excellent 
sections of the beds can be seen. The fossiliferous Pliocene that disappears 
at Hallett’s Cove, from denudation, reappears in the two small coves just men¬ 
tioned. When viewed from the beach the fossiliferous bed is easily distinguished 
from the other geological formations and forms the sky-line; but on reaching 
its level it is found that there is still another diff behind it. llie hard sandstone 
of the fossiliferous bed has protected the softor Cambrian beds beneath from 
denudation, while itself, more resisting than the overlying beds, forms a shdf, 
from the edge of whidi the softer beds of ci^ have retreated, and the latter, 
again, fonn a double line of stq^lementary dim at the back, the first consistit^ 
of the mottled daysy and the setxmd by the more recent days, finished off a 
travertine capping. 

^ The Pliocene bed is about 5 feet in thldctiess^ and, as a rule, Calcareo-siliceoas. 
It is raorii^y fossiliferous, locdly, eko^ on smne {danes in the hmldiiig, 
when the whole surface of the rock may bt odverad ter imemal casts of mohinwa, 
mostly of small bivalves, lometitnes maslsed hy a mmeral eoatiim. At one out¬ 
cry were tcdlected sodi t3^cal forms as Spmiyim ofmkota, Tate; JUnpmm 
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platymodes, Tate; and a specimen of PUsiastraea, which seems to differ from 
each of the two species of this genus described by Tennison Woods. 

The cliffs opposite to the Rocky Point stack consist mostly of alluvium 
which has been washed down on to the face of the soft and yielding Cambrian 
slates, and has, at the same time, obscured the outcrops of the fossiliferous 
Pliocene beds. They are no doubt continuous over this area, as some indications 
of their presence can be detected in a place or two, but they make no very dis¬ 
tinct feature in the cliffs until they are seen on the broad platform of the lower 
cliff, immediately to the south of Rocky Point, as described below. 

Near the northern end of this platform there is a conspicuous exposure of 
the fossiliferous Pliocene, forming a scarp about IS feet in height, and is con¬ 
tinued in a length of about 250 yards. The rock has been a calcareous sand¬ 
stone, but is now mostly leached of the calcium content Fossils occur in the 
rock sparingly, and chiefly as impressions on the bedding planes. Towards the 
southern end of this platform the Pliocene sandstone is entirely altered to a 
highly ferruginous and cavernous rock. This change in the lithological char¬ 
acter of the rock is maintained to the end of the platform area, and even beyond 
the isolated fragment, or butte (pi. xxiii., fig. 2), which marks the termination of 
the high cliffs to the southward. Ferruginous cappings occur still further to the 
southward, together with some red rocks, which may be inliers of the Fresh¬ 
water Series that underlie the fossiliferous Miocene beds that occur to the north¬ 
ward of Witton Bluff. 

Near the butte, just mentioned, are two washouts in the form of canyons, 
20 feet deep, that nm back from the beach almost to the base of the butte. On 
the southern side of these canyons is an isolated hill capped by the fossiliferous 
Pliocene. It forms an outlier from the main body of the rocks of this age, but 
has not been ferrugmated, as in the case of the adjacent Pliocene sandstones. 
The ted contains fossil impressions and an example of the characteristic 
foraminifer, Orbitohtes complanata, three-quarters of an inch in diameter, was 
obtained at this spot. The fossiliferous bed is underlain by the white sandstone 
found in the same position at other spots within the platform area. 

The outcrop of the Lower (fossiliferous) Pliocene within the limits of 
Section C extends for a distance of about one and a half miles. 

Miocene Beds in Section C, including the Underlying Freshwater 

Beds. 

From the outlet of Morphett Vale Creek to near Witton Bluff the sea-cliffs 
are composed exclusively of alluvial deposits which will be described later. Along 
moEt of the beach between these two points large rounded stones derived from 
the Miocene be^ are packed up by wave action against the foot of the clay 
ditfs, more particularly on the side towards the Bluff. It is not unlikely that 
these well-worn stones may have been derived from a reef of this rock that 
causes breakers about half a mile from the shore, although it is possible that, 
as beaeh stones, they may have travelled northward from the Bluff. 

Witton (or, more correctly. Whiten) Bluff, situated on the northern side 
of Port Koarhinga, is a prominent headland with a deep recess cut by the sea 
on its northern side. The greater part of the headland is composed of beds of 
Mleodie which are highly fossiliferous and show a distinct dip to the 

BOUth-wefit. In consequence of this tilt of the strata the base of the series is 
exposed on the northern side of the headland, and the upper portions pass below 

(*) The late Profosor Ralpli Tate and some other Austrafian sei^igista classified these 
h^ as BeHMOf ymfit Professor J. W. Grarary, P. Chapnan, R. B. Newton, and others with 
Etertvean esaw ei na, rnnird them as of huocene (Janjukian) age. See Report Brit. Assoc. 
Ada. ^Kieaotf Ra lrl-376. 




the surface before reaching the jetty on the southern side of the point. Most 
of the clay deposits of newer date have been removed by denudation from the 
surface of the fossiliferous rock; the latter faces the sea in scares and terraces, 
the white colour of the stone having suggested the name of the headland. 

The main bed in the fossiliferous series consists of whitish Turritella clays 
(T. aldingae), probably representing the same horizon as the darker-coloured 
clays, rich in Turritella, seen at Blanche Point, a few miles further to the south. 
While the gasteropod mentioned is extraordinarily abundant at Witton Bluff 
there is a scarcity of other fossil remains. Next to Turritella the most common 
occurrence is a large form polyzoa, which, although possessing only a very 
thin zooecium, spreads out into large convoluted fans that make masses up to 
18 inches in diameter. In no case is it well preserved, often only a ferruginous 
line marks the outline of the form. It has the habit of growth possessed by 
Retepora, and probably belongs to that genus, but I have been unable to examine 
the celiuliferous surface. Another common, but equally badly preserved, fossil 
occurs in large bunches of cylindrical and dichotomous stems, but failed under 
examination to give structure. It is often converted into a ferruginous cast 
and is probably a coral. The habit of growth of this organism 
suggests either Amphihelia striata, Ten. Woods, or Cladocora contortihs. 
Ten. Woods. Other fossils obtained included Dentalium (Bntalis) subfissura, 
I'ate; a considerable variety of spines belonging to the Echinozoa; and frag¬ 
ments of the stems of the interesting and rare crinoid, Pentacrims stellatus, 
Hutton; Ditrupa wofmbetiensus, McCoy; and one of the calcareous plates of 
a Cirriped that retains the orimnal colour bands. A washing of the white clay 
yielded a very large number of monactinellid sponge spicules. 

Resting on the Turritella clays (which are about 20 feet in thickness) is 
another whitish clay, more friable than the underlying bed and more sparingly 
fossiliferous; in it the Turritellac are rare. The upper white clay is about 
equal in thickness to the lower and more fossiliferous bed, and the whole section 
of the marine series, on the southern side of Witton Bluff, may be estimated 
at about 40 feet in thickness. 

In passing to the northern side of the Bluff, the beds outcropping more to 
the southward dis^pear, having been denuded as the result of a rise in the angle 
of dip, and lower beds of glauconitic sandstone make their appearance. These 
are highly fossiliferous and include a greater variety of forms fhan the beds 
higher in the series, consisting chiefly of 'mollusca, but the shells are matted 
together and somewhat difflcult to obtain entire. 



Two Stratigrapbical Unconformities seen on the North side of Witton Bluff. 

R, Recent Clays. L, Pleistocene Mottled Clays with stibansitlar stones irregularly 
distributed through the Clay. F, PrcMwatcr Bedsit underue the* 
Fotslliferotts Mioeene. 
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Immediately north of the Bluff the last-described bed is seen to rest on the 
Freshwater Senes—^the lowest member of the Miocene System—which rises from 
beneath the fossiliferous beds and, within a short distance, becomes the sole 
feature of the cliffs. In this outcrop these fluviatile beds, in their upper por¬ 
tions, consist of brownish, hne-grained sands, and in their lower, of a white 
laminated clay with bands of brilliant brick-red colour following the bedding 
planes, the whole making a cliff of about 35 feet in height, but the base of the 
beds is not seen. They extend northward for about a quarter of a mile, in 
gentle flexures, and disappear in that direction under the Pleistocene clays, 
which latter occupy an uneven line of erosion excavated on the upper surface 
of the older freshwater scries. At this point of junction a double unconformity 
is visible—^the Pleistocene (mottled) clays, in a steep plane of erosion, cut out 
the Older Tertiary; while the Pleistocene clays, again, are eroded in an irregular 
line by the newer (Recent) reddish clays and gravels that rest upon them (sec 
text fig. 2). 

The junction of the marine and freshwater beds, in this section, is marked 
by very peculiar features; there has, apparently, been an interaction between 
the two dissimilar beds; either the iron in the brownish freshwater sands 
penetrated and discoloured the lowest layers of the marine deposits, or the 
glauconite contained in the latter has become oxidised by means of infiltrating 
water and thus produced a peculiar piebald discolouration. The rock is brown and 
white in irregular and sharply-defined patches, the one colour interpenetrating 
the other in such a manner as sometimes to simulate organic remains. 

The sea is making rapid encroachments along this line of coast. The .soft 
nature of the cliffs and the narrow foreshore favour the action of the waves. 
A conspicuous sea-stack, known as the Whiten Rock (or Table Rock), situated 
about 50 yards from the headland, and which had, apparently, remained unaltered 
during the period of European occupation of the country, was, in 1911, washed 
away, by which one of the most picturesque features of the coast was 
destroyed. 

Pleistocene and Recent Beds in Section C. 

In such places along the coast, where the Cambrian beds are strong and act 
as barriers to the encroachment of the sea, the softer overlying rocks usually 
retreat from the edge of the cliff and form a second cliff with moderate slopes 
and rounded outlines. This is the case between Curlew Point and Rocky Point. 
Immediately to the southward of the last-named Point the clays, of two ages, 
form the main cliffs and arc set well back from the beach, reaching a height 
of about 150 feet. The older of the two, consisting of mottled (Pleistocene) 
clays and sandstones, rests unconformably on each, in turn, of the three older 
formations—the Cambrian slates, the freshwater sands, and the marine Pliocene 
—^that occupy the area between the beach and the main cliffs. They exhibit 
features that are identical with the other outcrims of these beds along the coast 
and also inland. They vary from a very stiff clay to laminated sandstones, 
and, in places, contain lenticles of gravel made up principally of pebbles derived 
by erdsion from the local exposures of purple slates anu sandstones. The beds 
of sandstone (which are Usually of a deep-red colour, or mottled red and grey), 
by virtue of their superior hardness often make prominent outcrops with vertical 
faces, 

Resting on the variegated clays and sandstones is a neenish-coloured clay 
that is less resisting to the weather and has a slope lower than the mottled clays. 
This u^er day bed is capped by nodular travertine, white marly subsoil, and 
surface s«^; the Ihnestone is probably a precipitate from surface waters that 
drain over die Brighton limestone series that outcrop at a short distance from 
the coast oh tihe wadward slopes. 
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There could scarcely he a more striking illustration of rain erosion than is 
seen in these lofty and bare cliffs, set far b»^ from the sea, the waves of which 
have never washed their base, yet they are wasting so rapidly that no living 
plant can establish a footing on their slopes. Th^ do not weather in a straight 
line, but the rain sculptures the face of the cliffs into regular scallops, nicked by 
crevims and varied with coves and buttes. At the southern end the cliffs are 
suddenly truncated facing to the outlet of Morphett Vale Creek, where a pic¬ 
turesque butte (see pi. xxiii., fig. 2) has been isolated and is surrounded by many 
acres of perfectly bare clay, undergoing waste, which, on a small scale, recalls 
to mind the "bad lands” of the Colorado. 

The outlet of the Morphett Vale Creek is largely choked by sandhills which 
form the banks on eiffier side. On the southern side of the creek, and for some 
distance in the same direction, there are usually thick layers of a black and 
ruby-coloured sand piled up against the base of the cliffs, giving the sands an 
appearance of being covered with coal dust. 

A little south of the Morphett Vale Creek the upper clay beds of Recent 
age b^n to show themselves at about hi|^-water mark and form a cliff about 
10 feet in height. As these beds are washed by high tides the cUff is rwidly 
retreating. These clays continue to form the otdy feature of the sea-clifi for 
about a mile in length, the latter slowly increasing in height as it goes southward. 
At about half-distance between the Morphett Vale Creek and Witton Bluff the 
underlying mottled clays and sands begin to show themselves in the cliff section. 
The contrast between the two beds of day is here very marked. The lower 
bed IS a compact, greenish and reddish mottled sandy clay, carrying numerous 
angular, or more or less rounded, stones sporadically distributed through the mass 
and lying at all angles. The bed is suffidently tenacious to resist for some time 
the action of the waves, as large patches, a foot or two in height, occupy the 
beach between tides. Harder portions that have become strengthened by cal¬ 
careous or siliceous infiltrations stand up as ridges intersecting the beach after 
the softer portions have been washed away. The bed, in its upper limits, 
becomes grey and red, in mottled patches, but preserves its essential features in 
its compactness and the sporadic manner in which the included stones are dis¬ 
tributed. In both cases the stones consist mainly of quartz and quartzite, and 
in addition to these there are irregular concretions such as are commonly found 
in fluviatile sediments. A precisely similar clay bed makes a low cliff a little 
south of the mouth of the Aldinga Creek. 

The relationship which the newer and less compact clays bear to the older 
mottled clays cmi be wdl studied on this part of the coast. A very distinct 
unconformity can sometimes be recognized between the respective beds—the 
overlying reddish days and water-sorted gravels occupy gutters of erosion in 
the underlying compact clay. 

With the exception of a large <»nical sandhill, situated a little south of the 
Morphett Vale Creek, no importam sandhills exist at prseent between that 
creek and Witton Bluff, the wind having swept the low cliffs entridy bare of 
their sand, and the exposed ffoor consists of a continuous sheet of nodular 
travertine. 

From the jetty at Port Koadunga to the mouth of the Onkaparinga— 
about a mile of coast—there are unifo|m features. The wtude distance is 
covered by sand dunes which rise to a bei|^ of 50 feet or 60 feet As soon aa 
the ddd fiats are reached, at the mouth m the river, the tfider ntariiM Tertiair 
beds appe&t in the form of low tabular «xpomt*A situated between tide aarks. 
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SUBJECTION D. 

FROM THE MOUTH OF THB ONKAPARINGA RIVER TO THE 
RED OCHRE COVE (4 MILES). 

Miocene Beds of Section D (including a small Outlie* of 
Fossiliferous Pliocene). 

The estuary of the Onkaparinga has been excavated to base level in the 
marine beds of the Miocene. The latter can be seen at, or below, sea level in the 
broad entrance to the river and in cliffs on either side of the wide estuarine 
flats; they are exposed in the railway cutting and are banked up against the 
Upper Cambrian purple slates on both sides of the Noarlunga township. On 
the north side of the township the beds have a decided dip to the south-west 
and exhibit shelvings below high-water mark. On the southern side, at the 
convex bend of the “horseshoe,” they form the cliff, bounded by the purple slates 
on the one side and clay beds and gravels on the other. 

Fossiliferous beds of the same age occur in two railway cuttings near 
Hackham, and also on the adjacent main road, about three miles to the north¬ 
east of Noarlunga, at an elevation of 200 feet above .sea level. Further again 
to the northward highly glauconitic fossiliferous clays underlie Morphett Vale 
and are exposed in the cuttings at Happy Valley reservoir. At about one mile 
up the Onkaparinga River front Noarlunga. the junction of the Adelaide Series 
and the Cambrian purple slates can again be studied, where the Brighton lime¬ 
stone crosses the river in contact with the purple slates, and, about four miles 
further up the gorge, the stream intersects the Cambrian tillite. 

Within half a mile of the sea the Onkaparinga narrows its bed with high 
sandhills on its northern side, and on its southern side the older marine beds 
(Miocene) make prominent and often vertical cliffs. The lowest exposed beds 
in the series outcrop at the landward end of the cliffs. At that end the beds 
consist of polyzoal rock, 2 feet to 3 feet in thickness, alternating with glauconitic 
clays which arc sparingly fossiliferous. The upper members consist of grey- 
coloured argillaceous, varying to sandy, rocks, in which fossils are scarce, and 
these beds are capped by a hard calcareous sandstone, also poor in fossils. 

At the southern head to the entrance of the river the marine beds are much 
weathered, by the waves on the one side and the rain on the other, into hard 
and bare terraces. Within the heads they have a thickness of about 30 feet 
and are capped by Recent reddish clays and gravels. The newer marine series 
(Miocene) is not represented in this section and in positions higher up the 
estuary, where the lower marine beds come to the surface, they are capped by 
only a thin layer of travertine. The fossils mostly belong to the polyzoa. 
CtUepora gambierensts, Tennison Woods, is particularly abundant; there also 
occur examples of Reticulipora, Lkhenopora, Pecten hochstttteri, Zittel, scat¬ 
tered spines of Echinozoa, etc. 

On rounding the headland which forms the southern boundaiy to the 
entrai^ Of the Onkaparinga, going southward, the lower marine beds form low 
diffs and also platforms on the beach. Here they are richly fossiliferous in 
certain forms, especially the large and massive rap-shaped CelUpora, and many 
peetens, int^diiw P, eyerei, Tate; P. flindersi, Tate; P. peroni, Tate; and 
P, kgck^eiteri, Zittel. 

The beds, both within the limits of the estuary and also along the beach to 
the southward, roll in gentle and extended curves having a general dip to the 
south-west, with an extreme inclination of about 4**. In consequence of this 
pitcii thcjlir giradually pass down to sea level and for some distance are confined 
to the beSra, between tide lines, and can be traced almost to the outlet of 
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Pedler’s Creek, a distance of nearly two miles. Before this creek is reached, 
however, there is a small outlier of the newer marine beds on the beach, but 
above high-water level, which is fossiliferous, and yielded such typical forms as 
Ostrea arenicola, Tate; Lagauum platymodes, Tate; and Pec ten antiaustralis, 
Tate. This is the only known occurrence of rocks of this age between the 
Aldinga cliffs and the area previously described, situated on the northern side 
of Morphett Vale Creek. 

On the southern side of the sandhills (that occupy the low ground at the 
mouth of Pedler’s Creek) is another small but interesting outlier of the fossili¬ 
ferous Miocene beds. It is probable that they have been preserved by a trough 
fault that has brought them into contact with the broken edges of the Cambrian 
strata. A small fragment of the underlying freshwater beds is exposed in a 
washout at the back of the section, and, resting on these, is a very white argil¬ 
laceous limestone which bears a close likeness to the Witton Bluff bed.s, and, 
like the latter, is no doubt a bleached form of the less altered Aldinga Turritclla 
clays. The fossiliferous beds are about 20 feet in thickness, having a dip of 
24° to the north-west. They form the main cliff for about 100 yards in length, 
and pass out of sight on the northern side beneath the newer deposits. About 
200 yards to the northward of this outcrop the same beds are seen, at low-water 
level, in several parallel ridges that rise about a foot above the level of the 
beach. Their slight elevation makes it difhcult to estimate their angle of dip, 
but they appear to have a higher inclination than the beds in the cliff section 
and the dip is more westerly. One of these outcrops is an exact counterpart of 
the dark-coloured Turritella clays of Blanche Point. The beds on the beach 
are more fossiliferous than those in the cliffs and the fossils are better preserved. 
Turritella aldingac, Tate, is in great numbers (as casts in the cliff beds but 
with shells preserved in the outcrops on the beach); casts of Valuta sp., Cypritea 
sp., and Dentalium sp.; Pecten hochstetteri, Zittel; Magellania sp. (crushed 
fragment);‘large masses of Cellcpora gambierensis. Ten. Woods; also the 
imperfectly preserved (?) Retepora and (?) Cladocora contortilis, Ten. Woods> 
occur, embedded in the clay, as in the Witton Bluff section. Many and various 
spines of Echini are scattered through the bed, but no echinoid test was seen 
in situ, although plates of Cidaris were found, and a fine example of Holaster 
australiae, Duncan, was picked up on the beach. 

Cambrian Beds in Section D. 

The Cambrian beds aljut against the lower marine outlier, just described, 
on its southern side, and, for alwut a mile in length, once more make the prin¬ 
cipal feature in the sea-cliffs. The beds consist of purple and grey slates inter- 
bedded with very strong whitish and fine-grained quarteites. The beds roll in 
flexures up to a dip of 45° and are covered bv a retreating cliff of the reddish 
clays, while the latter are capped by a considerable development of a white, earthy 
travertine, which is also set back from the face of the cliffs, so that, as a conse¬ 
quence of the variable degrees of weathering, the cliffs consist of three distinct 
faces and two ledges. 

Near the southern limits of the line of cliffs, just described, there is a small 
cove that has been eroded on the axis of an anticlinal ftfld in the Cambrian 
slates. T|ie beds are almost clay-like in their softness, and, as they are excep¬ 
tionally highly coloured, the place has been a rendezvous for the aborigines m 
past times for obtaining red ochre for personal ornamentation and other 
decorations. 

,On the southern side of this little cove the Cambrian rodcs make a low 
point and once more disappear from view and arc overlain by the freshwater 
beds of the lowest member of the Tertiary succession, which, frtwn this pointy 
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form the most important feature in the sea-clitfs till Blanche Point is reached, 
a distance of a mile and a half. As these beds rise from Iwneath the older 
marine series at Blanche Point it will be more convenient to study them in con¬ 
nection with that part of the section and then trace their outcrops to the north¬ 
ward, which will be done in the next division of our subject. 

Pleistocene and Recent Beds in .Section I). 

The main cliffs that occur between the estuary ot the Onkaparinga and 
Pedler’s Creek are formed of reddish clays and gravel, much incised by 
rain .sculpture. They reach their maximum height in the headland of Scaford 
(Sec. 340, Hundred of Willunga), at 100 feet, and have a bed of coarse and 
hard nodular travertine, 6 feet in thickness, near their upper limits; large 
blocks of this travertine encumber the beach. 

Pedler’s Creek is the most important outlet for surface drainage between 
the River Onkaparinga and the Myponga Creek, and at its mouth there is the 
greatest development of sand-dunes that occurs within the limits of (lulf St. 
Vincent. 'They have a frontage to the sea of about a mile in extent, and, on the 
southeni side of the stream, they are a travelling nia-ss, up to 100 feet in height, 
encroaching towards the north-east. This drift has evidently been long cstab- 
li.shed, as the creek has been gradually driven, by their encroachment, further and 
still further to the northward. Its former outlet (into which the sea .still flows 
in high tides) has been, quite recently, cut off from the main creek by the 
encroaching sand, and the flood waters have had to t.ike a more circuitous 
course, while much cultivated land has become buried b> the sand drifts. 

An interesting feature of this part of the coast is the existence of a raised 
beach, evidences of which occur on IkuIi sides of the entrance to the creek. 
On the southern side a ridge of large rounded stones occurs cnclo.sed within the 
present sandhills, distant from the beach by alxmt 20 yards, and at a height 
of 12 feet above the present highest tides (sec pi xxiii., fig. 1). The.se stones have 
been piled up by powerful wave action and in positions where no waves can 
reach them now. At the back of this raised bank of stones is a much larger 
area, more or less covered with rounded stones, and the usual littoral of a sea 
beach. This area has been recently bared by the wind and contains evidences 
of aborigines’ occupation in numerous hearths, chipped stones, and broken 
Turbo, Purpura, and other shells, but the beach stones are far too numerous to 
be referred, in their entirety, to human agency, while many of the marine 
exuviae are of a kind that did not come within the range of the aborigines’ 
attentions. A very large number of the shell, Chama rudcralis, l^m., occurs, 
many having both valves attached; also numerous small corals, polyzoa, brachio- 
pods, and small mollu.sca, together with other beach sunclries. In one place, on 
the northern side of the creek and near the landward limits of the raised beach 
area, a bed of CoxleUa badgerensis, Johns, has formed a whitish calcareous 
deposit, which suggests the existence of a brackish pool or lagoon in which the 
waters of the sea and creek mingled, and in which this brackish-water gasteropod 
abounded. 

SUB-SECTION E. 

RED OCHRE COVE TO SNAPPER POINT (4| MILES). 

Miocene Series in Section E. 

Blanche Point, 140 feet in height, is the most striking headland within the 
limits of the coastline now under description. It consists of several subsidiary 
points, separated by small bays, together with a .sea-stack (“gull-rock”) that is 
usually surrouilded by water. There is a close similarity between Witton Bluff 
(Port Noariunga) and Blanche Point, both geologically and physiographically. 
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Each of these headlands owes its existence to the presence of weather-resisting 
caJcareo-atgillaceous marine beds. The latter belong, respectively, to the same 
geological m>rizons, the beds have about the same angle of inclination, and the 
occurrence of the softer Duviatile basal beds has led to a deep recession of the 
cliffs on the northern side of each of these headlands. 

Basal Freshwater Beds .—^The cliffs on the northern side of Blanche Point run 
due east and west for about half a mile, and then make a sharp turn due north 
(Maslin Bay). In this angle the basal (Tertiary) Freshwater Series is exposed 
and its junction with the overlying lower marine l^ds can be studied at sea level 
at about half tides. The beds rise, in a gradient of from 3^ to 5° to the north¬ 
east. The marine beds gradually run out on this plane (truncated at the 
surface), and at about a third of a mile, to the north of the bend, the fossiliferous 
Tertiaries cease to appear in the clifl^ and the mottled clays (Pleistocene) then 
rest directly on the basal fluviatile beds. The lowest fossiliferous horizon is 
glauconitic, and this bed rests on a greenish sand, which is not fossiliferous 
(except near its upper limits), and passes down to a brownish argillaceous sand¬ 
stone which is, apparently, of freshwater origin. 

The cliffs on the northern side of Blanche Point (Maslin Bay) are almost en¬ 
tirely composed of this Freshwater Series—^brown and greenish laminated sands, 
generally very soft and friable, with thin leaf-like layers of ironstone at intervals. 
In places these beds show more consolidation and outcrops occur, between the tide 
levels on the beach, where they are sufficiently strong to resist the force of the 
waves. The beds show a thickness up to 60 feet in some cliff faces, but are 
subject to land slips; one such I noted, in 1911, that had shortly before slid 
many thousands of tons down to the beach. 

In the neighbourhood of Bennett’s Creek (the first creek north of Blanche 
Point, at a distance of about a mile, and situated in Sec. 368, Hundred of Wil- 
lunga) the beds are cappe'd by a bed of buff-coloured, compact, and very 
homogeneous travertine, large blocks of which have fallen to the beach. The 
surface of the limestone shows a peculiar weathering, in small parallel flutes, 
having a smooth, shiny surface. At a point, just north of Bennett’s Creek, 
an outlier of the mottled clays is seen resting on the top of the travertine, just 
described, and on the top of the mottled clays is another travertine deposit, a few 
inches thick, and quite distinct in appearance from the one on the lower horizon. 
This would appear to imply a very considerable age to the latter. 

About half a mile further north than Bennett’s Cr^k is a sntall creek, or 
washout, that has cut a deep canyon in the Lower Tertiary Freshwater Series, 
with vertical walls, 30 feet in height. {This observation was made in 1911; in 
a later visit to this spot, in 1913, some of these vertical banks were found to 
have caved in.] The brown and greenish laminated sands here rest on a lower 
horizon of yellow, laminated sands, with thin layers of small subangular quartz 
pebbles possessing an average size of about half an inch in diameter. The 
sediments are false-bedded and irregedar, with an average thickness of 3 feet. 
Then follow, in descending order, a drab-^loured plastic clay, 6 inches in thick¬ 
ness, and then a very coarse quattzose sand ftmich blackeoM in some layers), 
and layers of rather coarse gravel, the constituents being tdmpst restricted to 
white quartz, a few examples of quartz, and quartzites rare; all the stones 
are well water-worn and make a bed 3 feet in thicMiess. limonite, in the form 
of thin leaves, layers, and nodules, occur in these beds as in the hinder members 
of the series. 

On the northern side of the canyon, just described, ffiese lower freshwater 
beds are much obscured by sand, blown from the beadi, as well as from 
weathering and rain-wash from the overlyiBf reddish-mottled smidsttmea, but 
the tqper limits of the Fresfawsder Series is huimated by the distinctive traver^nei 
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described above, which is here much decreased in thickness, partially leached, 
and its upper portions converted into limonite. 

In another small washout the same clay bed (mentioned above as being 
6 inches in thickness in the canyon washout) is seen to have thickened to 6 feet, 
and the underlying, white, quartzose sand bed is much coarser and the asso¬ 
ciated gravels larger in the grain, arising from the fact, no doubt, that the beds 
are almost down to bed rock. 

The beds of the Cambrian Series come to the surface at a slight headland, 
immediately following the coarse sediments of the fluviatile series described in 
the last paragraph. The Cambrians are represented chiefly by a light-coloured, 
fine-grained, very siliceous quartzite, similar to outcrops noted further to the 
north, and have a dip south at 38°. The actual junction of the base of the 
Tertiary sediments with the bed rock cannot be seen, but there is a white, sandy, 
kaolin rock, with red streaks in it, exposed in a small washout, that may be 
the covering rock, and, in any case, it is very near the base. 

Outliers of what are assumed to be the basal I'ertiaries occur near the 
red-ochre cove, and also at the base of the marine Tertiaries, seen in the cliff 
section on the southern side of Pedler’s Creek, as described above. 

Fossiliferous Miocene Beds .—The marine Tertiary beds (lower and upper) 
in this line of outcrop extend from about a third of a mile northward of Blanche 
Point, and, southward, to a little south of Snapper Point, a distance, in a direct 
line, of about 3 miles. They have their greatest development in the sea- 
cliffs at Blanche Point. The rapid transitions m the nature of the deposits 
is well illustrated when the section on the northern side of the Point is compared 
with that on the southern side. 

On the northern side of Blanche Point the lowest bed of the marine series 
is a pinkish-coloured limestone, about 5 feet in thickness, which is very fossili¬ 
ferous, including many echini, brachiopods, polyzoa, etc. 'J'he next, following, 
is a greenish-white limestone, highly glauconitic, about 2 feet in thickness, and 
also very fossiliferous, the forms being similar to those present in the underlying 
bed, the upper portion being especially rich in Turritclla aldingae, Tate. The 
two limestones, just described, appear to represent, in part, the very different 
dark-coloured earthy limestones largely developed on the southern side of the 
Point. The beds at a higher horizon are similar to those occupying a correspond¬ 
ing position on the southern side. In the return angle, to the north, the lower beds, 
rich in eeWnoderms, occupy the slopes of the cliff and, becoming more weathered 
as they approach the surface, supply an excellent collecting ground for fossils. 
The lower marine beds thin rapidly on the northern side and are reduced, 
within a few hundred yards, to half their thickness, the result probably of a 
floor of erosion along the plane of unconformability separating the two marine 
series. The glauconitic bed maintains its chaiacteristit colour and can be easily 
followed hy the eye along the face of the cliff. The overlying newer marine 
beds also thin out in the same direction, cau.sed also by a plane of erosion of a 
later date, and within less than half a mile of the angle-bend both series have 
disappeared, the limestone passing rather abruptly from the cliff section, and 
the Pleistocene sands and clays rest directly on the fluviatile beds that have 
arisen from ^ncath the fossiliferous Tertiary rocks. 

Blanche Point can be rounded, on foot, only at lowest tides. On the 
soothem aide (see pi. xxii., fig. 1) the lowest bed exposed is a dark-coloured 
ai^kceous limestone (or calcareous clay) divided up into alternating harder 
aiM softer beds that are crowded with the gastropod shell, TutriteUa aldingae, 
Tate^ These Tufritella clays show a thickness of ol feet, and with a slight dip, 
a litne west of south, th^ form the littonU, 150 yards in width, and pass below 
sea levd at low water. The latter are overlain by a yellowish, argillaceous, and 
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sandy bed, which passes, in places, intd a rock consisting almost entirely of 
broken polyzoal remains. Fossils are fairly common in the bed, bat have a 
limited range as to species; thickness of bed, 30 feet The face of the cliff is 
almost vertical. In the lower part, the upper members of the Miocene Series 
are exposed, the harder layers standing out in relief, as shown in the photograph; 
and, near the top of the cliff, the Lower Pliocene limestone, underlain by a 
reddish sandstone that carries most of the fossils of these beds, can be seen 
(see also Tate, R., 1896, p. 123). 

The headland of Blanche Point forms the northern limits of Aldinga Bay. 
From this point the cliffs make a slight landward curve and lose their precipitous 
character. Between the headland and Aldinga Creek (about a mile) 
the cliffs arc in three stagjps. The lowest scarp is formed by Recent clays and 
blown sand, which make a hummocky slope lying arainst the Tertiary beds and, 
for the most part, obscuring the outcrops of the Tatter. The second scarp is 
formed by the white limestone of the Lower Pliocene beds, which, being resistent 
to weathering, makes not only a scarp face, but a well-defined platform or shelf. 
On this sheTf—set back from the edge—^the older and newer fiuviatile bed.s 
form a third scarp. 

The Aldinga Creek, which reaches the sea near the township of Port Wil- 
lunga, breaches the cliffs and interrupts the continuity of the section. The cliffs 
that rise on the northern side of the creek exhibit some interesting features. A 
highly coloured bed of sandy clay, in red and yellow layers, forms a conspicuous 
feature in the cliff face, near the base. No fossils could be detected in this 
bed, which has the appearance of being a freshwater deposit. It is from 4 feet 
to 5 feet in thickness, and is seen to rest conformably on a dark-coloured clay 
that is sparingly fossiliferous near the plane of junction. One or two examples 
of Limopsis tnsoHta and Turritello aldingae were observed here; but at a lower 
level, in the same bed, situated on the tidal slope, remains of Turritello are 
abundant. 

Resting on the highly-coloured clay bed is a yellowish limestone consisting 
almost exclusively of small polyzoal remains. It is false-bedded and fissile, and 
is overlain by the Lower Pliocene sands and limestones. This section proves 
that the reddish (?) freshwater bed is included in the Miocene Series. The 
|i>ed8 here have a dip of from 3® to 4® in a south-westward direction. This 
inclination causes the red-coloured bed to dip below the' surface to the south¬ 
ward, but takes a rise to the northyrard. 

At about a quarter of a mile to the northward of Aldinga Creek—on the 
northern side of the Memorial Life Buoy erected on the beach—^the red clay bed 
makes a small waterfall in a washout, and is underlain and overlain by beds 
as they occur at Aldinga Creek (described above). No continuous section of the 
Miocene beds can be traced from this point, for nearly a mile, being much 
obscured by Recent clays. The red clay bed (interstratified with the fossiliferous 
Miocene), of supposed freshwater ori^n, is seen at intervals for some distance 
beyond the washout, mentioned above, but appears to thin out to the northward. 

At Port Willunga jetty the older marine beds are represented by more or 
less consolidated sands that are exposed in a thickness of about 20 feet and are 
moderately fossiliferous. On account of the open texture of the rock the 
organic remains are limited to sudi forms as are the more stable in relation to 
the circulating waters that cause solution, such as Pecten, MogeUonio and other 
brachiopods, polyzoa, echinoderms, etc. Jt is difficult to say whether this 
lithological change in the sediments is due to ioetd variation rimply, or whether 
theM sandy d^sits occupy a stratignpldcal position superior to uose exposed 
at Blanche Point, but were removed from tm latter by denudation before the 
lajdng down of the newer marine deposits whlidt cover all alike, A break in the 
cltfF section leaves this an open question. 
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On the landward side of Blanche Point the older marine beds form a strip 
of country, bordering the coast, for at least a mile and a half in width. A little 
east of Port Willunga, a north and south district road crosses the Aldinga Creek 
(Sec. 392, Hundred of Willunga), and in a cutting on the northern side of the 
stream these beds are exposed. The main road to Adelaide crosses the Aldinga 
Creek on the eastern side of the township, and after crossing the first ridge on 
the road and rising to the second, going northwards, the road passes through a 
deep cutting, at the southern end of which are marlstones containing remains of 
Pecten, Turritella aldingae, etc. (Secs. 377, 179, Hundred of Willunga). These 
fossiliferous beds are overlain bv ancient fluviatile deposits. Still further to the 
north (but situated on the parallel road to the westward of the main road) are 
other outcrops of these beds. This district road, on the northern side of Ben¬ 
nett’s Creek, goes through a deep cutting of the marine beds in which the char¬ 
acteristic Turritella occurs in great numbers. The fossiliferous rock is seen, 
not only on the road, but in outcrops in the adjoining grounds facing into 
Bennett's Creek (Sec. 374, Hundred of Willunga). The beds have an easterly 
trend and are no doubt connected with the outcrops on the main road described 
above. Similar outcrops can be traced at intervals as far as McLaren Vale, 
four and a half miles from the coast, A ridge of these rocks occurs on the 
northern side of McLaren Vale railway station—^the district road that passes 
the station, going north, exposes a section of the beds in a cutting on the rise. 
The beds have also been proved in various sinkings in the neighbourhood, and 
are indicated, in places, by fossiliferous surface stones scattered over the culti¬ 
vated land. 

Between the township of Port Willunga and the jetty the older marine beds 
form the lower portion of the cliff in vertical walls of calcareo-siliceous rocks, 
but include layers of an argillaceous character. The gradual dip of the beds to 
the south-west, at a low angle, reduces the height of the cliffs to the southward, 
until each superior bed, in turn, reaches sea level. 

From Port Willunga jetty, southwards, there is a wide floor of the Tertiary 
rocks, extending from the base of the cliffs, seawards, representing a plain of 
marine denudation that is bared at low water. At Snapper Point this marine 
pavement lias a width of, at least, a quarter of a mile which is bared at low water 
and evidently causes shallow water much further out to sea. Snapper Point 
presents the unusual feature of a headland that has a greater extent of foreshore 
than the cliffs on either side. This no doubt arises from the great breadth of 
the rock pavement which breaks the force of the sea and has led to an accumula¬ 
tion of sand in front of the Point. ITic sea has receded at this point, within 
recent times, the cliffs being situated inland and are bordered by a festoon of 
sandhills, between the cliffs and high-water mark, with a well-grassed valley 
between the sandhills and the cliffs. 

Lower Pliocene Beds in Section E. 

The fossiliferous Pliocene beds are practically continuous from Blanche 
Point to Snwper Point. At Blanche Point the beds form the upper limits of 
the vertical face of the lower cliff. Southward from the Point they make a 
distinct scarp and platform in the cliffs, as far as Aldinga Creek, the white, 
cra ffv limestone of the beds rendering them conspicuous. 

These newer marine beds are, in a general way, divisible into two parts 
whidt Are very much in contrast from each other. The lower portions consist 
of while and reddish sands, either friable or irr^larly cemented, and contain 
most of the fossils. The upper portions consist of a white marly limestone, 
often concretionary in structure, and weathers into a rough and craggy face 
which is, generally, the most prominent feature in the outcrops. Grains of 



sand are often irregularly distributed through the limestone, and fossils, when 
they do occur, appear to be limits to its basal portions. At Port Wiliuiwa 
jetty, beds of this age occupv an intermediate position between the older marine 
below, and the I^eistocene clays that overlie them, and dc^e gradually with the 
dip to the level of the beach on the southern side of Snapper Point. 

This gradual {negation of the Tertiary beds to the southward brings 
within reach, in succession, the upper beds and provides good hunting grounds 
for the fossils of the Upper M^ne Series. Many of the forms which are common 
in the lower marine Tertiary, wch as polyzoa, brachiopods, echinodermata, and 
corals, are almost absent from the newer (Pliocene) Marine Series, but Ostrta 
arenicola, Tate, is extremely common, many havii^ the two valves attached; 
Spondylus arenicola, Tate; Pecten antiaustralis, Tate; P. snhbifrons, Tate; 
and Laganutn platymodes, Tate, are characteristic forms and somewhat common. 
Local silidfication has cemented some portions of the matrix, while other parts 
remain free, and, from this fact, many fossils can be easily cleared of the 
matrix on one side while firmly held by the silicihed rock at another. The 
thickness of the beds averages about 20 feet. 

The white marly limestone, which forms the upper portions of these beds, 
comes down to sea level on the southern side of Snapper Point, and exhibits some 
interesting features, lltere is a sharp line of separation between the limestone 
and the fossiliferous beds beneath. The latter have been greatly leached of 
their lime content and, mostly, retain only external impressions and casts of their 
organic remains. The con^sition and structure of the overljring limestone are 
much in contrast from that of the fossiliferous bed, being often markedly nodular, 
and the rock contains rounded and angular stones that are foreign to the rock 
in which they occur. Among these induded stones are examples of the fosstli- 
ferous rock on which the limestone rests. There are also in the limestone very 
curious rope<like forms that are sometimes knotted and twisted, and, when 
microscopically examined, appear to have a kind of cellular structure. Th^ 
vary in size from small twigs to large rooMike masses, 4 to 5 inches in diameter. 
These features are very suf^estive of a travertine limestone, and, if so, supplies 
important evidences concerning the hiatus which exists between the marine condi> 
tions, indicated by the underlying bed, and the mottled clays (? Pleistocene) 
which follow next in the order of succession. When the sea*bed was raised 
to dry land (given suitable climatic conditions) a travertine would form on its 
exposed surfaces, as occurs in this country at the present d^ on all calcareous 
soils in dry situations, and would account for the le^hed condition of the fossili¬ 
ferous marine bed, the lime having been extracted from such by circulating waters 
and precipitated as a capping on its U|^r limits. Tlie inclusion of stones and 
fossils in the limestone near the plane of junction is what would naturally occur 
in such a process, and the ropy, stem-like forms, found in certain positions in 
the limestone, is paralleled by the sand-pipes and stem-casts which are constant 
features of the surface travertine and calcareous sands at the present time. The 
removal of the lime from the fossiliferous sands prepared the way for the 
entrance of silicated waters whkl^ in many instances, have filled up the inter¬ 
stices with silica and produced siliceous pseudomorphs of the organic remains. 
A newer travertine, of Recent age, occurs in the same section near the top of 
the cliffs. 

On the southern side of Snapper Point the Tertiary limestones make a ^ht 
idiow near the base of the diffs and occupy most of the beach. Th^ can be 
traced along the littoral for about a mSe from the Point, when ttey are no 
longer visiMe, havhu: dipped bdow the level of low^ater mark. Th^ ate 
not seen again until the wide and open ndley of the former Onkaparinga outlet 
is passed, when they re« 4 ^r under new •trathp^lo'cal lesdotes. 



307 


Pleistocene and Recent Beds in Section E. 

The Pleistocene and Recent beds in Section £ maintain a close resemblance 
to those already described that occur to the northwards. The form in which 
the upper argillaceous beds retreat from the edge of the harder under-cliff is 
well seen when Blanche Point is viewed from a short distance, or, when standing 
on the midshelf formed by such retreat, as shown in pi. xxii., iig. 2. 

The outlet to Aldinga Creek (at Port Willunga) possesses some features 
of geological interest. The creek has cut its w%iy down to base level. Where 
it makes its exit to the beach there are remains of an ancient carbonaceous mud 
deposit that is sufficiently indurated to withstand the action of the waves for 
some time. It is best seen on the northern side, as the southern banks are 
obscured by drift sand. The present stream has worn its way down through 
the old fluviatile deposit to a depth of about 8 feet without exposing its base. 
The adjoining cliff, facing the sea, supplies a section of the bed to this extent 
and shows that the carbonaceous mud deposit occupies the position of a wedge 
that divides the older (mottled) clays from the newer reddish clays, and thins 
out to nothing between these two formations. The indurated mud contains 
many plant impressions, but these are too fragmentary and decayed for deter¬ 
mination. In one place numerous shells of the gastcropod, Coxiella badgerensis, 
were seen grouped together on one of the layers. This carbonaceous bed gives 
evidence of the existence, at a former time, of a sluggish pool of fresh or bracki.sh 
water that Bowed at a higher level than it does to-day, and probably met the sea 
at a point further to the westward than it does at present. 

SUB-SECTION F. 

FROM A LITTLE SOUTH OP SNAPPER POINT TO SELLICK'S HILL 

BEACH ROAD <3} MILES). 

There are few physical features that distinguish this portion of the coast. 
About a mile to tire southward of Snapper Point the sea-cliffs disappear and are 
replaced by low sand dunes which mark the northern side of the alluvial 
valley, three miles in width, which represents the ancient river flats of the Onka- 
paringa before its diversion 12 miles to the northward. The country between 
Aldinga and Sellick’s Hill, by road, is quite flat. On the Sellick’s Hill side of 
the valley a number of weak springs make a seepage from the hill sides. This, 
together with a small amount of drainage derived from the local rainfall, finds 
its way to the coast, but being dammed back by the sand dunes, forms a small 
brackish lagoon (the "Salt Lake”) which, in summer, usually evaporates, leaving 
& saline incrustation on the surface. This is all that is left of what was, in the 
near past, the outlet of one of the more important rivers of southern Australia. 

Shortly after passing the lagoon, going southward, the clay cliffs begin to 
show ag&in with a gradual increase in height. A serious washout has devdoped 
gn these beds at the lower end of the district road that leads from Sellick’s 
Hill to the l^ch. It is said to have been start^ by an adjacent landowner 
haying turned the drainage from his field into the road. The washout in its 
lower reaches is divided into several branches which in the a^egate cover 
imd has rendered impassable about two acres of ground (in 1911), some parts 
of the canyon reaching a depth of about 25 feet. 

SUB-SECTION G. 

FROM SBLLICK’S HILL BEACH ROAD TO THE END OF THE 
F088ILIFER0US TERTIARY BEDS (3 MILES). 

The day dtffs, which at the beach road have a height of about 30 feet, 
gradually rise to the southward until they reach a maximum height of about 
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200 feet (pi. xxiv., figs. 1 and 2). The Sellick’s Hill Creek, which takes its rise 
to the eastward of the township, does not reach the sea, but becomes absorbed 
in the gravel beds while on its way. The best section of the beds can be obtained 
from a deep and long washout, which has almost reached the dimensions of a 
creek, that opens to the beach near the end of the first exposure of the Miocene 
beds in the cliffs (Sec. 277, Hundred of Myponga). This small creek has cut 
a steep and deep vallej^ in these beds, almost down to sea level, and goes back 
for about half a mile in the same alluvial deposits. 

On going up this creek the bed is burdened with large blocks of stone 
which are 2, 3, or 4 feet in length, mostly of a buff colour, but sometimes pink, 
and sometimes almost black (carbonaceous). These stones of Cambrian age 
have been derived from the indurated shales (or slates with imperfect cleavage) 
which underlie the Cambrian limestones and are seen in outcrop at the lower part 
of the Sellick’s Hill road, near the Sellick’s Hill Creek. At the distance of 
about one-eighth of a mile up the creek a bar of weathered buff-coloured shale 
crosses the stream and forms a waterfall about 50 feet high, capped by gravels. 
It is at this waterfall that the large blocks in the bed of the stream, just referred 
to, are quarried. These buff-coloured shales were probably, originally, dark 
coloured (as occur elsewhere in the neighbourhood), but have been bleached 
by weathering. 

.So far as observed, these very thick gravel beds show little variation as to 
the kinds of stone they contain. The beds are horizontal and consist of clay, 
sandy clay, and stones. The majority of the latter are light coloured, siliceous, 
and saccharoidal quartzites, which are a common feature as bedding in the 
Cambrian Series. There are also a considerable number of the greyish-coloured 
shales, and a few bluish, very siliceous, and rather coarse-grained quartzites, but 
limestones arc very rare. At the outlet, wltere the creek debouches on the 
beach, a few rather large limestone boulders occur, but these are not always to 
be .seen, as they are sometimes covered either by sediment brought down by the 
creek or by sand washed up by the tide. At one place in the creek a block of 
the bluish, coarse-grained quartzite occurred, in situ, 2 feet in length. At a few 
horizons there are layers of larger stones that measure from 1 foot to 18 inches in 
length, but the majority of the stones composing the gravel beds do not exceed 
6 or 9 inches, and by far the greater number are less than 6 inches in diameter. 
Clay is often mixed with the gravel. The pebbles usually show some wear, but not 
generally excessive, being mostly of subangular outline. At one place, along the 
cliffs, near the high-pitched Tertiary beds, there is a section showing large rounded 
stones. 

On the southern side of the creek there are several small outlets to the 
drainage, but all of these are confined to the face of the gravel cliffs and are 
the effects of rain wash on the cliffs. In these small gutters the stones are 
similar to those in the main creek, mentioned above; that is, mainly, fine-grained, 
light-coloured quartzites and some bluish quartzites and buff-coloured shales, but 
no limestones. 

The high gravel cliffs, facing the sea, extend for about a mile in length. 
The material is banked against the Cambrian outcrops, on the southern side, at 
a high cliff face, but the exact junction is obscured on account of a talus. Itie 
alluvial beds are undergoing rapid waste, occasioned by rain wash, soakagea 
from behind, and numerous landslips, showing many remarkable features of’ 
earth sculpture as peaks, recesses, and slopes of various angles in a most pic¬ 
turesque manner. The waste from these alluvial cliffs has given rise to extensive 
shingle-banks on their northern side and tp beach-travelled stones that are in 
evidence far up the Gulf. 

The Sellick's Hill Creek (that crosses the main road a little south of the 
hotel) has cut its bed in the Cambrian shales, and, for some distance, the latter 
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are capped by thick beds of conglomerate that are strongly cemented by calcareous 
and ferrugineous material. On the paddock in front of the hotel arc a great 
number of well-rounded and perfectly smooth highly-siliceous pebbles scattered 
over the surface in a light sandy soil. These have probably had a different 
origin from the thick gravels on the coast. The very fine grain of these rounded 
stones produces a conchoidal fracture and was no doubt the principal locality 
visited by the aborigines of the neighbourhood for obtaining material suitable 
for making their stone implements. 

A very tenacious and compact white clay, thickly studded with angular frag¬ 
ments of white quartzites and some slates, is seen in the deep washouts on the 
cultivated lands, and especially in the Sellick's Hill Creek, near the township, 
a little below the main road. It is covered with newer alluvium that is not 
consolidated, and is of quite different appearance and colour from the former, 
being a dark-reddish sandy clay and stony alluvium. The division between the 
two is very sharp. A similar clay and contents appear on the beach near where 
the junction of the fossiliferous Tertiary beds with the Cambrian slates are seen 
in the cliffs, only here the clay is of a deep-red colour. It is covered, uncon- 
formably, by a very coarse river gravel. It looks as though it might have been 
a deposit laid down in a gorge cut in the fossiliferous 1'ertiary limestone. No 
base is seen to the red ckay. 

The origin of the thick gravel beds exposed in the cliffs facing the sea is not 
very apparent. They have certainly unique features and are of more than 
ordinary interest from being related to certain physiographical conditions that 
have long since pa.ssed away. The following points arc worthy of note:— 

1. The beds do not belong to the present system of drainage. The only 
creek that intersects the beds is the small creek, described above, but it is self- 
evident it has had no part in building up the great gravel sediments, as it is 
little more than a washout in these beds. The SclHck’s Hill Creek flows in a 
different direction and is of insignificant dimensions. 

2. The gravels belong to one system of deposition. They were laid down 
horizontalljr throughout, in uniform layers, that can often be traced for con¬ 
siderable distances, and are similar in composition throughout. 

3. Near the top of the gravels is a thick layer (up to 30 feet) of the mottled 
clays and sands ( ? Pleistocene) containing angular and rounded stones. Thinner 
layers of mottled clay occur a little lower down, but towards the top. These 
are probably of a like age as the mottled beds at Ilallett’s Cove and elsewhere, 
and, like the latter, are covered by a newer clay bed of a brown or greenish colour. 

4. The material of which the beds consist has evidently been derived from a 
local source, and from a direction in which the blue limestones and the archaco- 
cyathidae limestones were not in the line of drainage. The latter limestones 
occur abundantly in the creeks that flow from the ranges in a northerly direction. 
Their absence from the gravels is rather peculiar in view of the fact that 
siliceous quartzites form the principal feature in the beds, and the latter mainly 
occur in outcrop behind the limestone beds. 

5. It does not seem probable that the gravels were laid down by the Onka- 
paringa River, as the pebbles are restricted in their variety and have been laid 
down from another direction. If they had been brought down by the Onka- 
paringa they would have given evidence of greater wear. 

6. The height above sea level (200 feet) and the horizontality of the beds 
indicate that at the time of deposition the land extended more to the westward. 
No base to the grayel beds is seen except where the fossiliferous limestones occur 
on the beach, but the latter may be an inlip of the gravels. 

7. The smallness of the average stones in the gfavel represents a somewhat 
low velocity in the transporting streams together with considerable width and 
uniform conditions. 
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8. Perhaps the phenomena can be best explained by assuming an extensive 
talus, fed by screes (such as exist on Mount Remarlmble), and the material 
redistributed by local streams. The latter would probably unite and form a 
junction with the older outlet of the Onkaparinga, further to the westward. 

9. The age of the beds cannot be very definitely defined. The great thick' 
ness of the alluvium is suggestive of the beds having been laid down during 
the period when the country was slowly sinking and the Onkaparinga was 
ajg[grading its bed by which the'valley was filled up to the crest on its northern 
side. This movement of depression may have had some relation to the gradual 
development of the great '‘rift" which gave the adjacent Tertiary rocks a 
vertical pitch. As the gravels are covered by the mottled clays and sands (which 
are regarded as of Pleistocene age) the whole section may possibly be Pleistocene, 
or the gravels may be of greater age than the mottled beds but newer than the 
fossiliferous (Miocene) beds. 

10. The section is not likely to retain its bold and vertical outlines for any 
great length of time. The rain is causing a rapid waste on the cliff face, and, 
as a result of such weathering action on their up^ portions, a secondary cliff 
is being formed between the retreating heights and the beach, and on the ledges 
separating the two vegetation is beginning to find a footing. 

Miocene Beds in Section G. 

The Miocene beds, which pass below sea level near Snapper Point, reappear 
on the coast nearly a mile to the northward of the small creek described above. 
Some exposures on the beach have heights up to IS feet, and when seen in 
washouts along the base of the cliffs they reach a height of 20 feet. The rock, 
as a whole, is a finely triturated organic limestone, consisting mostly of polyzoal 
fragments. The stone is relatively soft and i.s easily undermined by the waii^es, 
a succession of caves has been excavated by the sea in the limestone along the 
whole length of its exposure. The limestone ceases to form a cliff section slmrtly 
before reaching the washout creek, but continues in exposure along the 
littoral, between tides, the rock forming a moderately flat floor along 
the beach. This feature continues until about opposite the first Waterfall 
Creek, at the northern end of Sec. 278, Hundred of Myponga. At a 
short distance up this creek is an isolated fragment of the fossiliferous bed which 
bas a dip to the north*west at 40°. It then disappears for about a third of a 
mile, but reappears in the cliffs and on the beach with a high an^e of dip. which 
reaches 90°, and in one instance is reversed. 

The disturbed condition of the Tertiary beds in this locality is quite unique 
for Australia, and is one of the concomitants of the great throwdown in the rift 
valley of Sooth Australia. After passing the ancient mouth of the Onkaparinga 
the beds begin to roll in curves of 15° to the south*«ast and north-west; they 
show an increased dip to 40° in the «nall Waterfall Creek, and then at a short 
distance, further to the south, become vertical. {For a more detailed description 
of these beds see Howchin, W., 1911.] 

Cambsian Beds ik Section G. 

The Cambrian System, including slates, limestones, and quartzites, can be 
studied to advantage on the northern slopM of Sellick*s Hill (HowcMn, W., 
1897.] Earthy slates (or idi<des) whk^ ooctw the lowest position in this 
section are seen just above the Slick’s Hill Hotel and in exposure in the 
adjacent creek, and reach the coast by a sopth-sooth-west strike. The slates 
are often of a very dark colour by the pieseime of carbonaceous material (up 
to 25 per eeot.) vmieh has led some persons to imagine tliat opal might be found 
in thcnn In many places the carbon has been txxii&ed an4 thereby changed the 
odlotir of theToric to white, grey* or pinkidh, l^vklenees of sudh charge in profftess 
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can be seen working inwards by cnwks and joints, the margins of such crevices 
being blanched, whuie the inner portions, between the cracks, retain their original 
black colour. 

The Cambrian slates appear abruptly in the cliffs of the sea coast, on the 
southern side of the great alluvium deposits, in cliffs of about 150 feet in height. 
Juvenile features are present in the form of narrow gorges and two waterfalls 
in the slate. One of these has a fall of 80 feet, broken by a ledge after the first 
20 feet. These waterfalls have probably been “hung up” by reason of the some¬ 
what rapid retreat of the cliffs, or by faulting aiid downthrow towards the “rift.” 

The Cambrian beds forming the sea-cliffs, and for some distance inland, 
are extraordinarily fractured. There is close jointing in all directions, and what 
a()pears to be master-jointing, or slide faces, occur nearly parallel with the coast, 
with the result that there are very heaw and extensive landslips down to the 
beach, leaving smooth faces from which tne masses have slipped. The Cambrian 
slates adjacent to the disturbed Tertiary beds have evidently been influenced by 
the same tectonic movements and have received a throwdown to the north-west, 
producing also a local system of jointing and intimate fracturing. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

DlSCONFORMlTY BETWEEN THE UPPER AND LoWER MARINE SERIES. 

In addition to the palaeontological evidence for an hiatus having existed 
between the deposition of these respective sediments there are certain physical 
considerations that point in the same direction, as stated below:— 

1. A slight stratigraphical unconformity can be detected at Blanche Point 
and elsewhere. 

2. The Miocene, or r.ower Marine System, has a much wider geographical 
range than the Pliocene, or Upper Marine System. 

3. The Pliocene sediments are not always coincident in their occurrence with 
the Miocene. Thus: (1) The Pliocene sometimes rests upon the Miocene, as in 
the metropolitan area, in sea-cliffs from Blanche Point to Snapper Point, in the 
cliffs of the River Murray, and in the .sea-cliffs of Edithburgh. (2) It rests 
on the Permo-Carboniferous glacial beds at Black Point. (3) On a (?) Pre- 
Pliocene sand rock at Hallett’s Cove and in the lower cliffs to the northward of 
Morphett Vale Creek. (4) In several instances it rests directly on the Cambrian 
beds, as at Marino, also a mile inland from Hallett’s Cove, and on the top of the 
sea-cliff (purple slates) a little north of Rocky Point. 

4. The Miocene System has been subjected to more extensive deformation, 
chiefly by faulting, which has caused a wider range in the matter of elevation 
than has been the case with the newer system. 

It seems probable that after the thick sedimentation had taken place over 
most of southern Australia, during Miocene times, the sea retreated, on the 
elevation of the land, to the southward, and after a time made a brief return 
over a portion of its former area, and was then limited to shallow water that was 
especially productive of oysters. 

TTie sediments laid down during the second incursion of the sea were of a 
calcateo-arenaceous nature. When the sea once more retreated, the calcareous 
portion of the sediments, under semi-dry conditions, was drawn to the surface 
and precipitated as a surface limestone which now forms the craggy, unfossili- 
ferous limestone that overlies the fossiliferous sandstones. 

The (?) Pre-Pliocene Sand Rock. 

Hie peculiar sandy and clayey bed, of a whitish colour, that underlies the 
hover Pliocene, in places, presents some difficulty in rdation to its strati- 
gn 4 >hical position. At Hallett’s Cove it is absent from the section on the Black 
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Point platform, where the Pliocene bed rests directly on the glacial beds, but it 
puts on suddenly at the northern side of the Cove, where for some distance it 
makes a thick though variable bed underlying the Pliocene. It is absent where 
the Pliocene beds are seen resting on the Canmrian, at Marino, and is also absent 
from the cliffs to the northward of Rocky Point, where the Pliocene beds make 
a sharp plane of contact with the purple slates, yet, within a short distance, to 
the southward, it develops a considerable thickness inferior to the Pliocene. The 
possible relationship of this bed taa similar bed that occurs at Hallett’s Cove, and 
also on Kangaroo Island, has been mentioned previously. The question is-~there is 
a white sand rock underlying the fossiliferous Pliocene in some places while absent 
in others—Can all these white sand beds be referred to a common origin, or have 
they different origins? If the bed had been limited to the Hallett’s Cove section 
it would no doubt have been referred without hesitation to the Glacial Series. 
On the other hand, if only the bed, occupying the same stratigraphical position 
near the outlet of the Morphett Vale Creek, had to be accounted for, the ex¬ 
planation that would come readiest to mind would be that it represents a 
residual portion of the Freshwater Series, that underlies the fossiliferous Miocene, 
which occurs in outcrop at no great distance to the southward. In such a case it 
must be as.sumed that the marine beds of the latter, and more or less of the 
underlying freshwater beds, had been removed by denudation before the fossili¬ 
ferous Pliocene was laid down, and when the latter rests on Pre-Miocene rocks, 
it would follow that the whole of the freshwater beds, inferior to the Miocene, 
had been removed before the deposition of the Pliocene. 

Tectonic Deformations. 

The deformations of the Tertiary beds within the area under description 
have relation to the tectonic movements that have contributed towards shaping 
the present physiographkal features of the country. The two main controlling 
factors in this respect are: (a) The subsidence of the land in the Adelaide basin, 
in successive segments, bv which the Miocene beds have sunk below the surface 
at various levels and, subsequently, been covered by newer deposits, (b) The 
breaking up of the ancient peneplain into faulted earth-blocks thkt have produced 
the south-westerly slopes of the Mount Lofty and Willunga Ranges. 

In sympathy with such regional dislocations the Tertiary beds within the 
area have taken on a general south-westerly dip._ The regularity of this dip-slt^ 
is interrupted by a repetition of beds. At Witton Bluff the basal beds of the 
Tertiary system are exposed on the northern side of the Bluff with a gradual 
dip to the south-west which brings in the higher beds, ending with the Pliocene 
at sea level on the northern side of Pedler's Creek. On the southern side of 
Pedler’s Creek an inlier of Cambrian beds once more brings the basal beds of the 
Tertiary systems to the surface, followed by another gentle dip-slope to the south¬ 
west which, from Blanche Point, brings in the hi^er members of the series 
endini^ with the Pliocene, once more down to sea level, near Snapper Point. 
This interesting feature of repetition of the Terthiry system no doubt owes its 
existence to an east and west fault whh a downthrow on the north and an 
upthrow on the south. The rematkabte occurrence of an istdated fragment of 
tM fossiliferous Miocene on tlK line of fault is a corroboration of its existence, 
for this fr^pnent lies directly between the topmost Tertiary bed on the northern 
side of Pedler’s Creek and the lowest (freshwater) Tertiary bed on the southern. 
It therefore owes its existence to a trough fault. 

The coast adjacent to Sdlick's Hill forms a part of the great fault-block 
of the Willunga Ranges. The Miocene beds ht this region were, originally, laid 
down horisontally on the broken edges of the Cspibrian strata and were elevated 
to a considerable height at the plateau formation period. A remnant of this 
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high-level occurrence of the Miocene System is still preserved on the Hindmarsh 
Tiers, 900 feet above sea level (Howchin, W., 1911). What otherwise is left 
of these fossiliferous rocks in this faulted block is found on the beach, where 
they have come under the control of the great rift-valley subsidence and have 
been pitched down to the west in a vertical position. 

Tate's Geological Map of the District. 

In a paper by Tate and Dennant (1896) the first-named author, in plate ii., 
gives a geological sketch map of the coast extending from the mouth of the 
Onkaparinga River to Sellick^s Hill beach. It is difficult to understand Tate's 
map. There was, in the first instance, an error in the geological occurrences 
and definitions which was corrected by an “erratum" slip in the following 
volume. Apart from the occurrence of blown sand, in a few places, Tate shows 
an uninterrupted surface exposure of “Older Tertiary" from the mouth of the 
Onkaparinga to SelHck's Hill beach. These fossiliferous rocks, however, rarely 
show at the surface, other than at the base of the cliffs on the sea front, and are 
in almost all cases covered by thick deposits of I^lcistocene and Recent alluvia 
that form the upper portions of the cliffs. He does not distinguish between 
the Freshwater Series (which has a great development on the northern side of 
both Blanche Point and Witton Bluff) and the overlying fossiliferous marine 
beds. He places on the map an exaggerated extension of the so-called 
“Archaean," on the southern side of Pedler's Creek, and has not distingui.shed 
from these “Archaean" cliffs the very important outcrop of fossiliferous 
Miocene, which forms the main cliff for 100 yards in length, where he places the 
older rocks adjoining the southern side of Pedler’s Creek. 

Sea Encroachment. 

That the sea is encroaching on the land is evident from most places on both 
sides of Gulf St. Vincent. Wide sea-platforms of hard rock exist between tide 
marks in many places, and at high water the waves very commonly wash the 
base of the cliffs or the heavy material left from recent falls from the cliffis. 
One of these cliff falls that occurred on the north side of the outlet of the 
Aldinga Creek in 1913 (sec Howchin's Geology of South Australia, fig. 102, 

f ). 116) has since been practically swept away by the waves, leaving only a few 
arge and hard blocks on the beach as its residue. If the last local earth 
movement on the coast has been an upward one, as is generally supposed, 
then the elevatory movement must have spent itself; or, otherwise, the rate of 
marine denudation keeps pace with the movement of elevation in correspondingly 
reducing the beach level. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XXII. to XXVI. 

Plate XXII. 

Fig. 1. View of the southern face of Blanche Point. The foreground shows the beach 
platform consisting of the fossiliferous Miocene. The same beds form the lower portion of 
the cUff up to three-fourths of its height. The up^r part of the cliff is formed by the Lower 
Pliocene fossiliferous sands overlain by a white limestone. The base of the newer fluviatile 
beds is seen resting on the latter at the right-hand side of the picture. 

Fig. 2. View taken from the top of Blanche Point Cliff, looking southwards, at the same 
level. The white-coloured Lower Pliocene limestone forms a platform and a white ridge, 
seen on the right-hand of the picture. On this platform the Pleistocene and Recent alluvia 
form a secondary cliff which is undergoing sculpture and waste by atmospheric weathering. 

Plate XXIII. 

Fig. 1. Photograph of a raised beach of large stones now included within the area of 
the sai^hills on the northern side of Pedicr'a Creek. 

Fig. 2. An outlier (or butte) of the alluvial cliffs on the northern side of the outlet of 
Morphett Vale Creek. The main portion of the hill is composed of Pleistocene clays and 
indurated sands; a strong bed of sandstone forms the crest of the hill, and the white sand bed, 
underlying the Lower Pliocene bed, can be seen near the base of the hill, although somewhat 
obscured by talus. The hill is strikingly similar in outline to Crown Point Hill, on the Finke 
River, but is not so high. 

^ Plate XXIV. 

Fig. 1. A view of the thick gravel beds that form the main cliff for about a mile in 
length on the cosdt, near Sellsck’s Hill, and are about 200 feet in height. 

Fig. 2. Another view of the same gravel beds at a short distance from those shown 
in fig. 1. 

Plate XXV. 

Geological section of the sea-cliffs from Brighton (bore) to the mouth of the Onkaparinga 
River. 

Plate XXVI. 

Geological section of the sea-cliffs from the mouth of the Onkaparinga River to the 
beach negr Sellick’s HiH. 



316 


THB COMPOSITION OF THE WATERS OF THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN 
ARTESIAN BASIN IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE. 

By R. Lockhart Jack, B.E. 

[Read August 9, 1923.] 

During the last thirty years many analyses have been made of waters from 
springs and bores in the South Australian portion of the Great Australian 
Artesian Basin. The bulk of them are by W. S. Chapman, of the School of 
Mines, and the remainder by G. A. Goyder and W. A. Hargreaves, Government 
Analysts, and by Goyder and Hallctt. The full analyses of samples taken prior 
to September, 1921, are to be found in the Reports of the Interstate Conference 
on Artesian Water for 1912, 1914, and 1921. 

The writer, struck by the variation in quality, and particularly by the fact 
that the eastern waters cariy carbonate in excess, while the we.stem waters carry 
excess of sulphate over carbonate, set out certain characteristics of the analyses 
in map form, together with other data. Some very interesting features became 
obvious when this was done. 

The maps prepared were (1) an isopotential map, on which the carbonic 
acid and the sulphuric acid radicles were also separately set out in grains i)er 
gallon of carbonic acid radicle present, or deficient, as shown by excess of the 
SO 4 radicle; (2) plans showing the total salts in grains per g^lon; and (3) 
total chlorine in grains per gallon. 

Curves of equal total salinity and of equal chlorine content were then plotted 
on these maps. It is much to be regretted that there are some bores and springs 
from which no analyses are available, and which would have enabled a wider 
area to be plotted. These samples will be got as opportunity arises and the maps 
modified. Taking No. 1 map first. 

The isopotentiaH') lines indicate, in addition to the influx of water from the 
north-east, that there is a western feeder, or intake, and examination of the 
salient features of the analyses tabulated on pages 319-321 shows clearly that there 
are two very distinct t)T>es of water in the basin—^the carbonated and the sul- 
phated. I'he carbonate water is the Queensland water, and the amount of 
carlwnate increases as the water travels south-west. The greater part of this 
carbonate is assumed, in the analyses, to occur as sodium carbonate, and the 
sulphates are nearly or entirely absent. The other type of water may contain 
carbonates also, the bulk of which is assumed to be present as calcium carbonate, 
but the .sulphates are always present in excess. In preparing No. 1 map the 
sulphuric and carbonic acid radicles (shown in analyses as grains per |faIlon) 
were alone considered. To compare them the weight of the sulphuric acid 
radicle is expressed in terms of the carbonic acid radicle according to their 
respective valencies. This may be illustrated more simply by an example of 
two common salts having the same metallic base podium, for instance) combined 
with the carbonic and sulphuric acid radicles. The quantity of sodium that is 
satisfied or enters into chemical combination with ten parts of the sulphuric 
acid radicle is satisfied by 6‘3 parts of the carbonic acid-^ radicle. So, to get 
comparable figures for plotting, a water containing 10 grains of st^huric acid 
radicle is blotted as a deficiency of 6'3 grains of carbonic acid radicle. The analyses 
i n which SO« predomi nate are plotted with the negative sign preceding the fi gure. 

(I) Using the hdehte of the surface above the sea, and the water pressures in the case of 
flowing bores, or the depth to water level in non-flowing bores, contour lines are drawn through 
as ttumy points of equu elevation on the water surface as possible. These contours showing 
the l^bt of the water surface—the isopotential lines-^how the height to which water will 
rise in a new boring, and also the direction of movement of the inuerground water. This 
movement is at right angles to the isopotential lines; Aat is to say, down the ste^^ slope. 
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It will be seen that there is on the map what may be termed a Ncutra,! 
Line; that is, a line where the equivalent quantity of the sulphuric is equal to 
that of the carbonic acid radicle. This line approximately indicates the meeting 
of the eastern and western waters. The gradual relative decrease in SO, from 
west to east is probably accounted for by the interchange of alkali sulphates 
and carbonate of lime in the aquifer giving soluble alkaline carbonates and 
gypsum which is held in the porous sand beds. For example, the Arckaringa 
water contains less gypsum as it is followed eastward, and it is very probable 
that if this water travelled as far as the eastern water has done it would be 
wholly carbonate and not sulphate. The Neutral Line lies east of Anacoora 
and Allinga Bores, west of Dalhousie Springs, east of Horseshoe and Oodnadatta 
Bores, and thence east of the Denison Range, to between Strangways and 
C oward Bores. The line is a fluctuating one, its position depending on the relative 
draught on and intake of the eastern or wCvStern w'ater. As plotted, out of the total 
area of the South Australian portion of the Artesian Basin, of 106,740 square 
miles, 22,200 square miles, or 264 per cent., is fed by the western water. 

On the plans are marked, as small crosses, all the groups of mound springs 
that are named on the South Australian 16-mile map, and the relation of the iso- 

E otential lines to them is very marked. A map of the Great Basin, prei)ared by L. 
[. Ward and published in the “Annual Report of the Government Geologist for 
1921,’’ shows that in the Eastern States there is a similar and marked fall of 
potential near the mound springs, and leaves no room for doubt as to the springs 
having been the normal main escape vents for the water before boring was 
started. Plans Nos. 2 and 3 show two sets of data: the total salts and the chlorine, 
in grains per gallon. 

These isopleths of salinity and the iso-chlors agree on the whole very closely 
and bring out several features that were not apparent on the first plan. They 
show the good quality of the eastern water, and that it gradually increases in 
mineral content as it travels westward. 

The exceedingly variable character of the western intake water is made 
clear. The Goyder and Finke and Alberga feeders draining from high land, 
and so. being large, give good water. As it travels underground towards its 
natural outlets (the Mound Springs west of the Denison Ranges) it becomes 
worse in quality, partly no doubt by the solution of material in it$ path and 
partly by admixture of the lower-quality waters from the upper Arckaringa and 
southerly intakes, which are seeking the same outlet. The Arckaringa feeder 
i.s less efficient and so the water is of poorer ([uality. Thence to the Stuart 
Range Bores the quality is bad, as is only to be expected from the absence of 
run off and the scanty rainfall. These maps also show very clearly that there is 
an intake west of Strangways, where Warrincr and North Greeks supply poor- 
quality water of the sulphate type. This longue of bad water thrust into the 
better-quality eastern water gradually becomes diluted. 

The most significant is the great tongue of good-quality water that makes 
its way past Jewellry Creek Bore to the Bopeechee-Coward groups of spring.s. 
A less-defined one leads towards Petermorra and Paralana Springs, and there 
is also a tongue of good water extending from the east towards the springs 
between Lake Eyre and Denison Ranges. 

The total salinity isopleths and isochlors have very great significance, a.s 
they indicate that there is a very pronounced differential movement in the 
underground water, and that this movement is towards the natural outlets. 
Furthermore, it argUes the antiquity of these outlets, as the water flowing directly 
from intake to outlet has had time to flush out zones through the older and 
more sbuptiant and consequently more highly mineralized water, and to refill 
them with fresher water. 

Still another deduction that may reasonably be drawn is the very considerable 



bulk of water that must be stored in the sands, else the draught of many 
lai^ bores would have distorted the tongues of good water still leading direct 
from intake to outlet. 

It will be noted that, with one exce^on, neither the isopotentials nor the 
chemical data so far indicate any definite intake between Marree and the eastern 
border. At Git Spring, to the north of the Flinders Range, the water is of the 
sulphated artesian type, and can only come from a local int^e, which, however, 
may extend for some distance towards Marree. Yerilla and Lake Crossing 
Bores, which are not deep enough to get the main or carbonated supply, must derive 
their sulphated water from a western intake into some bed above the main water¬ 
bearing Wrizon, and this water must come from the slopes of the Flinders Range. 

Montecollina, which just touched the water*b«iring bed, has worse water 
than should be normal for the locality, though it has improved since first struck. 
This improvement is a feature of several bores, and the writer suggests that 
as the water just below the shale is probably more stagnant than in the main 
sand body it has retained more salts, and that this more saline water is gradually 
replaced by better water flowing from below towards the bore. 

Other bores again, though apparently deep enough (e.g., Gypsum), show 
water so bad for their locality as to suggest contamination by the low-grade 
ground water which may have corroded the casing or got down past it. 

The plans all go to show the significance of the mound springs in con¬ 
sidering the artesian supplies. 

The flow of these springs, numerous though they are, cannot be compared 
with the flow from the thousands of bores now sunk in the basin in Queens¬ 
land, New South Wales, and South Australia, and as there is no evidence that 
the springs were much stronger immediately before the inception of boring, it 
follows that the annual intake, at that time, approximately bwanced the escape 
through the mound springs and beneath the Cmlf of Carpentaria, and that the 
draught of the bores is on accumulated water stored in the more elevated portion 
of the main water-bearing bed, and which high-level water increased the potential 
throughout the basin. With the lowering of potential that is now going on, 
more and more of the bores throughout the basin will only yield by pumping 
what water is actually required, and the escape from the mound springs and 
into the Gulf of Carpentaria will also fall on from the same cause, so that 
ultimately there will come a new state of balance, in which the influx of water 
will meet the demands of pumped bores, of the diminished spring and bore 
flows, and of the leakage into the Gulf. What amount of water actually enters 
the intake is impossible of computation. Prbr to the inception of boring, when 
the potential was probablv not less than 10 per cent, or more than 20 per cent, 
greater than it is to-day, there would be a correspondingly greater escam by the 
natural vents of an additional quantity that neverthdess could easily esc^ 
observation. The present draught has diminished this escape and is still lowering 
the potential. When the new state of balance arrives the lowered potential will 
have further decreased the escape by natural vents, and it is oiuy reasonable 
to suppose that the additional absorptkm capacity of the drained intake beds 
will j^rmit of an annual accession greater than existed before boring began. 
The annual availaUe supply in the future may thus be ccmfidentlv counted upon 
as being considerably greater tlum the escape from the outlets of the basin just 
prior to the sinking of the first bore. 

Unfortunately there is no way of contrattintf the flow of these outlets. 

South Australia, having the lowest ebnmttoo, will be the least and last 
affected, but meanwhile rigid contrd to prevent waste of water from die bores 
will help to defer the loss of the accumulated storeO of waier>, and deUtp ffiat 
extension of widespread, empendve, and deep ptinpiti| when 

the resideBts of the basin are depen^t on aotmat Inconm Of 
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THB DISTRIBUTION OF AUSTRALIAN ORCHIDS. 


By R. S. Rogers, M.A., M.D. 

[Read October II, 1923.] 

1. Introductory. 

In a country so vast as Australia, with its three million square miles of 
territory, its many inaccessible parts, and its small band of scientific workers, it 
is hardly to be expected that the investigation of its flora should have approached 
completion. Undoubtedly the spade-work was long ago accomplished, but 
botanical exploration of the less trodden areas and the hand of the specialist in 
many families, still await realization. 

So far as the orchids are concerned, although they have attracted much 
attention, it may be confidently asserted that no State in the Commonwealth has 
yet been critically examined. A great deal still remains to be done in tropical 
Queensland, still more in Western Australia, and almost everything in the 
Northern Territory, before even such a fundamental question as their distribu¬ 
tion can be satisfactorily decided. This family occupies fifth rank in numerical 
importance on our census of plants, and it is obviously desirable that such a 
matter should be established as accurately and as early as possible. On it may 
depend to some extent, the solution of much greater questions concerning the 
former disposition of land masses, the origin of our flora, and the true relation 
of our continent to other portions of the globe. 

The distribution of our Orchidaceous flora is chiefly coastal in character, 
the greater portion of the interior of the continent being too arid to support 
vegetation of this type. 

An annual rainfall of at least 10 inches would appear to be essential for the 
maintenance of all but a few members of the family. Some of the latter, how¬ 
ever, belonging to the terrestrial genera Caladenia, Thelymitra, Pterostylis, Diuris, 
and Microtis have been recorded well within this belt of rainfall in South Aus¬ 
tralia, and even from such an unlikely region as the Great Victoria Desert in the 
West. Such adaptability is particularly surprising in the case of Pterostylis, a 
genus with naked tubers and shade-loving habits, which one would consider 
quite unsuited physically to resist drought and other desiccating influences. 

The family is represented in Australia by 64 genera and about 450 species. 
Nineteen of the former are epiphytal and also nearly a fourth of the latter, 
Such orchids are usually confined to the tropical or subtropical parts,'but a few 
penetrate as far south as Victoria, and one even reaches the 42nd parallel of 
latitude in Tasmania; none are found in South Australia, and only two have 
been reported from the large State of Western Australia, both of them from the 
Kimberley district in the extreme north of that State. 

The vast majority of the terrestrial forms belong to the tribe Neottieae, the 
other tribes being poorly represented by a few small genera, with the exception 
perhaps of the tropical genus Habenaria, whidi contains 15 species, and is a 
membm' of the Ophrydeae. 

Compared with the dense ordtid population of New Guinea and some other 
countries, our flora cannot be consideiw a rich one. 



323 


'he 

following tables^’* will make this clear:— 



Orchid Flora of 

Approximate area in Total number 

square kilometres. of species. 

1. 

Australia 

7,700.000 

circa. 450 

2. 

New Guinea .. 

786,000 

2,205 

3. 

Java . 

126,000 

600 

4. 

Tropical Africa 

6,000,000 

750 

5. 

Brazil. 

8,468.950 

1,850 

6. 

British India .. 

4,809,fOO 

1,500 

7. 

Central America 

2.400,000 

2,000 

8. 

Japan and Liukiu Islands 

382,300 

147 

9. 

Philippines 

300,400 

723 


Orchid Flora of 

1. Australia 


Average number of 
square kilometres to 
each species. 

17,fil 


2. New Guinea .. 


356 


3. Java 


210 


4. Tropical Africa 


8,000 


5. Brazil .. 


4.579 


6. British India .. 


3.206 


7. C entral America 


1.200 


8. Japan 


2,600 


9. Philippines 


415 


In instituting such comparisons, it is necessary to take into consideration 
the very large unoccupied central area of the continent, which Sir Joseph 
1 lookerestimated as two-thirds of the total superficies, and which he believed 
to be incapable of bearing vegetation on account of its arid character. In the 
light of modern knowledge, it is now known that this area is by no means un¬ 
productive for many forms of plant-life, but that owing to its low rainfall and 
absence of large vraterways, it <loes not carry an orchid-flora. Consequently 
Hooker's statement still remains approximately true so far as this type of vege¬ 
tation is concerned. 


Due allowance, therefore, having been made for this fact, the fertility of the 
orchid-bearing areas may be roughly estimated at 5,700 square kilometres per 
species, a result which is comparable to that of Brazil, a tropical country rather 
larger than our own. 

2. Flora of Exotic Origin. 

So far as it has been investigated, the orchid-flora of tropical Australia bears 
a very close relationship with that of Southern Asia, and particularly to that of 
the Malay Peninsula and New Guinea. 

From North-western Australia, only three orchids have so far been reported. 
The three genera to which they belong are to be found in Asia; one of the species 
also occurs in New Guinea and another is sectionally represented there. 

The Northern Territory has disclosed up to the present only 12 genera and 
species. Eleven of the former are to be found in the Malay Archipelago or 
in New Guinea; in those places also five of the species occur and others have 
sectional rq>resentation. 

The same thing happens in the case of tropical Queensland, where out of 53 
genera no less than are in common with New Guinea or the Archipelago, and 
usually with both stations. _ 

(i> Adapted from Schlechter’s ‘'Orchidaceen von Deutich-Neu-Guinea,” p. xv. 

(» Tatmaniae, Introductory Essay,” p. xxx. 
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Thus out of 64 genera which constitute the orchid population of Australia, 
43 are known to exist in the above stations, about 22 of the species appear to 
be conspecific, and others have close relationships. 

This will be more clearly understood from the following lists:— 


Genera common to Tropical Australia and 


New Guinea. 

Microstylis. Nutt. 
Oheronta, Lindl. 
Liparis, Rich. 
Dendrobium, Sw. 
Bulbophyllum, Thou. 
Cirrhopctalum, Lindl. 
Osvricera, Bl. 

Eria, Lindl. 

Phreatia, Lindl. 
Phaius, Lour. 
Pholidota, Lindl. 
Spathoglottis, Bl. 
Calantke, R. Rr. 
Euhphia, R. Br. 
Cyntbidium, Sw. 
Geodorum, Jacks. 
Dipodium, R. Br. 
Luisia, Gaud. 
Phalacnopsis, Bl. 
Sarcochilus, R. Br. 
Cleisostoma, Bl. 
Ornithochilus, Wall. 
Taeniophvllum, Bl. 
Gcdeola, Thou. 
Corymbis, Thou. 


Spiranthes, Rich. 
Hetacria, Bl. 
Zeuxine, Lindl. 
Goodycra, R. Br. 
Pachystoma, Bl. 
Nervilia, Comm. 
Didymoplcxis, Griff. 


Cryptostylis, R. Br. 

Corysanthcs, R. Br, 
Pterostylis, R, Br. 

Gastrodia, R. Br. 
Epipogum, Gmel. 
Habcnoria, Willd. 
Vanda, Jones 
Apostasia, Bl. 


Malay Archipelago. 

Microstylis, Nutt. 
Oberonia, Lindl. 
Liparis, Rich. 
Dendrobium, Sw. 
Bulbophyllum, Thou. 


Eria, Lindl. 
Phreatia, Lindl. 
Phaius, I./)ur. 
Pholidota, T.indl. 
Spathoglottis, Bl. 
Calanthe, R. Br. 
Eulophia, R. Br. 
Cymbidium, Sw. 
Geodorum, Jacks. 
Dipodium, R. Br. 
Luisia, Gaud. 
Phalacnopsis, Bl 
Sarcochilus, R Hr. 
Cleisostoma, Bl. 

Tacniophyllum, Bl. 
Galeola, Thou. 
Corymbis, Thou. 
Anoectochilus, Bl. 
Spiranthes, Rich. 
Hetacria, Bl. 
Zeuxine, Lindl. 
Goodyera, R. Br. 
Pachystoma, Bl. 
Nervilia, Comm. 
Didymoplcxis, Griff. 
Thelymttra, Forst. 
Cryptostylis, R. Br. 
Microtis, R. Br. 
Corysanthcs, R. Br. 

Caladcnia, R. Br. 
Gastrodia, R. Br. 
E^pogum, Gmel. 
Habcnoria, Willd. 
Vanda, Jones 
Apostasta, Bl. 
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Orchids of Tropical Australia conspecihc with species in 


New Guinea. 

Eulophia venosa, Rchb. f. 


Gcodorum pictum, Lindl. 
Vanda Hindsii, Lindl. 
Dcndrobium bifalcc, Lindl. 
D, undnlatnm, Br. 

D. Gouldii, Rchb. f. 

D, gracilicaulc, F. v. M. 

Z). Smilliac, F. v. M, 

D, Johnsoniae, F. v. M. 


Pholidota imbrkata, Lindl. 
Calanthe veratrifolia, R. Br. 

Corymhis 7rratrifolia, Richb. f. 


Epipogum nutans, Lindl. 


Malay Archipelago. 

Ncrvilia flabelliforntis, Lindl. 
Didymoplcxis pallcns, Griff. 


Oberonia iridifolia, Lindl. 
Phaius grandifolius, Lour. 
Pholidota imbricata, I^indl. 
Calanthe veratrifolia, R. Br. 
Ltiisia tcrctifolia. Gaud, 
r. veratrifolia, Rchb. f. 
Spiranthes, australis, Lindl. 
Goodycra viridiftora, Bl. 
Microtis parviflora, R. Br. 
Caladenia carnea, R. Br. 

E, nutans, Lindl. 


In addition to these conspecific orchids there are a number which arc 
sectionally represented in New Guinea, such, for exam|)le» as Oberonia palmi- 
cola, F. V. M.; Dcndrobium bigibbum, Lindl.; />. dicuphum, F. v. M.; D. 
Sumneri, F. v. M.; J). phalacnopsis, Fitzg.; D, superbiens, Fitzg.; D, acmulum, 
R. Br.; D. tetragonum, A. ( unng.; D. Moorci, F. v. M.; Sarcochilus falcatus, 
R. Br. 

When we consider these lists, we arc forced to the conclusion that we are 
dealing with an almost exclusively immigrant flora, which in all but a few in.stances 
can be traced back into Asia proper. This flora of exotic origin, would appear 
to comprise about two-thirds of the entire genera of our continent. 

It is also evident, from the comparatively small number of species in common, 
that this flora has been resident in Australia sufficiently long to allow a con¬ 
siderable amount of differentiation to take place. 

On the other hand, judging from the very few Au.stralian types, such as 
Microtis, R. Br,; Thelymitra, Forst.; Caladenia, R, Br.; and possibly Dipodium, 
R. Br., to be found in the Malayan flora, the emigration northwards must have 
exerted only a slight or negligible influence. 

Some of the better developed Papuan and Malayan genera are but weakly 
represented in Australia, and others not at all. For example, in German New 
Guinea alone, Phreatia, Taeniophyllum, and Microstylis number 75, 59, and 48 
species, respectively, whereas with us they are monotypic; on the other hand, 
Agrostpphyllum and Glossorhyncha, each with 32 species, are unknown in this 
country. 

It is also somewhat surprising, that situated so closely as it is to the great 
developing centre for Dendrobium and Bulbophyllum in New Guinea, we should 
not be better represented in species belonging to these prolific genera. At least 
500 Papuan species of each of them have been described, and yet in the whole of 
our continent, there have only been recorded 48 species of Dendrobium and 
16 of Bulbophyllum. 
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On the other hand Schlechter^*) states, that he and Dr. J. J. Smith have 
traced in New Guinea several species of the Section Rhizobium, belonging to 
Dendrobium, which occur under exceptionally dry conditions for New Guinea, 
and which without doubt point to an Austral&n origin. 

Two species of Pterostylis, R. Br., which is unquestionably an Australian 
type, have also been recorded in that island, both from alpine localities; one, 
P. papuana, Rolfe, at a height of 12,200 feet in British Papua, and the other, 
P. novo-guineensis, Ridley, at a height of from 8,000-11,000 feet in Dutch 
Territory. Both of these have a strong resemblance to existing Australian 
species. 

It is noticeable from our tables, that every epiphytic ^enus recorded in 
Tropical Australia occurs also in the Archipelago or in New Guinea; and further, 
that the balance of those orchids common to these floral regions, and consisting of 
terrestrial types, are about twice as numerous as the epiphytes. 

In the large islands lying north of the Equator, the Papuan-Malay elements 
of our flora are still in strong evidence. This may be most easily studied in the 
Philippines, where Mr. Oakes Ames<*> has submitted a vast amount of 
orchidaceous material to critical examination. He says, however, in regard to 
these islands, that “there are still large areas, botanically unknown, from which 
it is highly probable that rich accessions to our orchid herbaria will be made.''^*) 
He admits 101 genera with 723 species. 

An examination of these ^nera shows that no less than 38 of them are 
shared in common with Australia. These are as follows:— 

1. Habenaria, Willd. 15. Hetaeria, Bl. 27. Dendrobium, Sw. 

2. Thelymitra, Forst. 16. Corymbis (Corymbor- 28. Eria, Lindl. 

3. Microtis, R. Br. chis). Thou. 29. BulbophyUum, Thou. 

4. Cryptostylis, R. Br. 17. Pholidota, Lindl. 30. Phreatia, Lindl. 

5. Galeola, Lour. 18. Microsiylis (Malaxis),31. Dipodium, R. Br, 

6. Epipogum, Gmel. Nutt. 32. Cymbidium, Sw. 

7. NervUia, Comm. 19. Oberonia, Lindl. 33, Sarcochilus, R. Br. 

8. Didymoplexis, Griff, 20. Liparis, L. C. Rich. 34. Phalaenopsis, Bl. 

9. Castrodia, R. Br. 21. Phajus, Lour. 35. Luisia, Gaud. 

10. Corysanthes, R. Br. 22. Calanthe, R. Br. 36. Vanda, Jones 

11. Spiranthes, Rich. 23. Spathoglottis, Bl. 37. Cleisostoma (Pomato- 

12. Goodyera, Bl. 24. Pachystoma, Bl, calpa and Tricho- 

13. Anoectochilus, Bl. 25. Eulophia, R. Br, glottis), Bl. 

14. Cheirostylis, Bl. 26. Geodorum, Jacks. 38. Taeniophyllum, Bl. 

Eight species occur also in Australia. These are;— 

1. Didymoplexis paltens, Griff. 6. Microtis parviflora, R. Br. 

2. Goodyera viridiflora, Bl. 7. Luisia teretifolia, Gaud. 

3. Pholidota imbricata, Lindl. 8. Spiranthes australis, Lindl. (zsS. sin- 

4. Oberonia iridifolia, Lindl. ensis, Ames) 

5. Phaius grandifolius, L^mr. 

The first of these lists, as might have been expected, merely extends the 
range of the Papuan-Malay types, eliminating a few, such as Zeuxine, 
Ornithochilus, and Osyrkera, It also eliminates a couple of Australian types, 
Caladenia and Pterostylis. It is likewise interesting to note tito retention of two 
Australian genera, Thelymitra and Microtis, as well as the Australian section 
Dendrocoryne of the genus Dendrobium, together with the doubtfully Australian 

<•) "Die Orchidaeeai von Deutsch-Neu-Guinea’* (1914), p. xriii. ~ 

(4) Ames, "Orcbidsccae,” v. (1915). 

(•) Ames, "OrchidaceM," v, (1915), Pref, p. ix. 
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genas Dipodium. In this region the two great genera Denirobium and Bulbo- 
phyllum still predominate with species greatly in excess of those in our own 
continent. 

The Japanese botanist, B. Hayata,<*> who has recently devoted special atten¬ 
tion to the botany of Formosa, enables us to carry our investigations a step 
further north. He has assigned 32 genera to the orchid-flora of that island. Of 
this number, 21 also occur in Australia, vis.: — 

1. Oberonia, Lindl. 8. Pholidota, Lindl. 15. Zeuxine, Lindl. 

2. Liparis, L. C. Rich. 9. Calanihe, R. Br. 16. Cheirostylis, Bl. 

3. Dendrobium, Sw. 10. Eulophia, R. Br. 17. Goody era, R. Br. 

4. Bulbophyllum, Thou. 11. Cymbidium, Sw. 18. Crypiostylis, R. Br. 

5. Eria, Lindl. 12. Luisia, Gaud. 19. Nennlia, Comm. 

6. Phreatia, Lindl. 13. Cleisostoma, Bl. 20. Didymoplexis, Griff. 

7. Phaius, Lour. 14. AnoectochUus, Bl. 21. Habenaria, Willd. 

This table indicates a very considerable reduction in the number of genera in 
common with Australia, all of them being poorly developed in species and half 
of them monotypic. Almost without exception the species are endemic and 
there are none in common with our own. 

Japan, lying in the North Pacific, between the 30th and 50th parallels of 
latitude, differs greatly in climate and humidity from the islands already 
considered. 

Matsumura^^^ in his Index records 71 genera of orchids, comprising 183 
species. This, however, includes some Formosan plants. After deducting 
these, the flora stands at approximately 53 genera and 147 species. 'I'he following 
23 genera are common to these islands and Australia:— 

1. Habenaria, Willd. (5)^®^ 13. Liparis, Lour. (2) 

2. Microtis, R. Br. (1) 14. Phaius, Lour. (2) 

3. Galeola, Lour. (2) 15. Calanihe, R. Br. (13 

4. Epipogum, Gmel. (1) 16. Dendrobium, Sw. (3) 

5. NcnHlia, Comm. (1) 17. Bulbophyllum, Thou. (2) 

6. Gastrodia, R. Br. (4) 18. Cirrhopetahm, Lindl. (1) 

7. Spiranthes, Rich. (1) 19. Eria, Lindl. (2) 

8. Goodyera, Bl. (9) 20. Cymbidium, Sw. (16) 

9. Corymbis, Thou. (1) 21. Sarochilus, R. Br. (1) 

10. Zeuxine, Lindl. (1) 22. Luisia, Gaud. (1) 

11. Microstylis, Nutt. (2) 23. Taeniophyllum, Bl. (1) 

12. Oberonia, Lindl. (1) 

These genera are distributed throughout the parallels above mentioned, seven 
of them being recorded from the most northerly island of Yezo. Among the 
latter are such genera as Gastrodia, Spiranthes, Calatithe, and Phajus. As one 
might expect in these high latitudes, there is a great reduction in the development 
of Brio, Dendrobium, and Bulbophyllum, which are here represented by two, 
three, and two species, respectively. They do not appear to have been recorded 
80 far north as the island of Yezo. 

Only four orchids are conspecifle with types in Australia, vis.:—Corymbis 
(Corymborchis) veratrifolia, Rchb. f.; Spiranthes australis, Undl. (=5". sinensis, 
Ames); Phajus grandifolius, Lour.; Microtis parvifiora, R. Br. The most 

leones Plant Formosan, iv. (1914), 23. 

(7>J. Matsumura, “Index Plantantm Japoniconiin,” ii. (1905), 234. 

(®) The number of species is included in brackets after the genus. 




northerly range recorded for the Australian type Microtis, R. Br., is the island of 
Nippon, in latitude 36“ N, 

Turning now to the South Pacific Ocean, it at once becomes apparent that 
our material is much less extensive than that which we have been discussing, for 
a vast amount of work still remains to be accomplished in these regions. Prac¬ 
tically the only islands from which we have fairly reliable (though often scanty) 
data, are:—New Caledonia (including the Loyalty Islands), New Hebrides, Fiji, 
Samoa, Society Islands (including Tahiti), the ^lomons, the Carolines (includ¬ 
ing the Pelew Islands), the Marianne or Ladronc Islands, Bonin Island, and, 
of course. New Zealand, where excellent handbooks have been published. 

In what follows, I have excluded the Bismarck Archipelago and that of 
D’Entrecasteaux, as forming part of New Guinea. 

It appears from an investigation of our records, that less than a third of 
our ejtotic genera are unrepresented in this portion of the globe, though some of 
these may yet be reported. These genera comprise Osyricera, Bl.; Pholidota, 
Lindl.; Pachystotna, Bl.; Epipogum, Gmel.; Phalaenopsis, Lindl.; CIcisostoma, 
Bl.; Or«itAo’cM«j, Wall.; Corymbis (Corymborchis),ThoM.-, Chcirostylis, B\.; 
and Apostasia, Bl. The remaining genera are all represented by species which 
are almost exclusively endemic. 

Four well-known genera are up to the present monotypic, viz., Cymbidium, 
Sw.; Eulophia, R. Br.; Caleota, Thou.; and Vanda, Jones. On the other hand, 
Dendrobium with upwards of ^ species, Bulbophyllum with about 23, Phreatia 
about 18, and Calanthe with 23, are well developed. 

In one instance two islands a considerable distance apart, Samoa and Fiji, 
share a species of Oberonia in common. In another case, a species described by 
Reichb. f. as from the “Pacific Isles,” is represented by a variety in Thursday 
Island, a possession of Queensland. Two other well-known Au.stralian species, 
Dendrobium hispidum, A. Rich., and Calanthe veratrifoUa, R. Br., have been 
reported from Samoa and New Caledonia respectively. In addition to these, the 
widely distributed species Phajus grandifolius, L^ur.; Geodorum pictum, Lindl.; 
Luisia teretifolia. Gaud.; and Spiranthes australis, Lindl. (=5. sinensis, Ames), 
also occur in Australia. 

This last species, together with Gastrodia sesamoides, R. Br., and Cory- 
santhes bicalcarata, R. Br.,<w we also share with New Zealand. 

Our exotic genera appear to be distributed among the above islands as 
follows:— 


1. New Caledonia 


21 genera and 101 species 

2. Loyalty 

3. New Hebrides 

• • • • 

• 9 mm 

2 

4 

ft 

2 

11 

99 

99 

4. Fiji 

f m mm 

13 

fb 

33 

99 

5. Samoa .. 

mm mm 

18 

»» 

54 

99 

6. Society 

mm mm 

10 


16 

99 

7. Tahiti ., 

• • mm 

10 

99 

16 


8, Solomons 

• m mm 

5 

99 

11 


9. Carolines 

mm mm 

3 

f9 

3 


10. Pelew Islands 

mm mm 

2 

99 

2 


11. Marianne 

mm mm 

3 

99 

3 


12. Bonin Island .. 

mm mm 

1 

99 

2 


13. New Zealand .. 


6 

99 

17 

99 

14. Pacific Islands (unspecified).. 

10 


18 

99 

99 


(*) Dendrobium GouldU, Ridtb. f., Var. aeutum, RieM). f. 

(to) This species is oonspecific with C. CheetematmU, Hook, f., in the Doaiinion. 
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The following tables show tht; stations in the South Pacific for the various 
genera and the number of species representing each genus at the respective 
stations:— 

1. Microstylis, Nutt. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (3), Fiji (8). Total 12 

species, all endemic. 

2. Oberonia, Lindl. New Caledonia (2), Samoa (2), Fiji (1), Ix)yalty 

(1), Society (2), Tahiti (1), Pacific Lslands, unspecified, (2). Total 
10 species, all endemic, except in the case of 1 species shared in 
common by Fiji and Samoa. 

3. Liparis, Rich. New Caledonia (7), Samoa (4), Society (3), unspecified 

(1). Total 15, all endemic. 

4. Dendrobium, Sw. New Caledonia (25), Samoa (7), Hebrides (7), 

Solomons (7), Fiji (7), Society (3), Pelew (2). Marianne (1), New 
Zealand (1), unspecified (5). Total 65. of which 63 are endemic. 

5. Bulbophyllum, Thou. New Caledonia (12), Samoa (3). Fiji (1), Solo¬ 

mons (1), Carolines (1), Society (1), Pelew (1). New Zealand (2), 
unspecified (1). Total 23. all endemic. 

6. Cirrhopetalum, Lindl. New Caledonia (2), unspecified (1). Total 3, 

endemic. 

7. Osyricera, Rl. Unrepresented. 

8. Eria, Lindl. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (5), Society (1). Solomons 

(1) . Total 8, endemic. 

9. Phreatia, Lindl. New Caledonia (9). Samoa (4), Fiji (2), Society (1), 

New Hebrides (1). 'I'ahiti (1). Total 18. endemic. 

10. Pachystoma, Bl. Unrepresented. 

11. Spathoglottis, Bl. New Caledonia (6), Fiji and Samoa (1), Carolines 

(2) , unspecified (1). Total 10, endemic. 

12. Phajus, Lour. New Caledonia (4), Samoa (1). Total 5, of which 

4 are endemic, and 1 from New Caledonia in common with Australia. 

13. Pholidota, Lindl. Unrepresented. 

14. Calanthe, R. Br. New Caledonia (7), Samoa (7), Fiji (3), Carolines 

(1), Tahiti (3), unspecified (2). Total 23, of which 22 are endemic, 
and 1 species common to New Caledonia and Australia. 

15. Euhphia, R. Br. Loyalty Islands. 1 endemic. 

16. Cytnbidium, Sw. Solomons, 1 endemic. 

17. Gcodorum, Jacks. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (1), unspecified (1). 

Total 3, of which 2 are endemic; I (G. pictum, Lindl.) is common to 
New Caledonia and Australia. 

18. Luisia, Gaud. New Caledonia (2), Bonin Island (2). Total 4, of which 

3 are endemic, and 1 (L. teretifolia, Gaud.) from New Caledonia is 
in common with Australia. 

19. Phalaenopsis, Lindl. Unrepresented in the South Sea Islands, but a 

species, P. psilantha, Schltr., occurs in the Celebes. 

20. SarcochilHs, R. Br. New Caledonia (5), Fiji (1), Solomons (1), New 

Zealand (1). Total 8, endemic. 

21. Vanda, Jones. Pacific Isles (unspecified), 1 endemic. 

22. Cleisostoma, Bl. Unrepresented. 

23. Omithochilus, Wall. Unrepresented. 

24. Taeniophyllum, Bl. New C^edonia (2), Samoa (1), Fiji (2), Society 

(1), Tahiti (2). Total 8, endemic. 

25. Geleola, Thpu. < New Caledonia, 1 endemic. 

26. Corymbis (Corymborchis), Thou. Unrepresented. 

27. Spiranthes, Rich. New Caledonia (2), New Zealand (1). 1'otal 3, 

of which 1 species is endemic to New Caledonia, and 1 is common 
to the above stations and Australia. 



330 


28. AnoectochUus, BI. New Caledonia (2), Fiji (1). Total 3, endemic. 

29. Zeuxine, Lin^. New Caledonia (2), Samoa (4), Marianne Islands 

(1), unspecified (2). Total 9, endemic. 

30. Cheirostylis, Bl. Unrepresented. 

M. Goodyera, R. Br. New Caledonia (2), Samoa (1), New Hebrides (1), 

Tuiti (1). Total 5, endemic. 

32. Hetaeria, Bl. Samoa (3), Fiji (3), Society (1). Total 7, endemic. 

33. Cryptostylis, R. Br. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (1), Fiji (1). Total 3, 

endemic. 

34. Corysanthes, R. Br. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (1), Hebrides (2), 

New Zealand (8), unspecified (1). Total 13, of which 12 are endemic, 

and 1 (C. Cheesemanii, Hook, f.) from New Zealand is conspecific 

with a ^ecies (C. bicalcaraia, Br.) in Australia. 

35. NervUia, C^m. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (1), Marianne Islands 

(1) . Total 3, rademic. 

36. Didymoplex^, ,'Griff. New Caledonia (1), Samoa (1). Total 2, 

endemic. 

37. Gastrodia, R. Br. New Zealand 3, of which 2 are endemic and 1 (G. 

sesamoides, R. Br.) is common to New 2^aland and Australia. 

38. Epipogum, Gmel. Unrepresented. 

39. Habenaria, Willd. New Caledonia (2), Fiji (2), Samoa (4), Society 

(2) . Total 10, endemic. 

40. Dipodium, R. Br. New Caledonia (1), Hebrides (1). Total 2, endemic. 

41. Apostasia, Bl. Unrepresented. 

Of all our exotic genera, Dendrobium aand Bulbophyllum are probably the 
most interesting, having a vast developing centre and distributing depot in New 
Guinea, adapting themselves to great extremes of climate, and extending in their 
range from 37® of latitude north to well below 47th parallel of latitude south 
(Stewart Island). 

To Australians, particular interest will centre round another genus, Coty- 
ianthes, R. Br., which we have hitherto considered a true Australian type. Until 
recently, it was known to the botanical world by less than a dozen species scat¬ 
tered over our Commonwealth and New Zealand, together with four presumable 
emigrants resident in Java. To-day we must readjust our views. Close on 
50 species are now known, with apparently a propagating centre in New Guinea 
from which station 21 species have already been described. It has also been 
teported from the Himalayas, from several islands in the Malay Archipelago, 
from the Celebes, the Philippines, and three from the South Sea Islands. The range 
of these delicate little plants is thus seen to be great, extending from a little 
below the Tropic of Cancer to Stewart Island (New Zealand), situated about 
the 47th parallel of south latitude. Of the 8 species which are natives of New 
Zealand, only one is conspecific with a species in Australia. A characteristic 
feature of the endemic species of the Dominion is to be found in the long filiform 
lateral sepals and petals. This is not present in any known Australian species, 
but is seen in two of the Javanese species, and also in some of those recorded by 
Schlechter, J. J, Smith, and Ridley, from New Guinea. It is curious that the 
development of this genus should be greater within the narrow confines of New 
Zealand than on our own continent. 

Another exotic of more than passing interest to our botanists is Cryptostylis,, 
R. Br. It is distributed from Ceylon, through the Malay Arthipelago to New 
Guinea, where it reaches its maximum development. Hayata<“> reports a species. 

•'IconeS, Plant. Formosan ,” iv. (1914), 117. ' 
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from Formosa,and Ames^“> records the Javanese species (C. arachnites, Bl.) 
from the Philippines; 3 endemic species also occur in different islands in the 
South Pacific. Altogether some 17 species have been described. Schlechtcr<'^> 
speaks of these plants in New Guinea as ^pical mountain-climbers, as they have 
been collected at considerable heights. This has also been our experience in 
Australia, and Baron von Mueller has likewise described a member of this 
genus from Samoa, where it was found growing at an altitude of 3,000 fee^ 
(upwards of 900 metres). 

Dipodium, R. Br., has also been placed among the exotic genera, although it 
is admittedly difficult to decide on the immigrant nature of this genus, as it 
occurs sporadically in the Malay Arch^elago, New Guinea, Celebes, New 
Caledonia, and New Hebrides. The fact that some of its members are epiphytic 
and others terrestrial saprophytes, appears to indicate its affinities with a tropical 
flora. Including our own two species, 11 have been described. Further know¬ 
ledge of the orchid vegetation of New Guinea may dispel any doubts as to the 
position of this particular genus. 


3 . Australian Types, not Endemic. 

The following are regarded as true generic types originating in Australia, 
but not endemic:— 


If 


1. Calochilus, R. Br. 

2. Thelymitra, Forst. 

3. Orthoceras, R. Br. 

4. Prasophyllum, R. Br. 

5. Microtis, R. Br. 

6. Pterostylis, R. Br. 

7. Caleana, R. Br. 


8. Acianthus, R. Br. 

9. Lyperanthus, R. Br. 

10. Cyrtosiylis, R. Br. 

11. Caladenia, R. Br 

12. Adenochilus, Hook. f. 

13. Chiloglottis, R. Br. 


The distribution of these genera is as follows:— 

1. Calochilus, R. Br. Australia 5, New Zealand 2 (in common with Aus¬ 

tralia), New Caledonia 1. Total species 6, of which 4 arc endemic. 

2. Thelymitra, R. Br. Australia 30, New Zealand 12 (5 in common with 

Australia and 7 endemic). New Caledonia 2 (1 endemic, 1 in common 
with Australia), Java 1 (in common with Philippines), Timor 1 
(endemic). /Total 40, of which 34 are endemic. 

3. Orthoceras, R. Br. Australia 1, New Zealand 1 (in common with 

Australia). Total 1. 

4. Prasophyllum, R. Br. Australia 58, New Zealand 4 (of which 2 are in 

common with Australia), New Caledonia 1 (doubtful). Total 60, 
of which 58 are endemic. 

5. Microtis, R. Br. Australia 9, New Zealand 1 (in common with Aus¬ 

tralia), New Caledonia 2 (of which 1 is endemic and 1 in common 
with Australia), 1 Australian species reported from Java, Formosa, 
Philippines, Japan, and South China. Total 10, of which 8 are 
endemic. 

6. PterPstylis, R. Br. Australia 43, New Zealand 12 (of which 8 are 

endemic and 4 common to Australia), New Caledonia 4^**> (of which 
1 is endemic and 3 in common with Australia), New ^inea 2 
(endemic). Total 54, of which 50 are^endemic. 


(WA species which amieart to be identical with that of Hayata is reported by Rogers 
and White from British New Guinea in Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., xliv. (Iv20). p. 118. 

(i») “Orchidaceae,” v. (1915), 19. 

Orchidaceen von Deutsch-Neu-Guinea" (1914), 26. 

(t») Wing's Southern Sc. Rec., i. (1881), 172. 

4t4lRendl^ Joum. Linn. Soc., xlv. (1921), 253. 
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7. CeUeana, R, Br. Australia 4, New Zealand 1 (in common with Aus¬ 

tralia). Total 4, 3 of which are endemic. t 

8. Acianthus, R. Br. Austrdia 5 (endemic), New Zealand 1 (endemic). 

New Caledonia 12 (endemic).^’') Total 18, endemic. 

9. Lypermfhus, R. Br. Australia 5 (endemic). New ^Zealand 1 (endemic). 

New Caledonia 7 (ondemic). Total 13, endemic. 

10. Cyrtostylis, R. Br. Australia 1 (endemic). New Zealand 1 (endemic). 

Total, 2, endemic. 

11. Caladenia, R. Br. Australia 56, New Zealand 4 (endemic). New 

Caledonia 1 (in common with Australia), Java 1 (in conmon with 

Australia), Timor 1 (doubtful). Total W or 61, of which 58 are 

endemic to Australia. 

12. Adenochiltu, Hook. f. Australia 1 (endemic). New Zealand 1 

(endemic). Total 2, endemic. 

13. Chiloglottis, R. Br. Australia 7, New Zealand 2 (of which 1 is endemic 

and 1 common with Australia). Total 8, of which 7 are endemic. 

It is important to notice that the closest affinity of Australia’s t)rpical genera 
is clearly with New Zealand, where all are represented, and no less than 9 of 
them by one or more species common to the two countries, the remaining 4 being 
represented by species endemic to New Zealand. Thelymitra and Pterostylis 
have undergone considerable development'in the Dominion, each of them com¬ 
prising 12 species. 

It is significant also, that from only one other station in the South-east 
Pacific, have any of our typical genera been reported, New Caledonia, where 
7 of these emigrants have become resident. Out of this number four are repre¬ 
sented by species in common with this country, vis., Thelymitra, Microtis, 
Pterostylis, and Caladenia, and the others by a considerable number of endemic 
forms, Acianthus comprising 12, and Lyperanthus 7. 

It may seem rather remarkable that New Caledonia, which, according to 
the present disposition of land areas, is only about 700 miles distant from the 
nearest coastline of the Commonwealth, should contain relatively such a smaller 
proportion of our orchid-flora than New Zealand, whidi is further removed. 
It must be remembered, however, that apart from the difference in superficial 
area of the two places, the botany of the former island has been much less 
thoroughly investigated than that of the other; and furdier, that the genera under 
consideration are much more generously developed in the south-eastern portion of 
Australia than in Queensland. 

Three of the above types— Thelymitra, Microtis, and Caladenia —have 
reached the Malay Archipelago, where they are represented monotypically, one 
by an endemic and the other two of them by Australian species. 

So far, only one genus, Pterostylis, has been reported from New Guinea, 
but it is by no means improbable that others will be discovered soon. Both of 
these were collected at great altitudes. 

Only two genera appear to have migrated to any considerable distance from 
their native habitat, viz., Thelymitra and Microtis. Both of these have been 
recorded from the Philippines by Ame8,<'*> the former being represented by a 
Javanese species, and the latter a plant supposed to be con^Micific with 
Microtis porrifola, Spreng., and identical with the Javanese Microtis. Tht 

aT)Rcndle, U.,2M. 

(U) “OrchidaceM,” v. (191S), 18. 
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latter, however, as illustrated by J. J. Smith,is almost certainly M. parviflora, 
R. Br.. and not M. porrifolia, Spreng. If this is correct, M. parviflora has an 
enormous range, extending from Japan, where it has been reported by Mat- 
sumura,^*®^ through the Philippines, South China, Java, New Caledonia, and 7'as- 
mania. The genus itself extends as far south as Stewart Island (New Zealand) 
in latitude 47"^. 

The internal distribution of these genera throughout the States is shown 
below, along with the rest of the orchid-flora. It is probably sufficient to state 
here, that it is essentially extra-tropical and but poorly developed in Queensland 
and Northern Territory. Three of the genera— Adcnochilus, Orthoceras, and 
Cyrtostylis —are monotypic. The first of these is extremely localized and confined 
to New South Wales. Cyrtostylis occurs within the orchid zones in all States, 
and Orthoceras has been reported from the southern border of Queensland and 
from all other States except Western Australia. 

The most important of them are Thelymitra, Prasophyllum, Pierostylis, and 
Caladcnia, The first of these finds its maximum development in Western Aus¬ 
tralia with 17 species; the next in New South Wales with 23; Pterostylis in 
New South Wales and Victoria, each with 27; and Caladoua in Western 
Australia, with 35. 

Calcana is a small genius of four species. Three of these are confined to 
Ea.stcni and South Australia; the fourth is peculiar to Western Australia. 

Acianthus is also a small genus with five species. It is distributed along 
the coast of Eastern and South Australia, becoming reduced to a single species 
in the West, where it is rare and localized. 

Lyperanthus comprises five species, only one of which occurs in Queensland 
and South Australia. Three are known in New South Wales, one of which is 
peailiar to that State; three also in Western Australia, one of these being 
limited to that part of the continent; two occur in Victoria and Tasmania. 

Chiloglottis has seven species, all of which are restricted to the east coast 
of the continent and Tasmania. 


4, Endemic Flora. 


Australia possesses nine (possibly 

1. Adclopctalum, Fitzg. (?) 

2. Epiblema, R. Br. 

3. Pittris, Sm. 

4. Afiticheirostylis, Fitzg. 

5. Drakaea, Lindl. 


10) endemic genera:— 

6. Spiculoea, Lindl. 

7. Eriochiliis, R, Br. 

8. Burnettia, Lindl. 

9. Lcptoceras, Lindl. 
10. Glossodia, R. Br. 


Adelopetalum, Fitzg., is not admitted by all botanists to separate 

generic rank. The founder described and figured it as apetalous. He 

further regarded it as identical with a Queensland plant described 
by F. M. Bailey under the name of Bulbophyllum bractcatum. In 

the latter plant, the petals are develoi)ed, as I have personally observed by an 

examination of fresh specimens sent to me from Queensland. These segments 
are hidden by the dorsal .sepal and may possibly have escaped the notice of 
Fitzgerald. If the two plants are really identical as they appear to be, one would 
have no hesitation in regarding it as an aberrant form of Bulbophyllum, Fitz¬ 
gerald’s plant was found in the extreme north of New South Wales close to the 
Queensland border, and Bailey’s on the Nerang River in the south of the latter 
State. 


(i») “Die Orchideen von Java,*' Atlas, i., 1908), t, 26. 
(^) Index Plant. Japon., ii. (1905), 254. 

(«)Bot. Bull., iv. (1891), 17. 
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Of the other genera, four are monotypic, viz., Epiblema, a close relation of 
Thelymitra, and confined to the extreme south-western portion of Western 
Australia; Auticheirostylis, described by R. D. Fitegerald from a sitij'le locality 
in New South Wales; Bumettia, related to Lyperanthus and limited in its dis¬ 
tribution to the three States of New South Wales, Victoria, and Tasmania; and 
Leptoceras, a genus without any very close affinities, but approaching most nearly 
to Eriochiius and a single mentber (C. MenzicsH, Br.) of the Caladenias. 
Leptoceras has undoubtedly reached us from Western Australia, where it is very 
common. It is distributed sparsely in South Australia, is rare in Victoria, and 
has not been recorded from any of the other States. 

By far the best developed of the endemic genera is Diuris, comprising 25 
species, well represented in all the States of extra-tropical Australia, and in one 
instance penetrating into the tropics as far north as the 18th parallel of latitude. 
Some of its members are adapted to very variable conditions of soil and climate, 
one having been recorded even from the great Victoria Desert in the West It 
hybridizes easily and propagates freely, both by cross-pollination and by the 
vegetative method. It is singular that a genus having such admirable properties 
for di^rsion should not have been reported from any station outside Australia. 
Its gynostemium approaches rather nearly in its fundamental structure to that 
of Thelymitra, and the only apparent advantage possessed by the latter genus 
is that it includes among its members some self-pollinating species, while Diuris 
has none. Yet Thelymitra has migrated as far into the tropics as the Malay 
Archipelago and the Philippines, and certain of its Australian self-pollinating 
species are to be found in New Zealand and New Caledonia. Diuris is an 
exceedingly characteristic and virile genus and finds its best development in 
New South Wales, where it is represented by 17 species. 

Drakaea and Spiculoea are two very remarkable small genera with grotesque 
insectiform flowers. Lindley very pro^rly separated them, but Bentimm com- 
ffined them, although they hiad very few craracters in common Quite recently 
Schlechtert**^ has proposed that Lindley’s separation into two genera be again 
restored. Each genus now contains three species, all the Drakaeas and one 
species of Spiculoea being peculiar to Western Australia, and two species of 
Spiculoea being confined to the Eastern States of Queensland, New South Wales, 
and Victoria. Spiculoea irritabilis penetrates the tropics as far as the 18th degree 
of south latitude. 

Eriochilus is monotypic in the five Eastern States, but in the Western is 
represented by four other species, which are peculiar to the south-western corner 
of the continent. This genus is probably most nearly allied to Caladenia. 

Glossodia contains five species, two of which occur in Queensland, New 
South Wales, and Victoria, and one of these in Tasmania and South Australia; 
as in the case of Eriochilus, the remaining three are peculiar to the south-western 
comer of the continent. It is extra-tropical. 

An examination of our endemic orchid-flom shows that a number of them 
are peculiar to various States. It will be noticed that the number of species 
comprised under the above nine genera is 45. Of these no less than two genera 
and 18 species are peculiar to Western Austndia. These will, in tdl probability, 
be considerably augmented as our knowledge of the flora of that part of the 
continent increases. 

In New South Wales one of the endemic genera is peculiar to that State, 
and also nine species. 

In South Australia only one species of an endemic genus is peculiar, and in 
the remaining States there are not any. 


(SOFedde, Repert, xvii. (1921), 78. 



335 


5. General. 

The distribution of the various genera throughout the States of the Com¬ 
monwealth is shown 4n the following table, the endemic genera being indicated by 
an asterisk;— 


No of valid Species 






1. Microstylis, Nutt. 

2. Oberonia, Lindl. 

3. Liparis, Rich. 

4. Dendrobium, Sw. 

5. Bulbcphyllum, Thou. 

6. *Adelopeialitm, Fitz. 

7. Cirrhopctalunt, Lindl. 

8. Osvriccra, Bl. 

9. Ena, Lindl . 

10. Phrcatia, Lindl. .. 

11. Pachystonia, Bl. .. 

12. Spathogloitis, Bl. 

13. Phaixis, Lour. 

14. Pholidota, Lindl. 

15. Calanthe, R. Br. .. 

16. Eulophia, R, Br. .. 

17. Cypubidititn, Sw. .. 

18. (rcodorum, Jacks. 

19. Dipodium, R. Br. , . 

20. Luisia, Gaud. 

21. Phalaenopsts, Lindl. 

22. Sara chillis, R. Br. 

23. Vanda, R, Br. .. 

24. Clcisostoma, Bl. . . 

25. Ornithochilus, Wall. 

26. Taeuiophyllum, Bl. 

27. Galcola, "J'hou. . . 

28. Coryfftbis, Thou, .. 

29. Spiranthes, Rich. 

30. Anoecfochilus, Bl. 

31. Zeuxine, Lindl. .. 

32. Cheirostylis, Bl. . . 

33. Goody era, R. Br. 

34. Hctaeria, Bl. 

35. Thelymitra, Forst. 

36. *Epibhma, R. Br. 

37. ^Diuris, Sm. .. .. 

38. Orthoccras, R. Br. 

39. Cryptostylis, R. Br. 

40. Prasophyllum, R. Br . 

41. *AHtichetrost;^Hs, Fitzg 

42. Microtis, R. Br. .. 


N. Ter. 

Qd. 

INS W 

1 

Vict. 

Tas. 

S.A. 

W.A. 


1 







2 

2 






8 

2 





3 

44 

14 

2 

1 


1 


16 

5 







1 






1 







1 







3 







2 






1 

2 







2 

1 






1 







1 

1 





1 

2 





1 

1 

5 

3 




1 

1 

2 

1 





1 

2 

1 I 

1 

1 

1 



1 







1 







15 

8 

2 

1 



1 

7 

2 






1 

1 






1 

1 






2 

2 






1 







1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 







2 

1 






2 







1 







2 

10 

15 

8 

16 

17 







1 


9 

17 

8 

5 

8 

7 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 


7 

23 

20 

12 

13 

15 



1 






2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

8 


^Endemic genera. 










Genera 

No. of valid Species. 

N. Ter. 

Od. 

N.S.W. 

Vict. 

T««. 

S.A. 

W.A. 

43. Corxsanthcs, R. Br. 



4 

4 

■1 

3 

1 

44. Pterostylis, R. Br. 

1 


27 

27 

mi 

21 

10 

45. Caleana, R. Br. 



2 

3 

■B 

2 

1 

46. *Drakaea, Lindl . 







3 

47. *Spiculoea, Lindl. 



2 

2 

■ 


1 

48. Acianihus, R. Br. 



3 

2 


2 

1 

49. *Eriochilus, R. Br. 


1 

1 

1 


1 

4 

50. Lyperanthus, R. Br. 


1 

3 

2 


1 

3 

51. *Burnettia, Lindl. 



1 

1 

1 



52. Cyrtostylh, R. Br. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

53. *Leptoceras, Lindl. 




1 


1 

1 

54. Caladenia, R. Br. 


5 

16 

19 

12 

18 

35 

55. *Glossoiia, R. Br. 


2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

56. Adenochilus, Hook. f. 



1 





57. Chiloglottis, R. Br. 


2 

5 

5 

2 



58. Calochilus, R. Br. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

59. Nervilia, Comm. 

1 

4 






60. Didymoplexis, GriflF. 

1 







61. Gnstrodia, R. Br. 


2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

62. Epipogum, Gmel. 


1 

1 





63. Hahemria, Willd. 

9 

8 






64. Apostasia, B1 . 


1 






Total number of valid species 



! 177 





for each State .. .. 

22 

209 1 



82 

' 98 

118 

Total number of genera for 





II 



each State . 

^2 

53 

1 

40 

25 

_ 

1 

19 

23 


*£ndemic genera. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ORCHIDACEOUS FLORA OF AUSTRALIA. 

By R. S. Rogers, M.A., M.D. 

[Read October 11, 1923.] 

Plate XXVIL 

Caladenia cristata, n. sp. 

Planta gracilis, hirsuta, circa 30 cm. alta; folium lineare, circiter 10 cm. 
longuni, hirsutissimum; bractea subulata ad medium caulis. Flos solitarius. 
Sepala subaequalia, circiter 2 cm. longa; dorsale lanccolatum, erectum, incur- 
vatum; lateralia latiora, acuminata, patentia. Petala circiter 15 mm. longa. 
sepalis angustiora. l^abellum breviler unguiculatum. mobile, cordiforme, apice 
recurvo, circiter 8 mm. longuni, marginibus integerrimis; calli stipitati, atro- 
purpurei, clavati vel lineares, confertissimi, in lamina forma cristae mediae 
instructi, propc apieem terminantes. Columna subacquilonga labello, incur- 
vatissima, in diniidio superiore late membranaceo-dilatata. 

Western Australia: Murchison District, Dr. E. S. Simpson, September, 
1923. 

A slender hairy plant about 30 cm. high; leaf linear about 10 cm. long; 
a subulate appressed stem-bract about the middle and a shorter acuminate bract 
below the flower pedicel. Flower solitary; segments of perianth yellowish- 
green, with a central reddish stripe; sepals subequal, the dorsal one erect incurved 
lanceolate about 2 cm. long, the lateral ones wider acuminate spreading; the 
lateral petals linear-lanceolate, much narrower than the sepals, about 1 5 cm. long. 
Labellum reddish-brow^n, spreading, mobile on a short claw, cordiform, the 
extreme apex shortly recurved, margins entire; lamina with divergent red vein- 
ings; calli on long ciliated stalks, crowded into a conspicuous rather narrow dense 
crest along the centre, extending from the claw almost to the apex, the extremities 
purple bilobed near the claw clavate towards the centre of the disc and more or 
less linear near the apex. Column almost equal in length to the labellum, much 
incurved and very widely winged in its upper half. 

This very striking and characteristic species approximates in the shape of 
its column and in the arrangement of its calli to Caladenia plicata, Fitzg., but 
differs from that species in the absence of clubbed sepals and fringed labellar 
margins. In my specimens the margins of the labellum are revolute, possibly 
due to deterioration of the flow^er during the journey. I'he calli do not appear 
to be arranged in definite rows as in C. plicata, but are crowded into a dense dark 
purple central band, which stands conspicuously erect on the lighter-coloured 
disc. The specific name has reference to the crested appearance of this band of 
calli. 

I am indebted for my specimens to Mrs. Felloe, the well-known flower artist 
of Perth. 

Praaophyllum Colemanae, n. sp. 

Planta robustiuscula, 30-40 cm. alta; spica circiter 8 cm. longa, laxiuscula. 
Flores iavandulacei vel lilacini, circiter 21, pedicellis perbrevibus; ovaria brevia 
turgida. Sepalum dorsale subviride, circiter 7 mm. longum, oblongo-lanceolatum, 
concavum, ercctum vel recurvum, apice acuto; lateralia viridia, libera, divaricata, 
patentia, circiter 8 mm. longa, Petala lavandulacea, obtusiusculis apicibus. 
patentia, 7 mm. longa^ 1 75 mm. lata. Labellum lavandulaceum, subaequilongum 
sepalis lateralibus, late ovatum, subsessile, complanatum, in medio leviter 
recurvum, marginibus crenatis ad apieem; pars callosa tenuis, subviridis, paulum 
ultra flexum producta; pars membranacea perlata. Columna brevis, laciniis 
oblongo-falcatis obtusibus rostello brevioribus; caudicula longuiscula. 



Victoria: Bayswater, Mrs. Edith G>lenian, 12/11/22. 

A moderately stout species with a rather loose spike of about 21 lavender 
(or lilac) flowers. Each flower subtended by a short wide rather blunt appressed 
bract, pedicel very short; ovaries short and turgid, not markedly retracted from 
the floral axis. Dorsal sepal greenish, about 7 mm. long, oblong-concave in its 
lower two-thirds, contracted above this into a somewhat conical point, recurved 
or erect; lateral sepals green, stout, conical, fluted above, spreading, about 
8 n)m. long, veiy divergent. Petals lavender with narrow green central stripe; 
7 5 mm. long, 1 75 mm. in widest part, narrowly oblong, rather blunt, spreading. 
Labellum lavender, nearly as long as the lateral sepals, widely ovate, nearly 
sessile; upper surface rather flat; slightly flexed in the middle; margins crenated 
anteriorly; the callous disc thin, greenish, ending in two inconspicuous knuckles 
just beyond the bend; the membranous part very wide; tip rather blunt. 
Column short; lateral appendages oblong-falcate with blunt often truncate tips 
and small bas^ lobes, shorter than the rostellum, usually lavender tinted, adnate 
to the sides of the stigmatic-plate as high as the base of the stigma; anther 
purplish, shorter than the lateral appendages and much shorter than the rostellum; 
caudicle rather long. 

Named in honour of Mrs. Coleman and her daughters, enthusiastic collectors 
of orchids in Victoria. 

Prasophyllum Tadgellianum, n. sp. 

Planta robustiuscula, 15-23 cm. alta; folium spicam excedens; spica laxa, 
4-5 cm. longa. Flores fere 8-12, pedicellis brevibus, subviridcs, interdum cum 
notationibus bruneis. Sepalum dorsale late lancralatum, subconcavum, acumi¬ 
natum, circiter 6 mm., basi contractum; lateralia usque ad medium connata, 
circiter 5 mm. longa. Petala falco-lanceolata, subpatentia, circiter 5 mm. longa. 
Labellum sessile, inferiore dimidio ad columnam erectum, deinde in semicirculo 
recurvum, a basi suborbiculare, ultra_ flexum anguste cuneatum; par.s callosa 
triangularis, paene ad apicem prominente products. Columnae laciniae in 
altitudme rostello aequantes, falcatae, obtusae. Stigma oblique reniforme. 
Anthera rostello paulo brevior. 

Victoria: Mount Bogong (6,500 feet), A. J. Tadgell, 7/2/23; Mount 
Hotham (5,100 feet), Dec., 1914. 

Nevir ^uth Wuet: Mount Kosciusko, Dr. Green, Dec., 1921. 

Plant rather riiort and stout, from about 15-23 cm. high; the leaf exceeding 
the spike in length. Spike loose, 4-5 cm. long. Flowers usually 8-12, on short 
pedicels, greenish, or yellow with chocolate markings down the middle of the 
permath-segments, tdso down the middle and on the sides of the labellum. Dorsal 
.sepal widely lanceolate, somewhat concave, acuminate, contracted at the base, 
about 5 mm. long; lateral sepals connate to the middle, about 5 mm. long. 
Labellum sessile, the lower half almost orbicular erect against the column, then 
semicircularly recurved, narrowly cuneate beyond the bend; callous part rather 
widely triangular at the base, prominently raised and extending almost to the 
tip of the distal half; membranous part rather narrow throughout. Wings of 
the column about equal in heiji^t with the rostellum, falcate with truncate or 
obtuse tips. Stigma very oblique, reniform. Anther slightly shorter than the 
rostellum. 

This plant was described by me as a variety of Prasophyllum Frenchii, 
F. V. M., in Transactions of the Royal Society of South Australia, xlvi. (1922), 
page 153. Fresh material has led me to believe that it should be regarded as a 
new species. It is a less slender and stouter plant than P. Frenchii, the labellum 
is not laterally qontracted as in that species, and the lateral sepals in all my 
specimens were deflnitely and consistently connate. 

It has only reached me from alpine stations, Mr. Tadgell states: ^'Mostly 
ikef grow in exposed positimis, nearly to the height of the cairn (6,508 feet) in 
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the grass or at the edges of damp watercourses. None were collected lower than 
5,750 feet. Their life (season) is short; in a fortnight they seem to mature 

and go off.” , 

Microtis oblonga, n. so. 

Planta gracillima, circa 22-45 cm. alta; folium elongatum, gracile, lamina 
circa 22 cm. longa. Spica laxa, fere circa 20 cm. longa. Flores minuti.ssimi, 
dissitissimi, pedicellis hrevibus gracilibus; ovaria gracilia oblongo-elliptica. 
Sepalum dorsale circa 3 mm. longum, suberectum, anguste cucullatum, acutum, 
apice leviter recurvo; lateralia arte revoluta. Petals circa 2 mm. longa, erecta, 
obtusa vel truncata, lineari-falcata, subconniventia cum sepalo dorsali. Labellum 
circa 2 5 mm. longum, reflexum, anguste oblongum, marginibus crenulatis, basi 
bicallosum prope apicem unicallosum. Columns robusta, brevissima, auriculis 
comparate grandibus. 

Victoria: Cravensville, A. B. Braine; Ringfwood, E. E. Pescott and A. B. 
Braine; Healesville, Edith Coleman; Grampians, C. W. D’Alton. 

South Australia: Myponga, Rogers. 

A very slender plant, about 22-45 cm. high; leaf slender, often exceeding 
the spike. Spike lax, generally 15-22 cm. Tong. Flowers very small, very 
distant, on short slender pedicels; ovah'es slender, oblong-elliptical. Dorsal sepal 
about 3 mm. long, almost erect, narrowly hooded, acute, the apex slightly re¬ 
curved; lateral sepals tightly revolute. Lateral petals about 2 mm. long, erect, 
obtuse or truncate, linear-falcate, posterior margins overlapped by dorsal sepal 
Labellum about 2 5 mm. long, reflexed, narrowly oblong, the margins crenulated. 
two large callosities at the base and one near the apex. Column stout, very 
short, with relatively large auricles. Caudicle long, pollinarium easily removed 
on a needle. 

This species is by no means uncommon in Victoria and South Australia, and 
has hitherto been confused with M. pannflora, Br., and sometimes with M. 
porrifolia. Spreng. The former has a labellum with entire margins which are 
not crenulated and there is no anterior callus. The latter is a robust plant with 
a very much larger flower than the new species, with a very wide dorsal sepal, 
deeply emarginate labellum, and very turgid ovary; it should be ea.sily dis¬ 
tinguished. M. oblonga approaches rather closely to M. truncata, Rogers, a 
Western Au.stralian species. In the latter, however, the labellum is at least 
as long as the dorsal sepal, the ovary is much twisted, and the calli on the labellum 
assume curious shapes, hastate or crescentric, whereas in the former they are 
rounded. 

The labellum is occasionally very slightly notched at the apex, and in 
dried specimens, owing to shrinka^^e, it often shows a marked lateral contraction, 
a feature which is seldom marked in the living .specimen. It blooms in November 
and December. 

Pterostylis decurva, n. sp. 

Glabra, ip^illima, circa 10-20 cm. alta. Folia radicalia fere 3. ovata vel 
ovalia, petiolis gracillimis sublongis; caulina bracteata, 4-5, sessilia, lineari- 
lanceolata, acuminata, circa 0 5-2'5 cm. longa. Flos solitarius, viridis, subgrandis. 
Galea apice filiformi decurvissimo instructa. Labium inferius erectum, cuneatum, 
sinu latissimo; lobi saepe 4-5 cm. longi, apicibus filifotroibus instructi. Labellum 
unquiculatum, lineari-oolongum, apice obtusum; lamina circiter 11 cm. longa. 
linea longitudinalis elevata in medio; appendix trifida, curvata, penicillata. 
Columna circiter 11 cm, longa, erecta; lobi superiores laciniarum lineares acuti, 
inferiorea oblongi, obtuai. Stigma ellipticum in medio columnae. 

Victoria: Fern-tree Gully, E. E. Pescott and A. *N. Bums, 20/11/20; 
also Ringwood and Belgrave, E. E. Pescott. 

A very slender glimrous species about 10-20 cm. high. Radical leaves not 
present at the time of flowering, usually 3, ovate or oval, on rather long and 
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very slender petioles; stem-leaves bract-like, 4-S, sessile, ruminate, linear- 
lanceolate, from 05-2S cm, long. Flower solitary, green with reddish-brown 
M)ex of galea and tip of labellum, often 4 cm, between the extreme points, 
(^lea extended at the apex into a long filiform and very much decurved point. 
Lower lip erect, cuneate, with a very wide sinus, its lobes often 4-5 cm. long, 
prolonged on each side of the galea into long filiform points. I^abellum on an 
irritable claw about 2 mm. long, Hnear-oblong, very obtuse at the apex, the latter 
recurved and protruding from the sinus; lamina about 11 cm. long, with a raised 
longitudinal line down the middle; appendix trifid, curved, penicillate. Column 
about 11 mm. long, erect; the upper angles of the wings produced into an acute 
linear tooth; the lower ones obtusely oblong. Stigma elliptical in the centre of 
the column. 

The new species undoubtedly comes very close to Pterostylis obtusa, Br., 
but it blooms at a totally different period of the year in exactly the same locality, 
and in the living plant it differs strikingly in the extreme decurvature of the 
apex of the galea, a characteristic feature which is often lost in the process of 
drying and pressing. 

Descriptions of the following orchids were published in English in Trans¬ 
actions Royal Society South Australia, xliv. (1920), page 322, et seq. They 
now appear in Latin in order to comply with the requirements of the Vienna 
Congress:— 

Drakaea Jeanenaia, n. sp. 

Gracillima, circiter 18-24 cm. alta. Folium orbiculare vel late ovato- 
cordatum, circiter 25 cm, in diametro, subrigidum, glabrum. Flos solitarius; 
ovarium subpyramidale. Segmenta perianthit subaequalia, anguste lincana, 
circiter 12 mm. longa; scpalum dorsale retroflexum; lateralia acute deflexa; 
petala acute deflexa, apicibus decussatis. Labellum in.sectiforme, mobillimum, 
ad apiceni pedis columnae per unguem elon^tum linearem articulatum; lamina 
circiter 12 mm. longa peltata, in duo lobis inaequalibus per constrictionem 
villosissiniam divisa; lobus minor globosus, tubcrculatissimus, hirsutissimus; 
lobus major substrictus convexus, prope unguem leviter pilosus, alibi levis, ad 
apicem subovatus, marginibus subrevolutis. Columna gracillima, retroflexa, ad 
apicem incurva, circiter 9 mm. longa, b^i in pedem elongatum linearem producta, 
ad basin 2-auriculis parvis triangularibus. Anthera magna obtusa; rostellum 
non prolongum. 

Western Australia: Ravenswood, near Pinjarra, Jean Scott Rogers, 
1/10/19. 

Microtis truncata, n. sp. 

Gracillima, circiter 22-38 cm. alta. Folium an^ste lineare; fistula infra 
medium; lamina circiter 10-25 cm. longa. Spica circiter 12-25 cm. longa; flores 
subvirides dissiti, pedicellis brevibus. Senium dorsale ovatum, cucullatum, 
erectum, apice acuto leviter recurvo, circiter 3 75 mm. longum 2 5 latumque; 
lateralia arte revoluta, oblongo-lanceolata, circiter 2 5 mm. longa. Petala erecta, 
obtusa, lineari-falcata, circiter 275 mm. longa, sepalis angustiora. Labellum 
paene oblongum, in medio contractum, marginibus leviter crenulatis, circiter 
3 75 mm. longum, *5-nerv08um; basi duo callis oblongo-ovalibus vel lunatis, 
anteriore unico callo magno hastato incrassatum. Columna brevissima; anthera 
minute mucronata, auriculis ^p-andibus prominentibus. 

Western Australia: Dumond Tree School, near Jarnadup, Miss lima 
Knox-Peden, December, 1918. 

Prasophyllum lanceolatum, n. sp. 

Subgracilis, circiter 40-77 cm. alta. Lamina folii circiter 12-15 cm. longa, 
spicam non excedens. ^ica circiter l2-2l cm. longa; (lores sub-brunnei, dissTti, 
ovaria brevta gn^llx* Segmenta perianthii anguste kmceolata; sepalum dorsale 
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leviter mcurvuni, circiter 10 mm. longum 2 mm. latumque, 5-nervosum, 
acuminatissimum; lateralia in medio connata, circiter 85 mfm. longa. Pctala 
angusta, falco-lanceolata, S-nervosa, circiter 7 mm. longa 125 mm. lataque. 
Labellum lanceolatum, perbreve unguiculatum, circiter 6‘5 mm. longum, prope 
medium arcuatum; pars membranacea angusta, marginibus integerrimis non 
crenulatis; pars callosa comparate grandis, lanceolata, non crassa, circiter 5 mm. 
longa, paene ad apicem producta, marginibus Uberis. Columnae laciniae in 
altitudine rostello ct antherae aequantes, lineari-falcatae, obtusae. membranaceae, 
inaequaliter bidentatae. Caudicula sub-brevis; glandula grandis, ovato- 
lanceolata. 

Western Australia: Albany, Dr. A. Symc Johnson; Muresk. Mrs. W. 
E. Cooke, 4/9/07. 

Prasophyllum eilipticum, n. sp. 

Planta robusta, ad 104 cm. alta. Lamina folii ad 65 cm longa, spicam non 
excedens. Spica circiter 28 cm. longa. Flores sessiles, subvirides, numerosi, 
conferti; ovaria gracilia, circiter 12 mm. longa. .Segmenta perianthii 
angustiuscula; sepalum dorsale angustum, ovato-lanceolatum, 7-nervosum, sepalis 
lateralibus longiore, fere erectum, leviter incurvum, circiter 125 mm. longum 

4 mm. latumque; lateralia in medio connata, circiter 11 mm. longa. Pelala 
obtuse falcata vel falco-lanceolata, erecta, 5-7 nervo.sa, circiter 95 mm. longa 
2 5 mm. lataque. Labellum perbreviter unguiculatum, eilipticum, circiter 11 mm. 
longum 5 25 mm. latumque, ad apicem gradatim recurvum; pars membranacea 
alba, lata, ample crispata; lamella adnata tenuis, circiter 6 5 mm. longa 4 5 mm. 
lataque, marginibus lateralibus liberis, ultra flexum in angustiu.scuIo obtuso 
cacumine terminans. Columnae laciniae membranaceae, obtuse falcatae, rostello 
longiores, circiter 5 mm. altae, basi lobulatae. Anthera apiculata, rostello brevior. 

Western Australia: Near jarnadup, lima Knox-Peden, 21/12/18. 

Caladenia pectinata, n. sp. 

Planta robusta, sae^ 60 cm. alta. Caulis hirsutus, unibracteatus. Folium 
anguste lineare, hirsutissimum. Flos circiter 6-9 cm. in diametro, fere 
solitarius, subflavus cum notationibus subrufis. Sepalum dorsale erectum, leviter 
incurvum, ad basin dilatatum concavum, longissime caudatum, clavatum, circiter 

5 cm. longum; lateralia sepalo dorsali similia, patentia. Petala retroflexa, 
anguste lanceolata, acuminata, non clavata, sepalis angustiora, circiter 3 5 cm. 
longa. Labellum breviter unguiculatum, ovato-oblongum vel late ovato- 
lanceolatum, circiter 2 cm. longum, obscure 3-lobatum; dimidium inferius ad 
columnam erectum, marginibus profunde pectinatis; lobus intermedius 
triangularis, recurvus, marginibus breviter denticulatis, apice obtuso; calli 
laminae basi lineares ^seriati, deinde ad apicem 6-8-seriati lineares vel sessiles. 
Columna circiter 2 cm. longa, incurvissima, in dimidio superiore late 
membranaceo-dilatata, basi bicallosa; anthera breviter mucronata. 

Western Australia: Albany District, Rogers, Sep., 1919; York, O. H. 
Sargent; Cork Swamp, near Perth, Mrs. I'app, 3/9/07; Swan View, Mrs. W. 
E. Cwke, 13/9/06. 


EXPLANAtlON OF PLATE XXVII. 

Fig. 1. PtersostyKs decurxm, Rogers. Nat. size. 

„ 2. Radical leaves of same, nat. sice, not present in the flowering plant. 

„ 3. Labellum from above (enlarged). 

„ 4. Labelluffl from below (enlarged). 

„ 5, Labellum from the side (enlarged). The claw and basal appendage are well seen. 
„ 6. Column from the front (enlarged). 

„ 7, Column from dm side (enlarg^). 
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ON AUSTRALIAN RHOPALOCBRA. 

By Norman B. Tinpale. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum.) 

[Read October 11, 1923.] 

Plates XXVIII. to XXX. 

This paper deals with some butterflies contained in the South Australian 
Museum, and a few notes on synonyn^. A list is also given of the species taken 
by the author on Groote Eylandt and adjacent islands in the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

As a result of the acqtusition in IwO of the Lucas Collection of Australian 
Butterflies, which includes the Illidge Collection, our reference series (which 
now comprises some 9,000 specimens), was selected from over 20,000 specimens, 
includiiw collections from W. D. Dodd, W. K. Hunt, R. Illidge, H. G. Stokes, 
T. O. iniomas, H. Wesselman, and others. The series also includes most of 
the types of the species described by Dr. T. P. Lucas, and Messrs. E. Guest 
and J. G. O. Tepper, the type sexes of one species described by Messrs. Water- 
house and Lyell, and eight species described by Mr W. H. Miskin from the Lucas 
Collection. 

Family NYMPHALIDAE. 

Eubloea ustPETEs HiPPiAS, Miskin. 

PI. xxviii., fig. 1. 

The type female, from Thursday Island, described by Waterhouse and 
Lyell, is now in the South Australian Museum and is figured herein. 

Hypocysta amante antirius, Butler. 

PI. xxviii., figs. 2, 3. 

Long series taken on Groote Eylandt and Bickerton Island are very similar 
to the typical H. a. antirius, but specimens are generally much smaller. The 
posterior ocellus of hindwings often appears to be scaled above, especially in the 
male, and the wings are more densely scaled than in the Darwin specimens. 

Oreixenica ORICHORA FLYNNi, Hardy. 

PL xxviii., figs. 4-6. 

Oreixenica /fjwNi, Harder, Roy. $oc. Tat. Papers and Proc., 1916, p. 146. 

S. Above. Porewings brown, markin|[s black; markings as in female; 
discal spots in areas la and 2 enlar^, that m area la coalescing with subbasal 
^t; both reaching to cell. Hindwings as in female. Beneath. As in female. 
Expanse, 34 mm. 

Hob. —Tasmania: Cradle Mountain, in Janua^, at about 2,000 feet elevation 
(Messrs. Carter and Lea). Type of male, 1. 13055. 

The butterfly was taken in numbws by Messrs. Carter and Lea at the typical 
locality. The race has not previously been figured; the plate shows the imle, 
female, and a reverse of the male. 

EuLEPIS PYRRHUS CANOICACULATUS, Goeze. 

Papitio eonomacuMus, Ooete, Ent. BsMr., UI» i. 11^. > 68. 

PapiUo sempronius. Fab, Ent. Syst, III, L 1793, p, M. 

Oufoxes canomaeulahu. Kitpy, Syn, Cal, Su», 1877, p. 748. 

Bulepis Pyrrhus ssmpfomu, Waterhouse siM Butt, of Aiwtr., 1914, p. 51. 

Kirby's correction of the synonymy as above has been overlooked. The 
liftMeaewn paper by Goese has been reapofosible for a number of ebanges. 



343 


Precis v. villida, Fab., aberration. 

PI. xxviii., fig. 7. 

i . Above. Forewings brown-black, lighter on termen; two orange bars cell, 
no traces of cream discal patch or ocellus, only faint trace of subapical cream spot; 
orange enclosed ocellus in area 2 small and incomplete. Htndwtngs grey-brown; 
a submarginal series of ill-defined light greyish-brown spots forming a broad 
band, interrupted by veins. 

Beneath. Forewings light buff, two broad bars in cell black; centre and cell 
suffused dusky-orange; a postcellular blackish suffusion; apex and termen 
devoid of markings; an ocellus in area 2 with orange patch on inner side. Hind- 
wings light buff, devoid of markings. Brisbane (Dr. T. P. Lucas). 

A similar aberration from South Australia (E. Guest) differs only in having 
the ocellus of forewing above larger; two incomplete whitish ocelli on hind- 
wings, bordered on inner side by an orange lunular mark, and the submargipal 
light greyish-brown spots smaller, nearer margin, and more sharply defined. 

Pyrameis cardui kershawt, McCoy, ab. lucasi, Miskin. 

PI. xxviii., fig. 8. 

Pyrameis lucasi, Miskin, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1888, p. 1516. 

This aberration (Type, 1. 14435) was taken by Dr. T. P. Lucas in Victoria. 
It appears possible that it is a natural hybrid between P. kcrshawi and P. itea, 
Fab.; it has points of resemblance to both species, and it would be interesting 
to test this conclusion by breeding experiments. 

IIypolimnas misippus, I-inne. 

PI. xxviii., figs. 9, 10. 

An interesting female form of this species, taken at Darwin by Mr. T. O. 
Thomas, has the black apical area of fore wing above replaced by an orange- 
brown suffusion, and the white discal band obscured by orange scales. Beneath, 
the white band is also obscured and the insect scarcely distinguishable from a 
specimen of the inaria form from India, save that it is smaller. A typical Aus¬ 
tralian example is figured (fig. 9) for comparison. In Africa and India this 
species is commonly dimorphic in the female, but this is the first record of a 
second female form in Australia. 

Atella phalanta araca, Waterhouse and Lyell. 

PI. xxviii., fig. 11. 

The female of this rare form has not previously been figured. Mr. T. O. 
Thomas took three specimens at Darwin, and there are several, all males, in our 
collection^ The female appears to be lighter coloured and the hindwing above 
is less strongly marked. 

Family LYCAENIDAE. 

Nksolycaena albosericea, Miskin. 

HolecMIa alboserieea, Miskin, Syn. Qit. Rhop. Austr., 1891, p. 65 (March ?). 

Hohchila (Pohyommatus) eaerulealaetea, Lucas, Butterflies and Moths, Brisbane, 1891, 
^ 1 (AprU aO). 

The pftper by Lucas was published at Brisbane on April 20, 1891. Miskin’s 
Catalogue is dated 1891, the preface is dated November, 1890, and the answer 
to an enquiry to the Queensland Museum was “published probably in March”; 
it would' ajfmear that Miskin's name has priority. The status of Lucas’ paper has 
been considered doubtful. It was af^arently issued as a separate on the above 
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date, and reprinted in "The Queenslander,” a newspaper, on May 2 and 9, 1891. 
The "Zoological Record" for 1891 acc^ts it. 

The type male and female of H. (P.) caeruleolactea from "hills beyond 
Duaril^a’' are in our collection. 

Canoalides cyprotus, Olliff. 

Two male specimens, taken by the late Mr. E. Guest at Halbury in Sep¬ 
tember, are a new record for South Australia. 

Lamfides translucens, Lucas. 

Holochila (Polyommatus) translueens, Lucas, Butterflies and Moths, Brisbane, 1891, p 1. 

The type (a male) of this species is in our collection. It is said to have 
been taken by Lieutenant Lucas on the North Australian coast. It is a Lampides 
allied to L. elpis, Godart, of India. 

OCYRIS ZOSINE, Hew. 

The synonymy of this species and its races has become somewhat complicated 
and needs elucidating. The synonymy is detailed here so as to facilitate 
reference:— 

Ogyris sosine. Hew., Exot. Butt., i., 1853, pi. 1, f. 3, 4. 3. 

O. genoreva, Hew., Exot. Butt, i., 1853, pi. 1. f. 5, 6. 9. 

O. eosine. Hew., Cat. Lyc. B.M., 1862, pi. 1, f, 7. $ (nec 9 ). 

O. genovn’a, Hew., Cat. Lyc. B.M., 1862, p. 3. 

O. sosine, Kirby, Syn. Cat. Dium. Lep., 1871, p. 425 . 

O. gcnoveva, Kirby, l.c., p. 425. 

O. genoveva, Miskin, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., 1883, p. 343, pi. IS, f. 1-5. 

3 , 9 , and var. a., 9. 

O, genoveva, Miskin, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1890, p. 23. 

O. genoveva, Waterhouse, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, lw3, p. 245. 

O. sosine, Bethune-Baker, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., 1W5, 278 et seq. 

O. sosine~duaringa, Bethune-Baker, l,c., p. 280. 

O. sosine-tnagna, Bethune-Baker, l.c., p. 281. 

0. sosine, Waterhouse and Lyell, Butt, of Aust., 1914, p. 119 et seq. 

O. sostne typhon, Waterhouse and Lyell, l.c,, p. 120. 

O. sosine typhon, f. Uferia, Waterhouse and I^cll, l.c., p 120. 

O. sosine sosine, f. senobia, Waterhouse and Lyell, l.c., p. 120. 

O. sosine araxes, Waterhouse and Lyell, he., p. 121. 

0. sosine, Bethune-Baker, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., (8), xvii., 1916, p. 386 
et. seq. 

Hewitson (1853) described and figured the male as Ogyris sosine, and on 
the same page and plate the fen»le as O. genoveva, without giving a definite 
localitjT for his types. Subsequenlfy (1862) he figured the under-surface of a 
male, in error, as that of the female of 0. sosine. Kirby (1871) catalogued 
O. sosine and O. genoveva as distinct species, giving "Australia” as the locality 
for the former and “Moreton Bay” for the latter. Miskin (1^) descritwd and 
figured bot^ sexes of the ^>eoies under the name of 0. genoveva, giving the 
localities as "Brisbane; Dawson River (Barnard); Queensland," and descried 
and figured a violet form of the female as "var. a., Female.” Again in 1890 
he gave the synonymy in bis revision of the gmus. Waterhouse (1903), in his 
tabulation of synonymy, p«mted out that strictly O. sosine had priority over 
O. genoveva. 

In 1905, Bethsme-Baker, in his review of the genus, assuming the privilege 
Of first reviewer, corvecked thd name of the species io O. sosine, and teeordw 
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the type form as being found in “Townsville and its neighbourhood.” He also 
stated, “The ‘female’ is dimorphic. I have therefore retained the name 
genox'eva for the pale-blue ‘female’ as described by Hewitson.” He described as 
races O. sosine-duaringa from Coomooboolaroo, “N. Queensland” (really 
Southern Queensland), and O. sosine-magna, from Brisbane. 

Waterhouse and Lyell (1914) gave evidence to show that Hewitson’s type.s 
came from Moreton Ray (Brisbane), and accordingly restricted the name 
sozine (correctly zosine) to the race with dimorphic female, from Southern 
Queensland and Northern New South Wales; described 0. zozinc fyphon with 
its purple female f. iheria from I'ownsville and north, and O. zozinc araxes from 
Victoria, while the purple female of typical 0. zosine was named f. zenobia. 
They sank 0. genoveva. Hew., and O. zosine-magna, Bethune-Baker, as direct 
synonyms of z. zosine, as also O. zosinc-duaringa, Bethune-Baker, as not suffi¬ 
ciently distinct to merit even a varietal name. 

Bethune-Baker (1916) reviewed the synonymy in detail. He stated inter 
alia, “I definitely selected the dull-purple ‘female’ as the female type of Hewit¬ 
son’s species. . . . Hewitson him.self had described the blue form as 
genoveva, . . . and he did so because he had lying before him the dull- 
purple form of the ‘female’ as well as the pale-lustrous one, and this alone justifies 
me in selecting that form as the type form, but, in view of Hewit.son’s action, it 
is the only reasonabe thing to do.” He also identified O. zostne araxes, 
Waterhouse and Lyell, the V'ictorian form, extending to Sydney, as being O. 
zosine-magna, Bethune-Baker (Brisbane). He stated, “From the descriptions 
it would appear that the two forms must of necessity be the same; knowing the 
species as well as 1 do, I feel quite sure they are.” 

Miskin (1883), really the first reviewer, definitely associated the jmrple 
male and the light silvery-blue female from Southern Queensland (Brisbane and 
Dawson River), and desscribed the violet (purple) female as a variety. The 
fact that he used the name genoveva, }iew.=zosine, Hew., does not alter this 
association in any way, and Miskin himself, although he did not alter the name, 
was aware of the synonymy (vide Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales. 1890, p. 23). 
In the absence of further evidence as to the localities of Hewitson’s types, 
Miskin’s action would be sufficient, by itself, to fix the typical form as being 
from Southmi Queensland; while, apart from this, Waterhouse and Lyell’s 
selection of “Moreton Bay” as the type locality, cannot be regarded as “pure 
^ess work,” for'it is well known that Hewitson received most of his material 
from Diggles, who lived at Brisbane; the evidence of the figures points to the 
Brisbane form, and, according to Bethune-Baker’s statement, a further specimen 
labelled “Moreton Bay” was associated with the species by Hewitson himself. 

Despite Bethune-Baker’s statement that he definitely selected the purple 
form as the female of his typical O. zosine, it is nowhere definitely stated so in 
his 1906 monogrsmh. He, however, stated that the name genoveva was retained 
for the pale4)lue ^male, the above being probably inferred. There is no evidence 
in any of Hewitson’s published work to show that he had before him, and 
described, the purple female, and, therefore, Bethune-Baker is not justified in 
selecting it, contrary to Miskin, as the type female. 

Waterhouse and Lyell state that Bethune-Baker did not fix a type form, 
but on page 278 of the 1906 monograph Bethune-Baker does definitely fix 
Townsville a$ the type locality. His .selection is overruled by that of Miskin. 

O. zosine-magna is a direct synonym of O. z. zosine. 0. z. araxes is the 
extreme southern race, is apparently not dimoiphic, and cannot possibly be 
identified with the form 0. zostne-magna, from Brisbane. The Sydney examples, 
whfle brighter than the tsrpe of z, araxes, are not sufficiently distinct from it to 
form an intermediate race. 



Following are noles upon the geographical races so far recognized from 
Australia:— 

Ogyris zosine typhon, Waterhouse and Lyell. 

PI. xxix., fig. 15. 

Ogyris z. zoshte, Bednine-Baker Mewitson, MSsIdn, and Waterhouse and Lyell). 

Ogyris zosine, 9 f. genoveva, Bethune-Baker. 

Ranges from Mackay north to Cooktown and also to Darwin. The male is 
dull purple, the female metallic-blue. The figure is of the female. 

Ogyeis 2. TYPHON, f. IBERIA, Waterhouse and Lyell. 

PI. xxix., fig, 14. 

Ogyris zosine zosine, Bethune-Baker. 9 . 

The dull-purple female form of O. z. typhon. Specimens have been taken 
at Townsville and Cairns. 

Ogyris z. zosine, Hewitson. 

PL xxix., fig. 13. 

Ogyris zosine-msgna, Bethune-Baker. 

Ogyris genoveva, Hew., Kirby, and Miskin. 

Ogyris zostne-dmringa, Bethune-Baker. 

Ogyris zozine zozme, Waterhouse and Lyell, 

The type locality is Moreton Bay (Brisbane), and the type form ranges 
from Duaringa (xxCoomoobooIaroo) as far south as the Richmond River in 
Northern New South Wales. Duaringa specimens are not suiilciently distinct 
to be considered another race. 

Text fig. a shows a second male form of the typical race from Brisbane. 
It is smaller than the typical male, the colour is very dull purple, duller than any 
specimens of z. typhon, and the black margins are more pronounced. It expands 
45 mm. 



Ogyris z. zosikb, f. zkkosia, Waterhouse and Lyell. 

Ogyris genaveva^ var. a., 9 , IfiskitL 

The purple female form of tmtcal 0. zptiM. It is much brighter and larger 
than f. tbppMi of 0. z. typfum, Mr. R. Ulidge has bred and taken a number of 
spechaeas at BHshaoe. It is also reeorded from the Ridbmon4 River attd 
Dawson 'River. Text hg. B shows an example from Brisbane. 
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' Ogyris z. araxes, Waterhouse and Lyell. 

O. z, magna, Bethune-BsUcer (nee Waterhouie & Lyell). 

This is the typically Victorian race of O. sosine. Its extreme northern 
range is Sydney, where it varies a little towards the typical race. It is apparently 
not dimorphic, no purple female being known. 

Ogyris zosine splandida, n. subsp. 

PI. xxix., fig. 12. 



Text fig. C. 

Ogyris sosittc splendida, Tindale, female. 


S. Above. Forewings black; basal two-fifths light metallic-blue, a discal 
patch between area 2 and vein 6, cream; apex tipped whitish, a small streak in 
area 7 light blue; cilia whitish, at veins black. Hindwings black, a large central 
and terminal area light metallic-blue, enclosing three irregularly defined black 
spots in areas 3 to 5; cilia white, at veins black. 

Beneath. Forewings brown; dorsum grey-brown, apex suffused whitish; 
bar at end of cell black; cell bars broad, white, tinged with bluish, a spot at 
two-thirds blue; a discal cream patch from near vein 2 reaching vein 10. where 
it is whitish; the V-shaped mark external to cream patch broadly black. Hind- 
wings brown, markings typical; basal, dorsal and apical areas suffused whitish; 
central suffusion rich brown, subterminal suffusion light brown. Expanse, 
57 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Mount Painter, Flinders Range (H. G. Stokes). 
Type, I. 13170. 

The greater expanse of light metallic-blue extending to the termen of the 
hindwings gives this race an appearance very distinct from all the others. The 
body cokmr and the down on the hindwing is a light grey. Sufficient material 
, is not available to define ,the range of the race, but a battered female from 
’ Fortescue River, North-western Australia, may belong to it. 


Ogyris otanes, Felder. 

PI. xxix., figs. 16-19. 

Ogyris Mmaturia, Tepper, Common Native Insects, Adelaide, ii., 1890, p. 12 (part). 

Ogyris halmatHrio, Bethune-Baker, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., 1905, p. 277. 

The name O. halmaturia was founded upon two species; the male described 
is a typical O. otanes. The type of O. otanes came from Adelaide, and Tepper’s 
specimen from Kan^roo Island. Bethune-Baker, in 1905, examined Tepper’s 
male qiecimen (he did not see the other described specimen) and separated the 
island imramens as a distinct species, closely allied to 0. otanes under Tepper’s 
name. Ttie comparison of 36 sp^imens (28 mainland, 8 island) reveals no 
specific difierences. All the spwimens from South Anstralia belong to one 
^ecies. The male, female, and a reverse of the male are figured, together with 


948 

Tepper’s male specimen. Mr. F. Angel has taken it plentifully at Kingscdte, 
Kangaroo Island, in November. 

Ogykis halmaturia HALMATURiA, Tepper. 

PL xxJx.. fig. 2D. 

Ogyns halmaturia, Tepper, G>ininon Native Insects, Adelaide, ii., 1890, p 12 (part). 

Considerable confusion has existed regarding this species. The supposed 
sexes, as described by Tepper, are both males and belong to distinct species. 
The type male is a typical s^imen of O. otanes, Feld.; the "female” is the male 
of a species very close to O. waterhouscri, Bethune-Baker, and, as in the original 
description, the “female” is mentioned and described first, the name halmatuna 
will stand. The typical locality is Kangaroo Island. As no further specimen is 
known, a description and figure of the type, which lacks both its antennae, is 
given, 

d. Above. Forewings strongly convex, dull purplish, apex and termen 
rather broadly black, a few scales at apex white; veins blackish; cilia white, at 
veins and hinder angle brownish-black. Hindwii^s dull purplish, costa broadly 
and termen narrowly brownish-black; veins blackish, with a conspicuous black 
spot at apex of cell. 

Beneath. Forewings brownish, similar to 0. (h.) waterhouseri, the trans¬ 
verse while bars conspicuous, the apical white bar of cell tinged with brilliant 
blue, a few scales at apex of cell purple. Hindwings dark brown, suffused 
whitish, the markings larger than in 0. (h.) waterhouseri, broadly V-shaped and 
arranged parallel to margin of wing. A median area brownish-black. Expanse, 
50 mm. 

Hah. —South Australia: Kangaroo Island, in November (J. G. O. Tepper). 
Type, I. 14427, unique. 

The type is very distinct from O. idmo, and cannot be regarded as a race of 
that species. O. waterhouseri is also apparently distinct from 0. idmo, and 
should be regarded as a race of the present species. Wate.'house and Lyell 
associated 0. idmo and O. waterhousen as races with considerable doubt. 

OoYRis H. WATERuoosERi, Bethune-Baker. 

This form appears sufficiently distinct from the Kangaroo Island form to 
be regarded as a race. Collectors should look out for both these forms, as very 
few specimens have ever been taken. The present form has been taken at 
Dimlxwla and in the Ckrampians, Victoria, 

Ogyris abrota, Westwood. 

n 

A single male taken at Mount (jtambier, in April, by the late Mr. E, Guest, 
is a new record for South Australia. 

Hypolycaena psorbas phorbas. Fab. 

PL xxix., figs. 23, 24. 

Hah. —New Guinea ("Ins. Papuanac”); Queensland: Cape York to Mackay. 

Queensland examples are not sufficiently distinct from New (juinea ones to 
be considered a distinct race. The type form is from "Ins. Papuanae.” 

Hypolycaeka p. psorbas, $, f. MocTutA, Staudinger. 

There was a specimen of this dau'k*ptti|]le form of the n^e from North 
Otieensland m the lAseas cxdlection. The markings beneath are pale yellowtsh- 
j^wn and the ^pots at tonms beneath are protnitient, but entirely i^ent abwe. 
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Hypolycaena phorbaa ingura, n. subsp. 

PI. xxix.» figs. 21, 22. 

6 . Above. Forewings black, a large central area dark blue, a large 
circular patch at end of cell black, no traces of a suffused whitish patch in 
area 1 a, cilia black tipped with white, Hindwings dull black, suffused dark 
purple, with a series of white subterminal rings at tornus enclosing two black 
spots; anal lobe faintly centred yellowish, terminal line black, cilia blackish 
tipped with while. 

Beneath. Dull grey, markings typical. Expanse, 34 mm. 

9 . Above. Forewings dull black, sometimes traces of a central white 
patch, cilia black tipped with white. Hindwings dull black, a series of .sub¬ 
terminal rings, at tornus enclosing two black spots, one in area 3 bordered with 
orange, anal lobe with orange centre. 

Beneath. As in male, ground-colour usually lighter. Expanse. 40 mm. 

Hab. —Northern Territory: Groote Eylandt, January to March; Bickerton 
Island, April (N. B. 'I'indale) ; Darwin, January, Dcceml)er (W. K. Hunt); 
12 males, 31 females. Types, 1. 14428, 

Thi.s is the western race of //. />, phorbas, Fab., and a comparison with New 
Guinea and North Queensland examples .shows it to be distinct. Only a few 
Queensland male examples show a tendency to a purple hindwing, while the 
females of H. p, ingura in a series of 31 specimens are all without, or have only 
a few traces of, the white discal area of forewing. All our specimens of this 
race are smaller in expanse of wing, this being particularly marked in the island 
ones. 

Liphyra brassolis MELANIA, Waterhou.se and Lyell. 

Liphyra b, melania, Waterhouse and Lyell, Butt, of Austr., 1914, p. 135. ^. 

9. Above. Forewings orange, apex and termen broadly brownish-black, 
costa and lennen narrowly edged with brown. A large irregular spot occupying 
most of cell, and confluent with two large discal black spots in areas 2 and 3. 
Hindwings orange, a subterminal border brownish-black. Three discal spots in 
areas 2, 3, and 5. Termen tjordered with brown. 

Beneath. As in male. No trace of silvery markings, except a small spot 
below apex of fore wings. Expanse, 83 mm. 

Hab. —Northern Territory: Groote Eylandt, January (N. B. Tindale); 
Darwin (W. K. Hunt), Type female. 1. 13776. 

The two females in our collection are very similar to Queensland examples. 
The black area in cell above is larger, occupying all of cell except lower portion 
of basal third, while the dark bands and spots are broader. Beneath is dark 
brown in the Groote Eylandt example, there being no trace of silvery markings 
or suffusions. The Darwin example is very worn and faded. 

The type female flew to a light at 8.30 p.m. on a sultry ni^t, in my camp 
at Yetiba, Groote Eylandt. and settled on a ridge pole with wings drooped in 
such a manner as to be taken at first glance for one of the Ophiderinae, or 
orange-piercing moths. Another specimen, a male, was seen flying high, around 
a flowering tree in the scrub about noon, but after several attempts to capture 
it with a long-handled net, it flew away very rapidly, high over the trees. 

Family PIERIDAE. 

Delias ennia dorothea, n. subsp. 

PI. XXX., fig. 25. 

$. Above. Forewings white; costa narrowly black; apex black with a 
series of four white spots, Hindwinjgs white, termen from vein 7 to dorsum 
black, a faint trace of white subterminal spots. 
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Beneath. Forewings marked as above, with six, more sharply defined, sub- 
apical spots, the costal two bright yellow. Base sufiFused with yellow. Hind- 
wings white; basal area, from half costa to beyond cell, golden-yellow; termen 
black, enclosing five large reddish-orange spots; an Spical orange spot, and an 
orange-sufiFused spot on dorsum. Expanse, 70 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: G>en River (W. D. Dodd). Type, I. 13652. 

This subspecies is distinguished from the following more southern one by 
the much larger, and brilliantly orange-coloured terminal spots of hindwings 
beneath, and by the extension of the yellow basal colour over half the wing. 
Typical D. ennia was described from Waigiou. 

Delias ennia nigidius, Miskin. 

PI. XXX., fig. 26. 

This race is taken in the scrub areas of the Cairns district. A figure is 
given for comparison with the more northern race The terminal spots of 
hindwings beneath are deep yellow, and the base of the wing only is sufiFu.scd 
with light yellow. 

Delats m. mysis. Fab. 



Text figs. D, E 

Delias m. mysis, Fabricius, gynandromorph. 


There is a gynandromorphic specimen of this species in our collection from 
Caims; tideen by Mr. A. M. Lea. The left side is marked as in a female, and 
the ri^t side as in a male. It expands 65 mm. Figs, d and e show the upper 
and under surfaces. 

EkMlina perdita totigura, n. subsp. 

i . Above. Forewings slightly acute at apex, white; base and basal third 
of costa with scattered dark-brown scales; apex black, inner edge of dark apical 
area somewhat bisinuate. Hindwings wMte. 

Beneath. Forewings white, base lemon-yellow; a subapical patch light 
brown. Hindwings white. Expanse, 42 mm. 

«. Above. As in mde, apex of forewing more rounded. 

Beneath. As in male. Et^nse 46 mm. 

Hot.—-Northern Territory: Groote Eylandt, February to April; Winchilsea 
Island, April; Woodah Island, April (N. B. Tindalfe), 16 specimens. Type, 
male, I. 13777; female, I. 13778. 

This island race may be distinguiribed from £. walkm by its larger site, 
darker blade markit^, bisinuate inner edge of s^cal area above, and by the 
sul^kal brown pateh on forewings httmth. Tne range of expanse in onr 
series is 42 to 48 mm. In E. p. walbtfi 32 to 39 nm. The three epachnens 
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from Woodah Island, in Blue Mud Bay, have the subapical patch beneath very 
faintly visible, but are larger than any specimens of £. />. walkeri in our col¬ 
lection. Mainland specimens from Roper River are very tyi)ical E. p. walkeri. 
It is also distinct from E. perdita perdita. Tongura is a Groote Eylandt native 
(Ingura) word meaning “pipeclay” or “chalk.” 


E 1 . 001 NA PADUSA, Hewitson, 

A perfect specimen of this species was taken at Mount Painter, in the 
Flinders Range, by the late H. G. Stokes. This is a new record for South 
Australia. Mr. R. Illidge has also taken it at Brisbane, though not abundantly. 
It is the rarest of the genus and has only been recorded so far from single 
specimens taken in New South Wales, Victoria, and North-western Australia. 

Family PAPILIONIDAE. 

Papilio amyntor amphiaraus, Felder. 

This interesting species, the only butterfly peculiar to Norfolk Island, has 
not previously been figured. The specimen, a female, was taken by Mr. A. 
M. I-ea. 

Eurycus cressida CASSANDRA, Waterhouse and Lyell. 

Groote Eylandt specimens are larger than E. c. cassandra; in the male they 
approach typical E. c. cressida, but the wings of the females are completely scaled 
beneath and are distinct from the latter. The butterfly was the most common 
and conspicuous one seen on the island. 

The female was discovered laying eggs on one of the Aristolochia vines. 
The eggs are globular, yellow, with sixteen rows of raised, orange-coloured 
tubercles, arranged symmetrically; apex with an orange tubercle, the base orange. 
Diameter, 1 mm. The larvae hatched in ten days. Adult larvae were also 
obtained, but are not now in condition to be described. 



Text fig. F. 

Fantara mathias, Fabriciut. 

Pupa. 

Family HESPERIDAE. 

PaRNARA MATHIAS, Fab. 

A pupa was found among grass stems on Groote Eylandt during March, 
and the butterfly, a female, emerged on May 12. The period of pupation seems 
long. The pupa was green, smooth and cylindrical, tapering gradually to the 
anal extremity. Head prolonged in a smooth-pointed horn. Apex of abdomen 
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curved ventrally and elongated, ending in a laterally flattened, somewhat rounded 
point. On the dorsum of the live pupa there were longitudinal stripes of pale 
and darker green showing through the transparent outer shell. I-ength, 29 mm.; 
breadth, 6 mm. 

LIST OF THE BUTTERFLIES OF GROOTE EYLANDT 
AND ADJACENT ISLANDS. 

Fifty-eight species and varieties were taken on Groote Eylandt during a 
sojourn extending, with a short break, from June. 1921, to May. 1922. The 
majority were taken during the rainy season, from November to March. 

The records are of interest geographically, for Groote Eylandt lies 
half-way (measuring along the coastline) between the two main 
channels of butterfly migration into Australia. Practically not one of 
the typically New Guinea forms so abundant in Northern Queensland 
and Cape York has found its way so far west. The prevailing winds in the 
“wet” season are north-west and west, while south of the Mitchell River in 
Queensland, as far round the head of the Gulf as Roper River, scrub and rain 
forests are absent, and the climate is very dry, except for the short rainy season; 
and these have been barriers to the western extension of the range of these 
species. Comparatively few of the Timor migrants also have spread so far to 
the east, so that the species taken in the dense scrubs and rain forests of the 
island are the widespread, more ancient Australian forms, such as are found 
over the whole of the northern part of Australia. One notable feature is that 
specimens of many of the species are smaller than mainland ones. This dwarfing 
ha.s been noted also by Mr. A. M. I^a in a number of species of Coleoptera. 
Two exceptions to this are the forms of Eurycus cressida and Elodina perdita, 
which are both larger than the usual Northern Territory forms. 

In the list, where no islands are specifically mentioned, the records are for 
Groote Eylandt. The figures after the name indicate the months during which 
specimens were taken:— 

Family NYMPHAIJDAE. 

Danaida chrysippus petilia, Stoll—1, 2, 7, 8, 11, 12. 

D. a finis afinis. Fab.—1, 2, 3, 12. 

D. melissa hamata, Mad.— 2, 3. 

Euploca corinna corinna, Mad.— 2, 11, 12. 

E. Sylvester pelor, Ooubld. and Hew.—2. 

E. s. pelor, i. dardanoides, Waterhouse and Lyell—2. 

Mycalesis sirius sirius, Fab.—1, 2, 3, 11, 12. 

M. perseus perseus, Fab.—6. 

M. p. perseus, i. infuseota. Mad.—Groote Eylandt 1, 2, 3, 12; Bickerton 
Island 4. 

Melanitis leda bankia. Fab.—3, 12. 

M. 1. bankia, f. barnardi, Lucas — 1. 

Hypocysta adiante antirius, Butl.—Groote Eylandt 1, 2, 3, 4, 11. 12; 
Bickerton Island 4. 

Precis^ vilU^a villida, Fab.-~Groote Eylandt 2, 3, 12; Woody Island, 4. 

P. orithyra albkincta, Btttl.—1, 2, Iz. 

HypoHmuas bolina nerina, Fab,—1, 3, 11. 

H. aUmena darwinensis, Waterhouse atid Lyell—2, 12. 

Cetkosia penthesUsa paksha, Frutfs.—4, 7. 

Aeraaa andromacha, Fab.—B. 



353 


Family LYCAENIDAE. 

Candalidcs erittus, Fab.—Groote Eylandt 1, 2, 3, 4; Woodah Island 4. 
Nacaduba ancyra estrella, Waterhouse and Lyell—1, 2, 3, 11. 

N. dubiosa, Semp.—12. 

Everes argiades, Pall.—3. 

Euchrysops cnejus cnidus, Waterhouse and Lyell—1, 2, 3, 12. 

Jamides phaseli, Mathew—3. 

Catochrysops emolus affinis, Waterhouse and 'I'urner—2, 3. 

Chiladcs trochilus putH, Roll.—Groote Eylandt 2, 3; Woodah Island 4. 
Zisina labradus labradus, Godt.—2. 

Ziseeria alsulus, Herr.-Schaeff.—Groote Eylandt 1, 3; Woodah Island 
4; Bickerton Island 4; Woody Island 4. 

Z, lysinton karsOtidra, Moore— 2. 

Theclincsthes ottycha. Hew.—Groote Eylandt, var. 

Arhopala amytis cyronthc, Misk.— 2, 11. 

A. centaur us asopus, Waterhouse and Lyell— 2. 

Hypolycaena phorbas ingura, I'indalc—Groote Eylandt 1, 2, 3; Bickerton 
Island 4. 

Liphyra brassolis melania, W'aterhouse and Lyell—1. 

Family PIERIDAE. 

Elodina perdita tongura, Tindale—Groote Eylandt 2, 3, 4; Winchilsea 
Island 4; Woodah Island 4. 

Anaphaeis jaz’a teutonia. Fab.— 7, 8. 

Huphina pcrimalc scyllara. Mad.—Groote Eylandt 2, 4, 12; Winchilsea 
Island 4. 

Appias Paulina ega, Boisd.—12. 

Catopsilia pyranthe pythias, Waterhouse and Lyell—8. 

C. pomona pomona, Fab.—7, 8, 11. 

Terias hecabe sulphurata, Butl.—1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 11, 12. 

T. smilax, Don.— 2, 12. 

T, Sana, Butl.—2, 3, 11, 12. 

T. laeta lineata, Misk.—Groote Eylandt 12; Winchilsea Island 4. 

T. herla. Mad.—1, 2, 3, 4, 11, 12. 

Family PAPILIONIDAE. 

Papilio demoleus sthenelus. Mad.—Groote Eylandt 8; Woodah Island 4; 

Woody Island 4. . 

P. fuscus canopus, Westw.—1, 2. 

P. eurypilus nyctimus, Waterhouse and Lyell—4. 

Eurycus cresstda cassandra, Waterhouse and Lyell— 2, 3, 4, 11, 12. 

Family HESPERIDAE. 

Toxidia sexguitaia, Herr.-Schaeff.—Groote Eylandt 2; Winchilsea 
Island 4. 

Neohasperilla crocea, Misk.—1, 2. 3. 

Padraona fiavovittata walkeri. Heron— 2, 3. 

F. sunias, FeH., "^ar.— 2, 3. 

TeHcata augias kreffti. Mad.— 2. 

Pornora mathias. Fab.—Groote Eylandt 2, 5; Woody Island 4. 

Badamw exclamoHonis, Fab.—4. 



EXPLANATION OF PLATES XXVIII. to XXX. 


Plate XXVIII. 

1 . Euploca usipetts hippias, Miskin* Type female, Thursday Island. 

2. Hypocysta wHaitte anHriuSf Butler, male, Groote Eylandt. 

3. „ „ „ M female, Groote Eylandt. 

4. Oreixenica orickora flynni. Hardy, Type male, Cradle Mountain. 

5. „ „ „ „ female, Cradle Mountain. 

6 . „ „ „ „ male, reverse, Cradle Mountain. 

7. Precis viUida, Fab,, aberration, Brisbane. 

8 . Pyramcis r. kershawi, McCoy, ab. Jucasi, Miskin, Victoria. 

9. Hypolimnas missipus, Linn^, female, normal form, Kuranda. 

10 . „ „ „ female, variety, Darwin. 

11. Atella phalanta araca, Waterhouse and Lyell, female, Darwin. 


Plate XXIX. 

12. Ogyris sosine splendida, Tindale, Type female, Mount Painter. 

13. „ „ sosine. Hew., female, Brisbane. 

14. „ „ iyphon, female, f. iberia, Waterhouse and Lyell, Townsville. 

15. „ „ „ Waterhouse and Lyell, female, Townsville. 

16. „ heUmaturia, Tepper, Type male. Kangaroo Island»Felder. 

17. „ oianes, FckL, male, Kangaroo Island. 

18. „ „ „ „ reverse, Adelaide. 

19. „ „ „ female, Adelaide. 

20. „ A. halmaturia, Tepper, Type, a male, Kangaroo Island. 

21. Hypolycaena phorbas ingura. Tingle, Type male, Groote Eylandt. 

22 . „ „ „ „ „ female, Groote Eylandt. 

23. „ „ phorbas, Fab., male, Townsville. 

24. „ „ H » female, Townsville. 


Plate XXX. 

Fig. 25. Delias ennia dorothea, Tindale, Type male, Coen River. 

,1 26. „ „ nigidius, Miskin, male, Kuranda. 

„ 27. Elodvza perdita tongura, Tingle, Type male, Groote Eylandt. 

M 28. „ ,, „ „ „ female, Groote Eylandt. 

„ 29. Papitio awyntor amphiaraus, Feld., female, Norfolk Island. 

„ 30. Liphyra brassolis melania, Waterhouse and Lyell, Type female, Groote Eylandt. 
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TH£ FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAOO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 11--THE COLEOPTERA OF PEARSON ISLAND. 

By Arthur M. Lea, F.E.S,, Museum Entomologist. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum,) 

[Read October 11, 1923.] 

Plate XXXI. 

In No. 4 of this series of papers the only beetle recorded from Pearson 
Island was Saragus olcatus, Carterthe special visit to the island in January 
of this year enabled more species to ^ taken (for notes on this visit see ante 
p. 97). The most interesting species obtained was a new Mandalotus, which 
at the request of Prof. F. Wood Jones 1 have pleasure in naming after Sir George 
Murray. 

CARABIDAE. 

Scopodcs sigillatus, Germ. Simodontus australis, Dej. 

TROGOSITIDAE (?). 

Phycosccis algarum, Pasc. (PI. xxxi. fig. 1.) Several specimens were 
obtained on the island; the species is common on the beaches of New South 
Wales and Tasmania. The derm of the head is usually black, the other parts 
are usually pale castancous, but vary to black; the upper-surface is clothed with 
scales that are normally snowy-white, but there is frequently a large median 
blotch extending from apex of prothorax to beyond the middle of elytra, which 
is stramineous or pale brown; the elytral punctures arc normally concealed, but 
are indicated through the clothing; there is a beautiful fringe of long silverv 
hairs on the prothorax and elytra. Specimens, however, arc very easily damaged, 
the scales and fringes are often partly abraded, and the scales are easily stained. 

LATHRIDIIDAE. 

Corticaria adclaidae, Blackb. 

SCARABAEIDAE. 

Pscudopimclopus lindi, Blackb. 

BUPRESTIDAE. 

Ccrmarica casuarinac, Blackb. 

ELATERIDAE. 

Two specimens of this family were obtained; one of a sp^es too near the 
description of Cardiophorus octavus, Cand., from the Swan River, for it to be 
descrioed as new; the other a small Monocrepidius, which cannot be satisfactorily 
dealt with at present. 


1922, p. 297. 
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MALACODERMIDAE. 

Lotus cinctus, Redt. Hypattcdus minutus, Lea. 

Dasytes fuscipennis, Hope. 

CLERIDAE. 

Nccrolfia rufipes, De Geer. 

PTINIDAE. 

Pitnus^^) australiae, n. sp. 

PI. xxxi., fig. 2. 

Black. Clothed with rather stout, subdepressed, white setae, on the elytra 
confined to a regular row on each interstice. 

Head directed downwards and invisible from above. Eyes small and pro¬ 
minent. Antennae eight-jointed, first and eighth rather large, the others small, 
the eighth appearing as a conspicuous one-jointed club. Prothorax subopaque, 
slightly transverse, base and apex subequal, sides strongly rounded, punctures 
rather ill-defined. Elytra subelliptic, strongly convex, shoulders strongly 
rounded, median width fully twice that of prothorax; with rows of large, sub¬ 
quadrate, approximate punctures, the interstices narrow and indented by punc¬ 
tures. Abdomen with second segment large, its suture with first distinct at 
sides, but inconspicuous in middle, third and fourth small and curved, the fourth 
almost semicircularly enclosing the fifth. Legs rather thin. Length, 1-1 75 mm. 

The diagnosis of Pitnus, and the description of the only then known species 
(P. pygmaeus) from Central America, are very brief, but the details given and 
the figurerepresent an insect so greatly resembling the one before me that I 
think it must belong to the same genus. The Australian species has but eight 
joints to its antennae, the Central American one has nine (in the figure ten are 
shown, but this was noted as an error). Four specimens were obtained on 
Pearson Island, but the species occurs in abundance on saltbushes (Atriplex spp.) 
mowing near beaches in South Australia (Kangaroo Island, A. H. Elston; 
Sleaford Bay, Rev. T. Blackburn) and Western Australia (Swan River, J. 
Clark and A. M. I^a; Geraldton, T. Hooper and Lea; and Pelsart Island. 
I^a). The specimens from Pelsart Island and some from the Swan River are 
decidedly smaller than the others, but, a.part from size, I can find no differences 
between them and the larger ones. Wings are completely absent. 

PronuB, n. gen. 

Head rather large, projecting downwards and quite concealed from above; 
under-surface with a shallow depression between bases of eyes, but not bisinuate. 
Eyes moderately large, round, and with facets of moderate size or small. 
Antennae eleven-jointed, first joint large, the next seven small, the others forming 
a large, loosely compacted club. Palpi with apical joint wide and incurved at 
apex. Prothorax with base bisinuate. Scutdlum distinct. Elytra striate or 
striate-punctate. Prostemum with middle normally concealed by head, with 
triangular side-pieces facing backwards; with grooves for reception of sides of 
head. Mesostemum very short, vertical in middle. Metastemum moderately 
long, side pieces distinct throughout. Abdcmien composed of five distinct seg¬ 
ments. Legs not capable of being received in special cavities; front coxae 
strons^y projectmg, pressed backwards, their tips in contact, hind coxae moder¬ 
ately separated, their sides touching elytra, grooved for partial reception of 
femora, all tarsi short, basal joint about as tong as two following combine. 

<s>GoitHiii^ Biol. Cent Ant, CoL, iii., Part 2, p. 197. —— 

WLe., ti. 10 , % 8 . 
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This genus is evidently near Sitodrepa, but differs in the sides of the pro- 
stemum, these being so shaped that the head when at rest has the mandibles 
resting on the front and middle cbxae, the front ones being flattened backwards 
to allow of this; the front and middle legs on each side are received into a space 
between the sides of prostemum, mesostemum, and an elytron, but there are 
no special grooves for their reception. From above the general appearance is as 
in the Hawaiian genus Hohobius, but the three apical joints of the antennae are 
large, and form a loosely compacted club. In addition to the typical species two 
others of the genus are before me; one of these is here described, but the other, 
from Queensland, is represented by two badly damaged specimens that it is 
undesirable to name. Type of genus, P. medianus. 

Pronus medianus, n. sp. 

PI. xxxi., fig. 3. 

Dull castaneous'brown, under-surface of head and antennae paler. Densely 
clothed with short, depressed, pale pubescence, on the prothorax somewhat ■waved 
and conspicuously parted in the middle. 

Head with dense and small, partially concealed punctures, a narrow oblique 
ridge from each eye to clypeal suture. Antennae with basal joint and three joints 
of club large, some of the small ones serrated. Prothorax with punctures as on 
head, median line narrow but distinct. Elytra parallel-sided to near apex, evenly 
striated throughout, some of the striae joined posteriorly but not decreasing in 
depth, with rather narrow punctures; interstices densely and minutely punctate 
or shagreened. Metastemum with crowded shallow punctures, distinctly larger 
than those on abdomen; median line narrow. Basal segment of abdomen in 
middle slightly longer than second, and shorter than fifth, the three median ones 
with straight sutures. Length, 4-5 5 mm. 

A dingy species, somewhat resembling Sitodrepa panicea on an enlarged 
scale. Three specimens were obtained on the island, and they all have the pro- 
thoracic pubescence somewhat waved and conspicuously parted in the middle. 
Type, 1. 15685. 

Pronus magniventris, n. sp. 

Dull castaneous-brown, under-surface of head and antennae paler. Densely 
clothed with depressed, very .short, pale pubescence. 

Head with crowded and small punctures; a narrow oblique carina from each 
eye to clypeal suture. Antennae with first joint large, fourth to eighth inwardly 
triangular, ninth (first of club) largest of all. the tenth and eleventh large. 
Prothorax with crowded and small punctures, median line scarcely traceable. 
Elytra rather long, parallel-sided to near apex, strongly and evenly striated, the 
striae with rather small punctures; interstices separately convex, with minute 

i tunctures or shagreened. Metastemum with crowded and shallow but fairly 
arge punctures, conspicuously larger than on abdomen; median line narrow. 
Basal segment of abdomen in middle somewhat longer than second or fifth, the 
three median ones with straight sutures. Length, ^ 5 mm. 

Mob ,—Western Australia: Swan River (A. M. Lea). 

In general appearance fairly close to P, medianus, and the prothoracic 
pnbsnoe^ is slightly waved, but it is not conspicuously parted in the middle. 

A tpedmen from New South Wales (Galston) is certainly dose to this 
roedes, nnt it is darker, has smaller eyes (this, however, may Iw sexual), and 
there is a move distinct, although feeble, gutter on each side of the pronotum; 
hut as in other respects it agrees closely with the types, it was not regarded as 
distinct. 
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TENEBRIONIDAE. 

Caediomorpha heteromera. King. Hilaeits castor, Pasc. 

CestrtHus aspersus, Blackb. Saragus oUatus, Carter 

Exongeltus gracilior, Blackb. 

CURCULIONIDAE. 

In addition to the other species recorded, a single specimen was obtained of 
an interesting one belonging to the same genus as Myositta crucigera, Blackb, 
but which Blackburn afterward stated did not belong to Myositta, but probably 
to Agestra. Unfortunately it is an abraded female, so it is undesirable to 
name it. 

Enthyphasis lineata. Lea. Three specimens from the island appear to belong 
to this species, of which previously only the type was known; they differ from 
it in having the clothing less lineate in appearance on the prothorax, and not at 
all lineate on the elytra, on one of them it has a distinctly golden ^oss on the 
upper-surface, and a slight gloss on the under-surface; on the others the gloss 
is faint on the under-surface, and on the upper-surface the scales are mostly of 
an opaque white, mixed with muddy-grey. The type was not abraded, but one 
of the island ones has been partly abraded, and its elytral punctures are seen to 
be large, close together, and wider than the interstices. 

Mandalotus murra 3 ri, n. sp. 

FI. xxxi, fig* 4, 5. 

S. Castaneous to dark brown, some parts occasionally almost black. 
Densely clothed with pale scales, obscurely or moderately mottled with siiikll 
patches of greyish or brownish ones; in addition with numerous pale setae, on 
the eMra condensed to form a single row on each interstice. 

Head with punctures concealed. Eves small. Rostrum gibbous betweoi 
antennae, derm concealed. Antennae with scape slightly curved and moderately 
stout, almost as long as funide and dub combined, first joint of the latter stout 
and moderately long. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides somewhat dilated 
to apical third and then strongly narrowed to ^>ex; with small, flattened granules, 
and a rather feeble median line. Elytra gently but not quite evenly arcuate at 
base; striate-punctate, punctures large but appearing small through dothing, 
interstices gently convex, with dense and small, conceded punctures. Abdomen 
with basal segment somewhat flattened, with two small tuoerdes dose together 
at the middle of its apex. Front coxae almost touchiiw, middle ones moder- 
atdy, the hind ones widdy separated. Length, 375-4'25 mm. 

$. Differs in being slightlv more robust, tosal segment of abdomen gently 
convex, without tubercles, and fqpi and antennae slightly shorter. 

The two small tubercles on the abdomen of the mde assodate this spedes 
with M. lutosus, but on that spedes the small tnberdes are so placed that the 
distance between them is about equal to the length of the second segment; on 
the present qiedes they are doser together, the distance between them bdng 
scarcely half the length of thd sognidit; the present species also is larger, with 
the scape and basal joint of antenope dooter, and setae of elytra pale instead 
of dark. On three specimens the colour of the derm is almost blade, on three 
others it is almost entirely castaneons, but On most of the others the prothoiiuc is 
distinctly darker than the elytra. Type, I. 1S723. 

Rhhtask maenlhretttria, n. sp. 

Black or Uackish-brown, some paitp obtempfy pater. Densely dotbed with 
scales conspicuously ^riegated on nf^r-suriace, white on under-surface 
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for dark spots on each side of third and fourth abdominal segments; in addition 
with numerous stout setae, wider on under-surface than elsewhere, seriate on 
elytra, and becoming thin on legs. 

Head with dense punctures, each containing a scale; a comparatively small 
crest in front, posteriorly diverging to margin of each eye for a short distance. 
Rostrum short, concave, and with a few punctures along middle; sides flat, 
highly polished, and with rather sparse, conspicuous punctures. Club of 
antennae elongate. Prothorax with sides strongly and evenly rounded; punc¬ 
tures dense and rather large, but almost concealed. Elytra conspicuously wider 
than prothorax, sides parallel to near apex; with rows of large, partially concealed 
punctures, each containing a stout seta or scale; interstices evenly convex and 
wider than punctures, each with a row of setae, and towards base with small 
granules. Length, 7-9 mm. 

The rostrum concave along the middle and polished on the sides, elytra with 
even interstices on which granules are few and inconspicuous, and the maculate 
abdomen distinguish this from all previously described species. Structurally it 
is closer to K. faceta than to any other species before me, but that species has 
distinct rows of granules and a white fascia on elytra, sides of rostrum clothed, 
and abdomen immaculate. As on most species of the genus, the markings of 
the upper-surface are variable, the scales are black, white, and ochreous, inter¬ 
mingled in small patches, on some specimens the white scales are in the majority, 
on most of the others the ochreous ones are, but these vary from almost white 
to dark brown; the scutellum, however, appears to be always clothed with white 
scales. The granules on the elytra are all small and are mostly on the basal half, 
but they are usually concealed by the clothing; the seriate punctures appear to 
be narrower than the interstices, but after the scales have been abraded they are 
seen to be slightly wider than them. The male has slightly longer legs than 
the female, and the basal segment of its abdomen is slightly depressed in the 
middle, that of the female being slightly convex there. A single specimen was 
taken on the island, but Messrs. B. A. Feuerheerdt and F. Seeker took others at 
Lucindale. 

Belus brunneus, Guer. Fragments of at least nine specimens of this species 
were taken from the stomach of a thickhead (Pachycephala gutturalis). 

Desiantha maculata, Blackb. In the original description of this widely 
distributed species the under-surface was not even mentioned; on the male there 
is a conspicuous depression on the basal segment of abdomen, continued on to 
the second segment and also on to the metastemum; its apical segment has a 
small median fovea, sometimes scarcely traceable. On the female the basal seg- 
tnent is convex in the middle and the apical one has a cavity occupying rather 
more than the median third; its metastemum has a large depression but smaller 
than on the male. Numerous specimens from the island may represent a variety 
of the species, they differ from some cotypes and other specimens in the average 
site being larger (up to 65 mm.), the elytra less conspicuously maculate, and 
the scales occasionally with a golden or golden-green gloss. 

Xedo, sp. A single badly abraded specimen of this genus was obtained; it 
bdOf^pt to a large species about the sire of X. mogistra or X. fasciata, but could 
tiot he itkmtifited with certainty. 

<D§eiUntt mmcomus, Lea. 

sqmmWmda, Pasc. 

Apkita dlgantm, Pasc. 

A. ^lofoidts, Pasc. One of the specimens of this apterous beach- 
li%Qt|entinig mecies was taken from the stomach of Hirundo neoxena, a rather 
(jjariCNts reopra for this bird, which usually captures its prey on the wing. 
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Halorhynchus caecus, Woll. (PI. xxxi., fig. 6.) Several specimens were 
obtained. Although a widely distributed species, it seems remarkable that this 
curious, little, apterous, blina species should occur on such a small island. 

COCCINELLIDAE. 

In addition to the species noted a single specimen was obtained of a minute 
species probably belonging to Scymnus, and about the size of iS*. vagans; it 
differs from that species in the eyes having coarser facets, metasternum with 
smaller ptmctures, and prothorax obscurely reddish; but as its sex is not evident, 
and it appears to bt partly abraded, it does not appear desirsd>le to name it. 

Seymnus fiovifrons, &ackb. A small form of this variable species; the 
elytra entirely dark, or with only the tips obscurely reddish. 

Rhisobius nitidus, Blackb. A single specimen was obtained on the island; 
it, and all the others iMfore me, have the suture very narrowly blackish, a char¬ 
acter not mentioned in the original description. 

Coccinella transversalis, l4b. 

CORYLOPHIDAE. 

Sericoderus inconspicuus. Lea. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATE XXXI. 

Fig. 1. Phyeosecis aigarum, Pasc. 

„ 2. PHuus auttraUof, Letu 
„ 3. ProMHS medtanus. Lea. 

,. 4. Mandahtus murrayi. Lea. 

„ 5. Mandalotus murrayi. Lea. 

„ 6. Halorhynchus coccus. Well. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 12—STOMACH CONTENTS OF PEARSON fSLAND BIRDS. 

By Arthur M. Lea, F.E.S., Museum Entomologist. 

(Contribution front the South Australian Museum.) 

[Read October 11, 1923. | 

This paper deals with the stomach contents of a few* birds obtained on 
Pearson Island and commented upon by Prof. J. B. Clcland in No. 9 of this 
series (ante, p. 119). Only the technical names of the birds arc given here. 
For the names of parts of plants we are indebted to Mr. J. M. Black. 

Chalcites basalis, Horsf. Crammed with small hairy caterpillars; one lady¬ 
bird beetle, Coccinella transversalis. 

Hirundo neoxena, Gould. Small fly, Muscidae; bits of many minute flies; 
bits of small flying ants; beach weevil, Apheh helopoides; many other minute 
fragments of insects. 

Petroica goodenoini, V. & H. (1) l.arge caterjiillar, probably Hepialidae; 
sand beetle, Cestrinus aspersus. (2) Forceps of two earwigs, Anisolabis australis; 
bits of two beach weevils, Dccilaus sp.; bit of leaf-eating beetle, Toinyrts sp.; 
bits of small spider; flne grit. 

Pachycephala pectoralis. Lath. (1) Crammed with fragments of thin plant 
weevil, Belus brunneus; nine heads of this destructive species were counted. 
(2) Three small moths; eight small caterpillars; small ant, Pheidole sp.; small 
jumping spider, Attidae; many minute fragments of insects. 

Ephthianura albifrons, J. & S. (1) Bits of small destructive weevil, 
Desiantha maculata; bits of two small tenebrion beetles, Micreciyche sp.; head 
of small flying ant; other minute fragments of insects; numerous fruiting 
perianths of Threlkeldia diffusa. (2) Bits of larval grasshopper, Coryphistes 
obscurobrunneus; bits of small weevil, Desiantha maculata; bits of two tenebrion 
beetles, Micreciyche sp.; head of minute beetle; numerous fruiting perianths of 
Threlkeldia diffusa. 

Zosterops lateralis, Lath. (1) Bits of small dipterous flies; bits of small 
plant bug, Pentatomidae; twenty fruiting perianths of Threlkeldia diffusa, one 
of Enchylaena tomentosa, and one of globular fruit, probably of an Eremophila. 
(2) Three small caterpillars; two larger ones; two larval membracid bu|;s; 
head of small clavicom beetle; a few unidentified fragments; numerous fruiting 
perianths of T. diffusa. (3) Crammed with small yellow flies and fragments of 
others. 

Corvus coronoides, V. & H, Seven caterpillars; bits of large larval grass- 
hoimer, Coryphistes obscurobrunneus; bones probably of small liaard; fruiting 
perianth of Threlkeldia diffusa. 



THB FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. IS-^RTHOPTBRA. 

By Norman B. Tindale. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum.) 

[Read October 11, 1923.] 

Plate XXXII. 

The small collection which is the subject of this paper was made by Prof. 
F. Wood Jones. The islands from which sp^imens were received are Pearson, 
Greenly, South Neptune, Price, and Franklin. A grasshopper and an earwig 
are described and figured as new, and the male, previously unknown, of the 
cockroach Platysosteria brunnea, Tmper, is figured. Several of the species are 
also recorded from the Sir Joseph Banks Group, from specimens taken by the 
author during March, 1923. 

ORTHOPTERA. 

Family BLATTIDAE. 

Loboptera halmaturina, Tepper. Four specimens were taken on Pearson 
Island, and others on Reevesby Island and at Mount Lofty, and they agree well 
with Tepper’s types from Kangaroo Island. 

Calolampra irrorata, Fabricius. Two immature specimens from Pearson 
and St. Francis Islands. Also taken on Spilsby Island. 

Calolampra notabilis, Traper. An immature male from South Neptune 
Island and a male from St. Francis Island. 

Platysosteria brunnea, Tmper. (PI. xxxii., figs. 1, 2.) Seven males and 
three females were taken on Pearson Island. The species was described from 
Gilbert River and Kangaroo Island, and the specimen described by Tepper as a 
male is a female. A male of the species P. communis, Tepper, was also described 
as belonging to the present species. A figure of the male is given, and one of the 
type female, to show the apex of abdomen. The male closely resembles the 
female, but is generally smaller, the supra*anal lamina is less strongly developed, 
and less serrated. The supra-anal lamina is generally notched at apex, but in 
one specimen taken the notch is absent. The colour in all specimens is a dark 
brownish-black, and the lateral margins of pronotum, mesonotum, and meta- 
notum have a submarginal pale-yellowish vitta. The aiitennae are brown with 
the base d^^|||p. 

Oniscosomd^granicolUs, Saussure. A female from Pearson Island and two 
larvae from Reevesby Island. 

FamUy PifANEROPTERIDAE. 

Taeniomena soror, Brunner. Price Island, one male. 

FamUy ACRIDIIDAE. 

Umisa rugosa, Saussure. A female of this species was collected on Franldin 
Island. The species is very dose to V. erythrocmmit, but can be at once «^s« 
lingirisbed by the dull-purplish apical half of tHa postarior tibiae, tbe tighfier 
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reddish colour of the basal half, and the inner face of the femora. It has been 
confused with O. sobria, Walker=f/. erythrocnemis, Stal. 

Coryphistes obscurobrunneus, Teppcr. A female from Franklin Island. 
Both sexes were taken on Reevesby Island by burning the low scrub. 

Peakesia rugosa, n. sp. 

PI. xxxii., figs. 4, 5. 

9. Head with frontal costa deeply excavated above and below ocellus, 
margins wavy, not parallel, narrowest below ocellus. Fastigium of vertex long, 
somewhat broad, impressed, apex bluntly triangular, sides slightly converging 
posteriorly, median carina of vertex ending abruptly within base of fastigium; 
antennae short, stout, the joints short and swollen. Pronotum rugged, angular, 
transverse in front, sides retreating; the posterior lobe produced; three longi¬ 
tudinal well-developed carinae on pronotum above, the outer ones diverging 
posteriorly, three moderately deep transverse sulci, which, viewed from the side, 
give the appearance of two rounded sweliin|'s in the median carina; anterior 
and posterior margins densely punctured; inferior mar^n angular, rounded, 
lowest in middle; prostemal tubercle long, cylindrical, slightly compressed. 

Dark brownish, vertex and upper-surface of pronotum lighter, antennae 
brown, apical half darker. Pronotum brownish, the carinae obscurely marked 
with darker brown. El)rtra with basal portion dark brown, the fore-margin 
and apex light brown, obscurely spotted with darker brown. Wings hyaline, 
apex rarkened, base suffused pale yellowish. Anterior and median legs brown; 
posterior legs with femora brown, obscurely marked with brownish-black on 
internal and external margins above; the tibiae brown, the basal fifth lighter, 
length with elytra 28 mm., abdomen 17 mm., pronotum 6 5 mm., antennae 
8 mm., elytra 20 mm., posterior femora 16 mm., posterior tibiae 13 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia; Greenly Island (F. Wood Jones). Type female, 

I. 14429. 

Three specimens were taken; one was bleached with spirit and a second 
specimen rather shrivelled. The species is allied to P. palliata, Sjostedl, but 
differs from that species in its smaller size, broader fastigium, short, thick-set 
antennae, angular pronotum, and brownish posterior tibiae. 

Peakesia palliata, Sjostedt. (PI. xxxii., fig. 3.) There is before me a 
single specimen of this species from Ooldea (A. M. Lea) which agrees well with 
Sjbstedt’s description and figure. It has the posterior femora pale brown and 
the tibiae dull green (in the type they were missing). A figure is given for 
comparison with P. rugosa. 

Phttulacridium gemini, Sjostedt. Three females were taken on Pearson and 
Greenly Islands. They were all of the semi-apterous form and differ somewhat 
from mainland specimens. 

Family LABIDURIDAE. 

Lt^idura truncata, Kirby. A male and female of the fully winged form of 
this spedes were taken on Pearson Island. 

Anisolabia australis, n. sp. 

^. Head smooth, convex, almost circular in outline, but anterior portion 
produced; eyes small, projecting a little, viewed from above nearly triangular 
and lower than wide; antennae short, 14-jointed, the basal joints ovate, becoming 
more emulated towards apex; the basal joint long, the second small, the third 
lerfe, neam as long as fourth and fifth combined. Pronotum almost a square; 
s|l||pttly wiqer posteriorly, smooth, with a median and latero-marginal sutures;* 
mesonotum rectangular, wider than long, with median suture well developed; 



m 


metanotum transverse, the posterior marig^ concave, suture not promment. 
Abdomen smooth, polished, the fifth and sixth scfments widest, narrowing pos¬ 
teriorly; last dorsm segment large, transverse, narrowed posteriorly, a memn 
sulcus and lateral sulci distinct; a swelling on posterior margin above the keel 
of forceps. Forceps short, stout, subcontiguous, above with a keel; inner 
margin with a number of small teeth on basal half. 

Head black with the antennae brown. The thorax brownish, the abdomen 
brownish-black becomin^g darker posteriorly; the last dorsal segment and 
forceps somewhat reddish-brown. Legs light brown, with a darker area on 
anterior margin of femora. Length, 10 mm. 



Fi*. A. 

Anisolttbis australis, Tindale. 

Mak. 

9. Similar to the male, larger, antennae 13-jointed, the forceps contiguous, 
stout, more sinuate on outer margin. Length, 12 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Pearson Island (T. D. Canmbell, F. Wood Jones), 
Spilsby and Reevesby Islands (N. B. Tindale). Types, 1. 14430. 

The species is represented from Pearson Island by five immature specimens 
and one damaged female. The type specimens were taken together under a 
stone on Spilsby Island and were at first confused with the cosmopolitan 
A, annulipes, Lucas, but a comparison with Adelaide specimens of that species 
shows them to be quite distinct. The male has the forceps of a different type, 
more symmetrical, wider at base, and less incurved at apex. The number of 
joints of the antennae in the thirteen specimens examined ranges from 12 to 14, 
and the 14-jointed specimens are all nwes. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATE XXXII. 

Fig. 1. Pltttysosttfia brumua, Ttsfpet, mds, Pearson Islaiid. 

,,2. „ „ „ typt temk, Gilbert River. 

„ J. Peohesia polUala. fijdstedt, femai^ Ooldea, 

» 4. „ ntgosa, Tbidale, type female. Greenly Island. 

» S. „ „ „ ortype female. Greenly Island, 




THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 

INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 14—THE BASIDIOMYCETOUS FUNGI OF PEARSON ISLAND. 

GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT. 

By J. Burton Clelanu, M.D. 

[Read October 11, 1923.1 

Considering that the visit of Professor Wood Jones’ party to Pearson 
Island was in the middle of summer (January, 1923), and had been preceded 
by a long si>ell of dry weather, and that, as far as fresh water is concerned, this 
island is practically waterless, the utmost that could be expected was that a few 
woody bracket fungi and dried puff-balls might be found. No idea would be 
obtained of the species of fleshy agarics and of delicate, more ephemeral kinds 
that doubtless are to be met with during the wet season. These expectations 
were realized. These records, therefore, in no way indicate, as far as concerns 
the higher fungi, the floral potentialities of this island. 

The spores of the higher fungi, in many cases liberated in millions from 
the fruiting bodies, may, according to Buller (Researches on Fungi), take about 
half a minute to fall an inch in a perfectly still atmosphere. When currents of 
air catch them, they may remain almost indefinitely suspended, according to the 
direction of these, and may be wafted hither and thither, doubtless over enor¬ 
mous distances. In this way the spores probably of many species on the 
adjacent and even distant parts of the mainland of Atistraha gel carried into the 
upper regions of the atmosphere and may be directed by favourable winds to 
this small island 40 miles from the coast. To germinate and establish themselves 
they require the particular organic menstruum necessary to them, as well as suit¬ 
able conditions of warmth and moisture. Of the spores of many species reaching 
the island, few are likely to find the exact conditions they require. In this 
connection, it was interesting to find the presence of the bracket fungus, Poly- 
porus decipiens, a purely Australian species found growing on dead or living 
Casuarina wood, and rarely, if at all, on the wood of other genera. Here, 
again, it was met with on the dead wood of C. stricta, Ait. 

But, apart from wind dispersal and from the accidental introduction of 
spores attached to the clothing and other accompaniments of the few human 
beings who have visited this island, there is another way by which the presence 
of certain fungi may be explained. They may represent the descendants of 
species occupying this area of land when it was separated, ages ago, from the 
mainland. It is impossible to suggest that any particular species found, more 
than another, had such an origin—all, some, or none may have been so derived. 

Two polypores and a Corticium represent the only members of the 
Hymcnomycetes found. 

Amongst the Gasteromycetes, there were four species of Geaster, a rounded 
Polyfoccum, a Lycoperdon, and a Catastoma. Of particiflar interest was the 
finding of Geaster fornicatus, arising from a mass of whitish mycelium binding 
tt^ther fragments of soil and vegetable debris, in exactly the same way as in 
specimens from Mullumbimby, in New South Wales, found by the writer. The 
only ottwr additional locality in which I have found this species was near Hallett’s 



Cove in South Australia. As an anomaly, a specimen of one Geost$r showed 
the presence of two mouths. 

Polystictus cinnabarmus, Jacq. On dead wood. A widely distributed species 
probably occurring throughout Australia. 

Polyporus (Hexagona) decipiens. Berk. On dead wood of Casuarina 
stricta, Ait., near the summit of the tallest peak. Spores pallid brown, 17’5 to 
19X8 to 9 5 /i. Associated with these typical specimens, but growing from the 
upper surfaces of the logs, were sessile, or nearly completely sessile, nummular 
round or oval polypores, the largest 18X15 mm., the others 11 mm. or less in 
size. The substance was thin, the upper surface marked with shallow rather 
hexagonal honeycomb-like pits, varying in diameter in different specimens from 
about 1 to 3 mm. The size of the orifices was considerably larger than in typical 
H. decipiens. The colour also was a dark cinnamon-brown, in contrast to the 
gre 3 ri 8 h-brown of the normal hymenial surface. The spores, however, were of 
the pallid brown colour of those of H. decipiens and obliquely elliptical to 
rather mummy-shaped. Their size was somewhat larger than in the case of 
the normal plants, being 225X95 st- f have no doubt that these were merely 
abnormal examples of H. decipiens, growing in an unusual situation, the upper 
surface of a fallen log. 

Corticium w. A milk-white Corticium, found on a fallen log, seems close 
to C. lacteum, Fr. Waxy-membranaceous, effused, but the edge not fibrillose, 
flesh slightly i.sabelline, spores not seen. 

Polysaccum pisocarpium, Fr., var. tuberosum. Globose, 2 5 cm. in diameter, 
surface now pallid, spores rough, 8 to 9 

Lycoperdon polymorphum, Vitt. Sterile base definite, of small cells. Moder¬ 
ately developed root. Spores yellow-brown, smooth or slightly rough, 5 /t; 
capillitium brown, branching, ends blunt, 25 to 5 ^ in diameter. 

Catastoma sp. A single battered specimen was obtained. £x(^ridium 
ill-defined, mouth not now recognizable, gleba ‘Trout’s Brown” (Rid|[way, 
pi. XV.). Spores yellow-brown, smooth, pedicles not seen, spherical to slightly 
irregular or slightly oval, 4 to 6 ^; capillitium brown, 2 to 3 5 ^ in diameter, 
usually in short lengths with blunt ends and with occasional knob-like 
thickenings. 

Geaster minimus, Schw. Under Casuarina, etc., near the summit of the 
tallest peak; the other Geasters were found in the same situation. Spores dark 
brown, slightly rough, 6 fi. 

Geaster fomicatus, Batt. A number of typical specimens were found 
amongst the leaf-mould near Casuarinas, etc. The mould was permeated through 
and through with the white mycelium which bound the particles together so that 
it could be lifted in considerable masses. Spores dark brown, very slightly 
rough, 6 II. 

Geaster saccatus, Fr. Some badly damaged old specimens appear to belong 
to this species. 

Geaster sp. Exoperidium not incurved, divided beyond the middle into 
about 9 to 11 narrow acute lobes. Endoperidium dark coloured, now smooth; 
mouth sulcate, scarcely protruding. Gleba dark purplish-brown. Spores very 
dark brown, rough, 6*5 m* 
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ADDITIONS TO THE FLORA OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

No. 21. 

By J. M. Black. 

[Read October 11, 1923.] 

Centrolepidaceae. 

Centrolepis Murray!, n. sp. Herba annua nana glabra 5*6 mm. alta, 
foHis subulatis, laminis 3-6 mm. longis, vaginis perbrevibus, foliis interioribus 
ad vaginas accretas bracteiformes reductis basin bractearum floriferarum arete 
amplexantibus, scapis nullis, bracteis floriferis sessilibus aut subsessilibus folia 
aequantibus, exteriore cum lamina vel arista foliacea parti vaginanti aequilonga, 
interiore exaristata mucronulata, florc solitario intra bracteas et sine squamis, 
carpellis 8-10. 



t entrolet<U Murrayt —^A, plant enlarged. B, the 2 floral bracts embraced 
at base by the broad sheath of an inner leaf C. inner floral bract and 
flower. D, seed E, plant, natural sue. 


Specimens of this plant in fruit only were collected by Professor Osborn 
in the Casuarina forest on North Pearson Island in January, 1923. He was 
afterwards successful in growing it from seed at the Adelaide University, and at 
his suggestion it has been name<) in honour of Sir George Murray, K.C.M.G., 
LL.M., Chief Justice of South Australia, who assisted the expedition to the 
Pearson Islands by a generous donation. 

It differs from most other descried species of Cenirolepis by the complete 
absence of scape, the floral bracts being sessile or almost so among the inner 
leaves, which are for the most part reduced to the enlarged sheath, one such 
sheath clawing the base of each pair of floral bracts and always on the side 
oectmied by the inner or upper bract. In size it takes its ^lace among the other 
smafl moss-like tufted species, but differs from C, humUUma, F. v. M., by the 
2 floral bracts, the absence of scales, and the large number of carpels; from 
C. cephtUoformis, Reader, by the abs^ence of scape, the awnless inner bract, and 
the solitary flower; from C. muscoides, Hieron., by the absence of scape, the 
awnless inner bract, the solitary flower, and the absence of scales; from C. 
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inconspicua, W. V. Fitzg., by the much shorter leaves and awns of the floral 
bracts, the solitary flower, the absence of scales, and the much more numerous 
carpels. The Pearson Islands lie about 40 miles off the western coast of Eyre 
Peninsula, but it is very possible that so minute a plant has been overlooked on 
the mainland. 

Chenopodiaceab,. 

Kochia excavata, n. sp. Herbula perennis procumbens, folits sericeo- 
villosis linearibus 8-10 mm. longis, perianthio fructifero 10-12 mm. diametro 
alam horizontalem saepe rubellam comprehendente glabro vel tomentello, tubo 
3-4 mm. longo herbaceo circa medium constricto denique in basin latam excavatam 
ampliato. 

Port Willunga northwards to Flinders Range; Murray lands. Also north¬ 
western Victoria. The type was collected at Spalding. The perianth-tube, con¬ 
stricted about the middle and then expanded downwards into a broad hollow 
base, renders the fruit of this species very distinct. 

Var. trichoptera, n. var. Ramis saepius longioribus quam in typo, floribus 
in longas spicas aggregatis folia floralia fere occulentibus, perianthio fructifero 
5-10 mm. diametro alam albo-tomentosam comprehendente, tubo tomentoso circa 
2 mm. longo. 

Dublin scrub to Flinders Range; Musgrave and Gawler Ranges; Murray 
lands. Also near Broken Hill in New South Wales. Differs considerably from 
the type in the inflorescence, but the perianth, although soipewhat smaller,' has 
the same shape. 

Kochia tomentosa, (Moq.) F. v. M., var. enchylaenoidea, n. var. Caule 
ramisque lanatis, foliis tomentosis 5-10 mm. longis; perianthio fructifero 
depresso-globoso demum nigrescente et eum Enchylacme tomentosoc simulame, 
summo tubo margine angusto cincto qui saeM in alam 1 mm. latam extenditur, 
perianthii lobis prebrevibus dliatis. Varietas forsan potius pro specie 
distinguenda. 

Near Charlotte Waters, coll. S. A. White. This variety differs from 
Queensland specimens of K. tamariscina (Lindl.) comb. nov. in the woolly more 
robust stems, the woolly and longer leaves, the flowers less crowded along the 
branches and in the perianth, whose lobes are minute and in the centre of the 
flattened summit; the perianth is also slightly beaked at one side by the pro¬ 
truding radicle, quite in the manner of Enchylaena tomentosa. In K. tamariscina 
the leaves are 2-5 mm. long and scantily pubescent, while the perianth-lobes are 
comparatively large and cover the summit of the perianth, which is not 
beaked.— Suaeda tamariscina, Lindl. (1848); Enchylaena microphylla, Moq. 
(1849); Kochia microphylla, (Moq.) F. v. M. (1874). The new variety should 
perhaps be distinguished as a species. 

Baasia paradoxa, (R. Br.) F. v. M., var. latifoUa, n. var. Variat foliis 
15-25 mm. longis 5-8 mm. latis dense tomenfpsis, capitulis 15 mm. diametro, 
spinis (in exemplaribus nostris) ad 5 brevia cornua obtusa reductis. 

Strzclecki Creek, near Innamincka, coll. S. A. White. 

Amaxamtaceab. 

Ptilotus Murrayi, F. v. M., var. nMjor, n. var. Variat caulibus foliisque 
majoribus, foHis potms ovatis quam oblongis 8-15 mm. longis, spicis cylindricis 
8-30 mm. longis, perianthio 3-4 mm. longo medio viridi vel flavescente. 

Collected by R. Cdckbum in the Far North-East, without exact locality. 

Amarantus Ifitch^i, Benth., var. grandlflora, n. var. Variat perianthii 
segmentis 5-6 mm. longis, esderioribus fere obotmtis, fruetu et semine majoribus. 
Forsw species nova. 
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Only known by one specimen in the Tate Herbarium, from Mount Parry, 
near Lake Torrens. 

Aizoaceae. 

Trianthema crystallina, X'ahl var. clavata, n. var. Variat foliis suculentis 
clavatis 6-10 mm. longis. 

Far North and westward to Musgrave Range. 

PoRTULACACEAE 

Calandrinia remota, n. sp. Species T. polyaudrac habitu floribusquc 
persimilis, stylis crassioribus basi breviter coalitis, staminibus oblongis, seminibus 
numerosis laevissimis nitentibus suborbicularibus colorem sucineum trahentibu«5 

mm. diametro. 

Gawler Range; northern part of Flinders Range to Cooper’s Creek. A 
Parakeclya near C. polyandra, (Hook.) Benth., and C. balonnensis, Lindl., but 
differs from all the other large-flowered species in its very smooth shining 
suborbicular amber-coloured seeds. C. pleiopetala, F. v. M.. has also smootli 
seeds, but they are uniform and dark coloured, and the petals are narrow and 
8 or 9 in number, while those of C. remota are 5 and obovate in shape. 


Cruciferae. 

Hutchinsia eremaea, n. sp. Herba annua procumbens pilis bifurcis 
appressis pubescens, foliis radicalibus lyralo-pinnatifidis obtuse lobatis. 
superioribus oblanceolatis remote paucidentatis. scpalis 2 mm. longis, petalis 
paulo longioribus verisimiliter albis cum lamina orbiculari. pedicellis fructiferis 
patenti-erectis 5-8 mm. longis. silicula ovata vel ovato-oblonga 6-8 mm. longa 
plus minusve pubescente apicc parum alata et emarginata. stylo vix exserto. 
seminibus .1-6 in utroque locello ovoideis brunneis 2 mm. longis, cotyledonibus 
incumbentibus. 

Murray lands; Nullarbor Plain. Also in the Grey Range, New South 
Wales. 


Leguminosae. 

Acacia calamifolia, Sweet, var. euthycarpa, n. var. Variat legumine fere 
directilineo laevi 7-11 cm. longo 6-7 mm. lato; funiculo semen duplici plicatura 
omnino cingente. 

Southern districts; Yorke Peninsula; Kangaroo Island; Eyre Peninsula. 
A. juncifolia, Benth., has a somewhat similar pod and phyllodia, but the funicle 
is very different. 

Acacia sclerophylla, Lindl., var lissophylla, n. var. Variat phyllodiis 
rigidissimis laevibus glaucis 15-25 mm. longis 3-4 mm. latis in parte superiore, 
nervis tantum sub lenticula visibilibus, mucrone saepius recurvo, pedunculis 
geminis 2-4 mm. longis. 

Yorke Peninsula. A variety distinguished chiefly by its very hard, smooth 
phyllodia. 

Indigofcra lonribractea, n. sp. Fruticulus pilis appressis griseo- 
tommtosus, foliolis ^15 oblongo-cuneatis oppositis obtusis vel retusis 4-^ mm. 
longis, stipulis saepius spinescentibus, racemis folia superantibus. bracteis 
subulatis fusco-tomentosis 6 mm. lon^s alabastra excedentibus, calyce 6 mm. 
loo^ fltsco-tomentoso, dentibus acuminatis aequilongis longioribus quara tubus, 
vexillo lilacino circa 10 mm. longo. ovario pubescente 6-12-ovulato, legumine 
ignoto. 
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Blood’s Credc; near Musg^ve Range; also in Central Australia. Appears 
to approach nearest to /. breams, Benth., but has bracts considerably longer 
than the buds, a longer and dark-haired calyx, with teeth of equal length and 
longer than the tube; the leaves are often much longer than in I. brevtdens. 

Acacia aneura, F. v. M., var latifolia, n. var. Variat phyllodiis lineari- 
lanceolatis subobtusis rigidis 4-7 mm. latis. 

This broad-leaved variety is found in similar situations to the type; its 
phyllodia, like those of the narrow-leaved mulga, are always minutely pubescent. 

Cassia Sturtii, R. Br., var. involucrata, n. var. Variat tomento crispo 
albo, foliolis 3-4-iugis obovatis 14-2 cm. longis drca 10 mm. latis cum glandula 
inter utroque jugo inferiore, floribus 4-6 umbellatis involucro bractearum 
majuscularum obovatarum cinctis, unH et altera anthera longiore quam ceterae. 

Birksgate Range, coll. R. Helms. 

Pultenaea trincrvia, n. sp. Frutex habitu ad P. involucratam accedens, 
foliis ovato-lanceolatis rigidis 8-15 mm. longis supra concavis glabris infra villosis 
trinervibus in mucronem fere pungentem desinentibus, petiolis circa 2 mm. longis, 
iloribus in axillis ramulorum, calyce 4 mm. longo in lobis acuminatis pubescente 
stipulis involuto, bracteis nuUis, bracteolis ovato-oblongis brunndis concavis sub 
calyce insertis, ovario villoso. 

Mount Lofty Range; near Port Lincoln. 

This plant was placed by Bentham under P. villifera, Sieb., as var. 
(?) australis, but Mr. H. B. Williamson, the monographer of the genus, agrees 
with me that it would be better to treat it as a distinct species. It appears to 
stand nearer to P. involucrata, Benth., than to P. villifera. 

P. villifera, Sieb., var. glabrescens, n. var. Foliis fere plants latioribus 
15-20 mm. longis 6-7 mm. latis in mucronem j^ungentem 2 mm. longiun abeuntibus 
prope basin ciliatis cetera glabris, nervo medio infra conspicuo lateralibus minus 
Claris, petiole pubescente ^1 mm. longo, calyce 5 mm. longo viscido, bracteolis 
lanceolatis. 

Western River, Kangaroo Island. Coll. H. Griffith. 
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NOTES ON THE OEOLOOICAL FEATURES OP THE MEADOWS VALLEY. 

By D. Mawson, Kt„ D.Sc., F.R.S. 

[Read October 11. 1923.] 

PHYSIOGHAPny. 

Two valuable papers have been written on the Geology and Physiography 
of the Meadows Valley by Dr. E. O. Teale. 

The present contribution supplies some additional facts, more particularly 
relating to the vicinity of Blackfellow’s Creek, which, though not a confluent of 
the Meadows Creek itself, is nevertheless embraced within the major boundaries 
of the Meadows Valley, namely, the Willunga Range and the Mount Magnificent 
Range. These latter ridges are remarkably accordant in height and are remnants 
of a former peneplanation. Between them is a broad shallow valley from five 
to six miles wide, with a floor at a level of about 1,000 feet above the sea and 
some 300 feet below the summit line of the ridges on either side. 

Towards its northern end, between Wickham’s Hill and Prospect Hill, is 
an unbroken depression. Here the rocks on either flank are steeply dipping 
quartzite and slaty beds of the Adelaide Series, whilst the central area is deeply 
silted up with horizontally bedded clayey and sandy strata of a more recent age. 

Southward of this location, a central elevated block of “Barossian” gneissic 
rocks occupies much of the region between the limiting ranges. This block of 
ancient crystalline rocks is being dissected by three streams, all of which, to the 
south, enter (he region of Permo-Carboniferous glacial sedimentation already 
described by Professor W. Howchin.^*) On its western margin is the Myponga 
Creek heading up from the south. On its eastern side Blackfellow’s Creek is 
cutting its way along the junction of the “Barossian” and “Adelaide Series,” also 
heading to the north. Both of these streams are of consequent type. The 
Meadows Creek itself flows southward over the .soft sedimentary accumulation 
of the valley floor until meeting the “Barossian” rocks, through the tough body 
of which it flows without deflection. Thus the Meadows Creek occupies an 
inherited course. The toughness of the crystalline complex to the south limits 
the rate of downward erosion, which has resulted in the preservation of so much 
of the soft valley filling as still remains in its upper course. Had the flow of 
the Meadows Creek followed strictly consequent lines it would have been con¬ 
tinuous with the Myponra Creek. 

Dr. Teale reports having found a glaciated boulder in a road cutting near 
Dingabledinga Scnool, which is towards the southern end of the Meadows Valley. 
That discovery led him to suggest that possibly “the Meadows Valley may, in 
Mirt, be a trough, the earliest features of which are due to glacial erosion in 
rermo-Carboniferous times." 

As a result of numerous visits to that locality before Dr. Teale’s paper was 
mbltshed, I had begun to suspect that the physiography was likely to be partly 
rermo-Carboniferous glacial, and the news of the discovery by Dr. Teale of an 
ice-scratched boulder did not come as a great surprise. Since then my atten¬ 
tion has been directed by Mr. W. Durward, Chief Forester of the Government 

0> ‘The Phyitogra^ of the Meadows Vsllej^” Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., xlvi., 1922, 
p. leO. "Soil Survey and Forest Physiography of Kuitpo,” Bulletin No. fi, Dq?t. of Forestry, 
Universtty of Adelaide. 

(S) ‘veacription of a new and extensive area of Permo-Carboniferous Glacial Deposits 
in Squth Auetralia," Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., xxxiv., 1910, p. 231. 

(*) Trana. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., xlvi., 1922, p. 163. 
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Forest of Kuitpo, to the existence of two large boulders of granite in the forest 
area. These occur in Section 3419, Hundred of Kuitpo, approximately on the 
line of the cross-section between Wickham’s Hill and Prospect Hill, and seven 
miles north-east of Dingabledinga. 

As found, these granite boulders were about 2 feet and 2 feet 6 inches 
diameter resp^ively, and were not glaciated. In company with other smaller 
pebbles they had weathered out of a somewhat sandy surface formation. The 
locality is elevated a little atove the floor of the valley on a low rise of soft 
sandy beds. The boulders are separated by a distance of about a quarter of a 
mile. They are both red in colour, due to the abundant development of red 
orthoclase felspar. In no essential feature do they differ, though one contains 
more biotite than the other. Other minerals present are quartz and a very little 
plagioclase. Strain features are noticeable in the microscope slide. The rocks 
nave every appearance of being a slight modification of the typical red granite 
of the Murray River Valley. They are obviously erratics. 

There are several areas in the Meadows Valley of a very sandy nature, 
notably Sections 216, 211, 209, 207, 206, and 205, which are ail in a line leading 
to Peter’s Creek. Samples of these surface sandy formations, when examined 
microscopically, were found to be constituted of water-worn grains. However, in 
the case of a very fine-grained argillaceous sandy bed entered in sinking a well on 
Sec. 3454, the particles were seen to be angular splinters, which is characteristic of 
glacial sands and muds. In the vicinity of Knott’s Hill, at the head of Peter’s Creek, 
the sandy formation is especially well developed and quite 50 feet in thickness in 
some'places. Here waterworn boulders are so mixed up with it as to constitute a 
boulder wash in part, recalling the auriferous formation mapped as Tertiary at 
Mylor and other areas in the more northerly sections of the Mount Lofty Ra’iges. 
At this spot the Willunga Range scarp lus been notched to a depth of atout 
^)0 feet below the general level of the old peneplain to which reference has 
been made. This is the only real break in the range between the Onkaparinga 
cut in the north and the seaward termination of the range to the south. Dash- 
wood’s GuUy is a considerable scallop in the range caused by the headward 
erosion of its own creek, but at its head the level is still practically that of the 
old peneplain. 

At Peter’s Creek, however, the Meadows Valley may be entered at an eleva¬ 
tion of little over 1,100 feet above sea level. By continuing down the Meadows 
Creek to the Finnis River, the Mount Lofty Range can then be crossed without 
rising to any greater height. This is the lowest passage available across the range, 
and is the natural route for trunk-line railway communication from one side to 
the other. This notch in the old peneplain, now occupied and in process of 
deepening by Peter’s Creek, is inherited from an earlier system of drainage 
whereby the intermontane waters escaped to the west. The present creek is now 
continuing the work of an earlier cycle. Now that the glacio-fluvial character 
ot the old filling of the Meadows Valley appears well founded, it suggests itself 
that the notch at Peter’s Creek may also be a remnant of old glacial topography. 
It is to be noted that the ice heading from Mount Compass in that direction 
would be leading towards Hallett’s Cove, where is preserved the most northerly 
evidence of the Permo-Caiboniferous glaciation yet known in southern South 
Australia. 

GsOtOGlCAL CrOSMBCTIOK. 

In a traverse across the Meadows Valley from the crest qf the Willunga 
Range, at a point about a mile south of McLeod’s Hill, sandy and slaty beds, 
presumably lower members of die Adelaida Series, are met with on the western 
slopes of the valley. At the bottom of the sl<^ in the neig^beurbood of 
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Section 63, and elsewhere to the north and south, there appears a considerable 
thickness of a coarse felspathic sandstone of a rather crumbly nature. This 
resembles very closely the felspathic sandstone constituting the basal beds at 
Aldgate, though ilmenite is not a feature of it. Unfortunately it.s relation with 
the “Barossian” rocks forming the elevated block between the Meadows Creek 
and Blackfellow's Creek is obscured by a belt half a mile wide of old valley 
deposits, presumably in part a residual of Permo-Carboniferous glacio-fluvial 
sedimentation. * 

The “Barossian” rocks of the elevated block to which reference has just 
been made are mainly gneisses. On the eastern side, more or less along the line 
of Blackfellow’s Creek itself, they are overlain unconformably by coarse ilmenite- 
bearing pebble beds and arkose which constitute the base of a thick series ot 
slaty and calcareous beds and quartzite extending across the Mount Magnificent 
Range towards Strathalbyn. There seems to be no doubt that these beds are the 
lower members of the Adelaide Series. They were examined in detail as far as 
available outcrops would allow across the range to Bull’s Creek. 

The outcrop of the central "Barossian” massive opens out to the south and 
contracts to the north. No definite outcrop was observed north of Section 253 
^Kuitpo), where it is well exposed in the creek bed near an old ruined home¬ 
stead. The ilmenitic basal bed is seen on Section 3412. What features of the 
underlying strata are to be noted on Sections 246, 245, 251, 247, and 248 are 
indicative of the close proximity to the surface of the gneissic rocks over the area. 

THE BAROSSIAN SERIES. 

These oldest rocks have been referred to by Dr. E. O. Teale.^^> Where 
he noted fresh exposures of them they were observed to “consist mainly of 
siliceous schists, varying from quartz-schists to sericitic- and chloritic-quartz- 
schists, with some phyllitic-schist. They appear to be pegniatised in places, but 
fresh exposures are rare.” 

A more extended examination on the Blackfellow’s Creek side has now 
revealed extensive areas of gneiss. On Section 90, they outcrop in a fresh 
enough state for microscopical examination. There the foliation planes strike 
N. 30° E. true and dip at 65° to the E.S.E. A very similar strike was noted 
to be a general feature of the formation over a wide area. Three specimens 
of gneiss collected at this locality have the following features:— 

A coarse Pelspar-Quarfs-Gneiss. This is an aplitic t)q)e without mica and of 
coarse irregular texture. It i^onsists principally of orthoclase, though quartz 
is also abundant. Scattered grains of plagioclase are present amongst the smaller 
material. 

Even-grained, aplitic and perthitic, Felspar-Quarts-Gnciss from the creek 
bank near the mine shaft on Section W. This is composed principally of an 
orthoclase-microcline perthite. Plagioclase, answering to oligoclase, is present 
iri comparatively small amount, partly intergrown as perthite and partly free. The 
quartzes are mostly small and rounded, embedded in allotriomorphic felspars and 

P resent only in comparatively small quantity. The quartz shows strain features. A 
ew grains of zircon and a little leucoxene are present. 

Grey Zircon-SyenUe-Gneiss from the main north-west to north-east trend¬ 
ing tributary joining Blackfellow’s Creek on Section 90. This is foliated in 
fine-grained bands, occasionally giving place to strings of a coarse texture in 
which fdspar is prominent. Under the microscope the rock is seen to contain 
very abundant orthoclase, a little oligoclase and quartz in small quantity only. 
Biotite is distributed in very small fragments, and rarely distinct flakes of 
muscovite appear. There is, however, a considerable amount of fine sericitic 

Bull. No. 6, Dept, of Forestry, University of Adelaide, p. 7. 
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mica devdop^ in the mash as a consequence of dynamic crushing. Some 
definite ilmenite is to be observed showing t^ical leucoxene change; also traces 
of hematite make their af^rance sporadically. Small colourless zircons are 
easily discernible. This r^ has evi^tly been a zircon^syenite which has been 
subjected to considerable dynamic force, and thereby suffered crushing and 
foliation. The ilmenite content is very distinct in the micro-slide, and as the 
basal bed of the sedimentary formation unconformably overlying it is ridi in 
ilmenite mins, there appears to he every reason to couple the syenitic rock 
with the Houghton magma described by Benson and to regard the sedimentary 
formation as the Adelaide Series. 

Whilst referring to this magma, it is interesting to note that a dioritic form 
of the same was recently found by Mr. C. T. Madigan and myself to underlie 
the ilmenitic conglomerate at the Grey Spur, which locality is adjacent to the 
Inman Valley, at^t 20 miles to the south-west of the spot under present con¬ 
sideration. Dr. Benson has reported it at Houghton, Aldgate, Normanville, and, 
by inference, at Mount Compass. So that it is to be recognized as the dominant 
feature of the “Barossian” Series and the back-bone of the Mount Lofty Ranges. 

THE ADELAIDE SERIES. 

The beds lying unconformably above the gneisses of Blackfellow’s 
Creek commence below as coarse arkose and pebble beds in which are 
chunks two and three inches in diameter of solid ilmenite. The felspathic 
ingredient has been much converted to sericite at the very base, but this 
change is less and less marked above. 'Hie coarse material is found only 
within 20 or 30 feet of the base, for it quickly passes upwards into a massive, 
fine-grained, felspathic quartz rock, with just a little mica appearing now and 
again and a faint ilmenite veinin^. In all, the beds of this character, exposed in this 
area, must reach 200 feel in thickness. On Sections 90 and 289 of Kuitpo this 
basid formation strikes N. 42° E. true and dips at 40° to the S.E. 

The overlying beds, which are fortunately fairl;^ regularly diwosed, were 
examined along two lines of section as far as Bull’s Creek. The bold rid(p-line 
of the Mount Magnificent Range is outlined by a strong and thick quartzite 
horizon, the Mount Magnificent quartzite. Between the base of the series and this 
horieon, slaty beds with at least one thin quartzite band were encountered, but the 
outcrops were too poor for any connected description. In several places about 
a mile south of Prospect Hill, hard resistant mdtuet of the underlying formation 
of a sage-grey colour weathered out of the soil proved to be a tremolite rock. 
A study of the microscqie setrtion suggests that they probably represent meta- 
mo^hose dol(^tic sediments. The quartzite of the Mount Magnificent Range 
varies considerab^ in texture from bed to bed. Where most strongly develops 
it was noted to be even-grained and moderately fine in texture but felspathic., 

On the down slopes to Bull’s Crede, and overlying the above quaitzite, 
more shaly beds were met. These paas into calcareous types above. On the 
line of section betweim Prospect Hill and Bull’s Creek at its junction with 
Hamilton Springs Creek, a c^reous bar is met at the lower end of Section 
3281, Hundred of Kond^rioga, and again SKHt debnitriy at the junction with 
Hamilton Springs Creek. In that nrigtwouiiHXid Snil's Creek evidently owes its 
location to the existence of this easily ei^ed Une of strata; it is a consequent 
stream following a line of easy erosion. At tl^.poiid on Bull’s Credk is met 
a dove-grey maitle conmosed almost entirely t4 eurite. There are also various 
gradations to less pu re forins, in some Of wmrii brown hiotite enters. 

Trsni. 1^. See, $, Aostr« modiL, 1901^ p. 101.' 
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Thest linKstonts were again noted on the alope lurther south outcrqrping 
on the Bnll's Creek to Willonga Road. There they are considerably disturbed 
in strike. 

In Section 3278, Kondoparinga, a bed of hard quartzite occurs and is 
quarried lor road metal. In the same section also is a rgei of barytes. 

Throughout the area examined there was found to be a general agreement 
in strike of the beds on the west side of the Moiint Maginlicent Range, and also 
over a considerable portion of the eastern slimes. This general strike is 
approximately N. 40° £. true. In the vicinity of Si's Creek itself, however, 
an approximate N. and S. trend prevailed. 

The dip is consistently to the £., hut more variable than the strike, though 
on the whole there is a general concordance ranging from 40° at the base of 
the series to 60° at BuO's Creek. The observations suggest a continuous series. 
Assuming this to be the case, and selecting the least disturbed areas and employ¬ 
ing mean figures lor the dip, the following thickness of strata is indicated 
From the base to the top of the Mount Magrricent quartzite a thickness of 
3,000 feet. From this quartzite to the marble formation at the junction of 
Hamilton Springs and Bull's Creek another 3|10 feet is indicated. 
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IGNEOUS ROCKS OP THE MOUNT PAINTER BELT. 

By D. Mawson, Kt., D.Sc., F.R.S. 

* 

[Read^tobcr 11, 1923.] 

Plates XXXIII. and XXXIV. 

As a result of two brief visits undertaken some years ago to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Yudanamutana and Mount Painter, at the north-eastern extremity 
of the Flinders Range, a short note was published in the Proceedings of the 
Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science defining a belt of 
Pre-Cambrian age in that portion of the State. 

It was intended to follow up that investi^tion, but up to the present, owing 
principally to its remote situation, no opportunity has presented itself of reviMting 
the area. Nevertheless, the great importance of that locality both petrologically 
and mineralogically, calls for the publication of such notes as are already to 
hand. 

The salient feature of the Mount Painter belt is the abundance of ignwus 
rocks, in part normal igneous types, at other times metamorphosed to gneisses 
and schists. To a less extent metamorphic rocks of sedimentary origin are 
discernible in this complex. 

General Features of the Central Zone. 

In the more central aone of this Pre-Cambrian belt, namely, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Mounts Pitts and Painter, the outcrt^ping rocks are possibly more 
largely of igneous origin than in the outer region. Here are dense felsitic and 
nanitic ro^s recalling the Pre-Cambrian porphyry and granite of the Gawler 
]^nges and Moonta; aJso a considerable development of syenite-porph}rry, (]^uartz- 
felspar-porphyiy, felspar-porphyry, and acidic gneisses sometimes exhibiting 
augen structure. Crossing both the igneous rocks and the included meta¬ 
morphosed sediments are numerous pegmatite reefs, often composed of very 
coarsely cprstalline quartz and red lelspar, at other times consisting only of 
quartz. Pink and red felspars are a notable feature of the rocks of this portion 
of the field. Micaceous iron, ilmenhe, sphene, and rutile are frequently observed 
to be present in notable quantities. 

An these rocks have suffered metamorphism to some extent, others are very 
far changed, including both chemical reconstruction in the minerals themselves 
and meciunical cru^. 

Besides these obviously imeous forms, there is in this central belt scattered 
irregular patches of spedally interesting schist formati<xis,<*> notably corundum- 
mica-schist, pleonast-mica-sehist, pleonast-tounnaline-mica-schist, cordierite- 
corundum-schist, cordierite-sillimanite-eorundum-schist, cordierite-sillimanite- 
schist, etc. In certain localities these schists are notably rich in accessory 
tourmaline, monazite, and apatite. These remarkable patches of schist are fre¬ 
quently banded in such a manner as to st^gest a former sedimentary origin, but 
they frequently merge into normal igneous rock. At the principal corundum- 
schist locality, that lying direotlv in the line between Mount Pitts and Mount 
Painter, the dominant rock neighbouring the schists is a quartz-felspar-muscovite- 
gneiss. Beyond the fact that pneumatolltk actioii with the introduction of certain 

a> Sydnw Ueetiac, 1911, ». 118. 

(S) Notes," by O. Mawsoh, Rroc- Roy. Soc. S. Austr., voL xl, p, a$2, 
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Map of the Mount Painter District, Northern Flinders Range. 
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ingredients from without and the depletion of silica is evidenced, we have no very 
definite explanation of these formations. 

In other localities, still in the central belt, appear zones of weakness along 
which intense pneumatolitic and hydatogenous processes have been active. The 
great reef formation culminating in Mount Gee is the principal example of this 
Mnd. In this reef the most persistent constituents are quartz, often in drusy 
amethystine vughs, and specular iron.«(*> At intervals other ingredients appear 
in notable quantities, including massive barytes, fluorspar (both green, blue, and 
black varieties), and uranium ores most commonly autunite and torbemite. On 
the eastern side of Mount Painter, in a continuation of the same mineralized 
zone, narrow veins of turquoise are associated with the uranium phosphate ores 
in a matrix consisting prindpall^ of micaceous and specular hematite and quartz. 
Several veins of stilmte, associated with fluorite, about 6 inches wide and of 
considerable horizontal extension, were found at the extremity of Mount Gee, 
extending outwards from the region of the lode formation across the imeous 
rocks, thus further attesting to the post-volcanic thermal character of the Mount 
Gee formation. 

The common uranium minerals of this formation, namely, the autimite and 
torbemite, are found as flakes and scales in the more porous portions of the 
lode, often as a last mineral to crystallize in the vughs themselves. Th^ are, 
therefore, amongst the latest minerals to be introduced. So far no quantity of 
uranium-bearing minerals of a more primary or magmatic character have yet 
been located, though in some areas of the lode and in the adjacent country 
monazite is quite abundant and may be uraniferous; also over a short distance 
in another lo«dity the lode formation is studded with small crystals of brown 
fergussonite. 

As regards the specific characters of the igneous rocks, unfortunately only a 
limited number are available for microscopic examination. 


Mount Gee to the Bojula-Boixana Gorge. 

The more acidic rocks of the central zone are in marked contrast to the 
prevailing basic types of the Bolla-Bollana Creek to the southward. As an 
exception, in the former case is a very coarse-grained, basic pegmatite outcrop¬ 
ping about one mile sputh of Mount Gee in the small creek (Sphene Creek) 
leading therefrom to tte Bolla-Bollana Creek. This pe^atite is constituted of 
coarse uralitic hornblende and clove-brown sphene, tM individuals in each case 
often reaching 6 inches and more in lenrtn. Sudi a rock would appear to 
represent the pegmatite of a dioritic or gawroic magma. 

Passing down Sphene Creek sundry types of gneiss an traversed, some of 
which are clearly of sedimentary orqfin. ^sewhere, also, in the central belt of 


(*> “Notes on some Oocurrenoei »f Silica near Mount Painter,*' Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., 
xxxvi. (W12), p. 173. 

(*> The major portion of the ooBoetktt was readered practically valnelest by an acetdental 
confusion of the specimens and Uwir labels, udiidt occunred during iny subsequent absence 
abroad. 
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Mount Painter rocks, the relics of sedimentary formations were noted, the more 
obvious being highly altered quartzite and boulder conglomerate. 

On the track down Sphene Creek the more obvious gneisses are crushed 
igneous types, amongst which augen-gneiss figures. Igneous rocks which have 
suffered only minor metamorphic changes are also present, for instance, granite, 
sometimes porphyritic, is a feature, and in some phases its appearance recalls 
the Boolcoomata granite of the Olary district; 

Two specimens of the more acid igneous rocks from this portion of the 
section from known localities are available for description. 

The first is a sircon-biotite-syenite which forms a considerable outcrop in 
the creek about two miles below Mount Gee. In the hand specimen it 
appears as a light-grey rock in which large white felspars, frequently three- 
quarters of an inch in length, are the most conspicuous feature. A gneissic 
parallelism of these felspars is discernible. Between the porphyritic felspars is 
a fine-grained matrix of quartz, felspar, and reddish-brown mica. 

The microscope section shows that the rock has undergone some crushing, 
the edges of the porphyritic individuals have been granulated, and the fine 
base material, which is of an allotriomorphic granular character, exhibits fre¬ 
quent inclusions of one mineral within the other to such a degree as to suggest 
recrystallization in part. The porphyritic felspars have the general characters 
of anorthoclase Elsewhere the felspars are represented by orthoclase micro- 
cline, acid plagioclase, and perthite. Quartz is plentiful but only in small 
individuals; it would appear to be insufficient in quantity to characterise the rock 
as a granite. Biotite is plentiful in very small fragments, strongly pleochroic 
from colourless to reddish-brown. Small grains and prisms of zircon are com¬ 
paratively numerous. Grains and rods of apatite are rare. This rock seems 
best described as a zircon-biotite-syenite. 

The second specimen, a somewhat altered quarts-fclspar-porphyry, comes 
from an outcrop forming a bar in the creek bed about a mile below that just 
described. The hand specimen is a pink-coloured, dense rock in which are 
discernible small quartzes with a bluish opalescence and the outlines of numerous 
porphyritic felspars set in a felsitic base. 

In section under the microscope the quartzes are seen to be badly strained. 
The felspars, which were apparently orthoclase, are largely changed to crystalline 
aggregates; some are quite indistinct relics. The base is constituted of fine 
felsitic granules. Grains of magnetite and some very tiny fragments and broken 
wec^s of colourless sphene are also present as primary minerals. There are 
present also some very minute granules of honey-yellow to bottle-green colour 
which look like pistasite, but as they appear to be primary may be monazite. 
The ragged edges of the primary minerals indicate at least some degree of 
mashing. This rock was evidently originally a quartz-felspar-porphyry, but has 
undergone considerable metamorphic recrystallizations, without any marked 
dynamic alteration. 

A specimen of a light-coloured, fresh-looking granite from amongst the 
C(dlect|on made in the Mount Painter belt is worthy of reference, though its exact 
locality is wanting. 

In the hand specimen it appears as an even-grained granular rock in which 
flesh-coloured felspars stand out amongst white felspars, quartz, and muscovite. 

Microscopically,the felspar is noted to be microcline, orthoclase, and an acid 
plagiodase. The latter, which is very near to albite, is rather abundant. Quartz 
IS ^entifid and muscovite plates numerous. The rock is very fresh, and appears 
to have be«i strained, but has not suffered crushing. The orthoclase felspars 
and the quartzes show shadowy extinction and the mica plates are bent. By 
reason of the almndance of plagioclase this rock tends towards the adamellites, 
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but on account of the albitic nature of the piagtoclase and notable amount of 
muscovite the rock must be very rich in alkali, and as ferromagnesian minerals 
are absent, it can be regarded as an Alaskite. 

At the junction of the Mount Gee Creek with the Bolla-Bollana Creek, 
basalt appears in the section. In this neighbourhood also the strata are cut by a 

J uartz reef of gig^tic proportions, continuing out of sight on either hand, 
'oarse-grained basic rocks, doleritfc and gabbroic, outcrop at intervals beyond 
leading to the Bolla-Bollana Gorge, where the creek cuts through a great quartzite 
bed. 

Just before reaching the great Bolla-Bollana Gorge quartzite formation, a 
specially notable area of basaltic igneous rocks was met with. Here some 
evidence of intrusion was observed, but other parts of the formation were 
brecciated in a manner which suggested a possible tuffaceous character. The 
metamorphism which these rocks have tmdergone obscures their features, and 
further investigation is needed before any more definite statement can be made. 
As much of the basalt was noted to be vesicular with amygdular fillings of a 
white secondary mineral, further support was given to the suggestion of an 
effusive origin. 

Unfortunately no specimens of these basaltic rocks are preserved for 
microscopic examination. However, a series of vesicular basic rocks collected 
not far distant on Paralana Sheep Station by the late W. B. Greenwood,^®> and 
which have very similar features to those at the Bolla-Bollana Gorge, are avail¬ 
able, and a description of them follows. It is assumed that they repre.sent other 
outcrops of this same basic series of lavas elsewhere in the district. 

A moderately coarse-grained amphibolitic rock collected from a large outcrop 
on the Bolla-Bollana Creek one and a half miles below the junction of the Mount 
Gee Creek has the following characters as noted in the microscope section:— 

The predominant mineral is actinolitic hornblende in irregular elongated 
rectangular forms poikiloblastically enclosing minor constituents of the rock. 
These latter are biotite, muscovite, and calcite as small individuals. There is no 
definite schistose distribution of the ingredients, the individuals being arranged 
at all angles to each other. The texture of the rock is typically that of the 
crystalline schists. This rock, therefore, has arrived at its present condition 
either by the complete recrystallization of an original basic igneous rock or by 
the thermal metamorphism of calcareous beds. There is a considerable similarity 
in microscopic section between this and a certain actinoHte rock associated with 
the copper ore deposit at Yudanamutana. 


Vesicvlas Lavas from Paralaka. 


The vesicular basic rocks collected 1^ Mr. Greenwood are amygdaloidal 
melaphyres, and comprise five specimens of one class and one of another. 
The largest member of the first group has the following characters. In the 
hard specimen it appears as an aphsuirac, chocolate-brown rock studded with 
numerous irregular-si»ped, pinkiidi patches of an amygdaloidal nature. 

The microscope section reveals a basidtic texture modified by metamorphic 
^nges whidi have almost completely teconstructed the mineral components. 
Relics of the formm plagiodase laths are how somewhat dusty, due to chaiqie 
to fine, practically irresolvable aggrcMtes, the pTinch>a] constitiaent of which 
corresponds closed in character to aibhe. Apart from the areas actually occu¬ 
pied ojr the relic leli^pars, the whole sei^ion is tldsMy studded with opaque iron 
ore, or^pnally magnetite, but partly fo«M over to Ihnonhe, Osbrite is pteaeut 
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throughout the rocks in small and inconspicuous particles, and talc is quite 
abundant, often with numerous magnetite grains embedded in it. An original 
fine-grained ferromagnesian mineral and what appears to have been a glassy base, 
whose former presence is strongly suggested by the present textural features, 
have been transformed into iron oxide, chlorite (pennine), and talc. 

The amygdular inclusions are constituted of faintly blue-green chlorite and 
a fine scaly mineral corresponding to talc. To at minor extent microscopic 
granules of quartz and calcitc are present. 

The original rock was evidently an amygdaloidal basalt, but as a conse¬ 
quence of great antiquity has suffered recrystalHzation. Except for the steam 
holes and their fillings this rock closely resembles in microscopic features the 
chloritiscd basalt described from the Blinman South Mine by W. N. Benson. 

The other four specimens of similar type to that just described vary only 
in minor details of structure and in quantities and modifications of the original 
minerals. They range from a chocolate-brown to a warm-grey colour, as noted 
in the hard specimen; also there is a noticeable variation in the quantity and 
character of the vesicles now filled by secondary minerals. 

Judging by the development and distribution of the plagiodase laths, as 
seen in the microscope slide, the original structure probably ranged from true 
doleritic forms to pilotaxitic and to almost hyalopilitic types. There is some 
variation in the changes which affect the plagioclases, but rarely in any relic 
left of original twinning. The quantity and distribution of the iron ores is 
variable. Magnetite is partly in tiny original idiomorphic crystals and as a 
secondary dust. Plagiodase needles are noted to show flow structure around 
certain of the large magnetites. Limonite and hematite are much more abundant 
in some specimens than in others, and very much affect the prevailing colour 
of the rock. In all cases original pyroxene and glassy base have changed to 
chlorite, talc, and dusty iron ores. In one specimen occasional grains of yellow 
cpidote are to be seen. 

The vesicles are usually very irregular in form, and longish flattened ones 
are present up to three-quarters of an inch in length. In one case a crack 
extending over a considerable area in the specimen is also filled in the same 
manner as the vesicles. The usual filling of these is a pinkish peripheral layer 
of what is apparently quartz clouded with ferruginous dust. Within is a whiter 
area in which are variable proportions of granules of clear quartz, talc, chlorite 
(pennine), and much more abundant calcite, which usually occupies the central 
zone. In one rock only, grains of yellow epidotc also appeared in the vesicles, 
and in another case chalcedony was noted. 

The other class of amygdular melaphyre collected by Mr. Greenwod is of a 
striking appearance. It is an aphanitic grey rock packed with spherical white 
amygdules. Thus in its general appearance it recalls some leucitophyres. 

In microscope section it is seen to be composed of recrystallized plagiodase 
n^dles in a base dustj^ with fine magnetite and composed largely of chlorite 
with low double refraction. There are also ramifying patches at intervals of a 
fine scaley mineral of high double refraction either talc or white mica. The 
original structure appears to have been hyalopilitic. 

The amygdules are mainly filled with quartz in the form of elongated 
granules usually arranged in a rough sub-radial manner. The onlv other mineral 
of the vesicles is what is apparently white mica in aggregates of the most minute 
partides, This latter mineral is never present in quantity and is usually dis¬ 
posed peripherally* 

<V Trans. Roy, Soc, S. Aostr., xxxiii., 1909, p. 226. 
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SBDIMENTAKY SEKIES at the BoLLA-BoLLANA CiOKGE. 

A great quartzite fomwtion is cut across by the Bolla-Bollana Creek at 
the spot knoum as the Gor|^. There the bed is roughly 500 feet thick and 
strikes N. 30® E. In places it shows evidence of folding, but for the most part 
dips steeply to the south (about 60®). Beds of grit and pebbles are included, 
and in them the pebbles are chiefly quartz and quartzite, but there are also many 
dark coloured ones of basaltic appearance and light coloured felsitic types, some 
of which were noted to be epidotised. 

The finer-grained section of this qwrtzite formation is ripple marked and 
shows fine current bedding features. There is present a small quota of oxide 
of iron in fine grains arranged in laminae, of which 60 major laminae were 
counted in 6 feet of the rock. Some of this original black iron sand has been 
converted to hematite and impart a slight reddish tinge to some areas of the 
rock. 

Above this quartzite follow several hundred feet thick of beds ranging from 
a very fine-grained sandstone below, then shaley beds and finely calcareous slates. 
The relation of these beds to the quartzite below was not determined, as no clear 
contact came under notice, but it was assumed that they follow regularly above 
the quartzite. 

Now follows a definite unconformity. A coarse conglomerate is seen in the 
creek dipping to the S.S.E. at a much lower angle than the underlying beds just 
described. Where weathered the sandy matrix has crumbled to a large extent, 
and the boulders show up well. These latter are rounded and subangular. No 
glacial striae were observed, but the time available gave no opportunity for 
making a proper search. Though not at all a typical tillite in character, this 
boulder rock, nevertheless, has certain characters which suggest a glacial or 
fluvio-g^acial origin. This conglomerate formation constitutes what appears to 
be the base of an extensive series outcropping to the S.S.E. in low undulating 
hills. Unfortunately there was no opportunity for a reconnaissance in that 
direction. The general lithological features of the beds suggested, at the time, 
the Adelaide Series (Proterozoic) as exposed widely in the North Flinders 
Range further to the west. This view is strengthened by the fact that, what 
lippears to be a dacial tillite horizon higher up in this same series was reported 
by Mr. W. B. Greenwood to cross the Arkaroola Creek a few miles lower 
down at a spot two miles east of the Kingsmill Mine. 

Revertins to the detail of the conglomerate formation, boulders were noted 
near its base identical in character with the underiying shaley sandstone. Above, 
the great bulk of the boulders, ei^ially the larger ones, are identical with the 

S reat quartzite in the gorge, for example, exhibiting the very striking regular 
uting due to a charftcteristic arrangement of the iron sands under the influence 
of a flowing water. One of the boiflders measured 3 feet 6 inches in diameter. 
Very few are more than 2 feet and most are but a few inches in diameter. Other 
types of rocks noted were a red-tipted quartzite, a dense gritty quartzite, and 
several large blocks of grit just like that at the base of the shales below. Many 
of the boulders were so far weathered as to be tmrecognizahle, though several 
suggested decayed felsites. Neither granitic nor basaltic rocks were recognised. 
Though the traverse probably did not reach the limits of the boulder b^, a 
thickness of fully 500 feet was recorded. 

. .... , u— .I,.-.. .... 

WTIw field nete-book says dippiiwr *Virth.** bet tills appears to be contradicted by later 
entries, aad » therefore taken to be a derical error. 

<«Sir Edgeworth David, Tran. Roy. Soc. S. Aastr<» xWi, 1822, p. fi. 

'tW) Private coannimicatkw. 
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Basic Intrusions at Yudanamutana. 

Turning now to the north-western margin of the igneous and metamorphic 
complex forming the Mount Painter belt, there is, flanking it, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Yudanamutana, a massive quartzite formation extending far on either 
hand as the dominant feature in the physiographic relief. It passes just south 
and east of the township of Yudanamutana, and was noted to extend west to 
the vicinity of the Wheel Ellen Mine and east t 9 the high land block known 
as Freeling Heights. 

A splendid section is exposed in the gorge cut through it by the stream 
which leads from the township southward. In its broader features, this quartzite 
formation resembles the great quartzite of the Bolla-Bollana Gorge on the 
opposite side of the Mount Painter belt, but there are yet many points that need 
reconciling before their identity can be definitely asserted. The evidence is. 
however, strongly in favour of their identity, and, further, indicates that this 
quartzite and boulder bed (for in places beds of massed boulders appear in the 
formation) is the basal stage of a sedimentation cycle postdating the highly 
metamorphic intervening belt. 

Along the outcrop to the south-west, in the vicinity of the Wheel Ellen 
Mine, a section of the beds passes down from tillite and certain other associated 
boulder beds in which practically all the boulders are quartzite, a formation which 
outcrops at Red Hill, through slaty beds which are in part calcareous and 
dolomitic to the quartzite and grit beds of the ridge at the Wheel Ellen Mine 
itself. This formation and some associated softer bands beneath it rest upon 
acid schistose and gneissic rocks, amongst which is a typical augen gneiss similar 
in genera] features to that well-known example near the south-west extremity 
of the main outcrop of the Broken Hill lode. In this area, below the quartzite, 
many quartzose reefs occur crossing the formations; these always contain much 
micaceous iron and ilmenite. The overlying beds have been considerably meta¬ 
morphosed, for example, actinolite is noticeably developed in the quartzite and in 
calcareous beds higher up. 

At Yudanamutana there is clear evidence of basic igneous activity post¬ 
dating the great quartzite formation to which reference has just been made. 
Slaty and calcareous rocks overlying the quartzite are intruded by doleritic 
basic rocks with the accompaniment of considerable metamorphism producing 
homstones and spotted schists, and causing the development of tremolite and 
actinolite in the more calcareous and dolomitic bands, which also are the matrices 
for the main depositions of copper ores formerly mined in this locality. It is 
interesting to note that some fine specimens of massive scheelite were got in 
association with the copper ores in actinolite rock at the smelter site. The 
copper was obvious!)' introduced in association with the basic igneous rock. 

The ore depositions are as irregular patches both in the intruded rocks and 
in phases of the igneous rock itscK. The principal primary minerals thus repre¬ 
sented are iron and copper pyrites and micaceous hematite. A pinnacled out¬ 
crop to the north of tne township known as the Cockscomb is constituted of 
several large, parallel ferriferous reefs of this kind. There they are principally 
micaceous iron and jasperoid rock with some vesicular gossan, the latter 
indicating a weathered and removed pyritic content. 

A specimen of an altered diabase from an intrusion at Yudanamutana has 
the following characters:—The hard specimen appears as a dense faintly 
greenish, dark-grey rock in which no porphyritic constituents are visible. Under 
the microscope a dennite doleritic intersertal structure is preserved by the 
plagiod^B which are still clear, but carry abundant inclusions of actinolite 
rods, n^ute biotite flakes, and grains of magnetite. The section is loaded with 
bundles of secondary diablastic actinolite. 



ThB VfwKTSMXt Footttltu i» VtlKBUKO HstGBTS. 

Fi««lii» » Iwlendid tacftmple of $n dovstod petuplme, stands oat 

'* to the norai-Meast from Vudanamatana. On the low oountiy near its south* 
western extremity is the Daley Mine and other o^per mines also associated with 
areas of basic rock intmsive into the upper sedimentary senes. -A^in there is 
associated with the sulphides a great deal of micaceous iron. The intruded 
rocks indude a remarl^le develpoment of actinolite rock and iq;K}tted slates 
in which tremoUte is seen to be forming at scattered centres, crystallizing in 
radid*fibrous forms. Scene of the intrusive rock is slightly vesicular. 

These intrusions at the Daley Mine are into slaty and calcareous beds, 
which 1^ their relations to a tiUite formation further to the north-east are 
evidently the Flinders Range equivalent of some part of the Adelaide Series 
At a lower horizon, in the Waterfall Gorge, an extensive and very massive 
quartzite series is located. This appears to be a continuation of the gorge 
quartzite of Yudanamutana. Its dip varies a little and it appears to stand 
conformably upon metamorphosed calcareous sediments passing downwards into 
more slaty beds, and finally into conglomerate at the base. 

This conglomerate, where examined, was found to be dipping steeply to 
the S.S.W. The boulders in it, which are rolled out and rendered schistose 
by pressure, are cemented by a matrix nch in grains of iJmenite and magnetite 
of original sedimentary origin. Occasionally entire bands of such fine ilmenitic 
sands traverse the conglomerate. Included blocks of quartz-porphyry are 
abundant in this conglomerate. A notable feature of this porphyry is that the 
quartz phenocrysts exhibit a characteristic blue tint. Many of the quartz grains 
m the matrix of the conglomerate are also of this kind. 

Below the conglomerate are further beds of a slaty and sandy natuie, and 
gravel rock rich in ilmenitic sands and blue quartz particles. 

As a continuation of these beds, at a point somewhat further to the north 
again, on the flanks of Freeling Heights, is a massive sedimentary formation 
consisting of quartzites carrying bluish-tinted quartzes and large boulders of 
quartzite and of quartz-porphyry in which the quartzes show the blue tint. 

An area of massive blue-quartz quartz-porphyry, much schistified, was met 
with near Willigan Hill. This is evidently a portion of the basement rock upon 
which the great sedimentary series was laid down. 

All the beds thereabouts are in an advanced stage of dynamometamorphism 
and, in addition, thermal-metamoiphism is evidenced to a considerable degree, 
often making it very difficult to delineate their original characters. It is, never¬ 
theless, quite clear that in the neighbourhood of Freeling Heights there is a great 
basal series of conglomeratic and quartzitic rocks rich in ilmenite and capping 
unconformably an older terrain remarkable for the presence of extensive quartz- 
felspar-porph^ in which the quartzes have a characteristic blue tint. In this 
latter feature there is a resemblance to the quartzes of the Encounter Bay 

f ranite, though the intensity of blue colouration is often greater in the Mount 
'ainter rocks. 

Two different types of igneous rock were noted intruding this great basal 
sedimentary series near Freeling Heights—one a large basic intrusion, the other 
a dyke of reddish-brown coloured add por^yry, macroscopically resembling a 
type that has been met vrith in the Flinders l^nge TiUite at Mueller’s Hill. 

A specimen of quwtz-feUfar-porfkyry from the creek one mile north of 
the WiUigan HiU Mine shows roimaeii, porphyritk bluish quartzes and the 
outlines of porphyritic felspars embedded in an atdianitic grey hue. • The micro¬ 
scope slide revew ffiat the quartzes are corroika and show pressure cracks and 
undnlatory strain extinctions. The rdics of poipbyritic felspars appear in 
aggregates of secondary mineials. Relic structures in some of the felspars suggest 
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MXt 4:^j:)6K*^batch twinning, indicating that some of the original felspar 

pli0li6cr)r|t$ Were microcline, though indeed such a feature tnay he developed in 
oithcxdase under stress* The base material is granulitic, and so fine grained as to 
be dUficult to resolve, though small scraps of biotite are easily discernible through* 
out- The rock was originally a quartt-fdspar porphyry with felsiti<; base. 

A second specimen from the vicinity of Willigan Hill is a more severely 
altered form of the same rock. The eyes of blue quartz stand out clearly, but 
the base and the felspars have been granulated to such a degree that the rock 
is distinctly a schist, in which minute scales of dark mica figure prominently, 
imparting a dark colour and micaceous appearance to the entire rock. 

Two erratics of an almost identical quartz-felspar-porphyry were found 
during the same expedition in the tillite at Red Hill. 

In the hard specimen these are Hght*grey rocks of a microcrystalline char¬ 
acter, with the exception of porphyritic quartzes and felspars. The quartz 
phenocrysts are smaller than usual in the Mount Painter Belt porphyries, and in 
one of the specimens are comparatively scarce. They exhibit merely a sug¬ 
gestion of the blue optical eflFect which characterises the closely similar rocks of 
the Willigan Hill neighbourhood. Relics of orthoclase and microcline pheno¬ 
crysts are numerous in both specimens, all recrystallized as dusty aggregates. 
The base is a very fine-grained granular mass composed of dear granules like 
quartz with a sprinkling orf biotite and a little muscovite. Strain features are 
shown by the porphyritic quartzes,. The close correspondence between the rock 
of these erratics and that described above, collected in situ, makes it practically 
certain that they originated from the neighbourhood of hVeeling Heights. 

The Acidic Pneumatoutic and Hydatck.enous Intrusion ok the Giant's 
Head and Tourmaline Hill near Umberatana. 

Though removed some few miles from the Mount Painter Belt proper, there 
is a very remarkable and abnormal Intrusion extending at least for a very 
considerable length at no great distance from the road leading from Umberatana 
to Yudanamutana. It has a general west to east extension. The Giant's Head, 
near to and approximately south-east of Umberatana Head Station, is the 
western extremity of the formation. According to Mr. W. B. Greenwood, to 
whom reference has already been made, the intrusion continues to the eastward 
practically without a break until it merges into the Mount Painter complex. 
There was no opportunity of checking this statement. When examined at the 
Giant's Head, the intruded rocks of the Adelaide Series, not far below the 
tillite, are arched uo and metamorphosed for a distance of a quarter of a mile 
from the contact. The metamorphic rocks thus produced are chiastelite schist, 
actinotite schist, tremolite schist, and silicated limestone. Also a little copper 
pyrites associated with haematite was noted in dolomite in the vicinity At this 
point the dyke has a width varying from 25 to 80 yards. The rock has all the 
chatacteristics of a low-temperature formation rich in gaseous and volatile 
components. It was from a patch in this formation that a fetid felspar was 
collected by Mr, Howchln and described by the present writer.^^^ Striking 
formations of graphit quartz and felspar and graphic tourmaline and quartz 
are to be seen. In some areas where the rock is composed of granular quartz 
and felspar it is of a quite porous nature, and it is in just such places the 
quartzes and felspars are most notably charged with liquid inclusions, a con¬ 
stituent of which included matter is hydrogen sulphide, which imparts the fetid 
character to the rock. A coarse-textured pegmatitic formation cuts across the 
formation in one place and carries crystals of sphene noted up to 6 inches in 
fength. 

Trsat* Roy. Soc. S. Aujitr., xxx., 1906, p, 67. 

k 
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A cjEKciMea tii <l>e tnoitt tybiod.TDck fratti tilt Hetul is even-franiilar 

and of aftpeartaoce. It la composed of much mtCroliAd, some orttiodi^ 
afld a siller perceQta||e of alUtic ^agioclaae, togettier with a little muscovite. 
DarkK^loured tounnalmt is distributed sporadically. 

A second locality visited on idte line of this intrusion was Tourmaline Hill, 
which is half-way between Umberatana Head Station and the Wheel Ellen 
Mine. Here the rock was seen to be closely related to that of the Giant's 
Head, but particularly rich in tourmaline. Patches of black toumuline in quartz 
and tourmaline in a quartz-felspar rock were noted. In several places there 
were crystals of a light-green transparent tourmaline. Also large red garnets 
enclosing poecilitically much quartz and felspar. 

In microscope section the composition of a sMcimen from this locality is 
seen to be microcline (probably a soda-microcline), a little'orthoclase, notable 
plagioclase (apparently albite), quartz, a little muscovite and tourmaline. An 
mteresting case was noted of a growth of microcline around a large plagioclase 
(albite). 

The magma of this intrusion was evidently not at all a normal one, but 
rather of a pneumatolitic or hydatogenous character. 


Summary. 


1. In the great sedimentary series west of Yudanamutana, glacial tillite^*®' of 
a veiy definite character with ice-scratched boulders has been met with at Mount 
Rose, Mueller's Hill, and Red Hill. This feature, taken together with the general 
lithological character of the beds, fixes their age as AdelaideaH, formerly 
regard^ as Ixiwer Cambrian, but recently shown to be more probably Pro¬ 
terozoic. Conglomerate and quartzite beds near the base of this series in the 
Yudanamutana district have the ilmenitic facies distinctive of the hasal beds of 
the Adelaide Series. 

2. Still older rocks, largely igneous in origin and mainly acidic, 
occupy a belt surrounding Mount Painter, and flanked on either side by the 
Adelaidean formation. Included are highly metamorphic types which contain 
elements recalling the Barossian Series of the Mount Lofty Ranges and the 
Willyama Series of the Barrier Ranges and the Boolcoomatta Hills. In the 
light of present knowledge, the Mount Painter Belt should therefore be classed 
with these, and it is to be considered of early or middle Pre-Cambrian age. 
Certain features noted at Bolla-Bollana Creek and near Willigan Hill suggest 
that there may be represented two formations older than the Aiklaidean beds. 

3. Igneous activity is indicated of either two or three ages. Firstly, an early 
acid series, including the blue-quartz ^uart-porphyry shed as boulders in the 
conglomeratic rock close to Freeling Heights. Swondly, an acid phase, including 
the pink-coloured quartz-felspar-porphyry intruded into the boulder bed just 
referred to in the Freeling Heights area; also the aplitic wd pegmatitic intrusion 
at the Giant's Head. Thirdly, a great basic series intrusive into the Adelaidean 
rocks in the Yudanamutana district and on the Paralana side of the ranges. It 
is quite possible that this third series is contemporaneous with the second acid 
phase. The association of some acid aplite ana a quartz-ceratophyre with the 
basic intrusives of the Mount Rem&rkwle arca^“^ is further support to this 
contention. 


These basic intrusives are very similar to those already described by 

(W) First recorded to this area by PrOfteior W. Howebin. 

Notes on the Igneooi Rodcs of Mount Remarkable," by Dr. E. 0. 
Thiek, ProC. Roy. Soc. S. Aastr, xl.. m«, p. m 

I *L p. 418; also Proc.‘ Roy. Soc. S, Austr., 



Professor W. Howchin intruding the Adelaide Series at Blinman further to 
the souths and at Mount Remarkable, near the head of Spencer’s Gulf. There 
is every reason to regard all these as of the same age. The fact that a basic 
^ke 1ms been noted,not far from Blinman, intersecting the fossiliferous 
Cambrian strata, suggests that these basic rocks are either late Cambrian or 
post-Cambrian in age. 

4. The ancient vesicular basic rocks from Paralana have all the appearance 
of surface lavas, and in the absence of definite information are taken to belong 
to the same period of activity as instanced at Yudanamutana and Blinman. 
Neck-like fOrnjs of intrusion of vesicular basic rocks have been described 
already from Blinman These eruptions were possibly contemporaneous with 
lavas, agglomerate and tuff of diabasic character associated with the Victorian 
ifeathcotian formation, which has been shown by Professor E. W. Skeats to 
lie at the base of the Ordovician formation. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XXXIII and XXXIV 
Pi ATI XXXIII 

Fir 1 'IravcrsiiiR the lower beds of the “Adelaide Senes” just before entenuR the 
township of Yudanamutana The jagged fK'aks in the distance are at the back of the town 
along the no?them bouudaiy of the rugged Mount Paintti Belt J he aicd of basic intrusions 
IS within the vlc^^ on the near side of the peaked ranges 

Fig 2 In the Yudanamutana Gorge where it intersects the great quartzite formation; 
the lattei apparently the basal member of the Adelaide Senes in this Mcinity 

Pi An XXXIV 

Fig 1 The rugged Mount Painter Belt IcKiking ivirth trom a point on the stern 
extremity of the Mount (^ee lode 

Fig. 2 Ixiokmg east to the elevated summit of Mount Painter itself Taken from a 
jiomt on the Mount Cicc lode some hundreds of feet above the adjacent salley floor The lode 
formation occupies the foreground 

(All photographs by D Mawson ) 


(W) **A Geological Traverse of the Flinders Range from the Parachilna Gorge to the 
Uke Frome Plains,'’ by Prof. W. Bowchin, Prpe. Roy. Soc. S. Austr,, xlvi,, 1922 , p. 46. 



ON SOME HALOPHYTIC AND NON-HALOPHYTIC PLANT 
COMMUNITIES IN ARID SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

By Professor T. G. B. Osbork, D.Sc., and 
J. G. \\’ooD, B.Sc., Department of Botany, University of Adelaide. 

[R^d October 11. 1923.] 

Plates XXXV. and XXXVI. 

The present paper is in the nature of a sequel to one published earlier this 
year, “On the Zonation of the Vegetation in the Port Wakefield District.”('> 
Some time must elapse before we can present our observations on the ecology of 
the arid North-eastern portion of South Australia owing to the size of the area 
to be examined and the necessity of visiting portions at different seasons of the 
year. It seems useful, however, to publish some of our data on the halophytic 
and non-halophytic plant communities in the district since the extent of the 
former has not been clearly understood. We desire to express our thanks to 
Lisle G. Johnson, Esq., owner of Dilkera; to Hamilton-Wilcox Limited, owners 
of Koonamore; to the Managing Director (A. G. Rymill, Esq.) of the Canowie 
Pastoral Company, owners of Cumamona; and to their Managers, Mr. J. P. 
Henderson at Koonamore and Mr. L. Boothby at Cumamona. Ail of these 
have materially helped us in our investigations by providing accommodation, 
transport, etc., besides many kindnesses. Without their aid it would have been 
impossible to undertake the work. 

Introductory. 

In the paper previously referred to we have given an account of the zonation 
of plant communities when passing from a littoral mangrove formation to a 
“saltbush” area. We showed that the sequence of communities might be 
correlated with a progressive decrease in both the soluble salts (whether “total" 
or “chlorides”) and in soil moisture. A deduction was that “saltbush” (a dwarf 
shmbland of Atriplex spp.) is a community of arid conditions and is not 
halophytic. In the present paper we extend our observations to the typical salt¬ 
bush country of the pastoralist. and give some of the evidence we have 
collected as to its essentially arid and non-halc^hytic nature. Huge areas in 
South Australia are occupied by a number of plant communities that have this 
in common—4he abundance of dwarf shrubs beloni^ng to genera of the 
Chenopodiaceae. especially Atriplex and Kochia. The former are popularly 
termed “saltbushes,” because of their appreciably salt taste, the latter “blue- 
bushes” because of the blue-white colour of the foliage owing to its covering 
of close cottony or woolly hairs. The abundance of these bushes gives a character 
to much of the arid and semi-arid portions of South Australia. 

Saltbush has been very inadequatdy treated in the literature on Australian 
ecology and even ignored in the Vegetation maps that have appeared. The 
North-east District of South Australia lying cast of the Flinders Range from 
the Murray Basin to Lake Frome is about 25,000 sqtuue miles. Saltbushes or 
bluebushes are the character phmts of much of this area, ^ the names do not- 
appear on either Dids* map of the vegetation of Australia ^ ©r Griffith Taylor’s 
modification of it<*> published more recently, 

(1) Osborn, T. a B, and Wood, J. G,. Trans. Eoy. Son. S Austr., xlvM, p. 244, 

<*) Diels, L., Die PflmuenweH von West Australkn, Liepdg, IW. 

id^^**'*** Ertvirowumt, ConHUouwealth Adv. OUaw,' Bd. sad 
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West of the Flinders Range is an even larger district extending westwards 
to the'Western Australian boundary, and occupied to a great extent by saltbush 
or bluebush. Both these areas are mapped as “Savannah/* the feature of which 
is said to be that “much grass** exists. It is true that after suitable rainfalls 
the area is heavily grassed, but an overwhelming proportion of the grasses are 
thcrophytes, and as such give no permanent character to the flora. 

The first sketch of the vegetation of South Australia was given by Schom- 
burgk in 1876.^^^ He refers to a “grass land** region in which are “gravelly and 
waterless flats** whose surface is “often saline . . . supporting only a scanty 

herbage of Atriplex, Kochia, Salicornia, and Salsola!' The association of 
Salicomias (now Arthrocnemon spp.) with Atriplex and Kochia may have given 
rise to the idea, expressed by later writers, that the two last were also halophytes. 
Schimper’s account is based largely on Schomburgk. Warming*s^^*^^ references 
to arid Australia are also meagre. There is a general statement that salt lands 
occur in the central parts of many countries having a “continental** climate, 
including Australia. He makes no mention of Atriplex or Kochia shrubland, 
when describing “shrub steppe** vegetation (p. 281). The account in Diels* 
introductory section on the vegetation of Australia as a whole is more complete. 
Diels does not specially describe the saltbush or bluebush communities of 
Western Australia. Describing the “desert** (Wusten) he pointed, out that 
extensive areas without vegetation are not a feature of Australia. I'here is 
an arid type of flora with considerable diversity. He distinguishes loamy froir 
sandy “deserts.** On the former succulent-leaved Oienopodiaceous plants are 
the most general. Some types occur in saline depressions, e.g,, around Lake 
Torrens, but others grow freely on the drier “savannah** lands. Discussing the 
Chenopodiaceae later in the work,^^^ Diels very pertinently asks if the occurrence 
of Chenopodiaceae always indicates richness of the soil in sodium chloride. He 
notes that certain species are prominent in littoral communities. Atriplex 
paludosum and others grow in salt swamps, while the almost arborescent A, 
isatidea occurs on stable dune thickets. “All these are naturally halophytes. 
On the other hand, it is less sure whether the Chenopodiaceae of the interior 
are also halophytes. In many cases this is at present uncertain; they occur like 
members of the Frankeniaceae around the margin of wide valleys that are covered 
with salt owing to erosion. Other species, however, occur only in stony loam, 
the salinity of which is not accurately known.** Such are the Kochias, numerous 
Bassias, and “very conspicuous because of their size are the half shrubby 
Atriplex spp. and Chenopodium spp., the so-called ‘saltbushes* of the pastoralists.** 

In Cannon*s^*^ description of arid South Australia the Chenopodiaceous 
communities, with the possible exception of bluebush, Kochia sedifolia, are 
regarded as halophytic. 

Adamson and Osborn,in their paper “On the Ecology of the Ooldea 
District/* regarded communities of Atriplex vesicarium and Kochia sedifolia as 
npn^halophytic. This opinion was based in part as a residt of observations on 
the donation of the vegetation around a gypsum salt lake in that district. 

«> Schombtirak, R., “The Flora of South Australia,’* in Harcus, “South Australia,’* 
London, 1S^6, p. 217. 

<•) Schisnper, A, F. W., “Plant Geography,** Oxford, 1903, p. 504. 

W Warming, R, “(Ecology of PUnts,** Oxford, 1909, pp. 218, 234, 

Didi, he , fit ^ 

(t) Dids^ he. citf p. 274. 

(9> Catm^ W. A„ 1921, *Tlaiit Habits and Habitat in the arid portion of South Australia,'* 
Carnegie Inst, Waibiii^en, Pub. No. 308. 

* (*) Adannon, R. S., and Osborn, T. G. B., Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xlvi., 
S39, 1922. 
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Collins describes the saltbush and bluebush communities of the Barrier 
Range District, New South Wales. These are developed on plains of “both 
sandy and alluvial soils, as well as in depressions which undoubtedly possess a 
certain percentage of salts.” The conclusion reached is that the weight of 
evidence is m favour of the view that the master factor in their distribution is 
climatic rather than the edaphic one of soil salinity. 



Text fig. 1. 

Map of portion of Sooth Australia showing contour lines of 500 and 1,000 feet, land over 
1,000 feet stippled 5>, 10-<, and IS'lnch isohyets are shown, but not rainfall lines foi 
_ higher precipitation. 

(Based on a map published by me (swlogwal Survey of Sooth Australia, 1917.; 


Topockafkic. 

The communities dealt with in thia paper have been observed over a tract 
of country running nearly 200 miles in a south-north line, from the River Murray 
to Lake Fromc (text fig. 1). Frtan the Murray Basin the district extends northward 

« “Studies in the Vegetation of Arid and Semi-arid New South Wales"; 

B^fier Distrk^ Pnc. 'Ray. Soc., Umu Soc. N,S. Wales, 

xtvxil* p i9i 4r°cs3p |iii iS»9( 
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as a great plain rising gradually to an eastern extension of the Central South 
Australian highlands, which serves as the watershed between the Murray River 
and the inland drainage to Lake Frome. These highlands are of comparatively 
recent formation, geologically speaking, though componed of Cambrian rocks. 
The ancient river systems have been cut across by the uplift forming these 
highlands, the altitude of which does not exceed 2,000 feet. Northward the 
land gradually falls again to Lake Frome. Much of the highlands have under¬ 
gone pencplaination, and consist of wide flat valleys between low hills. 

The rivers of the district are ill-defined and erratic in their direction of 
flow. They are mere watercourses running only at intervals in times of flood. 
"J'hey may be dry for years together and then come down in flood, overflowing 
their banks and temporarily submerging the surrounding country for as much 
as a mile or more on each side of the channel. Such watercourses have fre¬ 
quently no opening to the Murray or to Lake Frome. but terminate on a flood 
plain in a lake or swamp. Lake Frome itself is only a large example of this 
type. These centres of inland drainage .serve as evaporating pans and 
accumulate a high percentage of soluble salts (see table of analyses). 

Climate. 


Rainfall .—The area lies wholly within the 10-inch isohyet. 1 he rainfall 
records of Florieton, near Dilkera "Murray Basin, Koonamorc. and Curnainona 
are given below:— 






Mean Monthly Rainfall in 

inches. 



Mean 

for 

Year 


LooAlity 

Period 

of 

YoAra 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. Apl. 

May iTttiio 

July 

Ang 

Sept. Oct. 

Nov. 

Deo. 

Average 

Annual 

Florieton 

27 

*49 

•42 

•50 74 

79 Ml 

•74 

l-Ol 

•97 

1*08 

•64 

•70 

9*48 

9‘»7 

XoonAmorc 

27 

•70 

•45 

•61 *64 

•98 1-08 

*46 

•63 

•58 

•81 

•64 

•59 

8*18 

8*46 

OuraAmonti 

80 

•62 

•27 

•48 *60 

*86 -85 

•83 

*54 

•19 

•55 

•65 

•69 

b85 

7-08 


These results are shown graphically in fig. 2 Mean figures may be 
misleading, because in any single year there may be rainless or almost rainless 
months, while in others, of course, the fall may be considerably more than 
the mean. This applies especially to the northern stations. 


1*0 til. 


*5iii. 


JAB. Mtr. Apt. Mat iune July Auir. Bept. Oct. Hot. B«o. 

Text fig. 2. 

Diagram comparing the mean monthly rainfalls at Florieton 
(River Murray Basin), Koonamore, and Curnamona. 

^ (H) Howchin, W,, '‘The Evolution of the Physiographical Features of South Australia,'’ 

Rept, Austr. Asa, Adv. Sci., xiv., p. 148, 1914. 
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Temperatures .—No detailed temperature data are available. ^ The aumtner 
shade mwma are known to be often over 100* F. A surprising feature is 
the amount of frost in winter, particularly in the wide, flat valleys of the 
peneplain. 

Other factors, such as wind and insolation, all increase the aridity of the 
environment. The relation of these to transpiration is described by Wood<“) 
'n an account of some experiments conducted at Dilkera. 

Edafbic Factors. 

In a region without an^ striking variation of physiographic features, and 
showing little abrupt discontinuity in its climatic factors, the edaphic factors are 
of great importance in determining differences in vegetation. Even these factors 
are remarkably uniform 'over great distances. I'he great depth of soil found on 
the plains of this region is a feature similar to that observed in many other 
arid regions. Wind sorting is one of the factors responsible for the production 
of different soil types. As a result of its action there are produced sand ridges 
alternating with rats of finer-grained soil. These occur on a huge scale towards 
Lake Frome, where the alternation of sand ridges colonised by Casuarina 
lepidophloia with saltbush covered flats gives a distinctive stamp to the landscape. 
This is popularly called “black oak ridge country.” On a smaller scale a similar 
result may be observed by lakes or swamps which frequently have a sand ridge 
in proximity to the bed of the lake. The relatively rapid change in soil type 
observable here is accompanied by an instructive change in vegetation (c.f. soil 
samples Nos. 13-15). 

In this paper a selection of 15 of our soil analyses is given. These samples 
are chosen either to show the change in edaphic conditions when jpassing from a 
halophytic community to saltbush, or to snow the essential similarity of soils 
over the whole sadtbush area. This last feature applies to the series 1-6. As 
No. 5 we have repeated for purposes of comparison our analysis of the soil 
supporting a saltbush community at Port Wakefield, which lies outside the area 
under immediate discussion. 

Methods .—^The soil samples were collected with the aid of a sampling tool. 
Except where otherwise stated, cylinders of soil were taken from the first 
9 inches of ground. The samples were placed in air-tight tins for conveyance 
to the laboratory, where the procedure was as outlined in our previous paper,<“> 

The hrst column of the accompan^ng table of soil analyses gives the per¬ 
centage of water present in the wet soil and is a measure of the water relation 
existing in the soil at the time of collecting. The columns for water in the 
dry soil and for saturation water run parallel to one another, e.g., the sandy 
soils 14 and 15 with low saturation water show low water* content in the air dry 
soil, saltbush soils have a saturation percentam of about 36 per cent., and the 
effect of clay in the lake soil No. 8 is reflected in the high saturation (413 per 
cent.) and the high water retaining capacity of air dried soil (88 per cent, of 
water). The saturation water wu detennined as described by us in our paper 
on the Port Wakefield soils,bttt in this case the tubes were allowed to stand 
in water until a constant increase was observed due to the abso^tion of water. 
This constant increase is, as a n!»tter of fatft, attained almost immediately the 
water reaches the top of the soil cofumn. 

The soluble sdts were determined, as in our previous work, by shaking 
25 grms. of soil with 250 c.c. of water at intervals over 24 hours at constant 

<«) Wood, J. G., Trans. Roy. Soe. S. Anstr., voL Xhrii., p. 259, 1923. 

<») Osborn, T, G, B., and Wood, J. Q, he. 1923. 

(M) OSborn, T. G. B., and Wood, J. G, he. 4t. 









temperature, filtering through a Chamberland-Pasteur candle and an aliquot 
portion examined for total salts and chlorides. The values obtained are con¬ 
sistently low except in soils from the salt lakes or their overflow. 

The loss on ignition is low and varies little, the highest value being in the 
salt lake. The figures in this column represent the loss obtained after igniting 
the soil at a red heat, moistening with saturated ammonium carbonate to convert 
lime into carbonate and gently igniting to expel excess of ammonium salts. It 
represents, therefore, humus plus combined water. 

The pH values were determined colorimetrically with Clark and Laub’s 
sulphonephthalein indicators. The values are constant for Atriplex communities, 
viz., 76 to 7’8. The eflFect of the abundance of soluble salts in the lakes is 
reflected in a higher value for the pH, 82 in each case, approximately that of 
sea water. The last column gives a description of the soils based on microscopic 
examination. 

Distribution of Chlorides. —It will be seen from soils Nos. 10-12 that the 
percentage of sodium chloride increases and that of total sails decreases with 
depth, also that chlorides form a small proportion of the total salts. In soil 
No. 7 from Nillinghoo Lake over one-half of the total salts are chlorides, even 
in the .surface layers. The cause of the difference in distribution is explicable 
when the physical nature of the soils is examined. Nos. 10-12 are very fine 
sands, No. 7 is a coarse sand. The .soluble sodium chloride, while more easily 
leached from the coarse sand than from the fine, is conversely able to rise in 
solution much more quickly in the coarse than in the fine. 'I'he less soluble 
the efflorescent calcium sulphate liecomes accumulated at the top and this is 
quickly diluted with sodium chloride in the Nillinghoo Lake .soil. 

Biotic. 

A detailed consideration of the biotic features will not be given in this paper. 
The indigenous mammalian fauna appears to have little effect on the plant life. 
The insect fauna, on the other hand, at times exercises great influence, e.g., in 
plagues of grasshoppers or caterpillars. Biotic factors of moment are the in¬ 
cursive white man with his domestic animals and vermin, especially rabbits. 
All these animals affect considerably the constitution or facies of a flora which 
in its undisturbed condition was in a state of very delicately balanced equilibrium 
owing to the severity of climatic factors. 

Vegetation. 

Over so large an afea many plant communities exist, though owing to the 
relatively even nature of the terrain, the similarity of the climatic and soil 
factors, the same community may extend for 100 square miles or more without 
notable change other than tnat occasioned by a local swamp. Such changes as 
do occur are often puzzling, emecially the presence or absence of such trees as 
mallee eucalypts, black oak (Casuarina lepidephloia), sandalwood (Myoporum 
platycarpum), or mulga (Acacia aneura), as an overgrowth of trees above the 
saltbush or in cases even replacing it. Into the inter-relationships of the com¬ 
munities recognizable in the field we do not propose to enter in this pappr; a 
tew of them only are described for purposes of comparsion with the halophytic 
vegetation of the flats. 

Saltbush —Atriplex ifeskarium community. 

This is a dwatf shruWand of half-woody bushes 40-60 cms. or more in 
height. The bushes grow close together but rarely touch, the area of bare ground 
between them depending on the vigour of the plants* the amount of rainfall 
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during the preceding seasons, and the heaviness of the stocking. Naturally, 
land that has been “spelled” for a season or two with no sheep upon it, and 
only browsed upon by occasional kangaroos, shows much denser growth of 
bushes than an area carrying sheep. 

The individual bushes grow erect and branch freely, the leaves are 2-5 cnis. 
long and about 1 cm. broad, somewhat succulent, with a scurfy covering of 
fleshy hairs. Associated with A, vesicarium may occur other half-shrubby 
species such as A. stipitatuw and A. paludosum. Annuals are many, but their 
abundance and type depend upon the season at which a heavy rain has occurred. 
Following summer rains grasses, especially Stipa spp., are most abundant. The 
plants most prominent in Spring are chiefly Compositac, r.ry., Hclichrysum 
polygalifoUnm, II, liyalospermum, etc., and Cruciferae, c.c/., Erysimum lasio- 
carpHin, PI. xxxv., fig. 1, shows a view of a typical Afriplex resicariiim com¬ 
munity. It will be seen that the plant covering is remarkably uniform, even to 
the horizon about two miles away. The soil of this area on Koonamore Station 
is analysed as sample 1. It will be seen^ from the table that the soil when 
collected was dry, but that the nioi.sture at saturation (38 5 per cent.) indicates 
a fair water-retaining capacity. The total salts were only 1 per cent, of the dry 
weight, of which only* 05 iK*r cent, was chlorides. Soil sample 2 is from a 
similar community, but collected four months previously at Dilkera, approxi¬ 
mately 120 miles to the south. The essential similarity between the two soils is 
apparent. 

Malice (Eucalyptus oleosa) with saltbu.sh. 

This community consists of a malice scrub uith an undergrowth composed 
largely of saltbushes. Various eucalypts are involved, but oleosa is most 
abundant. The plant is a typical mallee, growing from a large subterranean root- 
stock, with several equal trunks, especially in the young stages. Older plants 
are more tree-like with perhaps liut a single trunk arising from an enlarged 
subterranean base. The height varies from 15-30 feet or more, 'fhe leaves 
have the usual pendant habit of eucalypts and are clustered at the end of the 
branches, so that the characteristic canopy top is produced (pi. xxxv.. fig. 2). 


Other trees or tall shrubs associated with the malices are:— 


Exocarpus aphylla 
Pusanus acuminatus 
Acacia Oswaldii 
Tcmpletonia egena 


Hcicrodendrou olcacfoUnm 
Lycium ausiralc 
iiyoporum platycarpum 
Pholidia scoparia 


These are all subordinate to the mallee in this community, though locally 
some of them, e.g„ Templetouia or Pholidia, may become so abundant as to give 
a distinct facies to the area. The undergrowth is of A triplex vesicarium, with 
A, paludosmn or A, stipitatum or locally Kochia sedifolia. The bushes are 
generally smaller and more scattered than in the community previously described. 
They are, however, sufficiently numerous to give a definite character to the 
vegetation, >vhich thus differs from malice conmmnities, such as are developed 
further south and outside the area under investigation, by the presence of salt¬ 
bush and the more open growth of the mallee. 

Soils from this community are Nos. 3 and 4. Comparing No. 3 with No, 1 
(^pure Atriptex), collected on successive days about 50 miles apart, it will be seen 
that they are very similar, except that the mallee saltbush soil was drier, has a 
slightly lower percentage of water at saturation, and possesses nearly twice the 
aniount of soluble salts ( 18 per cent.). The percentage of chlorides in the two 
soils is identical Indeed, samples M, although taken at different times and 
over a wide range of country, agree remarkably. 
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For comparison with these we repeat as sample No. 5 the analysis of 
soil from the A. sHpitatum community at Port Wakefield. This, as was 
explained in our previous paper, is a degenerate saltbush community owing to 
human interference, but the relics of the vegetation suggest a community of 
the type described above. The analysis shows a soil of similar water-retaining 
capacity, but with more soluble salts, though appreciably less sodium chloride. 

Mdlee saltbush community is more prominent in the south of the area 
under discussion than in the north. From the rainfall diagram (text fig. 2) it is 
seen that the annual precipitation in the south (e.g., Florieton) is greater and 
also shows a more pronounced winter maximum than the northern stations. 

Kochia planifoKa community. 

Kochia planifolio —a bluebush—forms a very uniform community over 
the country around Curnamona. The terrain here is an even plain with no 
marked physical features. The dominant plant forms rounded shrubs, 5-1 meter 
in diameter. The bushes branch freely and bear numerous sub-cylindrical leaves, 
slightly flattened above and somewhat constricted at the base. The leaves are 
1-2 cms. in length, covered by a dense tomentum of hairs. The bushes are 
scattered with 3 or 4 feet of bare ground between neighbouring plants (pi 
XXXV., fig. 3). 

Scattered, tall shrubs occur over the Kochia planifolia community. These 
are Cassia Sturtii, Eremophila Sturtii (tumntine bush), and E, glabra (tar 
bush). The individual bushes are about 2 m. in height and often occur in 
small thickets. Trees, chiefly mul^ (Acacia aneura), occur rarely, being 
limited to local ipoves where the soil is more sandy. 

Kochia plomfolia usually forms a remarkably pure community. In places, 
.iowever, there is associated with it K. Ceorgii, K. pyramidata, or even 
A triplex vesicarium. 

Soil from the K. planifolia community is analysed as sample 6. In appear¬ 
ance it is a reddish loam, distinctly more compact than that on which most of 
the Atriplex vesicarium communities occur. Analysis shows that the soil has 
a lower water-retaining capacity at saturation and is poorer in soluble salts 
(08 per cent., of which only 02 per cent, is sodium cnloride) than the soils 
previously described. We are of (pinion that K. planifolia forms a community 
of a more xerophytk type than Atriplex vesicarium. 

Kochia seiifolia community. 

Kochia sedifoiia, the most widespread bluebush in South Australia, occurs 
as a pure community in parts of the area, being associated with soils on travertine 
limestone. In the Murray Basin this commumty is often extensively developed, 
though the local abunduice of the plant may be in some degree secondary, owing 
to selective graziiw, K. sedifoiia bein^ less acceptable to stock than Atriplex 
spp. At Dilkera, K, sedifoiia grows with Atriplex vesicarium and A. sHpitatum 
under an overgrowth of mallee and Myoporum platycarpum. Near Morgan, on 
the Murray, there are exttashre areas of K sedifoiia and M. platycarpum form¬ 
ing an obvious dMenerate community owing to grazing. 

Adamson and Osborn have desmbed' an extensive K. sedifoiia community 
on the ^ullabor Plain at Ooldea. They are of opinion that it is of a more 
xerophytic type dian the Atriplex veskarium community. With this deductidn 
our results obtained in the present investigation are in agreement. 

Arthrocnemum haloinemoides, var. perpranulaiumi cmnmunity. 

This community is dev^med on gypantn salt swamps^ In general appear¬ 
ance the variety is similar to the typical form of tiie ^ecies found on the smine 
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areas at Port Wakefield. Soil from a typical A. htUocnemoides, var. pergranu- 
latum community is analysed as sample 8. The total salts is high (497 per 
cent.), though sodium chloride is only 68 Mr cent. At Port Wakefield 
A. hdocnemoides, var, pergranulatum, was found growing above the zone 
occupied by the typical A. halocnemoides as a few isolated bushes in the Atriplex 
paluAosum consocies. The variety, therefore, does not seem to be able to tolerate 
an excess of sodium chloride. PI. xxxvi., fig. 1. shows this community at 
Koonamore. The plants form thickets in which Arthrocnemum Iciosfachyunt, 
a stouter growing species, is also present, but in small quantity. The gypsum- 
saturated ground between the bushes is bare, only a few annuals being present, 
including Babbagia acroptera, Atriplex spongiosum, Mesembryanthemum australe, 
and Capsello elliptica. 

The boundaries of such swamps are ill-defined, l)ecausc in time of excep¬ 
tional flood, the waters may transgress their proper limits, submerging the sur¬ 
rounding country for miles. These transition zones are occupied by Arthrocnemum 
halocnemoides, var. pergranulatum, Frankenia serpylltfoha, Babbagia acroptera, 
Heliotropum curassavicum, Atriplex limbatum, with which such annual species 
as Atriplex spongiosum, A. hedimoides, Bassia patenticuspis, B. obliquicuspis, etc., 
compete (pi. xxxvi., fig. 2). The species of Atriplex, especially A. spongiosum, 
are pioneer plants in many situations. The .same may be said of the Bassias, 
which are a prominent feature in early phases of succession in the area.‘’*> The 
soil analyses of this flooded area, samples 10-12, show that it is quite possible 
for the shallower rooting annuals to be relatively non-halophytic compared with 
deeper rooted perennial species growing alongside them. The salt content in the 
first 2 inches of soil is 85 per cent, total salts, sodium chloride 06 per cent., 
while at a depth of 6-12 inches, the total salts are 46 per cent, of which 22 per 
cent, is sodium chloride. Samples 13-15 were taken above and below an ecotone 
line dividing the flora of a flood plain of the type described above from that 
of a sandy, limestone rise. The total salt content falls from 34 per cent, to 
06 per cent. The water at saturation shows that the water-retaining capacity of 
the soil also decreases markedly. The change in the vegetation at such a junc¬ 
tion is abrupt. The Arthrocnemum disappears first, then the annual saltbushes, 
Atriplex limbatum persisting higher up the rise. On the sandy rise itself occur 
Acacia Oswaldii, Myoporum platycarpum, Rhagodia spinescens, Atriplex vest' 
carium, and annuals, c.g., Tetragonia expansa, Zygophyllum ammophiltim, etc. 

Pachycomia tenuis community. 

This plant forms a monospecific community on the floor of a large lake at 
Nillinghoo, near Koonamore (pi. xxxvi., fig. 3). The plants are dwarf, semi- 
prostrate, succulent, and herbaceous. Gypsum can be seen as a white efflorescence 
on the bed of the lake between the plants. The soil, sample 7, contains 660 per 
cent, of soluble salts, sodium chlonde being 3 52 per cent. At the margins of 
the lake, Arthrocnemum halocnemoides, var. pergranulatum, appears, and finally 
replaces the Pachycomia, which is the more salt-tolerant species. 

Discussion and Conclusion. 

In this paper we have given an account of the Chenopodiaceous plant com- 
mumties occurring in the plains and peneplains of the arid North-east of South 
Attsttalia. We have omitted reference to the vegetation of steep hill slopes, 
becauie the communities develop^ in such situations do dot bear immediately 
upon the question under discussion. The Chenopodiaceae is relatively unim- 
portaiit in such communities, species of Acacia, EremophUa, Zygophyllum, etc.. 


(»>C./. ColthM, he. eit., p. 2S3. 
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being dominant. These hill slmw communities are of essentially similar type to 
those described by Cannon at Copley and Collins at Broken Hill. 

The vegetation of the plains and peneplains is composed of a number of 
communities in which one species or another of Atriplex or Kochia is very 
prominent, usually being dominant, or less frequently co-dominant, or even 
subordinate to mallee eucalypts. The conditions under which these communities 
grow are remarkably uniform, considering the area over which they are dis¬ 
tributed. There is a gradual but progressive aridity as one proceeds north. 
Concurrently with the decrease in rainfall is its greater unreliability and also the 
dimini.shing importance of the winter rains (text fig. 2). Under such conditions the 
mallee eucalypts become less important, and finally, towards the north of the 
district, disappear entirely. At Koonamore they are limited to selected areas, 
the conditions obtaining there being apparently those of the ecological limit in 
the distribution of mallee. This appears also to be the case at Ikuken Hill. 

The Chenopodiaceae, on the other hand, become increasingly important as 
one proceeds north. Of the many communities developed that are dominated 
by Chenopodiaceous plants we have referred here only to the more prominent. 
We intend at a later date to describe these in |[reater detail, together with some 
others, and to discuss the trend of succession in the district. The communities 
developed have, on the whole, a stamp of distinct uniformity, whether they 
have Atriplex vesicarium or other species (e.ff., A. paludosum or A. stipitatim), 
Kochia planifolia, or even K. sedifolia, as dominants. 

Analyses show that the soils are of much the same type (samples Nos. 1-6). 
They are low in salts, whether total salts or chlorides. There is also, so far as 
we have determined, little variation in the water-retaining caiiacity. Brigg'i and 
Schantz<’®’ have shown that the amount of water a given soil is capable of hold¬ 
ing varies from 232 per .cent, in coarse .sand to 695 per cent, of tne dry weight 
of the soil in the case of clay loam. The range of saltbush-bluebush soils show 
an average water-retaining capacity at saturation of 36 per cent., which 
approximates to that of fine sand. Atriplex limbatum is able to grow in soil 
with only 25-29 per cent, of water at saturation. This is near the limit of the 
range shown by Briggs and Schantz, and suggests that A. limbatum is able to 
grow with a lower water supply than A, vesicanum or the other perennial species. 
A. limbatum, which is a shallow rooting species, was the only perennial saltbush 
growing on the flat (samples Nos. 10-12) fl^ded by water overflowing from 
the Gypsum salt lake near Koonamore. 'I'his area was sufficiently saline to 
determine a halophytic flora, the total salts ranging from 85 per cent, in the 
surface soil to 46 per cent, at a depth of 6-12 inches. The sodium chloride, 
which in the surface .soil is only 06 per cent., reaches 22 per cent, at the greater 
depth. The boundaries of these flooded areas are difficult to define, and along 
their edges a mingling of communities takes place, Thus Atriplex vesicarium 
(? var.) was found growing near to a typical Arthrocnemum halocnemoidcs, var. 
pergranulatum, community in soil with 1’30 per cent, total salts, of which, how¬ 
ever, only 05 per cent, was sodium chloride (sample No. 9). A point which 
requires further investigation is the calcium-sOdium ratio. Excess of calcium 
ions do not appear to exert so marked a toxic eflfect as sodium ions, Warming 
has shown that the extent to which a soil dries out influences its haloph}rtic 
nature. “When the soil dries readily a small amount (perhaps 1 per cent.) of 
salt may ei^l all plants sdve halophytes, whweas if the soil does not dry readily 
perhaps 25 per cent, of salt is required to act in the same manner.' In the 
flooded areas (samples Nos, 10-12) only '68 per cent, total salts in the first 

( 16 ) Briggs and Schantz., H. L., Bbtali. Oazettc, liii„ p. SI, 1912. 

(W) Warming, E„ tec. eit., p. 218. 
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12 inches of soil was sufficient to determine a distinctly halophytic flora. Of 
this 68 per cent., however, 13 per cent, was sodium chloride. In such a con¬ 
centration of sodium ions the halophytic nature of the flora is more pronounced 
than in a soil with 1 30 per cent, of total soluble salts of which only 05 per cent, 
is sodium chloride (sample No. 9). Under such conditions Atriplex vtsicarium 
( ? var.) is able to persist on a flooded flat. 

The soils of two distinctly halophytic communities have been analysed, 
samples Nos. 7 and 8. On neither of these were perennial C'henopodiaccac other 
than members of the Salicornieae growing. Nillinghoo Lake (No. 7), with 
C)(tO per cent, total salts and 3 52 per cent, sodium chloride had a pure com¬ 
munity of Pachycornia tenuis, Koonamore Gypsum Salt Lake (No. 8) had a 
total salinity of 4 97 per cent., but with 68 per cent, only of sodium chloride. 
This area had dense thickets of Arthrocnemum spp. 'fhe bare grouml between 
the bushes had such annual Chenopodiaceous plants as Bahbagia acroptcra and 
Atriplex spongiosum. These species, especially the latter, have a wide dis¬ 
tribution and occur in several communities. They are not consistently halo¬ 
phytic, but are elements in the pioneer floras of several habitats in the district. 

In conclusion, wc have attempted to show that large portions of the interior 
of Australia are occupied by a distinctive type of arid flora. Other arid areas 
have, as is W'ell known, developed their characteristic floras of xerophytes; 
the Karroo flora, in which the Crassulaceae are exceedingly prominent, is one 
very familiar example. In Australia the Crassulaceae is a family of minor 
importance, but the Chenopodiaceae is represented by numerous pronouncedly 
xerophytic species. 

While the member.s of many arid floras have developed succulence as a 
characteristic structural feature, tending to the conservation of a considerable 
water balance in the plant, the Australian Chcnopodiaceae are not specialized in 
this particular direction. On the other hand, they have attained a remarkable 
degree of xerophytism, by reducing their trun.spiration ratio to a minimum. 

A feature of the climate in arid Australia is the quantity of “ineffective rain¬ 
fall.It seems probable to us that the leaf mechanism of the C'henopodiaccae 
with the large water vesicles of Atriplex, or the peculiar hairs of Koebia, may 
be connected with the utilization of this rainfall, which is ineffective so far as 
the roots of perennials are concerned. We shall publish observation.s on this 
question shortly. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XXXV. and XXXVI. 

Plate XXXV. 

Fig. I, Atriplex vcsicarium community at Koonamore (Alderman's). 

Fig, 2, Mixed community of Malice eiicalypts (E. oleosa) with Atriplex spp. and 
Kochia stdifoHa about equally abundant in the ground flora. Dilkera. 

Fig. 3. Kochia platnfolia community on plains near Curnamona. Bushes of Ercmophila 
glabra forming scattered thickets on the horizon. 

Plate XXXVI. 

- . L ArthrocnemutH halocnemoidcs^ var. pergranulatum, cornmunity on gypsum salt 

lake near Koonamore Head Station. In the foreground arc scattered annuals, e.g,, Bahbagia 
acroptera, Atriplex spongiosum, etc. 

Fig. 2. Mixed community with Arthrocnemum halocnemoidcs, var. pergranulatunu and 
Atriplex kaUmoides, A, spongiosumj and A. Hmbatum on flat flooded by overflow from gy^um 
salt lake near Koonamore Head Station, seen in flg. 1. 

Fig. 3. Pachycortika tenuis community cm the bed of salt lake at Nillinghoo Lake, Koona- 
more* xne white efflorescence of gypsum can be seen between the dwarf twKes. 


(18) Wood, ioc. ciU, 1923. 

0^) Gitmon, W. A., lac. At,, p. 47, 1921. 
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REPORT ON WORK CARRIED OUT UNDER RESEARCH GRANT PROM 

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA ON THE AZINE AND 

AZONIUM PRECIPITATES OP THE PROTEOLYTIC ENZYME TRYPSIN. 

By Hadley Ralph Masston. 

'Ilie chemical similarity and resemblance of the physical reactions of the 
protein bodies has led to the postulation of the chemical honn^eneity of the 
protein group. The distinct s^ihcity of the proteins from different sources, 
as shown by their biochemical activities, is remarkable in so much as the exi.st- 
ence of a demonstrably distinct protein from each species of animal or plant must 
play an important role in the establishment of the morphological differences and 
uniqueness of physiological reactions which become manifest in the course of 
evolution of new species. The close resemblance, though non-identity, of the 
proteins from closely related species lends support to this hy^>othesi.s.^*> In the 
development of the organism, the building up of the protein from its amino 
acid integrals depends upon the catalytic effect exerted by the proteolytic 
enzymes. These possibly exert their synthetic activity in a water poor system 
existing at the surface of inert colloids within the cell. 

The remarkable specificity of the hydrolytic activity which the proteolytic 
enzymes from different sources exert towards the various artificially prepared 
poly-p^tids suggests the inference that a similar specificity would be exerted 
in their synthetic activity. In other words, the sp^ificity of the protein is 
established by the catalyst through whose agency it was synthetised, that is, by 
the proteolytic enzyme. 

In the complex Metazoa, the specificity of the proteolytic enzymes from 
different tissues may be demonstrated by means of their selective a 9 tivity 
towards synthetic substrates. 

The agency which brings about the differentiation of the tissue brings 
about a simultaneous change in the proteolytic enzymes in that tissue. These 
facts point to the possibility that the modification of the enzyme is determined by 
physico-chemical conditions existing in the chromosomes, and so is closely allied 
to the primary factor of tissue differentiation. 

With the elucidation of the structural configuration of the proteolytic 
enzyme and its physico-chemical relationship with its substrate, the biologist 
will accot^lish a very decided step towards clarifying his conceptions of living 
matter. Tne failure of the chemist to purify and identify the enzymes is due 
to the fact of their extreme sensitivity to cluuiges in the physical environment 

Some years ago, T. Brailsford Robertson poi|ded out the occurrence of a 
precipitate when a solution containing the proteol}^ic enzyme trypsin whs added 
to a solution of saffranine. This (^iservation was confirmed by Holzberg<*> 

who demonstrated the proteol)rtic activity of the precipitate so produced. The 
work, of which this is an account, wa« undertaken to studjr the nature of the 
groupings wdiich were responsible for the prediction of this precipitate, 

(» Nuttall, G. F. H., "Blood Inuldaiiity and Kelatiomhi|h" Caai|>, Ueivenitr Preu, 1904. 

Adberfaklden, E., and CoUatxwatprs, 2Mt, fur PtwsioL Chem. Numeroitt papers 
appearing in this joun«l t>«tween 1904 and 1914. 

(*) AbderhaUen, E., Zeit. fur Physiol. Chon. 

(«> Robertson, T. Braibford, Jour. Biol. Chem, wt* 2, iv., p, 4H2. 

(*> Moicberg, H„ Jour. BioL Chem., vol. «iv., £^14, p. JM. 
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Preparation of the Saffranine Precipitate from Crude Trypsin. 

Fifty grains of dried pancreas tissue was extracted with 500 cc. of water, 
the reaction behig adjusted to pH 7 8. The insoluble portion was then separated 
by filtration. To the amber-coloured filtrate 500 cc. of 5 per cent, sanranine 
was added, and the resulting precipitate allowed to flocculate for half an hour. 
It was then separated by centnfugalization and the sedimented precipitate 
washed twice with 5 per cent, saffranine. The ^excess of saffranine was then 
removed by washing five times with dry acetone. The precipitate was then 
dried over sulphuric acid at 40 deg. Cent. 

The precipitate produced in this manner is a reddish-violet finely-grained 
powder. It emulsifies in water and goes partially into solution on adjusting 
the reaction to neutrality. The solution is reddish-violet in colour and is 
remarkably active in hydrolising protein substrates. 

The yield of precipitate w^as about 2 per cent, of the original pancreas 
tissue employed. 

The precipitate is hydrolysed by dilute acids. Hydrochloric acid, in half 
normal concentration, will decompose the precipitate and liberate the saffranine 
as the dye hydrochloride, which may be extracted by butyl alcohol. 

On the examination of the precipitating base, saffranine, it will be observed 
that there are two possibilities for the union of acidic groups. Saffrine has the 
constitution diamino-phenyl-toluazonium chloride. 



It has two amino group^ free to exert their activity towards electro-positive 
substances. The heterocychc azine nucleus is also a decidedly reactive group. 
So there exist two possible points of union for a substance that is predominantly 
electo-positive. That trypsin is acidic in nature was shown by Bayliss,^®^ who 
demonstrated the migration of tryp.sin to the anode when subjected to the 
influence of an electric current. 

With a view to ascertaining the nature of the linkage between the enzyme 
and the saflFranine molecule the activity towards trypsin of a series of similar 
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bases was determined. For example, phenosaffrantne (diamido-phenyb 
phenazonium chloride) was synthesised and found to exert a similar influence 
upon trypsin, precipitating it wholly from solution under favourable conditions 
of hydrogen ion concentration. 

Dimethyl-diamino-phemyl-phenazonium chloride, synthesised by the mild 
oxidation of dimethyl-p-phenylene diamine and aniline; amido-dianilido- 



phenyl-phcnazoniuni chloride prepared from amidoazobenzcnc and aniline 
hydrochloride, also precipitated the trypsin from its aqueous solution. 

Simpler azine bases, the eurodines, also cause this precipitation. Thus 
dimethyl-diamido-phenazinc hydrochloride (1), and dimethyl-amido-toluazine 
hydrochloride (2), were similarly active. AH the water-soluble bases 
which contained the heterocyclic azine nucleus were able to remove the trypsin 



( 1 ) ( 2 ) 
from solution. The reduced to leuko compound produced by reduction of the 
azonium base is incapable of this activity. In this compound the latent valencies 
of the nitrogen atoms of the heterocyclic azine ring have become saturated with 
hydrogen. Thus:— 


N 



Dye chloride (red). Leuko base (colourless). 


This addition of hydrogen destroys its basic properties. The reduction is 
accompanied fav a colour c^mge from red to colourless. The substance on re- 
OikiditiDn regains its red colour, ^nd at tjbe same time its precipitating power. 
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The results of the preceding experiments are expressed in the following 
table;— 


Azine Base. 

Dimethyl-diamino-tolu-phenazine hydrochloride 
Dimethyl-diamido-phenazine hydrochloride 
Saffranine, diamido-phenvi-loluazonium chloride 
Dimethyl-diamino-phcnyl-phenazonium chloride 
J^euko safTranine 


Precipitates Proteolytic activity 
Trypsin. of precipitate. 

Yes Pos. 

Yes Pos. 

Yes Pos. 

Yes Pos. 

No Neg. 


Discussion. 

The precipitation of the proteolytic enzyme trypsin completely from solu¬ 
tion by the aztne bases suggests that a compound of the enzyme and the base 
is formed. Jn the case of the azoniuni base, saffranine, the linkage would be 
represented thu.s.‘— 



The enzyme compound would alter the constittttion of the latter compound 
from the ortho- to the para-quinoid structure. I his would institute a tautomeric 
change and would be accompanied by a change in colour. The compound pro¬ 
duced from saffranine (which is it.self red in colour) is reddish-violet when 
redissolvcd. This is pos.sibly due to the occurrence of such a tautomeric change. 
The analogous non-acid salt of saffranine, violet in colour, occurs in solutions 
of moderately high hydrogen-ion concentration. 


Conclusions. 

It has been shown that the proteolytic enzyme trypsin is precipitated whollj 
from solution by the azine bases. 

The nature of the groupings involved has been studied. It has been 
demonstrated that the heterocyclic azine ring is functional in this precipitation. 
The work is being extended. 

I wish to acknowledge the kindly interest and helpful suggestions of 
Professor T. B. Robertson, and also the kindness of Professor H. M. Evans, 
of the University of California, in supplying two of the azonium bases employed 
in these experiments. 


Darling Laboratories, University of Adelaide, 
May 10. 1923. 
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ABSTRACT OP PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
(Incorporated) 

FOR THE Year November 1, 1922, to October 31, 1923. 


Ordihary Meeting, November 9, 1922. 

The President (R. H. PuIIeine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Nominations.— M. Sprod, M.B., B.S., and R. G. Thomas as Fellows. 

Papers. —“Description of New Australian Lepidoptera,” by Oswau) B. 
Lower, F.E.S., F.L.S.; “Australian Staphylinidae (Coleoptera),” by Arthus 
M. Lea, F.E.S.; “Australian Fungi; Notes and Descriptions, No. 4,” by J. 
BintTON Cleland, M.D., and Edwin Cueel. 

Exhibits. —Professor Walter Howchin, F.G.S., on behalf of Rev. J. C. 
Jennison, exhibited samples of Asphaltum Glance, discoi^ered in situ at Point 
Bristow, Elcho Island, on the northern coast of Australia. Rev. J. C. Jenni.son 
wrote: “I found quantities of it in situ in the sandstone strata of Point Bristow. 
There are mudstone strata above the sandstone, then 60 or 70 feet overburden 
of clay with ironstone capping.” Professor T, G. B. Osborn, D.Sc., showed a 
specimen of Viscum ariiculatum, Burm., growing on Acacia linophylla colleeted 
at Ooldea in August this year. This is the second time that the plant has Iwen 
collected in South Australia. It is represented at present in the University 
Herbarium by a single specimen taken near Cooper’s Creek more than twenty- 
five years ago. Mr. J. F. Bailey exhibited a lar^ green frog from ^eenslana 
Dr. R. H. PuLLEiNE exhibited a large number of aborudnal flint implements 
obtained from the north-west coast of Tasmania between Rocky Cape and Bluff 
Point. The mineral represented was Lydite or Lydian Stone. 

Ordinary Meeting, April 12, 1923. 

The President (R. H. PuIIeine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Nominations. —^James C. Marshall, Florence M. Hill, D.Sc., H. R. 
Marsttm, C. J. R. Glover, W. A. Ms^arey, LL.B,, and J. G. Wood, B.Sc., 
as Fellows. 

Elections. —M. SpiOd, M.B., B.S., and R. G. Thomas as Fellows. 

Scientific Handbooks.— ^TThe Prbsidbnt brought before the notice of the 
meeting the Scientific Handbodcs for South Austmia which were being pre¬ 
pared V members of the Britiirii Science Guild (South Australian Brandi), 
assisted by the Government, the second volume of which, by^ Professor r. 
Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc., on the “Mammais of South Australia,” was now 
published. 

Sir Joseph C. Verco wrote lesiming his seat on thq Council on account of 
his absence in Etmland for an indefinite period. Resolved—'“That the resignation 
be not accepted, out that leave of absimce for six months be granted.” 

^ Notices of the fallowing International Conoebbsbs were received :>-Pan- 
Pacific Science Congress, ht 1923, August September, in Melbourne and 
Sydney; and Geogn^kial and BthtKfioiMi Oangress, in 1^5, in Cairo. 

Professor .F, Wood Jones. D.Sg., etc., fave a progress rqmrt of the work 
done by the Barrier Beef Cotmeil, on whk$ he represented ^ 
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Papers. —“Flora and Fauna of Nu)rts Archipelago and the Investigator 
Group; No. 5, The Lizards,’* by Joan Proctor; “No. 6 , The Didelphian 
Mammals,” by Professor F. Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc.; “No. 7, The Fishes,” by 
Edgar R, Waite, F.L.S. ; “No. 8, The Ecology of Pearson Islands," by 
Professor T. G. B. Osborn, D.Sc., with an Appendix on the Soils, by J. G. 
Wood, B.Sc. 

Exhibits. —Mr. E. R. Waite showed a specimen of coral from Pearson 
Island obtained quite 20 feet above high water.‘Also stones from stomachs of 
seals on Pearson Island, some still surrounded by penguin feathers. Dr. R. 
H. PuLLEiNE exhibited a cylindrical aboriginal stone from near Broken Hill, 
30 inches long, and believed to be the longest ever discovered. Another from 
the same locality was about 10 inches long. Mr. A. M. Lea showed gall insects 
received from Mrs. Klem, of Corny Point, which cause portions of the twigs 
of swamp ti-trees to divide into very close leaf-like layers. 

Ordinary Meeting, May 10, 1923. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Nomination. —^Roy S. Burden, B.Sc., was nominated as Fellow. 

Elections. —^J. G. Wood, B.Sc., Florence M. Hill, D.Sc., W. A. Magarey, 
LL.B., James C. Marshall, and C, J. R. Glover as Fellows. 

Sir Douglas Mawson, D.Sc., F.R.S., received the hearty congratulations 
of the Society ^on his election as a Fellow of the Royal Society. 

Papers. —“The Structure and Action of Striated Muscle Fibre.” and 
“On the Path and Velocity of the Excitatory Impulse within Striated 
Muscle Fibres,” by O. W. Tiegs, D.Sc.; “Australian Lepidopleuridae, 
Order Polyplacophora,” by Edwin Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U.; “Flora and 
Fauna of Ni^ts Archipelago: No. 9, The Birds of Pearson Islands,”by Professor 
J, Burton Clbland, M,D. ; “The External Characters of Pouch Embryos of 
Marsupials: No. 5, Phascohrctus cinereus," by Professor F. Wood Jones, 
D.Sc., F.Z.S., etc. 

Exhibits. —Mr. Edwin Ashby showed some paintings by his daughter of 
Australian native flowers. Mr. A. M. Lea showed a drawer of beautiful 
timber-boring moths, mostly from Queensland; also a curious centipede-like 
creature known as Peripatus. Professor J. B. Clfland showed a number of 
birds in illustration of his paper on “The Birds of Pearson Island.” 

Ordinary Meeting, June 14, 1923. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Election.— Roy S. Burdon, B.Sc., as Fellow. 

Nominations. —R. M. McBride, J.P., John Conrick, and Lester Judell, B.Sc., 
as Fellows. 

Papers. —“A Review of Ischnochiton (Haploplax) smoragdinus, Angas, 
1667, and its Gingeners, together with the Desertion of Two New- Chitons 
from Papua,” by Edwin Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U.; “A Bacterial Disease 
P^tructive to Fish in Queensland Rivers,” and “A Bacteriosis of Prickly Pear 
Plants (Opuntia spp.),”by Professor T. Harvey Johnston, M.A., D.Sc., and 
Leith Hitchcock ; “Flora and Fauna of Nuyts Archipelago: No. 10, The Francis 
Island Snake,” by Edgar R. Waite, F.L.S. 

ExHiBiTSc^Mr. A. M. Lea exhibited a drawer containing powerful beetles, 
iiidnding some takep from animal droppings in Africa, Certain of the males 
had remarkable horns on the head and thorax, used in fighting for possession 
of the females. The Rev. J. C. Jennison showed mosquito nets obtained by 
hitnadf from the Crocodile Islands, Northern Territory. They are conical in 
shape, made from the leaves of the pandanus palm, and used chiefly for children, 
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fully protecting them from mosquitos. The men also use them by placing them 
over their heads while they sleep in a trough made in the sand. Mr. Edwin 
Ashby showed a large series of chitons in illustration of his paper. 

Ordinary Meeting, July 12, 1923. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Elections. —R. M. McBride, J.P., John Conrick, and I.cster M. W. 
Judell, B.Sc., as Fellows. 

Nomination. —Norman B. Tindale as Fellow. 

Papers. —“New Australian Micro-Lepidoptera,” by A. Jefferi.s Turner, 
M.D., F.E.S.; “External Characters of Pouch Embryos of Marsupials: No. 6, 
Dasyccrcus cristicauda,” by Professor P', Wood Jones, D.Sc., F.Z.S. 

Exhibits. —Mr. A. M. Lea exhibited a magnificent leaf-mimicking moth of 
the genus Phyllodes from the New Hebrides, sent by the Rev. A. Thco. Waters; 
also a small collection of beetles taken by Professor F. Wood Jones at McDouall’s 
Peak, in the interior of South Australia, the more interesting species belong 
to the genera Clhina, Scymbalium, Macrom aloe era, Ptcrohelaeus, and 
Sirongylium. Mr. Edwin Ashby exhibited a sficcimen and painting of the 
Ploughshare-leaved Wattle (Acacia vomeriformis) collected at Mylor; also 
six genera, including seven species, of land snails collected by him at Innsbruck, 
Tyrol; also American Humming Birds. Dr. Pulleine exhibited a large per¬ 
forated shell plaque of unknown age, made from the shell of Tridaena sp., from 
Vella la Vella, Solomon Islands, being the largest specimen ever recorded. 

Ordinary Meeting, August 9, 1923. 

The President (R, H, Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

The President referred to the death of the late Thomas Gill, C.M.G.. 
I.S.O., Honorary Fellow of this Society and Honorary Secretary of the South 
Australian Branch of the Royal Geographical Society of Australia. It was 
resolved that a letter of condolence lie sent to his family; also that a letter of 
thanks be sent to the Royal Geographical Society, Ixmdon. which had sent us 
an almost complete set of their publications, dating back to 1831. 

Election. —Norman B. Tindale was elected a Fellow. 

Nominations. —^Archibald Strong, M.A., D.Litt., and J. F. Thomas were 
nominated as Fellows. 

Papers, —“Composition of the Waters of the Great Australian Artesian 
Basin in ^uth Australia, and its Significance,” by R. L. Jack, B.E. ; “Notes 
on a Collection of Poljrplacophora from Carnarvon, Western Australia, with 
Definitions of a New Genus and Two New Species.” and “Review of the Aus¬ 
tralian Representatives of the Genus Cryptoplax,’* by Edwin Ashby, F.L.S.. 
M.B.O.U.; “Survey of the Australian Sheep Mag^t-fly Problem,” by Professor 
T. Harvey Johnston, M.A., D.Sc.; “External Characters of Pouch Embryos 
of Marsupials: No. 7, Myrmecobius famatus," by Professor F. Wood Jones. 
D.Sc.; “Australian Coleoptera, Part IV.,” by Albert H. Elston, F.E.S. 

Exhibits. —Mr. A, M. Lea showed a drawer of small cockchafer beetles, 
some of which are very destructive to the roots of grass. One species of 
Maechidius probably lives in the nests of ants, and has its appendages curiously 
modified. Professor F. Wood Jones exhibited bones from Rocky River Station, 
Kangaroo Island, comprising DiprotodaH australis, D. minor, Sthmurus areas, 
and 5*. atlas. These were first foimd twenty years ago but' not recorded. 
Recently, considerable quantities have been found, and it is hoped that detailed 
search will be made for more conqilete remains. Dr. R. H. Pulleine exhibited 
cylindro-conical aboriginal stones from the Darling and Albemarle, near Menindie. 

A Spboal MBEtiNO was called for Aogiint 30, and adjourned to 
tember 6 and September 13, to consider tiie recottonendation of the Coundl to 
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amend the Rules and By-laws. The President (R. H. Pullcine, M.B.) in the 
chair. After discussion, the recommendations of the Council were approved. 

Ordinary Meeting, September 13, 1923. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Elections.*-^. F. Thomas and II. K. Fry, D.S.C)., M.D., B.S., B.Sc., 
were elected as Fellows. ' 

Donation was received from Mr. J. Greenlees of an album of 100 photo¬ 
graphs of glacial phenomena in South Australia taken by himself and other 
gentlemen, for which he was heartily thanked. 

Papers. —“On the Zonation of the X'egetation in Port Wakefield District, 
with special reference to the Salinity of the Soil,’' by Profcs.sor T. (i. H. Osborn, 
D.Sc., and J. G. Wood, B.Sc.; “Transpiration in the Field of some Plants from 
the arid portions of South Australia, with Notes on their Physiological 
Anatomy,” by J. G. Wood, B.Sc.; “The (iem Sands of Encounter l>ay,” by 
R. G. Thomas; “A Geological Sketch-Seel ion of the Sca-cliflFs on the Eastern 
side of Gulf St. Vincent, from Brighton to Sellick’s Hill, with Descriptions/' 
by Professor Walter Howciun, F.G.S. 

Exhibits. —Mr. A. M. I^ka exhibited a collection of insects lately made 
by Professor F. Wood Jones at Stuart Range, including some wingless grass¬ 
hoppers and others greatly resembling the stones amongst which they are found; 
a cockchafer beetle previously known only from Western Australia, and a fly 
that lives amongst the feathers of birds. Mr. N. B. Tindalf. showed a small 
collection of butterflies made in the Innisterre Mountains and at Finschhaven, 
New Guinea, by Mr. S. Lehner, including the rare males of Troidcs yoliath and 
T. paradisca, known as “Butterflies of Paradise” from their extreme size and 
beauty. Mr. E. R. Waite exhibited some specimens recently received at the 
Museum, including articles from Thibet presented by Mrs. T. K. Hamilton. 
Human skulls are largely used by the Thibetans in ceremonial observances. A 
tambourine shown was composed of two skull caps fastened together at their 
vertices, the open ends being covered witli membrane. Two trumpets made 
of human thigh bones were shown, those of criminals or of men who have 
died a violent death being preferred. 'Hiey had each two expiratory orifices 
styled “the nostrils of the horse,” a mythical animal believed to carry the 
faithful to Paradise. The sound of the trumpet reminds the people of the 
neighing of the horse. 

Annual Meeting, October 11, 1923. 

The President (K. H. PuUeme. M.B.) in the chair. 

Election. —Professor A. Strong, M.A., D.Litt., was elected a I'ellow. 

The Annual Report and Financial Statement were read and adopted. 

Parers laid on the Table. —“Additions to the Flora of South Australia: 
No. 21.'' by J. M. Black; “Geological l^eatures of the neighbourhood of 
Blackfellow^s Creek. Mount Lofty Ranges,” by Sir Douglas Mawson, D.Sc., 
B.E., F.R.S.; “Notes on Igneous Rocks of the Mount Painter Belt, 
binders Range.” by Sir Douglas Mawson; “Flora and Fauna of Nuyts 
Archipelago and the Investigator Group: No. 11, The Coleoptera of Pearson 
Island,” by A, M. Lea, F.E.S. ; “No. 12. The Stomach Contents of Pearson 
Island Birds,” by A. M. Lea; “No. 13. The Orthoptera,” by N, B. Tindale; 
“No, 14, The Basic^iomycetous Fund of Pearson Island,” by Professor J. B, 
ClklaNP, M.D.; “Australian Rhopalocera,” by N, B. Tindale; “Distribution 
of Australian Orchids,” and “Contributions to the Orchidaceous Flora of Aus¬ 
tralia/' by R, S. Rogehs, M.A., M.D.; “On i^me Halophytic and Non-Halophylic 
Plant Communities in Arid South Australia,” by Professor T. G. B. Osborn, 
D,Sc., and J* G, Wood, B,Sc, 
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Ejection of Officeks. —The foQowing ofikers were elected for 1923-24:— 
President, R. H. Pulleine, M.B.; Vice-Presidents, R. S. Rogers, M.A., M.D., 
and Sir Douglas Mawson, D.Sc., B.E., F.R.S.,; Hon, Treasurer, B. S. Roach; 
Hon. Editor, Professor Walter Howchin, F.G.S.; Members of Council, 
Professor T. Brailsford Robertson and A. M. Lea, F.E.S.; Hon. Auditors, 
W. C. Hackett and H. Whitbread. 

The Retiring President then gave his address, illustrated by lantern slides, 
on 

“THE PIGMY RACES OF THE WORLD.” 

In view of the public interest that has been awakened of late years in the 
Pigmies, as a distinctive type, I have thought that jwrhaps a brief statement of 
our present knowledge of this interesting people might not be found unaccept¬ 
able; I have, therefore, taken this subject for my Anniversary Address. 

Historically, there is in Egyptian records ample evidence that the Pigsties 
were known to the Nile peoples, and were kept at their courts as curiosities. 
The actual place where they came from was also known, according to Brugsch 
(“History of Egypt,” vol. 1, page 114), as the Land of Punt, or (?) Somali 
Land, 'fhe Greeks knew them as a distant legendary people. It was Herodotus 
who gave them the name. Pigmy, after a Greek measurement, equivalent to 
about 14 inches. Von Luschan, in 1883, recommended this term for anthro¬ 
pological use, in the place of dwarf, etc., to denote small races. It is strange 
that, in recent times, Gibbon, in 1859, regarded the Pigmies as legendaiy. 

Du Chaillu was the first to record E^atorial Pigmies, in Gabron, in 1867, 
followed by Schweinfurth, in the Ituri Forest, in 1870. After this thej are 
frequently recorded, and a large literature has grown up around them, Stuhlmann 
and Casati (both with Emin Pasha), Livingstone, Stanley, Lc Roy, and Sir H. 
H. Johnston being the principal early ones. It was while studying the Pigmies 
that Johnston made the discovery of the Okapi. People had been wondering 
where the natives got their beautiful zebra skin belts. It was Johnston, with 
the help of the Pigmies, who found out the secret. This, more than anything 
else, brought the little people into notice. Stuhlmann had by 1893 taken two 
Pigmy women to Europe, where they excited much curiosity, and were the 
only genuine ones seen up to that time, although alleged African Pigmies had 
be«i living in Austria and Italy. In 1905, six Pigmies from the Ituri (one 
a half-breed) were taken to Europe by J. J. Harrison. Dr. Elliot Smith, at 
that time Professor of Anatomy m Cairo, was able to examine them during 
their stay in that city (sec "Lancet,” August 12, 1905). Afterwards they 
passed on to I^xindon, where they remained several months on exhibition, and 
finally they were shown in other Eurc^ean cities, including Berlin, where they 
were exhibited before the Anthropological Society, and formed the subject of 
an interesting paper by Von Luschan (2. fur Eth., 38, 1906), 

Barns, in his “Wondiw of the Eastern Congo,” 1922, gives an interesting 
and familiar account of their country. He was not the first who subjected the 
Pigmies to the cinematognq^h, for ^ttuclc and others, sent out by the American 
Museum of Natural History and American Universities in 1919-20, had taken 
much pains in rccordit^; the Pigmks and their dwrilings and dances on the 
film, and this, I think, was rite mm that was shown in Australia. 

Barns records that the Ituri Forest, the home of the Pigmies in Central 
Africa, is not as bad to ttavel in as is often reported, but he went along the 
Se^ian Government road with rest houses provided at intervals. Alt travellers 
tlwt once trS the beaten track ^ Ituri Forest is about as difificult of 
pnnettation as any the eiwrii presents. Not onfy ia its inherettt density b^ond 
but the soandent plants, fMlen tritely and rank undergrowth, toge^ 
‘iwlVK tUrimal ftests, make it tpahi huiMmetriM*, in lUany places, to the Eur^waa 
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hunter. No wonder the Okapi remained so long unknown, and no wonder 
that still the Okapi hunter has to hire the Pigmies to help him. 

There can be no doubt that the Pigmy is a very primitive type, and there 
is every reason to think that they are survivals of the primitive stock which has 
become geo^aphically and ethnologically isolated amon^ races that have had a 
different origin. It is our present puipose to briefly indicate the chief char¬ 
acteristics of these ancient and interesting peoples, as they are found to exist 
at the present day. They are widely distributed, but may be roughly classed 
into two main geographical groups—^the African Pigmies and the Eastern 
Pigmies. 

The Afkican Pigmies. 

The Equatorial Pigmies are distributed over the region included within 
5 degs. North latitude and 17 degs. South latitude, and aliout 1 deg East longi¬ 
tude to 32 degs. East longitude; that is, including the whole watershed of the 
Congo and the Semliki. They are known in different areas by different names, 
and as the names are varied by different authors the position is complicated. 
Akka, Tiki Tiki, Wambuti, Batwa, Watwa, Obongo arc the various names of 
the same or different tribes. They occur apparently in the greatest numbers 
along the Equatorial line, the Banana Belt of Africa, but are recorded from low 
down on the Congo Basin, joining up in the south with the Bushmen of I-.ake 
Ngami. 

The Bushmen were formerly widely distributed in South Africa, reaching 
from the west coast to the east coast and from Table Mountain to I^ke Ngami. 
Stow (“Native Races of South Africa*’) gives a graphic account of the former 
great distribution of this unfortunate race and the causes that led to its practical 
extinction. Living in a country that is more variable in contour and climate 
than that occupied by the Equatorial Pigmies, their life was less specialized in 
one direction, but more so in others, -as there were Bushmen of the Mountains, 
of the Rivers, the Plains, the Sea Shore, and the Desert. The few pure Bushmen 
who still remain are probably the Kungs and Haikums of the north-west Kali- 
hari, but there may be many more. I'he Kalihari is so vast that its aboriginal 
population is imperfectly known. 

Traces of an aboriginal Negrito-Pigniy population are .said to be found in 
Madagascar. These people were called Mazimba, Kimos, and Behosy, but, 
like the Abyssinian Dokos, they seem to have received little notice in literature. 

The Eastern Pigmies. 

In the Andaman islanders we find the only isolated Pigmy race at present 
living comparable, in their isolation, to the Tasmanians, and resembling that 
race in several remarkable anthropological and ethnological respects. The 
Andamanese, when discovered, and prior at least to the establishment of Port 
Blair as a convict settlement, were a pure negrito race, and their anthropology 
and etfanolo^ have been admirably recorded in the works of Man and Portman. 

The ethnological position of the Semang, who occupy the mountains that 
form the backbone of the Malay Peninsula, is not so clear. There are Semangs 
who are pure negritos and who conform ethnologically to the Pigmy type, but 
they are so scattered- and surrounded by other races, who are absorbing them, 
that it seems unsafe to make dogmatic statements about their cultural char¬ 
acteristics. The Semangs are hemmed in by the Malayan coastal tribes and in 
dose eontact with tribes like the Senoi and Sakai, who, in themselves, provide 
prtflilems. The student will find Skeat and Blagden’s "Pagan Races of the 
Matiw Peninsula" full of information on the Semangs and their neighbours. 

In nearly all the larger islands of the*Phillipines negritos have been observed. 
Tho^ are, as a role, di^daced from the coast and occupy the more inaccessible 
parts of the idands, and diiefly come in contact with tbe Tagals and Vicols. 
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Negritos have been reported as occurring in Borneo, but Dr. Eric Mjoberg, 
now Director of the Museum at Kuching, writes that they are unknown to him. 

Formosa, too, has been credited with the possession of a Pigmy race. Miss 
McGovern in her book, “The Hrad Hunters of Formosa,” tells of a little people 
a little over 4 feet high with crinkly hair. Dr. Oshima, a Japanese zoologist, 
and delegate to the Pan Pacific Congres.s, 1923, who has been in Formosa 
fourteen years, informs me that^he cannot corroborate this statement. 

Wollaston and his party discovered the Tapiro Pigmies in the mountains 
of Dutch New puinea, in 1910, and, a little later, Williamson’s book on the 
Mafulu People of British New Guinea, gave some references to a Pigmy race 
in the British portion. 

Neuhauss, in his “Deutsch Neu Guinea,” figures and gives accounts of 
Pigmies discovered by Keyser in the Sattelberg, and by Poch, in the Goliathberg 
Their nearest neighbours on the seaward side are the Papuans, who, again, are 
displaced from the shore by the coast-loving Melanesians. 

In New Britain the Sulka people declare that a race of small men lives 
in the caves in the ranges of the centre of the island and comes down to steal 
their bananas. On the Gazelle Peninsula, at the eastern end of the same island, 
live the Baining (a curly-haired race forced into the mountains by the ubiquitous 
Melanesians), a wandering people who cultivate a little taro, and whom Parkin¬ 
son, in his “Dreissig Jahre in der Sudsee,” characterises as “in every particular 
an absolutely primitive and simple folk such as I have never encountered any¬ 
where else in the South Seas.” 

Felix Speiser, in his “Two Years with the Natives in the Western Pacific,” 

f ives an account of the Pigmies in Santo. This, I understand from Professor 
kinner, is authenticated by Dr. Bowie, of Ambrym. 

Physical Characteristics. 

The Pigmies are small races which show no marks of degeneration. To lay 
claim to the distinction of being a Pigmy, the males must average under 5 feet 
in height; the Pig^iy, like a child of twelve, is six heads high as 
against eight heads high for an average Englishman and nine and a half heads 
high for a Nilotic Dinka. Thus their heads look relatively large for the small 
body. Von Luschan says that the cause of the diminutive stature is an earlv 
cessation of growth rather than a decrease of the yearly increment while growtn 
is actually taking place. 

Sir H. H. Johnstone gives the average height of the Equatorial Pigmies as 
4 feet 7 inches for men and 4 feet 2 inches for women, the minimum being 
4 feet 2 inches and 4 feet, respectively. Other observers record still lower 
minima. 

For the Bushmen, Fritsch gives 4 feet 9 inches and Barrow 4 feet inches 
for men and 4 feet for women. Fritsch’s figures are probably more reliable for 
a large number. Of the Asiatic or Eastern Pigmies, the Andamanese average 
is 4 feet lOJ inches (Haddon) ; the Semang, 4 feet 10| inches (Haddon) ; the 
Aetas, 4 feet 10 inches (Haddon); the Tt^iros, Of New Guinea, 4 feet 9 inches 
(Rawling). 

In general physique all the Pigmy races are sturdy and.well built, with good 
muscular development. The haiw and feet are generally »nall in proportion 
and the great toe markedly drawn inwards away from the second toe. The 
abdomen is prone to be protuberant, especially in the children, and the buttocks 
are, as a rule, markedly pron^aent, although the steattwgia with which the 
Bushmen are credited is, according to Fritsch, not authenticated, as the Bushmen 
women show far less of steatopygohs deformity than the Hottentots. 

The Equatorial Pigmies, aa wril as the Bushmen, are, on the avenuR, 
inesjKrio^hauc, while the* Asiatic P^mties are all inclined to be brachycqphanc. 
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The cephalic indexes of the respective peoples are as follow;—Andamanese. 82; 
Semang, 78‘9; Aelas, 80 (Haddon) ; while the Tapiros are 802 (Rawling), 
and the Kai Pigmies over ^ (Neuhauss). The nose in all the races is low at 
the bridge and very broad, and the alveolar margin of the upper jaw prominent. 
This, with the flat nose and weak chin, gives rise to a prognathism. 

Among the Etjuatorial Pigmies, Stanley and Johnstone distin^ish two 
types in relation to the colour of their skin—one with reddish or yellowish-brown 
skin and a tendency to red in the hair, and the other a black-skinned type with 
entirely black scalp hair. The Bushmen are stated to he reddish or yellowish, 
much lighter than the negro, hut their colour varies with the different tribes. 
In Asia the negritos are all classed as dark brown. 

I'he peculiar type of hair to which all Pigmies must conform is the short 
curly hair of the so-called peppercorn type. While this hair is found in all the 
races, Africah and Eastern, it reaches its special development in the lUishmcn. 
In colour it is in all the races a dark brown, sometimes nearly black, at others 
with a tinge of red in it. The body hair is curly and of the same colour, which 
is well developed on the ventral surface. Amongst .some of the Congo and 
Ituri Pigmies there is a remarkable development of fine lanugo (which is 
especially evident in the sunlight), as well as beards that arc .sometimes of 
considerable length. 

The particular anthropological characteristics of the Pigmies are, short 
stature, a broad head, and typical curly hair, in contradi.stinction to the Negroes, 
who are characterised by tall stature, long head, and curly hair. 

Arts and Customs. 

In discussing the stage of culture of the Pigmies, only those facts will be 
mentioned which concern them apart from the influence of adjacent peoples. 

As all the races live in hot climates clothing can be, and is. reduced to the 
ix)ssible minimum. The Equatorial Pigmies mostly go naked in the forests; 
at most^ they wear a bark girdle, in which the women stick large leaves before 
and behind The Bushmen wear a leather perineal band, while their women 
wear two short leather aprons, the larger one covering the buttocks. In cold 
weather there is worn, in addition, a skin caross sufticiently large to envelop the 
body. The Andamanese are contented with a string girdle, in which bunches of 
leaves are placed, after the fashion of the Equatorial Pigmies. The same fashion is 
observed by the Semang, while the Negritos use perineal bands of bark enlarged 
into an apron by the women. Wollaston observed that the 1 apiro men had 
nothing on but a phallocrypt formed of a gourd. The women were not seen. 

Sparing as the Pigmies are in their dress, they are still more so in their 
decorations. Mutilations, so common amongst races of greater stature, are 
unknown, if we except the alleged amputation of a little finger-joint by certain 
Bushmen, and in no race is circumcision a practice. Real tattooing is entirely 
absent and scarification confined to the Andamanese and the Aetas of the 
Philijppines. Our information as to the use of pigments is incomplete, but they 
appear to be sparingly used by the Akkas and the Bushmen, and extensively 
so by the Andamanese. Of ornaments the primitive Akkas seem to know 
nothing, while the Bushmen make necklaces and other ornaments of discs of 
ostrich shell, for the manufacture of which they have a special technique. The 
Asiatic Pigmies ate-much fonder of ornaments, the most interesting being the 
magic c;ombs of the Semang worn by the women to avert disease. The 
Andaitmnese, a$ in the case of the extinct Tasmanians, wear the bones and 
skulls of their deceased relations. 

The various races are, without exception, hunters and collectors of food. 
Oukivation and pastoral piysuits are unknown to them. They are great hunters 
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and no game is too large for them to engage. Their whole life is founded on 
a complete knowlec^ and acute observation of the plant and animal life in 
their own region, ^eir weapons are almost exclusively the bow and arrow, 
which among the African tribes are quite small. Among the Akkas the arrow 
is tipped with pieces of bone or borrowed iron and feathered with a strip of palm 
leaf. The African races poison their arrows, and, according to Stanley and 
others, the poisons used by the Equatorial Pigmies are astonishingly quick and 
deadly. The arrow poison of the Bushmen, partly vegetable (Euphorbia and 
Amaryllis) and party animal, is also deadly to the ostrich and large ungulates. 
In the Andaman Islands a peculiar form of bow is met with which W the 
form of an S and is nearly as high as the archer himself. The arrows of this 
race are not poisoned. 

Being, as a rule, ignorant of pottery (except among the Andamanese), the 
pr^aration of food is mostly by baking. The food, in all races, includes every¬ 
thing edible in the animal and vj^table world. ^ Everything that will provide 
protein is utilized on occasion. The Bushmen will even eat hyaenas, and their 
favourite foods are the giant frogs, the pupae of termites, and the locusts or 
grasshoppers which appear in clouds at certain seasons. 

Like all inland people, the Pigmies value salt, and among the Ituri Akkas 
it is much sought after and is currency for paying the hunters. To get carbo¬ 
hydrates the Pigmies in the banana zone obtain the banana by exchange or 
theft, although actual theft is not the rule, meat being left where the Negroes 
can find it. Amongst the Bushmen the cycad provides the tteeded starch, and 
the Asiatic races have wild rice, sweet potatoes, and other means of meeting this 
necessity of life. Honey is especially prized as a food, and the Bushmen (l^fore 
the advent of the Europeans) had dii^vered that an intoxicating drink could 
be made from its fermentation. 

The Pignw races are without exception nomadic, and in their uninfluenced 
state erect notning worthy of the name of villa|:es or large dwellings, having at 
most, as amongst the Andamanese, a large bmlding to which they can return 
from time to time as a rendezvous, much as the Bushmen return to their caves 
when driven by circumstances. Cold and rain are the factors which mo(hfy tlie 
architecture of nomadic peoples, and the Pigmies use in the simplest forms wind 
screens made of branches and leaves, or, when necessary, hemispherical huts 
thatched sufficiently to make them waterproof. These may be only of materials 
gathered from the iiqmediate neighbourhood, or a palm-leaf thatch may be 
prepared and carried about (Andamanese), or carefully made rush mats 
(Bushmen), eventually improved by skins and hides. 

Reed (“Negritos of Zambales”) figures a house raised off the mound, 
and the Tapiros, living in a mountain rain-forest, build their rectangular thatched 
huts on a platform several feet fnhn the ground (Wollaston, p. 206). The 
Semang utilize natural shelters under rocks and the simplest form of leaf shelters. 
They differ from all other tribes of by also having large leaf shelters, 

furnished with bamboo bed places, atm capable of accommodating the entire 
tribe. All observers agree that whatever their dwellings are they pay little 
attention to eold, and sleep soundly on, the coldest nights without any covering. 

With the doubtful exception of the Tasmanians, the Andamanese are the 
only people on record who at the time of titeir discovery were unacquainted with 
he means of making fire. It seems ahnost eertaln that the Tasmanians were 
icquainted with the friction method, 'nte Andamaitese always kn^ a smoulder- 
ng k« m thdr camps and carried fire wim thcdH when travelling. The orteinal 
Im of the Aedamimese is supposed to have tmeh phtained from vcficancMn. of 
tptib them Bi« two on the Itimids, ottfy one erf is now amive. the 
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Setnang use the rubbing method and also the fire saw.' The Negritos use the 
fire saw, which is also the method adopted by the Tapiro Pigmies. The Equa¬ 
torial Pigmies and the Bushmen both use the fire drill, exclusively. 

According to all authors, the Central African Pigmies use the language 
of the adjacent tribes, generally corrupt Bantu dialects. They are good linguists 
and pick up languages very quickly. The language is sometimes an archaic' 
form of Negro language, or it may be the language'of a people separated from 
them by the territory of several other tribes. Whether they also have a primi¬ 
tive language of their own does not seem to be certain. An investiration in 
relation to this point which was made on the Pigmies during their European 
visit led to no definite results. The Bushmen have a characteristic language 
which, like the Hottentots, abounds in clicks, palatal, dental, labial, inspiratory, 
and expiratory. As there are six kinds of these clicks used in conversation, 
they give the language an explosive character quite unlike any other in the 
world. The Andamanese are the only other Pigmies who have a language of 
their own. It resembles the Tasmanian in being a complicated system of pre¬ 
fixes and suffixes. Man says that the general principle of its construction is 
agglutination pure and simple. The Semang, though retaining a few elements 
of their original language, commonly use that of their neighbours, the Sakei 
and other races of the Malay Peninsula. The Aetas speak the Malay- 
Polynesian languages of the various tribes with which they come in contact 
such as the Tagals and Vicols. Little is known of the language of the New 
Guinea Pigmies, but they generally understand their Papuan neighbours. 

Counting is met with in its most primitive form amongst the Pigmies. 1 
can find nothing under this head as regards the Equatorial race, except that Von 
Luschan got his Pigmies to count up to ten in ^ntu. For five and ten they 
used the Bantu word for hand, a common method in Central Africa. The 
Bushmen have words to express one. two, and three, and count further up to 
ten by combining these, raising one hand for five and two for ten. The 
Andamanese only enumerate one and two, after this holding up one finger 
after another and saying this, and this, and this, until they come to ten, when 
they show both hands and say “all.” They have in addition a complicated 
ordinal system quite peculiar to themselves. The Semang seem, as regards 
enumeration, to have reached the same stage as the Andamanese and the Negritos. 
As regards the New Guinea Pigmies we have no details, but Williamson tells 
us that the Mafulu have words for one and two, and, combining these, count up 
on their fingers and toes to twenty. When a large number has to be counted 
several individuals have to contribute their digits (vide "Mafulu Mountain 
People of British New Guinea,” p. 227). 

Books Consulted. 

186&>~Du Chaillu, P., "Savage Africa.” 

1873—Schweinfurth, G., “The Heart of Africa.” 

1883-^Man, E. H., “On the Aboriginal Inhabitants of the Andaman Islands.” 

1890— -Stanley, H. M., "In Darkest Africa.” 

ISSO^Roth, H. L., "The Aborigines of Tasmania.” 

1891— Casati, G., “Ten Years in Equatoria.” 

18SKi—SchliChter, “The Pygmy Tribes of Africa,” Scottish Geographical 
Magaaine, viii,, 296.. 

1895—Quatre fages, A. De, "The Pygmies.” 

19C^j^—Johnstone, Sir H. H., "The Uganda Protectorate.” 

1903*--Klosa, C. B., “In the Andamans and Nicobars.” 

1904.^{leed, A, W.. "The Negritos of Zambales,” 

1905—rSfeow, G. W., "The Native Races of South Africa.” 



414 


1905— Smith, Elliof, “The Lancet,” August 12, 1905. 

1906— Von Luschan, “Uber Sechs Pygmaen vom Ituri,” Z. fur E. 38, 1905, 

p. 717. 

1906— Skeat and Blagden, “Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula.” 

1907— Parkinson, R., “Dreissig Jahre in der Sudsee." 

1910— Schmidt, P. W., “Die Stellung der Pygmaen Vtdker.” 

1911— Neuhauss, R., "Dentsch Neu Guinea.” 

1911— Sollas, W. J., “Ancient Hunters.” 

1912— Wollaston, A. E. R., “Pygmies and Papuans.” 

1912—Williamson, R. W., “The Mafulu Mountain People of British New 
Guinea.” 

1922—Barns, T. A., “The Wonderland of the Eastern Congo.” 

1922—Vanden Bcrgh, L. J., “On the Trail of the Pigmies.” 

ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR Year ended September 30, 1923. 

Professor F. Wood Jones' exploration of the Flora and Fauna of Nuyts Archi¬ 
pelago and the Investigator Group has continued to supply material for record m 
our “Transactions,” the forthcoming volume of which will contain pwers of this 
series by Miss Joan Proctor, Professors F. Wood Jones, T. G. B. Osborn, and 
J. B. Cleland, and Messrs. E. R. Waite, Arthur M. Lea, N. B. Tindale, and J. G, 
Wood. Other series which will be continued in this volume are those on “Aus¬ 
tralian Fungi,” by Professor J, B. Qeland and Edwin Chcel; “Additions to the 
Flora of South Australia,” by J. M._ Black; “Australian Coleoptera,” by A H. 
Elston; “Polyplacophora,” by Edwin Ashby; and “The External Characters 
of Pouch Embryos of Marsupials,” by Professor F. Wood Jones. It will also 
include papers on various other subjects by .Sir Douglas Mawson, Professors 
Harvey Johnston, T. G. B. Osborn, and Walter Howchin; Drs. R. S. Rogers, 
Jefferis Turner, and O. W. Tiegs; and Messrs. J. G. Wood, R. L. Jack, and 
R. G. Thomas. The volume, which will be published about Christmas, will, both 
in size and value, fully e<)uai that issued last December. 

The expenditure upon printing and publishing has been heavy this year, as 
in addition to the exceptionally bulky annual volume an Index has been issued 
which includes all the Society’s publications from 1901 to 1920. This Index, 
together with that issued in 1907, makes it easy to refer to all the subjects 
dealt with by the Society from 1877 to 1920. 

The exhibits at the evening meetings have continued to sustain their 
interesting character. 

The Council has given considerable thought to a revision of the Rules and 
By-laws of the Society, and has proposed several minor alterations with a view 
to making them clearer and better adapted to the growth of the Society’s work. 
These were adopted at a special meeting held on September 13, and will be 
printed in the forthcoming volume. 

The continued growth of our Library has now reached a point at which 
it is impossible without additional shelving to arrange the books m a systematic 
and convenient way. Representations on this subject were made to the Govern-* 
ment through the Board of Governors of the Public Library, etc,, some years 
ago, and the urgency of the case was again pointed out this year, but so far 
no rqdy has been received. 

luring the year the Society wat asked to nomitude a representative upon 
an Advisory Committee to deal with the issue of permits by the Commonw<ealth 
Goivemment for the export of indigenous anhswSj and Dr, A. M, Moi^n 
iwaa so nominated, sHth Mr. Ising as deintty ndten foe former Is nnaUe to asA. 
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Our President (Dr. Pulleine) represented the Society upon the Pan-Pacific 
Scientific Conference recently held in Melbourne and Sydney. 

Sir Joseph C. Verco, one of our Vice-Presidents, has been absent on leave 
for six months attending the celebration of the SOOth anniversary of St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, Ixwidon. 

Several deaths have occurred in our membership, including those of two 
Honorary Fellows—^J. G. O. Tepper, who was connected with the Society from 
1878, and contributed largely to its “Transactions,” and 'I'liomas Gill, C.M.G., 
I.S.O., elected in 1905 in recognition of his long-continued and valuable support. 
Mr. William Pope, elected Fellow in 1908, and Mrs. H. R. Robinson, elected 
Associate in 1904, also passed away during the year 

Our present membership comprises 7 Honorary b'eliows, 4 Corresponding 
Members, and 98 Fellows. 

Robert Pullei.ne, President 
Walter Rutt, Hon. Seeretary 
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DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

FOB THE Teas ended Septekbeb 30, 1923. 

Tbans&otionb, Jodbnalb, Rbfobts, etc., 
preeented by the raapectivo governmonts, societies, and editors. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911-1914 Scientific reports, ser. A, 
V. 2, pt. 1; 4, pt. 1-4; ser. C. v. 6, pt. 4-5; 8, pt. 2. Syd. 1922-23. 
Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science. Report, v. 14. 
Melb. 1914. 

Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy. Proc , no. 44-48 
Melb. 1922. 

Australia. Cetuut and Statistics. Year Book, no. 15. 1922. 

- Fisheries. Bull., v. 5, pt. 3. 

- Institute of Science and Industry Bull. 23-25. 

-Pamphlet, no 3. Melb. 1923. 

-Report, no. 1. 1922. 

- Xationat Besearch Conned. Science abstracts, v. 1; 2, no. 1-3, Melb. 

1922-23. 

Northern Territory. R^oit, 1921-22. Melb. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Adelaide University. Animal Products Research Foundation. Report, 
no. 2. Adel. 1922. 

Public Library, Museum, and Art Gallery of 8.A. Records of S.A. 
Museum, v. 2, no. 3. 1923. 

- Report, 1921-22. Adel. 1922 

Royal Geographical Society (S.A. Bb.) Proc., v. 22. 

South Australia. Dept, of Mims. Review of raining operations in S.A., 
no. 36-37. 

- Geological Survey. Bull., no. 10. 1923. 

-Report, 1921. Adel. 1922. 

- Woods and Forests. Report, 1921-22. Adel. 

South Australian Naturalist, v. 4. Adel. 1922-23. 

South Australian Ornithologist, v. 6, pt. 8; 7, pt. 1-2. 

South Australian School of Mines. R^ort, 1922. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Australian Museum. Museum magasine, v. 1, no. 6-9. 

-Records, v. 13, no. 6; 14, no. 1. 1922-23 

-Report, 1922. Syd. 

Linnean Society of N.S.W. Proc., v. 47, pt. 3-6; 48, pt. 1-2. 

Maiden, J. H. Ctritioal revision of the genus Eucalyptus, pt. 57-61. Syd. 
1922-23. 

-Forest flora of N.S.W., v. 8, pt. 1-3. 1923. 

Ne^ South Wales. Board of Fisheriet, R^ort, 1921. 

- Dept, of Agrioidture. Gaaette, V. 33; 34, no. 1-7, 9. 

-Scieoce bull., no. 14, 21. Syd. 1915-21. 

—-- Dept, of Mines. Report, 1922. 

- Geological Survey. Bull., no. 2-3. 1923. 

---— Mineral resources, no. 81. 

-- Beoorda, v. 10, pt. 1-2. Byd. 1921-22. 

-- PuUic Health. Report, 1921. Syd, 1928. 

BOYAt Society of N.S.W, Joum., v. Hp. Syd, 192$|. 
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QUEENSLAND. 

Queensland. Dept, of Afiricolture. Journ., v. 18, pt. 4-6; 19; 20, pt. 1-3. 
Brisb. 1922-23. 

- G'e.ofofficat Survey. Publications, no. 270, 272-3. 

Qxteensland Museum. Mem., v. 7, pt. 4. Brisb. 1922. 

Royal Society of Queensland. Proc., v. 34. Brisb. 1923. 

TASMANIA 

Royal Society of Tasmania. Proc., 1922. Hobart. 

VICTORIA. 

Royal Society of Victoria. Proc., v. 35, pt. 1-2. 1922. 

Scientific Australian, v. 28, no. 7-12; 29, no. 2-4. Melb. 

Victoria. Dept, of Aunrultvre. Jouni., v. 18, pt. 8-12 ;19; 20; 21, pt. 1-5, 
8-9. Molb. 

- Geoloffical Survey. Bull., no. 48. Melb. 

-Mem., no. 14, and plates. 1923. 

Victorian Naturalist, v. 39; 40, no. 1-5. Melb. 1923. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

Royal Society of W A. Joum., v. 8; 9, pt. 1. Perth. 1922. 

ENGLAND. 

British (Terra Nova) Antarctic Expedition, 1910-13. DetcrminalionN of 
gravity. Loud. 

- Glaciology (Wright and Priestly). 1922. 

- Observations on the aurora. Lond. 1921. 

- Physiography of McMurdo Sound and Granite Harl>our region fGrif¬ 
fith Taj^or). 1922. 

- Terrestrial magnetism (Ohree). Lond. 1921. 

Cakbridoe Philosophical Society. Proc., v. 21, pt. 3-5. 

- Trans., v. 22, no. 26-28; 23, no. 1. 1923. 

Cahbrioqe University. Sahtr Phyeicn. Report, 1921-23. 

CoNCHOLOQicAL Society. Joum., v. 16, no. 10; 17, no. 1-2. Loud. 

Dove Marine Laboratory. Report, 1912-22. Cullorcoats. 

Entomological Society. Trans., 1919; 1921, pt. 3-4; 1922. 

Geological Society. Joum., v. 78; 79, pt. 1-2. Loud. 

Imperial Bureau of Entomology. Review of applied entomology, ser. A, 
B, V. 10, pt. 8-12; 11, pt. 1-7. I»nd. 

Imperial Institute. Bull., v. 20. Lond. 1922-23. 

Linnean Society. Joum., hot., v. 31; 41; 44-45 ; no. 305-307. Lond. 1895- 
1922. 

. Joum., zool., no. 203-208, 232-4. 1907-11. 

-Proc., 1917-18, 1921-22. Lond. 

Liverpool Biological Society. Trane., v. 36. 1922. 

Mahohsster Literary and Philosophical Society. Mem. and proc., v. 65, 
pt. 2; 66; 67; pt. 1. 1922-23. 

National Physical Laboratory. Collected researches, v. 16. 

—-Bepoite, 1921-22. Lond. 

North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers. 

Timas., V. 71-73. Newc. 1921-23. 

RoTAt, Botanic Gardens, Kew. Bull., 1922. Lond. 

Royal Qboosafbioal Society Joum., v. 1-2; 3, pt. 2; 5; 6, pt 2; 7; 8 
pt. l;9;H-30. 1831-60. 

——— Qeog. JouFn., v. 1-2; 3, no. 2, 4-6 ; 4, no. 2-4, 6; 5; 6, no. 1-4, 6; 
7-19; 20, no. 2-6; 26; 26, no. 1,8-6; 27, no. ,1-8; 28, no. 1-4, 6; 29-37; 
88, no. 1-2. 4-6; 39-40; 60-61, 62, no. 2. 1893-1923. 

- Ppoo., V, 2; 8, no. 2-4, 6; 4, no. 2-5; 6; 9; 18. 



420 


Royal Miobosoopioal Socutv. Joum., 1033$ 1923, pt. 1. 

Rotal Soc»tt. Proo., A 718-23; B 657-65. 1938-23. 

-Yearbook, 1923. Loiod. 

United Empibe, v. 13, no. 9, 11-12; 14, no. 1-6, 8. 

SCOTLAND. 

Royal Society or Eoinboboh. Collected aetentific papera of John Aitken. 
Camb. 1923. 

.. Proc., V. 42, pt. 3. Edin. 1923. 

-Trane., v. 83, pt. 1. Edin. 1922. 

IRELAND. 

Royal Dcblin SocinrY. Sci. proc., v. 16; 17, no. 1-10. 

Royal Ibish Academy. Proc., eor. A, t. 34-36; 36, pt. 1-4; ear. B, v. 34-35; 
36, pt. 2-3; ser. C, v. 34, pp. 1-330; 35 , 36, ]^. 3-9. Dubl. 1917-28. 


AROBNTINE. 

Academia Nacional m Cibmcias. BoWftin, t. 25, pt. 4; 27, pt. 1-2. Cordoba. 
1922-23. 

AUSTRIA. 

Akademie DEB Wissemsohaptbn. Math.-Nat. Kla$*e. Site , Bd. 130, Abt 1, 
H. 4-9; II a, H. 6-8; II b, H. 7-10; Bd. 181, Abt. 11 b, H. 1. Wien. 
Oeolooische Staatsanstalt. Verb., 1922 ; 1923, no. 1. 

Zooi^Bot. Gbsellsokapt. Verb., Bd. 72. Wien. 1923. 

BELGIUM. 

Acad£mi£ Royals db Beloiqve. Ann., 1923. Bnix. 

- Clatte dft Seirncet. Bull., 1922, no 6-12. 

-Mem. in 4°, a. 2, t. 4, f. 8; 6, f, 1. 

-Mem. in 8“, e. 2, t. 7, f. 1-3. 1922-23. 

Instituts Solvay. Archirea aoc., t. 2, no. 3. 

-Revue aoc., 1920-33. Brnx. 

Soci4t4 Entomolooiciob. Ann., t. 69-62. Bruz. 

Soci4t£ Royals dbb de Li£ax. M4m., t. 11, pt. 2. 

BRAZIL. 

Instituto Oswaldo Cbue. Mem., i. 14, f. 1. 1922. 

Obsebvatobio Nacional. Contribuicao ao eatvdo do elima do Braail. Rio de 
Janeiro. 1922. 

CANADA. 

Canada. GeoloffietU Sut^iep. Mem , no. 139-132. 

--PubHcationa 1944, 1956, 1968-9, 1066. 

- Mtne*. Pttblicationa 649, 679, 583. 

-__ itepm^;, 1922. Ottowa. 

Royal Society op Canada. Ppoo., v, 16, 1922. Ottawa. 

CEYLON. 

Colombo Mosbum. Spolia Ze^lanioa, jpb. 46* 1938. 

CSXNA. 

Roybl AaiAaric Soctwy, Ntb-Cmiiia Ibi. ifOBcn-. 68. 
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DENMABK. 

CoNSEiL Permanent International pour i/ Ext loration de i.a Mer Pub- 
licatione de oireoiistance, no. 75-81. 

- Bapports^ v, 28«30. C'png. 1922-23. 

Danbk Naturhistorisk Forening. Vid.-med., Bd. 73-74. 

Kobenhavn Universttkts Zool. ^Iuseum. Bull. 26-27. 

Naturhibtorisk Forening fDr Jylland. Flora og fauna, 1921. 

FINLAND. 

Societas Entomolooiga Hei.hingforbiensis. Notiilae entomologicac, v. 1-2. 
Helaingfors 1921-22. 

FBANCE. 

Janet, (Jharles. CoiiaidorationE »ur 1’ etre vivant, 11 
- Le volvox, II. Beauvaifi. 1921. 

Museum National i>’ Histoire Naturklle. Bull., 1900, 1906 ; 1921, no. 7, 
1922, no. 1-6. Par. 

Rennes University Travaux s<t., t. 15-16. 1922. 

SoriETE OEs Sciences Naturelles de l’ Ouest oe la Fuanck. Bull., ser. 4, 
i. 6. Nantes. 1921 

Societe Entomologique de France. Ann., v. 91 

-Bull., 1922, no. 13-20; 1923, no. MO. Par. 

SocifiTE Geoi.ogique de France. Bull., t. 21, 1921 

- Conipt>e rendu sommaire, 1921 Par. 

8o(’T1ete T.innbenne de Bordeaux Acles, t 73 1921 

GERMANY 

HaYERISCHE AKADEMJE DER WlSSENSCHAFTEN. .)f (ft/ip/t f/s Abll , Hll. 

27, no. 1-4,6; 28; 29, no. 1-7. 

-Site., 1915-22. Mliuohen. 1915-23. 

Berliner Gesellschaft fOr Anthropolooie. Zeitz., 1922. 

Deutsche Entomologische Museum. Entoni. Mitieil.. Bd. 11, no. 5; 12, 
no. 2. Berl. 1922-23. 

Gesellschaft der VVissenhchaften. Nach., 1922. Gott. 

- .^fath .-phf/H. Klusftf, Nach,, 1922, H. 1-2 ; 1923, 11. 1, 

Gesellschaft fCr Erdkunde. Zeita., 1922, no. 710 ; 1923, no. 1-4. Bcrl. 
Nassauischen Verein rilR Naturkunde. Jahr. 74. Wiesb. 
Natu|iht8Toriscue Gesellschaft. Abh., Bd. 22, H.l Niinib. 
Naturhistorische Museum, Mitteil., v. 39. llamb, 1922. 

Phys.-Med. Gesellschaft, WtlRZRURG. Site., 1900, 1920. 

-Verb., Bd. 46, no. 2-7; 47, no. 1-2. 1921-22 

pREUSStSCHE AKADEMIE DER W ISSENSCHAFTKN. Sitz., 1922, pp. 75-138. 1923, 
pp. 1-74. Berl. 

- KUn»e, Site., 1922, 15-34; 1923, 1 16. 

- Php9,-math. KUisse, Site., 1922, 13-34; 1923, M4. 

Stadische Museum FOr Volkerkunde. Ver., H. 6. Lcip. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum. Oce. papers, v. 8, no. 4, 6-7. 

- Publication, no. 3. Honolulu. 1922. 

Hawaiian Entomological Society. Proc., v. 5, no. 1. 

HOLLAND. 

Bijk^s Herbarium. Med., no. 42-47, Leiden. 1922. 
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HUNGARY. 

Mxjbeuh Nationai.ih Hvnoaricvh. Ann., v. 1, pt. 2; 2-5, 19. Budapest. 
1903-22. 

INDIA. 

India. Affriculturo! Retrarch In«t. Rep., 1921-22 Pusa. 

- Board of Scientific Advice. Rep., 1921-22. 

- Dept, of A ffricaitm-e. Bot. mem., 11, no 8-10; 12, no. 1. 

-Chem. mmn., v. 6, no. 6-8; 7, no. 1. Calc. 

-Entom mem., v. 7, no. 7-13; 8, no. 1-3. 

-Review of agricultural operations, 1921-22. 

- Geological Survey. Bibliog. of Ind. geol., pi 2. 

-Mem., V 44, pt. 2. Calc. 1923. 

-Palaeontologia Indica, v. 7, no. 2. 

-Records, v. 83, pt. 4; 64, pt. 1-3. 1922. 

Indian Mdssdh. Mem., v. 5, no. 9-10. Calc. 1921-22. 

- Records, v. 8, pt. 13, 21, pt. 1; 22, pt. 2-5; 23, pt. 1.24, pt. 1-3 

Madras. Fiehertee. Bull., v. 14-16. 1922. 

Royad Asiatic Society, Bombay Bb. Journ., v. 26, no. 1. 

ITALY. 

Laboratorio di Zoolooia Qensbale e Aoraria. Bull. 16. 

SocibtI Italiana di Scienze Natubali. Atti, v. 61. Milan. 

SocietA Tosoana oi SciKNZE Naturadi. Prooeaei verbali, V. 31. Pisa. 1922. 

loRiNO, R. UniversitA di Museum bull., v. 37 1922. 

* 

i 

JAPAN. 

Japan. Imperial Earthqtuike Inneetigation Committee. Bull., v. 8. no 6: 

11, no. 1. Tokyo. ^ 

-Seiamological notes, no. 3, 5. 1922. 

Kyoto Imperial University. College of Engineering. Mem., v. 2. no 5-6- 
3, no. 1-2. 1921-23. , , - . 

-19^22^ Mem., v. 4, no. 7-8; 5, no. 1-6; 6, no. 1-5. Kyoto, 

National Research Council. Jap. joum. astron. and geophvsics, v. 1, no. 
2-5. Tokyo. 1922-23. 

-— Jap. joum. botany; trans., v. 1. 

-- Jap. joum. ofaemutry, v. 1, no. 1-6. 

- Jap. joum. geel., v. 1, no. 8-4; 2, no. 1. 

- Jap. ^oum. geol .: trans., v. 1, no. 1-2. 

— - Jap. joum. physios, v. 1, no. 1-10. 

- Jap joum. zool.: trans., v. 1, no. 1. 

TOhoku Imperial University. Soi. rep., s. 1, v. 11, no. 3-6; 12, no 1-2 
index, V. 1-10; s. 2, v, 6, no. 2; 7, no. 1; s. 3, v. 1, no. 2-3. 

— -Tech, rep., v. 3, no. 1-4. Smdai. 1922-23. 

TdHoxu Mathematical Journal, v. 21-22. • 1922-23. 

Tokyo Imperial University, cideudar, 1922-23. 

College of Science. Joum., v. 42, art. 3; 44, 1-6. 


JAVA. 

Natuurkundige Verrenioino in N*BRRL..lin>ilt. Tijds., J>ed 72 nt 8* 78 
pt. 1. Weltevreden. 1921-22. ^ 

Nbderl.-oobt-ImdiK Miahweerm, Jaatb., 1919-21, 
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MEXICO. 

Institoto Gbologico. Bull 33, 37-39. Mexico. 

Mexico. Secretarta de Vtmnancacionet y Obrat Pubhcat. Bull., Oct. 1921 to 
Feb. 1922. 

SociEOAO CiKNTfFicA “Antonio Alzate,” MeiD., t. 40, no. 7-12 , 41, no. 1-4 ; 
42, no. 1-2. Mexico 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Aockland Institute and Museum. Report, 1922-23. 

New Zealand. Hoard of Science and Art. N.Z. journ. of sci. and tecL , v 
6; 6, no. 1. Well. 

- Dominion Laboratory. Report, no. 55. Well. 1922. 

- ftcolugicaf Survei/. Annual report, no 17. 1923. 

-Bull., no. 24-25. Well. 1922-23. 

NORWAY. 

Beroens Museums. Aarbok, 1920-21, H. 2. 

- Aaraberetning, 1921-22. 

NoawEGisrHE Meteorolooishe Instituts. Johr., 1919-20 

PERU. 

Abociacion Peruana para el Progreso dk la Ciencia. Archiv , t. 1, f 2; 
2, f. 1. Lima. 1921-22. 

Peru. Vneryo de Inyrniero* de Minn*. Bull 105-106. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Bureau op Science. Journ., v. 20, no. 6, to 23, no. 2. Index, v 1-10. 
Manila. 1917-28. 

SPAIN. 

Instituto General v Tecnico, Valencia. Anales, v. 8. 

Junta DE CikNCiES Naturals, Barcelona. Mem., 1919-21. 

- TrebalU del museu, v. 3; 4, no. 3-4; 5, uo 4; 6. 

Real Academia deCiencias y Artes. Bull., v. 4, no. 6. 

-— Mom , V. 17, no. 13-22. Barcelona. 1922-23. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

Royal Asiatic Society, Straits Br. Journ., no. 86-87. 

SWEDEN. 

Entomoloqiska F5reninoen I Stocxiiolh. Tidsk., arg. 43. 

Geologiska FCreningen. F3rh., B<1. 44, H. 5-7; 46, H. 1-4. 

K. ViTTBRttETS Hist, och Aktiq. Akad. Fomv., 1918-21. 

- Handl., v. 34, pt. 1-2. Stockholm. 1922. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Gboo.-Etbnoo. Gesellsckapt, ZURICH. Jabr. 1920-21. 

IlWheiTUT NAfiot^L Genbvois. Bull., t. 48, pt. 1. 1922. 

NAtbRiroBflctENnE Gesellschapt, ZOricb. Viert., 1922. 

SooiUtI oe Physique et d' Histoire Natueellb. Compte rendu dee stances, 
T. 89, no. 3; 40, no. 1. Geneva. 

Sociiri oBfi Sciences Natukelles. Bull. 46. 

' SooiiTi YavadtSE des Sciences Naturelleb. Bull. 204-209. 

— l|(lhH.,.iie, 1-2, LausMiHe. 1922. 
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

Geological Society of S.A. Trans., 1922. Johannesb. 

Royal Society of S.A. Trans., v, 10; 11, pt. 1. Cape Town 
S.A. Association for the Advancement of Science. Journ. of sci., v. 18, 
no. 3-4; 19. Cape Town. 1922 
S.A. Museum. Annals, v. 13, pt. 7; 14, pt. 5. 

- Report, 1922. Cape Town 

UNITED STATES. 

Academy of Natural Sciences, Philad. Ann. rep., 1921. 

—-Proc., V, 74, 1922. Philad. 

- Special publication, no. 1. 1922 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Proc., v. 57, no. 11-18, 68, no. 
3-7 Bost. 1922-23. 

American Chemical Society. Joum., v. 44; 45, no. 1-8. 

American Geographical Society. Review, v. 12; 13, 1-3. 

American Institute of Mining Engineers. Tr., v 67-68. 

American Microscopical Society. Tr., v. 41, no 4, 42, 1-2. 

American Museum of Natural History American Museum novitates, no. 
43-82, N.Y. 1922-23. 

- Bull., V. 45. 1921-22. 

- Guide leaflets, no. 65-56. 1922 

- ^‘Natural History,'' v. 22, no. 1, 4, 6; 23, no. 1-4. 

American Philosophical Society. Proc., v. 61. Phil. 

Arnold Arboretum. Journ., v. 1, no. 1; 3-4, no. 2. Camb 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences. Museum quarterly, v. 9, no 
3-4 ; 10, no. 1. 1922-23, 

California Academy of Sciences. Oec* paper X, 1-2. 

-Proc., V. 11, no. 18-21; 12, no. 1-3, San. Fran. 

California. of A^inculturt, Bull., v. 10, no. 8-9. 

- Mitnntj liureau. Bull. 91. Sacramento. 

-- Oilfields summary, v. 7, no. 12; 8, no. 1-10. 

-Report, V. 18; 19, no. 1-3. 1922-23. 

California University. Publ. inentom., v. 1, no. 3-6/9. 

- Publ. in zool., V. 22, no. 3, 5-6. Berkeley. 

- Ejrperitneni Stntiofi. Bull. 332, 341, 345 

-Technical papers, 1-4. Berkeley. 1923. 

Chicago Academy of Sciences. Bull. 7, pt. 2. 1923. 

Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences. Trans., v. 26, pp. 1-179. 
New Haven. 1922. 

Cornell University. A(frh. Exp, Station, Bull. 408-10, 

---Mem., no. 64. Ithaca, N.Y. 1922. 

Denison Scientific Association. Bull. 20, art. 1-3. 

Franklin Institute. Joum., v, 194-196, no. 2. 

-Yearbook, 1922. Philad. 

Harvard College Museum. Annual report, 1921-22. 

-Bull., V. 66, no. 6-8, Camb., Mass. 1922-23. 

-I^”l919* 

Illinois. State Laboratory of Nat^tral Biliary, Bull., v. 13, art. 14-16; 

14, art. 1-2. Url^na. 1922. 

Illinois University. Biological monog., v. 7, no. 1-4. 

Indiana Academy of Science. Proc-, 1921. Indianap. 

JoMNs Hopkins University, Studies in historical RUd political science, v. 
If alt. 1922* 

KmaAa UsrvMisiiTv. Sci. bull., ▼. Iji, no, i0*l8. X^iwnaec. 
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Minnesota University. Current problemB, no. 12 

- Agnc. Ex'pernnent Station. Bull 198-9. Minneap. 

Missouri Botanic Garden Ann., v. 8; 9, no. 1-2. St Louis, 

National Academy of Sciences. Broc., v. 6, no. 12 ; 7, no. 1-2 ; 8, no 8-12 ; 
9, no, 1, 3-8. Wash. 1920-23. 

- Nationdtl Research iUiuncd Report, 1921-22 

New York Public Library. Bull. 26, no 8 to 27, no. 7. 

New York Zoological Society. Zoologica, v. 2, no. 14-17 
North Carolina. (Jeolorjical Svrvey. Circ., no. 4, G 

-Economic pa})era, no. 63. Raleigh. 

-Natural resources, no. 3, 5 1922-23 

Oberlin College. Laboratory bull. 22-31. 1919-22. 

Ohio State University. Journ. sci., v. 22, no. 6 to 23, no. 3. 

Smithsonian Institution. Jivreatt of American Kthnolorjif. Annual report, 
no. 34, 1913-14. Wash. 

-Bull 63, 66, 73, 75-77. 1917-22. 

Tennessee. Ueotoytcal Survey. Bull. 3, 20, 27. Nashv. 

United States and (/eodefic Survey Rep., 1922. 

-Special publications, 13 various. Wash. 

- Dept, of Agriculture. Dept circ., no. 195; 10 dept, bull., and 11 

farmers' bull. 

-Experiment station record, v. 4G-48. 

-- Joum. agric. research, v. 23; 24, no. 1*5, 8. 

-Yearbook, 1921. 'Wash. 

- Geological Survey. Ann, rep., no. 43; 18 bull.; 8 professional and 10 

water-suppljr papers. 

-Mineral resources, 1919. Wash. 

-Topographic atlas, sending no. 44, 45. 

- Library of Congress. Report, 1922. 

- y^ational Museum. Ann. report, 1922. Wash. 

-Bull., no. 104, 121, 122. 1922. 

-Contrib. from Nat. Herb., v. 23, pt, 2; 24, 

-Proc., V. 59-60. Wash 1922. 

Wagner Free Institute of Science. Ann., 1922-23. 

Washington University, S^t. Louis. Sci studies, v. 10, no. 1. 
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LIST OF FELLOWS. MEMBERS. ETC. 

AS EXISTING ON SEPTEMBER 30, 1923, 

Those marked with an asterisk l»ve contributed papers pubitshed ki the Society's 

Transactions. 

Any change in address should be notified to the Secretary. 

—The publications of the Society will not be sent to those whose subscriptions 

are in arrear. 

Election HONORARY FklLOWS. 

1910. ♦Bragg, Sir W. H„ KtB.E., MA.. D.Sc., F.R.S., Professor of Physics, Uniscr- 
sity College, London (Fellow 1886). 

1893, ♦CossMAN, M.. 2 Bould Saddi-Carnot, Enghien, France. 

1897. ♦David, Sir T. W. Edgeworth. K.B.E., C.M.G., D.S.O., BA., D.Sc., F.R.S.. 

F.G S., Professor of Geology, University of Sydney. 

1905 ♦Hedley, Chas., Assistant Curator, Australian Museum, Sydney, 

1892. ♦Maiden, J. I.S.O., F,R.S., FX.S., Director of Botanic Gardens, Sydney. 

1898. ♦Meyrick, E. T., B.A., F.R.S., F.Z.S.. Thornhanger, Marlborough, Wilts, England. 
1894 ♦Wilson, J. T., M.D., Cb.M., Professor of Anatomy, Cambridge University, England. 


1913. 

1909. 

1905. 

1908. 


1895. 

1917. 
1902. 
1921. 
1902. 
1912 
1911. 
1883. 
1916. 
1923. 

1921. 

1922. 
1907. 

1904 
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Royal Society of South Australia 

(tNCORPORATKDl. 

. Rules 

AS AMENDED, 1923. 

Name, 

1. The title of the Society is the “Royal Society of South Australia 
(Incorporated),” hereinafter called the Society. 

Objects. 

2. The objects of the Society are the promotion and diffusion of scientific 
knowledge by meetings for the reading and discussion of papers and by other 
methods. 

Constitution. 

3. The Society shall be constituted of the persons who are enrolled as mem¬ 
bers. They shall be classed as Fellows, Honorary Members, Corresponding 
Members, and Associates. 

4. Honorary Members must be persons distinguished for their attainments 
in science, or who have rendered signal service to the Society. 

5. Corresponding Members must be persons who reside more than ten miles 
from the General Post Office, Adelaide, and who, by furnishing papers or other¬ 
wise, have promoted the objects of the Society. 

6. Men or women may be Associates; the male Associates must be under the 
age of 21 years. 

7. Associates shall at any time be entitled to become Fellows upon their 
written application to the Council, and payment of the prescribed subscription 
payable by Fellows. 

8. Honorary Members, Corresponding Members, and Associates shall be en¬ 
titled to all the privileges of Fellows, except that they shall not debate or vote 
upon questions dealing with the management of the Society’s business. 

Election of Members. 

9. Every candidate for membership must be nominated on the prescribed 
form by two Fellows, one of whom must attest from personal knowledge of 
the candidate. 

10. The nomination paper shall be lodged with the Secretary, and shall be 
submitted to the Council and the Society at tmir first following meetings, and the 
election shall be held at the next subsequent meeting (not being a special meet¬ 
ing) of the Society. 

11. No person shall be eligible for election as an Honorary Member unless 
recommended by the Council. 

12. Elections shall be by ballot, one negative in six excluding. 

13. A candidate who has been so excluded shall not be eligible to be again 
nominated within one year of such exclusion. 

14. Evenr person elected shaU have immediate notice thereof transmitted to 
him by the Secretary, accompanied by a ct^y of the Rules and By-Laws, and 
shall be enrolled as a member. 



420 


Cession of Membership. 

15. A member may resign his membership at any time by notification in writ¬ 
ing to the Secretary, and shall thereupon cease to be a member, but shall not 
thereby be released from any indebtedness to the Society. 

16. If any Fellow or Associate whose subscription shall be more than twelve 
months in arrear shall fail to pay the same after application in writing 
by the Treasurer, the C ouncil may cancel his membership, and he shall thereupon 
cease to be a member. 

Restoration. 

17. The Council may, upon such terms as it shall think fit, re-enrol as a 
member any person who shall have ceased to be a member. 

Management. 

18. The management of the affairs and funds of the Society, and the custody 
of its property, shall, subject to any by-laws for the time being regulating 
or prescribing conditions as to the same, be vested in a C'ouncil, composed of 
a President and such other officers and members as may be prescribed, who shall 
be elected and hold office for such periods as may be prescribed. 

President. 

19. The President shall if in attendance preside at all meetings of the Council 
or Society. In the absence of the President, his duties shall be carried out by 
such other officer or person denoted or elected in manner prescribed. 

wSeae and Seatjioeuer. 

20. The Common Seal shall have the name of the Society inscribed upon it, 
and shall be held by the vSecretary, who shall for all legal purposes be deemed 
to be the sealholder. 

I'he Council shall have power to use the seal in the execution of any powers 
hereby invested in it or otherwise in relation to the affairs or business of the 
Society. The seal sliall not be used except by the authority of the Council. The 
Secretary and at least two other members of the Council shall sign every instru¬ 
ment to which the seal is affixed. 

Meetings of the Society. 

21. A meeting of the Society, to be called the Annual Meeting, shall be held 
in the month of October in every year upon a day and at a place to be appointed 
by the Council, 

22. At the Annual Meeting the Council shall submit a report and duly audited 
balance-.sheet, and the meeting .shall fill all vacancies among the officers and the 
members of Council for the ensuing year, and transact any other business of 
which due notice has been given. 

23. The Council may convene an ordinary meeting of the Society at any 
time. 

24. The Council may at any time, and shall upon the requisition in writing 
of seven Fellows, specifying the purpose for which the meeting is required, con¬ 
vene a special meeting of the Society. The special business for which the meeting 
lias been convened, and none other, shall be transacted at such meeting. 

25* Seven Fellows shall be a quorum. If at any meeting a quorum is not 
present within thirty minutes after the hour of meeting, the meeting shall stand 
adjourned to a day and time to be appointed by those present, not being earlier 
than seven days. At the adjourned meeting the Fellows then present may pro¬ 
ceed to business, although fewer than the prescribed quorum may be present. 



26. At least three days’ notice of every meeting or adjourned meeting and 
of the principal items of business to be transacted thereat shall be given to the 
members resident in South Australia by circular, or in such manner as may be 
prescribed. 

Auditoks. 

27. Two persons, not being members of the Council, shall be chosen at some 
meeting of the Society prior to the Annual Meeting in each year to audit the 
accounts and balance-sheet for ^he then current year. 

By-Laws. 

28. The Council may make, repeal, alter, or vary by-laws not inconsistent 
with these rules for the effective carrying out of the objects and purposes of the 
Society; but no such by-law, repeal, alteration, or variation shall he valid unless 
approved by a majority of the Fellows voting at a meeting of the Society of 
which due notice has been given. 

Alteration of Rules. 

29. The Society may by a majority of at least two-thirds of the Fellow.s 
present at an Annual Meeting, or at a sjiecial mectir^ duly convened for the 
purpose, make any rule or repeal, alter, or vary any existing rule. 

30. Jn the construction of the rules of the Society, unless the subject or con¬ 
text requires a different meaning:— 

“By-law” shall include regulations under “The Public Library, Museum, 
and Art Gallery and Institute Act, 1909,” or any other .A^ct or 
power enabling the Society to make regulations. 

“Pre.scribed" means prescribed by by-law. 

Words denoting the singular number only shall be deemed to include the 
plural and vice versa. Words denoting the masculine gender shall 
be deemed to include the feminine 

31. All rules and by-laws of the Society heretofore in force are hereby 
repealed. 


By-Laws. 

1.—Nomination Paper. 

The Nomination Paper referred to in Rules 9 and 10 shall .state the full 
name, address, and occupation of the candidate, and the class of membership for 
which he is nominated. When elected, the date of his election shall be entered 
upon the Nomination F’aper* and signed by the chairman of the meeting. 

II.—G>uncil, 

1. The Council shall consist of twelve (12) Fellows, comprising a Presi¬ 
dent, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, an Editor, a Secretary, and six other 
Fellows. Any four members of the Council shall form a quorum. 

2. At each Annual Meeting all officers except the Editor and the Secretary 
shall retire, a.s also shall two other members of the Council, but all retiring 
members shall be eligible for re-election. ITie non-official members to retire 
shall be those who have been longest in the Council since their I4st election, or 
in case of equal tenure, the retirement shall be decided by lot. 

3. The vacancies on the Council shall then be filled by election, which shall be 
by ballot, if so required by any Fellow. 

4. The Editor and Secretary sfai^ Md office during the pleasure of the 

SOGioty* 
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5. The Secretary shall keep a record of attendance of members at all meetings 
of the Council and present the same at the Annual Meeting held in the month 
of October in each year. 

6 . If any member of the Council absents himself for the period of three 
months from all the meetings of the Council, held during ^uch period, without 
^he permission of the Council, granted by resolution of the Council before die 
expiration of such period, his position, as a member of the Council, shall become 
vacant. 

7. Every casual vacancy in the Council shall be filled at the next meeting of 
the Society (by ballot if demanded by any Fellow). 

8 . Any matter within the general powers of management of the Council 
may be submitted to the Society in the following manner.— 

(a) If referred to the Society by resolution of the Council: or 

(b) If notice of motion in writing referring to such mailer be given to the 

Secretary by two Fellows, 

9. In cither case, at the next meeting of the Socielv the hVllows who have 
given notice, or failing them (or if the matter be referred by the Council), any 
Fellow may move. The re.solution (if any) of the meeting shall be binding 
on the Council, provided, hozoever, that .such resolution shall not prejudice or 
affect anything authorized and done by or on behalf of the Council relating to 
such matter, if the same be done prior to the receipt of notice of motion by the 
Secretary. 

111.—SUBSCRl PTTONS 

1 . The annual subscription of a Fellow shall be one guinea. 

2. A Fellow may at any time compound for future annual subscriptions, 
exclusive of that for the current year, by the payment of fifteen guineas. 

3 . Associates shall subscribe five shillings per amunn 

4. All subscriptions shall be payable in advance immediately after the 
Annual Meeting, or on receipt of notice of membership, as the case may be, 
to the Treasurer, who shall give a receipt on a printed form for the sum 
leceived. 

5. The financial year shall extend from October 1 to September 30. Member¬ 
ship for the whole or any part of any financial year shall entail the payment of the 
subscription for that year, and shall entitle the member to the rcceii)! of any 
publications issued free to memlx^rs during that year. 

IV.— Meetings of the Socn:T\ 

1. Meetings shall be held on the second Thursday in each month, from April 
to Noveml)er, at 8 p.ni., in the Society’s Rooms, unless the Council shall otherwise 
decide. Each meeting shall be convened by circular posted to the last known 
address of the members resident in the State, The circular shall state the sub¬ 
jects to be brought before the Society, the names of candidates for membership, 
and any notices of motion. 

2. In the absence of the President, one of the Vice-Presidents shall take 
the chair; and in the event of the absence of all of the above the members shall 
dect a Chairman. 

3. The business shall be transacted in the following order, unless it be 
specially decided otherwise by the meeting:— 

(a) Reeding at»d confirmation of the minutes of last meeting. 

(b) Election of Members, 

^cj Nomination of candidates for membership, 

(d) Consideration of motions of which notice has been given. 
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(e) Reading of notices of motions for snbseqiient meetings. 

({) Consideration of any special matters which members may desire to bring 
forward, subject to the approval of the Chairman obtained before the 
commencement of the meeting. 

(g) Any other business brought forward by the Council. 

(h) Papers notified in the Circular. 

(%) Exhibits. 

V. —Papers. 

1. No paper which has nof been previously approved by the Council shall 
be brought before the Society. 

2. Every paper brought before the Society shall be immediately delivered to 
the Secretary. 

3. The Council shall at its next or at a subsequent meeting decide whether 
such paper will be published. 

4. If the Council decides to publish the paper in whole or in part, it and all 
copyrights thereof shall become the property of the Society, such copyrights to 
include all plates, maps, diagrams, and photographs reproduced in illustration 
of the paper; and all blocks used in such reproductions shall be the property 
of the Society. All manuscripts and original illustrations must be returned to 
the Editor with the corrected proofs. 

5. All matter used in illustration of papers (whether photographs, prints, 
negatives, or drawings) remains the property of the authors. The illustrations 
shall be returned to the Secretary by the printer on publication of the volume 
and shall be kept by him in safe custody for one year, unless previously claimed 
by the author. After the expiration of one year they may be disposed of as 
the Council shall direct. 

6. If the Council decides not to publish a paper either in whole or in part, 
the same shall be returned to the author, if he so desires. 

7. All papers and other contributions published by the Society shall be sub¬ 
jected to editing by the Editor. 

8. The author of any paper published by the Society shall bp entitlerl to 
receive free of cost 25 copies of the same, and to obtain additional copies (not 
exceeding 75, unless the Council shall determine otherwise) upon paying the 
extra cost thereof. Every such copy shall include a statement that it is taken from 
the publications of the Society. 

9. All contributions and excerpts intended for publication by the Society 
shall be clearly typed or written on one side of the paper only, and in accordance 
with the “Suggestions for the Guidance of Authors’* published by the Society, 
leady for the printer. 

10. A proof shall be submitted (if possible) to the author, who shall be 
allowed to make any slight amendments without cost, but if the corrections are 
excessive they must be paid for by him. 

11. In order to secure correct reports, all papers and other contri¬ 
butions laid before the Society must be accompanied by short abstracts. 

VI.— Sections. 

1. With the consent of the Council, Sections may be formed in connection 
with the Society for the special study of particular branches of natural 
or applied science. 

2. Such Sections shall consist of 

(a) Members of the Society who join the Section and pay 
an annual subscription to the Section. 

(b) Other persons who have been duly elected to the Section and 
who |iay its annual subscription. 
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3. A member of the Society who joins any Section shall not be required 
to pay an cntrance-fec, and the annual subscription paid by him shall not exceed 
one*half of that paid by non-members of the Society. 

4. Each Section shall elect its own Committee or Management. 

5. The President and Vice-Presidents of the Society for the time being shall 
be ex-officio members of the Committee of Management of all Sections. 

6 . The rules and regulations for the management of Sections shall not have 
effect until they have been formally approved by the Council of the Society. 

7. Subscribers to the Sections shall have access to the library of the 
Society, subject to such conditions as may be imposed by the Council. 

8 . The Committee of Management of each Section shall, on or before 
September 30 of each year, furnish to the Council of the Society an annual 
report of the proceedings of the Section and its balance-sheet for publication 
(subject to the approval of the Council) in the Society’s annual volume. A copy 
of such report and balance-sheet shall be given to each member of the Section 
unless it publishes its own report. 

9. Sections shall be allowed the use of the Society’s room at such times as 
may be approved by the Council. 

10. All subscriptions received by any Section shall be paid to the Treasurer 
of the Society on or before September 15 in each \ear. 

11. Grants of money out of the general funds of the Societ> may be made 
by the Council to any Section. 

VIl.— Regulations for the Election of a Memelr of tiif. Board of 

Gov'ernors of the Public Library, Museum, and Art Gallery of 

South Au.stralia, pursuant to “The Public J.ibkak\, Musfum^ 
and Art Gallery and Institute Act, 1909/' 

1. At a meeting in October the Council shall elect one member of the Board; 
such election shall be by ballot, if so required by any member. 

2. No person shall be elected unless he is at the time of his election a 
member of the Society, nor shall be continue to hold office as such member of 
the Board if he ceases to be a member of the Society. 

3. The elected member shall hold office until the election of his successor, 
and shall then retire, but may be rc-electecl. 

4. Every casual vacancy shall be filled at the next meeting of the Society 
(by ballot if demanded by any Fellow), 

5. The result of each election shall be certified to Ilis Excellency the Governor 
under the hand of the President. 

6 . The elected member shall be deemed to be the representative of the 
Society upon the said Board, and shall (subject to his duties to the Board) 
report to the Council all matters concerning the Society which may be dealt 
with by the Board, and shall make such representations on behalf of the Society 
as the Society or the Council may from lime to time direct. 

Signed and Sealed at a special meeting of the Council of the Royal Society 
of South Australia (Incorporated) held on the eighth day of October, 1923. 

Robert Pulleine, President, 

Walter Rutt, Hon, Secretary, 

B. S. Roach, Hon* Treasurer, 
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APPENDIX. 


FIELD NATURALISTS* SECTION 

OP THE 

Royal Society of South Australia (Incorporated). 


FORTIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 
For the Year Ended September 24. 1923. 


The Committee has pleasure in presenting the Fortieth Annual Report. 

Membership. —Last year the membership was 183. Depletion of our 
ranks by deaths and resignations during the twelve months amounted to 27. 
New members elected were 29, thus making a total of 185. 

Obituary. —^We are sorry to have to record the death of Mr. J. G. Ashton, 
who was one of our earliest members, and who took a keen interest in Nature 
study. 

I^ectures. —^We are greatly indebted to the Lecturers upon whom we depend 
for maintaining interest in the Section. Lectures were given as follows:— 
“Botany for Beginners,” by Mr. J. M. Black; “Our Wattles,” by Mr. A. J. 
Campbell; “Aquatic Life,” by Mr. H. M. Hale; “Rock Study,” by Sir Douglas 
Mawson, D.Sc.; "Nature Photography.” by Messrs. B. Beck, A. J. Morison. 

1. F. Bailey, H. M. Hale, P. H. Williams, E, A. S. Thomas, W. H. Selway, 
\V. Rosser and E. H. Ising: “Flora and Fauna of trip to Darwin by Motor.” 
Capt. S. A. White, C.M., B.O.U.; “Tasmanian Scenery,” by Dr. R. H. Pulleine; 
“Native Stone Implements," by Dr. A. M. Morgan; “Univalve Molluscs,” by 
Mr. W. J. KimW; "Fungi Specimens,” bv Prof. J. B, Cleland, M.D.; “Life 
History of some Parasites,” by Prof, T. Harvey Johnston, M.A., D.Sc.; “A 
1 rip to Groote Eylandt, Gulf of Carpentaria,” by Mr. N. B. Tindale. 

Excursions. —^The leaders of the excursions have done good service to the 
Section The subjects have been as followsBotany, Gum Trees, Swamp 
(Tidal) Flora, OmithoIoOT, Sheoaks, Physiography, Fungi, Conchology, Shore 
Life, Entomology, Dredfpng. The trips have oeen made by train, tram, and 
charabanc, the latter giving opportunity for getting away from the beaten track. 

Flower Show, 1922.—The annual Flower Show wa.s held on October 13 
and 14. in the Institute Building, and proved to be a successful fixture. The. 
Public Schools contributed largely to its sticcess, and kindred Societies in the 
other States sent splendid exhibits. The credit balance amounted to £16 IBs. 5d. 

Exhibits, —^A great number of interesting exhibits have been shown by, 
members at the meetings, and the Ctmimittee h^s that this subject will receive 
greater prominence in the coming year. 

Geographical Distribution op NaPive Planjhs in South Australia.— 
A sub-committee has been formed, and it is the object of the members to con¬ 
duct a “Plant Survey of South Austndia.” To carry this wt it will be necessary 
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to get plant specimens. It is hoped that members ^oing on holidays in the 
country will collect plants, and that all who have friends in any part of the 
State will enlist their help in obtaining and forwarding specimens. By this 
means a Field Naturalists' Herbarium will be formed. Eight keepers and many 
assistants have been appointed to take charge of it. Much assistance has been 
given by Professors T. G. B. Osborn, D.Sc., and J. B. Clcland, M.D. It is 
proposed to amalgamate the '‘Vernacular Plant Names Committee" with the 
above. 

"The South Australian Naturalist." —Our journal has been published 
quarterly as usual, and the Editor, Mr, Wm. Ham, F.R.E.S., has maintained the 
quality of articles of the standard set by the first Editor, Dr. (\ Fenner, F.G.S. 
(Original articles have been contributed by Messr.s. Edgar R. Waite, F.L.S., 

A. M. Lea, F.E.S., E. H. Ising, Wm. Ham, F.K.E.S., A. J. Morison, Prof. J. 

B. Cleland, M.D,, H. M. Hale, and W. J. Hosking. The issue last month 
(August, 1923) completed the fourth volume. 

Exchanges. —"The Victorian Naturalist," "The Australian Naturalist" 
(Sydney), "The Queensland Naturalist," "The Geelong Naturalist," "The S.A. 
Ornithologist," "Tran.sactions of the Royal Society of South Australia," "Illus¬ 
trated Catalogue of the Fishes of South Australia," "National Herbarium of 
Victoria," SmitEsouian Institution, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 

Newspaper Reports. —We are much indebted to the daily pajiers for the 
splendid reports of our meetings and excursions. 

Exportation of Native Fauna. —Prof. J. B. Clcland was elected on an 
Advisory Committee formed in Adelaide to consult with the Commonwealth 
Government in regard to this matter, Mr. Edwin Ashby was appointed deputy. 

Thanks are due to those who so kindly opened their gardens to the inspection 
of members on various occasions during the year. 

(Signed) W'm. Ham, Chairman. 

Ernest H. Ising, Hon. See. 


THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAI. REPORT OF THE NATIVE FAUNA 
AND Fl-ORA PROTECTION COMMITTEE. 
l^R THE Year Ended September 20, 1923. 

Three meetings were held during the year. 

A report having been ssent to the Committee that shooting was taking place 
on the Baroota Reservoir, a letter was written to the Hydraulic Engineer on 
that case, and at the same time he was asked as to the position with regard to 
otter reservoirs under the supervision of the Water and Sewers Department. 
His was, "That the shooting of birds and other native fauna on the Reser¬ 
voirs’ Reserves by the public is not permitted. Shags and other birds taking 
the fish in some of the reservoirs are shot by the caretakers." 

The proposal to form a sanctuary in the Flinders Range between Wirrabara 
and Pbit Germein for kangaroos and euros was being considered. The delay 
was caused by a fire having occurred in the Wirrabara country. 

A proposal to form a sanctuary eight miles from Mount Gambier of the 
'Flirest Kesem of $/)00 acres» to which a furtter 4,OCX) acres should be added 
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by purchase, is still in abeyance. The State Minister is favourable to the pro¬ 
ject, but the purchase of the additional 4,000 acres r^uires to be passed by 
Parliament. iTie whole land is of a scrubby nature, with sheoaks and bracken 
thereon. 

The complaint about the massacre of 80 seals on Pearson Islands turned 
out to refer to an old occurrence, and not a fresh slaughter, as at first thought. 

A protest was made by the Committee to the Commonwealth Minister of 
Customs against the shipment 5f Australian birds by the “Medic,” and a reply 
was received that that particular shipment had been allowed because it was in 
fulfilment of orders received before March 29 last, and the .specimens were 
collected before that date. In answer to that, a request was made to the Minister 
to prohibit the export of Australian birds in the future. 

Enquiry was made by the District Clerk of Minlaton as to the possibility 
of successfully introducing kookaburras to a reserve in that town, which has 
some big trees and is about half a mile long and a street wide. The members 
doubted the success of such an effort on account of the smallness of the area. 

It was reported that Messrs. Pearce Bros., Yelland, and Bowman (of 
Campbell House) had made their lands on Lake Alexandrina, which extend 
from Reedy Point to Point Sturt to Hindmarsh Island—in all about 20 miles— 
sanctuaries as regards the bird life thereon. 

In response to a request from the Customs and Excise Office, Capt. S. 
A. White was nominated for appointment on the Advisory Committee for. this 
State re the Exportation of Birds and Animals, with Mr. W. Champion Hackett 
to act in the nominee’s absence. 

Flinders Chase. —The CTiairman reported that the Government had pur¬ 
chased the Rocky River Station and added it to the Chase, and that Mr. May had 
been engaged to act as Ranger on the (liase. 

J. Sutton, Hon. Secretary. 


September 19, 1923. 



FIELD NATURALISTS' SECTION OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 
tencBt of Recdpts and Expenditure for Year ended September 30 , 1923 . 

GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


[Generic and specific names printed in italics indicate that the forms described are 

new to science.] 


Able^harus lineo-ocellata, 81. 

Acacia aneiira latifolia, 370; calami folia 
ntthycarpa, 369; sclerophylla lissophylla, 
369 

Acanthochiton bediial)! johistoni, 231 
Acanthopleura gcmmata, 230; spinigera, 226 
Acridotarsa deloneura, 186 
AcroaTCops heteropsis, 171; pcrtcnuis, 171 
Amanitop.sis subt^ifinatus, 60 
Amaranthus Mitchellii grattdifiora, 368 
Amphibolurus decresii, 79 
Amphithera hemerina, 17S; hetcrolcuca, 174 
Anisolabis 363 

Aphela hciopoides, 359 
Ardiosteres crassospila, 191 
Artamus pcrsonatus, \2A 
Artesian Basin, Composition of Waters of, 
316 

Aseroe rubra, 72 

Ashby, E., Monograph of Australian Lepido* 
plcuridac, Order Polyplacophora, with 
Description of a New Species, 216; 
Review of Ischitochiton (Haploplax) 
smaragdinus, Angas, 1867, and its Con¬ 
geners, togctlier with Descriptions of Two 
New Chitons from Papua, 224; Notes ort 
Collection of Polyplacophora from Car¬ 
narvon, with Descriptions of a New Genus 
and Two New Species, 230; Review of 
the Australian Kepresentatives of the 
(ienus Cryptoplax, 237. Exhibits of 
Paintmg.s, 405, 406; Chitons, 406; Land 
Snails, 406; Birds, 406. 

Asteims, 17; A, ambutans, 19; australitrus, 
17; guttulus, 17; indicus, 18; majorinus, 
18; mandibularis, 19; nocihagus, 18; 
pectinatus, 18; tardus, 20 
Asterostroma persimile, 69 
AtelJa phalanta araca, 343 
Atteva hesychima, 170 
Auricularia mesenterica, 71 
Australian Coleoptera, 1, 212; Fungi, S8; 
Lcpidoptcra, 54, 165, 342; Micro-Lepidop- 
tera, 165; Orchids, 322, 337; RepresenU- 
tiycb of the Genus Cryptoplax, 237; 
Rhcyalocera, 342; Sheep Maggot Fly 
Problem, 201; Staphylinidae, 1 
Asalcodes. 192; /I, muroniplm, 192 
Aaiiie and Arnnium Precipitates. 400 
Aifonmm and Aaine Precipiutes, 400 

Bacterial Disease of Fish, 157 
Bacteric^is of Prickly Pegr Plants. 162 
Bailey, J. F., Exhibit of Frog, 404 
Balance-she^s, 416 
Bandicoot from FrankRn Islaitd. 82 
Barea ^kkfrosom, 54; Umprot^^ 

BgPiMA Imolk, 368 


Battarea phalloides Stevenii, 75 
Belus bntnneus, 359 
Birds, Stomach Contents of, 361 
Black, J. M., Additions to Flora of South 
Australia, 367 

Blanche Point, Geology of, 301 
Boletus subglobosus, 63 
Bovistella aspera, 77; australosiana, 77 
Bucculatrix uhearem, 180 
By-laws, 430 


Caladenia crisiata, 337; pectinata, 341 
Caladrinia rent of a, 369 
Catolampra irrorata, 362; notabilis, 362 
Calvatia craniiformis, 77; lilacina, 77 
Candalides cyprotus, 344 
Cantharellus ctnereus austrahs, 61; iriangn- 
hris, 61 

Cassia Sturtii invohtcraia, 370 
Catastoma, 366; C. auomalum, 76; hyalo- 
thrix, 76; pcdicellatum, 76 
Catoryctis ptrichalca, 56 
Centrok:^i$ Murrayi, 367 
Cerchneis ccnchroides, 123 
Cereopsis novae-hollandtae, 122 
Chalcitcs basahs, 124, 361 
Charicrata sericoletica, 168 
Cheel, E., and J. B, Cleland, Australian 
Fungi, 58 

Chlamydopus Mcycnianus, 74 
Clavaria cincrea, 71 

Cleland, J. B., Birds of Pearson Island, 
119; Sasidiomycetous Fungi of Pearson 
Island, 365; Exhibit of Birds, 405 
Cleland, J. B., and E. Cheel, Australian 
Fungi, 58 

Cocliomefopa, 181; C. hypolampcs, 181 
Coleoptera, 1; of Pearson Island, 355 
Comodica cryPsicroca, 183; drepanosema, 
183; curynlpha, 183 
Coprinm micaceus, 63 
Corticium lacteum, 366 
Corvus coremoides, 125, 361 
Coryphistes obscurobrunneus, 363 
Crobylophora psammosticta, 176 
Crucibulum vulgare, 72 
Crypsiebaris triilacat 56 
CrypteWum, SO; C bkuspidatum, SI; 
fractum, 51; haplogastrum, SI; kersfmvi, 
53; maitersi, SO; iwidicoUc, S3; sanguini- 
colle, SI; gpissipmncj 52 
Cryptotehia giMiVgur, SiS 
Cry^oplag, 237; C. burrowi. 242; hart- 

laevis, 239; 
231, ^2*;, ixulatm, 241j 
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Daedalea gibhosa, 69 

Das^cercus cristicauda, 136 

Delias ennia dorothca, 349; c. nigidius, 3S0; 

tnysis, 350 
Delma fraseri, 79 
Dcmiegrctta sacra, 122 
Denisonia coronoidcs, 128 
Deretaphnis hucculeulus^ 212 
Desiantha maculata, 359 
Diathryptica callibrya, 172; ilu'ticnf^is, 173 
Dibelonetcs, 16; D. hrcvicollis, 16; mjoe- 
bcrgi, 17; palaeotropicus, 17 
Dicax, 47; D. cephalotcs. 47; deserti, 47; 

longiceps, 47; nibripennis, 47 
Dolicaon, 49; P. alahts, 49; pcdatus, SO 
Domene, 29; D. australiao, 29; nticrops, *10; 

pectinatrix, 29; torreiiscnsis. 29 
Drakea Jeanensis, 340 


Egcrnia whitii, 80 
Eloale, 214 

Eknlitia padusa, 351; )KT<1ita tontfura, 350 
Elston, A. 11., Australian t^oluoptera, 212 
Encounter Hay, Ciem Sands of, 255 
Ephthianura altiifroiis, 124, 361 
Kpicephala sirphancphora^ 171 
Epithelica, 165; E. ryphoscia, 165 
Erechthias acroieuca, 1H4 ; causiophara, 186; 
ccletica, 185; cirrhopolia, 185; cpixantha, 
184; mcsosiicha, 184; polkmota, 185; 
polyplecta, 184 

Kthmta hcHomela, *S4; olhista, 170 
Eudyptula minor, 122 
Eulecnria dcUohma, 55; boltstis^ 55 
Eulepis pyrrhus canomacuiatus, 342 
Euploea usipetes hippias* 342 
Eurvcus creshida cassandra, 351 
Euthyphasi.s lincata* 358 


Field Naturalists* Section, 434 
Fish, Bacterial Disease of, 157 
Flammula excentrica, 62 
Flora and Fauna of Nuyts Archipelago and 
the Investigator (iroup, No. 5, Lizards, 
79; No. 6, Didelphian Mammals, 82; 
No. 7, Fishes, 95; No. 8, Fxology of 
Pearson Islands, 97; Analyses of Soils 
from Pearson Lslands, 111; No. 9, Birds 
of Pearson Islands, 119; No. 10, Snake*s 
of St. Francis Island, 127; No. IL 
Coleoptera of Pearson Lsland, 355; No. 
12, Stomach Contents of Pearson Island 
Birds, 361; No. 13, Ortlioptera, 362; 
No. 14,* Fungi of Pear.son Island, 365. 
Flora of South Australia, 367 
Fomes applanatus, 68; a. leucophaeus, 68; 
a. nigrolaccatus, 68; Calkinsii, 67; con- 
chatus, 68; duri.ssimus, 67; rtmosus 
caiuarinae, 67; robustus, 67; setulosus, 
67 ; torutous, 67 
Fungi, 58; of Pearson Island, 365 


(jabianus paciiicus, 122 
Cianotftrfmu, 63 

Geaster fomkatus, 76, 366; minimus, 366; 
saccatus, 366 


tiem Sands of Encounter Bay, 255 
Geological Sketch-section of the .Sea-Cliffs on 
the Fastern side of (iulf St. Vincent, 279 
Gill, Thomas, Ohituarv, 406 
(iracilaria prdtna, 172; thiophylla, 172 
(ireenlees, J., Donation of Album Illustrating 
Glacial Phenomena, 407 
Gulf St. Vincent, Geological Sketch-section 
of, 279 


Harmatopns nnicolor, 122 
Hahaetns leucogaster. 123 
Hallctt’s Cove. (icolng> of, 281, 289; l.o\ver 
Pliocene <if, 2*)0 
Halorhynchus caecus, .160 
Haploplax. 224, 228 
Ilebeloma snhcollarialuni, 62 
Hemiergis, 81 

Hexagona decipien.s, <)(), t>8; H gunnii, 

f)8; rigula, ^>8; similis, ^>8; tenuis, 68; 
t. cervino-plumliea, 68; t. pulchellu, 68 
Ilierocrobyla lophocera, 180 
IJieroxestis Icucoprosopa, 18(> 

Hirneola auricula-jiidae, 71; polytriclia, 71 
Hirundo neoxena, 124, 361 
Hitchcock, L., and T. H Johnston, Bacterial 
Disease Destructive to Fish in Queens¬ 
land, 157; Bacteriosis ni Prickl> Pear 
Plants (dpuntia spp.), 162 
Homolcpida, 80 

Howchin. \\\, Geological Skctch-scction of 
the Sea-cliffs on the Eastern side of Gulf 
St. Vincent, from Brighton to Sellick’s 
Hill, with Descriptions, 279; Exhibit of 
Asphaltum (dance, 404 
Hutchinsia errnaien, 369 
HyiiKincKlmcte, 71 

HypiTomma, 39; H. abnormc, 40; hryo^ 
philunu 43; crihratum, 43; cvlntdricuin^ 
41; ulohulifcmm, 4(); inquUinum, 44; 
kihrali\ 42; lacertinum, 39; mega- 
cephafum, 41; microps^ 45 
Hypertropha tortriciftirmis, 174 
Hypholoma fasciculare, 63; fragile, 62 
Hypixysta adiante antiriu.**, 342 
Hypolimnas misippus, 343 
Hypolycaena phorbas, 348; p, utqura, .149; 
p. noctula, .H8 

H>poiiomeuta interruptellus, 169; m>rio- 
scmiis, 169; paurcxles. 169 


Igneous Rtx'ks tif Mount Painter Belt, 376 
Jndigofera lovgihractca, *169 
Investigator (iroup, Flora and Fauna of, 79, 
82, 95, 97. Ill, 119, 127, *155, 361, 3f.2 
Ischnochiloii lenti^iuosus, 226; 

228 ; smaragdinus, 224 
Ischnoradsia papuaensis, 227 
Isoudon nauticus, 82 


Jack, R. L., Composition of Waters of 
Great Australian Artesian Basin in South 
Austi^lia and its Significance, 316 
Jansia rugosa, 72 

Jennison, J. (J,, Exhibit of Native Mosquito 
Nets 405 
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Johnston, T. H.. Survey of the Australian 
Sheep Maggot Flv Problem, 201 
Johnston, T. H., and L. Hitchcock, Bacterial 
Di.scase Destructive to Fish in Queens- 
land, 157; Bactcriosis of Prickly Pear 
. Plants ((ipuntia spp.). Ib2 
Jones, F. W., Didelphian Mammals of Ntiyt»» 
Archipelago, 82; Pouch Embryos of 
Marsupials, Phascolarctus cinercus, l^J; 
Dasycerciis cristicauda, 13(); Myrm#cohius 
fasciatus, 195; Exhibit of Diprotodon and 
other Bones from KangarcK) Island, 406 

Knehia rxcavafa, 368; <\ ftichof>fcra, 368; 
tomentosa riichylai^itoidcs, 368 


l^ibidura truncala, 363 
f^impides transluccns, 344 
Larus novac-hollandiae, 122 
Lathrohium, 31; L. aMottihialc, 3(j ; ade- 
latdae, 32; angusticeps, 31; au^/ustulum, 
34; ap\cifim*um, 37; australicum, 31; 
cribrum, 32; exiguum, 32; gratellum, 31; 
limhatum. 32; medio pallidum, micros, 
32; orthodoxurn, 32; pulchrilum, 35; 
punctipeuuc, 33; transrcrsiccps, 35; tropi- 
cum, 33 

Lea, A. M., Australian Staphylinidae, 1; 
Colecjptcra of Pearson Island, 355; 
StonuKjh Contents of Pearson Island 
Birds, 3f)l; lilxhibits of Insects, 405, 406, 
407 

Lcmidia irmaculala, 214 
Leutinus fasciatus. 62 
Lentus, 65 

Lenzites repanda, 02 

Lepidopleurus, 216; L. badius, 219; colum- 
narius, 219; inguinatus, 217; liratus. 
218; malthcwsianus, 218; niger, 220; 
^^lagicus, 220; profundus, 221 
Lepidoscia chrysaslra, 187; monosticha, 187 
l»eucoptera argodcs, 176; argyroptcra, 177; 
dsbolopasia, 178; chalcopleura, 177; <fw- 
xiicha, 178; iolitha, 177; mclomolUha, 177; 
plagomitra, \7u ; strophidota, 176; ioxcrcs, 
178 

LcurnpHla, 172; L. tephropasta, 172 
Lialts burtoni, 79 
Library. Donations to. 418 
Limno^ia loxoscia, 57 
lAnlcpisma, 80 

Upliyra braswHolis melania, 349 
Lissochroa, 170; L. armsfola* 171 
Lizards of Nuyts Archipelago, 79 
Iwoboptcra halmalurina, 362 
Lobibyx novae-hollandiae, 122 
Lophochitoii, 233; /,. fohnstoui, 234 
Lower, O. B., Australian Lepidoptera^ 54 
Lucilina, 230 

Lycoperdon gemmatum, 77; polymorphutn, 
3f>6; praten.se, 77; pusillum, 77; pyri- 
forme, 77; suliincarnatuni, 77 
I.ygosoma decrcsiense. 81: entrccasteauxii, 
80; frosti, 81; peronii, 81; punctato- 
vittatum. 81; tvood-jonesu, 80 
Lyonctia acromeias, 180; embohtypa, 180; 
phatina, 181 


Macrodicax, 45; M. pofrns, 46 
Mandalotus niurrayi, 358 
Marasmius rugoso-elcgans, 60; subinstitius, 60 
Marston, H. R., Report on Work carried 
out under Research (Irant from the Royal 
Society of South Australia on the Azine 
and Azonium Precipitates of the Proteo¬ 
lytic Enzyme Trypsin, 400 
Marsupials. Pouch Embryos of, 129, 136, 195 
Mawson, 1).. Notes on Geological Features 
of Meadows Valiev, 371; Igneous Rocks 
of Mount Painter Belt, 376 
Meadows Vallc>, Geological features ()f, 371 
Medon, 22; M. camiKinoti, 22; chinensis, 23; 
debilicornis. 22: incomptus, 23; lugubris, 
24; obsoletus. 22; ochraceus, 22; quad- 
ratipeunis, 23; uni formic, 25; varicornis, 
22 

Meeting’^, ()rdinar>, 404; Annual, 407: 

Special, 406 
Metnliers, List of. 42^) 

Mcristnus, 63 

Mesopherna cpopiwdta, 191; niphopasta, 191 

Micro-I^pidoptera, 165 

Microtis ohlonga, 339; frufuata, 340 

Mitremyces fuscus, 78 

Monopis nrriwsbila, 193; orhroptila, 193 

Mount Painter Belt, Igneous rrjcks of, 376 

Muscle Fibre, 14i 153 

Mycena epipter>gia. 60 

Myccnastrum corium, 7o 

Myrmccobiu.s fasciatus, 195 


Narycia aeropolia, 189; cirrhosticha, 187; 
conioptila, 189; dUranota, 190; euthy- 
gramma, 187; ischnomorpha, 189; lechrio- 
typa, 189; leueocitroa, 189; mclanospora,. 
18®; myriospila, 188; niphospxla, 190; 
pclochrua, 191; phacostola, 188; sifwosa, 
188; fcframoihla, 190 
Ncophema petrophila, 123 
Ncsolycaena albosericca, M3 
Notophoyx iiovaC’hollandiae, 122 
Nuyts Archipelago, Flora and Fauna of, 79. 
82, 95, 97. Ill, 119. 127. 355. 361, 362, 365 


Obituary: Thfitnas Gill, 406, 415; J. G. O. 

Tepper, 415 
Odonto^logistus, 214 

Oedtehirus, 13; O, cribricollis, 13; ertbri- 
venter, 14; grandis, 13 
Ogyris abrota, 348; lulmaturia* 348; h. 
waterhouseri, 348; otanes, 347; zosine. 
344, 346; 2 . araxes, 347; z. splendida, 
347; 2 . typhon, 346; 2 . t. iberia, 346; 
2 . aenobia, 34f> 

Onfocosotna granicollis, 362 
Opogona basilissa, 182; crypsipyra, 182; 
flabilis, 182; orthotis, 182; Papayac, 182; 
protodoxa, 181; tristicta, 181 
Opostega atypa, 179; brithys, 179; centra- 
ipths 179; chalcoplethes, 178; motwhpa, 
179; phaeopasta, 180; phaeaspilct, 170 
Oputttia, 162 

Ofxhids^ Australian, 322, 337 
Ordmaty Meetings, 404 
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Oreixenica orkhora flynni, 342 
Orthenches Hfarochroa, 173; pleurostictat 173 
Orthoptera, j62 

Orthnus duplopunctatus, 212; tricolor^ 213 
Osborn, T. G. B., Exhibit of Plants, 404 
Osborn, T. G. B., and J, G. Wood, Ecology 
of Pearson Islands, 97; Zonation of 
Vegetation in Port Wakefield District, 
with Reference to Salinity of Soil, 244; 
Halophytic and non-Halophytic Plant 
Communities in Arid South Australia, 388 
Ovinus, (A 
Owl, 123 


Pachyccphala pectoralis, 124, 361 
Paederides, 3 

Paedcrus, 14; P. apteromelas, IS; meyricki, 
15; stenopterus, 15; tweedensis, 14; 
wiboni, 16 

Palaconcura, 186; P. annetopis, 186 
Palaminus, 12; P. australiae, 12; bixntti- 
Ptfmis, 12; maculalus, 12 
Panaeolus ovatus, 63 
Paptliu amyntor amphiaraus, 351 
Papuan Chitons, 226 

Paraphyllis diofonuf, 174; ochrocera, 174; 

paniphaca, 173; stichof/ramma, 174 
Parasites of Birds, 126 
Parectopa aefinosema, 171; ckihrata, 57 
Parnara mathias, 351 
Passer domeslicus, 125 
Peakesia palliata, 363; ruuosa, 363 
Pearson Island Birds, 119, 361; Coleoptcra, 
355; Ecology, 97; Fungi, 365 
Petaloides, 63 
Petrogale pcarsoni, 86 
Pctroica goodenovii, 124, 361 
Phaethon rubricaudus, 123 
Phalacrocorax carbo, 122 
Phallus multicolor, 72 
Phascolarctus cincreus, 129 
Phaulacridium geniini, 363 
Phellorina australis, 74; Delestrei, 74; 

strobilina, 74 
Phlehia refiexa, 69 
Phycosccis algarum, 355 
Phyllocmstis diphniochia, 175; curymochia, 
175; Uptomianta, 175 
Phyllodactylus marmoratus, 79 
Pigmy Races of the World, 408 
Pinoi^tlus, 4; P. aeneiventris, S; apterus, 
7; curticornis, 4; grandiceps, 4; latcbri- 
cola, 6; macleayi, 5; major^ 6; mar- 
ginellus, 4, 5; punctifrons, 6; rubri- 
^ pennis, 5; semiopacus, 7; trapezus, 5 
Pitnus australiae, 356 
Platyxosteria brunnea, 362 
Podixon aeiQ^ptiacum, 73; anomaluro, 73; 
Moelieri, 73 

PolyponiB Aibcrtiiii, 64; anthracophilus, 63; 
arcttlarkis, 65; basilapiloides, 64; drya- 
dens, 65; dedptens, 68, 366; eucalyptorum, 
65; flabeHiformis, 63; fumosus, 65; 
gtlvtss, 65; hiddiss japonicus, 63; megalo* 
poruB, 63; ochfoleucus, 65; rhipidiiim, 
63; nifescen^, 64; Schweinitzii, 64; 
s4sBili)i, 55; xanthopus, 65 


Polysaccum pisocarpiuni, 75; p, crassipes, 
/5; p. tuberosum, 366 
Polystichus cinnabarinus, 36(!) 

Polystictus cervino-gilvus, 65: cinnabarinus, 
65; elongatus, 66; flavus, 66; hirsutulu^;, 
67; luteo-olivaceus, 66; nigricans, 66; 
occideiitalis, 66; ochraceus, 67; PcrscKmii, 
66; sanguineus, 65; subcongener, 66; 
versatilis, 66; versicolor, 66 
Port Wakefield District, Vegetation of, 244 
Pouch ^mlwyos of Marsupials, 129, 136, 195 
Prasophyllum Colcmanac, 337; elhpticum, 
341; lanceolatum, 340; Tadgdhanum, 
338 

Prays amblystokt, 168; panlis, 168 
Precis villida, 343 
Presidential Address, 408 
Prickly Pear Plants, Bacteriosis of, 162 
Procirrus, 8; /*. antiquum, 10; doUchodercs, 
8; ferruyineus, 10; opacust 9; victoriae, 8 
Proctor, J. B., L4zards of Nuyls Archipelago, 
79 

Pronus, 356; P. maumvettfris, 357; mcdtainis, 
357 

Psalhota arvensis, 62; a. lodoformis, 62 ; 

campestris, 62 
Psilocybe ceres, 62 
Pterostylis decurva, 339 
Ptilotus murrayi major, 3()8 
Ptychoxena tephrantha, 192 
Pulleine, R. H., Exhibit of Aboriginal Imple¬ 
ments, 404, 405, 406; Perforated Shell 
Plaque, 406; Presidential Address, 408 
Pultcnea tritnrtis, 370; villi fera qlahresccns, 
370 

Pycnobcla, 182; /^ apirctodcs, 183 
Pyrameis cardui Kershawi lucasi, 343 
Pyrgoptila penthxstis, 54 


Research Grant, Work carried out under, 400 
Rhinaria macuUvcntris, 358 
Rhizohiiis nitidus, M 
Rhodoma, 81 

Rhopalocera, Australian, 342 
Rogers, R. S., Distribution of Australian 
Orchids, 322 ; Contribution to the Orchid- 
acetnis Flora of Australia, 337 
Rules, 428 


Sagalassa homotona, 165; poecilota, 166 
Sarocrania, 193; S. ischnobhylla, 193 
Schizophyllum commune, 61 
Scientific Handhcxiks, 404 
Scimbalium, 47; S. micropterum, 48; pal- 
lidulum 48; piceum, 48; rufum, 48 
Sclerochiton miles, 231; thielci, 233 
Scleroderma flavidum. 75; f. fenestraium^ 
75; verrucosum, 75 

Scopacus, 25; S. basicoUb, 27; ctcnocryptus, 
26; dubius, 25; fiavocastaneus, 28; 
mcdiicollis, 27; moerens, 26; oodercs, 
28; oviceps, 25; testaccipes, 27 
Scymnus flavtfrons, 360 
Secotium coarctatum, 74: melanosporum. 73 
Sellick's Hill, Gravd bws at, 307 
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Sheep M^got-Fly, 201 
Simaethis hygaeopat 166 
South Australia^ Flora of, 367; Plants from 
Arid Portions of, 259 
Special Meeting, 406 
Spongiosus, 64 
Staphylinidae, 1 

Stereum adustutn, 71; caperatum, 70; elegans, 
70; hirsututn, 70; iliudens, 70; lobatum, 
71; mendbranaceum, 70; purpureum, 70; 
tasmanicum, 71; vellcreum, 70; villosum, 
71 

Sterna bergi, 122 
Stilicopsis, 20 

Stilicus, 20; S. orbiculatus, 20; umbraUis, 21 
Striated Muscle Fibre, 142, 153 
Stropharia semiglobata, 62 
Sturnus vulgaris, 125 

Suniopsis, 3/; S. cribripennis, 37; picltcornis, 
38 


Taeniomena soror, 362 
Tanaoctena ooptila, 170 
TanymUa, 192; T. hypomacra, 192 
Tepper, J. G. O., Obituary, 415 
Thanasimomorpha, 213 
Thclephora terrestris, 69 
Thinocharis, 21; T. tenuicornis, 21 
Thomas, G., Gem Sands of Encuunter 
Bay, 255 

Threpterius maculosus, 95 
Tiegs, Q. W„ Structure and Action of 
Striated Muscle Fibre, 142; Path and 
Velocity of Excitatory impulse within 
Striated Muscle Fibres, 153 
Tindale, N. B., Australian Rhof^loccra, 342; 
Orthoptcra of Nuyts Archipelago, 362; 
Exhibit of Insects, 407 
Tinea diacrita, 194; drymoywma, 194; mpho- 
placa, 193; pherouget^ 15>4; ingonosema, 
194 

Tisobarica hahromorpha, 54 
Tonicia dclecta, 230 
Tortyra divitiosa, 166 


Trametes, 66; T. cervina, 68; floccosa, 69; 
lactinea, 66; lilacino-gilva, 68; Muelleri, 
69; picta, 69; protca, 68 
Transpiratioh of Plants, 259 
Trianthema crystallina clamta, 369 
Trogodendron aurotomentosum, 214 
Turner, A, J., New Australian Micro- 
Lepidoptcra, 165 


Urnisa rugosa, 362 


Vegetation of Port Wakefield District, 244 


Waite, E. R., Fishes of Nuyts Archipela^, 
95; Snakes of St. Francis Island, 127. 
Exhibits: Coral from Pearson Island and 
Stones from Stomachs of Seals, 405; 
Human Bones from Thibet, 407 
Wallaby from Pearson Island, 86 
Wood, J. G., Analyses of Soils from Pearson 
Island, 111; Transpiration m the Field of 
some Plants from the Arid Portions of 
South Australia, with notes on their 
Physiological Anatomy, 259 
Wood, J. G., and T. G. B. Oslx>rn, Ecology 
of Pearson Islands, 97; Zonation of Vege¬ 
tation in Port Wakefield District, with 
Special References to Salinity of Soil, 
244; Halophytic and non-Halophytic 
Plant Communities in Arid South Aus¬ 
tralia, 388 


Xyrosaris acroxutha, 168 


Yudanamutana, Basic intrusions at, 383 


Zelleria cuthysema, 167; arthoplevra, 167; 

panceuthes, 167; perimeces, 167 
Zosterops lateralis, 124, 361 
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Fig. 2. Butte in Pleistocene Beds, north side of Morphett Vale Creek. 


Gillingham, Swann & Co. Ltd., Printers, Adelaide. 











Trans and Proc Ro> Sdc S Anstr, 1023 


Vol XLVII. Plate XXIV 



Fir 1 (>ravcl Heds, 200 feet hiRh, Scllick s 11 ill beach 



Fig 2. Another vic\t of uravel Beds at short distance from those seen in Fig. 1. 


GiUrngham, Swann ft Co. Ltd« Printers, Adelaide. 











Ptcrostylis decurva. 


GilUnffham, Swann 



Trans and Prtjc Rc>\ Soc S Anstr, 1923 


Vol XLVII, Plate XXVIII 



Gillingham, Swann it Co Ltd, Printers, Adelaide 





Trans and Proc Kon Sf)c S Austr 1Q2^ 


Vol \LV11 PUtQ XXIX 



GUltncham, Swann & Co Ltd, Printera, Adelaide. 





Trans, and Proc Roy Soc S Austi , 1923. 


Vol. XLVII, Plate XXX. 



Gininaham, Swann Ik Co. Ltd i Printert« Adelaide. 






Trans anrl Proc Roy Sf»r S Austr., 1923 


Vol XLVH. Plate XXXI. 



Gillmgbam, Swara & Co. Ltd., Printers, Adelaide 







Vol. XLVII., Plate XXXII. 



Gillingham, Swann 9c Co* Ltd., Printcra, Adelaide* 







Trans, and Proc. Roy. Soc. S. Anstr. 1923. Vol. XLVII, Plate XXX HI. 



Fig. 1. Entering Yndananiutana. 



Fig. 2. The Quartzite of the Yudanamutana Gk)rge. 
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Fig. 2. The Imposing Summit of Mount Painter from Radium Ridge. 
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Transactions 

of 

The Royal Society of South Australia (Incorporated) 


VOL. XLVm. 


OBITUARY NOTICE (WITH PORTRAIT). 

WAI.TER RUT1\ 1842-1924. 

With deep regfret we have to record the passin^ij of the Senior Fellow of 
this Society, Walter Rutt, on the 17th May, at his home in C'ollejj^e Park. 

It is comforting to have the assurance of his friends that he did not suffer, 
but maintained his usual health and interests practically up to the time of his 
death. 

Only two days previously he visited the Society's rooms, and after perform¬ 
ing various duties connected with his office, inserted his photograph in the 
Society's album. He was well on Saturday morning, but developed what 
appeared to be a slight cold during the day. This did not, however, cause him 
to retire before his usual hour at 9.30. At 11 o'clock he was dead. 

His death will be regarded as the removal of a familiar landmark, which 
has witnessed the growth, the expansion and vicissitudes of fortune, of this 
Society during the last 55 years. 

Though his life appears to have been singularly devoid of striking incident 
and deep contrasts, such as fall to the lot of some men, it was nevertheless a 
life of good and useful purpose and <juict achievement. 

He was born in London, where he was educated at University College 
School, and subsequently trained as a Civil Engineer. He migrated to this 
State when he was 27, and immediately entered the Engineer-in-Chief’s Depart¬ 
ment, where he remained until he reached the retiring ? ^e twelve years ago. He 
was in no sense a rover. 

In 1869, soon after his arrival, he became a member of the old Adelaide 
Philosophical Society during the days of its greatest stress and adversity, at a 
time when it was necessary to realize on its books and movable property in 
order to meet its financial obligations. 

At various times, as Hon. Secretary or Hon. rreasurer, he held office for a 
cumulative period of forty years, during which he gave the most devoted and 
meticulous service to the affairs of the Society. 

In 1880, as Hon. Secretary, he was one of the signatories to the memorial 
which petitioned for the Royal permission to change the title of the old Society 
to that of ‘The Royal Society of South Australia.'' 

Mr. Rutt never became President, but occupied the Vice-Presidency from 
1909-1911, 

During his long membership he only contributed two papers to the 
Transactions, one on “The Flight of Birds considered in connection with 
Aerostatics/' and the other “Notes on a Boring at Port Wakefield." 

The photograph in the Society's album, and which appears as the Frontis¬ 
piece to the present volume, was taken in 1917. 


June 12, 1924. 


R. S. Rogers. 
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NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN CRUSTACEA. 

No. 11.(0 

Ky HERnRRT M. Hale. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum,) 

I Read April 10, 1924.] 

Plates I. axd TI. 

Family GNATHIIDAK. 

Two species of these remarkable Isopods have been hitherto noted from 
Australian waters, but no member of the suborder has been previously recorded 
from the southern coast. 

The characteristic pseudo-mandibles of the male are doubtless utilized to 
grasp the female during copulation. In describing a sponge-dwelling species 
from South Africa, Barnard writes: “The male was found either sitting in the 
mouth of the burrow with the mandibles just projecting or clasping the 
female.*^ 

In each of the species listed below, the male is known from only one speci¬ 
men. Undoubtedly a great number of small forms of Oustacea inhabiting the 
waters of South Australia remain to be collected. 

Gnathia, I.x?ach. 

Gncthia, Ix’ach, Kdmb. Encycl., vii., 1814, p. 402; Barnard, Ann. South Afr. Mus., x, 
1014, p. 201, and xvii., 1920, p. 332 (syn ). 

Anccus, Hesse, Comptes rendus, 1855, and Ann. Sci. Nat. (4), ix., p. 93. 

Aitcacus, Ilesse, Ann. Sci. Nat. (5), xix., 1874, p. 8. 

Key to Males of Australian Species. 

a. Medial length of head three-fourths, or ni(»rc than three-fourths, the 
greatest width. Third and fourth thoracic segments separated by 
a marked constriction. 

b. Dor.sum of head almost covered with small, rounded, uniform 
tubercles; not areolalc; not‘deeply excavate anteriorly. Fifth 
and sixth thoracic segments mcdianly divided dorsally. Length, 

2*5 mm. tatidens 

bb. Dorsum of head with large and small tul)crcles on anterior third 
only; remainder with large and distinct arcole.s; deeply and 
broadly excavate anteriorly. Fifth and sixth thoracic segments 

not split. Length, 4*1 mm. .. mulicraria 

an Medial length of head less than three-fourths the greatest width. 

Third and fourth thoracic segments not separated by a con¬ 
striction. 

r. Anterior margin of head deeply incised, with a median tooth which 
docs not reach to the level of the antcro-lateral angles of head. 

^ Eyes small. Mandibles large, longer than head. Fifth and 

sixth thoracic segments not split dorsally. ferox 

cc. Anterior margin of head prtxluced, the middle reaching licyond 
level of antcro-lateral angles of head. Eyes moderately large. 

Mandibles .small, about one-half length of head. Fifth and sixth 
thoracic .segments medianly divided dorsally. pustulosa 

The characters given for G. ferox arc taken from Hasweirs description and 
figure. 

(1) No. I. appeared in Rec. S. Austr. Mus., 1924. 

(«> Barnard, Ann. South Afr. Mas., xvii., 1920, p. 334. 
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(jNathia ferox, Haswell. 

Aficrus frro.v, llasw., Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wale.*?, ix., 1885, p. 1005, pi. lii,, fiKs. 1-5. 

//flfr. -New South Wales: Port Jackson. 

(jNatiiia latidens, ]k‘(l(lard. 

Anccus latidens, Beddard, Proc. /.<.w»l. Soc., 1886, p. 120, and Rop. Sci. Res “( hallonger” 
(Zool,), xvii., 1886, p. 141, pi. xviii., fig. 11. 

11 ah .—Northern Au.stralia, Flinders Passafje, 7 fins. 

Gnathia mulieraria, n. sp. 

PI. i., figs. 1-8; pi. ii., 6gs. 1-3. 

6 . Head larp[e, sulKjiiadrate in outline, the medial length more than three- 
fourths the width; dor.sum anteriorly forwardly inclined and broadly excavated, 
the depression deepest and widest in front; at ba.se of head is a small furrow 
on each side of the median line; at the bottom of the large excavation is a 
large, elongate-oval tubercle, almost one-third the length of the head and arising 
near the anterior margin of the head; on each side of the central tubercle is a 
large, ohtusely-conical tubercle, behind which, and nearer the eye, is another 
similar but smaller projection; to the rear of th(* latter is an obliciue row of 
three tiny tubercles; posterior three-fourths of dorsal ‘surface with eight large 
arcoles; on the interspace alongside the outcrmo.st of these is a longitudinal 
row of tiny spinules; anterior margin of head sinuate, proinincMitly tridentately 
produced between mandibles; antero-lateral angles crowned with a forwardly- 
directed, unevenly-quadrate tuliercle, which overliangs the base of the antennae. 
Kyes small, their longitiulinal diameter one-fourth the length of the head. 
Antennae long, the first pair extending to the secamd-third of the fourth joint 
of the second pair. First joint of superior antennal peduncle longer than second 
joint ; third much longer, two and one half times as long as second; flagellum 
five-jointed, second ami third joints longest, subeiiual in length. 1'hird join" 
of peduncle of inferior antennae as long as first and second together; fourth 
nearly half as long again as third; flagellum seven-jointed. Mandibles large 
and prominent, a little shorter than head, scoop-shaped on inner surface; intero- 
inferior edge crenulale and superior edge incrassatt*, notched at the Jirst fourth 
of the length; di.stal portion bent u|)wards and inwards. 

Thorax .—Second to sixth segments with more or les.*^ distinct small arcoles. 
First short, almost as wide as head, strongly constricted on each side; closely 
coalesced with head, the suture rather indistinct. Second medianly as long as 
first, the antero-lateral portions curved forwards, but not quite reaching head; 
lateral edges twice as long as medial length; posterior margin slightly sinuate. 
Third as long as first and .second together. Fourth separated from third by a 
marked constriction; nearly one-third longer than third; tumid on each side, 
the swellings almost meeting medianly. Fifth slightly longer medianly than 
fourth; lateral margins longer owdng to concave po.sterior margin; slightly 
swollen towards sides. Sixth twice as long as third, the lateral portions swollen, 
produced backwards postcro-laterally; sides sinuate. Segments one, two, three, 
and five are subequal in width; segments four and six are narrower; segment 
seven small and inconspicuous, little more than one-third the wddth of the sixth 
and not as wide as tlic abdomen. 

Abdomen moderately large, more than one-fourth of the total length ex¬ 
clusive of the mandibles. Epimera prominent. Sixth (telsonic) segment as 
long as wide, the margins sinuate; posterior portion with a strong hair on 
esich side; apex subacute with two setae. Uropoda elongate, subtruncate 
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apically; inner branch (not counting marginal setae) extending to level of termina¬ 
tion of abdomen, as long as, but wider than outer branch; terminal setae as 
long as uropods and their peduncle together. 

Peraeopods. —First pair operculiform, two-jointed; basal joint large with 
three distinct areoles; fringe of hairs on inner edge rather stout, spaced; 
.second joint one-fifth as long-as first, subcircular, with several setae at apex. 
.Second to sixth pairs moderately strong, armed with a few spines and some long 
hairs. 

Pleopods short, with long apical setae; about one-fifth as long as abdomen. 

Colour (during life).—Antennae, legs, mandibles, and tubercles of head 
white. Aeroles of dorsum of head and thorax yellow; interspaces pale brown, 
closely dotted with brown chromatophores. which become larger and more 
diffused on the posterior two-thirds of thorax. First to fifth abdominal segments 
pale yellow, with a few chromatophores at sides; telsonic segment, uropods and 
pleopods subhyaline. 

Length (excluding mandibles), 4*1 mm.; width of head, I'l mm.; greatest 
width of thorax, 1 *05 mm.; len^h of abdomen, 1 *05 mm. 

Praniza Larva. — Head small, subtriangular, with the mouth parts projecting. 
Eyes large, occupying nearly the whole of the lateral margin. First antennae 
as long as peduncle of second pair. Flagellum of superior antennae four-jointed, the 
.second joint much the longest. Fourth joint of peduncle of inferior pair twice 
as long as third joint; flagellum seven-jointed. 

Thorax. —First segment short, narrow, incon.spicuous. Second wider than 
head, a little curved forwards. Third longer and wider than second. Fourth, 
fifth, and sixth more or less swollen, the posterior sutures of fourth and fifth 
indiscernible. Seventh small, narrower than abdomen. 

Abdomen. —Much as in adult male. 

Peraeopods. —The six pairs of subprehensile legs are relatively much more 
slender than in the male. 

Colour. —Head pale testaceous, with a few crowded black spots. Thorax 
milk-white, with a few scattered, hieroglyphic-like black chromatophores. First 
to fifth segments of abdomen white with sparse black chromatophores; telsonic 
segment, uropods and pleopods subhyalinc. '' 

Length, 3*1 mm. to 3*7 mm.; greatest width of thorax, *91 mm. to 1*35 mm. 

Hab. —South Australia*. Gulf St. Vincent, 7-8 fms. (H. M. Hale). Type, 
South Australian Museum (Reg. No., C. 198). 

A single male, and several Praniza larvae, presumably belonging to the same 
species, were taken from amongst masses of Zostera brought up in the dredge, 
during a recent excursion of the Field Naturalists’ Section of the Royal Society. 

I'he large mandibles, distinctive tubercles, and large excavation of the fore 
part of the dorsum of the head, are salient characters for this species. 

Onathia puatuloaa, n. sp. 

PI, ii., figs. 4-7. 

$. Head large, transverse, about one and two-thirds times as wide as 
medianly long; almost wholly covered with small granules and not divided 
into areoles; anterior margin a little produced forwards and medianly slightly 
bilobed; antero-lateral margins incrassate; a longitudinal, mesial furrow on 
dorsum for about three-fourths of the len^h, deepest anteriorly, and a shallow 
fovea on each side of posterior portion of head; ubder margin concave. Eyes 
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small, their lonfjitudinal cHameter about fotir and onc-half times in the width 
of the head. Superior antennae short and stout; second joint of peduncle 
a little shorter than first, the third one and two-thirds times as long as second; 
flagellum five-jointed, the first joint short and the second about as long as the 
third and fourth together. Inferior antennae damaged; fourth peduncular 
joint equal in length to second and third together. Mandibles moderately large, 
not very conspicuous when folded; scoop-shaped on inner surface; less than 
half as long as the head; superior margin notched towards middle of length. 

Thorax. —None of the segments is separated by a constriction. First seg¬ 
ment small and narrow, half the width of the head, with the suture distinct; 
surface granulate. Second distinctly wider than head, expanded on sides, the 
lateral edges being almut twice as long as the medial length; greater part of 
surface granulate; posterior margin cunvexly sinuate, medianly a little incised; 
antcro-lateral margins in contact with head. Third wider than any other 
segment; expanded on sides, the lateral edges more than twice the medial length, 
which is scarcely greater than that of the first segment; posterior margin con- 
cavcly sinuate, medianly incised, with edges of incision incrassate; granulate 
on part of surface. Fourth a little longer medianly than first three together, 
laterally considerably shorter; anteriorly with a median, suhmarginal tooth, 
which fits beneath the incrassate incision of the preceding segment; ])osterior 
margin almost straight. Fifth split medianly. each of the halves with a nick 
at the middle of the length of the inner edge; posterior margin straight. Sixth 
M)Ht medianly; narrowed posteriorly and with lateral portions slightly swollen, 
seventh one-fourth as wide as sixth, subrcctangular, narrower than abdomen. 

Abdomen small, curved beneath the body. 

Peraeopods. —First pair opercuHform, with the ba.sal joint large. withotU 
apparent areolation and with a fringe of short, fine hairs on inner edge; second 
joint rudimentary. Second to sixth pairs stout, armed with a few blunt spines, 
tubercles, and hairs. 

Plcopods one-half as long as the abdomen, without setae. 

Colour (in spirit).—Dirty yellow with granulae and mandibles white. Eyes 
black. 

Length (excluding mandibles), 3*15 mm.; width of head, 1*01 mm.; 
greatest width of thorax, 1*18 mm. 

9 (distended with ova). Head rounded in front, very slightly concave 
medianly. Eyes about half as long as head. 

Peraeopods much more slender than in male. 

Thorax, — ^All of the sutures are discernible, those of the swollen portion 
(fourth to sixth) rather indistinct. Ova subreniform. 

Colour, —White with eggs yellow. 

Length, 3*2 mm.; greatest width of thorax, 1*55 mm. Ova: length, *29 mm. 
to *35 mm.; width, *19 mm. to *24 mm. 

Hab, —South Australia; Glenclg (W. H. Baker). Type, South Australian 
Museum (Reg. No., C 199). 

A single pair, somewhat mutilated. Some years ago Mr. Baker found 
these clinging to a sponge washed up near the mouth of the Palawalonga Creek 
after heavy weather. In both sexes the abdomen is small and curved beneath 
the thorax; owing to the poor condition of the specimens it is not possible to 
accurately figure the telson, etc. 

Besides the characters given in the introductory key, this species differs 
froirt the other three Australian species as follows;—The anterior margin of 
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the head is not tridentate, as in G. latidens and G. mulieraria, or excavated, as 
in G. ferox. As in C. latidens, the head is almost uniformly tubcrculate dorsally, 
and the fifth and sixth thoracic segments are medianly split; the granules, how¬ 
ever, are smaller, the third and fourth thoracic segments are not separated by a 
constriction, and the mandibles are much smaller than in that species. The 
dorsum of the head has a median anterior furrow and two posterior foveae, 
whereas G. latidens has only*a posterior median groove. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATES I. and II. 

Plate I. 

Fig. 1. Gnathia mulieraria, male; enlarged 25 diams. 

„ 2-4. Dorso-interior, ventral and lateral views of right pseudo-mandible; enlarged 
50 diams. 

„ 5. Superior and inferior antennae; enlarged 125 diams. 

„ 6. First peraeopod; enlarged 50 diams. 

„ 7, Second peraeopod; enlarged 50 diams. 

„ 8. Terminal segments of abdomen and uropods; enlarged 100 diams. 

Plate II. 

Fig. 1. Praniza larva of Gnathia mulieraria; enlarged 28*5 diams. 

„ 2. Superior and inferior antennae; enlarged 143 diams. 

• „ 3. Tip of maxilla; enlarged 336 diams. 

„ 4. Gnathia pustulosa, male; enlarged 28*5 diams. 

„ 5. Dorso-interior view of left mandible; enlarged 143 diams. 

„ 6. Superior antenna; enlarged 143 diams. 

„ 7. First peraeopod; enlarged 57 diams. 
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STUDIES IN AUSTRALIAN AQUATIC HEMIPTERA. 

No. IV.(i) 

By Hkrhert M. Hale. 

[Read April 10, 1924.] 

The Corixid Genus Diaprepocokis. 

Plate 111. 

In 1897 Kirkaldy described a Corixid from south-eastern Australia which 
differed so considerably from any other known species that he erected for its 
reception the inonotypic mentis Diaprcpocoris, Kirkaldy’s specimens of the type 
species are cited as being females, but in 1922 the writer pointed out that super¬ 
ficially the male can be distinguished only when the wings arc extended. The 
abdominal segments in this sex are not strikingly disordered as in other members 
of the genera of Corixidae; the fifth and sixth dorsal segments are, however, 
split, and these and the terminal segment are comparatively slightly asymetrical, 
the irregularity being scarcely discernible on the venter. Also, the male has 
another sexual character, a curious apparatus, which the writer has supposed 
to be stridulatory, on the fifth and sixth dorsal abdominal segments. 

In his original description Kirkaldy remarks: “Palae bisegmentate. . . . 

This second segment appears to be a genuine second tarsal segment, not a single 
claw.*^ The palae of the type species are thin, sublimate, and the inner face is 
not as deeply spooned, or as widened, as in the majority of the Corixids. 

There are now available two other species, which, while undoubtedly con¬ 
generic with D, barycephala, differ quite considerably in the form of the palae, 
which approach in shape those of the Corixa group; the pronotum in both of 
the new forms is even more transverse than in the type species. 

Prof. Hungerford has proved that, without doubt, most of the water boatmen 
are largely herbaceous feeders, and that the remarkably modified anterior tarsi 
(or palae) are excellently formed for the scooping up of decayed vegetable 
matter, infusoria, etc., from the bottom of ponds. In aquaria Hungerford 
recommends feeding these bugs with fmcly-minced water weed, which in a short 
time encourages the propagation of astonishing quantities of infusoria. The 
writer has successfully maintained Corixids thus, and it may also be noted that 
some of our larger forms, such as Forocorixa curynome, readily feed upon 
mosquito larvae when supplied to them. 

One American species of the family, Cymaihia aniericana, Hussey, is known 
to be carnivorous; the palae of D, haryccphala arc structurally somewhat similar 
to that species. The palae of the other two species described below indicate 
that their feeding habit is more in accordance with that of most other Corixids. 
The so-called second tarsal joint of D, haryccphala seems to be a well-developed 
palal claw; in Cymaihia americana the claw is quite as strong. 

Ocelli are said to be absent in the Corixidae, but in the three species of 
Diaprcpocoris there is a tiny, circular, very slightly convex, blackish area on the 
notocephalon near the inner margin of each eye; this appears to be a small 
ocellus, and should be regarded as of generic importance. 

U) Nos, l.-^IIL appeared in Rec. S. Austr. Mus., 1922-1924. 
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Diaprepocoris, Kirkaldy. 

Diaprepocoris, KirkaWy, Ann. Mag, Nat. Hist. (6), xx,, 1897, p. 52; Hale, Rcc. 
S. Austr. Mus., i., 1922, p. 328. 

Type, D, barycephala, Kirkaldy. 

This genus may be separated from its allies by the following combination 
of characters. Notocephalon"shining; two ocelli present. Pronotum very short 
and finely rugose, without transverse lines of colour. Scutellum large, at least 
three-fourths as wide as the prothorax, dull, clothed with tiny hairs. Hemelytra 
more or less dull, without small vermiculate or angulatc markings; clavus and 
corium clothed with fine hairs. Palae similar in both sexes, with the terminal 
claw stout. Face convex in both sexes. I^st three visible dorsal segments of 
abdomen of male asymmetric and split; without strigil, but with a .stridulating 
apparatus, composed of two articles, lying on the fifth dorsal segment, a little 
to the right of the mid-line of the body. 

Distribution (as at present known): Southern ^nd Eastern Australia, 
Tasmania, and New Zealand. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Notocephalon about as long as, or slightly longer than, its width at base 
between eyes, distinctly conically produced in front of eyes. 

Length, 6 mm. to 8 mm. 

b. Pronotum four to six times wider than medial length. Palae in 
dorso-lateral view sublimate; interior concave face narrow, with 
the longest of the hairs fringing the lower margin not longer than 
greatest width of pala./>. baryccphala 

bb, Pronotum nine times wider than medial length. Palae in dorso¬ 
lateral view falcate; interior concave surface wider, with the 
longest of the hairs fringing the lower margin much longer than 

greatest width of pala. .. D. sealandiae 

aa, Notocephalon wider posteriorly than medianly long, rounded in front 

and not much prefaced in front of eyen. Length, 5 mm . D, person<ita 

Diaprepocoris BARYCEPiiALA, Kirkaldy. 

PI. Hi., figs. 1 and 5. 

Diaprepocoris baryccphala, Kirkaldy, loc* cit,, p. 53; Hale, loc. cil., p. 329, fig. 350. 

Hab. —South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales, and Tasmania. 

Diaprepocoris personata, n. sp. 

PI. Hi., figs. 2, 4, and 7. 

3 . Notocephalon ochraceous, basally suffused with darker colour; rounded 
in front and a little produced in front of eyes; medial length less than width 
between intcro-postcrior angles of eyes; a very obsolete median carina towards 
base of head. The slightly raised exposed area of pronotum black, reaching to 
lateral edges of thorax, almost ten times as wide as medial length; very finely 
rugose, .slightly shining; lateral angles acute; anterior margin shallowly, con- 
cavely incised in the middle; posterior margin a trifle sinuate. Scutellum 
brownish-black, finely punctate and clothed with tiny pale hairs; wider than long 
and three-fourths as wide as prothorax, Hemelytra subc^aque; clavus and 
corium olivaceous-yellow, slightly glossy, moderately densely clothed with hlntk 
hairs; inner edge of clavus black; membrane sordid yellow, infuscated With 
blackish on exterior edge, dull, and with an indication of a branching nervure; 
embolium brownish-black on inner half, narrowly bordered with ochraceous on 
external edge. When folded the hemelytra appear black owing to the dark 
colour of dorsum^ of abdom^, ochraceous, the intcrm<xliate tarsi apically 
blackish; swimming hairs of posterior dark brown. Palae falcate in dorso* 
lateral view; fringing hairs of interior scoop brownish; anterior tibiae with a 
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few small spines, closely embracing base of palae; anterior femora with three 
or four short and stout spines on dorsal side near apex; and with inner face 
(against which the tibiae fits when the leg is flexed) flattened and somewhat 
excavate. Intermediate claws subequal in length to tarsi. 

Length, 5 mm.; width of prothorax, 1‘9 mm. 

9. Length, 5 mm.; width of prothorax, 2 mni. 

Hab .—Western Australia: Swan River (type loc.) .and Mundaring (J. 
Clark). 

The short head, very transverse pronotum, and falc.alc palac arc the salient 
features of this species when compared with D. baryccphala. The stridulatory 
apparatus on the abdomen of the male is exactly as in the last-named species. 

Only two examples were collected; the type was taken by Mr Clark from 
the nest of an ant (iridomyrmex conifer) which he was engaftcd in working for 
inquiline Coleoptera. 

Diaprepocoris zealandiae, n. s]). 

PI. ii)., fig.s. 3 and 6. 

9. Notocephalon te.staceous, conically produced in front of eyes, its width 
at base between eyes about equal to the medial length; with a very obsolete 
Carina towards base of head; posterior margin of head almost eveidy concave. 
The slightly raised area of pronotum ochnaceous, not reaching to laler.il edges 
of thorax and nine times as wide as medial length, rugo.se, the rugae subnitid; 
lateral angles .subacute; anterior margin shallowly concavely inci.sed medianly 
and posterior margin very slightly sinuate. Scutellum testaceous, finely rugose, 
and clothed with very short, .sparse pube.scence; w'ider than long and three- 
fourths as wide as the prothorax, llemelytra sordid \ellow: clavu.s and corium 
clothed with fine golden hairs, longer than those of scutellum; embolium 
ochraceous, a little infuscated on inner half. Legs testaceous. Palac falcate 
in dorso-lateral view; anterior tibiae closely entbracing base of palae. Inter¬ 
mediate legs rather stout. 

Length, 6*1 mm. wide; width of prothorax, 2-1 mm. 

Hab .—New Zealand (Pascoe Coll., in Hritish Museum). 

A single, somewhat damaged specimen of this species is before me. It 
superficially resentbles D. baryccphala, but the form is slightly more elongate, 
the pronotum is .shorter, and the palae are very different. It may be separated 
from D. personala by the larger and more conically produced head, the nar¬ 
rower and more rugose pronotum, etc. 


EXPLANATION OF PI-ATE III. 

Fig. I. Diaprepocoris baryccphala, male, from Lucindalc. South Australia. 

„ 2. Diaprepocoris personafa, male, from Swan River, Western Australia. 
„ 3. Diaprepocoris aealaitdiac, female, from New Zealand. 

„ 4. Dorsum of abdomen of D, personata, male. 

„ 5. Anterior leg of D. barycephala, male. 

„ 6. Anterior leg of D. personata, male. 

„ 7. Anterior leg of D. sealanduu, female. 

Figs. 1 to 4 enlarged 11 diameters; figs. 5 to 7 enlarged 36 diameters. 
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THE FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 
INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. IS.—THE PEARSON ISLAND RAT AND THE 
FLINDERS ISLAND WALLABY. 

By F. Wood Jones. D.Sc., F.Z.S.. 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Adelaide. 

[Read April 10, 1924.] 

Since the other papers of this series (Nos. 2 and 6) that deal with Mammals 
were written, two further mammalian forms have been added to the list of the 
i.sland fauna. In both cases these animals belong to new species confined, so 
far as is known, to the islands upon which they were obtained. 

The Pearson Island Rat. 

In contribution No. 2, on the Monodelphian Mammals (vol. xlvi., 1922, p. 
191), it was noted that “Pearson Island is probably the home of two Murines, and 
it is hoped that these species may one day be made known to science.'^ It was 
suggested that two species were present because during a visit to the island on 
February 16, 1922, the present writer saw a rat, which appeared to be dark, almost 
bluish, in colour, between two granite boulders on Middle Island, and another 
member of the party reported having seen a light fawn-coloured rat on the open 
slope of North Island. As a result of fairly extensive trapping on the group 
during the longer visit of 1923,1 have now no doubt that there is only one species 
of rat present, and the different impressions of the animal conveyed to two 
observers were due to different circumstances under which the brief view of the 
specimens was obtained. As a matter of fact, neither description is correct; the 
rat is not dark and bluish, as it appeared in the deep shade, nor is it pale and 
fawn coloured, as it appeared in the brilliant sunlight. Specimens captured 
during the 1923 visit were sent to Mr. Oldfield Thomas, at the British Museum, 
and by him they were described and named, in compliment to Sir George Murray, 
Rattus nturrayi. The original description of the type specimen (Ann. and Mag. 
Nat. Hist., Ser. 9, vol. xi., p. 601, May, 1923) is as follows:— 

Rattus murrayi, 

“Most nearly allied to R. greyi of the mainland. Size about as in that animal. 
I'ur fine and soft. General colour greyish washed with buffy-brown, the grey 
showing through the brown more than in A^ greyi, and the general tone conse¬ 
quently paler. Under surface drabby-grey, the hairs btoadly slaty at base, their 
tips drabby-whitish; line of demarcation scarcely marked. Hands and feet 
white, with a certain darkening on the metopodials and digits which is not pre¬ 
sent in R. greyi. Tail rather shorter than in R. greyi, but imperfect or diseased 
in most of the specimens, this being, perhaps, due to severe competition in a 
small island. 

“Skull essentially similar to that of R. greyi, with similarly reduced supra¬ 
orbital ridges; but the palatal foramina are more widely open and the bullae are 
rather larger^he latter a character one would not expect to find in an island 
animal. Moiffs conspicuously smaller than in R. greyi, and, indeed, far smallet 
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in proportion to the skull than in the jjrcat majority of the species of Rattus. 
Dimensions of the type (measured on the spirit-specimen before skinning):— 
Head and body, 134 mm.; tail, 116; hind fool, 28; ear, Skull: greatest 
length. 36-4; condylo-incisive length, 34; nasals. 14*6; interorbital breadth, 5; 
breadth of brain case, 15-2; palatal foramina, 7*5x3; length of bullae, 6*7; 
upper molar scries, 5*1. 

“This distinct species is readily recognizable by its pale colour, shortened 
tail, large bullae, and, most of all. by its unusually small teeth.“ 

This little rat lives almost everywhere upon the three partially detached 
portions of the main island. Upon the South Island the whole of the travertine 
plateau is traversed by runaways which lead, radiating fashion, from central 
burrows which u.sually open into a large ramifying excavation l)eneath a slab of 
travertine. 1'he runs are well beaten down, and traps set in them never failed 
to catch. Upon the open travertine plateau the rats seem mainly to feed upon 
the Mesemhryanthemum, and none of their hollows beneath the travertine pave> 
ment contained any store of food. 

On the Middle Island, and again on the larger North Island, the bulk of 
the rat population is centred on the travertine plateaux; but large communities 
also live among the great granite boulders. Wherever they shelter during the 
day time, the limestone flats, covered with pig-facc and low saltbush, seem to 
provide their nocturnal playground and their source of food. In the one spot, 
on the southern and eastern side of Middle Island, where there is a sandy beach, 
the rats also come down to the sea shore every night to forage over the sand 
above the tide mark. Although, in the deep shade of the spaces between the 
great granite l)Oulders, it is usually possible to see a specimen or two in the day 
time, the rats are distinctly crepuscular «md nocturnal creatures, and as soon as 
dusk comes the travertine plateaux become alive with them. An evening rat 
hunt provided a never-failing source of amusement for the party camped on the 
island in 1923. 

The animal proved to be ridiculously easy to traj), and in this it showed a 
very marked contrast to Leporillns jonesi. on Franklin Island. Cage traps set 
about the camp could be emptied and reset several times during the evening, 
and almost any bait—oatmeal, cheese, bacon, or bread—seemed to attract the 
rats. 1'hose brought l)ack alive lived wtII in captivity ami proved to be very 
gentle and contented little animals; but, unfortunately, they did not breed. As 
in the case of some other animals ob.served in the islands, tlu* males seem to 
vastly outnumber the females, and a very large proportion of tlie rat population 
shows varying degrees of mutilation of the tail. The general appearance of 
/?. murravi is very characteristic; its small size, fluffy coat, and small while 
hands ami feet make it an attractive little animal. It is also remarkably gentle, 
and fresh-caught animals can be handled, if they are not unduly alarmed or 
roughly grasped, without fear of their biting. They thrive on any vegetable 
diet, but seem to be short lived, none of them remaining alive a year after cap¬ 
ture and all of them showing well-marked signs of old age before they died. 

The Flinders Island Wallaby. 

In contribution No. 6, on the Didelphian Mammals (vol. xlvii., 1923, p. 92), 
it was recorded that the wallaby, which Flinders had seen on this island, and 
which was generally supposed to have become extinct, was, in fact, still living 
in small numbers upon the northern point of the island. During our stay on 
the island, in January, 1924, several specimens wftre seen and a male was shot 
and a female snared. The wallaby is one of the Dama group of the section 
Thylogale, and its cranial and extcnial characters are sufficiently distinct from 
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those of other described members of the group to warrant its description as a 
new insular species. The animal is accordingly described here. 

Thylogale iUndersi, n. sp. 

The description of the type, male, specimen is as follows:— 

This is a gracefully-built wallaby of a general grizzled silver-grey colour. 

It differs from the Kangaroo Island wallaby in being more finely built and 
considerably less sturdy. The head is small in proportion to the body, and the 
whole animal elegant compared with the thick-set wallaby of Kangaroo Island. 
The coat has a texture altogether different, in that it is fine, rather short and 
sleek, and lacks the woolly or fluffy appearance typical of T. eugenii. 

] n general colour it is markedly grizzled light grey, becoming strongly rufous 
over the shoulders in the male. The hairs of the mid-dorsal region measure 
20 mm., and the long, entirely black, hairs which are so conspicuous in T. eugenii 
are absent. The individual hairs are banded with white instead of buff, and the 
majority of them lack the dark tip. 

The face is grey, with a well-marked pale area extendii^ along the upper 
lip to beneath the eye. Dorsal surface of the body, pepper-and-salt grey. Sides 
and back of neck and shoulders rather bright rufous in the male, tawny in the 
female. Upon the occiput there starts a dark mid-dorsal stripe; this stripe is 
very pronounced in the male and may be traced to the lower dorsal region. Chin 
and throat greyish-white; but the lower part of the neck, chest, and abdomen 
coloured almost as the dorsal surface, save that the pepper-and-salt mixture is 
somewhat lighter. Limbs pale fawn. Tail pale grey. 

In the living animal the ears are pinkish-yellow within and but little hairy; 
without, they are clothed by dark-grey hairs. Vibrissae, etc., as in T. eugenii. 

The skull is lightly built and is at once distinguished from that of T. eugenii 
by the narrow nasal tones, the outer margins of which are straight, or nearly 
so, in contrast to the sinuous outer margins of these tones in T. eugeftii. The 
average breadth of the nasal tones is 13’7 mm. in T. fiindersi as opposed to 
19 mm. in the Kangaroo Island wallaby. The constriction of the interorbital 
region is also considerably narrower than that tyincal of the latter animal. In 
T. fiindersi the average minimum breadth of the interorbital constriction is 
14*2 mm. as opposed to 17*1 mm. in the other species. In the form of the nasal 
tones T. fiindersi resembles T. bUlardieri. 


Dimensions. 


Type of Species: Male. 

Female. 


Head and body 




570 

510 


Tail 

• « t « 

, , 

* ^ 


410 

340 


Hind 

foot 


* * 


132 

118 


Ear 

.. 




47 

50 




DIMENSIONS OF SKULL. 




Male. 

S.A. 



S.A. 

S.A. 



Adult. 

Mus. 

Adult. Adult. 

Adult. Mus. 

Adult. Mus. 

Adult. 


Type: No. 1751 


No. 1750 

No. 1749 


Basal length 

.. 95 

92 

88 

87 

85 85 

84 84 

79 

Breadth 

.. 53 

49 

49 

49 

49 49 

— 46 

47 

Nasals, length 

.. 38 

36 

34 

34 

34 32 

— 34 

33 

Nasals, breadth 

.. 16 

16 

12 

14 

13 12 

—. 14 

13 

Interorbital breadth 14 

AA 

13 

14 

14 IS 

14 IS 

15 

Palate length 

.. 59 

51 

53 

54 

51 50 

50 50 

49 

Diastema 

.. 20 

19 

17 

19 

19 19 

17 17 

19 

HI-M3 

.. 18 

17 

18 

16 

18 16 

18 15 

15 
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For the purposes of comparison the following tables give measurements of 
skulls of r. eugenii from Kangaroo Island and from the mainland of South 
Australia:— 

Kangaroo Isi.and Specimens. 



Average of 

Average of 


So male skullii. 

40 female skulls. 

Basal length 

98-8 


94-8 

Breadth. 

54-5 


52-8 

Nasals, length 

38-7 


36-4 

Nasals, breadth .. 

19-2 


18-9 

Palate length 

59-8 


57-3 

Interorbital constriction .. 

17-1 


171 

Diastema .. 

22-2 


20-7 

M1-M3 . 

19 


19 

Mainland Specimens: South Australian Museum Skulls. 


Pt. Linc’ln Tickcra 

Pt. l-inc’ln 

Pt. Lind’ 




Male. 


No. 1748 No 1755 

No. 1740 

No. 1746 

Basal length 

. . 92 88 

84 

82 

Breadth 

.. 50 50 

48 

50 

Nasals, length 

.. 35 35 

35 

30 

Nasals, breadth .. 

..18 16 

16 

16 

Palate length 

.. 54 51 

55 

55 

Interorbital constriction .. 

..16 16 

14-5 

17-5 

Diastema .. 

.. 23 17 

20 

22 

M1-M3 . 

..17 17 

17 

15 


Flinders observed this animal in 1802, and he states that on the island 
small specie*^ of kangaroo, not bigger than a cat, was rather numerous. I shot 
five of them, and some others were killed by the botanists and their attendants 
and found to be in tolerably good condition.” Even comparatively recently the 
animal was very numerous, and it has been reported that as many as thirty 
thousand were at one time killed on the i.sland. In 1910 a destructive bush fire 
swept the portion of the island occupied by wallabies, and when I visited the 
place in 1920 no trace of them was to be found, and the tenant of the i.sland 
believed them to be extinct. In 1922 I again vi.^^ited the island and found obvious 
evidence of their pre.sence, but no actual specimen was seen. 

During the time spent in camp on the island, in 1924, the study and collection 
of this wallaby were the principal objects to which I devoted attention. The 
tracks were again found in the same restricted area, and on the first visit to the 
spot one was heard to thump in the dense ti-trcc which covers this, the northern, 
corner of the island. Owing to the thick growth of ti>trcc it was extremely 
difficult to observe the animals or to shoot them, and without previous preparation, 
the site was not an easy one in which to snare. Only three animals were actually 
seen by the writer, and one, a male, was shot and a female snared. The animal is 
obviously more agile and quicker in its movements than the examples of 
r. eugenii, living on Kangaroo Island, and it appears to l)e a more elegant 
creature when moving about. 

The present small colony of wallabies occupies only a very restricted area 
upon which the native bush has not been destroyed by various attempts at culti- 
lotion. Although it probably contains a hundred or so individuals, its hold on 
life cannot be considered a very secure one. 'J'he animals are always at the 
mercy of bush fires, having no line of retreat, since they live on a corner of the 
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island that is girt by high and inaccessible cliffs. Moreover, they have to con¬ 
tend against two introduced animals, the feral domestic cat, which has overrun 
the island, and the rabbit. They may at any time, though fortunately this does 
not seem to be at present the case, have to contend against human enemies. In 
January, 1924, the young were entirely independent of their mothers. On 
account of its build being rather more elegant than that of the thick-set Kangaroo 
Island wallaby, it was at one time a favourite with people who cared to have 
wallabies running in their grounds, but at present I believe there are.no descendants 
of these animals living on the mainland. It has also been an inhabitant of the 
Zoological Gardens in Adelaide, but no specimens have been exhibited there for 
many years. 

As mentioned in the previous paper (No. 6), a former tenant of the island 
(Mr. May) has assured me that when the wallabies were numerous there were 
two distinct types living on the island, the one obviously that described as 
Thylogale flindersi, and the other a more rare, slender, yellow wallaby. What 
this second animal was it is impossible to guess; there seem to be no traces 
of it left. 
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ON AUSTRALIAN ANOBIIDES (COLEOPTERA). 

By Arthur M. Lea, F.E.S., Entomologist* South Australiun Museum. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum.) 

[Read May 8, 1924.1 

The species of the subfamily Anobiides of the Ptinidac, although including 
some important ones from an economic point of view, are nearly all .small and 
dingy, and specimens of the sections Xyletininae and Dorcalominat* are difficult 
to manipulate, so that parts of the under surface may be clearly seen, yet these 
must be examined before the genera can be noted with certainty. Very few 
Australian species of the subfamily have been prcviou.sly named. The generic 
details given by Lacordaire^'^ appear of little use, as he seldom mentioned parts 
of the under surface, in particular of the head and sterna, by which the Aus¬ 
tralian genera may be most satisfactorily distinguished; .so for the main divisions 
reliance has been placed on Leconte and Horn.^-^ That many of our genera 
occur in other parts of the world is certain, apart from introduced ones, so that 
some notes on generic features may be useful; the generic table, however, was 
prepared solely with a view to convenience of identification. Recently a list 
was given of the species of the Ptinidcs, and it seems now desirable to give one 
of the Anobiides. based on M. Pic’s catalogue of the subfamily. 

DRYOPHILINAE. 

Dryophilodks australis. Blackb. Dryophilus 

„ iNSK.Nis, Blackb. 

KRNOBllNAE. 

Ernoihus mollis, Linn.<^’^ 

ANOBIINAE. 

SiTODREPA PANicKA, Linn, Trypopitvs 

Anobium i’UNctatum, l)e Geer. Pronus magniventris^ Lea 

domesticum, Fourc. „ median us, Lea 

Hadrobregmus australiensis. Pic. 

PTILININAE.^‘> 

XYLETININAE. 

Lasioderma serricorne, Fab. 

DORCATOMINAE. 

Calymmaderus australiensis, Pic. Dorcatoma lanigera, C)I1.<®> 

Thaptor Caenocara 


O) I^cordaire, Gen. dcs Col., iv. 

(*> Leconte and Horn, Class. Col. N. Am,, 1883, in Smithsonian Misc. Col.. No. 507. 

Lea, Trans. Roy, Soc. S. Austr., 1917, pp. 146, 147. 

Pic, in Junk’s Col. Cat., part 48, Berlin, 1912. 

(5) Ollilf, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1888, p. 1512, records this genus as Australian, 
but without naming a species. 

Recorded as cosipopolitan, but specific Australian localities are herein noted. 

A new genus of the section herein noted (Dcroptilinus), 

Recorded by Pic as a synonym of Calymmaderus, 

(W OlUff, Lc,, p, 1511, overlooked by Pic; but herein proposed as the type of a new genus, 
Aulacanohium, 



Australian Genera of Anobiides. 


A. Head free» front coxae level with intercoxal process. 

a. Antennae simple . 

oa. Antennae with three apical joints greatly enlarged. 

AA. Head with sides capable of being received in prostemal excavations, 
front coxae strongly projecting. 

B. Antennae with four joints ramose . 

BB. Antennae with three apical joints not greatly enlarged (the 
apical one at most modcratelx enlarged). 
h. Mesosternum with an open cavity, continued on to mctasternqm, 

for reception of antennae. 

hb. Mesosternum not cavernous. 

c. Base of lower surface of head deeply bisinuate for reception 

of antennae. 

cc Base not bisinuate or cavernous. 

d. With regular series of punctures on elytra. 

(W. Without such . 

BBB. Antennae with three apical joints much longer, and usually 
much wider, than the preening ones. 

C. Base of lower surface of head deeply bisinuate for reception 
of antennae. 

c. Two basal joints of club each with a loiig ramus 
ce. Club not ramose. 

/. Each side of prostennim with an exposed triangle .. 

ff. Legs concealing sides of prosternum. 

CC. Base of lower surface of head not deeply bisinuate. 

D. Without a concealed sternal cavity. 
g. Mesosternum and metasternum with an open median cavity, 

common to both. .. •. 

gg. Sterna without an open median cavity, 
h. Rear flanks of prosternum oblique .. 

hh. Rear flanks vertical. 

DD. Front and middle coxae separated to allow passage of 
antennae into a concealed sternal cavity. 

E. First joint of club longer than two following combined .. 
EE. First joint shorter, 

F. First joint of club of male with a process more than twice 

as long as its support. 

FF. Process not twice as long as its support. 


Dryophilodcs 

Ernohius 


Deroptilinus 


Trypopitys 


Lauoderma 

Taswanobium 

Sccretipcs 


Aulacanobium 

Picoelocephalus 

PcUocryptus 


Anobium 

Sitodrepa 

Pronus 


Calymmadrrus 


Cacnocara 

Dorcatoma 


Notes on Table. 

oa. Drvophiltis is allied to Ernobius, but I have not seen any Australian specie.s, 
although Olliff records the genus as occurring in New South Wales. 

AA. The head is usually seen resting on the breast, concealing part or all 
of the front legs. 

Hadrobregmus has been recorded as Australian, but H, australiensis is an 
Anobium. 

Drvophilodes. 

The numerous small and dingy species, which I refer to this genus, certainly 
all belong to the Dryophilini, but it is probable that they will eventually be referred 
to several genera when the species can be compared with associated ones occurring 
elsewhere, and particularly with the New Zealand genus Sphindiieles, and similar 
genera, but at least they may all be referred to Dryophilodes by the generic 
table given herein. Much importance in the group is sometimes attached to the 
sides of tl\e prothorax, so that D. serricamis and D, marginicoUis, whose pro- 
thoracic marpns are conspicuously wider than on all others, are almost certain 
to be considered as belonpng to a different genus, or to two different genera. 
In the event of the genus being split tqi, D. subcytindricMs, D. n^ilans, 
D. angustus, and JD. minor should be kept together, and D. poUtus and /). 
subopacus, which are certainly close to Sphinditelis, should also be kept together. 
The prothorax of many species, as viewed from in front, appears to have the 
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sides evenly arcuate from the base to the middle, then evenly rounded to the 
apex, but when viewed from behind, or from directly above the scutellum, each 
side appears to be acutely produced in the middle, or even spinose; but the 
apparent acuteness varies so much with the point of view, and the gradations 
between the extremes of the genus are so gradual, that they cannot he employed 
for the major divisions of a tabic, although often useful for distinguishing some 
of the species. The hind angles are sometimes produced to the sides, when, If 
small, they are not easily seen, and so the prothorax may appear to have obtuse 
ba.sal angles, sometimes they arc produced slightly backwards, on to the elytra 
near the shoulders, on such specimens they usually appear decidedly acute, 
although they may be actually 90 degs. or more. On most species the hind 
angles are more densely clothed tlian the rest of the prolhorax, frequently 
appearing whitish, but as the pubescence is easily abraded or disarranged not 
much reliance can be placed upon it; the density of the pubescence also makes an 
apparent difference, except on close examination, to the degrees of the angles 
and the arcuation of the sides. The lineate arrangement of the clytral punctures 
is conspicuous on some species, and faintly or not at all traceable on others, but, 
even wdien not traceable elsewhere, a faint lineate arrangement on the basal slope 
may appear or disappear from various points of view. 1 have not usually con¬ 
sidered it necessary to describe more than the colour of the under surface, but 
the parts of all species were examined; the apical half of the metasternuni has a 
deep median line, and, unless otherwise mentioned, the apical segment of the 
abdomen is either flat, or has a more or less shallow median impression; it may 
sometimes be used for distinguishing the sexes, but not commonly so. All the 
species have the head with small crowded punctures, often partially concealed 
by pubescence. The eyes are always prominent, but vary in size from small to 
moderately large. Many of the species may be beaten from eucalyptus foliage 
affected by various kinds of gall-insects. 

Table of Species of Dryopuilodes. 

A. Elytral pubescence forming more or less conspicuous markings. 

a. Elytral pubescence mostly pale, with a large dark patch on suture 

b. Sutural patch as in ng. 1 . 

bb. Sutural patch as in hg. 2. 

bbb. Sutural patch as in hg. 3. 

aa, Elytral pubescence not as in a. 

c. Pubescence in irregularly alternate golden aiKl white vittae 
fc. Three transverse series of small spots 

A A. Elytral pubescence uniform or almost so. 

B. Antennae conspicuously serrated . 

BB. Antennae filiform, or at most feebly serrated. 

C. Sides of prothorax distinctly arcuate towards base, hind angles 
acute. 

<#. Basal third of prothorax completely clothed with white 

pubescence . 

dd. Base of prothorax without white pubescence, or only in angles, 
e. Elytral pubescence longer than usual, and lineate in arrange¬ 
ment . 

cf. Ejytral pubescence short and uniform. 

/. Elytral punctures not distinctly seriate in arrangement on 
basal half. 

g. Apical segment of abdomen conspicuously bifoveate .. 
gg. Abdomen not bifoveate. 
h. Prothorax not at all black, 
f. Sides of prothorax viewed directly from above 
conspicuously angulate in middle. 

y. Size moderate ., .. . • . 

yy. Size smaU . 

a. Sides of prothorax, so viewed, not angulate in 
middle. 


instgtns 

pyrifet 

saifiltifrr 

pictus 

htus 

scrricorttis 

hasicollis 

pilipennis 

bifovciventris 

squaiidus (in part) 
orthodoxus 

metasternalis 
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hh. Prothorax partly or entirely black. 
k. Without a hnely impressed line at base of pronotum 
kk, A finely impressed line at base of pronotum, 

^ I, All joints of antennae conspicuously longer than 
wide .. .. . * .. .. .. •• 

//. Some of the median joints of antennae very little 
or not at all longer than wide, 

m. Size moderate ., . 

mm. Size minute . 

ff, Elytral punctures, «t least on basal half, more or less 
seriate in arrangement. 

n. Prothorax black. 

o. Bases of prothorax and of elytra of two contrasted 

shades of colour .. .. . 

00 , Bases similarly coloure<l. 

p. Length less than 3 mm. 

pp. Length 3 mm. or more, 

q. Elytra more than thrice the length of prothorax 
qq. Elytra not thrice the length of prothorax 
nn. Prothorax at most dark brown. 

r. Each elytron at base wider than median length of 
prothorax 

rr. Each elytron narrower than median length of 
prothorax. 

s. Seriate punctures of elytra not di.stinct to middle .. 
ss. Seriate punctures distinct to beyond middle. 

t. Sides of prothorax, as viewed obliquely from 
behind, apparentlv spinose. 

u. Interstices on basal half of elytra aspirate- 

punctate or granulate. 

nu. interstice.^ there smoother . 

ti. Sides of prothorax, viewed as in t, not apparently 
spinose. 

V, Elytra quite parallel-sided from behind shoulders 
to near apex. 

UK Elytral pubescence extremely short (dust-like) 
uw, Elytral pubescence short but not abnormally 
so. 

X. Interstices between rows of punctures with 
a granulatc<l appearance 
XX, Interstices without a granulated appearance 
Elytra with slightly rounded sides 
CC Sides of prothorax scarcely or not at all arcuate towards base, 
hind angles 90 degs. or more. 

D. Elytral punctures not distinctly lineatc in arrangement. 

y. Thin. 

yy, Q>mparatively robust. 

' ss. Greatest width of prothorax slightly more than that of 

of elytra. 

ssjs. Greatest width of prothorax not more than that of elytra 

a. Derm of elytra not black. 

aa. Derm of elytra black, except on part of apical slope. 

b. Pubescence short and depressed. 

bb. Pubescence longer and looser. 

DD. Elytral punctures more or less distinctly lineatc in 
arrangement. 

E. Comparatively robust. 

c. Pubescence white 6r almost so, and very dense ,. 

CC, Pubescence darker and less dense, 

d. With two shallow medio-basal depressions on pronotum 
dd. Without such, 

e. Derm of prothorax and elytra of two contrasted 
shades of colour. 

/. Elytra scarcely twice as long as wide 
ff. Elytra more than twice as long as wide 
re. Derm of prothorax and elytra not of contrasted 
shades of colour. 


murinus 

acuticollis 

squalidus (in part) 
parvonigrr 

brunneipennis 

apicipennis 

eucalypti 

acutangulus 

brei*icollis 

.suhhumeralis 

rufohrunneus 

senattis 

pulvcrulentus 

inter stitialis 

flavipalpis 

melanostethus 

stibcylindricu,f 

fiitnosHs 

robustus 

niger 

pulJatus 

albatus 

multiseriatus 

laiipennis 

hrrvicomis 
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g. Prothorax with conspicuous lateral margins 
gg. Prothorax with feeble lateral margins. 

h. Prothorax with deiwer and paler clothing on hind 
angles than on disc .. 

hh. Prolhorax without special clothing on hind 
angles. 

i. Prothorax black . 

li. Prothorax not black, 
y. Size minute 
yy. Size larger. 

k. Many joints of antennae scarcely longer 
than wide 

kk. All joints except the second distinctly 
longer than wide 
EE. Comparatively thin. 

F. Prothorax entirely black. 

/. Seriate arrangement of clytral punctures feeble. 

m. Pubescence very short and depressed. 

ntm. Pubescence longer and sloping 
II. Seriate arrangement of elytral punctures distinct, 
fi. Greatest width of prothorax ccjual to base of elytra .. 
tin, (Greatest width of prothorax less than base of cl>^ra. 

0 . Upper surface shining. 

no. Upper surface suhopaque . 

FF. Prothorax at most partly black. 

G. Greatest width of prothorax equal to base of elytra. 

/>. Pubescence very short and depressed. 

f^p. Pubescence with a looser appearance .. 

GG. Greatest width of prothorax less than base of elytra. 

H. Prothorax from some directioas with a distinct 

median line . 

HH. Without such. 

I. Lincate arrangement of elytral punctures distinctly 

traceable to beyond the middle 

II. Lineate arrangement not traceable to middle: size 

much smaller. 


marginicollis 

ul'iquitosus 

ohscuripcnnis 

ahjcctus 

australi.^ ? 
suhapicalis 

vigilans 

planicollis 

nigrinus 

politu.<s 

.Kubopacu.K 

angiLKtu.^ 

minor 

crUyripnmis 

parincoUh 

paUidus 


Notes on Table. 

aa. Specimens of these species, in good condition, are very distinct, but the 
pubescence appears to be easily disarranged or abraded. 

C. The point of view should be from immediately above the scutcllum; on 
these species the arcuation of the sides of the prothorax is distinct in itself, 
although sometimes apparently enhanced by clothing, the hind angles are also 
less than 90 degs. Seen from behind the sides appear angulate in middle. On 
the species of CC the clothing may sometimes cause the sides to appear arcuate, 
although they are really not so, and the angles are usually more than 90 degs. 
When the angles are greasy or dusty, however, it is sometimes difficult to decide 
as to their degrees; J9. parvoniger at first glance appears to have the hind angles 
more than 90 degs,, but on close examination they are seen to be acute, with the 
sides before them arcuate. 

/. In some lights about the basal fourth of D. squalidus a faint lineate 
arrangement appears from certain directions, but on the species of ff the seriate 
arrangement is fairly distinct to the middle, or beyond it. 

g. This character may be confined to the male, but the species is otherwise 
distinct, 

i. On these species, as on many others of the genus, the sides of prothorax 
when viewed from directly above or behind the scutellum, appear to be quite 
strongly angulate in the middle, or even almost spinose, but on altering the point 
of view to a more frontal one this appearance is lost. 

«. All the specimens referred to D. metastemalis appear to belong to but 
one species, but on some of them a faintly lineate arrangement of the punctures 



may be traced. The hind angles, viewed from above the scutellum, certainly 
appear slightly less than 90 degs., but the arcuation of the sides before the base 
is feeble. 

q. There are other differences between D. eucalypti and D. acutangulus, 
particularly in the pronotum and length of antennae, but the comparative lengths 
of the prothorax and elytra are at once apparent when specimens of the two 
species are placed side by side. 

r. This is a comparatively Tobust species, but to appreciate the character used 
to distinguish it from those of rr, it is necessary to hold specimens at such a 
point that the front edge of the prothorax is clearly visible. 

s. It was with some doubts that this species was placed with others of ff, 
as the seriate punctures are but feebly defined even near the base. The speci¬ 
mens, however, have a dark or velvety patch on each side behind the shoulder, 
that is fairly distinct from some directions, although it is not due to pubescence. 

t. On these species the sides of the prothorax, from an angle of about 
45 degs. behind the scutellum, appear to be very sharp, even spinose; on those 
of tt, from the same point of view, the sides appear to be moderately produced, 
but certainly not spinose. 

s. D. fumosus was somewhat doubtfully placed here; see notes under its 
description. 

DD. The lineate arrangement of the elytral punctures is usually sufficiently 
distinct on the basal half, but on many species it becomes vague posteriorly, and 
on a few it is not very sharp even towards the base, although a lineate arrange¬ 
ment is certainly traceable in parts. 

ee. This may only refer to the base of the elytra, which is as dark as the 
prothorax. 

GG. The two species here associated are sufficiently distinct when placed 
side by side, but it is rather difficult to define the differences except in length and 
clothing; there are eight of D. minor before me, all taken together, on some 
of them the prothorax is black with only the front edge obscurely reddish, so 
that they might have been referred to F, where they would be associated with 
D. z’igilons, a much larger and otherwise different species. 

Dryophilooes australis, Blackb. 

A Victorian specimen, measuring 3 mm., was standing in the Blackburn 
collection as D. australis, ^though without a name-label actually transfixed by 
its pin. It differs from the description in being of an uniform dull castaneous- 
brown (not piceous with some parts paler), and with fairly large and close-set 
rows of punctures, distinct to well beyond the middle (on the sides almost to 
the apex); the elytra were described as "obsoletissime striatis," and those of the 
specimen in question might fairly be so regarded in comparison with other 
bwtles, but for the genus the rows are unusually distinct. The specimen has 
been included in the table as australis f, as its identity is certainly doubtful. 

Dryophilodes iNSlGKis, Blackb. Fig. 1. 

One ol the few strikingly marked species of the subfamily. It varies some¬ 
what in size, and is widely distributed, specimens before me bung from northern 
Queensland, New South Wales (Wollongong, National Park, Forest Reefs), 
Victoria (Nelson), South Australia (Gawler, Mount Lofty, Port Lincoln), and 
Western Australia (Garden Isluid). 
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Dryophilodes pyrifcr, n. sp. Fig 2. 

Piceous-brown, abdomen and parts of legs obscurely reddish. Densely 
clothed with whitish scales, obscurely variegated on head and prothorax, elytra 
with a conspicuous somewhat pear-shaped velvety patch of darker scales, and 
with faint stripes, three median segments of abdomen each with a conspicuous 
apical fringe. 

Head with large prominent eyes. Antennae,with second joint rather small, 
third to tenth subequal in length but slightly diminisliing in width, eleventh 
about half as long again as tenth. Prothorax not much wider than long, sides 
slightly arcuate towards base, hind angles somewhat acute, densely and finely 
granulate. Elytra distinctly wider than prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; 
with regular rows of punctures, almost concealed by clothing. Length, 4 mm. 

Hab, —Tasmania: Stanley, on top of ‘*NuF* (A. M. Lea). 

At first glance apparently belonging to /). insignis, but decidedly larger, 
prothorax longer in proportion, and velvety patch of elytra with a parallel¬ 
sided extension to about One-fourth from the base. The head of the type has 
not been abraded, but appears to be densely granulate or punctate; where the 
prothorax has been abraded it is seen to be closely covered with small granules. 

Dryophilodes sagittifer, n. sp. h'ig. 3. 

Piceous-brown. abdomen, legs, and antennae more or less obscurely red¬ 
dish. Densely clothed with white or whitish scales, on the upper surface 
variegated with fawn-coloured ones; the elytra, in addition, with a conspicuous 
velvety patch in middle. 

Eyes rather large and prominent. Antennae moderately long. Prothorax 
not much wider than long, sides moderately rounded, gently arcuate towards 
base, hind angles almost square, derm concealed. Elytra rather narrow, distinctly 
wider than prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with rows of normally almost 
concealed punctures. Length, 2-75-3 mm. 

//afc.-^^ueensland: Dalby (Mrs. F. H. Hobler); New^ South Wales: Sydney 
(A. M. Lea). 

A beautiful little insect, allied to D, insignis, and the preceding species, 
but smaller, and with the velvety patch of different shape, being acutely pro¬ 
duced in front and notched posteriorly, so as to be shaped somewhat like an 
arrow-head; it is also usually conspicuously bordered by snowy scales; beyond 
the velvety patch each elytron has white and fawn-coloured scales (varying in 
extent with the specimen), and with darker patches sublineately arranged, as 
if remnants of vittae. The derm of the head and prothorax is normally con¬ 
cealed, but is apparently covered with small punctures or granules. The hind 
angles of the prothorax, viewed from above the scutellum, appear to be square, 
but from a point perpendicular above each, they are seen to be slightly more than 
90 degs. 

Dryophilodes pictus, n. sp. 

Reddish-castaneous. Clothed with golden-red and whitish pubescence, more 
or less Vittate on elytra; under surface with whitish pubescence. 

Antennae moderately long, second joint small, none of the others transverse. 
Prothorax moderately transverse, sides scarcely arcuate towards base, hind angles 
slightly more than 90 degs.; punctures crowded, small, and normally concealed; 
with a faint median line. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax, not quite 

C rallet-sided; with dense punctures, nowhere distinctly seriate in arrangement, 
ittgth, 3*25-4 mm. 

South Australia; Adelaide (J. G, O. Tepper), Tumby Bay (Rev. 
1\ Blackburn), Ooldea (A. M. Lea); Western Australia: Swan River (Lea). 
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A robust species. On specimens in good condition the putescence is beau¬ 
tifully variegated, but on partial abrasion it appears speckled, instead of longi¬ 
tudinally striped. On the specimens from Tumby Bay and Ooldca the nieta- 
stemum is almost black, on the others it is not at all, or scarcely, darker than 
the abdomen. 


Dryophilodea latus, n. sp. 

Castaneous-brown, metasternlim and other parts sometimes darker. Moder¬ 
ately clothed with somewhat yellowish pubescence, becoming white on under 
surface, and obscurely maculate on elytra. 

Antennae moderately long. Prothorax about once and two-thirds as wide 
as long, sides moderately rounded, hind angles more than 90 degs.. median line 
faint; punctures crowded and small. Elytra slightly wider than widest part of 



Fig. 1, Pattern of elytral marking of Dryophilodes imignis, Blackb.; 2, of D. 
pyrifer, Lea; 3, of D» sagittifcr. Lea; 4, prothorax of O. acuticollis, Lea, as viewed 
from in front; 5, from behind; 6, D. smatus. Lea,*from in front; 7^ from behind; 

D, margtmcoUis,ljiA, from in front; 9, from behind; 10, A Lea, from in 

front; 11, from behind; 12, under surface of head of LwiWrrma Fab.; 13 and 

oi Aulacanobium hnigerum,Oil; 15, of Deltocryptus punctiveniris, Lea; 16 and 17, 
of Dorcatoma irrasa» Lea; 18, antenna of Dcroptilinus granicoUii, L^; 19, of 
Secrctipcs xanthorrhoeac^ Lea; 20. of Aulacanobtum lanigerum, Oil.; 21, of Dicoelo- 
cephalus granipennis, Lea; 22, of D. obscurus, Mac!.; 23, of Deltocryptus puncti- 
ventris, Lea; 24, of D. inamoenus. Lea; 25, of Anobium areoHcolk, Lea; 26, of 
Protms subhumeralu^ Lea; 27, of Calymmaderns pulverulens, Lea; 28, of 
C. inconspicHus, Lea; 29, of Caenocara insignicomis, Lea; 30, of Dorcatoma 
intrerocuhrist Lea; 31, of /), irrasa, Lea; 32, of D. tasmatUensis, Lea; 33, of D, 
modica, Lea; 34, of £). antennaliSt Lea; 35, of D. punctipennU, Lea; 36, of D. 
subcircularis, Lea; 37, of D. punctihtcra, Lea; 38, of £). rkiiobioides, Lea: 39, of 
clHptica, Lea; 40, under surface of Seeretipes xanthorrhocae. Lea; 41, side view 
of DicoilocepkaiMs granipennis, Lea; 42, of D^Uocryptns fmnetiventris, l»ea, 
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prothorax, almost parallel-sided to beyond the middle; punctures crowded and 
nowhere lineate in arrangement. Len^h, 3’25-4'25 rom. 

Hab .—South Australia: Adelaide (A. H. Elston and J. G. O. Tepper), 
Mount Lofty (Tepper); Western Australia: Geraldton (A. M. I.-ea). 

A rofiust and rather dingy species, with outlines much as on the preceding 
one, but differently clothed; the elytra are more densely pube.scent or maculate 
about the base, middle, and near apex than elsewhere, and have the appearance 
as of l)eing irregularly abraded, hut as they are alike on the seven specimens 
before me (including two taken quite recently) this appearance is evidently 
natural. On several specimens the abdomen and metastemum are no darker 
than the elytra, but the metasternum is usually somewhat darker; on one Ade¬ 
laide specimen the sterna and abdomen are entirely black, and the prothorax, 
except in front, is rather deeply infuscated; the specimen from Geraldton is 
similar to the Adelaide one mentioned, except that it is smaller, and that the 
head is also infuscated. 

Dryophilodes aerricomia, n. sp. 

Black; abdomen and posterior, three-fourths of elytra ob.scurely diluted with 
red; antennae, palpi, and tarsi reddish. Clothed with short, depressed, blackish 
pube.scence, becoming somewhat longer and paler on abdomen. 

Eyes prominent but not very large. Antennae not very long, second and 
third joints small, fourth to tenth serrated, eleventh slightly longer than tenth. 
Prothorax about once and two-thirds as wide as long, sides distinctly margined, 
base with a deeply impressed line but interrupted in middle, median line feeble 
but traceable throughout; punctures crowded and small. Elytra no wider than 
prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded and small punctures, 
nowhere lineate in arrangement, but becoming rather coarse near base. Meta- 
sternum with median line from apex to base. Abdomen large, second and fifth 
segments slightly longer than the others. I>cngth, 4 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Mount Tambourine (A. M. Lea). 

From some directions the elytra and abdomen appear to be entirely black. 
The distinctly serrated antennae and comparatively wide prothoracic margins 
are at variance with most species of the genus, but it does not Appear desirable 
to propose a new genus for the reception of the single specimen taken. 

Dtyophilodes basicollis, n. sp. 

Black; elytra and abdomen sometimes obscurely diluted with red; antennae, 
palpi, and parts of legs somewhat reddish. Clothed with short depressed 
pubescence, becoming conspicuously whitish across basal third of prothorax. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae moderately long, first and eleventh 
joints longer than the others, these not much longer than wide. Prothorax 
moderately transverse, sides rather strongly rounded in front, and distinctly 
arcuate towards base, hind angles acute, median line not traceable; punctures 
crowded and small. El^ra no wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel¬ 
sided to near apex; with crowded punctures, nowhere distinctly seriate in 
arrangement. Apical segment of abdomen with a median depression, on each 
side of which is a small protuberance. Length, 2’25-2'75 mm, 

Hab .—South Australia: Poonindie (Rev. T. Blackburn), Quom (A. H. 
Elston), Ardrossan (J. G, O. Tepper), Murray Bridge; Tasmania: Mount 
Wellington (A. M. T.«a). 

On specimens in good condition the white pubescence is conspicuous across 
the entire base of prothorax, but it is comparatively easily disarranged; in some 
lights the el^ra appear to have a median fascia of white pubescence, but it is 
never sharply defined, and varies with the point of view. On two spedmeps 
the derm of the elytra is entirely black, but ,cm the others it? apiad two-thirds, 



25 


or less, is obscurely diluted with red; the abdomen also varies from entirely 
black to obscurely reddish. The Murray Bridge specimen has distinctly longer 
antennae than the others, and the apical segment of its abdomen is simple; 
the differences are probably sexual. 

Dryophilodes pilipennis, n. sp. 

Blackish-brown; head, under surface, antennae, palpi, and legs more or 
less obscurely reddish. Rather densely clothed with stramineous pubescence, 
longer on elytra than elsewhere, and converging to form lines. 

Eyes prominent and rather large. Antennae moderately long and rather 
thin. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides, as viewed from above, strongly 
rounded in front, and strongly arcuate towards base, hind angles acute; with 
crowded punctures. Elytra parallel-sided to near apex; with dense and rather 
sharply defined punctures, of which some rather larger ones are formed into 
numerous distinct scries. Length, 3*5 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Lucindale (B. A. Feuerheerdt). 

"Fhe lineate arrangement of the elytral pubescence and punctures is quite 
distinct. From behind there appears to be a faint but distinct Y on the pro- 
thorax, as the view is altered to a more forward one the Y alters to a V; but 
many other species appear to have similar Y’s and V's. 

Dryophilodes bifovciventris, n. sp. 

Deep black and subopaque; parts of antennae, of abdomen, and of legs 
obscurely diluted with red, palpi flavous. With short depressed pubescence, dark 
on the upper surface, pale on the under surface. 

Antennae not very l<mg, first and eleventh joints moderately long, the others 
not at all, or scarcely, longer than wide. Prothorax moderately transverse, 
sides strongly rounded in front and arcuate towards base, hind angles acute; 
punctures as on head. Elytra no wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel¬ 
sided to near apex, with a shallow longitudinal depression in middle of each; 
punctures crowded and nowhere distinctly lineate in arrangement. Abdomen 
with a large, round, shining fovea on each side of the apical segment. Length, 
3-5 mm. 

Hab, —Victoria: Bitchip (J. C. Goudie, No. 300). 

The abdominal foveae may be confined to one sex, but the species is other¬ 
wise distinct by its deep-black colour, and by the longitudinal depressions on the 
elytra. At first glance the hind angles of the prothorax appear to be rounded 
off, but they arc really small and acute. 

Dryophilodes orthodoxus, n. sp. 

Dark brown or piceous-brown; antennae, palpi, and usually the abdomen, 
paler. Moderately clothed with pale pubescence. 

Eyes small and venr prominent. Antennae not very long. Prothorax 
moderately transverse, siocs as viewed from above somewhat angulate in middle 
and arcuate towards base, hind angles acute, a finely impressed line at median 
base; punctures slightly larger than on head. Elytra at base no wider than 
prothorax, almost parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded punctures, larger 
towards lise than elsewhere. Length, 1-75-2 mm. 

Hob ,—New South Wales: Galston (D, Dumbrell), Sydney, Tamworth, 
Dalmorton (A. M, Lea). 

Structutally close to D, murinus, but smaller, less densely clothed, and pro- 
thorax with the usual finely impressed line across the median base; D, 
pmv0nig9r is narrower^ and with the sides of prothorax different, in addition to 
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being darker. In some lights the punctures about the shoulders appear to be 
obsoletely seriate in arrangement, and the interstices there to be granulate in¬ 
stead of punctate. 

Dryophilodes metastemalis, n. sp. 

Dull castaneous-brown; metasternum, and sometimes the abdomen, darker. 
Moderately clothed with pale depressed pubescence, usually denser in hind angles 
of prothorax. 

Eyes prominent but rather small. Antennae moderately long. Prothorax 
moderately transverse, sides, as viewed from above, rather suddenly deflected 
from middle to apex, somewhat arcuate towards base, hind angles somewhat 
acute. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with 
crowded and small punctures, nowhere distinctly seriate in arrangement. Length, 
l’75-2‘5 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Tumby Bay (Rev. T. Blackburn), Parachilna (H. 
M. Hale), Lucindale (B. A. Feuerheerdt); New South Wales; Wollongong, 
Sydney (A. M. Lea); Queensland: Dalby (Mrs. F. H. Hobicr). 

The metastemum is usually darker than the abdomen and is sometimes 
almost black, as is occasionally the base of the abdomen. From some directions 
the pronotum appears to have a small median elevation near the base; the 
punctures on the basal third of el)dra are larger than elsewhere, and from some 
directions cause the surface to appear granulate. 

Dryophilodes murinus, n. sp. 

Dark piceous-brown or blackish; antennae, legs, and sometimes the 
abdomen, obscurely reddish. Densely clothed with .short, depressed, pale (but 
not white) pubescence, denser on basal half of median line, on hind angles of 
prothorax, and on scutellum than elsewhere. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae thin, but not very long. Prothorax 
moderately transverse, sides, as viewed from above, somewhat produced in 
middle and distinctly arcuate towards base, hind angles acute; punctures crowded 
and normally almo.st concealed. Elytra at base slightly wider than prothorax, 
not quite parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded and rather small punctures, 
nowhere distinctly seriate in arrangement, and larger on and about shoulders 
than elsewhere. Length, 2-2'5 mm. 

Hab. —Tasmania: Huon River; New South Wales: Sydney (A. M. I^a). 

Structurally fairly clo.se to the preceding species, but slightly more robust, 
darker, and with denser clothing. From some directions a subtriangular space 
on each shoulder appears less shining than the rest of the elytra, but this is 
mostly due to the larger punctures there. The absence of a finely impressed 
line across the median base of the pronotum is rare in the genus. The specimen 
from Sydney has the legs black and the pubescence of the upper surface some¬ 
what looser, but the latter feature may be due to accident. 

Dryophilodes acuticollis, n. sp. Figs. 4, 5. 

Black, opaque; antennae, legs, and abdomen dull reddish, palpi paler. With 
very .short pale pubescence, denser on hind angles of prothorax and on scutellum 
than elsewhere. 

Eyes small and very prominent. Antennae rather long and thin. Pro¬ 
thorax scarcely wider at base than the median length; sides, as viewed from 
above, acutely produced in middle, and distinctly arcuate to base, with the hind 
angles acute, a faint ridge along middle; punctures as on head. Elytra 
conspicuously widfer than base of prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with 
crowded punctures, nowhere seriate in arrangement, bnt somewhat larger about 
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shoulders than elsewhere. Abdomen with a medio-apical impression, on each 
side of which is a small acute prominence. Length, 2*75-3 mm. 

Hab, —Tasmania: Hobart (A. M. Lea). 

The type appears to be a male. A second specimen, from Hobart, is 
probably a female, as its abdomen is simple, it is smaller than the type, the 
elytra vaguely diluted with red posteriorly, and the metasternum no darker than 
the abdomen. A specimen from Forest Reefs (New South Wales) appears 
to be another female of the species, but has the under surface black. The pro¬ 
thorax of all the specimens, when viewed from above, or from behind the 
scutellum, appears to have the sides acute or even spinose in the middle, but 
from a frontal view the sides appear rounded from the middle to the apex. 

Dryophilodes parvoniger, n. sp. 

Deep black; antennae, palpi, and legs reddish. Clothed with short, 
depressed, ashen pubescence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae rather short, only the first and eleventh 
joints conspicuously longer than wide. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides 
rounded in middle and arcuate towards base, hind angles somewhat acute; 
punctures slightly larger than on head. Elytra very little wider than widest part 
of prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded punctures, near base 
obscurely lineate in arrangement and larger than elsewhere. Length, 2 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Galston (A. M. Lea). 

A small, comparatively narrow, black species; in some lights the abdomen 
appears obscurely reddish. 

Dryophilodes brunneipennis, n. sp. 

Black; elytra dingy brown; antenmae, palpi, and legs paler. With deprcwssed 
pale pubc.scence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae not very long Prothorax not much 
wider than long; sides, as viewed from above, somewdial j)r()minenl in middle, 
distinctly arcuate towards base, hind angles acute; puncturCvS slightly coarser 
than on head. Elytra slightly wdder than widest part of prothorax, parallel- 
sided to near apex; with dense punctures, somewhat as|ierate and larger on 
basal half than elsewhere, and more or less lineate in arrangement, except on 
parts of the apical slope. Length, 2*25-3 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Lucindale (B. A. I'euerheerdt), Mount Lofty (A. 
H. Elston and J. G. O. Tepper); Western Australia: Geraldton (A. M. Lea) ; 
Tasmania: Mount Wellington (I^a). 

ITie apex of the prothorax is usually narrowly reddish, the abdomen is some¬ 
times as black as the metasternum, but is often obscurely reddish, the femora 
are somewhat infuscated in the middle; on several specimens the sides below 
the shoulders are slightly infuscated. A vague median line may mostly be 
traced on the apical half of the pronotum, and sometimes a vague oblique im¬ 
pression on each side of the middle near base. The lineate arrangement of the 
elytral punctures is distinct from many directions, but from some points of view 
the shoulders appear to be covered with small crowded granules. The specimen 
from Geraldton is rather thinner, and has slightly longer antennae and ptibescence 
than usual. 

Dryophilodes apicipennis, n. sp. 

Black; antennae, palpi, and parts of legs reddish, elytra more or less red¬ 
dish about apex. With short, depressed, pale pubescence. 

Eyes small and very prominent. Antennae moderately long, none of the 
joints transverse. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides prominent in middle, 
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arcuate towards base, hind angles awte, median line fairly distinct, a feeble 
oblique im^ession on each side of middle towards base; punctures larger than 
on head. Elytra slightly wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided to 
near apex; with fairly large asperate punctures, in rows about basal half and on 
sides, becoming smaller and irregular posteriorly. Length, 2-2*5 mm. 

Hob .—South Australia: Mount I^fty (S. H. Curnow, A. H. Elston, and 
J. G. O. Tepper). 

Structurally rather close to the preceding species, but elytra deep black 
except posteriorly, where on two specimens they are obscurely diluted with red, 
and on two others distinctly reddish. 


Dryophilodes eucalypti, n. sp. 

Black, opaque; abdomen and tarsi obscurely reddish, palpi paler, elytra 
obscurely diluted with red posteriorly. Moderately clothed with short, depressed, 
dingy pubescence. 

Eyes prominent and moderately large. Antennae rather long, all the joints 
distinctly longer than wide. Prothorax very little wider at base than the median 
length; sides, as viewed from above, acute in middle and arcuate to base, hind 
angles acute and overhanging elytra; with crowded, but fairly sharply defined 
punctures. Elytra scarcely wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided 
to near apex; with close-set rows of asperate punctures, becoming smaller, more 
crowded and irregular posteriorly. I.ength, 3*5-4*25 mm. 

Hab. —Victoria: Seaford, numerous specimens reared from eucalyptus galls 
(J. F. Dixon). Birchip (J. C. Goudie). 

On several specimens the abdomen is almost as black as the metastemum; 
the antennae are entirely black, or with only the apical joints obscurely reddish. 
From .some directions there appears to be a feeble pubescent Y on the pronotum; 
seen directly from above the scutellum, or from a more posterior point, the 
sides of the prothorax appear to be acutely produced, but from in front they 
are seen to be quite evenly rounded on the apical half. 


Dtyophilodes acutangtdua, n. sp. 

Black, in parts subopaque; elytra obscurely diluted with red posteriorly, 
antennae, palpi, legs, and abdomen dull reddish, sterna somewhat darker. 
Clothed with short, depressed, pale pubescence. 

Eyes small and very prominent. Antennae moderately long, a few of the 
jmnts scarcely longer than wide. Prothorax moderatelv transverse; sides, as 
viewed from above, rather acutely produced in middle, strongly arcuate to base, 
hind angles acute; punctures slightly larger than on head, appearing like small 
granules from some directions. Elytra comparatively short, no wider than 
widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded and small 
punctures; in addition, except posteriorly, with rows of fairly large asperate 
ones. Length, 3*5 mm. / o r 


Hab .—New South Wales: Forest Reefs (A. M. Lea). 

, *1*^* head and prothorax are about as large as on the preceding species, but 

the elytra, although of the same width, are distinctly shorter, as a result the 
species IS wider m proportion; the hind angles of the prothorax are quite as acute 

as on that sj^ies, but they are produced outwards, instead of wightly over¬ 
hanging the elytra, * ^ 


Drjrophilodes brevicolQi, n. sp. 

“j subopaque; antennae, palpf, and legs paler, 
clothed with short, depressed, pale pubescence. 


Moderately 
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Head more convex in middle than usual. Eyes of moderate size and very 

I )rominent. Antennae not very long, but all the joints, except the second, 
ongcr than wide. Prothorax almost twice as wide as long, sides strongly 
rounded in front, arcuate towards base, hind angles acute and slightly over¬ 
hanging elytra, median line fairly distinct; punctures crowded and small. Elytra 
comparatively short, distinctly wider than prothorax, almost parallel-sided to near 
apex; with fairly regular rows of asperate punctures, the rows almost vanishing 
posteriorly, the interstices everywhere with small crowded punctures. Length, 
3 mm. 

Hah, —South Australia: Lucindale (B. A. Feuerheerdt). 

A rather wide species, structurally fairly close to /). acntaftgulus, but 
differently coloured. Two specimens from New South Wales (Forest Reefs 
and Armidale, A. M. I^a) i)robably belong to the species, but have most of the 
pronotum deeply infuscated, almost black, and the elytra also deeply infuscated, 
except on the sides (very narrowly) and along the suture 

Dryophilodes subhumeralis, n. sp. 

Dull piceous-brown; legs, abdomen, and hind parts of elytra more reddish; 
with short, depressed, and mostly pale pubescence. 

Eyes small and very prominent. Antennae rather long and thin, none of 
the joints transverse. Prothorax at ba.se scarcely wider than the median length; 
sides, as viewed from above, acutely angulate in middle and arcuate to base, 
hind angles acute; median line faint in front, slightly raised posteriorly; 
punctures as crowded as on head but slightly larger. Elytra distinctly wider 
than prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded punctures, becoming 
larger and with a granulate appearance about base, about and for a short dis¬ 
tance behind shoulders somewhat seriately arranged. Length, 2-2*5 mm. 

Hah, —South Australia: Karoonda to Peebinga (G. E }l. Wright), Quorn 
(A, H. Elston), Lucindale (A. M. Lea). 

From some directions there appears to be a di^^tinct dark-velvety patch 
on the side near each shoulder, but this disappears when the side is viewed at a 
right angle. Although referred to C, ff, in the table, the seriate arrangement of 
the elytral punctures is rather faint, 

Dryophilodes rufobrunneus, n. sp. 

Dull reddish-brown; moderately clothed with short stramineous pubescence. 
Eyes prominent and comparatively large. Antennae moderately long and 
thin. Prothorax at base very little wider than the median length; sides, as 
viewed from above, acute in middle and rather strongly arcuate to base, a vague 
oblique depression on each side of middle towards base; densely granulate- 
punctate. Elytra comparatively narrow, but distinctly wider than prothorax, 
parallel-sided to near apex; with closely placed series of asperate punctures to 
well beyond the middle, with crowded and small punctures all over. Length, 
3-3*25 mm. 

Hah ,—South Australia: Lipson's Cove, under bark; New South Wales: 
Werris Creek (Rev. T. Blackburn). 

From most points of view the prothorax and elytra appear to be closely 
covered with small granules. The Werris Creek specimen is slightly larger 
and daricer than two from Lipson’s Cove, but otherwise is in close agreement 
with them. 

Dryophilodes seriatus, n. sp. Figs. 6, 7. 

Dull reddish-brown; abdomen and legs somewhat paler; with very short 
pale pubescence. 
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Eyes small and prominent. Antennae not very long, several of the joints 
very little longer than wide. Prothorax at base not much wider than the median 
length; sides, as viewed from above, acutely produced in middle and arcuate 
to base, a shallow oblique depression on each side of middle near base; densely 
granulate-punctate. Elytra rather thin, much wider than base of prothorax, 
parallel-sided to near apex; with close-set rows of subquadrate punctures, 
becoming smaller posteriorly but traceable almost to apex; interstices with small 
punctures. Length, 3 mm. 

Hah. —Tasmania; Hobart (A. M. I^a). 

In general appearance rather close to the preceding species, but slightly 
narrower, elytra with seriate punctures less asperate, traceable close to the apex 
itself, and the interstices with minute punctures, nowhere causing them to appear 
granulate. From some directions the hind angles of the prothorax appear to 
be more than 90 degs., but from a perpendicular point of view they are seen 
to be less. 

Dryophilodes flavipalpis. n. sp. 

Dull castaneous-brown; abdomen and legs paler, palpi flavous. Rather 
densely clothed with short pale pubescence, denser on hind angles of prothorax 
than elsewhere. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae not very long, some of the joints 
scarcely, if at all, longer than wide. Prothorax at base not much wider than 
the median length, sides strongly rounded in middle and arcuate to base, hind 
angles acute and slightly overlapping elytra; punctures crowded but partially 
concealed. Elytra not much wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided 
to near apex; with dense and minute punctures, and fairly distinct rows of 
larger ones, disappearing po.steriorly. Length, 2‘5-3 mm. 

Hab .—South Au.stralia: Murray Bridge (Rev. T. Blackburn), Barossa (A. 
If. Elston), Ooldea (A. M. Lea); Western Australia: Swan River (Lea). 

The seriate punctures on the elytra are distinct from most directions, they 
are rather stronger towards the sides than suture. 

Dryophilodes interstitialis, n. sp. 

Colour and clothing as described in preceding species. 

Head as in preceding species. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides 
angulate but not apparently spinose in middle, somewhat arcuate to base, bind 
angles acute; punctures crowded and with a granulated appearance. Elytra not 
much wider than widest part of prothorax; with clo.se-set rows of rather large 
asperate punctures, the rows disappearing posteriorly, the surface generally with 
a difstinctly granulated appearance. Length, 2'2S-2'5 mm. 

Hab .—^Western Australia: Mount Barker (R. Helms), Swan River (A. M. 

r^a). 

In general appearance decidedly clo.se to the preceding species, but slightly 
more robust, and seriate punctures of elytra somewhat larger and more asperate, 
and the interstices between them with a distinctly granulated appearance, that 
is wanting in that species. 


Dryophilodes pulverulentus, n. sp. 

Dull castaneous-brown; abdomen, legs, and hind parts of elytra somewhat 
paler, palpi flavous. Clothed with extremely short pubescence, almost dust-like 
on the elytra. 

Eyes of_ moderate size and very prominent. Antennae moderately long, 
most of the joints scarcely or not at all longer than wide. Prothorax with out¬ 
lines as in preceding species, but with somewhat smaller punctures. Elytra with 
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outlines as in preceding species, but punctures and interstices as on D, flainpalpis, 
length, 2'25-275 mm. 

Hah ,—South Australia: Tumby Bay (Rev. T. Blackburn), Lucindale (A. 
M. Lea); New South Wales: Queanbeyan (Lea). 

Structurally and in general appearance very close to the two preceding 
species, but the characters noted in the table are sufficiently distinctive when 
specimens of each are placed side by side. 'J'he general outlines are nearer those 
of D, intcrstiiialis, than those of D, flavipalpis, but the elytral punctures of 
I), interstitialis are decidedly coarser than on either of the others. 

Dryophilodes melanostethus, n. sp. 

Dull reddish-castaneous; metasternum black. Rather densely clothed with 
short pale pubescence, denser on hind angles of prothorax and on scutcllum than 
elsewhere. 

Ryes rather small and very prominent. Antennae not very long, second to 
fourth joints scarcely longer than wide. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides 
not very strongly rounded in middle and somewhat arcuate to base, hind angles 
acute; punctures crowded and (except at apex) slightly larger than on head. 
Elytra at base scarcely wider than widest part of prothorax, sides not quite 
parallel to near apex; with close-set rows of fairly large asperate punctures, 
becoming smaller posteriorly, surface generally with small punctures, but between 
the rows with a granulated appearance. Length. 2-3 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Adelaide (J. G. O. Tepper), Quorn (A. TI. Elston), 
Murray Bridge (A. M. Lea); New South Wales: Sydney, reared from coccid 
galls (W. W. Rroggatt), lamworth (Lea). 

In general appearance close to /). metastcrnalis. but elytra with distinct 
series of punctures. The basal segment of the abdomen is usually black, and 
occasionally the whole abdomen is dark, although hardly as black as the meta- 
sternum. Two of the South Australian specimens arc decidedly below the 
average size, and have a suggestion of the subhunieral velvety patches of 
D, subhumcralis, from which they are at once distinguished ])y the sides of the 
prothorax. The pubescence on the hind parts of the elytra, of the South Aus¬ 
tralian specimens, in some lights, has a distinct golden-red gloss. The New 
South Wales specimens have a darker and duller appearance than the others, 
and their pubescence is slightly longer and denser, but otherwise they agree well 
with typical ones. 

Dryophilodes subcylindricus, n. sp. 

Black, palpi and parts of legs reddish. I’ubesccnce extremely short, pale, 
and depressed. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae rather long and thin, second and 
third joints smaller than the others. Prothorax about one-fourth wider than 
long, strongly and evenly convex, except for a slight medio-basal elevation, sides 
strongly and evenly rounded, hind angles obtuse; punctures as on head. Elytra 
parallel-sided to near apex, slightly narrower than widest part of prothorax; 
with crowded and small, non-scriate punctures. length, 2-2*5 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Mount Lofty Ranges, Myponga, Barossa (A. H. 
Elston), Karoonda to Peebinga (G. E. H. Wright), i’arachilna (E. L. Savage), 
Lucindale (B. A, Feuerheerdt), Port Lincoln (Rev. T, Blackburn and A. M. 
Lea), Gawler (Lea); Tasmania: Huon River, Mount Wellington. Hobart (Lea). 

A narrow, subcylindrical, black species, appearing greyish on account of its 
minute pubescence. The tarsi and usually the tibiae are reddish, but the latter 
arc sometimes almost as dark as the femora; the antennae are usually blackish, 
but are occasionally obscurely reddish, rarely the abdomen is obscurely diluted 
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with red. The antennae vary somewhat in length, and the median joints of 
the male are stouter than those of the female. Thr6e specimens, from Quorn 
(A. H. Elston), probably belong to this species, but have the apical half of 
elytra and the antennae obscurely reddish, and the tibiae and tarsi of a brighter 
red than usual. 

Should it be eventually decided to split up the genus this species and 
D. vigilans, D. angustus, and D. minor should be associated together, although 
now separated by the exigencies of the table. 

var. brunneus, n. var. 

Nine specimens from South Australia—Myponga and Quorn (A. H. Elston), 
Lucindalc (B. A. Feuerheerdt), Oodnadatta (Rev. T. Blackburn), and Mount 
Gambicr (A. M. I-ea)—appear to belong to this species, but differ from the 
others in being of a more or less dingy brown, with the sterna (and on two 
specimens the head) black. 

Dryophilodea fumosua, n sp. 

Dull dark brown, sterna darker. Closely covered with short ashen 
pubescence, appearing almost white on scutellum. 

Eyes not very large but very prominent. Antennae moderately long and 
thin. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides strongly rounded in middle, where 
the width is slightly more than that of elytra, hind angles slightly more than 
right angles; punctures much as on head. Elytra parallel-sided to near apex; 
with crowded and small punctures, but towards base and .sides with obscure 
series of larger ones. length, 3 mm. 

Hab .—Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection)._ 

A subcyltndrical, dingy-brown species; although distinct from all other 
species before me, its position in the table is somewhat doubtful, as, from some 
directions, a lineate arrangement of punctures is traceable towards the base of 
elytra, and it is rather narrower than the other species referred to yy. 

Dr 3 rophilodes robnatus, n. sp. 

Dull reddish-brown: sterna almost black. Densely clothed with more or 
less golden pubescence, becoming whitish on under surface and on scutellum. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae moderately long and thin. Pro¬ 
thorax not much wider than long, sides strongly rounded in middle and some¬ 
what arcuate to base, hind angles slightly more than 90 degs., punctures larger 
than on head. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax, not thrice as long as wide, 
parallel-sided to near apex; with small crowded punctures. Length, 
2-75-3‘25 mm. 

Hob .—South Australia (A. H. Elston), Parachilna (E. L. Savage): New 
South Wales; Gosford (A. M. Lea). 

A rather robust species, with elytral pubescence from some directions 
api)earing of a beautiful golden-red; the pubescence at the base of the prothorax 
is scarcely as white as on the scutellum, although it is paler than on the rest of 
the upper surface. The punctures of the upper .surface are usually concealed 
by the clothing, but where this has been abraded they are seen to be more 
sharply defined than is usual in the genus. 

Dryophilodea aiger, n. sp. 

Black; legs and muzale reddish, api«»l slope of elytra and tip of abdomen 
obscure^ reddish. With short, depressed, whitish pubescence, dtaser on 
scutellum and on hind anises of protWnx than elsewhere. 
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Eyes small and very prominent. Antennae moderately long. Prothorax 
about once and onc-half as wide as long, sides strongly rounded, hind angles 
obtuse; punctures somewhat larger than on head. Elytra rather robust, the 
width of base of prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded punctures, 
nowhere .seriate in arrangement, but larger towards base than posteriorly l.ength, 
2-2*25 mm. 

Hab ,—South Au.slralia: Ooldea (A. M. T^a). 

A short black species, with somewhat silvery clothing On the type the 
legs are distinctly reddish, on a second specimen they an' almost black; the 
aiitentiae of l)Oth specimens appear to f>e black, but on close examination some 
of the joints arc seen to be obscurely browni.sh. From some directions the upper 
surface appears to be granulate, rather than punctate: this is especially notice¬ 
able on the sides of the prothorax. 

Dryophilodes pullatus, n. sp. 

Black; apex of elytra, abdomen, antennae, palpi, and parts of leg.s more 
or less obscurely reddish. Rather clen^^ely clothed with ding\ ashen pubescence, 
having a rather loose appearance on upper surface. 

Eyes rather small and very prominent. Antennae rather iliin Prothorax 
moderately transverse, sides strongly rounded, liind angles ai)parcntly rounded 
off; punctures crowded and slightly larger than on head. Fllylra the width of 
widest part of prolhorax, parallcl-.sided to near apex; with rather dense punc¬ 
tures, becoming smaller posteriorly. Length, 3*5 mni. 

Hab, —Tasmania: Kelso (Aug. Simson). 

A black subcylindrical species, in general appearance strikingly close to 
.several species of PasyteSf of the Malacodermidae. The hind angles of the pro- 
thorax are small, but from most directions they appear to be completely rounded 
off; the elytra! punctures are larger and .sparser on the sides near the shoulders 
than elsewhere, and from some directions tlicy appear to be Hneate in arrange¬ 
ment, but from above the lineate arrangement is nowhere evident. The meta¬ 
sternum is more shining than is usual in the genus. 

Dryophilodes albatus, n. sp. 

Dull reddish-brown; palpi and abdomen u.sually paler. Densely clothed 
with white pubescence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae moderately long. Prothorax 
moderately transverse, sides somewhat rounded in middle and obli((ue to base, 
hind angles slightly overlapping elytra and slightly more than 90 degs.; punc¬ 
tures crowded and normally concealed. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax, 
parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded punctures, the basal half or two-thirds 
in addition with series of larger ones. Ivongth, 2'75-,V25 nmi. 

Hab ,—South Australia: Myponga (A. H. Elston), Kangaroo Island (J. G. 
O* Tepper), Lucinda’e (B. A. Feuerheerdt), Mount Gambier (A. M. Ixa)*; 
Victoria: Cheltenham, in November (F. E. Wilson); Tasmania: Kelso, Karoola, 
Gcorgetowp, Bcacotisfield (Aug,^ Simson), Huon River, Ulverstone, Hobart 
(LeaL Sttahan {H. J. Carter and Lea); New South Wales; National Park. 
JSydney (Lea). 

Some of the specimens are darker than usual (almost piceous-brown), but 
the pubescence ap{^ar$ to be always whitish. There are seriate punctures on 
at least the basal naif of elytra, but it is usually necessary to partly abrade the 
plltbescence to be sure of this. 
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Dryophilodcs multiseriatus, n. sp. 

Black; elytra, palpi, legs, and basal half of antennae of a more or less 
dingy brown; with short, pale, inconspicuous pubescence. 

Eyes rather large and very prominent. Antennae comparatively short. Pro¬ 
thorax moderately transverse; sides, as viewed from above, suhacutely produced 
in middle, hind angles obtuse, each side of middle with two shallow impressions, 
an oblique one and a transverse one, meeting in middle of base; punctures 
slightly larger than on head. Elytra wider than prothora.x, parallel-sided to 
near apex; with close-set rows of fairly large punctures, terminated just before 
the apical slope, on which all the punctures are minute. Length, 2-2*5 mm. 

Hah ,—South Australia: Port Lincoln (Rev. T. Blackburn), Ooldea (A, 
M. Lea). 

The impresvsions on the pronotum and the seriate punctures on the el}1:ra 
are more conspicuous than usual. One specimen, probably immature, is of a 
dingy brown, with the elytra and legs almost flavous. 

Dryophilodes latipennis, n. sp. 

Black; elytra, antennae, and legs of a dingy reddish-brown, palpi paler. 
Moderately clothed with short ashen pubescence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae rather short, only the first and eleventh 
joints distinctly longer than wide. Prothorax distinctly transverse, sides 
moderately rounded, hind angles more than 90 degs., median line fairly distinct; 
punctures .slightly larger than on head. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax, 
scarcely twice as long as wide, sides almost parallel to near apex; with crowded 
and small punctures, and, in addition, with rather inconspicuous series of larger 
ones on basal two-thirds. Length, 2*5-3*75 mm. 

Hah ,—Western Australia: Swan River, Darling Ranges, Bridgetown (A. 
M. Lea). 

With the robust form of D. lafns, but elvtral pubescence uniform throughout, 
although sometimes denser on .scutellum and on hind angles of prothorax than 
elsewhere. The front edge of the prothorax is usually obscurely reddish. 

Dryophilodes brevicornis, n. sp. 

Black; elytra, abdomen, antennae, and legs of a more or less <lingy reddish- 
brown, palpi paler. Moderately clothed with short ashen pubescence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae rather short, most of the joints wider 
than long. Prothorax moderately transverse; sides, as viewed from above, 
somewhat acutely produced in middle, hind angles more than 90 degs.; punc¬ 
tures slightly larger than on head. Elytra slightly wider than widest part of 
prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with small crowded punctures, the basal 
two-thirds with inconspicuous rows of larger ones. Length, 2*5 mm. 

Hah ,—South Australia: Port Lincoln (A. M. Lea). 

At first sight very near D, brunneipennis, but antennae somewhat shorter 
and prothorax more convex in middle, with its hind angles more than 90 degs. 

Dryophilodes marginicollis» n. sp. Figs, 8, 9. 

Dull dark brown; abdomen and palpi paler. Clothed with short ashen 
pubescence. 

Eyes of moderate size and very prominent. Antennae not very long. 
Prothorax moderately transverse, strongly convex, sides distinctly margined from 
base to apex; densely granulate-punctate. Elytra slightly wider than prothorax, 
parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded and small punctures, and in addition 
with larj^er seriate ones, distinct above base and shoulders, but vanishing on 
apical third. Length, 3 mm. 
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Hab, —North-western Australia: Fortescue River (W. I). Dodd). 

I'he prothoracic margins are somewhat as in ]), scrricornis, 1ml the antennae 
are normal From sonic directions the hind angles of the prothorax ajipear to’ 
be acute, but from otliers to be obtuse or even rounded off. On the type* the 
elytra are somewhat paler on the apical slope than elsewhere, an<i each side 
near the shoulder, from some directions, appears to have a dark velvet) patch, 
but this disappears when viewed at a right angle. 

Dryophilodes ubiquitosus, n. sp. 

Dull dark brown; abdomen and palpi paler. Densely clothed with rather 
short ashen pubescence, denser and paler on scutellmn, and on hind angles of 
prothorax than elsew'here. 

Eyes fairly large and very prominent. Antennae not very long. Prothorax 
about once and tw'O-thirds as wide as long; sides, as viewed from above, siib- 
acutely produced in middle, hind angles obtuse, median line faintly impressed 
in front; punctures slightly larger than on head. Elytra scarcely wider than 
widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with crowde<l and small 
punctures, and close-set scries of larger ones, distinct on basal half but vanishing 
posteriorly. Length, 2*5-3 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Adelaide, Barossa (A. II. Elston), Mount Lofty 
(S. II. Lurnow), Lucindale (B. A. Feuerheerdt and F. Seeker), 'rumby Bay 
(Kev. T. Blackburn), Kangaroo Island (J. G. C). 'lepper and A. M. Lea); 
Victoria; Alps (Blackburn), Birchip (J. C. Goudie); New South Wales 
(Blackburn), Forest Reefs, Galston, Sydney (Lea); Northern Queensland 
(Blackburn's collection). 

A fairly robust, dingy species; one of the specimens from New South 
Wales is almost black. I'he clothing on the hind angles of the prothorax is 
not perhaps actualy paler than elsewhere, but from most directions it appears 
to be so, probably from its greater density. 

Dryophilodes obscuripennis, n. sp. 

Black; antennae, palpi, and legs (the femora sometimes excepted) of a 
dingy reddish, elytra obscurely diluted wdth red posteriorly. Moderately clothed 
with dingy ashen putrescence. 

Eye.s rather small and very prominent. Antennae moderately long. IVo- 
thorax almost twice as wide as long; sides, as viewed from above, evenly rounded 
in middle, hind angles slightly more than 90 degs., median line faintly traceable 
from base to apex; punctures much as on head. Elytra slightly w'ider than 
prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with dense and small punctures, in 
addition with close-set series of fairly large ones, well defined on basal third, 
but vanishing before apical slope. Length, 2*25-3 mm. 

Hab ,—New South Wales: Galston (D. Dumbrell and A. M. Lea). 

A rather robust species, .structurally close to D, latipcnnis. The base of 
the elytra appears to be always as dark as the prothorax, but the hind parts are 
more or less obscurely paler; from some directions the derm about the shoulders 
appears to be covered wdth small granules. 

Dryophilodes abjectus, n. sp. 

Dull castaneous-brown; with short pale pubescence. 

Eyes rather small and prominent. Antennae fairly long and rather thin. 
Prothorax about once And two-thirds as wide as long; sides, as viewed from 
above, rather sharply angulate in middle, hind angles more than 90 degs.; closely 
Granulate-punctate. Elytra scarcely wider than widest part of prothorax, 
parallel-sided to near apex; with crowded and small punctures, about base with 
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series of larger ones, but the scries scarcely traceable to middle, except on sides. 
Length, 1*75 mm. 

Hab ,—South Australia: Port Lincoln (Rev. T. Blackburn). 

A small dingy species. The palpi and legs are paler than the other parts 
but not very conspicuously so. 

A specimen from Tasmania (Karoola, Aug. Simson) possibly belongs to 
this species, but its prothorax is less transverse, and the elytral punctures are 
larger and more asperate, witR the lincate arrangement of the larger ones trace¬ 
able almost to the apical slope. 

Dryophilodes aubapicalis, n. sp. 

Dull, dark castaneous-brown; with short, depressed, pale pubescence 

Eyes of moderate size and very prominent. Antennae rather long and thin, 
all the joints, except the second, longer than wide. Prolhorax strongly trans¬ 
verse, sides strongly rounded, hind angles obtuse; punctures crowded smd small. 
Elytra elongate, scarcely wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided to 
near apex; densely granulate-punctate, in addition with close-set rows of asperate 
punctures, distinct to well beyond the middle, and on the sides almost to apex 
Length, 3"75-4’5 mni. 

Hab .—Western Australia: Swan River (A. M. Lea) 

A comparatively large subcylindrical species. On the apical slope of elytra 
there appears to be a large and fairly distinct reddish spot, narrowly traversed 
by the dark suture; the suture, in fact, is very narrowly blackish throughout, 
but is only conspicuously so where it traverses the paler portion; on the larger 
of two specimens the abdomen is somewhat paler than the metastemum From 
some directions the pubescence on the upper surface has a reddish gloss. The 
hind angles of the prothorax are aixmt 120 degs., but from some directions 
they appear to be rounded off. From most points of view the elytral inter¬ 
stices appear to be distinctly granulate rather than punctate, whilst the shoulders 
and about the base seem roughly granulate. 

Dryophilodes vigilans, n. sp. 

Black, some parts opaque; palpi, tibiae, and tarsi reddish; with extremely 
short, dingy, depressed pubescence. 

Eyes rather large and very prominent. Antennae rather long and thin, 
median joints stouter, second smallest. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides 
strongly and evenly rounded; punctures as on head. Elytra long, thin and 
parallel-sided, slightly narrower than widest part of prothorax; with dense and 
minute punctures, and with series of larger ones, fairly distinct on the basal 
half, but vanishing posteriorly. Length, 2‘5-3‘25 mm, 

Hab ,—^New South Wales: Forest Reefs (A. M. Lea). 

A thin black species, structurally close to D. subcylindricus, but consistently 
larger, eyes larger and elytral punctures seriate in arrangement on the basu 
half, although the arrangement is indistinct from most directions. In the male 
the tip of the abdomen Is slightly notched, and the eyes are larger than in the 
female, llie antennae are usually of a dingy reddish-brown, with the basal 
joint darker, the tips of the abdominal segments are usually reddish, occasion¬ 
ally the entire abdomen is obscurely diluted with red. The median base of the 
pronotum, although not elevated above the front parts, is slightly elevated above 
the adjacent surface. Four specimens have the prothorax and elytra obscurely 
brownish, but are probably immature. A specimen from Mount Kosciusko 
(W. £. ^ymond) probably belongs to the Species, but has the elytra of a datk 
reddish-brown, exc«>t that a large subtriangmar space about ^ acutellom, and 
the shoulders, are tmcic 



37 


Dryophilodes planicollis, n. sp. 

Black; elytra, antennae, palpi, and legs (except femora) more or less red¬ 
dish, abdomen obscurely reddish posteriorly. Gothed with ashen pubescence, 
with a rather loose appearance. 

Eyes small and very prominent. Antennae rather long and thin, all the 
joints, except the second, longer than wide. Prothorax rather flat, not much 
wider than long, sides strongly rounded and very finely serrated, hind angles 
()btu.se, median line faintly marked; punctures slightly larger than on head. 
Elytra rather thin, scarcely wider than widest part of prothorax, but con- 
spicuou.sly wider than its base, parallel-sided to near apex; with fairly dense 
punctures about base, hut becoming comparatively .sparse posteriorly. length, 
2*25 mm. 

Hah .—Western Australia: Swan River (A. M. I^ea). 

The prothorax is flatter than usual, practically only the front sides sloping 
downwards, its hind angles also are almost rounded off, the minute serrations 
of the sides are somewhat obscured by the clothing. The elytral punctures 
are rather sharply defined, but are comparatively sparse posteriorly, and their 
lineate arrangement is feeble, even near the base. 

Dryophilodes nignnus» n. sp. 

Black, some parts paler. Rather sparsely clothed with ashen pubescence. 

Eye^i of moderate size and very prominent. Antennae not very long, only 
the first and eleventh joints distinctly longer than wide. Prothorax moderately 
transver.se, sides strongly rounded, the greatest width equal to that of elytra, 
hind angles obtuse; punctures small and crowded. Elytra rather thin, parallel- 
sided to near apex; with close-set rows of fairly large punctures, becoming 
smaller posteriorly, but distinct almost to apical slope. Length, 2-2*5 mm. 

Hah .—South Australia: Port Lincoln (Rev 1'. Blackburn), Mount Lofty 
(N. B. Tindale). 

In general appearance much like D. f>lanicoJlis, but the seriate arrangement 
of the elytral punctures is distinct to well beyond the middle. Five specimens 
are before me; of these four have the elytra black, with the hind parts more 
or less obscurely diluted with red, the other has the elytra of a dingy brown 
throughout; the antennae and legs are blackish, except that the tarsi are 
obscurely reddi.sh; even the palpi are dark. The prothorax has several very 
vague discal impressions, and usually a shining but feeble median elevation near 
the base; the hind angles from some directions appear to be rounded off, from 
others each appears as a minute tooth. One s|>ecimen is distinctly wider than 
the others, but may repre.sent a variety. 


Dryophilodes politus, n. sp. 

Black; apical parts of elytra and parts of legs, of antennae, and palpi 
more or less reddish. With sparse ashen pubescence. 

Eyes rather small and very prominent. Antennae thin but not very wide. 
Prothorax scarcely wider than long, sides subacutely produced in middle, hind 
angles okuse; punctures crowded and somewhat coarser than on head, but 
beaming very small on a shining space at middle of apex, and on a shining 
median line, the latter abruptly terminated near base, Ei 3 ^ra shining, con¬ 
spicuously wider than widest part of prothorax, and much wider than its base. 
|M^lel->sided to near apex; with dose-set rows of fairly large punctures, dis- 
posteriorly, where the surface is minutely punctate. Length, 

mm. 
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Hab .—South Australia: Mount Lofty (S, H. Cumow); Western Aus¬ 
tralia: Swan River (A. M. Lea). 

This species has the general appearance as of the New Zealand genus 
Sphivditeles (Mcsanobium of Sharp), and it may be desirable eventually to 
refer it to that genus. On the type the apical slope of elytra (except that the 
suture is very narrowly dark) is of a rather bright reddish-flavous; on the 
Swan River specimen the apical slope is but obscurely diluted with red. on each 
of them the apical half of the antennae is blackish. Owing to the sparsity of 
pubescence the punctures are more sharply defined than usual. 

Dryophilodes subopacus, n. sp. 

Black, subopaque; tarsi, knees, and coxae reddish, apical slope of elytra 
obscurely diluted with red. Moderately clothed with short ashen pubescence. 

Eyes fairly large and very prominent. Antennae moderately long, but only 
the first and eleventh joints distinctly longer than wide, f’rothorax not much 
wider than long, sides strongly rounded in middle (from some directions 
appearing subacute there); median line somewhat shining and fairly distinct 
near base; punctures crowded and small. Elytra wider tlian widest part of 
prothorax, and much wider than its base, parallel-sided to near apex; with 
crowded and small punctures or finely shagreened, in addition with close-set rows 
of fairly large asperate punctures, <li.stinct to well beyond the middle, and on 
the sides almost to apex. Length, 2 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales: National Park (A. M. I,ea). 

A narrow dingy species, but with parts of the under surface .shining; the 
elytra at first appear to be as black as the prothorax, but when closely examined 
are seen to be obscurely paler. Partly owing to the clothing most parts of the 
upper surface appear to be minutely granulate. Structurally it is rather close 
to the preceding species, but is duller, more densely clothed, and the prothorax 
and eyes are larger. 

Dryophilodes minor, n. sp. 

Piceous or blackish, legs and abdomen more or less reddish. Rather densely 
clothed with pale pubescence, having a rather loose appearance. 

Head with crowded, partially concealed, punctures. Eyes small and very 
prominent. Antennae rather long and thin. Prothorax moderately transverse, 
sides strongly rounded and slightly wider than elytra, hind angles obtuse; with 
small crowded punctures. Elytra rather thin, parallel-sided to near apex; with 
crowded and small punctures, the basal half with obscure series of larger ones. 
Length, l’75-2 ram, 

Hab. —Tasmania: Huon River (A. M. Lea). 

A small, narrow, dingy species, whose specimens have the general appear¬ 
ance as of females of Cis. Tne prothorax usually appears to be blackish, with 
the apex rather widely reddish, or sometimes with both base and apex reddish; 
on some specimens the derm of the elytra, appears blackish, but it is usually of 
a dingy brown; the metastemum is usu^ly darker than the abdomen, and the 
apical half of the antennae is darker than the basal half. 

Dryophilodes cribripeimis, n. sp. Figs. 10, 11. 

Dull reddish-brown; abdomen and rarts of legs somewhat paler. Moder¬ 
ately clothed with rather short pale puMscence, denser on scutellum and on 
hind angles of prothorax than elsewhere. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae moderately long, most of the joints 
lot^er than wide. Prothorax moderately transverse, sides, as viewed <k>liquely 
from behind, apparently acutely produced at basal third, but oblique to base. 
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hind angles obtuse; median line faint but distinct from some directions; punc¬ 
tures crowded and slightly larger than on head. Elytra rather narrow but much 
wider than base of prothorax, parallel-sided to near apex; with dense and small 
but rather sharply defined punctures, and in addition with close-set rows of 
larger asperate ones, becoming smaller posteriorly, but distinct to summit of 
apical slope and on the sides to apex. Length, 2 mm. 

Hab ,—New South Wales: Gosford (A. M. Lea). 

A small dingy species, with median line of prothorax traceable from base 
to apex from some directions, htit invisible from others. As on many others 
of the genus, parts of the derm appear minutely granulate through tlie clothing. 

Dryophilodcs parvicollis, n. sp. 

Dull reddish-brown; palpi paler. Moderately clothed with pale pubescence, 
denser on scutellum and on ba.se of prothorax than elsewhere. 

Eyes small but very prominent. Antennae rather long and thin. Fb*o- 
thorax not much wider than long, sides strongly rounded in middle, from some 
directions appearing angulate, hind angles obtuse; median line not traceable; 
punctures crowded and small, becoming minute at middle of apex. Elytra 
rather thin, conspicuously wider than widest part of prolhorax; with crowded 
minute punctures, and in addition with close-set rows of fairly large ones, trace¬ 
able to summit of apical slope, and on the sides to near apex. Length, 2-2*5 mm. 

Hah .—Western Au.stralia: Albany (Blackburn’s collection and R. Melms), 
Geraldton (A. M. I^a); Queensland: Mount Tambourine (Lea). 

In general appearance close to the preceding species, but prothorax smaller, 
.sides, as view'ed from behind, less acutely angulate, without a median line, 
antennae somewhat longer, and the small punctures of elytra less sharply defined. 
The Queensland specimen is slightly smaller, and has slightly larger eyes than 
the others^ but there appears to be nothing to warrant its specific separation. 

Dryophilodes pallidus, n. sp. 

Pale castaneous, upper surface feebly .shining, under surface brighter. 
Clothed with short pale pubescence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae rather long and thin. Prothorax 
moderately transverse, sides, as viewed from behind, rather acute in middle, 
hind angles slightly more than degs.; punctures crowded and minute. Elytra 
rather thin, distinctly wider than widest part of prothorax, parallel-sided to near 
apex; with dense and minute punctures, and in addition with larger seriate 
ones, fairly distinct on basal third, but, except on sides, not traceable to middle, 
length, 1*5 mm. 

Hab .—Western Australia: Geraldton (A. M. Lea). 

An unusually small pale species. 

ERNoniiTS MOLLIS, Linn., Sy.st. Nat., x., 1758, p. 355. 

This species can now be recorded as Australian, as specimens have been 
taken in New South Wales (Sydney) and Tasmania (Launceston). Seven 
synonyms and varieties are noted in Pic’s recent catalogue of the family. 

Lasioderma sERRtcoRNE, Fab. Fig, 12. 

Two specimens received from Mr. W. W. Froggatt are labelled as having 
tteen tnken ^^in wax of wild bee” at Derby (North-western Australia); they are 
decidedly above the average size of the species, but I can find no other dis- 
thiiguishing feature. 



40 


Deroptilinus, n. gen. 

Head concealed from above. Eyes small, round, entire, latero-frontal. 
Antennae inserted in front of eyes, and slightly inwards, basal joint rather large, 
second to fourth, sixth and eighth, more or less triangular, eleventh elongjite, 
the others each with a long ramus. Prothorax finely margined throughout, 
front portion granulate. Scutellum moderately large. El 3 rtra slightly narrowed 
posteriorly, not quite covering the abdomen. Prosternum reduced to a minimum 
m front, with concealed cavities for the reception of antennae. Mesosternum 
concealed, except for a very short intercoxal process Metastemum elongate, 
cpistema wide. Abdomen with five distinct segments, the basal one deeply 
grooved on each side for the reception of hind legs. All leg.s capable of being 
received in depressions, the femora grooved for reception of tibiae, tarsi with 
four basal joints short, produced on lower surface, fifth aliout as long as two 
preceding ones combined. 

Apparently nearer Piilinus than any other genus, but prostemum different 
m front, elytra not completely covering the abdomen, two Wsal joints of tarsi 
much shorter and antennae different The intervention of small joints between 
the fifth, seventh, and ninth is alike on the four specimens before me. but the 
rami vary in length, probably with sex; on Ptilinus the antennae are strongly 
serrated in the female. The head when removed from the body i.s seen to have 
a narrow neck, with a ridge or fine groove along its middle 


Deroptilinus granicoUis, n. sp. Fig. 18. 

Black; shoulders and tips of elytra and legs obscurely reddish, basal joints 
of antennae and tarsi paler. Densely clothed with very short ashen pubescence, 
somewhat variegated on elytra. 

Head densely granulate-punctate or shagreened. Antennae with apical joint 
and rami of fifth, seventh, ninth, and tenth distinctly longer than first. Pro¬ 
thorax moderately transverse, front strongly rounded and ab^t half the wridth of 
base; densely and finely granulate, but apical half, except on sides, more coarsely 
granulate. Elytra scarcely more than twice the length of prothorax; witli rather 
feeble striae, becoming still more feeble posteriorly but rather deep on the sides 
near shoulders; interstices with dense and rather small asperate punctures, and 
much denser and very minute ones. Metastemum with dense asperate punctures, 
median line narrow and rather deep. Length, 3'75-4'25 mm. 

Hab .—Tasmania (H. H. D. Griffith), 

The rather coarse granules on the front of the prothorax are as in many 
species of Bostrychidae and Scolytidac. There arc punctures in the eljrtral striae, 
but partly owing to the density of the general punctures, and partly to the 
pubescence, they are not shamly defined. The description is that of a male, a 
s^cimen that ^ompanied it, and is probably a female, has the elytra and 
abdomen of a dingy brown, the shoulders paler than the rest of the elytra, and its 
antennae with the rami of the fifth and tenth joints no longer tlun the first joint. 
A specimen from King Island has the extreme margins of elytra (but not the 
snouldm) j^cr than the aiBacent parts; its antennae are as in the second sped- 
men. One from northern Queensland has the eljrtra and femora scarcely paler 
ttan the adjoining parts; with the e^pical joint of antennae and the ramt some- 
wtat longer and darker than on the type. On the elytra of the type pale 
pubescence is wnspicuous on the baasi fourth, narrowly continued along the 
suture, and suddenly dilated to form a diamond-shaped patch about the summit Of 
Ae^ical slope, on the rest of the dytra the po&ewxnce is brownish; on the 
yy” ”. Tasmnian specimen the pate patdies ate traceable but less sharviy 
defined; on the others the elytral dotht^is sltntsst utdffmhly brown. 
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Trypopit 3 r 8 multimaculatus, n. sp. 

Castaneous-brown or piceous-brown; antennae, palpi, and tarsi paler. 
Densely clothed with ashen and whitish pubescence, conspicuously maculate or 
mottled on upper surface. 

Head rather small, punctures crowded but normally concealed. Eyes rather 
small but prominent. Antennae rather short, first joint rather larfi^e, second 
small, third and fourth still smaller, fifth to tenth larger and somewhat serrated, 
<^leventh slightly larger than tenth. Prothorax slightly wider than long, strongly 
gibbous along middle, sides strongly produced downwards; with crowded partially 
<*oncealed punctures. Elytra thin, parallel-sided to near apex; with regitlar rows 
of large punctures, becoming smaller posteriorly, interstices feebly separately 
convex, with small and minute punctures. Pectoral canal deep, connected with a 
narrow, deep, median line on posterior two-thirds of mctastermim Basal seg¬ 
ment of abdpmen about two-thirds the length of second, all with curved sutures. 
Legs thin and moderately long. Length, 4^-6 mm. 

Hob ,—Tasmania (Aug. Simson), l^unceston, Hobart; New South Wales: 
Forest Reefs (A. M. Lea). 

The two shades of pubescence are irregularly intermingled on the pronotum, 
but on the elytra the paler kind forms numerous irregular spots, in places some¬ 
times conjoined to form short oblique fasciae, the clothing on the scutcllum is 
usually conspicuously whitish On some specimens the clytral punctures are 
considerably larger than on others, being decidedly under than the interstices on 
the basal half; such specimens are usually smaller and darker than the others, 
and are probably males. 

11iis and the two following species have a deep and consplcuou'^ notch at the 
median front of the metasternum, continuing the pectoral canal as in Anobiutn, 
but the three apical joints of the antennae do not form a large loosely-compacted 
club, and the ninth and tenth are practically the same as the preceding joints, the 
eleventh being only a little longer; hence they have been referred to Trypapitys, 
now first recorded as Australian. On each of them, on each side of the pro- 
thorax, there is a rather acute ridge that is directed obliquely downwards and 
forwards, but terminates half-way from the apex; it is more or less obscured by 
the clothing and legs, and is invisible from above 

Trypopitys pictipennis, n. sp. 

Castaneous-brown; most of elytra darker, antennae and palpi paler. Densely 
'Clothed with pale brown, or somewhat ochreous pubescence, irregularly mottled 
with black on elytra; on under surface becoming greyish-white. 

Head with crowded but mostly concealed punctures. Eyes large and pro¬ 
minent. Antennae with first joint rather large, second and third small, fourth to 
tenth strongly serrated, eleventh slightly longer than tenth and first. Prothorax 
, slightly wider than long, strongly gibbous in middle, sides strongly produced 
downwards, an acute prominence in each hind angle; punctures rather coarse and 
partially concealed. Elytra thin and i)arallel-sided to near apex; with regular 
rows of large deep punctures, becoming smaller (but still large) posteriorly. 
Basal segment of abdomen about half the length of the following one, all with 
iCurved sutures^ Lcn^h, 4-75 mm, 

iifa6,~New South Wales; Dorrigo (W. Heron). 

Rather dose to the preceding species, but more brightly coloured, pectoral 
^4mnal longer, eyes decidedly larger, and antennae more conspicuously serrated; 
«of the latter the fourth to tenth joints are all distinctly triangular, the fourth is 
wider than long, the intervening joints gradually altering to the tenth, which is 
totuger than wme; the pectoral canal is continuous from apex of prostemum 
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to apex of nietasternum, but about the middle of the latter it is by a 

narrow shining ridee, behind which it rapidly narrows to its end. On the Dasa 
.“Xf dytS'h" pubescent is mostly black, on tb. apical two-lh.rds « .rrcgu- 
iarly covers about ball of tbe derm. 


Trypopitys uniformis, n. sp. 

Pale castaneous; antennae and palpi paler. Densely clothed with short, 
pale, depressed pubescence, interspersed with short sloping setae. 

Head with crowded, partially concealed punctures. 
moderate size. Antennae with basal joint large, second and ‘^ird small ot^rth 
to tenth somewhat obtusely serrated, eleventh about once and o"®'^ 
of tenth, and about the length of first, but distinctly thinner. I rothorax 
wider than long, strongly gibbous in middle, irregularly depresseil ncai base, sides 
strongly produced downwards; with crowded and rather 
cealed punctures. Elytra thin and parallel-sided to near apex; with re^la 
rows of riither large and deep punctures, becoming smaller 

gently separately convex, but more strongly convex on sides; with crowded, snwll. 
and minute punctures. Abdomen large, basal segment as long as third and 
about one-third shorter than second, all with curved sutures. Legs thin but not 
very long. Length, 6 mni. 

Hab. —Tasmania: Hobart (.A. M. Lea). 


In general appearance close to large specimens of /ittobium domestirum, but 
with the antennae of 'I'rypopiivs. Ihe uniformly coloured pubescence of .the 
upper surface at once distinguishes from the two preceding species; the posterior 
end of the pectoral canal is also different, the canal is deep between the front 
and middle legs, but behind the latter it slopes at an angle of 45 degs., and is 
rather obscure on its sides, a narrow depression along its middle connects with a 
narrow, deep, median line on the apical half of the nietasternum. 


Tasmanobium, n. gen. 

Head concealed from above. Eyes rather large, prominent, and with small 
facets. Antennae serrated, non-clavate. Prothorax transverse, pronotum 
separated from each side of prostemum by an acute ridge. Scutellum distinct. 
Elytra narrow, parallel-sided, striation regular. Prosternum with a wide shallow 
groove in front for partial reception of head; flanks large, each produced to a 
point in front; metastemum elongate, side pieces large. Abdomen large. Legs 
rather long and thin, front coxae projecting and in contact, middle ones almost 
in contact, hind ones separated by a narrow intercoxal process; femora moder¬ 
ately grooved for reception of tibiae; basal joint of tarsi about as long as three 
lollowing combined. 

The three specimens of this genus before me in general appearance are 
strikingly close to Anobium domcsticum and Trypopitys uniformis, but the 
absence of a pectoral canal, and the front coxae in contact, exclude it from both 
Anobium and Trypopitys; from the latter genus it is also excluded by the acute 
marginal ridges ol the prothorax, and from the former also by the serrated 
antennae. By the table of Lacordaire it would be associated with Trypopitys, 
but in his diagnosis of that genus, as also of Anobium, the under surface (except 
of the head) is not even mentioned. Ry l/»;onte and Horn’s table of the sub¬ 
group Anobia it would be associated with Sitodrepa, but in that genus each 
antenna has a large three-jointed club. In my table it is associated with 
Secr«tipes, with which it has little in common. 
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Tasmanobium mimicum, n. sp. 

Pale castaneous; antennae and palpi paler Moderately densely clothed with 
minute pale pubescence. 

Head cotnparatively large; with dense minute pttnetures. Antennae with 
first joint moderately large, second small, third to tenth somewhat obtusely 
serrated, eleventh about once and one-half the length of tenth and first. Pro- 
thorax moderately transverse, rather strongly convt x but not gibbous in middle, 
sides rather strongly rounded near base, which is twice the width of apex, a large 
and somewhat angular depression on each side of base, and a transverse one on 
each side of apex; punctures partially concealed but apparently larger than on head. 
Elytra thin, no wider than greatest width of prothorax ; with rows of rather 
large punctures, becoming smaller posteriorly and larger on sides; interstices 
feebly convex and minutely punctate or shagreened. Metasternuin with a narrow, 
deep, median line. Abdomen with ba.sal segment in middle (luitc as long as 
-second, the latter slightly longer than third or fifth, fourth shghily shorter than 
thc.se, all with straight sutures. Length, 5-6 mm. 

//flfc.—-Tasmania: Hobart, Strahan (A. M. 1-ea). 

'Fhere i.s a lotigitudinal carina at the base of the head, but to see it clearly 
the head must be detached from the prothorax 

Secretipes, n. gen. 

Head entirely concealed from above, its under surface transversely impressed 
between eyes. Mandibles short and stout, when at rest touching middle coxae. 
Eyes moderately large, lateral, and rather coarsely faceted. Antennae moderately 
long, eleven-jointed, basal joint stout, apical one slightly longer and thinner than 
tenth, the others somewhat serrated. Palpi small, ai)ical joint securiform. Pro- 
thorax strongly convex, sides triangularly produced downwards and immarginatc. 
Scutellum semicircular. Elytra with striae confined to sides Prosternum and 
mc.sosttTnum very short and normally concealed; metasterntim elongate, nar¬ 
rowly grooved along middle, middle of apex wfilh two processes between hind 
coxae; side pieces narrow at base, subtriangular posteriorly. Abdomen with 
ba.sal segment rather short but distinct from sicle to side, second as large as third 
and fourth combined, fifth about half as long again as fourth. Legs rather small, 
the front ones smallc.st of all, and normally entirely concealed, their coxae in 
contact; middle legs received in lateral cavities, their tarsi received in shallow 
grooves, which are continued behind a median process of the mesosternum; hind 
legs received in abdominal depressions, the coxae touching elytra, trochanters 
rather large. 

This genus quite evidently belongs to the Xyletiiii, but appears to be excluded 
from Xyletinus itself, and from all other described genera of that group by the 
following characters in combination:—Front legs entirely concealed with head 
At rest; hind legs retractile into abdominal excavations; antennae serrated, the 
three apical joints neither greatly elongated nor clavate; elytral striae confined 
to sides. The species have the general appearance of those of Deltocryptus, the 
smaller ones of Pronus, and the more elongated ones of Dorcatoma; but all of 
these have a large three-jointed club. Owing to the intervention of the processes 
of the metasternum between the hind coxae the abdomen appears to be without 
an intercoxal process. Type of genus, S. xanthorrhoeac, 

Sectetipes xanthorrhocac, n. sp. Figs. 19, 40. 

Of a more or less dingy brown, parts of legs paler, antennae and palpi 
flavous. Densely clothed with minute pale pubescence. 

Densel^y and minutely punctate all over. Elytra with two moderate striae 
on each side, curving around apex, but only one almost touching suture. 
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Metasternum with median line somewhat dilated in middle but*%haUow there. 
Length, 2’5-3’5 mm. 

Ilab .—South Australia: Parachilna (E. L. Savage), Port Lincoln, Adelaide 
(Rev. T. Blackburn), Mount Lofty Ranges, takm by means of sweep net (A, M. 
Lea), Kangaroo Island (J. G. Otto Tepper), Lucmdale (B. A. Feuerheerdt); 
Western Australia: Swan River, Donnybrook (Lea). 

Some specimens have the upper surface almost castaneous-brown, on others 
It is mostly piceous-brown or even blackisb, but with the sides obscurely paler; 
the metastemum is sometimes darker than the abdomen. Although only two 
striae are fairly distinct on each side, a third is faintly indicated in parts. Most 
of the specimens were taken from the dry flowering stems of species of 
Xanthorrhoca. 

Secretipes latericoUis, n. sp. 

Dark castaneous-brown or piceous-brown; antennae, palpi, and tarsi {^er. 
nieta.sternum usually slightly darker than abdomen. Densely clothed with minute 
pale pubescence. 

With dense and minute punctures, but larger and more distinct on meta- 
.stemum and flanks of prothorax than elsewhere. Length, 2'5-2*75 mm. 

Hob. —Queensland: Dalby (Mrs. F H. Hobler), Townsville; New South 
Wales: Tamworth, Forest Reefs (A. M. Lea). 

In general appearance close to the preceding species, jind with similar elytral 
striae, except that they are somewhat deeper, but metastemum and flanks of 
prothorax with decidedly coarser punctures, the antennae are thinner, the basal 
joint is smaller, and the second larger in proportion. 

Seven specimens from northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection) pro¬ 
bably belong to this species, but are somewhat smaller (2-2*25 mm.) and thinner, 
and another from Dalby is still smaller. 

Aulacanobium, n. gen. 

Head concealed from above, under surface deeply bisinuate for reception of 
antennae. Eyes moderately large and with rather large facets. Antennae with 
basal joint large, the following seven small, the three apical ones forming a large 
club, of which the first and second joints each have a long ramus (longer in msde 
than in female). Prothorax transverse, sides trianmilarly produced downwards. 
Scutellum distinct. Elytra strongly striated. Prosteraum with triangular 
vertical flanks. Mesostemum normally concealed. Metasternum with a deep 
median groove. Abdomen with five segments, but only the intercoxal process of 
the first visible Legs rather short and received in cavities, the front pair thinner 
than the others, with their coxae pressed backwards and touching. 

Although the type of this genus was described by Olliff as a Dorcotoma, its 
antennae are very different from those of that genus, and are received in two deep 
sinuations on the under surface of the head (much as in Lastoderma serricorne), 
the front coxae are in contact (instead of widely separated), and there is no 
cavity in the breast behind them, so that instead of belonging to the Dorcatomides 
it really belongs to Xyletinides, and should be placed near Lamderma. 

Aulacanobium lanigerum, Oil, (Dorcotoma}. Figs. 13, 14, 20. 

The type of this genus was evidently described from a contracted specimen; 
it is some years since 1 examined it, but there are now before me specimens that 
were compared and agreed with it. The antennae were originally described as 
"reddish-testaceous,” but this only Spplies to the parts normal)^ visible; the 
club is composed of three black joints, of which the first and second each have a 
long ramus (longer in the male than in the female). There are nine striae on 
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each elytron, and they arc much stronger than on any other dcscnhed Australian 
species of the subfamily. Two specimens were marked as taken from a fungus 
by Mr. W. W. Froggatt. 

DicoelocephaluSt n. gen. 

Head concealed from above, base of under surface deeplv bimnuate and 
hollowed for reception of antennae. Eyes small. Antennae eleven-jointed, basal 
joint large, three apical ones forming a large loosely-compacted club Prothorax 
bisinuate at base. Scutellum distinct. Elytra closely applied, to prothorax, 
striate-punctate, or seriate-punctate. Prosternum with tiiangular flanks, base 
conjointly excavated with mesosternum on each side, for reception of front and 
middle legs; middle normally concealed by head; with an inner channel on each 
side for reception of side of head. Mesosternum concealed, except for intercoxal 
process. Metasternum deeply grooved in middle. .Abdomen with first segment 
entirely concealed by hind legs, except for a small intercoxal process, the three 
following segments large, with their sutures bisinuate, the apical one longer 
l^gs received into excavations; front coxae pressed backwards, their tips in 
contact, middle coxae widely separated, the hind one.s less widel> separated but 
extending to the sides of abdomen, hind femora partly received in coxal grooves, 
each knee received in a notch on the side of an elytron, tibiae received in femora; 
tarsi short, hind and middle ones each leceived m a narrow groove near the 
trochanter. 

With the head at rest the mandibles are in contact with the middle coxae, 
entirely concealing the front ones, so that, except for the more conspicuous rows 
of elytral punctures, there is nothing to distinguish the species from Dorcatoma; 
but on removing the head the front coxae are seen to l)c in contact, and there is 
no sternal cavity for the reception of the antennae, these being received in deep 
sinuations on the under .surface of the head, much as on Lasioderma scrricorne. 
From above the hind angles of the prothorax appear to he acute «and to embrace 
the sides of elytra, but from the sides they are seen to be rounded off and to be 
more than right angles The genus occurs also in New Zealand, as Mr. A. E. 
Brookes has an unnamed species of it from (^kauia Type of genus, />. 
granipennis. 

Dicoelocephalus granipennis, n sp I igs 21, 41 

Black, subopaque; parts of under surface and of legs obscurely paler; 
antennae reddish; wit^' ahnrf pale pubescence. 

Head with dense thin curved carina from near each 

eye to clypeal suture, a feeble median carina at base. 

Antennae with basal j but longer than wide, third some¬ 
what smaller, fourth St and second joints of club large, 

subequal, wider and shorter than apical joint. Prothorax twice as wide at liase 
as at apex, .sides finely margined; with small crowded punctures. Elytra with 
smalt punctures in shallow striae, both becoming deeper on sides, interstices with 
dense and ipinnte granules, denser on shoulders than elsewhere. Metastemum 
with moderately large punctures, median line closed at mesosternum, but open 
posterioriy, Apical segment of abdomen twice as long as the subapical one. 
Length, 4 *5-5'25 mm. 

^foh.—Western Australia: King George’s Sound (G. Masters), Donny- 
brook (A. M. Lea). 

An oblong^eIIipti4 strongly convex species, the pale pubescence on the black 
back|fit>und gives the upper surface a mouse-coloured appearance; in parts it is 
l<mcwhat wavy. The head and prothorax from some Erections appear densely 
tmd tneW granulate, but on the t^er surface the only true granules are on the 
there they are very small, but being somewhat shining th^ are very 
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distinct in certain lights. On several specimens a faint median Hne may be 
traced on the prothorax. From the side the notch on each elytron for the hind 
knee is very distinct, the notch for the middle knee is larger but less abrupt. 

Dicoelocephalus decipiens. n. sp. 

Of a dark dingy brown apd somewhat shining; under surface of head and 
antennae, except basal joint, paler; with rather dense, depressed, ashen 
pubescence. 

Head with dense and small but sharply defined punctures. Antennae with 
basal joint and three joints of club large, the intervening joints small Pro- 
thorax with dense and small punctnres Elytra parallel-sided to near apex; 
densely and finely punctate or shagreened, striation distinct on sides, but some¬ 
what obscure elsewhere. Prostemimi with triangular flanks exposed; racta- 
stemum apparently divided into two median parts by the tarsal grooves of the 
middle legs, with a deep and rather wide median line, in parts densely punctate 
and opaque, elsewhere shining. Abdomen apparently comi)oscd of four seg¬ 
ments, owing to the true ba.sal one being concealed by the hmd legs, except for a 
small intercoxal process l.ength, 2'25 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales; Galston (A. M. Lea). 

An oblong-elliptic species, much smaller than the preceding or the following 
ones but with the under surface of head deeply bisinuate, the lateral tri,ingles 
of prosternum exposed and with similar abdomen and front legs. 'I'hc middle 
parts of the sterna are evidently as in the following si»ecies, but the type being 
unique I have not dissected out the front and middle legs to examine the con¬ 
cealed parts. The elytral striae are traceable at regular intervals from suture 
to sides, but they appear as feeble undulations of a shagreened surface rather 
than defined lines containing distinct punctures; on the basal half of each side, 
however, there arc three rather well-defined rows of rather large rugose punc¬ 
tures, the outer row beyond the miiklle appears more as a simple stria, and 
curves around the apex almost to touch the suture. 

Dicoelocephalus obscuru.s. Mad. (i'ryptorhopalum). Fig. 22. 

This species was referred to Cryptorhopalum, of the Dermestidae, with 
expressed doubts; it certainly belongs to the Anobiidcs, and probably to 
Dicoelocephalus, with the type species of which it agrees in all essential generic 
features, notably in the bisinuate under .surface of head, in the antennae, and the 
abdomen. Some specimens before me were compared and agreed with the 
type, although they were not then dissected. It is considerably smaller than 
D. grampenms, somewhat narrower, seriate punctures of elytra less conspicuous, 
without granules, and metastemum different. When the sternae are clearly visible 
the middle of the mesosternum appears to be fairly long (about half the length 
of the metasternum) and rapidly narrowed to disappear between the front and 
middle legs, its hind margin being defined by the tarsal grooves, but this appear¬ 
ance is deceptive, as the part really belongs to the metastemum; when the head 
is removed the mesosternum is exposed, and its middle appears as a small process 
scarcely larger than the second joint of antennae. The rows of punctures on 
the sutural two-thirds of elytra are rather faint, but appear more distinct owing 
to the pubescence; on the sides they are distinct on the basal half, but posteriorly 
become faint, except that the outer row is curved around the apex so as almost 
to touch the suture. 

i/a&.-^ueensland: Gayndah (type), Dalby, Cairns; New Sooth Wales: 
lllawarra, Forest Reefs. 
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Deltocryptus, ti. gen. 

Pronotum with sides produced downwards; prostcrnuin normally entirely 
concealed, in ihc middle by the head, at the sides by the logs. Abdomen with 
basal segment concealed at sides by the legs, but with a fairly large triangular 
intercoxal process ; sutures of the three following segments incurved to middle. 
Otlicr characters as described in Dicoelocephalns. 

This genus is certainly close to DicoelocephaJtts, agreeing with it in the 
under surface of the head, antennae, concealed parts of legs, etc., but on that 
genus the pronotum is defined from the prosternum by an acute dividing line, 
between which and the front legs there is a well-defined triangle on each side; 
on the present genus the sides of the pronotum are brought downwards so that 
the dividing line between it and each side of the prostcrmim is in contact with 
the front legs, the triangle on each side being absent or rather entirely concealed; 
seen from each side there appears to be a triangular extension of the pronotum 
interposed between the front leg and eye for some distance, but for these to 
be in partial contact; on Dicocloccphalus the eye touches the exposed triangle 
of the prosternuni, which completely separates it from the legs. Most of the 
species have the general appearance as of belonging to Dorcaioma, and unset 
specimens cannot readily be distinguished from that genus, but on detaching 
the head its under surface may be .seen to be deeply bisinnate for the reception 
of the antennae (the head of at least one specimen of every species here described 
has been examined to make sure of this) ami that the front coxae are in contact. 
Type of genus, 1), punctiventris. 


Taulk of Speciks of Deltocryptus. 

A. Abdomen with long pubescence partly obscuring ith sutures .. 

AA. Abdomen with sutures well defined. 

B. Sutural half of elytra without distinct rows of punctures. 

a. Utidcr surface pale . 

aa. Metasternum black . 

BB. Sutural half of elytra with rows ol large, or at least distinct 
punctures. 

C. Pul>csccnce extremely short and inconspicuous 
('C, Pubescence mixed with longer hairs. 

D, Median line of metasternuni wide .. 

DI). Median line of inctasternum narrow in middle. 

E. Li’iigth, 2 mm. or more. 

EE. I.x?ngth, 1 i mm. or less .. ., . 


Urdus' 


iiimnootus 

funcrcus 


xylihttrnidcs 

aithi ostethus 

f^utfcthrHtris 

mirrosrofiirux 


Note on Table. 

The longer hairs arc usually inconspicuous, especially on />. aulacosiethus, 
unless the insect is viewed from the sides; but on />. xyleboyoldcs the pubescence 
itself is so short as to he almost dust-like. 


Deltocryptus punctiventris, n. sp. Figs. 15, 23, 42, 

Dark brown and slightly shining; under parts of head and antennae paler. 
Rather densely clothed with pale depressed pubescence, inlersperse<l with 
numerous suberect hairs or setae. 

Head with dense and small punctures. Antennae with basal joint and 
three joints of club large. Prothorax with punctures much as on head. Elytra 
with crowded and small punctures, and with regular rows of larger ones, 
becoming small posteriorly, the sides with rows of larger subquadrate punctures, 
the outer one curving around apex so as almost to touch the suture. Meta¬ 
sternum with crowded but sharply defined punctures, median line narrow and 
deq). Abdomen with dense punctures; basal segment distinct in middle and 
very narrowly traceable to sides. Length. 2-2*5 mm. 



Hab. —Tasmania: Hobart (H H. D. Griffith and A. M. Lea), Waratah, in 
moss (II. J. Carter and I.,ea), I^unceston (Aug. Simson); Victoria: Dividing 
Range (Rev. T. Blackburn); New South WsJes: National Park, in rotting 
leaves, Forest Reefs (Lea). 

The hairs among the pubescence are more conspicuous on some specimens 
than on others The head has a feeble median carina at the base, but it is 
sometimes concealed. On this’, as on all others of the genus, the middle of 
the mesostemum is represented by a small (almost pointed) shining process, 
concealed with the head at rest, but distinct after it has been removed. On all 
of them the eyes are rather small 

Deltocryptus ursua, n. sp. 

Dark brown; antennae and tarsi paler. Densely clothed with rather long, 
depressed, pale pubescence, and with some suberect hairs scattered about 

Head with dense and small punctures. Antennae with basal joint and three 
joints of club large, apical joint almost as wide and distinctly longer than either 
of the preceding ones. Prothorax with punctures as on head, but less distinct 
on account of clothing. Elytra with dense and minute punctures, and with rows 
of larger ones, becoming conspicuous on sides. Metasteinum with dense but 
rather sharp punctures: median line deep and narrow, but somewhat wider 
and ojicn posteriorly. Length, 2*5 mm. 

Hob. —Tasmania: Hobart (A. M, Lea). 

An oblong-elliptic species structurally rather close to the preceding one, 
but more densely clothed, the pubescence is longer and more conspicuous than 
on all the others here described, and on the upper surface of the tjrpe it is 
somewhat waved, but this may be accidental; on the abdomen it is almost as 
long as on the upper surface, and obscures the sutures from most directions 
The seriate punctures on the elytra are obscured by the clothing, so that it is 
difficult to trace a row throughout its length; but on each side there are three 
rows of larger ones that are rather conspicuous on the bastd half, of these the 
outer one only curves around the apex so as almost to reach the suture, 'fhere 
IS a concealed pectoral cavity, but it is for the reception of the tips of the 
mandibles, not for the antennae (as in Dorcatoma), these being received in the 
bisinuations on the under surface of the head; the front coxae (normally con¬ 
cealed) arc also pressed backwards, with their tips touching. 

Deltocryptus aulacoatethtu, n. sp. 

Blackish; head, elytra, and legs obscurely paler; tarsi and antennae much 
paler (almost flavous). With rather dense, depressed, ashen pubescence, in¬ 
terspersed with a few hairs. 

Head with dense and small punctures. Basal joint of antennae and three 
joints of club large. Prothorax with punctures as on head, but less distinct on 
account of clothing. Elytra parallel-sided to near apex; with dense and small 
punctures, and with conspicuous rows of somewhat angular ones, becoming 
smaller posteriorly, but even there distinct. Under surface with dense and small 
punctures; median line of metasternum deep and wide. Length, 2 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Tamworth (A. M. Lea). 

The seriate punemres on the sides of elytra are unusually large, so that 
thqr arc distinctly wider than the interstices, even n«ir the suture they are 
almost as wide as the interstices. With the head removed the median elevation 
of the mesostemum is quite conspicuous wheh viewed along the wide medhm line 
of the metasteraum. 
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Deltocryptus microscopicus, n. sp. 

Dark brown and somewhat shining; antennae and tarsi paler, metasternum 
almost black. With short, depre.ssed, and not very dense, ashen pubescence, 
interspersed with suberect hairs. 

Head with dense and small but rather sharp punctures. Antennae with 
basal joint and three joints of club large. Prothorax with base almost straight; 
punctures much as on head. Elytra widest near base, nowhere parallel-sided, 
with dense and small puncttires. and with rows of rather large angular punctures, 
becoming larger and rougher on sides. Under surface with dense and small 
but rather distinct punctures; median line of melastcrnuni deep and narrow. 
Length, 1-1*25 mm. 

Hab ,—New South Wales: Sydney, National Park, in rotting leaves (A. M, 
Lea). 

A minute, elliptic-ovate species, at first apparently belonging to Dorcaioma, 
but with under surface of head deeply bisinuate for the reception of antennae, 
front coxae in contact, and median process of mesosternum quite distinct from 
behind, when the head has been removed. 

Deltocryptus xyleboroides, n. sp. 

Of a dingy castaneous-brown and subopaque, sutures of elytra and of 
metasternum narrowly infuscated; antennae flavous; with very short and 
inconspicuous pubescence. 

Head with crowded and small punctures, with a thin median carina becoming 
acute posteriorly. Antennae with basal joint and three apical joints of club 
large. Prothorax scarcely one-fourth wider than long; densely and minutely 
punctate, middle of apical half minutely gra,nulate. Elytra long and parallel¬ 
sided to near apex, .surface shagreened or minutely punctate, with regular rows 
of rather large but shallow asperate punctures, becoming deeper on sides. Meta- 
sternum with dense but fairly sharp punctures; median line deep and narrow. 
Length, 2*75 nim. 

Hab, —Queensland: Bundaberg (A. M. Lea). 

An elongate parallel-sided species, in general appearance unlike the others 
here described, but with the under surface of head deeply bisinuate for the 
reception of antennae, front coxae in contact, and other generic details in 
conlormity with them. Seen directly from above it has a striking resemblance 
to small Scolytidae of the genus Xyleborus. 

Deltocr}rptu8 inamoenus, n. sp. Fig. 24. 

Castaneoua, parts of prothorax and of elytra slightly infuscated, antennae 
fiavous; with short, depressed, pale pubescence. 

Head and prothorax with dense minute punctures. Antennae with basal 
joint and three joints of club large. Elytra with dense and minute punctures, 
inrith large seriate ones confined to sid^s. Metastemum more shining, slightly 
darker and with sparser punctures than abdomen, median line deep and narrow. 
Length, 2 tnm. 

HiA ,—^South Australia: Tarcoola (A, M. Lea), 

On the type there is a large infuscation on the prothorax and elytra about 
^ aentellum, but its outlines are not well defined and it may not be constant. 
Ti|e sutural half of each elytron is without traces of striation, but on each side 
there are three rows of somewhat angular punctures, of which the outer row 
changes to a stria and is curved around the apex so as almost to touch the suture. 
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Deltociyptus funereuB» n. sp* 

Black or blackish, legs obscurely paler, antennae flavous; with short, 
depressed, pale pubescence. 

Head with dense and small but fairly distinct punctures, becoming smaller 
on prothorax. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large, each 
joint, except the first and eleventh, acutely produced on one side. Elytra with 
dense and small punctures, witji distinct rows on sides, but elsewhere without 
distinct ones. Metasternum more shining than abdomen, slightly darker, and 
with a rather wide median line. Length, 2 mm. (vix). 

Hah ,—South Australia: Barton (A. M. Lea). 

Fairly close to the preceding species but much darker, metasternum with a 
wider median line and antennae different. In j)reparing an antenna for mounting 
in Canada balsam, the apical joint was lost, but it was of large size. 

Anobium areolicolle, n. sp. Fig. 25. 

Of a dingy brown, under surface somewhat darker than upper, palpi and 
usually parts of the tarsi paler. Densely clothed with short brownish 
pubescence, partly depressed, and partly sloping. 

Head with dense, small, and even granules. Eyes prominent but not ver> 
large. Antennae extending to hind coxae, basal joint large, second rather stnall, 
third to eighth still smaller and somewhat serrated, ninth about as long as the 
six preceding joints combined, slightly longer than tenth, and slightly shorter 
than eleventh. Prothorax moderately transverse, deeply notched on each side 
of base, each notch bounded in front by an acutely produced part of the side; 
with two large areolets on each side, the first extending from the apex to one- 
third from the base and closed, the other latero-basal, smaller, and open ex¬ 
ternally ; granules as on head but, more obscured by clothing. Elytra parallel¬ 
sided to near apex; with rows of large quadrate punctures, the interstices 
moderately convex, about the width of the seriate punctures, and minutely 
granulate. Pectoral canal deep from apex of prothorax to basal third of meta- 
slernuni, a narrow, deep, median line from thence to apex of the latter. Under 
surface with dense and small granules, basal segment of abdomen almost half 
the length of second. Length, 5-6 mm. 

Hab, —Tasmania: Lakes district (Rev. T. Blackburn and Aug. Simson), 
Hobart (Commander J. J. Walker and A. M. I.-ca); Victoria: Dividing Range 
(Blackburn). 

At first glance fairly close to A, australiense (lladrobreymns), but pro- 
thorax less gibbous in middle, the notch on each side of the base much larger, 
the projection before each notch larger and more acute, and the eyes much 
smaller, 'fhe pubescence of the under surface and legs is somewhat f>aler than 
on the upper surface, and in some lights has a slightly golden gloss. 'I'lie 
lateral areolets of the prothorax are separated by an obtuse sinuous ridge. In the 
figure of the antennae the third to ninth joints (inclusive) are shown as rather 
longer than they should be. 

Anobium angultifuscum, n. sp. 

Dark brown; antennae, palpi, and parts of legs paler. Clothed with rather 
short ashen pubescence. 

Jfead with dense and minute punctures. Eyes prominent but not very 
large. Antennae with basal joint rather large, second much smaller, third to 
eighth much smaller, ninth slightly wider and slightly longer than tenth, and 
slightly wider and shorter than eleventh, the latter as long a$ second to eighth 
combined. Prothorax somewhat gibbous In middle near base, sides somewhat 
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triangularly produced downwards, front angles strongly concave, the hind ones 
less so; punctures dense and small. Elytra thin, parallel-sided to near apex; 
with rows of rather large, subquadratc, but shallow and asperate, punctures, 
becoming shallower posteriorly; interstices scarcely separately convex, except 
on sides, where the striation is moderately deep, with minute punctures. Kasai 
segment of abdomen about half the length of the following one, ah with curved 
sutures. Legs long and thin Length, 3 mm. , 

IIab ,—'Pasmania (Rev. T. Blackburn). 

A dark thin species. The front and middle coxae are conspicuously 
separated, but the intcrcoxal process of the mesosternum has an even slope, 
instead of being deeply concave, as in A, domesticum and closely allied species, 
and the median line of the metastermmi is deep and wide on the posterior half, 
but absent from in front. 

Pronus subhumeralis, n. sp. Fig. 26. 

Dull castaneous-brown, legs and antennae paler; nietastcrnum black or 
blackish, abdomen sometimes almost as dark. With very short, dei)ressed, pale, 
uniform pubescence. 

Head with minute punctures. Antennae eleven-jointed, basal joint and three 
joints of club large. Prothorax with minute punctures; margins somewhat 
projecting. Elytra parallel-sided to near apex; with rather fine but distinct 
striae, becoming deeper and containing more distinct punctures on sides; inter¬ 
stices with punctures as on prothorax. Metastemum with median line narrow; 
punctures minute. Abdomen with basal segment along middle fully as long as 
second or fifth, three median ones with straight .sutures* Length, 2*75-3*5 mm. 

Hab .—Lord Howe Island (A. M. I.ca). 

With some doubtsS this species is referred to Pronus, from the described 
species of which it differs in being considerably smaller and with smaller eyes; 
and the elytra with shallower striae, except on the sides, where they are deeper. 
It has the general appearance of the more elongate species of Dorcatoma, but 
the antennae pass over, instead of between the front coxae; the middle coxae 
are distinctly separated, but the space between them is transversely excavated 
and open, in Dorcatoma the cavity betw*een them is concealed; in thi.s species 
also the basal segment of the abdomen is large, and the legs are not capable of 
being received in special depressions. 1'he male is usuallv slightly smaller and 
darker than the female, and his abdomen is sometimes ahnost black; both sexes 
usually have a latero-basal infuscation on each elvtron, but it is sometimes absent, 
and its borders are never sharply defined. Specimens were obtained in 
abundance by beating shrubs over an umbrella. A badly-damaged si)ecimen 
probably belongs to the species, but is almost entirely black or blackish. 

Pronus marmoratus, n. sp. 

Castaneou,s-brown or piceous-brown, sometimes almost black; antennae, 
palpi, and legs paler. Densely clothed with short ashen pubescence, darker in 
parts on elytra. 

Head with dense minute punctures. Eyes small and prominent. Antennae 
with first joint and three joints of club large, second and third thin and moder¬ 
ately long, fourth to eighth shorter and feebly serrated. Prothorax with 
minute inconspicuous punctures. Elytra with puntcures as on prothorax, but 
towards and on each side with fairly well-defined striae, of which one curves 
around the apex and almost extends to the suture. Metasternum w*ith a narrow 
median line; punctures as on upper surface. Tw^o basal segments of abdomen 
hrgt, the three median ones with straight sutures. Length, 2*25-3 mm. 
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Hofr.—Norfolk Island (A. M. Lea). 

In general appearance close to P. subhmneraUs, but el 3 rtra without striae 
on sutural half, and with somewhat varie^ted pubescence. The males are 
usually darker than the females (several pairs were taken in cop.), sometimes 
their body parts being entirely blackish; the females are sometimes of a rather 
bright castaneous; but usually the metastemum and abdomen are darker than 
the prothorax and elytra; on pale specimens the suture is narrowly blackish. 
On each elytron the pubescence has several dark patches: a round one near the 
base and suture, a transverse postmedian one obliquely narrowed posteriorly, 
and a small subapical one, the three being sometimes narrowly joined together; 
the markings are usually quite distinct from certain directions, especially in the 
males, but on the females they are sometimes indistinct, and on abrasion are 
obscured or disappear. Numerous specimens were obtained by beating foliage, 
four were taken from fut^, and one from rotting leaves. 

CaLYM M AUERUS.^*®^ 

This genus is closely allied to Dorcatoma and Mirosternus, but is distinct 
b> the club of the antennae, the basal joint of which is large, oblong, and as long 
as the two apical ones combined, or somewhat longer, the two apical ones arc 
closely approximated, so as sometimes to appear but one I'he front coxae are 
widely separated, and there is a concealed sternal cavity, but when the head is 
removed a distinct median notch in the breast is exposed 

Thaptor was proposed by Gorham for some Central American species, and 
an Australian one was referred to it by Pic, but the genus was subsequently 
considered as synonymofls with Calymmaderus. 

The Australian species before me may be thus tabulated'— 

A Elytra without sharply impressed lateral striae . f'uh'truleus 

AA Elytra with one sharply defined stria on each side iiiiMlnalut 

AAA Elytra with two on each side 

B Shining and with very minute pubescence .. .. .'. tHctsm 

BB Opaque and with lunger, but still short, pubescence . . mconsptiuut 

Calymmaderus pulverulena, n. sp. Fig. 27. 

Dark piceous-brown and shining, antennae and legs paler. Pubescence 
minute 

Head with dense and small punctures. Eyes large and with fairly large 
facets Antennae with basal joint large, second and third moderately large, 
fouith to eighth small, ninth as long as seven preceding combined and lon|;er 
than two following combined. Prothorax with minute punctures, becoming 
more distinct on sides Elytra with snudl and minute punctures, striae feeble 
and lateral Metastemum with a narrow median line, and with irregularly 
distributed punctures Basal segment of abdomen distinct in middle, elsewhere 
almost concealed by the hind legs. Length, 3-3'25 mm. 

Hob —Norfolk Island (A. M. Lea). 

An elongate-elliptic, strongly convex, shinit^ species, with pubescence 6t> 
extremely short tliat it causes the surface to appear dusty, rather than clothed. 
On the elytra the subbasal lateral swelling has larger punctures than elsewhere, 
although small; behind it two feeble striae commence, and are traceable almost 
to the suture, but they are nowhere sharply deigned. 


Solier, m Gay, Hist. d. Chile, Zool, iv., p, 472; d» Col., Iv., p. 9215, 
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Calymmadenis incisus, n. sp. 

Bright castaneous and shining. With minute pubescence. 

Head less shining than elsewhere; with dense and minute punctures. Eyes 
rather large and with large facets. Antennae with basal joint large, second 
moderately large, third to eighth small, ninth large, oblong, almost as long as 
the two following combined. Prothorax and elytra with minute punctures, 
striae of the latter confined to the sides. Metasternum with a narrow and 
rather deep median line. Basal segment of abdomen distinct only in middle, 
where it appears as a curvilinear triangle. Length, 2‘75 mm 

Hab. —Queensland: Brisbane (A. J. Coates). 

A shining species approaching the preceding, but paler, and with two well- 
defined striae on each side of elytra; the striae are feeble near the base, but 
suddenly become deeper beyond the latero-basal swelling, they then curve around 
the apex, where the upper one terminates, the lower being continued almost to 
the suture. The sternal notch is continued to the base of the middle coxae. 

Calymmaderus inconspicuus, n. sp. Fig. 28. 

Of a dingy subopaque brown. Densely clothed with short. <lepressed, ashen 
pubescence. 

Head with dense and minute punctures. Eyes rather large, .\ntennae with 
basal joint large, second moderately large; first joint of club thicker and slightly 
longer than two following combined. Prothorax and elytra with dense and 
small or minute pimcturcs, the elytra with faint traces of discal striation, and 
with two deep striae on each side. Metasternum more shining and with larger 
punctures than elsewhere, a deep median line confined to posterior half. Basal 
segment of abdomen distinct only in middle. Length, mm. (vix.). 

Ilab .—Lord Howe Island, unique (A. M. Lea). 

An oblong-ellipUc species, with the general outlines of C. pulverulens, but 
subopaque, and elytra with two sharply defined striae on each side, beginning 
quite close to the base, and both curving around the apex, but only the lower 
one almost touching the suture. 'I'he sternal notch is continued as a narrow 
triangle between the middle coxae. 

Calymmaderua unistriatus, n. sp. 

Piceous-brown and feebly shining; with very short, depressed, ashen 
pubescence. 

Head with dense and minute punctures. Eyes rather large and with large 
facets. Antennae with basal joint large, second rather large, the next seven 
small, basal joint of club as long as the seven preceding joints combined, or 
the two apical ones combined. Prothorax with crowded minute punctures. 
Elytra with punctures as on prothorax, btit in addition with faint rows of slightly 
larger ones, each side with one conspicuous stria. Meta.sternum with rather 
sharply defined punctures in front, median line narrow and deep on posterior 
half only. Basal segment of abdomen distinct in middle. Len^h, 4 mm. 

Hob .—New South Wales: Illawarra (G. Compere). 

An oblong-elliptic, dingy species, with the general outlines of C. pulverulens, 
but with a distinct stria on each side; tliere are faint traces of striation con¬ 
taining very feeUe punctures on the di.se of the elytra, and towards the sides 
thje punctures and rows become more distinct; beyond the latero-basal swelling 
tbe outer row suddenly alters to a narrow stria, which is continued around the 

almost to touch the suture. 
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Caenocara. 

I'his genus is closely allied to Dorcaioma, of which it is sometimes regarded 
as a section; and, as in that genus, the front coxae of its species are widely 
separated, to allow the passage of part of the atitennae into a concealed sternal 
cavity; in the male the basal joint of its club, however, has a produced part more 
than twice as long as its support. 

I'he two Australian species here referred to the genus have the first joint 
of the club strongly produced to one side as in the European C. boinstac, and 
the abdomen (except as to its punctures) if somewhat similar, but the eyes are 
much larger. 

Caenocara insigmeomia, n. sp. Fig. 29. 

Pale castaneous and shining, suture of elytra and some marginal parts of 
sterna narrowly infuscated. Densely clothed with short, pale, semierect 
pubescence. 

Head with minute punctures. Eyes large and with coarse facets. Antennae 
with basal joint and three joints of club large. Prothorax with minute punc¬ 
tures, more distinct on sides than in middle. Elytra with small punctures, 
striae confined to sides. Metasternum with a narrow median line. Abdomen 
composed of apparently four segments, the true basal one being almost entirely 
concealed by the hind legs, length, 2*75 mm. 

Hab, —Tasmania: Frankford (— Walken in Simson’s collection). 

The antennae are composed of eight joint.s, of which three form a club; 
the first of these has a produced part more than twice as long as its support, 
the second is strongly dilated to apex and incurved there, and the third is 
elongatc-rcniform. There are two striae on the side of each elytron, but they 
are faint on the basal third, then they suddenly become deep, and are so con¬ 
tinued around the apical curve, when the upper one terminates, the lower one 
being continued so as almost to touch the suture. 

This species is certainly congeneric with the New Zealand Cyphanobium 
illusire, Hroun (which accordingly should be transferred to Caenocara)^ but 
differs from it in being somewhat larger, less densely clothed, the male (the 
only sex known to me) with somewhat smaller eyes, the second joint of club 
very different from the first, instead of similar, and the apical one shorter and 
stouter; the female of that species has antennae as on many species of 
Dorcatoma, Broun described the antennae as being composed of eleven joints, 
but he was probably deceived by the pubescence; under a compound power I 
can only see eight joints. 

Caenocara vigilans, n. sp. 

Reddish-castaneous and shining, pronotum somewhat darker, elytra piceous- 
brown; with short, dense, suberect, whitish pubescence. 

Head with small and sparse punctures. Eyes large, each slightly wider 
than the interocular space, and with rather large facets. Antennae with basal 
joint and three joints of club large. Prothorax with minute punctures. Elytra 
with dense and minute punctures; striae confined to sides. Abdomen 
apparently composed of but four segments, the basal one being almost entirely 
concealed. Length, 2 mm. 

Hoi .—Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection). 

Differs from the preceding species in being smaller, narrower, and darker, 
eyes larger, and basal joint of club with a longer process. In appearance it is 
strikingly close to Dorcatoma aniennalis, and it has similar striation, but the 
eyes are larger, club considerably larger, with the produced part of its basal 
joint almost thrice as long as its support, hence the species was referred to 
Caenocara rather than to Dorcatoma. There are two deep striae on the side 
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of each elytron, conunencing near the base, and terminated evenly almost at the 
suture. Only one antenna is left on the type, so it was not detached for 
examination under a compound power, and I was unable to count the joints 
between the large basal one and the club. 

Dorcatoma. 

Unset specimens of this genus have the head with the tips of the mandibles 
resting on the intcrcoxal process of the nietastemum, entirely concealing the 
middle of the prosternum, mesosternum, and the front coxae, with the antennae 
and legs received in appropriate cavities, so as not to interrupt the continuity 
of outlines. When the head and prothorax are removed, it may be seen that 
a large cavity exists in the nietastemum for the reception of the joints of the 
clubs, and that the mesosternum has been forced back, so as to appear as a 
vertical wall on each side, and to be quite concealed in the middle by the over¬ 
lapping intercoxal process of the metasternum, much as in the Hawaiian genus 
Mirosternus, but they are ivithout the deep and wide median line on the meta- 
sternum, characteristic of that genus; the front coxae are widely separated, so 
as to allow of the passage of part of the antennae to the concealed cavity. l‘he 
eyes vary considerably in size, but their facets are usually large. They all 
have the basal joint of antennae large, and the three apical ones large (usually 
very large), and forming a loosely compacted club, of which the first and second 
joints are more or less triangular, the intervening joints are small and difficult 
to count. The abdomen of most species from the sides appears to be composed 
of four segments, with the sutures well defined, but the sutures often tend to 
obliteration, or at least to become indistinct in the middle; the true basal 
segment is normally concealed by the hind legs, except in the middle, where it 
appears as a small intercoxal process, and the extreme margins, which sometimes 
appear as narrow shining rims behind the coxae. TJiey all have short, more or 
less uniform, pubescence or setae, usually erect or suherect, but occasionally 
depressed. The Australian species here referred to the genus may be roughly 
divided into two sections:—1. Those of a short, broad, “dumpy'’ torm, usually 
with fine striae near the suture of elytra, as well as stronger ones on the sides, 
and those of rather more elongate hut still compact form (as ilie iMnopcan 
L). chrysomcliua and D, flavicornis), with elytral slriation usually cutilined to the 
sides, and basal segment of abdomen more di.stinct. The head of at least one 
specimen of every species, here described, has been detached from the body, 
so that the coxae and concealed parts of the sterna could be examined, as well 
as the under surface of the head it.self; and an antenna of each was usually 
mounted in Canada balsam, for examination under the microscope. The tarsi 
are usually paler than the rest of the legs, but they are normally concealed. 

(liorham^*'^ considered Dorcatoma contained forms with 11, 10, and 8 joints 
to llie antennae, and that Caenocara was only a section of it. D, lauigera, Oil., 
is here commented upon as the type of a new genus, Atdacanobium. 


Table of Australian Species of Dorcatoma, 


A. Head with a Y-shaped impression between eyes 

AA. Head with two deep longitudinal grooves joining clypeal suture 

AAA. Head without special impressions behind clypeal suture. 

B, Elytra with rows of large punctures on sides near base. 

a. Punctures enclosed within the striae. 

aa. Punctures extending beyond the striae. 

BB. Elytra without* rows of large punctures on sides near base. 

C First joint of club much wider than long. 

b. Almost circular; eyes rather small . 

bb, £lliptic>Qvate; eyes large. 

UD Gorham, Biol, Cent. Amer., Coleoptera, iii„ part 2, p. 208. 


inicrocnlans 

bisnlciceps 


norfoU'viists 

punctilatcra 


subcircularis 

antennalis 


CC. First joint of club longer than wide, or scarcely wider than 
long. 

D. Elytra without distinct lateral striae; chib blackish. 

c. Pubescence wavy. 

CC. Pubescence not wavy . 

DD. Elytra with distinct lateral striae. 

E Each elytron with one stria or none between the suture 
and lateral ones. 

d. Each side with three distinct striae - 

dd. Each side with less tKkn three striae. 

e. Eyes large . 

ee. Eyes si^l . 

EE Each cl 3 rtron with two striae between the suture and 
lateral ones. 

f More than 2 mm. long .. , . . 

ff Less than 2 mm long. 

EEE Each elytron with more than two striae between the 
suture and lateral ones. 

F Elytra at ba.sal third with striae at regular intervals from 
suture to sides, 

g. Eyes large; elytra castaneous 

qg Eyes small; el^ra deep black. 

FF Elytra with an interval between suture and each side 
where no striae are traceable 
G. Conjoint width of eyes e<iual to or wider than inter- 
ocular space. 

h More than 2*5 mm. long .. 
hh. I./CSS than 2*5 mm long .. 

GG Conjoint width of eyes leas than width of interocular 
space. 

H. Less than 3 nun. long. 

HH Not less than 3 mm. long .. . 


rhisobiaides 

elliptica 


atripennis 

pimctipennis 

marginahs 


modica 

tntmnta 


trrasa 

atcrrtfna 


macrops 

swtulans 


tasmaniensis 

corticalis 


Notes on Table. 

E, EE, and EKIv TAe striae near the suture arc usually faint, but are 
traceable in certain lights. 

hh. On IJ. simulans, in some lights, very faint striation may be traced 
beyond the shoulders, but it is very feeble and invisible from most directions. 

Dorcatoma interocularis, n. sp. Fig. 30. 

Dark piceous-brown, sterna almost black, antennae paler; with short, sub* 
erect, pale, setose pubescence. 

Head finely granulate or shagreened, with a Y-shaped impression between 
eyes; d}rpeal sutur^ deep, with two small impressions touching its hind edge. 
Antennae apparently ten-jointed, first joint large, second moderately large, &e 
five following ones small, but two of them produced to one side; first joint of 
club large, produced on one side and rounded there, second subtriangular, third 
slightly longer and thinner. Prothorax with dense and small punctures. Elytra 
with similar punctures, with fine but distinct striae almost or quite disappearing 
posteriorly, except that on each side there is a conspicuous one from base to 
apex. Under surface with more distinct punctures than upper surface; meta¬ 
sternum with larger and sparser punctures than abdomen, and with a vety 
narrow and faint median line. Length, 3 mm. 

Hob .—New South Wales: Wollongong (A. M. Lea). 

Very distinct from the other Austrian species the Y-shaped impression 
on the head, its three parts arc narrowly impressed, hut the Y itself is ratheur 
wide. The abdomen appears to be compos^ of but four segments, as o^y 
minute parts of the true basal one arc visible. The legs of the type have not 
been removed from their cavities, but as the head has been detadied the front 
«oxae are seen to be widely separated. The eyei we of moderate sue, and wfth 
rather large facets. 
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Dorcatoma biaulcicepa, n. sp. 

Blackish, prothorax and abdomen obscurely paler, antennae obscurely red- 
dish. Pubescence short and pale. 

Head with two, deep, narrow grooves, close tof^^her from about half-way 
between eyes, to where they terminate in the deep clypeal suture Antennae with 
basal joint and three joints of club large, the intervening ones small and 
apparently five in number. Prothorax with minute punctures. Elytra with 
fairly distinct punctures, with fine striae on disc almost disappearing posteriorly, 
each side with three well-defined striae towards base, but only one contimious 
to apex. Under surface as described in preceding species Length, 3 mm. 

Hah ,—New South Wales (Blackburn^s collection); Queensland. Mount 
Tambourine (A. M. Lea). 

In appearance close to the preceding species, but slightly darker, elytra with 
lateral striae more distinct towards base, and head with two deep longitudinal 
grooves. The pubescence is semierect and appears to be easily abraded, as one 
specimen has most of the upper surface glabrous. Under a fairly high power 
of the microscope 1 can count only five joints between the large basal joint of 
antennae and the club, so that the antennae appear to be nine-jointed; it is 
probable, however, that they really have ten joints. 

Dorcatoma irrasa, n. sp. Figs. 16. 17. 31 

Caslaneous. Uniformly clothed with short, semierect, setose pubescence. 

Head with inconspicuous punctures. Eyes large, facets rather small. 
Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large. Prothorax with small 
and rather dense punctures, larger on flanks than in middle. Elytra with dense 
and small punctures, striation fine but well defined, except on parts of apical 
slope, deq)er on sides than elsewhere, but only one stria on each side traceable 
to apex. Metasternum with sparser and more sharply defined punctures than 
on upper surface; median line feeble. Abdomen apparently composed of four 
segments, the first being almost entirely concealed. Length, 2*75-3 mm. 

Hah ,—Western Australia: Donnybrook (A. M. Lea). 

A comparatively large castaneous species, the elytra with distinct striation, 
except on parts of the apical slope, where, owing to the greater density of the 
punctures, they are indistinct or absent. Some specimens are slightly darker 
than others, and .some have the legs and mandibles perceptibly darker than the 
sterna and abdomen. Under a hand lens the antennae appear to be composed 
of a large basal joint, two small following ones, and a club of three large joints; 
but under a compound power they are seen to be eleven-jointed. 

Dorcatoma corticalis, n. sp. 

Blackish-brown, sterna black, club reddish. AVith uniform, .short, semierect, 
ashen pubescence. 

Head opaque and with crowded but rather sharply defined punctures. Eyes 
not very large, but with rather large facets. Antennae with basal joint large 
and a dub of three large joints, the intervening joints small and seven in number. 
Prothorax with dense, partially concealed, punctures. Elytra with two deep 
striae on each side, one short, the other traceable to apex, clsew^here with fine 
striae, but disappearing about apical slope, where the punctures are denser than 
elsewhere. Metastertmm with a narrow but well-defined median line. length, 
3-3*75 tnm. 

jfiTab.—South Australia: Adelaide, Pillaworta, under bark (Rev, T. Black- 
bum), Mount Lofty (S. H. Curnow, A, H. Elston, and J, G. O. Tepper); 
Tasmania: Launceston (Aug. Simson). 
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Structurally close to D, irrasa, but darker, with denser and somewhat larger 
punctures, head less shining, and with smaller eyes; as on that species the true 
basal segment of abdomen appears as a narrow shining rim behind the hind 
coxae. Under the microscope the antennae appear to be almost exactly as in 

fig. 31. At first glance t_specimens appear to be entirely black, but on close 

examination the metastemum and legs arc seen to be darker than the adjacent 
parts, the club is pale, but is normally concealed. For a short distance there 
are two deep striae on the side Of each elytron, but only one is continuous. As 
viewed back downwards the sides and apex of abdomen appear to be enclosed 
by a double elytral margin, but one of these margins really consists of a narrow 
edging of the abdomen itself; a somewhat similar but less conspicuous double 
edging may be seen on other species. 

Dorcatoma macrops, n. sp. 

Blackish, head and antennae paler. With short, more or less erect, ashen 
])ubescencc. 

Head, antennae, and prothorax as described for I), irrasa. El)d:ra with 
more distinct punctures than on prothorax, striation well defined near suture, 
faint or absent about middle and about apical slope, each side.with three deep 
striae near base, but only one of these traceable to apex. Meta.sternum with a 
well-defined but narrow median line. length, 2*75 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Illawarra (G. Compere). 

Structurally close to D. irrasa but darker, and smaller than the average size 
of that species, with the median line of metasternum more sharply defined; in 
colour it is nearer to D. corticalis, but the lateral striae more nearly resemble 
those of the first-named one. So far as the antennae could be examined under 
the microscope, without detaching them from the head, they appear to be com¬ 
posed of eleven joints, as in D, irrasa, but the first joint of the club is more 
pointed inwards (triangular) than on that species. Of the two specimens taken 
by Mr. Compere one has the metastemum and abdomen of the same shade of 
colour, on the other the metasternum is slightly the darker. A specimen from 
Queensland (Mount Tambourine, A. M. I^a) probably belongs to the species, 
but the elytral striae are somewhat fainter, and the abdomen and head are 
uniformly reddish. 

Dorcatoma tasmaniensis, n. sp. Fig. 32. 

Deep black, prothorax obscurely diluted with red, head slightly paler, club 
of antennae still paler. With short, ashen, semiupright pubescence, sparser on 
elytra than elsewhere. 

Head shining and with rather inconspicuous punctures; clypeal suture deep 
and moderatly curved. Eyes comparatively small. Antennae with basal joint 
and three joints of club large, the intervening ones small. Prothorax with dense 
and small punctures. Elytra with slightly larger punctures than on prothorax, 
striation distinct in parts. Metastemum with median line very narrow but 
distinct. Length, 2*5 mm. 

Hab .—Tasmania (Aug. Simson), Hobart, from fallen leaves, Latrobe, in 
flood debris, Mole Creek (A. M. Lea). 

Structurally close to D, macrops, but smaller and somewhat wider in pro¬ 
portion, eyes distinctly smaller, median line of metastemum thinner and less 
deep, and abdominal sutures less distinct across middle. There arc three fairly 
distinct striae and a feeble one (the latter sometimes absent) on each side of 
the suture from near the base to about the middle, when they disappear; on 
each side there are three well-defined ones, but only one of these extends to 
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the apex. There are probably eleven joints to the antennae, but 1 can only 
count six between the large basal joint and the club. 

Dorcatoma modica, n. sp. Fig, 33. 

Dark castaneous-brown, head and antennae pafer. With short suberect 
pubescence. 

Head shining and with small punctures. Antennae with basal joint and 
three joints of club large. Eyes large and with rather large facets Prothorax 
with minute punctures, becoming somewhat larger on sides. Elytra with small 
but rather sharply defined punctures, striation distinct near suture and on sides. 
Metastemum with median line very narrow, but slightly dilated at the ends, 
length, 2*5 mm, 

Hab ,—Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection), Cairns (E. Allen). 

About the size of P. iasmauiensis, hut less dark, with decidedly larger eyes 
and median line of metasternum different. Each elytron has two fairly distinct 
striae near the suture, of which the first terminates slightly beyond the middle, 
the second slightly before it, there are three deep striae on each side, but only 
one of these curves round so as almost to touch the suture, 'riie antennae are 
probably eleven-jointed, but even under a fairly high power of the microscope 
I could not count the number of joints between the large basal one and the club. 

A specimen from southern Queensland (Dalby, Mrs. V. IT. llobler) probably 
belongs to this species, but is smaller, 2*25 mm., rather less dark, and of the 
striae near the suture the first is feeble and the second is traceable with difficulty. 

Dorcatoma antennalis, n. sp. Fig. 34. 

Black, head and abdomen obscurely reddish, antennae paler. With shoit, 
dense, subcrect, pale pubescence. 

Head shining and with minute punctures. Eyes large and with rather large 
facets. Antennae with basal joint, and three joints of club large. Prothorax 
with fairly distinct punctures on sides, but feeble elsewhere. Elytra with minute 
punctures, striae distinct only on sides. Median line of metasternum very 
narrow. length, 2*25 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Cairns (A. M. 1-ea). 

At first glance apparently belonging to the preceding species, but distinct 
by the sides of elytra and antennae; each side has two deep striae commencing 
near the base, and curved round so as almost to touch the suture, and a sliallower 
marginal one that connects with the sutural stria; the stUural one is distinct on 
the apical slope, elsewhere it is faintly traceable only in certain lights. The 
first joint of the club has a produced part almost twice the length of its support, 
and denoting an approach to Caenocara, the second is triangularly dilated to the 
apex, with the apex slightly incurved, and the apical joint longer but thinner 
than the others. I could not count the joints between the first and the club, 
but they are certainly more than four in number. Hie elytral pubescence from 
certain directions appears to be slightly lineate in arrangement. 

A specimen from northern Queensland (Blackburn's collection) appears 
to belong to this species, but is smaller (2 mm.) and mostly castaneous. the 
elytra only being of a rather dark brown. 

Dorcatoma aimulans, n. sp. 

Dark brown, head and abdomen paler, antennae still paler. With dense, 
short, pale, suberect pubescence. 

Head shining and with small punctures. Eyes large, with rather large 
facets. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large. Prothorax 



with minute punctures, becoming larger and denser on sides. Elytra with rather 
sharply defined punctures, striation distinct near suture, feeble in middle, deep 
on sides. Median line of metastemum narrow. Length, 2-2’2S mm. 

Hab .—Northern Territory: Darwin (W. K. Hunt). 

In general appearance close to D, modica and with similar eyes and antennae, 
but elytral striae different; ou each elytron there are two distinct striae near the 
suture (but vanishing on the apical slope), then some feeble ones, but sufficiently 
clear in certain lights, then three well-defined ones on the side; of these the 
first is short, the next extends to about level with the base of the subapical 
segment, and the third is deepened and curves around so as almost to touch the 
suture. From some directions the elytral pubescence appears distinctly lineate 
in arrangement. Two of the seven specimens before me have the elytra and 
metastemum almost black, another is almost entirely castaneous. 

Dorcatoma aterrima, n. sp. 

Deep shining black, antennae obscurely reddish. 

Head with minute punctures. Eyes much smaller than usual. Antennae 
with basal joint and three joints of club large. Protborax with minute punc¬ 
tures, becoming comparatively large on sides. Elytra with rather sparse but 
well-defined punctures on basal half, becoming crowded posteriorly; ^sal half 
with well-defined striae, becoming longer on sides, but only one traversing the 
densely punctate space so as almost to touch the suture. Metastemum with a 
narrow median line, and with di.stinct punctures, but much sparser than on 
abdomen. Length, 2*5 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales (Blackburn’s collection). 

The intensely black colour and the comparatively small eyes readily dis¬ 
tinguish the present species from the others here referred to Dorcatoma, it 
appears to be nearest of all to D. tasmaniensis, but has smaller eyes and more 
di.stinct striation; the dense punctures on the posterior half of the elytra cause 
the surface to appear shagreened, and interrupt all the striae except a deep 
submarginal one. On the type there is a slight amount of pubescence on the 
sides of prothorax, on the .shoulders and about the apex of abdomen, elsewhere 
the surface is shining and glabrous; but probably it has been much abraded, 
thus rendering the punctures and striae unusually distinct. 

Dorcatoma atrlpennia, n. sp. 

Black, prothorax, and abdomen obscurely paler, head and antennae slightly 
paler still With short, suberect, ashen pubescence. 

Head shining and with minute punctures. Eyes of moderate size and with 
rather large facets. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club lar|[e. 
Prothorax with small punctures, but becemh^ larger on sides. Elytra with 
small and rather dense mnetures, striation Astinct only on sides. Length, 2 mm. 

Hab .—Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection). 

At first glance ^parently belonging to D. antennalis, but first joint of 
club and cl)^ral striation very different. The second joint of the antennae is of 
moderate size, but between it and the club dw articulation is indistinct; the 
first joint of the club is strongly rounded on its inner side, and not as wide as 
long, the second is subtriangular, and the third thinner (in preparing the 
antennae of the type for mounting in Canada baisiun, the apical joint of each 
was lost). There is but one stria on each elytron near the suture, faint on the 
basal half, and not traceable elsewhere; on each side there are three distinct 
ones, of which the inner one is narrower and slxoitier than the others, the latter 
about the middle are conjoined to continue as a deep one, whidi curves aro^id 
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the apex almost to the suture. The median line of the metasternum is wider 
than in any of the preceding species, it is fairly deep near the base, and becomes 
shallower and wider posteriorly; the abdominal sutures arc very indistinct 
across the middle. 

Dorcatoma punctipennis, n. sp. Fig. 35 

Reddish-caslaneous, metasternum darker, elytra still darkei (mostlv almost 
black). With short, dense, suberect, pale pubesoence 

Head shining and with minute punctures. Eyes large and with lather large 
facets. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large Prothorax 
with minute punctures, becoming larger and denser on sides. Elytra with rather 
dense and small but sharply defined punctures, striation confined to sides. 
Metasternum more convex and with somewhat denser punctures than usual in 
the middle, but sparser elsewhere; median line traceable only at ends T.englh, 
2 mm. 

Hob —Lord Howe Island (A M. I-ca) 

Close to D. modica, and with very similar eyes, but basal joint of cHib more 
triangularly produced on one side, and each elytron with only one distinct stria 
TTie first and second joints of the club are triangular, but the first is wider 
than long, the second longer than wide; under a fairly high power of the 
microscope I could only count four joints between the large basal toint of the 
antennae and the club 1'he distinct stria on each elytron is near the side, and 
begins level wdih the hind coxa, it then curves around so as almost to touch the 
suture, but lielween it and the outer margin a very faint one inav be traced A 
second specimen differs from the type in being decidedly smaller (U mm.), 
somewhat paler, with the median line of metasternum faintly traceable m the 
middle, and the elytral punctures rather less sharply defined; it probably belongs 
to the species, but its antennae were not examined 

Dorcatoma minima, n. sp. 

Reddish-castaneous. elytra and metasternum slightly darker than elsewhere, 
club of antennae paler. With short, semiercct, pale pubescence 

Head shining and with minute punctures. Eyes rather large and vvith 
large facets. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large Pro¬ 
thorax with small punctures on sides, minute elsewhere. Elytra with dense and 
small punctures, striation faint except on sides. Median line of nietasiernum 
naitow but distinct. length, 1*25 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland; Dalby (Mrs. F. H. Hobler), 

A minute species, smaller and somewhat narrower than any of the pre¬ 
ceding ones. There are two short striae on each elytron near the suture, but 
they are very faintly indicated, and are invisible from several directions; there 
are three striae near each side, but of these two are rather feeble and short, 
only one being deep and curved around so as almost to reach the suture. 1 
was unable to count the number of joints of antennae between the first and the 
club. 

Dorcatoma subcircularia, n. sp. Fig, 36. 

De^p shining black, antennae reddish. With short, semiercct, whitish 
pubescence. 

Head with rather sparse and small punctures. Eyes not very large, facets 
rtfher sn^K Antennae with basal joint 'and three joints of club large. Pro- 
ttiorax with rather smalt but sharply deAned punctures, becoming denser and 



62 


larger on sides. El)rtra conjointly slightly wider than long; with rather sharply 
defined punctures, striae confined to sides. Metasternum rather strongly 
convex; with comparatively coarse punctures; median line scarcely indicated. 
Length, 1’25 mm. 

H(d >.—Northern Queensland (Blackburn’s collection). 

An unusually compact species (1*5x1 ■25x1 mm.), readily distinguished by 
its almost circular outline, deep black colour, and by the triangular production 
of the basal joint of the club of antennae (the produced part being almost twice 
as long as its support) indicating an approach to Cacnocara. Its antennae and 
striae are nearer those of D, atitennalis than any other species, but it is con¬ 
spicuously wider and darker. On the elytra there are no striae near the suture, 
but the punctures there have a faintly lineate appearance; on each side there 
are three deep striae, one of which is very short, the others curve around the 
apex, but one approaches more closely to the suture than the other. Under a 
fairly high power of the microscope I could not count more than five joints 
between the basal joint of antennae and the club. 

Dorcatoma punctilatera, n. sp. I'ig. 37. 

Dark piceous-brown, antennae and legs paler. With dense, short, suberect, 
ashen pubescence. 

Head shining and with minute punctures. Eyes not very large but with 
rather large facets. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large. 
Prothorax with dense and minute punctures, scarcely larger on sides than in 
middle. Elytra with slightly larger punctures than on prothorax, and with 
more or less regular rows of slightly larger ones, becoming conspicuous on 
sides. Metasternum with median line narrow but distinct on apical half, not 
traceable towards base. Length, 2-3 mm. 

llab .—Lord Howe Island (A. M. Lea). 

Some specimens are darker than others, their elytra and sterna being black 
or almoiit so, on many the head and abdomen are paler than the adjacent parts, 
but not as pale as the antennae and legs. At first the elytra appear to be faintly 
striated, with the striae deep on the sides, but this appearance is caused by rows 
of*.small punctures, with the interstices faintly undulated; on each side there 
arc three conspicuous rows of punctures, of which the uppermost is short, the 
other rows consist of larger punctures, but posteriorly they become smaller, and 
one row really alters to a stria, which almost touches the suture. On the under 
surface of the head there are two rather small .subfoveate impressions near the 
base (but not deeply bisinuate impressions, as in Lasioderma and allies); and 
the front coxae are widely separated, to allow the passage of the apical joints 
of antennae into the normally concealed sternal cavity. Numerous specimens 
were obtained by beating shrubs; one was taken from a tree-fern, and another 
from fallen leaves. Two small specimens arc entirely bright castaneous, except 
that the antennae and parts of the legs are almost flavous; on one of them the 
seriate punctures on the elj^ra are also larger. 

This and ail the following species, regarded as of the second group, are 
more or less oblong-elliptic, with the elytra partly parallel-sided; on all the 
preceding species, re^rded as of the first proap, the snape is more elliptic-ovate, 
with the elytra bulging out where they join the prothorax; their abdominal 
sutures (unless otherwise tmted) are clearly indicated in the middle. The legs 
app^r to be capable of being received into cavities quite as deeply as in those 
species, but as seen they are usually partly free. 
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Dorcatoma norfolcensia, n. sp. or var. 

Dark brown or blackish, antennae and parts of legs reddish. Length, 
2'25-2*75 nim. 

Ilab ,—Norfolk Island (A. M. Lea). 

Nine specimens from Norfolk Island differ from specimens of the preceding 
species in having the rows of punctures on the elytra (except the lateral ones) 
scarcely, if at all, indicated; the punctures in the three outer rows are somewhat 
smaller than on that species, and those of the outermost row^ appear to be con- 
fined to a stria, and are not as wide as the interstice between two rows; on the 
preceding species the punctures in the basal half of the outer row^ extend beyond 
the limits of the stria, and are distinctly wider than the interstice between two 
row's. They are also slightly less robust and have somewhat larger eyes (in 
both sexes); but it is possible that they should be regarded as representing a 
varietal or subspecific form only. 

Dorcatoma rhizobioides, n. sp. Fig. 38. 

Black, parts of antennae and of legs reddish. Densely clothed with short, 
depressed, pale-ashen pubescence, somewhat weaved on upper •surface. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of 
club large. Elytra faintly undulated. Metasternum wdth median line rather 
narrow but somew'hat dilated in middle. Basal segment of abdomen rather 
short behind coxae, but distinct from side to side. Length 2*25-2*5 mm. 

Norfolk Island (A. M. Lea). 

A narrow species wdth wavy pubescence (as on many small ( occinellidae); 
the sides of the elytra are faintly undulated but are non-striat(‘d. 1'he punc¬ 
tures are concealed by the pubescence, but appear to be everywhere dense and 
very minute. The antennae are ten-jointed and dark, almost black, except that 
the small joints between the basal one atid the club are almost flavous; the two 
basal joints of the club are triangularly dilated to. and incurved at, apex; on 
the male they arc considerably larger tlian on the female. Seven specimens 
were obtained. It is smaller and darker than the New Zealand I), oblonga, but 
is close to it in many respects. 

Dorcatoma elliptica, n. sp. Fig. 39. 

Black, small joints of antennae and parts of legs reddish. With short, 
depressed, ashen pubescence. 

Eyes small and prominent. Antennae with basal joint and three joints of 
club large. Elytra with faintly impressed rows of punctures on sides towards 
base, but disappearing posteriorly. Metasternum with median line distinct on 
posterior two-thirds, and narrowly impressed along its middle. Basal segment 
of abdomen rather short but distinct from side to side. Length, 2*5 mm. 

Hob, —Lord Ilowe Island (A. M. Lea). 

A narrow species, structurally close to D, rhizobioides, and with very similar 
atltennae, but pubescence not at all waved, and faint punctures on sides of elytra, 
not becoming sharply impressed striae as on species of the first section of the 
genus; elsewhere the punctures are very minute and normally'concealed by tlie 
elothing. 

Twelve specimens from Tasmania, Kelso (Aug, Simson), Wilmot (H. J. 
Carter and A, M. l^a), Hobart, Ulverstone, and Marrawah (Lea) differ in 
being somewhat larger (up to 3 mm.), and with the punctures at sides of elytra 
even less distinct, two of them also have the elytra obscurely diluted with red 
(the margins rather more noticeably); but I can find no differences warranting 
tHeir being considered as specifically distinct. 



Dorcatoma niargiiialia» n. ap. 

Piceous-brown, antennae and parts of legs paler. With short, suberect, 
ashen pubescence. 

Head with den.se and minute punctures, hyes small and with rather large 
facets Antennae with basal joint and three joints of club large, first joint of 
club slightly longer than its apical width and slightly larger than second. Pro¬ 
thorax with dense and minute punctures, becoming somewhat larger on sides. 
Elytra with dense and small punctures; striae confined to sides. Metasternum 
with median line very narrow but continuous from base to apex Abdominal 
sutures scarcely traceable across middle. Length, 2 5 mm. 

Hob. —Victoria; Alps (Rev. T. Blackburn). 

The elytra are without the least evidence of striation near the suture; on 
each side near the base there are very feeble striae, but beginning level with the 
hind coxa there are two distinct ones, the upper short, the other deepened and 
continued around the apex so as almost to touch the suture The first joint of 
the club not wider than long at once distinguisltes the species from I), aniennalis 
and D. subcircularts, whose lateral striae are also deeper and longer; /). 
atripennis^ is a smaller and darker species, with longer and stronger lateral striae; 
D. punctipetmis is darker, with stronger clytral punctures anil much larger 
eyes. On the type the head and abdomen are obscurely paler than the elytra 
and metastemuni. 1 could not count the number of joints in the antennae 
between the large basal joint and the club 



BLACKBURNIBLLA. nov. nom.. FOR TKANA8IMOMORPHA, BWickb. 

(COLBOPTBRA: CLBRIDAB). 

By Edward A. Chapin, Ph.D., Washington, D.C. 
fComniunicated by Albert H. Elston, F.E.S.) 

[Read May 8, 1924.] 

'The International Code of Zoological Nomenclature in its pressent form is 
framed with the avowed intention of removing, as far as possible, the personal 
element from among the factors upon which any case is decided. For this 
reason, it would seem to the writer that when any case arises which is not com¬ 
pletely or definitely covered by the Code, its solution should, if possible, depend on 
factors applicable to all similar cases and not upon points which have a peculiar 
bearing on the individual case. 

The subject under discussion at present is the genus Thanasimomorpha, 
Blackburn, 1891, of the Coleopterous family Cleridae In a recent paper, Mr 
Albert H. Elston advocates the suppression of the original type designation of 
the genus because of an obvious misidentification, and designates as genot 3 rpc 
another of the originally included species. If Mr. Elston’s argument is accepted, 
a precedent is established which will quite probably open the way for numerous 
changes in the names of genera erected by Fabricius, DeGeer, and other early 
workers. 

The Rev. H. S. Gorham, in 1877, made the following statement in regard 
to TUlus bipartitiu, Blanchard:—“The former most resembles a Thatiasimus, but 
has the palpi all securiform; . . . Tillus hilaris, Westwood, is congeneric 

with bipartituSj which it much resembles.” From this it is evident that Gorham 
had an erroneous idea of both the above-mentioned species, for, thanks to Lesne’s 
re-examination of the type of bipartitus, Blanch., we definitely know the first- 
mentioned species to be a synonym of Tillus nolatus, Klug., while the second is 
known to be very closely related to Tarsostenus univittatus, Rossi. 

In the Transcactions of this Society for 1891, page 304, the Rev. Canon 
Blackburn proposed the new genus Thanasimomorpha as follows:— 

"Thanasimomorpha (gen. nov.). Thanasimo affinis; different palporum 
maxillarium articulo ultimo securiformi. The Rev. H. S Gorham (Cist. Ent., 
ii., p. 62) points out the necessity of a new genus for Tillus bipartitus, Blanch., 
but without proposing one. I therefore suggest the above name. Another 
member of the genus (as Mr. Gorham points out) is Clerus guUulus, White.” 

This is followed by the description of (Thanasimomorpha) iniricata, n. sp., 
said to ^ related to bipartitus, Blanch. 

It is obvious that Blackburn’s generic diagnosis is a translation of the remark 
of Gorham without augmentation. The citation of Gorham as authority for 
the indusion of Clerus guttulus, White, in the genus is contrary to fact. There 
is no evidence of personal knowledge of the species involved here, and, again, 
there is evidence of misidentification of spedes, for guttulus. White, is a 
Tarsostenodes, and i^ quite unlike either a Tillus or the insect known as 
Thanasimomorpha inirxeata. 

It is Elston’s contention that a misidentification is evident, that the spedes 
httrkaia is dosely related to the insect assumed by Blackburn to be bipartitus, 
Blandb., that the bipartitus of Blackburn (an unnamed species) is definitdy 
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known, and that the selection of infrkata, Blackb,, would conform with the con¬ 
ception o-f Thanasimomorpha as held by Blackburn, This is undoubtedly true, 
for the external evidence in the form of Blackburn's collection and his subsequent 
written work is at hand. It is true, however, that the inclusion of guttulus,, 
White, by Blackburn in the genus introduces evidence detrimental to Elston's 
case. Even if the Code permitted such a solution as Elston proposes, it is 
sufficient, I believe, to prevent any such settlement from being permanent. On 
the other hand, Tillus T>ipartiius, Blanch , is the type of Thatmsimo'morpha, 
Blackb. Of this there can be no doubt. Pilackburn selected the species, so 
far as one can know from his paper, in good faith. Here, at least, is a solution 
of the problem which, though unpleasant, is not open to attack. Let us grant 
that the type of a genus is that species which the author, or some later worker, 
designates, and allow the generic name to stand or fall, as its designated type 
stands or falls, regardless of misidentification. 

Mahy genera are based on Linnean species. In many cases, there is ex¬ 
ternal evidence to show that the Linnean species was misidentified by the author 
of the genus. More often there is no evidence one way or another. 1'he only 
hope of salvation for the nomenclature, already so unwieldy as to almost over¬ 
power us, is to accept definite statements of type as fact regardless of external 
evidence to the contrary. 

For the reasons expressed above, I ’ believe it necessary to consider 
Thanasimomorpha, Blackb. (type, Tillus bipartitus, Blanch.), as a synonym of 
Tilhis, Oliv., and to select a name for the genus of which intricata, Blackb., is a 
rnember. I'here appears to be no available published name. At one 
time it was thought that a case could be made for the retention of 
Thanasimorpha, a form apparently first used by Lodhe, 1900. However, 
this name is obviously the result either of a lapsus calami or a typographical 
error, it matters not which. As such it is subject to correction according to 
the C ode, and a solution based on this name would be no solution at all. These 
l)eing the facts as they appear to me, I propose the new genus Blackburniclla, 
with Thanasimomorpha intricata, Blackb., as type species. I fully appreciate 
Mr. Elston's point of view, both as published and indicated in personal letters, 
and 1 interfere with Thanasimomorpha only with deep regrets. 
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THB FLORA AND FAUNA OF NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO AND THE 

INVESTIGATOR GROUP. 

No. 16—THE CRUSTACEA. 

By Herbert M. Hale, South Australian Museum. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum.) 

[Read May 8, 1924.1 
Plates IV. and V. 

The following list of the Crustacea collected includes specimens dredged 
from the '‘Conqueror,’* in 3 to 4 fathoms, in the neighbourhood of the group of 
islands forming Nuyts Archipelago; others captured on Pearson and Flinders 
Islands, and a few examples taken on the mainland opposite to the Archipelago. 

DECAPODA 
Suborder Natantia. 

Tribe CAR IDES. 

Family PANDALIDAE 
Pandalus^ Leach. 

Subgenus Parapandaltts, Borradaile. 

In recording .some specimens taken by the Expedition, it seems advisable to 
here discus.s the forms taken in South Australian waters. 

Pandalils (Parapandalus) LEPToRiiYNCHus, Stimpson. 

PI. iv., figs. 1-5. 

Pandalus Icptorhynchus, Stimpson, Proc Acad. Nat. Sci, Philad., xii., 1861, Sp. 447; 
Haswell, Cat. Au.st. Crust., 1882, p 197. 

Form very slender in male, slightly more robust in female. Rostrum sub- 
filiform, tapering, scarcely compressed, a little upwardly curved, slightly shorter 
or slightly longer than .scaphocerites, distinctly longer than antennular peduncles, 
and less, or a very little longer, than the medial length of carapace; a slender, 
immovable, spine-like tooth on upper surface near base and from two to five 
smaller onCvS below, the first situated usually at about the middle of the length, 
the minute anterior one close to the acute rostral tip. First joint of antennular 
peduncle about twice as long as the second and third together, constricted in 
the middle and bent upwards in front of the constriction; base broad and pro¬ 
duced laterally to form a scale with an acute apex, which does not attain to the 
level of the apex of the first peduncular joint; flagella subequal in length, 
longer than the peduncle. Scaphocerite rounded distally, the spine at termination 
of outer margin small. A distinct ocellus on dorsal margin of eye. Carapace 
with a slender median spine immediately behind base of rostrum, which forms 
a weak crest on the anterior portion of the carapace. Third segment of the 
abdomen with a depression on each side of the posterior margin, which is thus 
a little compressed to form a rounded median carina. Sixth segment twice as 
long as greatest width and about as long as telson. External maxillipeds not 
quite reaching to apex of antennal scale. First pair of legs very stender, ex¬ 
tending as far forward as maxillipeds. ('arpos of second pair three^jointed, 



the second and third joints together about one-ninth longer than first, which is 
almost twice as Itmg as the third; third pair longest, extending slightly beyond 
apex of antennal scale. Last jthree pairs slender, with the claw-like dactylus 
folding back against the propodus. 

Length, from tip of rostrum to posterior margin of third abdominal segment 
(largest example), 21 mm.; rostrum. 7 mm. 

Hab .—New South Wales: Port Jackson (Stimpson). South Australia: 
St. Vincent Gulf (W. H. Baker and H. M. Hale), St. Francis Island (Sir Joseph 
Verco), Ardrossan (Cadd). Western Australia: Geographe Bay, 15-16 fma. 
(Sir Joseph Verco). 

The spines on the lower side of the rostrum vary in number, but usually 
three are present; in a series of fifty specimens from St. Vincent Gulf, three 
have two spines below (as described by Stimpson), thirty-one have three, fifteen 
have four, and one example has five. Specimens taken at Nuyts Archipelago 
represent a simple variety:— 

Rostrum at least one-fourth longer than carapace and about twice as long 
as the antennular peduncles; almost straight anteriorly, curving gently upwards 
from the neighbourhood of the first inferior spine; with a single superior spine, 
near base, and three, four, or five spines below, regularly decreasing in size 
anteriorly; the first is placed at, or a little in advance of the posterior third 
of the rostrum, the last is minute, subapical. Antennular flagella subequal, 
extending as far as, or slightly beyond tip of rostrum. 

Length (largest example), 23 mm.; rostrum, 8*7 mm. 

Hab .—South Australia: Nuyts Archipelago (dredged from "Conqueror”) 
and Spencer Gulf. 

Pandalus (Parapandalus) leptorhynchus, var. gibber, var. nvw. 

PI. tv., figi, 6, 7. 

9 . Rostrum a little longer than carapace, with a single dorsal spine near 
base and another distinct inferior spine near apex. Carapace with a spine 
behind base of rostrum. Third sclent of abdomen strongly compressed 
dorsally, and elevated above the level of the preceding segments. Telson longer 
than sixth abdominal segment. Legs moderately stout; carpos of the second 
pair three-jointed, the second and third joints together one-luilf longer than the 
first, which is about one-third longer than the third joint. 

Length, 31 mm.; rostrum, 10*5 mm. (S. Austr. Mus., Reg. No., C. 205). 

Hab. —St, Vincent Gulf. 

Two much damaged ovigerous females are in the collection. The characters 
given above, together with the figures, suffice to separate this variety. 

Family PALAEMONIDAE. 

Leakoer iNTBRMEnttts, Stimpson. 

Dredged from "Conqueror," 3-4 fms, 

LeanPee axxBvm , Heller. 

Hab .—Flinders and Pearson Islands; in rock pools. 

^ Apparently no species of Leander has been previously noted from South Aus¬ 
tralia ; the two forms recorded above are common. 

Leander litoreos, McCulloch. 

Hoh-—Flinders Island; in rock pools. 

Three specimens were taken in company with L. serenus. These two spedes 
have alto been found associated at Glendg, Sooth Australia; both seem to fre¬ 
quent rock pools rather than the open sea and reefs, as does L. iatermeditu. 
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Suborder REPTANTIA. 

Tribe ANOMURA. 

Family CATTJANASSIDAE. 

Upogebia (Gebiopsis) bowerbankii, Miers. 

Hab .—Smoky Bay; several small examples. 

Family PAGURIDAE. 

CUBANARIUS STRIGIMANUS, White. 

i/afc.—-Flinders Island; in a rock pool. 

A large specimen from a Fusus shell. Soon after capture this 
example vacated its retreat and crawled about unprotected The species was 
also taken by Sir Joseph Verco, in the Great Australian Right, many years ago 

Paguristes sulcatus, Baker 

Dredged from “Conqueror,” 3-4 fms 

Tribe BRACHYURA 

Family DROMIIDAE. 

Crvptodromia octodentata, Haswell 

A specimen dredged from the “Conqueror” bears a sponge which is eight 
times the weight of the crustacean. This common species was on several occa¬ 
sions taken by the Federal trawler “Endeavour” in South Australian waters, one 
female being trawled “Fifteen miles south of St. Francis Isle, South Australia, 
30 fms.” 

The two following Dromiid crabs were also taken by the “Endeavour” at 
the same locality:— 

Drotnidiopsis excavata, Stimpson. Pctalomera depressa. Baker. 

Family XANTHIDAE. 

PiLUMNUs TOMENTosus, Latreille. 

Dredged from “Conqueror,” 3-4 fms. 

Ozius TRUNCATVS, Milnc-Ed Wards. 

Flinders Island; under stones on beach. 

Family GONEPLACIDAE. 

Litocheira bispinosa, Kinahan. 

Dredged from "Conqueror,” 3-4 fms. 

This common little species has been recorded from St. Vincent Gulf by 
McCulloch. 

Family GRAPSIDAE. 

Leptograpsus VAWEGATtTS, Fabricius. 

Dredged from “Conqueror,” 3-4 fms., and Flinders Island, in rock pools. 

Examples from the island are of dark-grey colouration, matching that of 
the rocks from amongst which they were taken. In a specimen dredged away 
from shore, the predominant colour is dark red. 

Brachynotus octodentatus, Milne-Edwards. 

Hab .—^Pearson and Flinders Islands; plentiful on coasts. 

Mr. Waite notes that on Flinders Island “specimens were taken from a well, 
(ipntaiiiing brackish water, nsed at the camp for the first meal mdy. Tlte crabs 
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must have fallen in, and they could not possibly escape. Whether they bred in 
the well, or whether the numbers are maintained by new arrivals, it is not possible 
to say.” 

Cyclograpsus AUDouiNii, Milne-Edwards. 

Dredged from “CoiKiueror,” 3-4 fms., and Flinders Island, under stones 

Family INACHIDAE. 

Naxia aurita, I.Atreille. 

Dredged from “Conqueror,” 3-4 fins. 

ScnizoPiiRYs ASPERA, Milne-Edwards. 

Dredged from “Conqueror.” 3-4 fms. 

Family HYMENOSOMATIDAE. 

Elamena (Trigonoplax) unguiformis, De Haan, 
var. longtrostris, McCulloch (text fig. 1). 


Elamena (Trigonoplax) ungutformis, De Haan, var. longtrostris, McCull, Rec Austr 
Mm. VII, 1908, p 59, pi xii., fig. 3, Kemp, Rcc. Ind. Mus, xni., 1917, p 278 



Fig. 1. 

BUmena (TrigowpUtx) unguiformU. var. longkostrit; South Australian specimens. 
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Four males and four females from South Australia differ from the specimen 
figured by McCulloch in having the antero-lateral margins of the carapace almost 
straight and the sides of the rostrum evenly convex and converging regularly 
from base to apex (fig. 1, a and b). A ninth example has the sides of the 
carapace a little concave and the margin of the rostrum sinuate, thus more nearly 
approaching McCulloch's figure. In this last specimen the legs arc relatively 
longer than in the others (fig. 1, cj. 

A single male was dredged from the "‘Conqueror/' 3-4 fms 

Hah, —Victoria: Port Phillip (McCulloch, type loc.). South Australia: St. 
Vincent Gulf, Kangaroo Island (north coast), and Nuyts Archipelago. 

ISOPODA. 

Tribe FLABKLLIFERA. 

Family (TROLANIDAK. 

Cirolana wood jonesi, n. sp. 

PI. V, text fig:. 2. 

Form moderately slender, very convex; a little variable in width, the greatest 
breadth two and two-thirds to almost three in the length. 

Head wider than long, its medial length a little less than that of first 
thoracic segment. Eyes black, in lateral view longer than deep; upper margin 
almost straight; facets rather large, six to seven in a longitudinal scries. First 
antennae extending to about middle of ultimate peduncular joint of second 
antennae; second antennae with third, fourth, and fifth peduncular articles sub¬ 
equal in length; flagellum variable in length, reaching back nearly to posterior 
margin of first thoracic segment, or a little beyond it, usually composed of 
from eighteen to twenty articles, but occasionally as many as twenty-seven are 
present. Frontal lamina about four times longer than greatest width, distinctly 
widened at anterior third, narrowed behind this, and again slightly dilated at 
posterior end; the front end not visible from above, ( lypeus less than half 
a.s long as frontal lamina, and considerably shorter than the labrum; convex, 
with lateral margins elevated. Maxillipcd with seven articles. Mandible with 
the three teeth of cutting part usually very distinct; occasionally the middle 
tooth is obsolete; palp composed of three articles. First thoracic segment much 
longer than any of the others, which are more or less subequal in length. 



Fig. 2. 

Thoracic epimera of Cirolana wood jonesL 


Epiinera of second to seventh segments each with an oblique furrow (in addi¬ 
tion to the obscure submarginal furrow) arising near the infero-posterior angle 
and curving forwards towards (but not reaching to) the middle of the posterior 
margin of the preceding epimeron; the furrow of the seventh epimeron does 
not reach to the posterior angle in most examplesi but is occasionally obscurely 
continued to it. The second joint of the legs becomes increasingly expanded 
posteriorly, that of the first leg being barely more than three-eights as wide 


as the seventh, and widest. Seventh leg whh the second joint much ejqptaded. 
its greatest width being almost three-fourths of the kn^h, Md with lateral 
margins and inferior median ridge set with long, plumose hairs; third joint 
longer than any of the following joints: fourth slightly longer than fifth and 
a Uttle shorter than the sixth joint. Lateral margins of telsonic segment 
convex, without apparent spines. Uroj^s moderately slender; endopod about 
two and one-third times longer than wide, reaching slightly beyond termination 
of abdomen, not notched near end of outer margin; exopod shorter than 
endopod, four times longer than broad. 

Colour (during life), whitish, more or less sulflFused with red. 

Length (largest example), 18 mm. (S. Austr. Mus., Reg. No., C. 2M). 

Hab .—South Australia: ElHston (Nuyts Archipelago Exped.), St. Vincent 
Gulf (H. Collyer and others), Beachport, 3-4 fms. (H. M. Hale). 

The above description is l^sed upon a series taken from the body cavity 
of a Port Jackson shark (Heterodontus philHpi) collected by Mr. Collyer; there 
are also before me examjples taken from a seven-gilled shark (Notidanus 
indicus). The Elliston specimens are mostly of small size and were captured 
on bait when line fishing. The species was dredged at Beachport and found 
buried in wet sand at the water’s edge near the Outer Harbour. 

As mentioned above, the flagellum of the second antennae varies in length 
and in the number of articles of which it is composed; the variation is not 
according to age. C. wood jonesi somewhat resembles C. borealis, Lilljeborg, 
and is still more closely allied to C. galUca, Hansen, from France. It may be 
distinguished from the last-named species by the straighter upper margin of 
the eye and by the less oblique furrows of the epimera of the fourth to sixth 
thoracic segments; in C. gailica each of these furrows is directed forwards and 
upwards towards the middle of the thoracic segment above. The presence of 
the oblique furrows at once separates C. wood jonesi from C. borealis. 

Of the Australian species it, in some respects, approaches C. tenmsiylis, 
Miers,^^^ which is rather briefly described; according to Miers' figure, however, 
the eye of that species is subdrcular in lateral view, the fronted lamina is of 
different shape, and there are no oblique furrows on the thoracic epimera. 

Family SEROLIDAE. 

The following species were dre<%ed “off St. Francis Island, 6-13 fms.," 
y Sir Joseph Verco, and were recorded by Dr. Chas. Chilton —Serolis 
tuberculata, Grube; S. longicaudatus, Beddard; S. minuta, ^ddard. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATES IV. and V. 

Plate IV. 

Fig. 1. Pandahu (Parapandalus) Uptorhynchus ; female, St. Vincent Gulf, 
(enlarged 21 diams.). 

„ 2. Dorsal view of cephalothorax of same (enlarged 5 diams.}. 

„ 3. Carapace of P. Uptorhynclms. var.; female, Nuyts Archipelago 
(enlarged 3 diams.). 

„ 4. Dorsal view of cephaiathorax of same (enhwged 5 diams.). 

„ S. Second kg of P. Uptorkynchus (enlarged 14 diadia.). 

„ 6. P. hpterkynchm , var. g^ber; femak St. Vincent Gulf (enlarged 
3 diams.). 

„ 7. Second kg of same (enlarged 14 diams.). 

<>) Miers» Zool, “Akrt," 1884> p. 30^ pL xxxiff., fig. 

adHea, Trans. Roy. Sot. S. Austr, xS, I9l7, pp. 3P9-3P7. 
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Plate V, 

Ctralafia wood jonesi. 

Fig, 1. Lateral view. 

„ 2. Dorsal vicw, 

„ 3. Ventral view of head (maxillipeds removed). 

„ 4, Front view of same to show frontal lamina 
„ S. First antenna. 

6, Second antenna. 

„ 7. Mandible. 

,, 8. Distal part of molar process of mandible. 

„ 9. First maxilla. 

„ ID. Second maxilla. 

„ 11. Maxilltped. 

„ 12. First leg. 

„ 13. Seventh leg. 

„ 14. Telsonic segment and uropods. 

,> 15. Right pleop^ of second pair of male. 

Figs. I and 2» enlarged 4 diams.; fig. 8, enlarged 100 diams.; figs. 12, 13, and 15, 
enlarged 10 diams.; remainder of figs., enlarged 20 diam’i. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF A HITHERTO UNRECORDED TYPE OF 
ABORIGINAL STONE OBJECT. 

By T. D. Campbell, D.D Sc. 


[Read June 12. 1924.] 


The following notes contain a short description of what appears to be a 
hitherto unrecorded type of native stone object. Briefly, the circumstances of 
the discovery of these objects are as follow;—.K very large native camping 
ground is situated in an area of blown sand dunes where Pedler’s Creek reaches 
the coast, three miles south of Port Noarlunga, or about 24 miles from Adelaide. 
This site is an old one, and was probably occupied by natives belonging to what 
is popularly referred to as the Adelaide Tribe, but which is, according to J. J. 
East, more correctly known as the Winnaynte Tribe. The old camp site has 
proved a more or less profitable hunting ground for collectors of native stone 
implements for some considerable time. On a visit to this spot in March of 
this year, while searching for worked flakes, the writer’s attention was attracted 
to a piece of slatey material, which appeared to have an artificial contour and 
unusual markings on it. The object had been broken, but the fragment was 
sufficiently complete to indicate that when intact, it was roughly kidney-shaped 
in outline, and the surfaces of the fragment were covered with incised markings, 
obviously a piece of aboriginal handiwork. A continued search was rewarded 
by the finding of another example of the same type. The lateness of the hour 
prevented further search on that occasion. A subsequent brief visit to the same 
site produced no further finds. 

In the early part of April, the site was again visited in order to carry out 
a more careful and systematic search, and the writer is indebted to his friends, 
Messrs. A. Williamson and P, S. Hossfeld, for their enthusiastic assistance on 
the third examination of the site. Garden rakes were carefully used for dis¬ 
turbing the sand in the hope of revealing stones that had been buried in the 
drift. The search resulted in Mr, Hossfeld finding another undoubted example 
of the same type of object, and the writer was fortunate enough to recover three 
small fragments belonging to the broken specimen of his initial find. 

A general description of this type is as follows;—All three examples have 
been fashioned from thin pieces of greenish-grey slateabout 5 mm. thick; 
all are roughly reniform m outline and very similar in dimensions. They show 
obvious indications of having been shaped into a definite form and rubbed 


to a requisite smoothness. Each possesses a large notch on its lower border 
which was deliberately cut out, as is shown by the smoothing down of, and 
remaining scratches adjacent to, the edge of the notch. All have incised mark¬ 
ings in varying degree of perfection and complication. Two, apparently either 
newer or less weathered specimens, still bear remains of a coating of red ochre. 
A detailed description of each example is here given. 

No. 1 (fig. 1).—Fragment constituting a little more than ha f of what 
bad been a rather well-contoured and symmetrical object. Smaller fragments 
found subsequently arc also shown in position; the position oi the detached 
I^ion is hypothetical, b ut it has been ar rived at by a careful comparison of its 

(UMr. P Hossfeld infpms me that thew sj^cimens'^'p^aWr^phytHtic slate,. 
RMges'**’ ***”• Po^whed, this material being toirly common in the Mount Lofty 
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thickness relative to that of the major portion. Horizontal diameter, 92 mm.; 
vertical diameter, 60 mm. (estimated). Periphery well rounded and smoothed. 
Surface A presents incised markings thus: commencing at each outer corner are 
small cuts, about 3 mm. long, at irregular intervals around the periphery; the 
main area shows one complete and two incomplete rows of incised vertical 
marks, varying from 3 to 6 mm. Other faint irregularly-placed incisions 
appear to bear little relation to the inscriptive markings and were probably caused 
in smoothing down the surface with some harder material. .Mong the border 
of the large notch arc long scratches, undoubtedly made during the fashioning 
of the notch. This surface, and also the surface of the fractured edge, bear a 




Fig. 1. Specimen No. 1. x|. 

“patinated” appearance, no doubt due to weather and the action of blown sand, 
and therefore not a true patina; this polishing action has tended to the partial 
obliteration of the surface markings. Surface B also, presents the peripheral 
markings and portions of two rows of vertical incisions. Well-marked scratches 
on the border of the notch are probably incidental to its formation. Near the 
border, opposite to the notch, are several rather deeply-cut lines in a slanting 
position, and two pairs of small, well-marked, vertical cuts adjacent to them, 
piis surface has obviously not been exposed to weather so much as has 
Soi^aco A. 
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No. 2 (fig. 2).—This example is compile and is more nearly ciradar in 
outline than No. 1, but it has not the basal notch so well develop; also its 
border has not been finished so smoothly, for in places it plainly shows the 
chipping carried out to obtain the desired outline. In siae it is 92 mm. in its 
homontal and 66 mm. in its vertical diameter. Both its surfaces bear faint 
traces of red ochre with which they had been nd>bed. Surface A presents 
two strikingly well-cut “arrow” figures which “point” in a slanting direction 
downwards to the left side of the notch; the upper one measures 14 mm. and 
the lower 9 mm. in length. Near the left side are two slightly converging 
vertical lines about 10 mm. in length. On the lower part of the surface are a 



Pig- 2. Specimen No, 2. x|. 


?‘?***‘ horirontal lines which merge with the scratches 
formation Red ochre is present, especiaUy on the 
mlnv surface. Surface B is rougher than A, and ircovered with 

occurring m a variety of directions; these are probably due 
either to a haphazard decoration of the whole surface or to an attempt to smooth 

teinam$ of a red ochreous coating. . ^ 

No. 3 (fig* 3)."~Tiiis specimen exhibits poorer execution than the other 
examples. A small fragment is missing from one side of the notch, the notch 
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itself being broad and shallow. In size this specimen measures 90 mm. in 
horizont^ and 61 mm. in vertical diameter. Both surfaces present "steps" of 
varying size at their periphery, caused by the shaping up of the object. 

Surface A, on its right side, has two deeply-incised vertical lines about 
20 mm. in len^h, and near them, two shorter and fainter lines; also nearer 
the edge on the same side are two ^oups, one of four and the other of three 
lines. On the left side near the fractured edge are a number of irregular 
scratches, while just above the notch are three broad but scarcely discernible 
cuts. The border of the notch shows many fine scratches. A large shallow 



Fig. 3. Specimen No. 3. x| 


"step” occtmies most of the upper part of this surface. Surface B presents 
de^ "stepping" on its lower and ri|pl borders, due to attempts at shaping the 
object, and practically the whole surface is irregillarly scored in a manner similar 
to Surface B of No. 2. It also bears the remains of an ochreous coating. 

PaOBAOLE PURWlSE OF THE OBJECTS AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THEIB MARKINGS. 

As the accounts of the natives who occupied the southern parts of this State 
contain hut little information concerning material culture, not much assistance 
ii forthconiit^ from the literature. Therefore, any suggestion as to the purpose 
of these objects must be based on conjecture and on analogy derived from a 
study of the more northerly tribes. 
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The possibility of their being a form of implement can be readily dismissed, 
as they are of a material and shape which would serve no utilitarian purpose. 
Of the smaller type.s of objects which bear scratches and markings, there are 
message sticks, and the sacred and ceremonial objects. Those for the conveyance 
of messages apparently always took the form of a piece of wood, and probably 
have no relation whatsoever to these reniform slates. On the other hand, con¬ 
sidering them as a tyjie of ceremonial or sacred object, we may find some 
evidence which points to such being their correct designation. 

Comparison may be made with the stone Churinga or totemic objects of 
the Central tribes of this continent; the parallel features are as follow they 
are made from a thin palette of stone, and present obvious indications of having 
been shaped into a definite form; they have incised markings and show the 
application of red ochre. 

As regards the form of the present specimens, they are thinned down and 
shaped to a definite outline, as are the stone Churinga of the Central tribes, 
and although the reniform contour of the former difTens from the usual oval or 
pear shape of the latter, this does not totally destroy their likeness, but renders 
it the more interesting. In the objects from Central Australia, the incisions 
take the form of quite ornate designs, executed chiefly in concentric figures and 
curved lines, or groups of straight lines, or markings imitative of natural object.s; 
while in the present type the incised decoration of the stones is comparatively 
crude and asymmetrical. However, there seem to be reasons for considering 
material culture at a lower standing among the natives in the southern parts of 
the State than among those of the central and northern areas of the continent; 
and this, together with the possibility of the totemic system being relatively less 
advanced among the former, may account for the comparative crudity of the 
workmanship. The coating of these objects with red ochre affords a parallel 
with the more northerly specimens on which, particularly the flat stone Churinga, 
its occurrence is fairly frequent. 

The nature of the incised markings shows some impressive points of 
similarity. Probably the most striking and readily interpretable are the “arrow” 
figures on Surface A of No. 2. These are identical with the figures present on 
some C*huringas which are attributed to natives of an emu totem in the Central 
tribes; these “arrow” figures represent the footprints of the emu, or some 
animal like the kangaroo or rat kangaroo. Therefore it seems not unlikely 
that Specimen No. 2 was a sacred object of some native belonging to a kangaroo 
or emu totem in this southern vicinity. Again, the small peripheral markings, 
so well shown on the border of Specimen No. 1, form a very similar method of 
decoration to that appearing on some of the Churingas of the Central tribes. 
The rows of vertical lines and the lack of definition and figure design in other 
of the markings on our present examples present a problem incapable of easy 
interpretation. However, crude and obscure as these markings may appear to 
us, they no doubt had a vepr definite and important meaning for those who were 
conversant with these objects. 'I'he generd distribution and varied direction 
of the scratches on Surface B #f both Nos. 2 and 3 seem to suggest that they 
formed a general decorative scheme of the whole surface without having any 
special meaning. 

Further finds and more intensive comparative study would no doubt com¬ 
pletely solve the problem as to the nature and purpose of these incised slates. 
For the present, the recording of their occurrence seems to be justified, in that 
it at least adds a small contribution to our present sparse fund of information 
on the material culture of the natives who inhabited the southern parts of this 
State, and also places on record the finding of what is probably another form 
of ceren^onial object. 
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POUCH EMBRYOS OF MARSUPIALS. 

No. 8.—DBNDROLAGUS MATSCHIBI. 

By F. Woon Jone.s, D.Sc., F.Z.S., 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Adelaide. 

(Read June 12. 1924.] 

For the opportunity of examining the pouch embryo of thi.s rare and 
interesting tree-wallaby I am indebted to Mr. A. S. Ia: Souef. of 'I'aronga Park, 
who very kindly placed at my disposal a specimen in an extremely good state 
of preservation. Since the genus Dcndrolagus presents so many interesting 
problems in phylogenetic readaptation, the examination of the young animal is a 
matter of some importance. Two alternatives might be considered possible. 
We might discover that the young animal was more phalangerine in its early 
stages and that its macropine characters were merely superficial, or we might 
find that the earlier stages showed it to be truly macropine and its phalangerine 
characters were merely convergent. I'he animal might possibly be a macropus¬ 
like phalanger, or a phalanger-like macropus. It might be an old-established 
arboreal animal convergently somewhat like a kangaroo, or it might be a real 



Fig. 1. 

Dftidrolagus matsrhiei. 

General form and proportions of pouch 
embryo. Half natural size. 

terrestrial kangaroo reacquiring arboreal habits after a terrestrial apprenticeship. 
The specimen examined is a male, 125 ram. R.V. measurement, with a total 
bead and body length of 195 mm., and a tail length of 109 mm. Although hair 
is just beginning to appear upon the general surface of the body, it is, unfor¬ 
tunately, not sufficiently developed to permit of any ordered disposition of hair 
tracts being detected. Such sensory vibrissae as are developed are fully erupted 
and pigmented. 

The general form of the animal is very remarkable (see fig. 1), for the 
mixture of phalangerine proportions and macropine structure results in the 
prodtiction of a very strange type of animal. The excessively large fore limtis are 
very different in appearance from the slender and under-developed appendages 
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of the t)rpical macropines. The hind limbs are even more remarkable, for with 
the general niacropine outline of structure, thev are extremely short and stout 
and very unlike the typical elongated legs and feet of the normal kangaroos 
The general build appears to be extremely clumsy, and were the habits of the 
adult to be unknown, the naked pouch young would present a very real problem. 




Fia 2 

DeuHrolagus matsi hta 
The form of the rhinanum Four times 
natural sire 


Fig 3 

Dendrolar/us fnatschm 
Characters of the auricle of the left side. 
Four times natural size 


The head is, in all its main features, typical of the normal kangaroos. The 
rhinarium (see fig 2) is not yet completely differentiated, for it is impossible to 
determine from this young animal exactly what area of the muzzle will be hairless 
and what hairy. In its form, however, the rhinarium is typically macropine; so, 
too, IS the very definite mid-mandibular deft which here, though not verv deeo 
IS perfectly clearly defined 



Fig. 4. 

Dcndrolagus matschm. 

Outline of the head to show the disposition 
of the facial vibrissae Natural size. 



Fig, 5. 

DendroJagus matschiei, 

The weiWevelopcd ulnar carpal papilla and 
single vibrissa. Twice natural size. 


In the auricle, the processes antihclicis is in the form usual in the 
(see fig 3), and it presents no outstanding features by wh^h ?t couW 
tinguished from that of M. agilis or M. «vJ* 

dewlofsn^. The processus is well d^ned but not greatly raised^*Mrt*SSl^* 
m the «,rKde is a second, larger, but more irteguIaTtffeSlheSite^ 
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The vibrissae and papillae arc not particularly well developed. Upon the 
face (see fig. 4) the supraorbital papilla gives rise to four curved vibrissae; 
the genal papilla is partially subdivided into an upper papilla giving rise to two 
vibrissae and a lower papilla giving rise to only one. 

The mysticial set is poorly developed, the papillae being better developed 
than the vibrissae, which spring from them. They are arranged, in this speci¬ 
men, in four row.s, with the recognisable papillae in the order 1, 3, 3, 4. Apart 
from the mysticial vibris.sae proper, the upper lip is fringed by short, curved, 
and somewhat stiff hairs. In the same way, the point of the chin gives rise 



Fig. 6. 

Dendrolagus matschiti. 

Palmar surface of left manus. Three 
times natural site. 



Fig. 7. 

Dendrnlagus matschifi. 
Plantar surface of left pes. Three 
times natural size. 


to numerous curved bristle hairs which do not arise in connection with papillae 
In addition, the lower jaw carries two well-defined papillae upon either side of 
the middle line. These two low mandibular papillae pve rise to two vihris'^ae 
each, and the hinder is about as far distal as the angle of the mouth. The ulnar 
carpal papilla is well developed and, as in the typical wallabies, only a single 
yibnasa springs from it (see fig. 5). I'he manus is at once distinguished tor 
its relative^ enormous size and for the sturdiness of the limb upon which it 
is borne. The claws are long and robust and are all about equally curved. The 
digits are without defined apical pads, and are coarsely granulated over the whole 
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of their palmar surface. The palm is evenly ^anulated. The outlines of five 
ill-defined pads are distinguishable and the pads present are interdigital pads 1 
and 2 fused, and 3 and 4 separate, with large thenar and hypothenar pads. The 
digital formula is 3 > 4 > 2 > 5 > 1, the small size of the first digit being a 
notable feature (see fig. 6). The pes is very remarkable and agrees in most 
respects with that of the adult of D. ursinus figurtd by Bensley. The shortness 
of its digits is particularly striking and the total length of the pes is only about 
three times its breadth, wherws, in an embryo of Macropus agilis of the same 
size the proportion is eight to one. The first digit is entirely wanting, the 
syndactylous elements are well developed, the typically dominant 4th and 5th 
digits being very short when judged by normal macropine standards. 

1'he claws of the 4th and 5th digits are somewliat curved, but it is to be 
noted that their curvature does not exceed that typical of those of the terrestrial 
Macropodidae at this stage. The 4th and 5th digits are coarsely granulated 
The curious padded sole has no well-defined pads, but presents the appearance 
of a cushion, studded over with circular elevated granulations (see fig. 7). 

It is, therefore, clear that Dendrolagus, although it has somewhat phalan- 
gerine proportions, has typical macropine structure. Its phylogenetic terrestrial 
apprenticeship has shaped and modified all its parts, its present arboreal radia¬ 
tion is merely altering the relative proportions of these modified parts. It 
certainly shows how the best arboreal use may be made of terrestrial saltatory 
members, but it also demonstrates how impossible it is to re-beget a primitive 
arboreal phalanger manus and pes from these members when once they have 
modified their primitive structure in harmony with the demands of the 
specialised function of terrestrial leaping. 

In the adult Dendrolagus the claws of the dominant digits of the pes are 
curved, thus affording a great distinction from the almost straight claws of the 
typical wallabies; but this curvature is merely a retention of the condition 
which is present in the young of all wallabies. 

It is rather remarkable that the poilex is no better, but even rather worse, 
developed than it is in the typical kangaroos. There seems to be no recall for 
•a poilex or hallux that has undergone phylogenetic reduction. 
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ON THE DISCOVERY OP SUPPOSED ABORIGINAL REMAINS 
NEAR CORNWALL, TASMANIA. 

By Robkrt Pullkine, M.R., M.Cn. 

[Read June 12, 1924.] 

Plates VI. to IX. 

In the British Museum there is an object which is figured in Ling Rothes 
“Aborigines of Tasmania/’ Ed. 2, p. 64, and there described as a “Tasmanian 
skin bag supposed to contain ashes of human bones.’* What is undoubtedly 
another example of a similar object was found near Cornwall liy a man, named 
Bradbury, early in 1920. 

The circumstances of the discovery .were as follows:—Mr. Bradbury was walk¬ 
ing along the base of the escarpment of the Mount Nicholas Range, near the village 
of Cornwall, when he found a deep cleft beneath an overhanging sandstone rock. 
On the floor of the cleft he discovered a skin bag covered with stringy bark and 
held down by two stones. On examining the contents of the bag he found it 
to contain two dried hands, five bones, two shells, and some skin and other 
matter which resembled dried viscera. Bradbury took the bag and contents to 
the Police Officer, at St. Mary’s, and an inquest was held on them at the Court 
House at Fingal, where the medical witness testified that they were human 
remains of old but uncertain age. 

In August, 1923, 1 was asked to inspect them in Melbourne, whither they 
had been removed, tind in November, 1923, I look charge of llicm, intending 
to investigate the circumstance.s later. In April, 1924, 1 was able to locate Mr. 
Bradbury, the discoverer of the objects, at his home at St Mary’s, and together 
we motored up the mountain .side to the village of Cornwall and ascended the 
mountain to the escarpment, following which we reached the cleft where the 
discovery was made. 

The Locality. 

The Mount Nicholas Range consists of coal-measures (Trias jura) on a 
base of Permo-(.arbonifcrous age, the coal being overlaid by a peculiar felspathoid 
sand.stone of the same age, and this, again, capped by diabase (?cretaceous). 
This range is close to the town of St, Mary’s, within a few miles of the east 
coast, and lies in the triangle formed by the South Esk and Break o’ Day rivers. 
The range is thickly limbered with Eucalyptus and there is a dense undergrowth 
in which Pomaderris, of two or three species, predominates. 

To reach the locality of the discovery we climbed from the village on to 
the mine track, and walking westward along the tram lines w^ent upwards 
through the bush until the sandstone escarpment was reached. Climbing along 
thi?, to the M^cstward, the spot was pointed out by Mr. Bradbury. Here 1 found 
the stones and bark on the floor of the ledge where they had been left when the 
bag and contents were removed in 1923. 

The photograph, reproduced as pi. vi., was taken next morning, and gives 
a good idea of the site. As seen from the place from which the photograph 
was taken, the essential points are a sandstone roof, overhanging the cleft by 
about 6 feet, and a cleft in the rock. The cleft itself, about 4 feet long, as 
measured on the floor, has a height of less than a foot in front, and a depth of 
a^ut 2 feet 6 inches at the inner extremity where the roof and floor meet. The 
floor was composed of perfectly dry rubbly-sandstone on which the bark and 
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stones were resting, and below the front ed^ the cliff dropped vertically for 
4 feet 6 inches to a ledge 2 feet wide, below which the sandstone formed a vertical 
wall, 12 feet high, terminating on the wooded slope below the base of the 
escarpment. 

These details are given to show the peculiar conditions which must have 
led to the preservation of the objects in question:—1. A perfectly dry, deep 
cleft, facing southwards, overhung several feet by a heavy sandstone root. 
2. Its protection from below by a high, vertical, sandstone wall. The first 
condition would ensure freedom from moisture in all weathers, the second 
absolute protection from marauding animals; besides these, and most important 
of all, protection from bush fires was assured. 


The Bag akd Contents. 

Th« Bag .—This is composed of a vegetable substance, origin unknown, 
which superficially has the appearance of partially tanned leather. Professor 
Robertson, of the Adelaide University, on the basis of the absence of any protein 
reaction, states that it cannot be of leather or any other animal tissue. The 
largest fragment of the bag is 14x9 inches, and from the arrangement of the 
slits at the side is, probably, only a half, or a third, of its original size. Two 
other pieces of the same material, much curled up, may be assumed to be part 
of the original bag. 



Tasmanian stdn bag, top and side view, supposed to contain ashes of human bones. The 
flat appearance is probably due to packing. Diam., 71 inches. Brit. Mus. Redrawn from 
Ling Roth’s “Aborigines of Tasmania,” p. 64. 


I'here is a ragged hole, 2i inches in diameter, 2 inches from the margin of 
the large piece, and on the margin are the holes formed by a series of slits, the 
number and extent of which are well shown in the photograph. None of Ae 
string or cord used for drawing the bag together was recovered. 

The Hands.—Tht right hand, slender, measures 6i inches from the carpus 
to the end of the middle finger, the palm and dorsum are covered with skin 
some of which is still black; a mass of flexor tendons is still attached The 
two terminal joints of the little finger are missing. auacnca. tne 


The left hand has three strips of the skin‘of the arm removed with it, 
which are attached to the base of the thumb. A long piece of skin with the 
two terminal i^ange$ of the little finger, was separate from the rest and is 
•howt) m fUu m the plate but associated with the wrong hand. 
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On both sides the carpal bones were removed with the hands and remain 
t« situ. 

The skin covering the hands is, in part, still pigmented, and a histological 
examination by Mr. William Fuller, L^turer on Histology at the Ade^de 
Medical School, shows that the pigment situated in the deep cells of the 
Malpighian layer occurs as in other coloured races. The nails are missing and 
the skin, in part, removed by insect activity. On the whole, however, the 
preservation is fairly good and the hands are those of an adult. 

The Bones .—These are the right and left humerus, the right radius, and 
the right and left ulna. 

As seen in the plate, portions of periosteum, capsular ligaments, and 
interossens membranes are still attached to the various l)ones, and the dried 
cartilage of the articular surface is still in situ and in a relatively fresh condition. 
Apart from some cuts on the cartilage on the licads of both humeri there are 
no marks on any of the bones. 

The Shells .—Two valves, not paired, of Pectunculus flabellatus, a common 
bivalve of the Eastern Tasmanian littoral. 

Other Contents .—^A mass of tissues in a shrunken condition and much 
deteriorated by insect activity, appear to have been originally \nscera. Nothing 
can with certainty be recognised, although two bodies have the appearance of 
dried kidneys. 

Comment. 

Although the package containing the bones, etc., is now in a fragmentary 
condition, the discoverer assured me that when he found it, it formed a bag. 
The contents were arranged as follows:—One hand on top, then the bones, etc., 
and the second hand at the bottom. 

We may assume that the handling it underwent from curious persons and 
in the course of a legal process was too much for its friable condition. We 
may, however, I think, be sure that the British Museum specimen and that in 
question are of the same nature. A third, probably, is still in the collection 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, as it formed part of the Barnard Davis 
collection acquired by that institution. This is referred to in the Supplement to 
the “Thesaurus Craniorium” (1494, p. 65): “The two femora and two ulnae 
with dried soft parts tied up in a little bag made of bass." Other specimens 
in this collection bear witness to the extent to which the wearing of human 
bones was carried, xnde: 1487, the calvarium of a child; 1488, 1489, 1490, lower 
jaws provided with strings to suspend them round the neck; 1491, 1492, two 
^cimens of tibiae prepared for suspension in the same manner; and 1493, a 
left radius prepared in the same manner for the same purpose. All these relics 
were collected by George Augustus Robinson, Protector of Alwrigines, and 
were purchased after his decease. 

Bonwick, in his “Daily Life of the I'asmanians," p. 10, says:—“So many 
akulls and limb bones were taken by the poor natives when they were exiled 
to the Straits (Flinders Island) that Captain Bateman told me that when he 
had forty with him in his vessel they had quite a bushel of old bones among 
them.” 

In Stokes' “Discoveries in Australia,” vol. 2, p. 466, we read:—^“When 
being conveyed to Flinders Island, Mr. Bateman, commanding the colonial brig 
'Tamar,* described tbeih as reconciled to their fate, though during the whole 
passage they sat on the vessel’s 'bulwark, shaking little bags of human bones, 
apparently as a charm against the danger to which they felt exposed." 

Ling Roth, “Aborigines of Tasmania,” 2nd Ed., pp. 64 and 65, gives several 
extracts from Tasmanian authors referring to this matter. 



lliie Tannaiiian 'iwbit of wearily human hon^ as reniMbrances is exactly 
paralleled in the Andaman Islands: see Banuurd Davis, “Supplement to 
Thesaurus Craniorhun/’p. 66^-^l5S2, cafirariuia; }574, adult lower jaw; 1575, 
adult lower jaw; 1762, prepared cahrarium; all prepared with native cord to 
hang round the neck. 

Davis remarks, he. cit., p, 67:—^“These very curious objects worn by the 
Mincopies may r^dly be said to be repetitions of the relics worn by the Tasmanian 
tribes described in a former page (1487-1493); there is no difference of any 
importance between them. In the Tasmanian maxillae the harder cord made 
of sinew is wrapped closely from one end of the jaw to the other. The Min¬ 
copies have been contented with securing the relic on each horizontal ramus by 
a short wrapping of vegetable cord, and they have, in addition, joined the strings 
of beads both to the calvarium and the jaw.” 

In consequence of the difference of the mode of attachment in the Tasmanian 
relics, when worn, the chin hangs downwards; in those of the Mincopies, the 
condyles hang downwards. 

The finding of the hands in the parcel under consideration is the point 
of unique interest, and it is certain that if the discovery had been made on the 
Eastern Victorian side of Bass Strait, they would have been identified as the 
Bret Bret of the Kurnai. Whether dried hands were used as objects of magic 
amongst the Tasmanians we have no information, so it cannot be proved one 
way or the other. 

Finally, it is of interest to note that a tribe in the Central Division of 
Papua wears dried hands either as mementos or for magical purposes, vide 
“Patrolling in Papua,” by W. R. Humphries, A.R.M., with an Introduction by 
J. H. P. Murray, Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Judicial Officer of Papua, 1923. 
On p. 144 we read as followsArrived at village of Uunai-ia with Chief 
Kewawi. Some of them I noticed had thumb nails 3 and 4 inches long, hard 
as wood and curved like the toe of a Cassowary. I also noticed some of the 
men and women were wearing human hand and leg bones, and I tried to learn 
the significance of this custom, but on this point they were reticent. 1 under¬ 
stand though that the hands are dried by continued exposure to the sun, that 
no preservatives are used.” 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATES VI io IX. 


Plate VI. 

Sandstone escarpment of Mount Nicholas Range, showing observer with hand near spot 
7or«t overhanging rock with deep cleft and dense surrotindi^ 

Plate VII. 

The remains of the bag, 14x9 in., showing the slits for lacing. Compare with text figure. 


Plate VIII. 

The hands. Note ttet by error the long strip of skin to which arc attached the terminal 


Plate IX. 

The arm bones. Right and left humerus; right radius; right and left ulna. 
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I. INTRODUCTION, 

The present paper is the result of our joint study of the ecology of the 
Mount Lofty Ranges during July-December, 1922, which was based upon the 
observations of one of us (1. G. B. O.) extending over a number of years 



Di^aniin^c sketch nap of the Adelaide area showina isohveta <.»i 

«ta S«.th AMtt.1™ dS«. of £K as ta. ,Sm K 
very irregular, especially for land om^OOO f^. “ ^ 





89 


previously. The district more especially considered is that lying within a 30-milc 
radius of Adelaide, but we have not limited ourselves to a consideration of that 
area when a knowledge of the vegetation in other parts of South Australia has 
been helpful for comparison. 

It would not be possible to mention by name all those to whom we are 
indebted, jointly or severally, for hospitality or assistance by motor transport 
or in other ways during our work. Without such generous help the work could 
not have been accomplished, and we offer to all our sincere thanks. Finally, we 
wish to express our gratitude to the Royal Society of London for a grant towards 
the expenses of one of us (R. S. A.) in the field during a visit to Australia. 

II. TOPOGRAPHIC AND PHYSIOGRAPHIC. 

Adelaide stands on a comparatively level plain some six miles from the 
west coast of Gulf St. Vincent. Inland, to the cast of the city, the Mount 
Lofty Range rises with rather steep slopes to a general height of about 1,500 feet. 
Mount Lofty, 2,334 feet, being the highest point (fig. 1). While it is possible 
to speak of a western face to the Mount Lofty Range near Adelaide, on the 
eastern side the summit generally extends as an elevated plateau which has a 
gradual fall towards the Murray River. Ilowchin, in a valuable series of papers 
(1910, 1913) has done much to explain the physiography of the region. 

Briefly, the land is an old peneplain, the rivers of which had an approxim¬ 
ately north-south drainage line. Subsequently the region was elevated and a 
series of step faults cut off the western part, forming a rift valley, now occupied 
in part by the Gulf St. Vincent. Along the shore of this, near to, and to the 
north of Adelaide an extensive plain has developed, partly coastal and partly 
flood in origin. The ancient north-south flow of the rivers has been altered 
by the elevation of the ground and the streams have been forced to cut new 
ways to the sea by turning to the west. While the upper reaches of such 
rivers as the Torrens and Onkaparinga are wide old valleys, in their lower 
courses they cross the ranges through steep-sided valleys or gorges to empty 
into the sea through mouths that readily silt up. The rivers themselves are in 
the nature of intermittent streams that attain the force of torrents during the 
wet season but almost cease to flow during the summer. I'he crest of the main 
Mount Lofty Range lies near to the western face. It consists of a complex of 
ridges separated by valleys, some of which have steep and rocky sides. These 
valleys form an intersecting scries and run in varied directions. The ridges 
between may be broad and flat-topped or rather narrow, but for the most part 
tfa« general outlines are smooth and somewhat rounded, not rugged. 

Thirty miles to the south of Adelaide, is an extensive area of rolling hills 
and wide swampy valleys, the Mount Compass area. It lies rather beyond the 
area more especially considered Iqr us, but the physiographic coirditions are such 
that it is of ^at interest. Certain plant communities, but frapnentarily repre¬ 
sented nearer Adelaide, are there developed on a large scale in the ntunerous 
swamps. The area is a district in which the older rocks are overlaid by more 
or less unconsolidated deposits due to glacial action in Permo-carboniferous 
times. 

Ill, GEOLOGICAL AND EDAPIIIC. 

Geologicaliy the Mount Lofty Ranges consist of a complex series of Cam¬ 
brian mid Pre-Cambrian rocks, often highly metamoi^hosed by subsequent earth 
movements. The relationships of the various beds is discussed by Howchin in 
the phpera already cited (also 1904, 1906), As yet no detailed geological map 
of toe area has been published. Even a superficid observation of the vegetation 
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is sufficient to show that many interesting correlations of the plant communities 
could be made were more geolo^^ical data available. To an ecologist the 
geological work that has been published is most helpful because of the light 
that it has thrown on the physiography of the region and on the soils. 

Soil surveys of the area are not available except for one district, that of 
Kuitpo forest. This, however, is typical of much of the main range that is 
occupied by stringybark forests of one type or another. The following data are 
taken from a bulletin written by Teale (1918). .Eight soil types are recognised 
by him:— 

I. Soils derived from quartz schists, quartz mica, and chloritic schists, fel- 

spathic schists of Pre-Cambrian age— 

A. Yellowish, gravelly, clay loam found on table-top areas, 'fhis bear.s 

stunted scrub, chiefly Eucalyptus cosmophylla. 

B. Gravelly loam, principally grey in colour, often stony on slopes. The 

stringybark timber is poor except in gullies. 

II. Soils derived from sandy slates, phyllites, and quartzites of Cambrian 

age— 

C. Gravelly sandy loam, chiefly grey in colour. Has good stringybark. 

D. Red, gravelly, clay loam derived from slates and phyllites. Has good 

stringybark. 

III. 'J'ertiary to recent sands, gravels, clays, grits, boulder dei)Osits, and 

alluviums— 

E. Ix)osc deep sands on which grow stringybark, manna gum, and 

Casuarina. 

F. Light yellowish-red, sandy, clay loam. Vegetation similar to E. 

G. Shallow, light-coloured, fine-textured, sandy clay on very tight clay. 

Stunted blue gum and pink gum in wet badly-drained areas. 

H. Grey to dark-grey sandy loam, clay loam, and silt loam (alluvium), 

chiefly on valley floors. Typical red gum soil with occasional blue 

gums. 

Our observations are in close s^eement with those of Teale on the dis¬ 
tribution of the native timber trees. luiitpo Forest lies within the 30-inch isohyet. 
With less rainfall we find that blue gum forests develop on gravelly clay loams 
derived from slates and phylHtes' of Cambrian age (Teale’s .soil-type D). The 
differences in distribution of the trees on similar soil types but with different 
rainfalls bear out our main contention developed below. It is that the master 
factor in distribution of the forest types is climatic, but that as the junctions of 
different climates are necessarily broad in this region, cdaphic factors may play 
an important part in determining the development of one or other forest type 
along the line of junction. 

Teale notes that in all soil types, except the alluvial areas, ironstone deposits 
may develop. TTiese may vary from loose concretionary gravels, through various 
degrees of ferrugenous change in slates or quartzites to the local development 
of aluminous and argillaceous limonite as a hard pan near the surface, ^ese 
changes are the result of a superficial reaction developing under the climatic 
conditions obtaining here, specially the alternation of pronounced wet and dry 
seasons. They are comparable to the development of travertine limestone in 
calcareous areas. As will be seen below, we have found that these ironstone 
deposits affect to very considerable d^ee the cwwtitution of the flora within 
the forest area. 
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IV. CLIMATIC. 

Situated in lat 34® 56' S., Adelaide lie<i about the centre of the area under 
consideration. The full climatic data for Adelaide extend over a period from 
1860 to the present day (Hunt, 1918); the rainfall records are an even longer 
series^ begun in 1839. The full data are given in “Results of Rainfall Observa¬ 
tions made in South Australia/’ 1918, and are summarized annually in “The 
Commonwealth Year Book/* lliese are the only complete meteorological data 
for any station in the district, but long series of rainfall lecords are available for 
many of the townships included in it. For the purposes of this paper three 
rainfall stations have been selected as typical of the areas in which the three 
main forest types recognised by us are developed. They are as follows:— 
Stirling West, situated near Mount Lofty, at an altitude of 1,628 feet. This 
is in an area in which the stringybark forest attains its best development. 
Morphett Vale, altitude 230 feet, lies in a region of low rolling hills about 
14 miles south of Adelaide and 4 miles from the sea The district is now 
largely developed for agriculture, especially the growth of vines, but it retains 
many traces of the one-time continuous open woodland composed largely of 
peppermint, Eucalyptus odorata. The third station selected is Mount Pleasant, 
about 1,200 feet high, situated in the northern portion of the area described. The 
township is some 26 miles east-north-east of Adelaide, in the wide valley of the 
uppef reaches of the 'I'orreus River. This is an area of open forest comix)sed 
largely of blue gum. Eucalyptus Icucoxylon, "J'he general climatological condi¬ 
tions will be shortly discussed for Adelaide, but the rainfall records of the three 
stations named will be given in some detail. 

1. Gkneral Features of the Adelaide Climate 

The climate of Adelaide may be said to be warm temperate, an important 
factor influencing it being the season of maximum rainfall. Over 80 per cent, 
of the total annual precipitation (which averages 20*953 inches per annum over 
a period of 78 years) falls during the months April to October inclusive. This 
results in two well-defined seasons, one comparatively hot and dry, the other 
cool and wet. The relation between this seasonal rainfall and evaporation is 
well shown by fig, 2. The total annual evaporation at Adelaide is 54*419 inches 
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Fig. 2. 

Curve showing the mean monthly evaporation 
and rainfall at Adelaide in inches. 





(mean of 47 years), the extremes being 60'953 inches and 46*653 inches. The 
greatest amount recorded for any one month is for January, 1906, when, with a 
rainfall of nil, the evaporation reached 11*232 inches. The greatest daily 
evaporation on record is *560 inches, occurring in December, 1^). A daily 
evaporation of nil may occur between March and October inclusive, and is of 
common occurrence June to August. Evap^tion and atmospheric humidity 
^ve such an important effect on transpiration that the following table is of 
interest:— 

Table I. 


Mean humidity per cent, at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., together with mean monthly 
humidity derived from max. and min. wet bulb readings divided by 2; means 
over a period of 49 years:— 



Jan* 

m. j 

March 

Aprtt 

May 

1 

Jttne 

July 

Attf. 

Hept. 

Oct, 

Nov. 

Deo. 

Mo*n at 9 a tn. 

38 

41 

47 

67 

i 

68 

77 

76 

60 

61 

51 

43 

39 

Mean at 3p iti. 

ao 

31 

37 

46 

67 

66 

64 

67 

52 

43 

37 

32 

Mtan monthly 

43 

48 

j 

49 

67 

66 

73 

72 

68 

1 

64 

66 

40 

46 


The mean maximum humidity on record is 94 per cent for a 9 a.m. reading 
in June, 1857, and the mean minimum is 21 per cent, for a 3 p.m. reading in 
January, 1915. 

Temperature records are available for a period of 60 years and show con¬ 
siderable range. The absolute highest and lowest shade temperatures are 
116*3” F. and 32*0® F., respectively. The mean figures for 60 years show that 
43*6 days have a temperature of 90® F. and over, 13*5 days per annum exceed 
100® F. On the other hand, only on 14*3 nights is the temperature below 40® F. 
The mean maximum and minimum shade temperatures are as follows:— 


Table 11. 



Jaa. 


March 

April 

UMf 


July 

▲of. 

I 

filopt. 

Oot* 

Npf. 

Deo. 

Mean max. *F. 

66*6 



73*2 

65*4 


66*7 


66-2 

72 6 

78-6 

83*4 

Mean min. *F. 

61*6 

I 62 *1 

66*9 

64*6 

60*0 

46*6 

44*6 

46*9 

4r*8 

614 

66*3 

58*9 


In considering the effect of temperature on vegetation the figures for solar 
and terrestrial radiation arc of even more importance than flie shade tempera¬ 
tures. These are available for periods of 39 and 56 years, respectively, and are 
given in Table III. 

Table 111. 


Mean solar and terrestrial radiation (grass). Degrees Fahrenheit;— 



Jan. 

Feh. 

March 

April j 


JNme 

Joly 

Aeg. 

ieyt 

Oot. 

Nor. 

Deo. 

Solar radiat. .. 
Terreot. radiat 

146*6 

64*4 

144*9 

64*6 

136 7 

1 61*6 

120*3 

47*5 

116*3 

46*4 

110*7 

111*2 

38*0 

117*6 

39*6 

1280 

41-6 

132*8 

46*2 

138*6 

48<) 

142-8 

82*2 


The highest ten^»eratuFe on record lor folar radiation is 180*0® F. and the 
lowest for flie grass readin« is 22*9® F. 
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These figures, coupled with those for the total number of hours of sunshine 
(2531*5 on an average of 35 years), show that the insolation factor may be 
important in determining growth forms of the plants. The harmful effect of 
minimum temperatures, on the other hand, is rarely felt. Ground frosts may 
occur between April to October, but are rare in these two months, there being 
only four cases of frost recorded in April over 45 years and two in October 
during the same period. The mean maximum for frost occurs on July with 
3*3 days. The mean for the whole year during the ^5-year period is 7*8 days. 
Naturally the frost effect is less on the Adelaide plain than in the hills, where, 
in some of the valleys particularly, the occurrence of winter frosts is common. 
The forester at Kuitpo attributes the remarkably sharp line that divides the 
stringybark forest from that of red gum at the edges of certain flat-bottomed 
valleys to frost influence (Teale, p. 12). He states that stringybark seedlings 
are very susceptible to frost injury. This may be one of the contributory causes 
differentiating at their junction what we regard as two distinct forest types. 

2. Rainfall Data for Selected Stations. 

Rainfall records are given in Table IV. for the three selected stations. 


Table IV. 

Mean annual rainfall in inches. 


Looilitt 

of 

Hn, 

Fsb. 

5Ur. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oot. 

Not. 

Dec. 

Tear, 

BtirliafWMt. 

8t 

1*40 

0*95 

1*86 1 

4*18 

4*88 

8*10 

6*04 

6 15 

4*78 

3*66 

2*10 

1*77 

45*91 

Xurpbtit T*]# . 


0*92 

0*59 

1-M 

8*10 

8*56 

8*40 

8*70 

8*71 

8*28 

1*85 

1*82 


82*67 

Koant PlMmat 

40 

0*91 

1 

0*60 

1*88 

8*87 

9*61 

4*81 

8*47 

8*41 

8*05 

8*18 

1*82 

0*96 

1 

86*56 


In the following three graphs, in addition to the mean annual rainfall, the 
annual rainfalls for the wettest and driest years on record arc given, also the 
highest and lowest falls on record for any month. 

It will be seen that the distribution of the rainfall at all three places is of 
essentially the same type, i.e., a winter rainfall. The difference in amount 
between the totals at Stirling West and those of the other two stations is con¬ 
siderable (fig. 6). This difference is due to altitude and proximity to the open 
sea, which, as Griffith Taylor points out (l.c., p. 99), is well shown in the dis¬ 
tribution of rainfall in South Australia as a whole. The district under con¬ 
sideration is amongst the most reliable in Australia so far as annual deviation 
from the normal rainfall is concerned, but the graphs show that over the periods 
during which records have been kept considerable deviations from the monthly 
aver^es have been recorded. In particular the hot months—December, January, 
and February—^may be almost or quite without rain. It will be seen, however, 
that in the drought-^ar curve the defitiency of rain was due to a failure of the 
winter rains from May onwards rather than to exceptionally dry summer 
weather. 

In considering the climate of these ranges the persistence of cloud at the 
higher altitudes must be taken into account. This is vei^ marked near Mount 
Lofty Summit, and an appreciable amount of water which will not affect the 
annual rainfall must eondense upon the vegetation. Precipitation at Mount 
Lofty is occasionally in the form of snow. The snow rarely lies many hours, 
and falls, though recorded on several occasions during the past 83 years, are by 
no means annual occurrences. 
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GrapH of precipitation at Stirling West show¬ 
ing mean anniial rainfall on records for 32 years, 
the cmrve for the wettest year C1889>* the driest 
year (1914), also the maximum and minimum 
rainfall for any month durinar the total period* 
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Morphett Vale (stipple), and Mount Pleasant (ruled). 

V. PREVIOUS WORK. 

Very little has been published previously on the ecology of this region, 
though much floristic work has been done. A short paper by one of us (Ostom, 
1914) may be cited as distit^ishing between the savannah type of forest on the 
pldns and hills of nonsilidous rocks and the stiingybark forests or scrub on 
wils formed from quartzitic rocks. A second short paper (1918) describes 
in some detail a rather specialized type of plant community, the seasonal swamp, 
interesting as the habitat of Phylloglossum Drummondii and Isoctes Drummondii. 
In the bulletin on the “Soil Survey and Forest Physiography of Kuitpo” already 
cit^ (Teale), the principal forest trees are connected with the soil types on 
which they grow within that area. 

VI. VEGETATION, 

In the following pages the vegetation is described under the chief com¬ 
munities that we have recognised in the field. Additional notes on climatic or 
IHiysiographic features are given in connection with the vegetation types ^t 
are influenced by them. 

1. Strtngybakk (Eucalyptus obliqua) Fobbst. 

Forests of stringybark coyer the main ridges of these hills, whose core is 
rampo^d of quartdtw or other rocks (hat are rich in silica. The soil derived 
from these rocks varies somewhat (see suite, p. 90). The harder quartzites 
p^uce a shallow, coarse, sandy soUj other beds give a finer-grained soil, Wt 
always with a high percentage of sand. Locally, top aan^ soils are formed. 































These silidous soils have alt the appearance and characters of rdativety 
"acid** soils which are poor in soluble gases, though no large series of deter¬ 
mination of the reaction have been made. Preliminary tests of the pH support 
this view. These sandy and ironstone soils occur as the backbone of the range 
and occupy nearly all the country receiving an annual rainfall of 30 inches or 
more. 

The whole area is naturally a forest region; except when clearing has been 
carried out, almost the only break in the forest cover occurs in flat-bottomed 
swampy valleys. While the forests vary somewhat in character, the major part 
is composed of Eucalyptus oblique, here known as stringybark, though in the 
Eastern States this tree is termed “Messmate.” This tree occurs pure over 
great areas, but may be associated with other i^ecies of the genus Eucalyptus. 

The Chief Tree Species. 

E. oblique may attain a considerable size, though in the forests on these 
ranges trees over ^90 feet are rare. The trees do not form a close canopy 
(pi. X., fig. 1), and especially when mature stand at considerable distances from 
one another. This species, like the majority of the genus, has pendant leaves, 
which thus do not cast a dense shadow. All through the foiests regeneration 
takes place readily from seed, especially after cutting or firing, also from coppice 
shoots. In nearly all the forests young trees of all ages can be found, especially 
in the spaces between the large trees. E. obliqua, like so many other species of 
Eucalyptus, is a marked light-demander and intolerant of shade at all .stages of 
its life. This is very obvious in forests composed of old trees- here regenera¬ 
tion is quite absent within the sphere of shading of the old trees, while m gaps 
between a thick growth of young trees occurs. 

E. obliqua, as mentioned, may be associated with or even locally replaced 
by other secies. Among these is another stringybark, E. capttellata, which 
occurs especially on the poorer and shallower soils. This is a tree very similar 
in general appearance and growth to E. obliqua, and in the absence of fruit is 
not very easily differentiated in the field. E. capitcllata has, m general, a darker 
and more furrowed bark, and in the crown a less even di.stribution of foliage, 
the leaves being bunched towards the extremities of the branches. 

Local bushmen in many cases do not seem to differentiate clearly between 
these two trees. They do distinguish two kinds of stringybark, using two 
different criteria: the colour of the timber, either yellow or white; and secondly, 
the thickness of the bark. Trees with a very thick bark are called “Woollybutts.” 
But timber of both colours may odcur in either species, and we have had trees 
pointed out to us as stringybark and woollybutts, respectively, which botanically 
were undoubtedly the same species. In both sp^ies age, and also the nature of 
^ soil and habitat generally seem to have a decided influence on these features. 

Another species of stringybark, £. muelleriana, which is very closely allied 
to B. copiteilatq, is recorded from Mount Lofty (Maiden, p. 2^), but seems 
ecareely distin|tuishable here. 

Be^es these, E. fasdcutosa, pink gum, and E. cosmophylla, scrub gum, 
Obcut in the forests. Other trees are not common, E. viminalis, manna gum, is 
OPnAned to deep gullies, where also some other plants may attain tree size, as is 
d^wHhed later; Casmrina stricta occurs on rocky slopes, but not in the forest 
IwdfNer. 

*The Life-forms and Leaf-types. 

The undergrowth in these forests varies considerably in its composition in 
pMm, mt all through it has one g^eral fkeies, consisting, as it does, of 
4 or leM dotse growth of xerophytic undershrubs. These stand on the 



average about 2-3 feet in height, though much taller growths occur. This 
undergrowth has a dark, often brownish, colouration that is in many vtzys 
reminiscent of a European heath growth. Before the details of the distribu¬ 
tion of the undergrowth are considered, a word or two may be said about the 
general Kfe-forms and leaf-types. 

While the leaf of the dominant tree is somewhat of the sclerophyll type, the 
undergrowth as a whole is characterised by the possession of small leaves which 
are often ericoid or cylindrical. Such leaves are shown by the Epacrids 
Astroloma Sonderi, Epacris impressa, Leucopogon jfirgatum, also by Tetratheca 
ericifolia, Daviesia uHcina, Dtllwynia hispida, Gompholobium minus, and by the 
Proteaceae, Persooma juniperina, GrevtUea lavandulacea, Hakea ulicina, H. 
rostrata; Isopogon ceratophyllus, with its vei^ hard divided leaves, may also 
be classed here. Other common plants with this general leaf-form are Htbbertia 
aciculans, H. sericea, and Calythrix tetragona. Pungent leaf-points are a 
common feature. 

Larger and broader leaves of a sclerophyll type are posses.scd by Banksia 
magtnata, Pultenaca daphnoidcs, Daviesw corymbosa, and by the phyllodes of 
Acacta myrtifoHa. Dodonaea i/iscosa has broad and rather thin leaves which, 
however, have a lacquer-like varnish on the surface (Collins), a feature also 
possessed by Ixodia achillaeoides, Spyndium vexilHferum, and others. 

Aphyllus plants, or plants with very reduced leaves and an assimilating 
stem, are not very prominent; besides two species of Casuarina, there are 
Damesia brevifolia, Acacia spinescens, the parasitic Exocorpus cupressiformis, 
and a few others. 

Xerophytic monocotyledons are relatively abundant; the long, hard, glaucous 
leaves of Xanthorrhoea semiplana and more locaHy of X. quadrangulata are quite 
a feature of the undergrowth. Other common xerophytic monocotyledons are 
species of Lomandra (Xerotes) and of Lepidosperma. 

Hairy leaves are by no means common, so that HibberHa sericea appears 
quite exceptional. A few plants such as Banksia maginata have appressed hairs 
on the under surface of the leaf, but the vast majority of the shrubs are almost 
or quite glabrous. Leaves covered with hairs, however, arc found among the 
smaller plants which come up in the early summer, as, for example, Hcliehrysum 
apiculatum, Daanpiera rosmarinifolia, and Brunonia australis. 

A number of geoph 3 rtes occur in the forests, though no individual species 
is abundant. These plants are much less markedly xerophytic; most of them, how¬ 
ever, have few leaves or even only a single one. The leaves are either narrow, as in 
Bulbtne bulbosa, Burchardia umbellata, Cassia vittota, and Dichopogon strictus, 
or, when broader, are closely pressed to the surface of the soil. Such surface 
leaves are a feature of several orchids, Acianthvs, Corysanthes, Lyperanthus, 
species of Pterostylist and others. All the geophytes have’ a short vegetative and 
flowering season; they appear in the spring after the winter rains, but in most 
cases by midsummer very little trace of th^ can be seen above ground. 

Grasses occur, but as scattered individuals, and nowhere give character to 
the undergrowth; the most abundant are Stipa spp., Dichelachne spp., and 
Danthonia penicUlata, 

Qimbing plants are strikingly rare in these forests, and none of any siae 
are present. The most abundant is the parasitic Cassyiha, Other climbers are 
the b^tutiful Mariamthus bignoniaceous and Hardenbergia monophylla, with 
rather broad shining leaves, the former being confined to sheltered moist gullies. 
BUlordiero cyfnosa occurs, but scrambles rather than climbs. Of the few 
herbaceous climbers Glycine cldndesHna, a vetch4tke plant, and Thyttmotm 
PatersonUf are the moat common. 
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Epiphytes are quite absent. Even bryophytes and lichens do not flourish 
here on the trees. In this connection it may be noted that lichens do become 
common on dead limbs of trees when the bark has fallen off. They are also 
abundant on the living barks of many introduced orchard or ornamental trees. 
Their absence on living trees of the forest, then,* may have some relation to the 
deciduous bark of the “gums'" or the thick fibrous bark of the stringybarks. 
The liverwort Cheiloscyphus exilifolius is a common feature of charred trunks 
of stringybarks. 

These forests possess a considerable number of parasitic plants Besides 
Exocarpus, of which mention has already been made, there are quantities of 
Cassytha, both the larger C. melantha and the smaller C. glabella. Both grow on 
a considerable range of host plants, and both commonly twine round shoots even 
when no haustoria are formed. C. glabella especially is a very characteristic 
feature of the undergrowth. Loranthus occurs, but stringybarks arc much less 
attacked by L. Miquelii than are many gum trees. It is often quite striking 
how abundant this parasite becomes when one passes from a forest of E. obliqua 
to one of, say, £. leucoxylon. While in the former the trees arc almost free from 
Loranthus, m the latter they are often covered by it, hardly a tree in a forest 
being free. L. Exocarpi occurs on Exocarpus, species of Acacia, and other 
shrubs. Besides these the semiparasitic Euphrasia Broivnn is locally abundant. 

Saprophytes are represented by the peculiar chlorophyll-less orchid Dipodxum 
punctaium, which is, however, not at all common. 

While noticing these parasitic plants, it may be remarked in passing that 
a very large number of plants, trees, shrubs, and herbs are commonly deformed 
by galls caused by cither insects or fungi, notably Uromycladium Tepperianum 
on Acacia spp. 

Communities of the Forest, 

The actual composition of the flora in the stringy bark forest varies con¬ 
siderably in different parts; the variations depend on changes in soil, topography, 
and of climate. For purposes of description four main types can be recognised, 
namely, forests on quartzite soils, on ironstones, stunted forests on glacial deposits, 
and forests in sheltered gullies. 

Forests on Quartzite Soils. 

These arc the most extensive, and as such may be treated as typical. A 
very characteristic community here is present on the plateaux of the larger 
quartzite ridges where the rainfall is 25 inches or over. On Mount Lofty itself 
rainfall as much as 44 inches is recorded. The soil under these conditions is 
sandy but shallow, being not over 12 inches in depth, and often much less. Slones 
are frequent. No distinct humus layer is present, though the surface soil is 
somewhat dark coloured. Here the canopy is usually composed of pure 
obliqua, though £. capitcllata may occur locally mingled with it. The under- 
i^OWth consists of a varied assemblage of shrubs and smaller plants which rarely 
form really continuous layers (pi. x., fig. 2). Among the most abundant and 
characteristic are Acacia myrtifolia and Pultenaea daphnoides* Other prominent 
plants are Hakea rostrata, Epacris impressa, Astroloma Sonderi, Leucopogon 
pifffdhm, Daviesia corymbosa, Platylobium obtusangulum, Tetratheca ericifolta, 
Xanthorrhpea semiptana, Lepidosperma semiteres, while less abundant are 
Ash^hmt hUmifu^a, Hibbertia acicularis, GrevUlea lavandulacea, Persoonia 
funiperina, and Isopogon ceratophyllus. Among the more prominent of the 
smaller or seasonal plants may be mentioned Drosera Menziesii, Cassytha 
Lomandra (Xerotes) dura, Goodenia geniculata, Brunonia, Wahlcn- 
ge^azUis, Craspedia Richei, and a great many others. 
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When the trees are large this undergrowth is irregular in its distribution; 
in the shade a very open and scattered assemblage is present, while a dense 
growth with numerous young trees occurs in the open spots. 

These forests arc very liable to damap from bush fires; the long, warm, 
dry summer and the prevalence of volatile oils in the plants are both contributory 
factors Indeed, there are few if any existing forests on these ranges which 
have not at some time or another been burnt. The severity of the dama^ varies 
greatly; in some cases the undergrowth alone is burnt, while at other times the 
trees are also affected. The stringyhark, however, is a tree exceedingly resistant 
to fire damage; even when the fire reaches right up to the crown it is, as a rule, 
not killed, but sprouts out afterwards from numerous dormant buds on the 
stem and branches (pi. xi., fig. 1). Many of the extremely irregular shapes 
assumed by these trees can be related to this periodic destruction of the smaller 
branches by fire and subsequent sprouting of dormant buds. It requires a very 
severe fire indeed to kill mature stringybark trees. 

After a fire a vigorous crop of seedling trees appears. The capsules are 
very resi.stant and not destroyed, though the heat causes them to open and to 
shed the seeds. 

After a fire it is not infrequent to find tree seedlings appearing as the most 
conspicuous part of the undergrowth. Regeneration of the undershrubs takes 
place, however, rather quickly. After a light ground fire it may be direct owing 
to shoots from adventitious buds which are developed after a fire or mechanical 
injury upon the roots of many species. A more severe bum causes considerable 
changes before the typical condition is again established. Certain plants seem 
to be stimulated to increased growth and reproduction by a forest fire. A 
noticeable example of this is Xanlhorrhoea semiplana. This plant rarely produces 
flower and fruit unless a fire occurs (pi. xi., fig. 2). In the season following 
a fire it produces a remarkable picture, a forest of stiff creqt spikes of its white 
flowers appearing. After a rather long interval the composite Ixodia achilleoides 
appears m great abundance, and for two, three, or even more seasons takes a 
very prominent place in the undergrowth (pi. xii., fig. 1). Owing to the abund¬ 
ance of this plant, with its relatively wide lacquered leaves, the undergrowth 
has a fresher, greener appearance shortly after a fire than at other times. After 
about three years Ixodia ^omes to be associated with other plants whose seeding 
is favoured by fire, namely, Hakea rostrata, H, ulicina, and Leptospermum 
myrsinoides, whose slower growing seedlings have not been apparent in the 
earlier stages. The latter especially becomes very abundant and gradually ousts 
the Ixodia. The presence in these forests of large quantities of Xanlhorrhoea 
semiplana and Leptospermum myrsinoides, with or without Ixodia achilleoides 
may almost be taken as an indicator of a previous bush fire. The other plants 
gradually reassert themselves; Acacia myrttfoHa is much more rapid in regenera¬ 
tion than Pultenaea daphnoides and many others. 

Effect of Local Changes in the Environment. 

Changes in the flora occur in drier situations. On the lower hills, with a 
less rainfall, and on open slopes, where the soil has little power of retaining 
moisture, Pultenaea daphnoides and Acacia myrtifolia are very much less 
abundant or arc, even quite absent. The former may be replaced to some extent 
W the small-leaved P. graveolens. On the other hand, Astroloma Sonderi and 
Tetratheca ericifolia occur in greater quantity, while Hibbertia serkea and 
Olearia tubuliflora are often abundant. At lower altitudes Acacia pycnantha 
may be preset^ in s^e quantity. 

Some variation in the flora occurs on the slopes in accordance with the 
exposure, whether they receive the full glare of the sun or not. Those slopes 
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that face the south have a flora closely approximating to that on the higher 
plateaux. In some cases, where the angle of the slope is high and little direct 
midday sun reaches the ground, the flora includes species which arc characteristic 
of sheltered and relatively moist conditions. Among such are Acrotriche 
fasciculi flora, which may locally approach dominance. Scnccio hypoleucus, 
Logania linifoUa, Olearia grandiflora, and sometimes Acacia luelanoxylon. 
The ferns also, Chcilanthcs tenuifolia and, locally, Picridium aqxnlinum may be 
present in some quantity. In contrast to this flora, on slopes with a northern 
exposure very much more xerophytic conditions are apparent. Acacia myrtifolia 
and Pultenaea are quite absent, while such plants as Hibhcrtia scricca, Olearia 
tubuliflora, and, locally, Xanihorrhoea quadrangulata are abundant. The pink 
gum, Eucalyptus fasciculosa, is present in greater amount on these sunny slopes 
and may locally replace the stringybark (pi. xii., fig. 2). 

When the slope becomes very steep and rocky, and so is liable to frequent 
and continued drought, stringybark may be absent, or at most only descend a 
short distance from the plateau. Its place is taken by a rather stunted fore.st of 
E. fasciculosa, which has a xeroph)dic undergrowth in which Hibhcrtia sericea, 
Olearia tubuliflora, Hakea rostraia, and Tetratheca cricifniia are the chief species, 
along with Astroloma Sonderi, Hybanthus floribundns, and Pimelea glauca. 
Such plants as Acacia myrtifolia, Pultenaea daphnoidcs, fipacris impressa, and 
others are here confined to gullies and watercourses. This scrub forest of pink 
gum is developed on the sunny northern slopes of ridges, and a shar]) contrast 
is obtained on comparison with the southern slope, which, though ecjually sleep, 
has a forest of li, obliqua, with an undergrowth of Epacrids, Platxiobium and 
such plants. 

Where the slope becomes so steep that it assumes the aspect of a cliff, and 
little or no surface soil is present, Eucalyptus forest is absent; its place is 
taken by an open community in which Casuarina sfricta and Xanihorrhoea 
quadrangulata are the most prominent plants. The former assumes the stature 
of a low tree, while Xanihorrhoea varies in height from 2 feet to as much as 
10 to 12 feet without considering the crown of leaves or the inflorescence. 
Associated with these two is a more or le.s.s open assemblage of plants which 
creep on the ground or arc of dwarf stature, Astroloma humifusa, Hibhcrtia 
sericea, Olearia tuhuliflora, Pimelea glauca, and Astroloma Sonderi. Amongst 
these are scattered a number of herbaceous plants which are more prominent 
here than in the general forest; the most almndant are Goodenia geniculata, 
(7. pinnatifida, Scaevola microcarpa, Brunonia australis, Halorrhagis tetragyna, 
and, locally, Themeda triandra {z=:Anthistiria ciliata). Besides these Lomandra 
(Xerotes) dura and L. micraniha, and occasionally Chcilanthcs tenuifolia are 
frequent. At the foot of cliffs or at the bottoms of valleys bushes of larger 
size may occur here, especially Dodonaea viscosa, Anthocercis angustifolia, and 
locally, Acacia rupicola. 

The relative proportion of Casuarina stricta varies with the aspect and 
with the local conditions. It is most abundant where solid rock outcrops, and 
less so on broken rock. On cliflfs with a southern exposure especially it becomes 
luxuriant, and may form closed communities, a condition that also occurs on 
the steep sides of narrow gorges. Casuarina stricta also replaces the Eucalyi:>ts 
where rock comes to the surface, not only on such sloi>es as described, but also 
on the edges of ridges aud by waterfalls. 

Forests on Ironstone Soils, 

(a) Coarse Ironstone Soils .—As was mentioned earlier, ironstones arc of 
two kinds, namely, a quartritic soil impregnated and partially cemented by iron 
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and a solid, rather fine-grain^ ironstone rock. These two kinds of ironstone 
bear vegetation that is very different and will be described separately. 

The vegetation on the qimrtzitic ironstone gravels is not very different from 
tlwt on Ae ordinary quai^ites. E. capiteUata is generally present associated 
with the dominant E obliqua. The undergrowth is sparser and more open, 
Acacia myrtifolia and Epacris impressa are much less abundant. Such plants 
as Hakea ulicina, DcanesUt ulicina, and Pimelea glauca are abundant. Small 
plants as Kennedya prostrata, Halorrhagis tetragyna, H, ceratophylla, and 
Hehchrysum scorpoides are more prominent. Locally the orchids Thelymitra 
grandiflora and Pterostylis vittata are frequent. 

While these forests that occur on this kind of ironstone are very closely 
allied to those on quartzite soils, a distinct t3rpe is developed in situations where 
the rock itself is impregnated with iron. Here generally the soil is very shallow 
though sandy The trees are here smaller and stand further apart from one 
another.^ E capitellata is, as a rule, the most abundant, and, while it may occur 
in association with E. obltqua, frequently stands alone. £. fasctculosa occurs as 
an undertree, and occasionally plants of E. cosmophylla may be present. In the 
undcrgrosvth the most prominent plant is undoubtedly Casuarina dtstyla. This 
plant is exceedingly variable both in its size and general form. It occurs in all 
sizM from a small undershrub of 1 to 2 feet up to trees of 10 to IS feet, and 
varies almost as much in its general shape. Most commonly it forms a spreading 
bush i*^ith no distinct main axis; at other times it is erect with rather fastigiate 
branching The tree forms have ascending branches. How far some of these 
forms are distinct races or varieties is a matter that certainly calls for study and 
attention 


Along with this Casuarina the most abundant plants are Xanthorrhoea semU 
plana, Calythrix tetragona, Astroloma Sonderi, Daviesia hrevifoUa, Isopogon 
ceratophyllus, and Hybanfhtts floribundus, with lesser quantities of Pimelea 
glauca, Spyndium vexilliferum, Dillwynia hispida, Hakea rostrata, Pultenaea 
villifera, and others. In such situations Lomandra (Xerotes) filtformis fre¬ 
quently occurs in large grass-like tufts. The resemblance to a grass is hei^tened 
owing to the fact that Danthonia penicillata frequently finds a nidus in the centre 
of such a patch, and its inflorescences appear above the surrounding leaves of the 
lilaceous plant. Neurachne alopecuroides occurs not infrequently on these 
ironstones.^ The general aspect of the underg[rowth is more xerophytic- than on 
the quartzite soils; a greater proportion of the plants l»ve small leaves with 
pungent points. 

Where these rocks occur on steep sun-baked slopes the forest is replaced by 
a scrab with only scattered, stunted, bush-like trees of E. fasctculosa. The bulk 
of the vegetation is composed of Casuarina distyla, Xanthorrhoea quadrangulata, 
with Astroloma Sonderi and Calythrix tetragona. Other abundant plants are 
rlybanthus floribundus, Desviesia ulicina, Leucopogon vtrgatum, Xanthorrhoea 
semtplana, Lepidospertna viscosum, and many others. 

This assemblage, along with a large number of subsidiary species, forms a 
nigwy xerophytic scrub that bears much resemblance to the maquis of the 
Mediterranean coasts. As forests of B. capitellata and E. fasciculosa occur 
wherever a plateau is reached and in gullies, it would seem that this scrub is a 
rot^unity prevented from its full development owing to the physiographic 
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important in the vegetation as is the case in the forests described earlier. The 
very rapid regeneration and spread of the Casuarina after fire may to a large 
extent inhibit the establishment of seedlings of Eucalyptus, and some of the 
areas of Casuarina-Xanthorrhoea scrub on this type of soil which have scattered 
trees may well be the result of fire and the subsequent prevention of tree 
regeneration by the rapid strong growth of these plants. 

(b) Fine Ironstone Soils, Euedyptus costnophylh Scrub ,—When one passes 
to a region of the liard, fine-grained, ironstone rock a change in the vegetation 
is at once apparent. Forest ceases often quite abruptly, and its place is taken 
by a dense scrub that rises only 4-10 feet. The characteristic and dominant plant 
here is the scrub gum E, cosmophylla. The transition to this scrub may be quite 
a sharp line, or in some cases there is a transition zone where dwarfed trees of 
E, capitellata and E, obliqua occur with the scrub gum. Where growing luxuriantly 
E, cosmophylla forms very dense thickets in which other plants are suppressed 
except in spaces between the dwarf trees. The most general associated species 
are Xanihorrhoea scmiplana, Casuarina distyla, Davicsia brevtfolia, Isopogon 
ceratophyllus, Hakea rostrata, H, ulicina, Lcucopogon vtrgatum, Astroloma 
humifusa, and Leptospermum myrsinoidcs, with many others m less quantity. 
After fires XhtXanthorrhoca increases considerably and for a long period may 
hold its place in competition with the gum which regenerates readily but slowly. 

These scrub communities of £. cosmophylla occur for the most part on the 
relatively level ground on the tops of ridges, but can also maintain themselves 
on steep slopes. On some of the lower flat-topped ridges and watersheds the 
solid ironstone may be some distance below the surface and be overlaid by 2-3 feet 
of a soil of a loamy consistency which is very retentive of water in winter but 
becomes baked very hard and dry in the summer. In this type of locality the 
shrubby trees are much more stunted, frequently not attaining a greater height 
than 3 feet. Besides their small size they are more scattered and attain a much 
less degree of dominance; Xanihorrhoea scmiplana is here very abundant and 
takes an almost equal part with the eucalypt in controlling the community. On 
this soil some small moisture-loving species arc exceedingly abundant in the 
Spring, notably Drosera Whittakcri, Schoenus apogon, and Chamacscilla 
corymbose. 

Scrub communities of E, cosmophylla are not solely confined to these hard 
ironstones, but also occur on portions of ridges where the rock is a hard crystal¬ 
line quartzite which weathers slowly to a shallow, rather compact soil. In this 
case the flora is more like that of the stringybark forest; Casuarina distyla is not 
abundant, while E, fasciculosa and E, capitellata in a stunted form are frequent, 
though they scarcely compete for dominance with the scrub gum The most 
general associated plants are: Xanthorrhoea scmiplana, Astroloma Sonderi, 
lcucopogon zHrgaium, Acroiriche serrulata, Leptospermum mvrsinoides, Hib- 
beriia sericea, nakca rostrata, H, ulicina, Daviesia ulicina, with more locally 
s<mte quantitjr of Lissanthe strigosa, Acacia myriifolia, Calythrix tetragona, 
T^atheca ericifoUa, and Isopogon ceratophyllus. 

These communities are in most respects intermediate in their characteristics 
between the stringybark forest and the typical scrub-gum community. This 
intermediate feature is correlated with their habitat, which agrees with the iron¬ 
stone one in having a very hard resistant rock and a relatively fine-grained soil, 
siHbile it approaches the quartzite habitat in the siliceous and rather sandy nature 
of the aoiU 

Atl tl^se scrub communities of E, cosmophylla are very closely allied to 
the oij^^ua forest and seem to represent variations due to local changes in 
The fifest difference in the growth habits of the two dominants gives 
of much more wide divergence than a closer study shows to actually 
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exist. A study of the associated species and undergrowth shows that all the 
plants occurring in the scrub communities also occur in the forest. The relative 
frequencies are different, and many of the forest plants are absent from the 
scrub, but our studies have not revealed a single species peculiar to the latter. 
As might be expected from their habitat, the scrub communities are more 
markedly xerophytic than the general forest. I'he broader-leaved and shelter- 
loving species are either absept or present in very much reduced quantities. Thus 
Pultenaea daphnoides, Epacris impressa, Daviesia corymbosa, and Platylobtum 
obtusangulum are rare, while Olcaria grandiflora, Exocarpus cupressifortnis, and 
Acacia myrtifolia are absent. Even in those communities on the deeper poorly- 
drained soils this xerophytic facies is apparent; the only moisture indicators are 
small plants, geoph}rtes or annuals, which flourish in Winter and Spring. 
E. cosmophylla itself has harder and thicker leaves which are wax covered and 
have the appearance of more marked xerophytic features than those of the forest 
trees. 

Scrub on Glacial Deposits. 

As mentioned earlier, in the southern parts of the ranges the solid rock for 
considerable stretches is overlaid by glacial deposits of Permo-carboniferous age. 
These are specially well represented on the watershed between Willunga and in 
the neighbourhood of Mount Compass. Those glacial deposits may be of very 
considerable thickness. They vary greatly in character; while some are con¬ 
solidated to rock, most are loose (Howchin, 1910). The soils produced are 
largely sandy, though ironstones occur not infrequently. The soils are nearly all 
very retentive of water but liable to great drought in summer. 

The vegetation on these soils is very characteristic; trees are quite absent. 
The ground is clothed by an open scrub not rising more than 4-6 feet, and 
generally very much less. The composition of the scrub is variable; the plants 
very often grow in groups or patches. Some of these are determined by local 
edaphic conditions, while others seem rather to be the result of the habits of 
growth and reproduction of the plants and of competition. 

The plant which perhaps gives most character to the scrub is a dwarf form 
of Eucalyptus capitellata, which here grows commonly as a branching bush 2-6 feet 
in height, and rarely exceeds 6-8 feet. These small-sired bushes may be of very 
considerable age and produce flowers and fruit quite freely. The relations of 
this dwarf form to the tree form and the exact determining conditions for each 
are subjects well worthy of detailed work. E. fasciculosa, also in a dwarfed 
state, also occurs here, but is much less abundant. While E. capitellata gives a 
general character to the scrub, it cannot be described as dominant. It occurs as 
local patches and scattered individuals (pi. xiii., fig. 1). Along with it, and 
often also occurring in patches, the most abundant of the larger plants are: 
Casuarina distyla, Hakea ulicina, H. rostrata, Pultenaea villifera, Banksia 
marginata (a dwarf form), B. oruata (generally more abundant than 
the first-named species), Daviesia brevifolia, Isopogon ceratophyllus, and 
Xanthorrhoea semiplana. Acacia myrtifolia is locally abundant. Amongst and 
between these plants there occurs a* varied assemblage of smaller undershrubs, 
some of which are very cl»racteri8tic here, thou^ not occurring in the forests. 
Perhaps the most abundant of these restricted plants are: Conospermum patens, 
Adenanthos terminalis, Boronia caerulescens, Pultenaea vUlifera, Spyridium 
parvifolium, Baeckea diffusa. Also abundant but of wider distribution are: 
Grevillea Iwandulacea, Platylobtum obtusangulum, Dillwynia floribunda, 
D^esia ulicina, Correa speciosa, Cryptandra hispida, Calythrix tetragona, 
Pimelea octophylia, P. glauca, P. phylkoides, Leucopogon concurvum, L. vw- 
gatum, Astroloma Sonderi, A. humifusa, Epaeris impressa, while a large number of 
others occur more occasionally. 
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Among the numerous herbaceous plants mention may be made of Heli^ 
chrysum Raxteri, H. semipapposum, H, Rlandoxvskianum, and Euphrasia Brownii, 
which are abundant and characteristic. The scrub is an open community with 
frequent patches of bare soil between the plants and with an exceedingly varied 
flora. Besides the plants already mentioned, Cassytha melantha is here exceed¬ 
ingly abundant, often forming large sprawling patches on the bushes and binding 
them together. The leafless semi-parasitic Chord runt glomerainnt occurs heie 
and appears to take the place of Rxocarpus in the forests. It may he mentioned, 
as a contrast to the ironstone communities, that Casuarina distyla here is always 
a low shrub, indeed it not infrequently has a semi-decumbent habit, forming 
large circular patches in which the main branches are horizontal and on the 
surface of the ground, while the assimilating shoots stand erect. 

In some parts of this area the soil is a deep rather loose sand, and in such 
situations rather a marked change in the flora occurs. The shrubs arc almost 
or quite absent. Xanthorrhoea is present, but the flora is essentially herbaceous 
and of low stature. The chief species are two species of Restionaceae, Hypolaena 
fastigiafa, Eepidoholus drapctecolcus, and Cahnia lanigcra, which form an open 
community in which are .scattered individuals of Porauthera ericoidcs, Xauthosia 
disseda, and others. I'hese sandy patches are generally of limited extent, but 
are quite sharply defined; one passes suddenly from the dwarf Eucalyptus- 
Casuarim scrub to the open community containing Restionaceous plants. 

Another change of flora due to local edaphic conditions is seen here in those 
parts where ironstone is developed. This ironstone is chiefly found as a capping 
to the low rjither rounded hills. Here the characteristic C. capitcUaia is replaced 
by a dwarf form of E. cosmophylla, which here forms a scrub about knee high. 
It occurs almost pure or mixed with Casuarina distyla, which is always very 
low. On these ironstones the flora is much less varied and poorer in species. 
Only the most xerophytic seem able to attain a footing; the most abundant are 
Xanthorrhoea semiplana, Hibbcrtia scricea, Hakca rostraia, and Leucopogon 
virgatum. Such plants as Correa, Conospermum, Pimela, Epacris, and others 
are absent. A few species are more abundant here, the most noteworthy being 
Stylidium graminifolium, Persoonia juniperina, and Tctrathcca ericifoHa. 
Herbaceous plants are conspicuously less abundant here. 

The development of low scrub communities on these ancient glacial drifts 
seem mainly determined by edaphic conditions. In the Mount Compass region 
the summits and upper slopes of some of the hills have been cleared of drift by 
erosion, and the solid rock, here Pre-Cambrian gneiss or quartzitic schist, is laid 
bare. In such places, unless the exposure to wind and .sun is very great and 
the rock area very small, the scrub is replaced by a tree growth of E. fasciculosa 
or a form of £. cosmophylla that attains a height of 20-30 feet. The under¬ 
growth is also quite different and like that of dry, rocky, stringybark forests. 
At the limits of the drift-covered area there is quite a narrow zone of transition 
between the forest and the scrub. 

A study of the flora and its relations to soil variation leads to the conclusion 
that there is a close alliance between the scrub on glacial soil and the stringybark 
• forest. Not only is the general facies of the flora very similar, but there is also 
a very high percentage community of species. Though dwarfed in form there 
is the same relation to soil conditions between E, capitellaia and E. cosmophylla 
existing in the scrub, as was described earlier in the forest. Further, it is 
interesting to note that in the stringybark forest, where, in a few localities, the 
soil is a deep loose sand, some of the very characteristic plants of the scrub are 
present. The trees are E, capitellata, and in the undergrowth there occur 
Pultenaaa villifera, Conospermum patens, with locally an abundance of Hypolaena 
fasHgiata, Generally speaking, one might say that there is the same flora, but 
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in one case with trees, in the other with low bushes of the same species. Further 
consideration of the relationships of this scrub is, however, deferred till later. 

Gully Forests. 

As was mentioned in an earlier part of this account, the Mount Lofty Range 
is penetrated by numerous ravines and gullies carved out by the erosive action 
of streams through long periods of time. Gullies have been cut both by the 
streams forming the drainage system of the ranges themselves and by rivers 
which rise on the eastern side of the watershed, but which have cut gorges right 
through the hills. Among the rivers which have cut through in this way are 
the Torrens and Onkaparinga. The gullies or gorges are generally deep and 
with steep sides. They have a moister atmosphere, or, at any rate, one in which 
the plants are exposed to less rigorous conditions. 

These more favourable conditions arc due to the presence of a stream only 
to a minor extent. Except for a very small number, the streams become dried 
up in summer; even the rivers may cease flowing and be represented by a scries 
of pools. Factors of equal or greater importance are protection from wind and 
from the direct rays of the midday sun or from sunlight for many hours each 
day, all of which lead to a reduced evaporation rate Another important factor 
is that such gullies receive a much greater and more constant precipitation of 
dew. This is the result of radiation and air drainage. About sunrise, especially 
in early Summer, it is no uncommon thing for the valleys to be saturated with 
moisture while the open slopes and ridges appear quite dry. Further, the soil 
in the gullies is finer grained, and not only more retentive of moisture, but, 
of course, receives the run-off after rams. 

These various conditions combine to produce considerable differences in 
the forests which have a flora of a distinctly less xerophytic type. Many plants 
with relatively broad and thin leaves are present, and ferns and bryoph)n:es arc 
prominent here, though nowhere conspicuous, and often quite absent in the 
general forest. 

While the forest is mainly composed of E. obliqua, in the deeper gullies 
E vimtneUis is frequently present and may be locally dominant. Under trees 
occur here, too, though not in great quantity; both Banksia marginaia and 
Acacia melanoxylon may assume the statiue of small trees. In the imdergrowth 
many of the epacrids and xerophytic Proteaceae and such plants as Tetratheca, 
Hibbertta, and others are absent or very much reduced in quantity. Their place 
is taken by Dodomea viscosa. Acacia vernicifiua, and many smaller plants, often 
broad-leaved, as Senecio hypoleucus, Goodenut ovata, SpyruHum parvifolium, and 
Correa speewsa, with often very large (quantities of Pultenaea daphuoides, which 
locally may form pure thickets. Acacta myrlifolia is very abundant, especially 
on broken rocky ground. A. retinodes, themgh mainly a stream-side plant, may 
spread out into the forest. Besides these, other characteristic plants are 
Leptdosperma laterals, Hardenber^ monophylla, with its brend shining leaves, 
and Rubus parvifolius. The last is an intefestihg plant, not only from the point 
of view of its (listribution, but further because it is almost a true deciduous plant. 
Pteridium aquUmum is frequently very abundant in the gullies, becoming locally 
a dominant plant of the ground layer. This plant has here a much more xero-* 
phytic fom than the bracken of N.W. Europe. It has evergreen leaves which 
arc hard in texture with narrower, more distant, and entire segments. Its leaves, 
too, are almost glabrous on the upper surface and much less markedly ^toid. 
Another very common fern is Che%laniHes tenmfoHa. In the gully forests there 
are also a considerable number of herbaceous j^ants whiifli take a much more 
prominent part in the plant cover than is the case in the opeti. Among 
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mention can only be made of a few: Carex Gunniam, Acaena sanguisorbae, 
Geranium pilosum, Epilobium glabellum, Hydrocolyle hirta, Wilsoma rotundifolia, 
Helichrysum apiculatum, and H. lucidum. Adiantum aethiopicum is a frequent 
plant on the ground, at times forming a car})et among mosses between the woody 
plants. Asplenium flabellifolium and Gymnogramme leptophylla are frequent 
on moist rock ledges, while Pleurosorus ruta^oUus occurs on the drier rocks. 
Blechnum discolor, and occasionally B. capense, occur on moist rocks by water¬ 
falls, and edge the banks of the sti earns. ' 

Though many of the more xcroph 3 rtic types occur also in the gullies the 
flora, as a whole, has a different appearance. It is greener and less sombre in 
appearance. Many of the herbaceous plants are quite mesophytic, or even 
hygrophytic. These, however, only flourish in the Winter and Spring, and become 
dried up later. The summer herbs are either very low-growing, as IVilsonia and 
Hydrocolyle, or are very hairy, as Helichrysum. 

The distribution of these plants in the gullies varies greatly according to the 
aspect, the physiography, and other factors. The relation of the slopes towards 
the sun has a striking effect; the side of a gully receiving direct insolation has 
a much more xerophytic flora than that which is sheltered. .Some plants show 
a most marked avoidance of direct sunlight, for example Senecio hypolcitcus, 
which is often exceedingly abundant in the south facing slopes and entirely absent 
from the opposite ones. The mesophytic herbaceous flora only attains its full 
development in the most sheltered and moist situations, as on rock ridges and on 
banks just above the stream channel. 

Except in the narrowest and most steep-sided gullies the flora described, 
which we may term the “gully flora,” has a i ange restricted to the lower portions 
of the slopes. The limit of Pteridium, for example, often follows a contour line 
along the gully with considerable exactitude. 

Gullies through Glacial Drift 

A few of the streams draining that part of the watershed which is covered 
by drift have cut channels sufficiently deep to be termed gullies. These have a 
vegetation that is strikingly different from the surrounding scrub; trees of 
Eucalyptus obliqua occur which are quite absent in the open (pi. xiii., fig. 2). On 
the slopes here occur large quantities of Pultenaca daphnoides and Goodema 
ovata along with Melaleuca dccussata, Marianthus bigiioniaccus, and Pteridium 
aquUiHum, but most of the more striking members of the gully flora proper are 
absent. At the heads of some of the gullies the drift has been removed by erosion, 
and on the exposed rock there are developed gully forests of Eucalyptus 
fasciculosa, in which the chief plants of the undergrowth are Acacia myrtifoha, 
Goodenia ovata, and Xanthorrhoea semiplana. These three plants compose about 
80 per cent, of the undergrowth here. 

Stream-side Communities. 

Along the stream itself in the gullies there is developed a quite characteristic 
flora which, though ecologically separate from the forest, may be described at 
this point on account of their geographic relations. 

Along rocky streams the characteristic plants are Leptospermum lanigerum 

Callistemott soMgnus, which form thickets, 8-10 feet high in places, either 
liQ^ a wide channel or completely covering a small one. These thickets are a 
strUdng feature, in summer especially, owing to the pale, almost white, colour of 
the yott(» hairy leaves of the Leptospermum. Along with these two bu.shes there 
occurs Acacia retmodes, while below and among them are a number of smaller 
IthMits, as Goodenia ot/ata, G. amplexans, Carex tereticaulis, Juncus pallidus, and 
oHsers. 
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In the case of the larger streams, where permanent pools of water occur, 
Typha angustifolia is plentiful. This occurs often alone, but is sometimes asso¬ 
ciated with Phragmitcs communis. Cyperus vaginatus is another common plant 
in stream beds which dry up in summer; it is especially abundant on sandy soils. 

By springs on rocky soils, or where the stream flows over gravel or stones, a 
thicket of Leptospermum lanigerum and Acacia retinodes occurs in which the tall 
Gahnia trifida is very abundant. Logania lanceoleUa occurs locally here, though 
its more usual habitat is on tVet sheltered rocks. 

In those valleys where the stream becomes partially held up and the ground 
is swampy, at any rate during the Winter, Phragmitcs (often along with Typha) 
becomes abundant, associated with Gahnia psittacorum (pi. xiv., fig. 1). These 
plants build up a peat-like soil in which flourish Blechnum capense, B. discolor, 
and rarely, Todea barbara. , The bushes occur largely towards the margins of 
such a swampy channel. Besides Leptospermum lanigerum, there occur L. 
scoparium, Viminaria denudata, and Acacia verticillata, all of which arc very 
characteristic of this habitat. 

In a few cases the gully has a flat bottom covered with silt or sand from the 
stream, and liable to be flooded in Winter. Where this occurs E. rubida is not 
infrequent along with or replacing E. viminalis. In the wetter portions of such 
valleys there is a thicket-like growth of Leptospermum lanigerum, with L. 
scoparium, Acacia retinodes, and Viminaria denudata, with Gahnia psittacorum, 
Carex tercticaulis, Goodena ovata, and a considerable number of smaller plants, 
among which may be mentioned Juncus planifolius, Carex Gaudichaudiana, Rubus 
parvifolius, with many others. These valleys arc generally of small size. Larger 
swamp areas, where the ground water is more or less stagnant and the soil some¬ 
what peaty, occupy locally not inconsiderable areas, but are developed and exist 
under conditions so different from those in the forest that they will be considered 
separately later. 

“Box” (Eucalyptus claeophora) Forests. 

Forests allied to those of stringybark both in flora and in general form, but 
dominated by Eucalyptus elaeophora, the “bastard box” or the ‘‘peppermint,” occur 
on the more northern part of the ranges. These forests extend a short distance 
southwards from the line of the gorge cut through by the River Torrens. They 
occur on hills composed of hard rocks, mostly of Pre-Cambrian age. These rocks 
are almost all highly metamorphosed and consist of hard schists, crystalline 
quartzites, or gneiss. They form hills with somewhat rugged outlines and pro¬ 
duce shallow stony soils which are relatively fine-grained but not sandy. 

The dominant tree, E. elaeophora, is generally small in stature and has a 
great tendency to develop a “mallee”-like habit with two or more stems arising 
from the base (pi. xiv., fig. 2). Trees, however, of 60-70 feet in height have 
been noted. This tree reproduces very readily from seed and from stools after 
cutting. The juvenile foliage, whether of seedling or of coppice shoot, is exceed¬ 
ingly characteristic; the leaves are large, sessile, round, and very glaucous. Both 
colour and shape are in marked contrast to the adult foliage, and indeed very 
different from the foliage of any of the other eucalypts of the district. They 
form a most conspicuous feature of these forests, and recall in some ways the 
juvenile state of E. globulus. 

Over the greater part of the area occupied by the "box” forests which we 
have examined the dominant E. elaeophora occurs alone as a pure forest. In 
the more rocky parts, however, E. fasciculosa forms a subsidiary or under tree, 
not one competing for dominance. Casuarina stricta occurs locally on rocky 
slopes where the soil is scanty- 
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The similarity of the undergrowth of these forests to that occurring in the 
stringybark forests is very marked; more especially is this the case with 
the drier stringybark forests. The chief differences, indeed, arc in the 
absence of many species that occur in those previously described. The main 
plants of the undergrowth are Hakea rostrata, H. ulicina, Lcucopogon ifirgatum, 
Acrotriche serrulata, Astroloma Sonderi, A. humifusa, Tetratheca ericifolia, 
Platylohium ohfusangulum, Xanthorrhoca semiplana, and Lepidosperma semiicres. 
Casuarina distyla occurs occasionally, but was nowliere seen as an abundant plant. 
Two facies occur in this undergrowth; in the one case the Epacrids and Hakeas 
form the bulk of the flora, while in the other Lepidosperma semiteres becomes 
exceedingly abundant (pi. xv., fig. 1), giving the appearance from a distance of 
a grassy undergrowth. The smaller associated plants arc also those of the 
stringybark forests, Scaevola microcarpa, Brunonia australis, Helichrysum 
apiculatum, Halorrhagis tetragyua, H. ccratophylla, Drosera Menciesii, Danthonia 
penicillata, Dichelachne sciurea, Dichopogon strictus, and others. 

On the lower slopes a sparser and more open undergrowth is present, in 
which Acacia pycnantha may be present in some quantity along with Hibberita 
sericea, Olearia tubuliflora, Halorrhagis tetragyna, Astroloma humifusa, Goodenia 
geniculata, Danthonia penicillata, and others. This flora is very much like that 
already described for the E. obliqua forests at the lower levels On very steep 
rocky slopes, again, woodlands almost exactly like those already described occur 
which are composed of either E, fasciculosa or Casuarina stricta and Xanthorrhoca 
quadrangulata, E. elaeophora, however, appears able to grow and to hold its 
own on more rocky and shallower soils than does £. obliqua, and frequently 
occurs along with the pink gum. The gullies and valleys cut out in these rocks 
are, for the most part, wider and more open than those in the C ambrian scries of 
rocks and the characteristic gully flora is not much developed. In some cases, 
however, as, for example, in the gorge of the River Torrens, the undergrowth 
is characterised by quantities of Correa speciosa which may assume dominance 
in the second layer. Senecio hypolc4tcus, again, is very abundant on steep rocky 
slopes facing south. By the streams themselves, which, however, are few in 
number, exactly the same stream-side flora occurs as in the forests already 
described. Indeed, the relations of the two types of forest are evidently very 
close indeed. They have not only closely similar floras, but they occur on 
corresponding situations, E. obliqua forests on the Cambrian quartzites and E, 
elaeophora forests on the metaniorphic rocks of Pre-C^ambrian age The differences 
in flora all point in the direction of there being less water available in tfie forests 
of E, eleaeophora. The importance of this factor of drought is further empha¬ 
sised by the reported presence of £, obliqua in some of the gullies. Wc ourselves 
have not seen an actual example of this, but are informed of it by residents in 
the district who are certainly able to differentiate between the two trees. It has 
already been noted that in gullies in the dwarf scrub region at Mount Compass 
E, obliqua trees occur, so that the relations of the box forests on the one hand, 
and the scrub on the other, to the stringybark would appear quite parallel. 

I'he increased dryness is not the result of a decrease in rainfall; nearly all 
the Precambrian “massif” lies within the 30'inch line and some reaches 35 inches. 
But the part of the ranges on which the box forests occur is further removed 
from the sea, and it may be expected that less moisture is brought by the south¬ 
west winds. It is certainly noticeable that in Winter mists on the ranges are 
more frequent from Mount Lofty southwards than they are further north. This 
decrease m mist and cloud inducing a drier atmosphere on these very shallow 
ailtcious soils would appear to be a differentiating factor between forests of 
£. elaeophora and £. obliqua. Another factor that may enter into the question 
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is that E. obUqua is here at the western limit of its geographical range. It is 
well known that many spedes are much more exacting in their habitat require^ 
ments under such conditions. The elucidation of the exact differentiating factors 
separating the two forests which are undoubtedly very closely allied can only 
be made complete by detailed quantitative work in the field. It is a question 
that demands attention not solely from its scientific interest, but also from the 
practical standpoint. E. obliqua is a relatively valuable timber tree, while E. 
elaeophora, being smaller and slow growing, is much less profitable. It might 
well be advisable to make some attempt to conserve or even increase the area of 
the former. But with the data at present available it is not possible to go further 
into the matter. 

2. Blue Gum (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) Forests. 

Forests of the blue gum, £. leucoxylon, cover for the most part the lower 
hills, foothills, and rolling country on either flank of the main range. They occur 
on soils formed from slates, phyllites, schists, and limestones of the Cambrian 
series which lie within the region of 25-35 inch annual rainfall Most of this 
country has between 27 and 30 inches. The soils vary considerably in composition 
but are all relatively deep and fine-grained, not sandy. As compared with the soils 
derived from quartzites or Precambrian rocks they are relatively rich in bases. 
The topographic features are also different in relation to the softer rocks; the 
slopes arc much less steep and not rugged, the contours and general outlines are 
rounded (pi. xv., fig. 2). 

The forests that occur on these soils are of a very different type from those 
described above. The canopy is even more open; in many cases, indeed, the 
trees stand quite apart from one another, giving a park-like effect. The ground 
vegetation is essentially herbaceous and grass-like in general appearance. 

The characteristic tree is E, leucoxylon, the blue gum, which, with its white 
stems and open growth stands out in strong contrast to the stringybark even at 
long distances. Besides the blue gum, E. viminalis, manna gum, is frequent, 
especially in the regions of higher rainfall and in gullies. B. rubida, white 
gum, occurs in valleys, but is local, and its distribution is considered later. The 
red gum, E. rostrata, though, strictly speaking, a tree of the valley bottoms, fre¬ 
quently spreads out into the blue gum forests. Cctsuarma stricta occurs scat¬ 
tered through the forests and becomes abundant or even locally dominant where 
the rock is near the surface. This tree is much more abundant in these forests 
than it isjn those of stringybark. 

Undershrubs are not generaUy conspicuous and practically never form a 
continuous layer. Acacia pycnantha is the most prominent, and is never absent 
except in the regions of lowest rainfall (pi. xvi., fig. 1). This plant is at times 
very abundant, forming an almost continuous layer, but this condition seems 
always the result of modification. The plant is encouraged and at times sown 
owing to its value for bark. It is treated in some of the woods in a manner 
quite analogous to the encouragement of haxel in oak wo^s in Britain. Other 
shrubs which occur here are Ole(u-ia tubMHflora, the parasitic Exocarpus cupressi* 
fortnis, with Xanthorrhoea semiplana, Dodonaea wscosa, Bursaria spinosa, and 
others more locally. 

As mentioned the ground v^fetation is herbaceous, but its grass-like appearance 
disappears on closer examination; true grasses form quite a small proportion of 
the plant ptqmlation, which consists of a variety of dwarf fhrubs, herbs, and 
annuals. The form of the ground cover is in marked contrast to that in the 
stringybark forest, a contrast that is further emphasised by the fact that here the 
twetwion is largely swsonai. With the exception of some of the shrubby species 
the whole become dried tq> in the summer seastm. Among the most abundant 
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and generally distributed plants arc: Hibbertia acicularis and H. sericea, which 
togctner form the major portion of the cover in Winter. Along with these are 
Astroloma humifusa, Acrotriche scrrulata, and, more locally, Tetrathcca ericifolia, 
Daviesia corymbosa, D. ulicina, Dillwynia hispida, Leptospermum myrsinoides, 
and others. These are all shrubby, and along with and sometimes to the exclu¬ 
sion of them occur numerous herbaceous plants, among which may be mentioned : 
Leptorrhynchus squamatus, Vittadinia australis, Helichrysum apiculatum, 
Cymbonotus Lawsonianus, Scacvola microcar pa, Goodenia geniculata, Velleya 
paradoxa (local), Brunonia australis, Halorrhagxs tciragyna, H. ccratophylla, 
H. teucrioides, Linum marginale, Acacna ovina, Caesia vittaia, Bulbine bulbosa, 
Dichopogon strictus, Anguillaria dioica, Schoenus apogon, Carex breviculmis, 
Themeda triandra, Danthonia penicillata, Stipa scabfa, S. eremophila, S. semi- 
harbata. Of these Acacna ovina is generally very almndant, and along with 
Danthonia, Leptorrhynchus, and Scacvola forms a large part of the herbaceous 
flora. Other plants common but rather less abundant arc Convolvulus crubescens, 
Ajuga australis, Eryngium rostratum, and others. Orchids occur in some variety 
in these forests, especially in the moister parts. Among the commoner are 
Diuris longifolia, D, pedunculata, Thclymitra aristata, Corysanthes fimbriata, 
Pterostylis nana, P. nutans, Acianihus exsertus, Caladcnia deformis, C. carnea. 

These open forests have been invaded, to a much greater extent than occurs 
in those described above, by alien plants. Some of these have now come to 
occupy a definite place tin the vegetation and have penetrated far beyond the 
region of direct interference by man. I'he most noteworthy are three annual 
grasses : Brisa maxima, B. minor, and Aira caryophyllea, while Bromus maximus 
is a little more restricted. 

Annuals generally are abundant. Very generally distributed species are: 
Flaveria australasica, Brachycome diversifolia, B. trachycarpa, Lagenophora 
BUlardieri, Helichrysum scorpiotdes, Sebaea ovata, and IVahlcnbergia graalis. 
In valleys and places where the soil is wet in Winter and Spring a number of 
ephemeral annuals occur, c.g,, Brisula pumilio, Centrolepis anstata, Hydrocotyle 
callicarpa, and Kutidosis pumilo, with several others. 

Parasites, and especially Loranthus Miquelii, are abundant. L. Miquelii, 
indeed, may be so abundant that trees of £. leucoxylon may be much impoverished 
or even killed out. L. exocarpi is less common. Cassyiha mclantha occurs 
locally in great quantity. 

In these blue gum forests the distribution of the undergrowth varies a good 
deal with changes in topography and soil. On the lower slopes and on northern 
exposures the larger shrubs are almost absent, the flora being composed of 
BibberHa with herbaceous plants and grasses. Geophytes, for example Micro¬ 
s' Forsteri, Drosera Whittakeri, many Liliaceae and orchids, are only abundant 
in sheltered situations which are moist in the Spring. Slopes with a southern 
exposure nften abound in shrubs, especially Acacia pycnantha, while on the 
ground Cheilanthes tenuifolia is prominent, and Pteridium aquilinum may 
approach dominance towards the bottoms of valleys. On ridges running east 
and west there is often a marked difference in the flora on the two sides; that 
facing north has few or no shrubs and a ground cover which is essentially 
herbaceous and becomes quite burnt up and brown in summer, while on the 
opposite slope, facing south, the trees are closer together, £. zdminalis often 
occurs atemg With B, leucoxylon, and a more or less definite layer of Acacia 
Pjycnantha^ with some Exocarpis and Bursaria spinosa, is present. On the ground 
are many geoph 3 ^es and Cheilanthes tenuifolia; these dry up in summer, but do 
SO touch more slowly, and the vegetation through most of the year appears much 
less paithed. 
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On the tops of broader ridges and in relatively level parts Acacia pycnantha 
becomes especially abundant. On the uppermost ridges, which have a shallower 
soil and which are liable to a longer and more frequent drought, a more xerophytic 
facies in the ground flora occurs. Many undershrubs are present, such as 
Hibbertia, Tetratheca, Astroloma, and Acrotriche. In parts of the ranges there 
are steep rocky slopes on which Casuarina stricta is abundant, sometimes to the 
exclusion of Eucalypts. With it occur some quantities of Xanihorrhoea quad- 
rangulala and X. semiplana. "Such slopes form a locality for CalHtris cupressi- 
formis, var. tasmanica. This plant, which forms a bush rather than a tree, is 
not generally distributed, but usually occurs in circumscribed groups in which 
the individuals may be close together and exclude other vegetation. At other 
times the CalHtris bushes are separated from one another. 

Owing to the open character and to the type of undergrowth these forests 
of £. leucQxylon are less liable to damage by fire than are those of E. oblique. 
Fires do occur from time to time, though their effects arc much less pronounced 
Occurring as they do in the Summer, when most of the ground plants are dormant, 
little damage is done and, owing to the absence of shrubby undergrowth, the 
trees are rarely affected. Fires apparently assist the spread and seeding of 
CalHtris. In those portions where Acacia pycnatilha is abundant a bush fire 
has a more marked result. Acacia is a plant whose germination is stimulated 
by fire, and afterwards it appears in increased quantity. Immediately following 
the fire Ixodia achilleoides Womes temporarily abundant, though to a much less 
extent than it does in the stringybark forests. 

In some parts forests of blue gum adjoin tho.se of stringybark. 
Where this occurs the transition from one to the other may be 
abrupt or more gradual. The former case is especially striking, a sharp 
line dividing the two; on the one side E. ohliqua, with its dark stems 
and dense xerophytic shrubby undergrowth, and on the other the white stems of 
the E. leucoxylon, with the herbaceous ground cover. But while thi.s abrupt 
transition does occur, in very many cases there is a zone of mixed forest that 
may be many yards across. This mixed forest has a rather open undergrowth, 
with Acacia pycnantha, Hibbertia acicularis, Tetratheca ericifoHa, Leucopogon 
virgatum, and others as the most prominent plants. 

In the region studied where the rainfall is rather high the determining factor 
differentiating the two types of forest is edaphic, but other factors must also 
recognised, as will be shown later when the relationships of the communities 
are discussed. 

Ironstone Soils. 

The rather basic soils upon which blue gum forests grow may become im¬ 
pregnated with iron just as occurs with the quartzites. The ironstone is, however, 
less common and occurs over less extended areas. The ironstone is either in 
the soil or subsoil, or else the rock itself is an ironstone, in which case a very 
shallow soil results. In either case the flora chaises and a more xerophytic 
facies occurs which comprises a much greater number of shrubby plants. Under- 
shrubs, indeed, may become dominant and an undergrowth occurs which is very 
similar to that of the stringybark forest. 

Where there is an ironstone soil heath-like undershrubs become abundant; 
the most prominent are Grevillea lavandulacea, Leucopogon tdrgafutn, Acrotriche 
serpslata, Leptospermum tnyrsinoides, Tetratheca ericifoHa, along with Hibbertia 
actcularis,H. s^cea, &nd^ Xanihorrhoea semiplana. Locally taller undershrubs 
^ur, such as ffaheo ulicina, Casuarina distyla, Astroloma Sonderi, and others. 
Acacta pycnantha is here scarce and annuals, like many of the herbaceous plants, 
are much less abundant or absent. 
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On the very shallow soils formed from the ironstone rock the trees are small 
and stand at long distances apart. The trees here are very much infested with 
Loranthus Miquelii, which is rarely absent from any approaching maturity. The 
undergrowth is a rather dense scrub of bushes rising 2-4 feet; Casuarina dtsiyla 
is the most abundant, but with it occur considerable quantities of Xanthorrhoea 
scmiplana, Hakea rugosa, H. ulkina, Isopogon ceratophyllus, Calythrix tetragona, 
Leptospermum myrsinoidcs, Lissanthc sirigosa, and others. Among these shrubs 
occur Neurachne alopecuroidcs. Helichrysum Baxten, H. scorpioidcs, Leptor- 
rhynchus squamatus, Kenuedya prostrata, and other small plants. This under¬ 
growth is very much like that which occurs in the stringybark forest on iron¬ 
stone, but has several j)oints of difference: Hakea rugosa takes the place of //. 
rostrata, many plants of the stringybark forest are missing, and some others arc 
here more prominent. 

These ironstone areas with their shrubby xcrophytic undergrowth are much 
affected by fires. After burning, flowering and increase of Xanthorrhoea semiplana 
occurs just as was described earlier; Jxodia achUlcoidcs, however, is here quite a 
local plant. A considerable number of small plants become much more prominent 
after a fire, though none of them become very abundant; among them arc Stipa 
cremophila, Danthonia pcuicillato, and Helichrysum Baxter!. The orchid 
Lyperanthus nigricans which occurs here seems only able to produce flowers 
after a fire. Among the shrubs Calythrix and Leptospermum increase after 
burning, both from s(‘ed and owing to their rapid regeneration 

Gully Forests. 

The gully and stream-side forests, which are such a feature of the water¬ 
courses in quartzite rocks, are here poorly developed owing to the softer rock 
giving a different topography. The flat bottoms of the larger valleys are occupied 
by woodlands of Eucalyptus rostrafa, which are described later separately. On 
valley .sides the flora is often hardly distinct from that described above. 
£. viminalis is generally more abundant. Where shelter is obtained shrubs are 
more abundant, especially Acacia p\cnantha, with Bnrsaria spinosa and Dodonaea 
viscosa. Banksia marginata is heie almost entirely a valley plant. Among char¬ 
acteristic ground plants in the moister places are Arthropodium paniculatum, 
Carex Gunniana, Juncus pallidus, Goodenia amplexans and Cr. ovata, and others. 

Savannah Forest. 

On the somewhat undulating country on the cast side of the ranges there 
occurs a savannah-like forest that differs in some ways from the blue gum forests 
described above. I'he trees here form a very open forest; they stand isolated 
or in groups with many clear spaces and glades. I'he trees are i>rincipally 
£. leucoxylon and if. viminalis (pi. xvi., fig. 2). B, rostrala occurs in the valleys 
but extends out from them to a considerable extent, often becoming mixed with 
the other species. Casuarina stricta grows on rocky outcrops. £. leucoxylon 
occurs here in two forms, the common white-flowered plant and one with red 
flowers, which apparently does not differ in other respects. Shrubs are almost 
wholly absent from these woods; a few scattered plants of Acacia pycnantha 
occur which sometimes rise to the stature of small trees, but these are never at 
all abundant. 

The ground flora is herbaceous and grass-like; it becomes very much dried 
up i^nd burnt yellow in Summer. I'he most abundant plants are Acaena ovina, 
Danthonia penicillata, D, carphoides, Stipa scabra, S. eremophila, and Vittadinia 
<tW#ra/i3, with several others in less quantity, as Hibbcrtia sericca, Fimclea glauca, 
P. humilis^ Asiroloma humifusa, Wahlenbergia gracilis, Convolvulus erubescens, 
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Leptorrhynchus squamatus, Dichopogon strictus, and Bvlhine butbosa. Much 
less abundant but very generally distributed plants are: Flaiverio austrcUasica, 
Lagenophora BUlardieri, Brachycome trachycarpa, Hypericum japonicum, and 
Halorrhagis tetragyna. 

On the rocky outcrops, on which Casutu'itut occurs to the exclusion of the 
Eucalypts, the undergrowth is very sparse but of the same character. A few 
plants such as Halorrhagis ceratophylla, Scaevola microcarpa, and stunted 
Cheilanthes tenuifolia occur hare, but not in the general woodland. 

Practically the same flora occurs in the open valleys under the trees of 
E. rostrata. In addition to the plants named, isolated clumps of Juncus pallidus, 
which may reach a very considerable size, occur; Schoenus apogon and Drosera 
peltata are locally abundant. Several moisture-loving ephemerals grow here, 
among which may be mentioned Centrolepis aristata, Drosera glanduhgera, 
Hydrocotyle callicarpa, and others. 

In some parts deeper valleys have been cut out, and in these there is a richer 
flora Leptospermum myrsinoides may be abundant, and along with it Acacia 
obbqua, Thomasia petalocalyx, Grevittea lavandulacea, Bursario sptnosa, 
Trichinium erubescens, and others may be found. Locally Xanthorrhoea semi- 
plana, Lepidosperma scmiteres, and L. viscosum occur in some quantity along 
with Lomandra (Xeroles) dura, and others. Where the trees have been felled 
some of these plants, and especially Lepidosperma, may become exceedingly 
abundant, so much so indeed as almost to exclude the grassy undergrowth. 

3. Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) Forests. 

Forests composed of E. viminalis, manna gum, either alone or with some 
admixture of other species, occur rather locally in valleys and on gentle slopes 
where the soil is a deep and loose and rather fine-grained sand. The forests on 
sand are rather open in character, with E. viminalis as almost the only tree species. 
E. rostrata may be present in the bottoms of the valleys, and occasional trees of 
E. leucoxyloH occur on the slopes. Banksia marginata is abundant here as an 
under tree and in open spaces, or when trees have been cut out, may form quite 
dense thickets. Otherwise the undergrowth is composed of dwarf shrubs and 
herbs Of the undershrubs Hibbertias are much the most abundant, H. sericeo, 
H. virgaia, and H. stricta are common, while H. acicularis is occasional. Other 
plants are Leptospermum myrsinoides, Jsopogon ceratophyllus, Platylobium 
obtusangubem, Dillwynia hispida, Tetratheea ericifolia, and others. These shrubs 
form an open cover, standing at some distance apart from one another, and not 
or very rarely in contact. Among the most prominent of the herbaceous and 
smaller plants that occupy the spaces are Stipa scabra, Lepidosperma carphoides, 
Helichrysum scorpioides, H. Blandowskiemum, Brunonia austrcflis, and others. 
These manna gum woodlands on sandy soils show a fairly rapid power of regen¬ 
eration; young trees are of frequent occurrence, and after cutting or nng- 
barking the forest is soon re-established if left undisturbed. After cutting, 
Banksta spreads very rapidly for a time, but soon becomes subsidiary to the 
stronger-growing taller Eucalypts. However, should an almost ctmtinuous layer 
of Banksia occur in these woods it can be tideen as evidence of previous inter¬ 
ference with the tree canopy. 

E. viminalis also forms pure woodlands on another type of habitat, nunely, 
towards the head of some of the gullies running into the hills. Here the woods 
occur just below the region of the stringybarit forests. Such local forests repre¬ 
sent what is apparently a gully forest of the bloc gum type. Occasional trees 
of E. leucoxylon are present, and also some of B. oUiqm, in the imper parts. 
Under trees and bushes arc scattered, and do not form a ernttinoous layer; 4radi» 
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melanoxylon, A. pycnantha, Bursaria spinosa, Dodonaea viscosa, and Banksia 
tnarginaia are the chief plants. The undergrowth is generally herbaceous, 
Cheilanthes tenuifolia is abundant, along with Danthonia penicillala, Stipa scahra, 
Bulbine bulbosa, Ajuga australis, with Pteridium aquilinum very abundant or 
even dominant towards the bottom of the slope. On very sheltered, steep, south¬ 
facing slopes Acrotriche fascicuhflora may be abundant or even locally dominant. 
Bryophytes are generally prominent in these woods. 

The forests of E. viminalis are closely allied both in structure and flora to 
those of jB. leucoxylon. The main difference appears due to increased moisture, 
in the first type described (that on deep fine .sands) to moisture in the soil and 
in the second to moisture due to the shelter of a gully. As has been noticed, 
E, viminalis is commonly associated with E, Icncoxylon, and it appears to become 
the dominant to the exclusion of the latter under moister conditions. 

4. White Gum (Eucalyptus rubida) Forests. 

E. rubida, white gum or ‘*candlcbark,’’ locally forms almost or quite pure 
forests on parts of the hills where the rainfall is 30 inches or more. The ground 
is undulating, with small valleys between low ridges. The white gum forests 
occur at and around the heads of these valleys. I'he form of the woodland 
depends to a consulerable extent on the age of the trees F., i ubida is a tree 
attaining a con.siderable size, 100-150 feet or more, and when mature is a marked 
light-demander, so that woodlands composed of old trees are very open, the trees 
standing at long distances apart. Seedlings and young trees, however, come up 
in the spaces in great numbers, and quite dense woodlands occur composed of 
trees with poles of 1-H feet diameter £. rubida may occur pure or in associa¬ 
tion with E. Icncoxylon. Generally in the valley depressions it is in pure stand, 
but on the slopes the latter tree occurs mixed with it (pi. xvn., fig 1). 

Acacia pycnantha occurs in the undergrowth but is not abundant. The 
ground cover consists of Hibheriia acicularis with Trtrathcca cricifolia. Aero- 
tricks serrulatft, and many herbaceous plants; Pteridium occurs, but is local, as 
also is Leptospermum myrsinoides The flora is indeed practically that described 
for the forests of E. Icncoxylon. 

E, rubida is a tree that makes considerable demands on the soil for water. 
Its presence has already been noted in the stringybark forests by creeks in flat- 
bottomed valleys. It is a characteristic tree of swamps which will be described 
later. In the woods just described the abundance of the tiec and its spread out 
from the valleys is correlated with the presence of a water-retaining soil occurring 
on slight slopes with a high rainfall. Its spread and abundance here have almost 
certainly been assisted by human interference; E. Icncoxylon forms a much more 
valuable timber than E. rubida, and preferential cutting undoubtedly assists the 
spread of the latter both by removal of competition and of trees from which 
seed for regeneration is supplied. These forests of E. rubida, with almost the 
same flora as those of E. Icncoxylon, arc certainly largely produced semi-artificially 
in this way. How far and how long they would be able to maintain themselves 
if left alone cannot at present be stated. 

5. Peppermint (Eucaly'ptus odorata) Forests. 

On the foot-hills and on the upper margin of the plains there arc forests 
which have much in co/nmon with the blue gum forests, but which are dominated 
by a wholly different tree, namely, E. odorata, peppermint or box (pi xvii., 
2). This is generally a small tree, not often reaching more than 50 feet in 
Might. It has a great tendency to develop several stems from the base and 
fre^^uently occurs as a large mallee. This tree has a dark bark and dark dull- 
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green foliage, in both of which characters it forms a strong contrast to 
£. leucoxylon. 

At the present time the area occupied by peppermint forests has been very 
much reduced as compared with the pnmeval condition. The forests, too, which 
remain have been in most cases considerably modified bjr cutting, pasturage, and 
other human activities. 

These forests occur on relatively deep basic soils which have the general 
feature of bong very retentive of water in winter, becnning in many cases 
more or leas waterlogged, while in sommer th^r beimme oalam hard and dry. 
The soils are very similar to those ococ^ied by the bine gnm forests, bnt are 
as a rule more fri^e and less caked in the dry season. It does happen, however, 
that blue gum forests cover the top of a slim the lower porticms of which are 
clothed by p^permint. E. odorata generally forms pure op^ forests. The 
tree has grrat power of regemration from the stool after cutting, but does not 
spread from seed rapit^y. Casuarina stricia occurs scattered through the forest 
and is abundant in the driest parts where the soil is shallow (pi, xix., fig. 1). 
Locally on dry sunny slopes small trees of Eittosporim phillyratoides occur, but 
are never at all numerous. Shrubs are not generally abundant; on the lower 
drier parts they are often absent, but at higher levels Acacia pycnantha is 
abundant. As in the case of blue gum forests, the plant is in parts encouraged 
and sown. In not inconsiderable stretches where such sowing has occurred and 
Eucalypts have been felled the forest has been replaced by a oushland of Acada 
pycnantha. Other shrubs are of infrequent occurrence. 

It may be mentioned here that parasites are not abundant in these forests; 
Loranihus is rather rare on E. odorata. Cassytha melantha is quite local and 
Bxocarpus is by no means frequent. 

The ground vegetation varies considerably in different parts; on slopes 
where the soil is not often saturated in Winter a considerable variety of herbs 
make up a cover in which grasses or grass-like plants take a considerable part 
(pi. xvii., fig. 2). The most abundant tree grasses are Danthonia pcnicillata, 
Stipa scabra, and S. eremophila, together with the ubiquitous introduced grasses 
Brisa maxima, B. minor, Bromus maximus, Aira coryophyllea, and Pestuca 
bromides. Along with these are Dichopogon strtcius, Burchardia umbellata, 
Anguillaria dioica, and, less often, Bulbine bulbosa. The most abundant 
dicotyledons here are Scaevola microcarpa, Brunonia australis, Leptorrhynchus 
squamatus, Halorrhagis tetragyna, and others. The low undershrubs Hibbertia 
acicularis, H. sericea, Pimelea glauca, and Astroloma humifusa occur scattered 
through and are most frequent in the driest spots. In early Summer Pbweria 
australctsica, Sebaea ovata, and some other annuals are abundant. 

On rather level ground and fiats where the soil is saturated through much 
of the Winter there occurs a flora in which geophytes take a considerable share 
along with, in Spring, a number of ephemerals. Here Hibbertia sericea and 
//. stricia are generally frequent. Of the geophytes the most prominent are 
Hypoxis glabella, Chamaescilla corymbosa, Burchardia umbellata, Caesia vittata, 
Bulbine bulbosa, CcUadenia deformis, C. dilatata, C. Patersonii, Diuris peduncu- 
lala, D. lonyifolia, and other species of orchids, Drosera Whittakeri, D. peltata, 
Microserts Porsteri, and others. Two very interesting geoph3rtes here are the 
lycopods Isoetes Drummondii and Phylloglossum Drummondii, which were dis¬ 
covered in South Australia by Osborn, who first described this type of com¬ 
munity (1918). Am<mg the ephemerals noticeable forms are Hydrocotyle calli- 
carpa, Rutidosis pumilo, Qmnetia UryUlei, Stylidium calcaratum, S. despectum, 
Centrolepis aristata, C. strigosa, Brieula pwnUio, and several others. In this 
community Schoenus apogon is abundant and may locally form a turf. In the 
wettest parts occurs Polypompholyx tineUa, 
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On these wet flats the peppermint is mixed with some h. roslrata and E. 
l 0 itcoxylon, the latter in less quantity (c.f. Osborn, 1918, pi. i., fig. 1). 

A most complete contrast to this type of forest on the flats is provided by 
that developed where ironstone is present, 'i'he ironstone here forms a “pan”- 
Hke layer in the soil and causes a change to a shrubby xerophytic flora in which 
tjw followinp' are prominent: Leptospermum scoparium, L. myrsinoides, 
lAssa^ht stngosa, Astroloma humifusa, Hibbertia sericea, H. acicularis, Olearia 
MmEppfai and others. Acacia pycnantha is usually present. When ironstcme 
rode w present B. hucosylon and the type of forest described earlier occurs. 

On the lower slopes and on the upper limits of the plains the forests of 
Bt odvfoia have been so modified that the ground flora is composed now wholly 
of inttoduced plants which have completely driven out the native species and 
absorbed their place. These semi-artificial communities are considered later. 
Remnants of peppermint forests occur extending on to the Adelaide plains, which, 
probably, were originally covered with open “savannah forests” of this tree. At 
present the native undergrowth has wholly disappeared and has been replaced 
oy weeds and aliens. In some relics of the forest that still exist near the sea, 
trees of Melaleuca parviflora are present and Cladium junceutn may be abundant 
on the ground. 

E. odorata forests form a roughly-marked zone at the foot of the ranges, 
while E. leucoxylon forms a zone higher up The line of junction of the two is 
often quite sharp. The differentiating factors, which are considered more fully 
later, appear to be partly edaphic and partly climatic. On the Mount Lofty 
Ranges the climatic zones are so close together and so narrow that the influence 
of each is somewhat obscured. However, on the hills 50 to 100 miles north 
of Adelaide the climatic differentiation of the two becomes much more clear. 
There £. leucoxylon forests are confined to the larger lulls with a rainfall of 
22-25 inches or more, while E. odorata clothes the foot-hills and wide valleys 
which receive less rain. 

6. Red Gum (Eucalyptus rostkata) Forests. 

The red gum, E. rostrata, is one of the most widely-distributed species of 
Eucalyptus in Australia, and also one with very marked characteristics of habitat. 
It occurs on diverse types of soil, but in all cases in situations where a consider¬ 
able supply of underground water is present for the roots. It is es.sentially a 
riverside and valley bottom tree. In the area under consideration at present, it 
occurs by rivers and creeks where a moi.st soil is provided (pi. xviii., fig. 1) and 
also on flats where water is retained. In the last case quite considerable areas 
of forest may occur, whereas in the former the red gum grows rather as a fringe 
along the river or stream. On all the soils described, wherever a broad-bottomed 
valley or a flat with permanent, or relatively permanent, ground water occurs 
£. rostrata is present. Such situations are found in the flood plains of streams, 
the upjE«r parts of valleys with slight fall, and the collecting grounds of streams! 
The soil varies considerably but is typically deep and with a fair proportion of 
fine-grained constituents. Gravel, however, may be abundant. 

E. rostrata becomes a large tree with a spreading habit, and, like so many 
otlier members of the genus, is very intolerant of shade. It forms open forests, but, 
owing to its extremely ready regeneration from seed, a good cover is produced! 
In untouched forests, wherever a gap occurs, groves of seedlings and small trees 
appear and form quite dense groves of young trees. E. rostrata occurs, as a 
me, qmte pure. Undertrees are not abundant; Acacia melanoxylon is present 
# only m small amount, Banksia marginata is very local. Shrubs arc also 
tew both m number and in variety of individuals; Leptospermum scoparium is 
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not infrequent but scattered; Bursaria spinosa, Dodonaea viscosa, Acacia 
rettnodes, and others occur locally. The undergrowth is for the most part 
herbaceous or of small plants. Along stream channels, or in depressions where 
most water is present, large herbs may grow abundantly, as: Jmcus paUidas, 
J. pohanthemos, J. pauciflorus, Carex tereticaulis, Gahnia pstttacorum, with 
Patersonia longiscafa in the wettest spots. Other plants are Goodenia ovata, 
G ampUxans, Acacia spinescens, A. verticillata, and others. Vtllarsia reniformis 
occurs in ditches and pools. 

The main ground cover consists of small herbaceous plants with many 
geophytes and ephemerals. The flora, in fact, is very like that mentioned in the 
E. odorata forests on flats. Such plants as Isoetes Drummondit, Chamaescilla 
rorymbosa, Dichopogon strictus, Schoenus apogon, Drosera Whtttaken, D. 
aunculata, and Hypoxis glabella may be abundant. Locally Carex Gaudichauduxna 
may form a turf. In those parts, where the surface soil is very dry in Summer, 
the flora scarcely dtflfers from that of the surrounding woodland Indeed, apart 
from the absence of shrubs, such as Acacia pycnantha and otheis, very little 
change occurs in passing from a forest of E. leucoxylon, or of E odorata, to 
one of E. rostrata by a creek till the creek itself is reached The number of 
ephemerals increases and a few moisture-loving plants appear, but many of those 
generally inhabiting drier situations pensist. The reason for this rather slight 
change of flora lies in the fact that the surface layers in which the ground plants 
are rooted becomes parched in Summer, just as do those of soils without deeper 
water supplies. The red gum trees penetrate to the deeper water stores, conse¬ 
quently the conditions for the trees and for the herbs are very different in summer 
time. JE. rostrata, however, spreads out to some extent from these typical 
habitats This is especially the case in the rolling “savannah” country to the 
east of the ranges. 

In the more mountainous parts, where the valleys are narrower and have 
steeper sides, flat alluvial plains are not formed. E. rostrata here can hardly be 
said to form a forest; it grows along the line of the creek wherever any water¬ 
holding soil occurs. In the upper regions, where less and less soil is formed, its 
place IS taken by E rubtda or E. vtminalis. 

In the plains the same relations hold; E. rostrata forms forests by streams 
and on low-lying marshy land. In the Adelaide suburban district, where these 
situations have been much altered by settlement and forests destroyed, £. rostrata 
IS still the commonest indigenous tree. 


7. Swamps. 

Swamps in which the soil is permanently wet are local, but some good 
examples occur in the district. They occur on some river flats, in certain hill 
gulhes where water run-off is prevented, and at the head waters of streams 
nsing in the Permo-carboniferous glacial deposits. The soil in these swamps is 
not only permanently wet, but is in some cases largely or entirely built up of plant 
remains which form a black rather structureless peat. The more peaty swamps 
in the hills have had their vegetation largely or completely destroyed on account 
of the v^ue of the land for the cultivation of fruit and vegetables. There still 
remain, however, some examples which are almost untouched. 

SUt Swamps, 

The vegetation in the swatnpa varies greatly and can be correlated with 
several factors, ^ong the most striking of whk^ is the presence or absence of 
»lt m the vAea the eoB U eeKatiellr a 

witharjaaica>anerdiftiK<lthB>ii,hit«huaim.tneaani*^. 
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is the chief one (pi. xviii., fig. 3), though JE. rostrata occurs where the ground 
water is not stagnant. These trees are scattered and do not grow close enough 
to form a woodland community. The vegetation other than trees has the form 
of a dense growth 3-6 feet in height, consisting of Leptospermum scoparium with 
Acacia retinodes, A. verticillata, Viminaria denudata. The undergrowth con¬ 
tains a great variety of species, prominent among which may be mentioned: 
Palersonia longiscapa, Cladium junceum, C. tctragonum, Schoenus brcvifolius, 
Juncus planifoUus, /. paucifloras, /. holoschoenus, and Calaniagrostis quadrisefa. 
Along with these occur Ranunculus lappaceus, Microseris Forsteri, Chamacscilla 
corymbosa, Burchardia umbellata. 

Small plants including ephemerals are abundant: Drosera peliata, D. 
auriculata, D, Whittakeri, Hydrocoiyle callicarpa, Schoenus apogon, Centrolepis 
aristata, C*. strigosa. Microtis atrata, M. parvifolia. In depressions where the 
vegetation is not continuous there occur Drosera pygmaea and Stylidium 
despectum, Centrolepis strigosa especially may be very abundant. In the driest 
parts, around bushes, there occurs Bossiaea prostrata in some quantity, also 
Dilhvynia hispida, Halorrhagis tctragyna, Adiantum acihioptcum, and some 
others. Here, also, there are small plants of Hakea ulicina, Banksia marginata, 
Pimelea glauca, and some other invaders from forests. Such plants do not 
seem able to establish themselves completely and die down after reaching a 
certain quite limited size. I'hey appear to be woodland plants which attain access 
to the new habitat but find it unsuited to them. 

Some examples have been seen in which these silt swamps have been cleared 
and subsequently abandoned. In this case regeneration of the vegetation occurs 
rather quickly. At first the community is predominantly herbaceous, the most 
prominent plants being Cladium junceum, /uncus plantfolius, J. holoschoenus, 
and Patersonia longiscapa. Associated with these are most of the plants found 
in the Leptospermum swamps; Centrolepis strigosa becomes exceedingly abundant 
along with Leptorrhynchus squamaius, Carex Gaudichaudiana, and other plants 
that occur especially in the more open parts of the mature swamp. A few plants 
from drier situations penetrate at this stage; notably Themeda triandra, Poa 
caespitosa, and Kennedya prostrata. However, seedlings of Leptospermum, 
Viminaria, and Acacia verticillata soon appear and rather rapidly assert them¬ 
selves to reattain dominance over the community. 

Peat Swamps. 

As a complete contrast to the silt swamp, one with a pure peat soil will 
next be considered. Good examples are found in the depressions between the 
low ridges covered with glacial deposits in the Mount Compass region. The 
largest swamp here is that known as Square Water Hole. Ihe soil here is a 
I>eat which is quite black, rather fibrous, but with a soapy feel. The preserva¬ 
tion of structure is very poor. This peat may attain a thickness of several feet. 
The soil is saturated all through the Winter, and even in Summer is quite wet 
a few inches below the surface. In Winter, indeed, much of the surface is 
under water, only the highest portions standing out. The vegetation consists 
of a varied assemblage of plants, among which monocotyledons of rush-like 
habit predominate. The great mass of it is composed of Cladium junceum, 
Schoenus brevifoUus, Xyris operculata, and Sprengelia incarnata, with an under- 

n wth of flypolaena lateriflora, H. fasHgiata, Lcptocarpus Brownii, and Lepido- 
us drapetocoleus. In the drier, more elevated portions Lepidosperma 
exaltatum, Leptospermum scoparium, and Epacris impressa become abundant. 
This swamp provides the habitat for a number of interesting plants, among 
which mention may be made of Lycopodium laterale, L. carolinianum, Schiaaea 
fistulosa, Lindsaya linearis, Utricularia lateriflora, and Levenhookia dubia. 



A moderately complete story ol tibe buil^ding Up of surface peat in this typt 
of swamp can be made out. Starting from hollows that are bate peat and under 
water all Winter, we can trace the development to the driest parts where 
Leptos^ermum scoparium flourishes. The first plants to appear on the bare peat 
are Microtis atrataj Lev^nhookia dubia, Utricworia lateriflora, and Selaginella 
Preissiana. These plants, however, take no part in peat building. They flourish 
on the very wet bare portions. The pioneer in building up of peat is Chorisandra 
cnodis, which fixes and raises the surface. After a time Chorisandra becomes 
mixed with and finally suppressed by Cladium junceum. As soon as a more 
solid surface is formed other plants appear. Among the first are Hypolaena 
lateriflora, H. fastigiata, Leptocarpus, and Lepidobolus, with Lycopodium latcrale 
and Sprengelia incamata. Lycopodium carolinianum flourishes best when the 
peat building is rather slow. As the surface becomes raised Sprengelia becomes 
more and more abundant and approaches dominance in association with Xyris 
operculata and Epacris, while the Restionaceae become more or less suppressed. 
These plants in turn gradually give way to Leptospermum scoparium, which is 
associated with Lepidosperma exaltatum. 

By the drainage channels the succession is somewhat different. Patersonia 
and Lepidosperma spp. commence except in very large channels where Phragmiies 
is present. These are followed by Cladium tetragonum with tufts of Cahnia 
psittacorum, which are in turn ousted by Leptospermum scoparium, with Acacia 
retinodes and Viminaria denudata. The successions outlined here are the general 
sequence, but frequent local variations and modifications occur which cannot be 
detailed here. 

Round the margins of the swamps the peal is thinner, it become^ 
much drier in summer, and is more mixed with mineral matter. The 
vegetation, too, is considerably changed as compared with the central parts; 
Sprengelia is much less abundant, as also are the pteridophytes. Hypolaena 
fashgiatA becomes very prominent, far more so than H. lateriflora, and is asso¬ 
ciated with Epacris, Cladium glomeratum, and, locally, large quantities of Lepio- 
carpus Brownii, 

Peaty-silt Swamps at Gully Heads. 

The swamps that occur at or near the heads of some of the gullies in the 
hills aie in some ways intermediate between the two types described above. The 
soil is a black peat which, however, contains a considerable mixture of rather 
fine inorganic silt. This peat is quite structrelcss and without the fibrous 
character of the pure peats. The soil here is less wet than that of the pure 
peats—even in Winter the surface is not submerged; on the other hand, in 
Summer, more water is retained than in the silt swamp soils. 

Trees are absent here from the swamp proper, though E. rubida, and occa¬ 
sionally E. viminalis, occur round the margins. The main vegetation is com¬ 
posed of Leptospermum scoparium with Acacia retinodes along channels. 
Sprengelia incarnata occurs abundantly, for the most part between the bushes 
of Leptospermum. The undergrowth consists of a variety of herbs, generally 
of small size, amongst which Hypolaena lateriflora, Cladium tetragonum, Schoenus 
apogon, Centrolcpis strigosa, Drosera binata, and Halorrhagis parviflora are 
abundant. Other noticeable plants are Vtricularia dichotoma and Microtis 
parvifolia. l^cal large tufts of Gahnia psittacorum are present, and Cladium 
glomeratum is frequent. In the drier parts, around and beneath the bushes, 
Lindsaya linearis is very abundant. Gleichenia circinata forms great masses 
along the banks of drainage channels, when it locally excludes all other plants; 
Blechnum discolor also occurs along channels. 

Under thickets of Acacia retinodes, where the shade is rather dense, the 
ground plants are rather scattered; the most abundant are Drosera binata, 
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VUlarsia renifotmis, Gratiola peruviana, and Scirpus inundatus^ Along the 
outilow stream channel Phragmites communis is abundant^ along with Gahnia 
trifida, Leptospermum scoparium, and, locally, Viminaria denudata. 

TThe following lists of the species observed in examples of swamps of the 
three types described above will show the relationships of these and also bring 
out some of the differences between them. 


Analysis of Swamp Floras, 


In the lists below the occurrence only of the plants is recorded. No attempt 
has been made to give relative frequencies. This is done for two reasons: first, 
the lists are not of simple communities, but cover a number of stages of the 
development, and so fre(iuencics, if given, could not give a true picture of the 
vegetation; secondly, the lists are certainly far from complete. 

These lists contain those plants actually seen by us in the three localities 
specified. "J'hey are not composite lists made up from a number of different 
places:— 

List of Plants of Swamps. 

, A , B I c. 

SiU with Peat 1 Peat Soil 


Lindsaya Uncarts, Sw. 


Silt Soil. ] Smith’s Swamp, Square Water- 
Mylor I tu.'ir Mylor. hole. 

t -h 1 + 


Adiantum aethtoptcum, L. 
Blechnum discolor, Keys. 
B. capense, Schlecht. .. 
Gleichcnia circtnaia, Sw. 



Schisaca fistulosa, Labill. 
Lycopodium caroHnianum, L. 

L, lateralc, R. Br. 

Sclaginella Preisstana, Spreng. 
Themcda triandra, Forsk, 
Calamagrostis quadriseta, Spreng. . 
Danthonia pcnictlhia, F. v. M. 
Briza minor, L. . 

B. maxima, L. 

Poa caespifosa, Forst. 

Cyperus icncllus, L. f. 

C. rotundas, L. . 

Schomus axillaris, Poir. 

S. apogon, R. & S. 

S. brevifolius, R. Br. 

Scirpus setaceus, L. 

S, stellatus, C. B. C. 

S. immdabts, Poir. 

Chorizandra enodis, Nces. .. 
Cladium junceum, R. Br. .. 

C*. glomeraUm, R. Br. 

C\ tetragonum, J. M. Bl. 

Gahnia trifida, Labill. 

G. psittacorum, Labill. 
Lepidosperma exaltatum, R. Br. . 
L. semitcres, F. v. M. 

Cartx appressa, R. Br. 

C. Gauaichaudiana, Kunth. .. 
l^xptocarpus tenax, R. Br, .. 

L, Broxvnii, Hook, f. 

Hypolaena lateriflora, Benth. 

fastigiata, R. Br. 

Lepidobolus drapetocoUus, F. v. M 
Brufuta gracilis, Hieron. 

Cmtrolepis aristata. R. & S. 

C. fascicularis, Labill. 

.C sfrtggsa, R. & S. 

Xyrh opercuhta, LabiJL 













Juncus capiiatus, Weig. 

/. bufonius^ L, . 

/. pJanifolius, R. Br. 

/, holoschoenus, R. Br. 

/. pallidus, R. Br. 

/. pauciflorus, R. Br. • 

J, polyanlhemus, Buch. 

Bttrchardia umbcllata, R. Br. .. 
Chantaesciila corymbosa, F. v. M. 
Barthngia sessiliflora, F. v. M. 
HypoxAS glabella, R. Br. 

Patersonia longiscapa. Sweet. 

P. glauca, R. Br. 

Microhs pornfoha, Spreng. 

Af. atrata, Lindl. . 

Caladcma carnca, R. Br. 

Dturis paltistris, Lindl 
Casuartfui dtstyla. Vent. 

Hakea rostraia, F. v. M. 

H, ultcina, R. Br. 

Banksia marginata, Cav. 

SicUaria painsfris, Rctz. 

Ranunculus lappaceus, Sm. 
Cassytha glabella, R. Br. .. 
Drosera pygntaea, DC. 

D, binata, Labill 

D. peltate, Sm. . 

£>. auriculaia, Backh. 

D, Whittakeri, Planch. 

Acacia vertictUaia, Willd. .. 

A, retinodes, Schlccht. 

Sphacrniobium rnmineum, Sm, 

Vint maria denudata, Sm. 

Dillwynia hispida, Lindl. 

Bossiaea prostrata, R, Br. .. 
Kennedya prostrata, R. Br. .. 
Oxalis comicuhta, L. 

Hihheriia stride, R. Br. 

H. acicularis, F. y. M. 

Hypericum japonicum. Thunb. 
Vwla hederacea, Labill. 

Pimelea glauca, R. Br. 

Lythrum hyssofifoHum, L ., . 

Eucalyptus rubtda, Deane & Maid. 

E, rostrate, Schlccht. 

Leptospermum scoparium, Forst. * 

L, lantgerum, Sm. 

Melaleuca decussate, R. Br. .. 
Halorrhaqis teucrioides, A. Gray . 

H. tetragyna, R. Br. 

H. micrantha, R. Br. 

Hydrocotyle calHcadfa, Bnngt. 
Xanthosia pusilla, Btmfiie. .. 
Epecris impressa, Labill .. 
Sprengdia incernata, Sm. .. 
Villarsta renifortms, R. Br. .. ♦ 

GroHofa peruviana, L. 

Euphrasia Broumii, F. v. M, » 
Utricmlaria lateriflora, R. Br. 

U. dkhotama, I.abill 
Stylidium desPsetunL R. Br. 
Levenhonkia $ond. 

Leptorrhynchus s^matus^ Less. « 
Erechtkites hispimla, DC. .. 

B. grffuta, DC. .. 


SUt SoU. 
Mylor. 
+ 

•f* 


B. 

SUt with Ffiftt. 
Smith** Swamp, 
near Mylor. 


C. 

Peat Soil. 
Sqnaro Waters 
hole. 


+ 


-f 




-t* 
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It seems advisable to add a few notes on the above lists. The total number 
of species listed is 108, of which 53 occur in A, 59 in B, and 42 in C. Of the 
total species only 10, 9'2 per cent., are common to all three; this number is 
18'8 per cent, of the flora of A, 16‘9 per cent, of B, and 23-8 per cent, of C; 10 
species occur in A and B but not in C; 13 species, 12 per cent, of the total, occur 
in B and C but not in A—^this is 22 per cent, of B and 30’9 per cent, of C. 'J'hese 
may be regarded as being a defimtely peat-loving element of the flora. Only 
two species (Cenlrolepis aristata and Mtcrotis atrata) occur in A and C but not 
in B, and it is probable that a more prolonged search would lead to the discovery 
of these in the other type. 

A marked feature of the lists is the large number of species that are recorded 
from one only of the types; this number is more than half of total flora, 73 
species, or 67'5 per cent. Tn A there are 30 peculiar .species representing 56-6 
per cent, of its flora, or 28’7 per cent, of the whole; while B has 2C, 44 per cent, 
of its flora, or 24 per cent, of the whole. In C there are 17 species, the correspond¬ 
ing percentages being 56’6 per cent, and 15-7 per cent. 

If allowance is made for these localized species the numerical relationships 
of the types become more obvious. Of the 35 species that occur in more than 
one type, ^‘4 per cent, are common to all, 28*4 per cent, to A and B, and 
37‘4 per cent, to B and C. Only 5‘7 per cent, occur in A and C but not in B. 
These figures clearly indicate the intermediate character of B. 

The number of species in common to all three types is small, but it contains 
those plants, e.g., Cladium junceum, Patersonia longiscapa, Acacia vcrticillata, 
Viminaria denudata, and Leptospermum scoparium, that give character to the 
more highly developed stages of the vegetation. Further, the lists are based on 
three particular examples only; there is no doubt that were a more extended 
area listed it would show a larger number of common species. 

It is, perhaps, surprising that the type with the most marked habitat, C, 
the peat soil, should show the smallest flora and, still more, the smallest per¬ 
centage of peculiar species. This is to a large extent due to the complete absence 
of invaders from dry land communities in this case. In the other lists some 
such plants are included, since they occur as normal constituents of the florulas. 

8. Modifications. 

Before consideration is given to the questions of relation.ships and successions 
among the communities, something must be said about the results of man’s 
operations on the vegetation both as it exists and on regeneration. Under this 
general heading are included all such activities as felling, drainage, pasturage, 
and introduction of grazing animals and so on. Again, such things as fires, 
which have been considered already to some extent, would be included here. 
Other features to be taken into account are ringbarking of trees, which 
has in parts been carried on on a wholesale scale, and also the deliberate planting 
of trees. In any portion of the whole area here considered into which man 
has carried his activities in whatever form, a very noticeable and remarkable 
feature is the incoming of alien plants. Some of these, as has been noted, have 
^read beyond the direct range of modification and have come to occupy a 
^finite place in the jplant communities; others are more restricted. The intro¬ 
duction of grazing animals has had an especially marked effect on the vegetation, 
and when this is combined with fencing in of areas so that the action is more 
concentrated, in many cases the native flora has become almost eliminated, or 
even totally disappeared. The rapidity and completeness of this change from 
the indigenous flora to a community of alien species is very remarkable. In any 
cQiuidtration of these changes, and of the apparent ease with which the alien 
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invader overcomes the native flora, two things must be home in mind: first, that 
the Australian flora has been geographically isolated from the rest of the world 
for a very long period of time; and secondly, that, till the arrival of the white 
man, there were no gregarious, close-grazing, herbivorous animals at all. The 
native plants consequently had not been in any way subjected to the selective 
operations of competition with newly arriving plants, or, more importantly, to 
close-grazing, even on the small scale carried out by a quite wild fauna. Conse¬ 
quently the introduction of cattle, sheep, horses, and rabbits, to mention only the 
most common, has had a much more profound effect than occurs in a country 
where such animals live naturally. 

The long-continued geographical isolation, and the absence of any native 
browsing animats in a continent with a rather severe type of climate, appear to 
be important factors underlying this instability of the vegetation in the face of 
interference by man. 

Where actual destruction of the native flora has occurred, its regeneration 
is handicapped to a greater or less extent by the small amount of seed that is 
produced. This lack of full seed-production is quite a notable feature of a large 
number of the plants. The aliens, on the other hand, arc in nearly all cases 
very free-seeding plants. I’hese alien plants are a very varied assemblage, both 
in their country of origin (Black, 1909) and in their growth forms; there are 
shrubs, undershrubs, and herbs, both annual and perennial. Some of them have 
been deliberate introductions that have spread beyond control, but the majority 
are of the nature of weeds; some are decidedly obnoxious weeds, that aie dis¬ 
advantageous from the practical standi>oint. However, it is not proposed here 
to enter into any detailed account of these alien plants. 

As might be expected, the more open "savannah” forests of blue gum, 
peppermint, or red gum have provided localities more readily captured by these 
aliens than the denser covering present in the stringybark forests. This is, 
however, to a considerable extent due to the soil types and to the relative ease 
of access. The stringybark forest occupies the least responsive tyj)e of soil and 
is also developed here on the plateau region which is the least accessible. 
Gullies, moist flats, and any moist situation, even in the stringybark forests, have 
been especially captured by aliens, and few exist in the more accessible parts of 
the ranges that have not been reached by some one or more of these invaders. 
Among the most widespread of these gully and moisture plants that have come 
in are Rosa rubiginosa, Rubus fruticosus, R. diversifolius, Ulex europaeus, 
Cytisus canariensis, C. scoparius, Verbem bonnarensis, Rumex crispus, Verbas- 
cum virgatum, and others. 

Effect of Clearing Fires, etc., on Stringybark Forest. 

The stringybark forests, which occupy the least valuable soils (in many 
cases soils which are wholly unproductive for agricultural processes), have 
suffered less direct interference than the other forest types. Felling for timber 
purpo.scs has been carried on, and, on most of these ranges, really large trees 
are completely absent. E. obliqua sprouts readily from the stool and coppice 
woods are often formed when each stump produces many stems. When such 
coppice regeneration takes place and is not otherwise interfered with a very 
dense cover is produced that causes a suppression of many plants of the under¬ 
growth. This dense canopy is, however, temporary. After a time only a limited 
number of the shoots survive and the forest assumes a condition very similar 
to the untouched one. On rocky soils before this dense cover is produced, 
Themeda triandra and Lepidospertna semiteres, with sometimes Stipa scobra, may 
become exceedingly abundant for a time after felling. The usual practice after 



125 


felling is to get rid of the debris by burning, which may, and often does, produce 
marked effects on the regeneration. The stools are often killed, so that coppice 
shoots do not form, and any regeneration has to come from seeds. These 
germinate very readily, and if the fire is not repeated, the forest commences to 
regenerate quite rapidly. The undergrowth in general passes through the phases 
described earlier, though the absence of cover and the disturbance that occurs to 
the soil and plants during the felling operations often allow entrance to a number 
of aliens, especially where cultivated ground or roadways are adjacent The 
most important aliens arc Cvtisus canariensis, and in sheltered i)laccs IJlcx 
curopaeus. These may spread with such rapidity that they capture the habitat 
completely, prevent regeneration of native plants, and drive out those existing. 
These plants, especially Cytisus, may spread in this way after a fire, even when 
felling has not taken place. Rubus fraticosus and Rosa rubujinosa also spread 
freely, but not to the exclusion of all others, as do Cytisus and Ulrx. An excep¬ 
tion is provided in the case of Rubus fruticosus (pi. xx., fig. 1), when growing 
beside a watercourse or swampy patch in the stringybark area. Resides the 
shrubby plants a number of smaller plants invade after interference and lake a 
place among the native plants; examples of these are Ruvicx acctoscUa, Cirsium 
lanceolatum, Plapttacfo lanccolata, and several annual gras.ses. 

Grazing has not been carried out to a large extent in the stringybark forests 
owing to the lack of nutritive plants in their undergrowth. However, some of 
the forests at the lower levels have been grazed and changes pioduced thereby, 
liesides the prevention of tree reg<‘neration and opening up of tlu* ground cover 
by elimination of shrubs, partly by browsing and partly by trampling, a feature 
worthy of mention is the rapid and complete disappearance of Thvmcda triandra. 
This, the so-called kangaroo grass, is quite a useful fodder plant, but has very 
slight powers of regeneration after being eaten down. It is quite a common 
sight to find this grass tall and luxuriant on the outside of a grazing fence, 
while iOwside not a trace of it can be found. 

Stringybark forests, in the absence of depasturing, rather rapidly recapture 
cleared ground when this is abandoned. The forests developing on such cleared 
areas soon assume the features of the surrounding untouched parts with certain 
exceptions; Xanthorrhoca scmiplana when once eliminated seems almost unable 
to return, or, at any rate, docs so at an exceedingly slow rate. One example 
may be quoted which occurred on the summit of a quartzite ridge. Here a 
portion of the forest had been cleared and used as an orchard. At the time of 
our visit this had been abandoned for twenty-four years. The once cultivated 
area was entirely covered with forest and was only distinguished from the sur¬ 
rounding untouched parts by the small size of the trees and a complete absence 
of Xanthorrhoea, Epacris impressa and Pultcnaea daphnoides were present in 
rather less quantity. Very few aliens had survived, and none in any quantity. 

Not inconsiderable portions of ground that was at one time occupied by 
stringybark forests have been cleared and planted with pines. Pinus insignis, 
and to a less extent P. maritima, have been used. Both these plants, and especi¬ 
ally the latter, are spreading by seed to some extent into the forests. But in the 
absence of fires they do not seem able to defeat the natural vegetation. In 
some cases after a fire P, maritima is coming up in such quantity that with 
the amount of shade it casts it is ousting the natural forest. This, however, is 
rather local. 

Changes in the Open Forest Types. 

A different condition of things is seen in the case of the forests of blue gum 
and peppermint. Very few of these forests are without obvious traces of 
intertcrcnce. The open canopy and the grass-like flora have from the time of 
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the earliest settlers been indicative of pasture land and have been used as such 
to a greater or less extent. This has caused in many cases an almost total removal 
of the native flora and its replacement by aliens which are either annuals or 
plants of tufted or rosette habit that withstand pasturage. Among the most 
common and widespread are Brisa maxima, B. minor, Aira caryophyllea, Dactylis 
glomefata, Plantago lanceolata, Erythraea centaurimn, AnagalHs arvensis, A. 
caerulea. Inula graveolens, Hypochoeris radicata, H. glabra, with^lso Medicago 
dcnticulata. Trifolium angustifolium, and T. tomentosumi Verbascum virgatum 
has become almost dominant on some valley sides. Another plant that has 
become locally dominant and which is spreading rather rapidly is Hypericum 
perforatum. Where this plant is abundant it drives out all others. It resists 
fires and, as it is not touched by animals, if strong repressive measures are not 
taken it has ail the appearance of becoming a very noxious weed and one which 
will cause a rapid deterioration of land. 

Besides the herbaceous plants mentioned above some introduced shrubs are 
present in these forests. On dry rather rocky slopes Gomphocarpus arhorescens 
and Olea europaea are abundant. Lavendula Stoechas, a comparatively recent 
incomer, is spreading very fast and has formed an almost closed cover in some 
parts. Crataegus oxycantha occurs in sheltered spots and, locally, Lyctum 
campanulaceum, on the lowest slopes. Several others are occasional. 

On the rolling “savannah” country on the cast side of the hills much of the 
forest has been destroyed by ringbarking (pi. xvi., fig. 2, and pi. xix., fig. 1). 
This has occurred elsewhere, though not on a large scale, in these ranges. The 
process is carried on in order to obtain pasture land rapidly and cheaply. The 
killed trees are left standing. Ringbarking, followed by the introduction of 
stock in any quantity, completely prevents regeneration of the forest from seed¬ 
lings and causes a considerable alteration in the ground flora owing to the intro¬ 
duction and spread of grasses and rosette plants. A quite short period of time 
with this treatment is sufficient to produce an apparently stable grassland com¬ 
munity with no sign of trees. That this community is maintained by the grazing 
factor is demonstrable, however, by the fact that wherever the animals are 
excluded young trees make their appearance. For example, along railway lines 
and other enclosures young trees come up in numbers, though elsewhere there 
is no sign of them. In a few cases areas have been left untouched for some years 
and a vigorous forest has reappeared. Over most of the district studied, how¬ 
ever, the forest is being destroyed faster than it can regenerate. 

The peppermint forests, more than any other, have become altered by inter¬ 
ference. Several factors have combined for this. The forest occupied the lowest 
and most accessible parts, consequently it was the first to be attacked, "l^e 
soil holding water in winter is readily colonized by grass, and the trees, being 
small and of low timber value, have always been regarded as quite useless. 
The results have been that this type of forest has been enormously reduced in 
area, whilst, at the present day, only in the more remote and steeper portions 
has it retained anything approaching its natural flora. Much of the forest now 
has a flora composed wholly of alien plants which are largely grasses or grass-like. 
The commonest grasses are Dactylis glomerata, Bromus maximus, B. mollis, 
B. mioloides, Festuca bromoides, Cynodon dactyion, Brisa maxima, B. minor, 
Air a caryophyllea, with many others. Thsmeda triandra appears only in places 
protected from grazing. Along with the grasses occur many other plants, of 
which only a few of the most abundant can be mentioned: Inula graveolsns, 
Cryptostemma calendulacea. Calendula arvensis, Hypochoeris radHata, H, glabra, 
Plgmda^ lanceolata, ,Erythraea centauiium, Bchusm plantt^ineum, Bartsla laH- 
fofia, TrifoHtm angusttfolmm, Mediiago donHcula/a, Ojcalis cornua, Brodium 


127 


moschatum, E. botrys, Romulea rosea, /?. columnae, Sparaxis tricolor, and very 
many others. In a few portions where the forests have been left untouched for 
some time, Acacia armata has appeared in masses forming rather dense thickets. 

The red gum forests have suffered in a similar way. Much of the land 
originally occupied has been used for cultivation and the forest destroyed alto¬ 
gether. But apart from this, the moist level situations have been chosen for 
pastures. Many of the aliens of the drier forests have appeared along with 
some that are much more abundant here, e.g,, Taraxacum officinale, Trtfolium 
repens, Moenchia crccta, Juncus capitaius, ./. hufonius. Few of these woods 
are free of Rosa ruhiginosa, which spreads very rapidly. Rubus fruticosns, 
Crataegus oxyacantha, and Cytisus canariensis have also locally spread in great 
quantities. Along the creeks themselves Kantcdeschia acthiopica, Watsonia 
Meriana, and Alisma plantago have become established locally, along with others. 
Rumex crispus and Foeniculum vulgare are common on flats. 

The red gum is especially active in the recapture of its habitats, however, 
where the disturbing factors are removed. 1 hen thick groves of seedling trees 
appear, and in their early years grow with rapidity whether in a once pastured 
forest, a cleared area, or even on derelict aiable land. Some iiileiesting and 
instructive examples of thi.s regeneration occur on these hills. One case may 
be noted here. I'he land 30-40 years ago w^as cultivated for wheat, but has since 
been abandoned, and at present is occupied by a dense forest of young red gums. 
The surface still bears a distinct impress of the furrow lines (pi xx., fig. 2). 
None of the other forests are able to regenerate so quickly and completely. In 
the case of blue gum tlie recolonization is rather slow, and on the sloiies the 
young trees often appear in groups not infrequently associated with Casuarina 
stricta. Indeed, where blue gum and red gum habitats adjoin, the latter on 
recolonization appears to spread out and occupy part of the habitat of the 
former. Part, at any rate, of the spread of E. rostraia beyond the valley limits 
in the savannah country seems attributable to this much more vigorous seed 
regeneration. Exactly the same capture of marginal habitats occurs to some 
extent with stringybark, which can regenerate to a certain degree at the expense 
of the blue gum. These cases of capture of habitat reijuire careful and detailed 
study and cannot be further considered at present. 

When a habitat has become occupied by large numbers of alien shrubs, e.g., 
Cytisus canariensis, Ulex europaeus, Rubus fruiicosus, etc., the regeneration of 
the light-demanding Eucalypts may be prevented altogether 

9. Relationships and Development 

The area of the Mount Lofty Ranges that has been studied covers regions 
of annual precipitation varying between 20 inches to over 40 inches. Eighty per 
cent, or more of this precipitation falls within the winter months. Thus the 
area includes several distinct climates, each of which, as we shall see, has its own 
characteristic development of vegetation. 

As a whole, the area is at present a region of geological stability; the agents 
of erosion and change are not active, and as a result the habitats are more or 
1^8 permanent and not changing. This stability is clearly indicated in the small 
amount of erosion that has taken place since the earth movements that raised up 
the very ancient rocks that make up these hills. Even in those cases when rivers 
have cut right across the main watershed ridge the valleys formed are deep 
and^ approaching their base level, and, with an almost complete absence of Uiteral 
dtainage channels, are not enlarging to any extent. The most striking gndence 
qf the geological stability, as pointed out by Howchin (1910), is afforded by the 
existence of the rather extensive glacial deposits of presumably PeryiPmcarboni- 
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ferous age. These defrasits are, in part at least, not even consolidated as rock 
and are yet still extensive. 

This habitat stability, combined with the geographic isolation of the con* 
tinent, which has prevented plant migrations and invasions, has resulted ttt nearly 
all the vegetation having continued its development to the climax permitted by 
the climate and the local habitat conditions. 

' Stringybork Formation. 

The most clearly defined vegetation unit is that of the stringybark forest 
which covers the quartzitic backbone of the ranges. This forms a homogenous 
gfroup of communities with a distinct habitat and developed in a definite climatic 
zone of 30 inches or more of rainfall, the bulk falling in the Winter. The chief 
stable community here is evidently the E. obliqtta forest. This is widespread 
and has all the features of a climax community. Is is relatively complex, ex¬ 
ceedingly stable, and, if destroyed, has veiy marked powers of regeneration. 
The forest must be regarded as an association (Qements, p. 128) made up of 
two consociations, dominated by E. obliqua and E. capiteUata, respectively. These 
two forests certainly appear to be the result of slight changes of habitat within 
the climatic zone. There is no evidence that the one can develop into the other. 
On the other hand, the positions of E. fasciculosa woods and Casuarinai scrub 
are quite different. Both appear as developmental stages in the sere thUt cul¬ 
minates in the E. obliquOrE. capiteUata forest climax. These stages are, however, 
often rendered apparently stable and fixed owing to local edaphic or physio|||^aphic 
conditions. E. fasciculosa occurs, as noted above, in situations which are liable 
to drought or when the soil is very shallow or rocky. Wherever the conditions 
are less extreme the climax forest appears. Good examples of this are very 
frequent; on narrow ridges the crest is often covered by E. fasciculosa, while 
the slopes have E. obliqua. Again, in Morialta Gorge, the main slopes are 
covered by E. fasciculosa woods, but where a southerly exposure occurs there 
E. obliqua appears. E. fasciculosa represents in these cases the furthest stage 
that the development can reach under the local conditions, but, wherever these 
are improved, the final stage can be reached. As was pointed out earlier the 
flora, as a whole, in a pink gum forest is that of the climax stringybark, though 
without those plants that demand more moisture, shelter, humus, etc. As further 
evidence of the fact that pink gum is a developmental stage, it may be again noted 
that this tree is frequently present in large quantity where regeneration after 
destruction is taking place. 

Forests of pink gum were described as occupying the rocky outcrops from 
which the loose glacial deposits have been washed oS. Here the exposure of 
the underlying rock is relatively recent (Howchin, 1910), and the forests exist¬ 
ing may perhaps represent the furthest stage that the development has yet 
reached. 

The community of Casuarina stricta and Xanthorrhoea quadrangulata, which 
occurs on the steep, very rocky slopes, is a still earlier st^e existing when develop¬ 
ment is suspended until the soil is produced. Here, indeed, the further stages 
are indicated wherever conditions allow, e.g., on talus slopes, in gullies, etc., 
where E. fasciculosa, or even E. obliqua, are found. Again, in many forests 
on steep valley sides individuals of this community often occur scattered through 
a forest, and may be regarded as relics of an earlier phase. It is not to 
assumed, of course, that all these communities represent stages in the primary 
sere leading to the climax forest in the sense that all the forest has at one time 
passed through them. Rather is it considered that under the special odaphic 
conditions the d^elopment reaches these stages and, should the conmtions become 
favourably modified, then the climax forest will come in. 
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Exactly the same arguments apply to the scrub of Casunrina di^tvla ffere 
again* as was pointed out earlier* further development is indicated in the presence 
of groups or individuals of E. fascicuhsa or /?. capitellata. 

The position of the R. cosmophylla scrub has already been cont?idcred to 
some extent. It appears to represent a stable end point determined by the edaphic 
factors. Ix)oked at from the standpoint of general development this community, 
being a scrub forest, is less advanced than the high forest of i?. obliqna which 
occurs in exactly the .same climate. It is. perhaps, most logical to regard the 
£. cosmophylla scrub as a subclimax prevented from the normal development to 
high forest by edaphic conditions. The dwarf scrub of E, capitellata on the 
glacial deposits occupies a completely analagous position, and is again an edaphic 
subclimax. The relationship is clearer here, perhaps, because the climax forest 
appears in gullies and by streams in this region.^ 

The relations of the fore.sts of E. cUicophora to those of E, ohliqua and 
E. capitellata have been discussed earlier. There seems liUle doubt that in this 
case we are dealing- with a climax. It is one closely allied to the H. obliqua-E. 
capitellata climax, and one with very similar development. Ak suggested earlier, 
it appears to Ik" differentiated by climatic and edaphic factors. Taking all the 
evidence into consideration, we can hardly escape the conclusicm that all these 
communities belong to one formation—the stringybark formation 'I he climax 
of this is an association of K. ohliqua and E, capitellata on the one hand and a 
consociation of E. claephora on the other. All the other communities are of 
subsidiary grade, and are either developmental phases or suhclimaxes due to 
special edaphic conditions. In the gully flora of the Mouiif Lofty forests there 
is an indication of a type pf stringybark forest developed in a nioister climate. 

Savannah Woodland Formation — a. Blue Cunt Pnrcsf 

When attention is turned to the blue gum forests a very marked contrast 
is at once apparent. They differ not only in habitat, hut still more in the facies, 
structure, and flora. As mentioned, the transition is often abrupt, hut further, 
these forests occupy a different though contiguous climatic zone. While the 
stringybark fore,st does not occur where the rainfall is much less than 30 inches, 
the blue gums flourish between 25-35 inches, and even occur where the rainfall 
is as low as 20 inches. Within this zone and on the suitable soils El. Icucoxylon 
forms a climax forest. It is almost universally present here; it is a stable com- 
munity, though reproduction is often slow. Developmental stages occur, though 
they arc Icwss apparent as the characteristic tree of the climax appears at an early 
stage, E. viminalis, which i.s so frequently an associate of Icuco.vylon, occurs 
where the conditions are rather moister, and mote e.specially where the extremes 
of atmospheric dryness are less. It occurs especially in gullies. I'he pure forests 
of E. viminalis which occur locally, as described above, represent a consociation 
of moist conditions. 

The communities of varying size of Casuarina stricta which occur on rocky 
outcrops occupy an interesting position in the developmental story. If one travels 
from the Mount Lofty Ranges eastw'ards towards the “Ninety-mile Desert” one 
crosses zones of progressively decreasing rainfall. The forest is found to become 
more and more open, and finally to cUsappear and be replaced by scrub com¬ 
munities, c.g., mallee Eucalypts. The only woodlands that occur are those on 
rocky places composed of Casuarina stricta. Under rainfall conditions where 
rocky soils alone can support forest these Casuarina woods must be regarded as 
a dimast. But when the conditions arc more favourable, as in the Mount Ix>fty 
Ranges themselves, the development can continue beyond the stage of Casuarina 
woods^ which Only exists under special edaphic conditions. In the region under 
study this community must be re^rded as an edaphic subclimax. 
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Now, although the climatic zones, which here produce blue gum forests and 
stringybark forests, respectively, are so close or even identical, it seems impossible 
to regard the two as belonging to one formation. The composition, structure, 
and development of the two climax forests are so totally distinct. Evidence of the 
essential difference of the two types becomes much more apparent when con¬ 
sideration is taken of the region adjacent to the.se ranges. On the hills further 
north and on the Flinders Ranges, which have a lesser rainfall, forests of blue 
gum or of other species, with the same general structure and flora, are present, 
but not the stringybark type. To the south and cast, however, the latter type 
becomes the more prevalent. At Mount Gambier, for example, with a rainfall 
of 35-40 inches, forests of E. oblique occur at .sea level. Again, in the mountains 
of Victoria where, not only is the rainfall higher but less confined to Winter 
months, the forests approach much more closely to the stringybark type; E. 
oblique forests are present. (In the drier northern exposures of the Dandenong 
Range in Victoria, for instance, forests very much like those described do occur; 
elsewhere in the same district the type is more allied to the “gully flora” in the 
Mount Lofty area. The savannah type of forest is not present on these Victorian 
mountains. 

At Mount Lofty it would thus appear that we are dealing with the ecotone 
between two forest types. The stringybarks are approaching their limit owing 
to dryness, while the more continental blue gum forests are nearing the moister 
end of their range. At the junction region edaphic factors become more apparent 
in differentiating the two which are broadly separated climatically. The 
£. eleeophoro forest which, as has been shown, has some features in common 
with the blue gum forest, represents an extreme climatic variant of the stringy¬ 
bark formation. 

Saoennah Woodland Eormation — b. Peppermint Forest. 

The peppermint forests are allied to those of blue gum both in structure 
and in flora. These forests occur in regions of rather less rainfall, and on the 
whole with a .soil difference. This soil difference is, however, rather slight, and 
in places one or other type of forests occurs on intermediate soils. On the 
foothills above the Adelaide plains E. odorate frequently clothes northern ex¬ 
posures, and E. leucoxylon southern ones, on the .same soils and at the same 
altitude. As is the case with the fore.sts di.scussed above, so here, the two arc 
climatically determined though their zones overlap. In the neighbourhood of 
Kapunda, for example, and on the hills to the north of "the Kapunda gap,” 
E, leucoxylon forests arc confined to the main ranges, which have a rainfall of 
22 inches and upwards, while on the drier foothills E. odorata occurs. E. odorata 
also extends on to the plains, and as a mallee may reach zones with a rainfall as 
low as 12 inches. While one must thus regard both the E. odorata forests and 
those of E. leucoxylon as representing the climax types of distinct but similar 
climates, yet the resemblances and similarities in structure, flora, and behaviour 
are so marked that it does not seem advisable to treat them as Ibelonging to 
separate fomations. They belong to the same climatic type, with rather low 
rainfall, mainly occurring in Winter, but to different zones of it. At present we 
consider them as representing two subformations of what for the moment may 
be termed the .savannah woodland formation. 

Red Gum Forest, 

The red gum forests are quite distinct. They form a unit determined by 
the edaphic factor of abundant ground water, at any rate for a season. It is 
essentially a fiver and creek-side formation, and as such occurs over a very wide 
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range and in several different climates. 'J'his forest is the most widespread of 
any type in Australia, occurring, as it does, wherever the necessary habitat con¬ 
ditions are present and the rainfall is 8 inches or more. In regions of lesser 
rainfall £. fnicrothcca takes the place of £. rostrata. To tlie east of the Dividing 
Range in New South Wales the forests in these situations arc composed of the 
closely allied li. icreticornis. 

In the region under consideration the red gum forests are only small outliers. 
Jn structure they are much more clo.scly allied to the savannah forest than to the 
stringybark. This alliance is further evideiKcd in the broad zone of mixed 
forest that often occurs between red gum and blue gum. 

Stuamf^s. 

The swamps must be treated as a separate group at present with a community 
of Lcptospermiim scopariunt representing the liighest phase of their development. 
In the entire absence at present of any evidence for or against the stability of 
this conjmunity, it is unwise to state what rank this is or what its relations to 
the climatic climaxes may be. 

Vn. SUMMARY. 

'J'hrce formations arc recognized on the Mount Lofty Ranges, namely:— 

I. Strinoybark Formation with a W'inler rainfall of 30 inches or more. 

This is made up of an association of H. obliqua and E. capitcllata, 
the former (}ften, and the latter occasionally, as a pure consociation. 
'I'liere is also consociation of £. clacophora. In addition, there are 
edaphic subcliinaxes of £. cosmophylla scrub and of dwarf £. 
capitcllata scrub. Various scrub communities occur 

II. Savannah Woodland Formation, with a rainfall of lS-35 inches, 

with two subformations l^diic gum snbfomiation; (b) pepper¬ 
mint subformation, representing the welter and drier zones. 

HI. Rko CiUM Formation, a river-side forest on deep soils holding water. 

Lastly, there are swamps whose exact relations are not determined. 

I'urning to the general relationships of these formations, rather varied 
opinions have been expressed as to the type to which the forests belong. They 
have been described both as sclerophyll forests and as savannah forests (Diels, 
"J'aylor, Osborn, 1914). On this point the dominant tree alone gives very little 
indication. I'he genus Eucalyptus, with its very numerous species, has a xero- 
phytic leaf that approaches often very closely the so-called typical wSclcrophyll, but 
this type of leaf, in Australia, is possessed by trees occurring in such a variety 
of climate and habitat that it has no indicator value. It occurs here where the 
climate is essentially the sclerophyll type, also in the much more arid regions of 
the mallee country on the plains by the River Murray. Again, in the rain forests 
of Victoria, and even of Tasmania, with a wholly diflfercnt climate, the .same leaf 
t)rpe occurs on the trees (Rodway). Indeed, the leaf form of Eucalyptus cannot 
be regarded as being directly correlated with its present habitat; it seems rather 
a hereditary ancestral feature which is only capable of very slight modification 
under existing conditions, 'fhese remarks apply not only to Eucalyptus, but to 
other genera a.s well, notably to the phyllode-bearing species of Acacia, 

Consequently to arrive at a conclusion as to the type to which a community 
belongs it is necessary to take the whole flora into account. Here, as mentioned 
earlier, one is struck by the great variety of leaf form and growth habit in the 
stringybark forest. While the whole flora is xerophytic it covers a wide range 
of detail. The strin^bark forests, however, agree in most features with other 
t^dns of sclerophyll woodland. The much greater forest development is 
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striking as compared, for example, with the Cape Peninsula or Corsica. As 
compared with the Mediterranean generally the flora here is distinctly more 
xerophytic and has many fewer flat-leaved species. It also shows much less of 
the transitions to a “laurel" type in gullies, etc. 

While the stringybark forest can be treated as a true sclerophyllous forest, 
the savannah forest belongs to a quite distinct type. Both from their distribution 
and structure these forests belong to a drier type .ind more continental climate 
'I'he srierophyll is essentially an oceanic or suboccanic type, and here wc have 
it in its most continental form The savannah forest, which becomes dried up 
and dormant to a very large extent in Summer, is a stage further from the oceanic 
types. It is interesting that the forests of R rlaeophora, standing as they do 
at the climatic limit of the stringybark (sclcrophyll) fonualion. do show certain 
features of approach to the savannah forest This ts especially the case in those 
m which Lepioosperma spp. becomes more or less dominant on the ground. The 
savannah forests here show most relation perhaps to some of the woodlands of 
Argentina (Schimper, p. 457). 

Vlll. APPENDIX A. LIST tIK SPECIES AND STATISTICS. 

The following list of species contains all those plants, found by us during 
the course of our investigations, that is between July and DcciMuher, 1922 No 
attempt is made to give a complete list of the known flora No plant is recorded 
in the list of which we ourselves have not collected a specimen. 

The nomenclature adopted is that used in j M. Black’s “I'lora of .South 
Australia" so far as issued; otherwise we have followed Bentham's “Flora 
Australiensis" and Tate’s “Handbook ’’ The more recent changes necessary in 
nomenclature owing to the International Rules have been adopted with reference 
to the names used by Maiden and Betche in their “Census of New South Wales 
Plants.” The sequence of species is based on Engler’s system, which is that 
adopted by Black and by Maiden and Betche. 

The identifications have lieen checked by reference to specimens in the Tate 
Herbarium in the University of Adelaide. A number of dbubtful or critical 
plants have, further, been seen, and our identifications checked, by Mr. J. M. 
Black, to whom we would like to take this opportunity of expre.ssing our very 
sincere thanks. 

In the first column in the list are given the symbols in common use for the 
life-form class as defined by Raunkiaer. 'I'he allocation of some of the species 
tf) their class presented a certain amount of difficulty owing to lack of a full 
knowledge of the behaviour of the plants; the published descriptions in the floras 
aie frequently lacking in exact details in this connection, and a considerable 
amount of further work is necessary on this subject before a really accurate 
“Spectrum” can be obtained. The present list w'ith the life-form classification, 
though it certainly contains inaccuracies, is sufficiently complete for a limited 
ecological legion to allow of a few preliminary generalizations, 'fhough these 
are all nece.ssarily somewhat tentative, we feel justified in giving them, as so 
little vwork of this kind has so far been done in Australia. We hope that this 
attempt may stimulate others to follow, and to carry the work further and to 
more exact conclusions than we have lieen able to reach. 

'I'he results obtained by us for this flora, when compared with those we have 
already published (Adamson and Osborn) for the much more arid district of 
Ootdea, suggest that this method may be of considerable value in a discrimina¬ 
tion of the different climatic zones in a continent like Australia. 
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1. Biolo(;ical Spkctra. 


In the list 362 native plants are enumerated. In the accompanying table 
the ‘‘Biological Speclruni** is given along with the “Normal” and those of some 
other districts for comparison :— 



Total 

MM. 

M 

N 

C^h. 

H. 

(/ 

T. 

TIH 

E. 

S. 

Mount Lrdty 

.. 3h2 

2 

8 

25 

12 

24 

17 

10 

1 

(ODS 

— 

Normal^ 

. 400 

<) 

17 

20 

9 

27 

3 

13 

1 

3 

1 

MadHra fJ^owld ) 

♦ 213 


1 

14 

. 7 

34 

— 

51 

3 

— 

— 

Ooldcat 

. m 

()•'=; 

19 

23 

14 

4 

0-5 

35 

. 

( 1)4 

— 

Denmark* 

1084 

1 

3 

3 

3 

50 

11 

18 

11 

0-1 

— 

l.ongK,U.S A.t 71Q 
♦Smith. 

5 6-5 3 

fAdamsem and 

(f 

Odioni. 

33 

20 

tTaylor. 

14 

11 


— 


C'oniparing this spectrum with the normal the most marked features are 
the high figures for Geophytes and for the small woody plants, Nanophaneroi>hytes 
and Chamaephytes; these last together make 37. as compared with 2^ in the 
normal. 

The spectrum shows clearly the climatic influences when a comparison is 
made with other floras. The high percentages of Micro- and Kanophancrophytes 
and moderate Chamaephytes are indicative of dry warm conditions as contrasted 
with the high figures for llcmicryptophvles in the cool temperate climates of 
Denmark and Long Island (Smith, Fuller and l^»akke) 1'he possession of a 
seasonal rainfall is shown by the large numbe^^ of geophytes and not inconsider¬ 
able numbers of llemicryptophytes. The high figure for geophytes is an 
indicator of the Winter rains, and forms a contrast with the figures for Summer 
rain regions which have an excess of Hemicryiilophytes or of 'fherophytes. 

The relatively low percentage of annuals hcre^ further indicates a regular 
precipitation, as contrasted with the high figures in the floras of regions with 
irregular rains, as Ooldea or Madeira. 

It would bo interesting*to compare the spectrum of the Mount I^ofty area 
with that of one of the. other sclerophyll regions of the world, but none is 
available at present. 

A comparison of the “spectra” of the floras of the two main formations 
here is of interest and brings out in a striking manner the essentia! differences 
between them. 

These spectra are made up from the lists; that for string}bark forests 
includes the lists given for stringybark, box, and the dwarf scrub; the savannah 
forest list is for blue gum forests and peppermint forests, d'he following table 


gives the results 
'Potal 

MM. 

M. 

N. 

Ch 

H 

(k 

T 

HH. 

E. 

Stringybark 

.. 244 

1 

9 

34 

13 

23 

13 

4 

0*1 


Savannah 

.. 229 

1 

8 

14 

12 

20 

23 

14 

— 

<t>l-5 

Normal 

.. 400 

6 

17 

20 

9 

27 

3 

13 

1 

3 


1’ho differences are both striking and important. The stringybark shows 
a decided excess of Nanophanerophytes and an abnormally small percentage of 
Therophytes, while the savannah has a rather small number of the former 
but a large percentage of Geophytes and the normal percentage of 
Therophytes. 1'hc differences in the figures for these groups mark a 
diffcrcilt type of flora, and add a further reason for the separation of 
the two formations. The large proportion of Cieophyles and Theroj)hytes 
in the savannah suggest the flora characteristic of a climate with a less 
regular precipitation than the nanophanerophytic flora of the stringybark 
forest. This is exactly the conclusion that was reached from a consideration of 
the geographical and other evidence consider ed^ ear lier in this account. 

Ct) These percentages refer to species of Lorantkus. True epiphytes are not found in 
these districts. 
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The spectrum of the savannah forest in many of its features is intermediate 
between that of the Ooldea flora on the one hand, and that of the stringybark 
forest on the other. This is additional support for the contention that the 
savannah forest is a formation of a more Continental type of climate than the 
stringybark forest. A consideration of its spectrum leaves no doubt at all that 
this formation is in no way a sclerophyll formation. The stringybark forest, on 
the other hand, has in its spectrum all the features of that type of vegetation. 

2. ’I'abular List of Species. 

In regard to the other portions of the list, the distribution of the species is 
given under six heads, namely:—Stringybark Forest, which includes E, 
cosmophylla Scrub and the “Maquis” Scrub; Hox {E. elaeophora) Forest; the 
Dwarf Scrub of E, capitellatOj as seen at Mount Compass; Blue Gum Forests, 
which include the savannah type of woodland, and also white gum and manna 
gum woodlands; I^eppermint Forests; and, finally, Red Gum Forests. 

Occurrence only is given, not the relative frequency in each type. 

.Scrub 


Adiantum aethiopicum, L. 
Cheilanthcs ienutfohat Sw 
Ptcridium aquilinum, Kuhn. 
Blcchnum discolor. Keys. 

B, capensc, Schlecht. 

Asplenium flabcllifoliumt Cav. 
Gymnogramme leptophvlla, Desv. 
Plcurosorus ruiifolius, Fee 
Todca barbara, T, Moore 
Ophioglossum coriacium, A. Cuim. 
Phylloylossum Drummondii, Kunze 
I socles Drummondii, A. Br. 
CaUitris cupressiformis. Vent. ,. 
Typha anyusHfolia, L. .. 

Triglot hin ccntrocarpa, Hook, 

T. procera, R. Br. 

Themeda triandra, Forsk. 
Nmrachne cdopec cur aides, R. Br. 
Amphipogon strictus, R. Br. .. 

Stipa sctacea, R, Br. 

S, cremophila, Reader .. 

.V. pubcsccns, R, Br. 

S, semibarbatar R. Br. .. 

S. scabra, Lindl. 

Sporobohts indicus, R. Br. 
CalamayrasHs quadriseta, Spreng. 
Dichclachne crinita, Hook. f. .. 

D, sciurea. Hook, f. 

Danthonia carpkoides, F. v. M. 

D. peniciUata, F. v. M. 

Phraq mites communis, Trin. .. 

Poa caespitosa, Forst. 

Agropyrtim scabrum, Beauv, .. 
Cyperus tenellus, L. f . ., 

C. vaginatus, R. Br. 

C. rotundus, 1-. 

C. Gumii, Hook, f. 

Schoenus apogon, R. and S. .. 

Scirpus sctaccus, L. 

A", nodosus, Rottb. 

Cladium sunceun^ R. Br. 

C. glomeralum^ K. Br. 

C, aentum, Post .. 

Gahnia trifida, Labill. 


Life StrinRY' (Mt. Blue Pcppci Rc<l 

Form bark Dox Cmps ) Cum tniut Gum 
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G, lanigera, Benth. . 

G. psittaroruni, Labi 11. 

Lepidospernta concaimm, R. Br. 

L. laterale, R. Br. . 

L. viscidum^ R, Br. 

/-. semitcres, F. v. M. 

/.. carphoidcs, F. v. M. 

Carcx apprcssa, R. Br. .. 

C\ tcrcticaulix, F. v. M. .. 

C, Gaudichaudiam, Kunth. 

brnnculmis, R. Br. 

C. (t'ufinianaf B(H)tt. 

Leptocarpus tcnax^ R. Br. 

L, Hrownii, Hook. f. .. 

Hypolaena lateriflora, Benth. .. 

H. fastigiata, R. Br. 

Lepidoholus drapctncolcus^ F. v. M. . 
lirhula pumilio, Hieron. 

Ccntrolcpis aristata, R. and S. .. 

sirigosUt R. and S. .. 

Juucus planifolms, R. Br. 

cacspiticus, E. Mey. .. 

J. holoschocnus, Buch. .. 

J. lamprocarpxis, Ehrli. . 

7. pallidus, R. Br. 
y, polyafithemus, Buch. .. 

7. pauciflonis, R. Br. 

Ltisula campesiris, DC. .. 

Dianella lacins, R. Br. 

I), revoluta, R. Br. 

hurchardia umhcllata, K. Br. 
Anguillaria dioica, R. Br. 

Lomandra dura, Ewart .. 

langifoHa, la^bill. 

L. multiflora, J. Britten 

effusa, Ewart. 

L. micrantha, Ewart. 

L. filiformis, J. Britten. 

Thysanotus Pater son it, R. Br, ,. 

Caesia vittafa, R, Br. 

Chamaescilla corymbosa, F, v M. . 
Trirorync elatior, R. Br. 

BulHne hxdbosa. Haw. 

Arihropodium paniculatum, R. Br. . 
IHchopogon strictus, J. G. Bak. 
BartUngia sessiliflora, F. v. M. 
Xanthorrhoea quadrangulata, F. v. M 

X. stmiplana, F. v. M. 

Hypoxis glabella, R. Br, 

//. pusilla, Hook, f. 

Fatersania longiscapa. Sweet .. 
Dipodium punctatum, R. Br. .. 
Thelymitra ixigidcs, Sw. 

T, amirta, Rogera . 

T, grandiflora, Fitxg. 

T. aristata, Ltndl. . 

Microtis forrifolia, Spreng. .. 
Prasophyllum datum, R. Br. .. 

P. ftiscum, R, Br. . 

P, nigricans, R. Br. 

Corysantkes fimbriata, R. Br. .. 

C. ^ruino^a, R, Cunn. 

Acianthtts caudatus, R. Br. .. 

A. exsPrins, R. Br. 

Lyftranthus nigricans, R. Br. ,. 
firtochiius autumnaUs, R. Br. .. 


Scrub 


Kite 

Striiiffy- 

(Mt. 

Blue Pepper- 

Form. 

bark 

Box. 

Cmpa.) (^un) 

mint. 

H. 



X 



('h. 
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Ch. 

X 





Ch. 

X 





Ch. 

X 
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Ch. 

X 

X 

X 
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Ch. 

X 

X 
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Ch. 

X 



X 


C'h. 

X 





H. 




X 

X 

H. 




X 


H. 

X 





H. 



X 



H 



X 



H. 



X 



H. 

-X 


X 



H. 



X 



1\ 




X 

X 

r 

X 

X 


X 

X 

T 

X 



X 

X 

H. 

X 



X 


H 






G. 

X 



X 

X 

c; 




X 

X 

H 

\ 

X 

X 

X 

X 

H. 






H. 

X 



X 

X 

H. 




X 

X 


X 



X 

X 

G. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

G. 




X 

X 

G. 

X 

X 

X 

.X 

X 

Ch. 

X 

X 
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Lcptoceras fimbriata, Lindl. .. 
CaMctm Patersnnii, R. Br. .. 

C dihtata, R. Br. 

C’. cornea, R. Br. 

C. defortniSj R. Br. 

Glossodia major, R, Br. ,. 
Diuris pedmcufata, R. Br. 

D. patustris, Lindl. 

P, maculaia, Stn. ^ . 

I), longifolia, R. Br. 

D. palachila, Rogers 
Ftcrostylis nutans, R. Br. 

P. nana, R. Br. 

P. pcdunculata, R. Br. 

R cucullata, R. Br. 

P. rcflcxa, R. Br. 

P. z*ittaia, Lindl. .. 

Casiiarina siricta. Ait. 

C. disiyia, Vent. 

Partetaria debilis, G. Forst. .. 
Jsopogan ceratophylitis, R. Br. 
Adcnanihas tcrminalis, R. Br. .. 
Conospermum patens, Schlecht. 
Pcrsoonia jumpcrina, Labill. ., 
Grcvillea lavcndulacea, Schlecht. 
Ilakea vittata, R. Br. . 

//. rostrata, F. v. M. 

H. rugosa, K. Br. 

H. ulictna, R. Br. .. 

Banksia marginata, Cav. 

B. arnata, F. v. M. 

Exocarpus cupressiformis, Labill. 
fusanus acuminatus, R. Br. -. 
Choretrum glomeratum, R. Br, 
Loranthus exocarpi, Behr. 

L. Miquellii, Lehm. 

Trichimum eruhesccns, Moq. .. 

T. aiopeccuroideum, Lindl. 

Stcllaria palusiris, Rctz. 

S. fhccida, Hook. 

Sagina apetala, L. 

Clematis microphylla, DC. 
Ranunculus lappaccus, Sm. 

R, rivtilaris, Banks and Soland 
Cassytha glabella, R. Br. 

r. mclanika, R. Br. 

r. pubesccns, R. Br. 

Nasturtium palustre, DC, 

Cardamme hirsuia, L. .. 

C. laciniata, F. v. M. 

Droscra granduligcra, Lchm. .. 

D. Whxttakeri, Planch. 

I), pygtnaea, DC. 

D. Mcnsicsii, R, Br. .. 

D, auriculata, Rackh. 

D, peltaia, Sm. 

Tillaea verticillaris, DC. 

T. macrantha. Hook. 

Pittosporum phillyracoidcs, DC. 

Bursaria spinosa, Cav. 

Marianihus Hgnoniaceus, F. v. M.* 
Billardiera cymosa^ F, v. M. .. 
Cheiranthera Unearis, A. Cunn. 

Rubus parvifoUus, h . 

Acaena ovin^, Cum^ 

, 4* stmguiegf^, Vahl. .. m 
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Acacia sptnesccns, Benth. 

A. rupicola, F. v. M. 

A, armata, R. Br. 

A. ohliqua, Cunn. 

/I. retinodes, Schlccht. 

A, pycnantha, Benth. 

A. myrtifolia, Willd. 

A, vernicifluUf Cunn. 

A, melanoxylon, R. Br. 

A, verticillata, Wilkl. 

Gompholobium utittus, Sm. 
Sphaerolobixtm viwhieunf, Stn. 
VimtHaria denudata, Srn. 

Davirsia corymbosa, Sm, 

Z>. ulicina, Sm. 

1). brevifolia, Lindl. 

Pultenaca daphnaides, Wendl. .. 

P, acerosa, R. Br. 

P, larpiflorcns, F. v, M. 

P. peduucnlata, Hook. 

P, gravcolcns, 1’ate 
P. villifcra, Sicber 
P. villosa, Willd. 

Eutaxia ernpctrifolia, Schlecht. 
Dillwynia hispida, Lindl. 

D, ericifolia, Sm. 

D. fioribunda, Sm. 

Platylobium obtusangulum, Hook. 
Bossiaea prostrata, R. Br. 

Lotus australis, Andr. 

Indigofera australis, Willd. .. 

Icsscrtiifolia, DC*. .. 
Glvcine clandcstina, Wendl. 
Kenncdya prostrata, R. Br. 
Ilardcnbcrgia monophylla, Benth. 
Geranium pilosum, Forst. 

Erodium cygnorum, Nech 
Oralis corniculata, L. .. 

Linum marginalv, Cunn. 

Correa speciosa, Andrews 
PAeria %>crordc€a, F. v. M, 
Boronia cacrulcscens, F. v. M. 
Geijera pannfiora, Lindl 
Tetratheca ericifolia, Sm. 
Comesperma voluhilc, labill. .. 

C, calymegoj T-abill. 

Phyllanthus thymoidrs, Sicb. . 
Euphorbia Drummondii, Boiss. 
Poranthrra cricaides, Klotsch. 

P. microphylla, Rrongn. 

Amperea spartioides, Brongn. .. 
Stackhousia linarifolia^ A. Cunn, 
Dodonaea viscasa, Jacq. 

Spyridium pannfolium, F. v. M. 

S, suhachrcaium, Reiss. 

S, spatlttilaium, F, v. M. 

S. roactilifolium, Reiss. 

.V. ^^exilliferum, Reiss. 

CryPtofidra hispidtila, Reiss, .. 

C. pro pin qua, A. Cunn. 

Thomasia pctalocalyx, F. v. M. * 
Hibhertia sericea, B^nth. 

H. stricia, R. Br* 

Pf, acicularis, F. v. M. 

/f. virgata, R. Br. 

Hyperkum japonicum, 'Thunb. 
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Viola hedcracca, Labill. 

V, betonicifolia, Sm. 

Hybanthxis floribundus, F. v. M. 
Pimclca phyUcoides^ Mcissn, .. 

P. octophylla, R. Br. 

P. plaucQf R. Br. 

P. stricia, Meissn. 

P. humilis, R. Br. 

P. flam, R. Br. 

P. Hiisscycana, Tate 
Lythnwi hyssopifolium, L. 
Eucalyptus obtiqua, L’Herit. .. 
E. capitellata, Sm. 

E. Icucoxylon, F. v. M. ,. 

E, odorata, Bchr, 

E. rubida, Deane and Maid. .. 
E. clacophara, F. v. M. . 

£. viminalis, Labill. 

E. rest rat a, Schiccht. 

E. cosmophylla, F. v. M. 

P. fasciculosa, F. v. M. .. 
Leptnspermum scopanttm, Forst. 

L, lanifjcrufjt, Sm. 

P. myrsinoides, Schlecht. 
Callistcmon salignus, DC. 
Melaleuca dccussata, R. Br. 

M, parviflora, i.indl. 

Baekea diffusa, Sicb. 

Calythrix tetranona, Labill. 
Epilohium glabellum, Korst. 
Ifalorrhagis tctraqyna, Hook. f. 
//. teucrioides, DC, 

H. ceratophylla, Zahlb. 

H. heterophylla, Bronjjn. 
Hydrocotylc laxiflora, DC. 

H. hirta, R. Br. 

//. calUcarpii, 

Xanthosia pusilla, Bunge 
.V dissecia. Hook. 

Eryngium rostratum, Cav. 
Daucus brachiatus, Sieb. 
Astrnloma humifusa, Pers. 

A Sottderi, F. v. M. .. 
Lissanthc strignsa, Sm. .. 
Leucopognn virgatum, R. Br. .. 
/.. concurvum, F. v, M. 

/.. enrdifolium, Lindl. 

/.. hirtelluw, F. v. M. .. 
Acrotriche serrnlata, R. Br. .. 
A. fasciculi flora, Benfh. 

Epacris impressa, I.«abil1. 

Samohts repens, Pers. .. 

Logania linifolia, Schlecht. 

L. longifolia, R. fir. 

Sebaca ovaia, K. Hr. . 
Erythraca spicata, F. v. M. 
Villarsia reniforinis, R. Br. 
Cnnvohmlus erubcscens, Sims .. 
WUsonia rotundifolia, Hook. .. 
flab/ania eyanea, Lindl. 

Prunella indgaris, L . 

Ajuga australis, R. Br. 

Anihocercis angmtifolia, F. v. M, 

Gratiola peruinana, L. 

J'eronica Derwentiq, Andrew.s 
Euphrasia Brotmiii, F. v. M. .• 
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Polypomphol\ r tencUa, Lehm 
Planiaqo zana, R Hr 
Opcrculana zana, Hook f 
O zcabra Schlecht 
Azpirula ohqantha F v M 
Galtum uwhroKutft, Soland 
G australr DC 
Wahlcnbtrqia qroiilts, DC 
i elh\a paradox a R Br 
(loodema ample ran F v M 
(i o^ata Sm 
(t aUnfiora Schkchl 
G qiniculata, R Br 
G pmratipda Schkcht 
Scai^'ola tntirocarpa C av 
Dampura ro^matimfoha, Schlecht 
Bfunmiia au^traltz, Sm 
St\lidium t/tamimfolium Swartz 
S ialearatum R Br 
S dcipiitum, R Br 
Olearta qraudtfloj a Hook 
O tuhuh flora Bciith 
O Huem In Bcnth 
I ittadima australis A Rich 
Mitiurta leptoph\lia, DC 
I aqniophora Billardtert Cass 
Brach\come irathMarpay h v M 
B dtz if ufoha Fisch and Mey 
SuqcKbeekia oneniatt^ I 
I la^'eria audfolauca Hook f 
( alula coronopifoha L 
r auKtralt^ Hook f 
hoetifpsii (jramimfohay lurez 
C aloci phalu^ Broumt F ^ M 
(ra^prdta Rtchia Cass 
Ruftdo^is pumtio, Binth 
Leptorrh\nehu<i zquamalu^ Less 
Hclichryzum Bax tin \ C min 
// scarptOldi v LabiU 
If luetdum, Ilenck 
H Blandou ^kuittuvt Stretr 
H aptmlahm, DC 
If semtpappOKum DC 
ffehpterum cnquum F v M 
Gnaphaltum japontntm, Ihunb 
Ixodia achilleoxdcs R Br 
Brechthiicz arquia^ DC 
E quadridentata, DC 
E htsptdula, DC 
Senreto lauiuSy Soland 
S hvpoleucus, Bcnth 
5* brackvqlossnsy F v M 
Cvmbanotui lazviimianu^ (jaud 
Aitcrozerts rorshrty Hook f 
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IX—APPENDIX B LIST OF INTRODUCED PLANTS 


The following list gives the commoner mtiocluced plants which meur as 
constituents of the flora of the foiest communities Weeds of roadsides and of 
cultivated land that do not enter the woods, and planted oiiumental species, aie 
not included 

The list makes no attempt at completion, but gives only those plants of mott 
general occurrence 
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The distribution is noted in five columns; four of these are the main forest 
types:—A, Stringybark; B, Blue Gum; Peppermint; 1), Red (Jum, The 
fifth column, E, contains those plants which are confined to creek-sidcs or to 
very wet spots. Where occurrence is confined to this column a general dis¬ 
tribution in wet places is meant:— 


List of^Commoner Introduced Plants, 



A. 

B. 

c. 

1). 

Pinus halepcmis, Mill. 

. . 


X 


P. marihfna, Poir. 

• • X 

X 



P. insi<jnis, Dougl. 

. . X 




Aponogeton distachyus, Thunb. 

X 




Alisma plantago, L. 

X 




Phalaris minor, Retz. 


X 

X 

X 

Anthoxanthum odor alum, L 

. . X 

X 

X 

X 

Phleum pralcnsc, L. 



X 

X 

Alopccurus agresiis, L, 

. . 

X 

X 


Agrostis verttetUaia, Vill. 




X 

Arundo donax, L. 

X 



X 

Lagurus ovatus, L. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

tiolcus lamtUs^t, L. 


1 ^ 

X 

X 

Daitylis giomcrata, L. . * 

. . X 

X 

X 

X 

Aira caryophyllca, L. .. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Brusa minor, L. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

B, nuixima, L . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Koclcria cristata, Pcr.s. 

, , 

X 

X 


' A vena fatua, L. .. 



X 


A. saliva, L. 


1 

X 


Festuca rnyuros, L. ., 

, , 

X 

X 


/'. bromoidcs, Sm. 

. ♦ X 

X 

X 


F, rigtda, Kunth. . 

, , 


X 


Bromus maximns, Desf. 

. . X 

X 

X 

X 

B. mioloides, Hunib. 

. . 


X 

• 

B, tectorum, L. . 



X 


B, St cr it is, Gcr. . 

,. 

X 


X 

B. moths, L . 

. . X 

X 

X 

X 

B. arvensts, L. 

* • 1 

1 

X 

X 

Cynodon daciylon, L. .. 

. . 

X 1 

X 

X 

Ilordcum murinnm, L. 

•. 


X 


Juncus capUatus, Wetg. 

. * X 1 



X 

J. bufonixi^, L. 

.. X 


X 

X 

Zantedesefua acthio^ca, Spreijg. .. 

1 




Sparaxis tricolor, Ker. 

1 

X 

X 

X 

Romulca rosea, Eckl . 



1 X 

! 

R. parviflora, ]. Britten 

•. i 


1 ' ^ 


Moraca xerospalha, MacOwen 



1 X 

! 

tiomcna collina. Vent 

, , 

X 

X 


IVotsonia mcriana, Mill. .. . * 



1 


Salix babylonica, h . 

.. 




(Jrtua urens, L. .. .. .. 



X 


Polygonum aviculare, L . 


X 

X 


Rumex crispus, L . 

.. X 

X 

X 

X 

R (iceiosclta, L. . 

X 

X 

X 


Stirne gallica, L. 



X 

X 

Moenchia rrt eta, Gacrtn. 




X 

SiidJaria media, L. 



V 

X 

Ccrasfium vulgatum, L . 

. • X 

1 X 

1 X 

X 

Sagina apetala, h . 

• • X 

! X 

X 


Papavrr Argemone, L, 

• » 


X 

i 

Pumaria officinalis, L. 


X 

X 


Scuebiera aidyma, Pets, 



« 

I 

Potcntiila anserina, h, 



1 

1 

X 

Rubtts fnUkosus, L. 

.. X 


1 

1 

( 

R, laeii}iaius, Willd. ,. % .. 

.. n 


1 


Rasa rnbiginaio^ E. 


X 

X 

* * 

X i 


E, 


X 

X 


X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 
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CraiacgMS oxyacantha, L. 

Vlcx europaeus, L. 

Cytisus camrintsis, Steud. .. 

C, scopariiis^ Link. 

Trifolium aMgustifolium, L. ,. 

T. tomcntosum, L. 

7'. rcpeus, Riv. .. 

T. procuftibcns, I-. 

T. suhterranrum, L. .. 

Medicago maculata, Willd. .. 

M, IrthnlnidrSy Dcsr, .. 

Crrranitwt disscctufn, L. 

(r. tftollr, L. 

Erodium cicutarium, L. 

E. liotr\s, Bertol. 

/i. moschatum, V Herit. 

O. certtua, Thunb. 

Afah^a parviflora, L. .. 

Hypericum perforatum, L. .. 

Pocniculnm imlgarc. Mill. 
Anagallis arvensis, 

A. cocrulca, Lamk. 

OIca enropaca, L. 

Buddteia Afadagascanrnsts, Lam. 
Eryihracn centaurium, Per.s... 
Fifica major, L. 

Gomphocarpus arhorcsccns, R. Hr. 
Convolvulus am^ensi^, I.. 

Afyosolis arvensis. Scop. 
lAlhospermum artfcnse, L. ♦. 
Echium plantayincum, L. 

I'erhemt Ixotttarensis, L. 

I.avendnla slacchas, L. 

Teuenum hotrys, L. 

Lyciuw campanulaceum, Mcy. 
Solatium sodomacunt, L. ^ 
nigrum, L. ., 

Verbasrum virgalum. With. . 
Dartsia latifolia, Sibth. 

Flantaga lanreohita, 1^.. 

Galium aparinc, L. .. 

Scahiosa mariiima, L. 

Erigeron, linifalius, Willd. .. 
Inula gravcolnts, Desf, 

Carduus crispus, L, 

Cirstum lanrcolatum, Scop. .. 
Calendula arvensis, L, 
Cryptostemma calendularca, R. Br 
Ilypochocris glabra, L. 

//. radicata, L. , 

Taraxacum officinale, Weber 
Picris hieracioides, L. .. * 


A. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

.\ 

X 


\ 


X 

X 

X 


X 


X 


X 


X 

X 


X 

X 
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B. C. I) 



X 1 

X 

! 

X 

X 1 

X 

1 

X 

X 1 
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X 

1 

X 

X ! 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X I 

X 

! 

X 

1 

X 

X 

1 

X 

X ! 

X 

X 1 

X 

X I 

X 



E. 


X 


X 


PosTSCRi rr. 


Since the manuscript of this paper went to press the second part of the 
'‘Flora of South Australia/' by J. M. Black (Adelaide*. Government Printer, 
1924), has appeared.' This deals with the families Casuarinaceae-Euphorbiaceae. 
Certain cimnges in the nomenclature qf some common plants have been made. 
Unfortunately it is not possible to incorporate them in the text, but the more 
important are indicated below. In the body of this paper the names of 
ditotyledonous plants are, as a rule, those used in the "Flora of Extratropical 
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South Australia” (R. Tate, 1890). The following list gives the names as used 
by us together with the names as revised;— 


Drosera Mensiesii, R. Br.. becomes 1). Phnchomi, Hook. f. 

Tillaea becomes Crassula. The species T. vcrticUlaris, in the sense u.sed in 
Benthani. “Flora Australiensis.” is a composite of Crassula colorata, 
(Nees) Ostenf., and C. Sicberiana, (Schultes) Ostenf. Roth of these 
in the Mount Ixjfty Ranges, but were not distingui.shed by u.s. 

Acacia retinodes, SchlecTit, should be spelled Ac. rhetinodes. 

Eutaxia empetrifolia, Schlecht, becomes E. microphylla, (R Br ) J. M. B. 

Correa speciosa, Andr., becomes C. rttbra, Sm. 

Ceijera part'iflora, Lindl., in the sense used by 'Pate, included (/ linearifoha, 
(DC.) J. M. R. This is the species meant by us. 

Tctratheca ericifolia, Sm., in the sense used by Tate, included T. pilosa, 
l^abill. This is the* species occurring in the Mount Lofty Ranges. 


T. (;. B O. 
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KXPl-ANATION OF I^LATKS \ to XX 
Pl.ATK X. 

Fig. 1, Il:gh forest of Eucalyptus oblufua with Xauthorrhoca semiplaua, Lepldosperma 
carphoidcs, and occasional bushes of liakea rosiraia, Isopagon, Astroloma, lUbtfcrtia, etc. 
Kuitpo, Julv, P)22, 'r. G. B. O., photo. 

Fig. 2. Forest of young Eucalyptus obliqua >\ith dense shrubby undergrowth of Acacia 
myrtifolia, Fnltauca daphuoidcs, and very numerous shrubs. Mount LoU>, Dec., 1913. 
T. G. B. O., photo. 

Platf XL 

Fig. 1. Regeneration of Eucalyptus obliqua after a Ine 3-4 years previousl>, showing 
old trees shooting from dormant buds and numcrou.s seedlings. Undergrowth of Leptospermum 
myrscnoidcs and numerous .slirubs, Lepidosperma, etc. My lor, Vov., 1922. R. S. A,, photo. 

Fig. 2. Eucalyptus obliqua forest about 7-8 months after a fire, showing regeneration 
from dormant buds and abundant flowering of Xauthorrhoca semtplaua Near Mount Lofty, 
Oct., 1012. T. G. B. O., photo. 

Plate XII. 

Fig. 1, Eucalyptus obliqua regenerating about 3 years after a severe fire. Note numerous 
young trees and the abundance of Ixodia achiUoidcs in flower foreground. Near Mount Lofty, 
Jan.. 1013. T. G. B. 0., photo. 

F'‘ig. 2. Eucalyptus fasciculosa on sunny quartzitic ridge locally replacing Eucalyptus 
obliqua. Dwarf undergrowth of IHhbcrtia and Tctratheca. National Park, Belair, May, 1913. 
T. G. B. O,, photo. 

Plate XI11. 

Fig. 1. Dwarf sentb of Eucalyptus capitellata with Xanthorrhoea semiplana, Banksia 
orHafa, etc., on glacial soils. Black Swamp, May, 1914. T. G. B. O., photo. 

Fig, Z Dwarf scrub of Eucalyptus capitellata on hills and gully forest of Eucalyptus 
obliqua following stream and widening out at its head waters, where H. fasciculosa becomes 
dominant. Near Mount Compass, Oct., 1922. T. G. B. O., photo. 
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Platr XIV. 

Fig. 1. Stream-side community widening out into a swampy patch with Phra<fmites 
and Typha. The dense growth by the stream on the further side includci* Leptospermum 
lanigerum. "Right foreground and distance, Eucalyptus obliqua forest with Xanthorrhoca, 
Acacia myrtifolia, etc. Near Mount Lofty, Aug., 1922. T. (*. B. O., photo. 

Fig. 2. Eucalyptus clarophora on ridge of Pre-Cambrian rock. Near Birdwood, Nov., 
1922. R. S. A., photo. 

Platk XV, 

Fig. 1.. Eucalyptus etaeophora with undergrowth of Ltpidosperma scmitcres having the 
appearance of a tussock grass. Near Birdwood, Nov,, 1922. R. S. A., photo. 

Fig. 2. Open forest of Eucalyptus Intcoxyhn on lower slopi^s of Mount Lofty Range. 
In distance the crest of the main range is visible. Mount Lofty highent point on right ; the 
dense timbering there is Eucalyptus obliqua. Some trees of Eucalyptus i^iminahs in fore¬ 
ground and along valley hut not distinguishable from the blue gum. Near Adelaide, July, 1922. 
T. G. B. O., photo. 

Platk XVL 

Fig. 1. Eucalyptus Icucoxylon with undergrowth of young Acarta pycnantha. Clare, 
Nov., 1913. T. G. B. O., photo. 

Figi 2. Savannah forest of Eucalyptus Icucoxylon, some E. vimtttalis. The unrlergrowth 
is chiefly herbaceous, including Stipa, Uanihonia. I'he trees in the foreground have been ring- 
barked to improve the pasture. Birdwo<Kl, Nov, 1922. R. S. A., photo. 

Plate XVII. 

Fig. 1. Woodland of Eucalyptus rubida with undergrowth of Acacia pycnantha Amble- 
side, July, 1922. T. G. B. O., photo. 

Fig. 2. Woodland of Eucalyptus odorata with grassy and herbaceous undergrowth. Near 
Kapunda, Oct1917. T. G, B. O., photo. 

Plate XVIII. 

Fig. 1. Eucalyptus rostrata growing by a waterhole in Inman Valley. Victor Harbour, 
Jan., 1920. T. G. B. O., photo. 

Fig. 2. Swamp to left with Eucalyptus rubida and shrubby undergrowth, Leptospermum 
scoparium, etc To right hill slope with Eucalyptus obliqua. My lor, Nov., 1922. R, S. A., 
photo. 

Plate XIX. 

Fig. 1. Extensive area of savannah forest, chiefly Eucalyptus odorata, ringbark<^, 
trunks show white, and grazed. Photograph taken from crest of a ridge, tree to left fore¬ 
ground, Casuarina stricta, on shallow soil. Near Kapunda, Oct., 1917. *T. G. B. O., photo. 

Fig. 2, Dense growth of grasses, including Themeda and Axfcua fatua, 12 months after 
enclosing area against sheep. Hidden by grass are many tree seedlings. Foreground, this 
side of fence, grazing is allowed. Near Kapunda, Oct., 1917. T. G. B. O., photo. 

Plate XX. 

Fig 1. Impenetrable growth of Ruhus frutkosus, Cytisus canariensis, and Poeniculum 
tmlyare cm silt-swamp laud on banks of River Onkaparinga. The trees are Eucalyptus rubida. 
Mylor, Nov., 1922. S. A., |)hoto. 

Fig. 2 Natural regeneration of Eucalyptus rostrata on alluvial flat. This area was 
under cultivation 30-40 years ago; the plough marks can still be seen between the trees. Near 
Kuitpo, July, 1922. T. (i. B. Q., photo. 



145 


TH£ EXTERNAL CHARACTERS OF POUCH EMBRYOS OF MARSUPIALS. 

No. 9.--PHASCOLOMYS TASMANIENSIS. 

By Frederic Wood Jones, D.Sc., F.Z.S., 

ProfeSvSor of Anatomy in the Univer‘?ity of Adelaide. 

[Read July 17, 1924.] 

For the opportunity of examining the pouch young of the Tasmanian 
representative of the genus Fhascolomys I am indebted to Prof Thomson Flynn, 
of the University of Tasmania. 1 he R V. length of the specimen is 140 mm., 
and hair has made its appearance over the entire bod>, the hair pattern showing 
to the best possible advantage. In no outstanding feature does this young 
animal differ widely from the adult; and even much younger embryos, of other 



Fhau olomy v tosmamensu 

General cxtoiiial characters of the cmbiyo showing hair tracts 
* T\\o-thirds natural size 

members of the genus wlncli I have examined, are rcniarkalile for their uiiinKs- 
takable likeness to the mature animals. The specimen is a female and is the 
only Example of its .species available for examination 

Hair TraClsA The hair pattern over the whole of the head, body, and limbs 
is of basal simplicity; the primitive caudad and ventrad slope on the trunk, and 
the postaxial trend on the limbs, being everywhere preserved. This completely 
Uttaltered hair pattern in Phascolomys is worthy of note, since it differs so 
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entirely from the highly specialised condition present in Phascolarctus (see this 
series of papers, No. 5). Between Phascolomys and Phascolarctus there are 
some undoubted anatomical likenesses, and some authors have been, perhaps 



Fig 2 

Phascolomys tasmaniensts 
Facial vibrissac. Half natural 
sire 



Fig. 3. 

Phascolomys lasmauieusis 
Characters of the rhinarium 
Twice natural size. 


unduly, impressed by these similarities. Before the superficial likenesses between 
the two animals influence our judgment as to their near kinship, we must cer¬ 
tainly not disregard the total unlikeness of their hair pattern. 

Sensory Papillae and Pibrissae. —All the facial sets are well developed (see 
fig. 2); the papillae being large and prominent, and the vibrissae, even at this 



Fig. 4. 

Phascolomys tasmaniensis 
Characters of left auricle. 

Twice natural size. 

early stage, being coarse and stiff. There are five supraorbital vibrissae springing 
from a well-marked supraorbital papiUa situated not far behind the anterior 
(inner) canthus of the eye. Seven stout and elongated genals arise from a large 
papilla which is also situated somewhat anterior to its usual position. The 
interramal papilla is large, elongated from side to side, and gives rise to about 
a dozen vibrissae, of which there are three long and three short bristles on each 
aide. The mysticials are arranged in many (more than 6) rather ill-defined 
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rows, the individual vibrissae are long and coarse, the longest reaching well past 
the eye. The submentals arc short and curved forwards. No definite papilla 
marks their site of origin. 

Brachial Vibrissae —The ulnar carpal papilla is well developed and it gives 
rise to a couple of stout bristles No other vibrissae can be detected. 

Khinariunt. —'I'he naked areji is extensive. The skin is almost smooth, the 
granulations being very ill-defined The nostrils are slit-like and their lower 
naked margins are only slightly marked off from the hairy maxillary processes 
(see fig 3) The apex of the naked wedge-shaped rhmarium is rounded and 



Fir. 5 

Phascolomvs tasmamensts 
Palmar aspect of left manus 
Twice natural size 


Fir 6 

Phasi ofomy ^ tasmantenstx 
PIdiitai snrfaci* of left pes 
Iwice natural size. 


falls considerably short of the maxillary processes, so that the upper lip is deeply 
cleft in the middle line over the upper incisor teeth There is no median groove 
on the rhinaritini I'here arc no likenesses, save extremely superficial ones, to 
the rhinarium of Phascolarctus 

The External /iar,—Hie auricle is by no means the simple structure that 
the descriptions of Pocock would lead us to suppose To speak, as this author 
does, of ‘‘the complete or almost complete disappearance of the supratragus*’ is 
quite incorrect, and such a statement can only have arisen from the examination 
of unsatisfactory material Upon the mandibular portion of the helix there arc 
two ill-defined tragoid projections (marked x x m fig. 4). The hyoid portion of 
the antihelix is complex and folded, with a well-marked processus antihelicis 
separated from a secondary process by a deep sulcus 'I'hc sculpturing of the 
auricle is considerably diminivshed in the adult animal but if by “supratragus'' 
the upper portion pf the antihelix is meant, we can only adnut that this structure 
has by no means disappeared. 

The Manus .—The manus is relatively large and spatulate, bearing an obvious 
imprint of its adult application to the process of digpng (see fig, 5), The whole 
palmar surface is naked and coarsely granulated. The pads are distinct. Digital 
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pad 1 is fused with the thenar pad. Digital pads 2, 3, and 4 are discrete. The 
hypothenar pad is large and constitutes the bull< of the proximal portion of the 
palm. The digits are short and strong, and armed with powerful curved claws. 
The digital formula is 3 > 4 > 2 > 5 > 1, as in the adult. 

The Pes .—The pes shows an entirely naked and coarsely granulated sole, 
on which the pads are not distinctly delimited. Digit 1 is reduced to a nailless, 
fleshy knob. The syndact^ous digits 2 and 3 are especially well developed (see 
fig. ()}. 1 he claws of digits 2, 3, 4, and 5 are curved and elongated, those of the 
S 3 nadactylous digits beiiw the longest and most slender of the scries. The digital 
formula is 2*3 > 4 > 5 > 1, as in the adult. 

Pouch and Mammary Area .—The pouch is shallow at its cephalic and 
caudal ends; deepened laterally, especially behind, so as to be, at this stage. 



Pouch and nipples The anterior margin of the pouch has been 
slit, in order to open the mouth more completely. 

distinctly bilocular, llie orifice of the pouch is of a smaller diameter than the 
depth of the cavity only at the front and sides. At the posterior margin the 
skin surface of the abdomen merges gradually to the cavity of the pouch as a 
median c’evation between the two mammary areas. This median elevation, 
which partly subdivides the cavity into right and left mammary pockets, spreads 
out on the floor of the pouch cephalad to the mammary areas, and so forms a 
torus which limits the mammary pockets anteriorly. The nipples themselves are 
very large and prominent, their apices protruding into the mouth of the unopened 
pouch Each nipple is in the shape of a little cone, and from its apex a few 
short bristle hairs project. 

External Genitalia .—The tip of the genital tiibercle is practically hidden 
within the prominent margins of the cloaca. 
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SOME NEW RECORDS OP FUNGI FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

PART IIL 

TOGETHER WITH A DESCRIPTION OF TWO NEW SPECIES 

OF PUCCINIA. 

By Geoffrey Samuel, B.Sc.. 

Lecturer on Plant Pathologv, University of Adelaicje. 

[Read July 17, 1924.) 

Plates XXL and XXIL 

Further new records of parasitic fungi occurring in South Australia are 
presented in this paper. These, together with the records listed in two previous 
papers (Osborn, IvlS; Osborn and Samuel, 1922), and those to be •found in 
MacAlpine’s various books on Australian fungi, bring our knowledge of the 
parasitic fungus flora of this State up to date. A complete card index of all 
fungi recorded for the State, together wdth an index of hr)St plants, has now been 
established in the Laboratory of Plant Pathology of the Universilv, and records 
of distribution are continually being added. 

Many of the fungi recorded in the present paper were collected by Prof. T. 
G. B. Osborn, and his valuable field notes have in many instances been incor¬ 
porated in the text. Owing to his thorough collecting of fungi on his long 
journeys into the interior in connection with the ecology of the saltbush areas, 
we are gaining a much more complete knowledge of the fungi attacking plants 
of the arid regions. The aecidial stage in the life-cvcle of three different rusts, 
and two new sih*cics of rusts, have thus been contnlmted hy him, and arc now 
described for the first time. One of thc.se new rusts the author has pleasure in 
naming after him. 

It is also a pleasure to record the gift to the Laboratory of Plant Pathology 
of the University, hy Prof. J. 13. Cleland, of his herbarium of parasitic fungi 
collected in Australia. Scvetal new records for the State o[ South Australia 
were contained in this collection, and thes(* have been incorporated in the present 
paper. 

The pai)er adds sixty records to the host index of South Australia, and 
tw^enty-three of these involve fungi not hitherto recorded for the State. The 
majority of the fungi listed are plant parasite.s, most of them indigenous. The 
record of their occurrence in this State means an extension of our knowledge 
of their geographical range in .Australia. Tlictc is undoubtedly much still to 
be learnt in this direction, how^ever, for practically every excursion into the 
country yield,s some new specimen. Our knowledge of the saprophytic fungi 
which occur in South Australia, even of such easily visible forms as many bark- 
dwelling Asconiycetes, is as yet negligible. 

Attention may be called to the following new descriptions. The aecidial 
stage is described for the first time for Puccmia kochiac, Uromyccs atriplicis, 
and UroHnyces vesiculosus. The last of these is particularly interesting, as the 
accidia were only found on the cotyledons and hypocotyl of young seedlings, 
and the bearing of this on the life-history of the fungus is discussed. In each 
of these three cases the connection between the aecidia and the rusts in question 
has been assumed from the two stages having been found together on the same 
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plants. No experimental evidence of connection was attempted. The sper- 
mogonia of Pucciftia morrisom on Pelargonium australc are described. Two new 
species of Puccinia are described, one occurring on members of the genus Bassia, 
and the other on Olearia rudis, 'Fhe writer is indebted to Mr. C. C. Brittlebank, 
of the Department of Agriculture of Victoria, for comparing the two new species 
of rusts with material on related hosts in the herbarium of the Department in 
Melbourne. 

Uromyces salsolae, Reich., has not been recorded for Australia before 

Seven of the fungi listed were collected near Broken Hill, in New South 
Wales, on a trip which Prof. Osborn made in 1918, and some of them are new 
records for that State also. They are the following .—Puccinia bassiae, P. 
caloHdis, P. tasmanica, Uromyces salsolac, Uromycladtunt tepperianum, Usiilago 
comburens, Erysiphe cichoracearum. 

Following the arrangement of the previous lists, reference is given to 
Mac Alpine’s Systematic Arrangement of Australian Fungi, by the number 
assigned there, and also, where possible, to other of MacAlpine*s works, in order 
to render it easy to ascertain the range of a species in other States. 

UREDINEAE. 

Puccinia aucta. Berk, and F. v. M. Ill. On leaves, stems, and fruit- 
vessels of Lobelia anceps, L. Cape Jervis Peninsula. Jan., 1924, J. G. Wood 
Aecidia have been found on various Lobelias in the Eastern States, but teleuto- 
spores have been described only from one collection in South Australia, which 
bore no aecidia. .As these spore forms occurred (separately) on the same species 
(L. anceps), MacAlpine considered it justifiable to unite the two under the name 
Puccinia aucta. It is curious that teleutospores have again been found in South 
Australia with no aecidia. and that teleutospores have not yet been reported 
from the Eastern States where the aecidia occur. It seems just possible that 
there may be no connection between the teleutosporc rust in South Australia 
and the aecidia found on Lobelias in the Eastern States. . 

Cunningham also finds teleutospores only present in New Zealand, and 
considers that there is no connection between these and the aecidia. 

The teleutospores on the present specimen were extremely variable (fig. 1). 
'Ihree-celled teleutospores were common; the development of a small upward- 
growing process from the lower cell was frequent; two teleutospores on one 
stalk were seen in one instance; numerous types of deformation were to be 
met with on all the specimens. It is possible that the sori were infected with 
Darluca filum; this parasite was observed on the sori on a few plants, but could 
not be detected on those from which the figures of spores were drawn. 

Teleutospores brownish-yellow, average 60-70x 20-25 ft; when triseptate 
may reach a length of 100 fi. (McAlp., 1906, p. 148.) 

Puednia bassiae, n. sp. 

I. Aecidia in small clusters on the cylindrical-clavate, often woolly, leaves. 
Pseudopendia white, reflexed and laciniate at the mar^n; peridial cells oblong, 
angular, variable, densely punctate and finely striate at the margin, 24-45x22-30 ft. 
Accidiospores subglobose to polygonal, orange, 21-28 ft diam. 

II. Uredosori amphigenous, circular or elliptical, up to 1 mm. in diam., 
surrounded by the ruptured epidermis, convex, btown; uredospores subglobose 
to oval, yellowish to yellowish-brown, with numerous germ-pores (5 to 10) on 
each face, 23-36x21-25 ft, average 27 x23 ft. 

III. Telcutosori mainly on stems, variable in sire from i to 4 mm., usually 
^gregated on definite lesions and bursting the cortex, elongated, compact, black. 
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Teleutosporcs densely packed, elliptic-oblong, rounded at both ends, smooth, 
deep, chestnut-brown, slightly constricted at the septum, 32-46x20-31 /i, average 
38x23 /A. Pedicel persistent, slightly tinted, variable in length to over 100 fi, 

X. Mesospores rare. 

1., II., Ill, On Bassia paradoxa, (R. Rr.) F. v, M. Stephens Oeek, near 
Broken Hill, N.S. Wales, Aug., 1918, T. (]. B. O (fig. 2). 

IL, III. On Bassia uni flora, R. Br. Stephens Creek, Aug., 1918, T. (i. B. O. 

11., III. On Bassia dccurrens, J, M. Black. .Stephens Creek, Aug., 1918. 

11., III. On Bassia obliquicuspis, R. H. And. Silverton, N.S. Wales, Aug., 
1918, T. G. B. O. 

II, On Bassia uniflora, R. Br. Beltana, South Australia, May. 1920, 
T. G. B. O. 



Fig. 1. 

Puccinia aucta, Berk, and F. v. M. 
Teleutosporcs showing al)nt>rinalitics 
(X610) 




Fig 2. 

Pucrinia hassiae, n. sp. 
Lrcdosporcs and teleutosporcs 
(X610). 


One cannot but be struck by the resemblance of this mst to Puccinia kochiac, 
Mass,, and yet the two can always be recognised apart. The teleutosporcs of 
the rtist on Bassia are rather smaller and darker brown, and slightly more con¬ 
stricted at the septum, and the uredospores are smaller and more globular than 
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those of Puccinia kochiac. On the other hand, the form of the teleutospores is 
practically the same as in the Kochia rust, and the numerous germ-pores on the 
uredospores are a characteristic feature in both. Such resemblances would ■sug¬ 
gest that one of these rusts has arisen from the other. Although species of 
these two genera of host plants frequently grow intermixed, no specimens of 
both rusts collected in the same locality have yet been received It therefore 
seems justifiable to place the new rust on Bassia in a separate species. 

PucctNiA BHOMiNA*. Eriks. II., III. On Bromus ntaximus, L. Mylor, 
Nov., 1922. T. G B. O. (McAlp., 1906, p. 116.) 

Puccinia cacao, McAlp., II. On Kottboellia coinpressa, L. Inman 
River, Jan., 1924, J. B. C. (McAlp., 1906, p. 117.) 

Puccinia calotidis, McAlp. I, III., X. On Calotis hispidnla, F. v M. 
Stephens Creek, near Broken Hill, N.S. Wales, Aug., 1918, T. G. B. O The 
fungus was very common on its host in claypans. Also on CaloUs cymbacautha, 
F. V. M. Curnamona, Aug., 1923, T. G. B. O Both these are new host species 
for the fungus (McAlp., 1906, p. 152.) 

Puccinia cynodontis, Desm. II. On Cynodon daciylon, Pers Inman 
Valley, Jan., 1922, T. G. B. O. Uredospores all of the subglobose, nearly smooth, 
thick-walled type. (McAlp., 1906, p. 118.) 

Puccinia Dam PIERAE, Syd. I. On Damptera lanceolata, A. Cum. Halidon, 
Nov., 1918, W. J. Spafford. This is a new host species for the fungus (McAlp., 
1906, p. 146.) 

Puccinia graminis, Pers. II., III. On Lolium prrenne, L Forest 
Range, Feb , 1924, G. S. Lolium is not recorded as a host by MacAlpine, though 
known in Europe. Uredosori abundant on the green leaves, and teleutosori 
abundant on last year’s dried inflorescence stalks. Also III., on Hordeum 
murinum, L. Pinnaroo, April, 1924, G. S. (McAlp., 1906, p. 120.) 

Puccinia hypochoehidis, Oud. III. On Hypochoeris glabra, L. Pin¬ 
naroo, Nov., 1923, G. S. Common among thin wheat crops. (McAlp., 1906, 
p. 159.) 

Puccinia kochtae. Mass. I., II., III., X. On leaves and stems of 
Kochia triptera, var. erioclada, Benth. Ooldea, Aug., 1923, T. G. B. O. (fig. 3) 

The aecidial stage of this rust, which has not been described before, was 
found in abundance on patches of this new host plant just within the sandhills 
bordering the Nullarbor Plain. The uredosori and teleutosori are described by 
MacAlpine as being amphigenous, discoid, up to 1 mm. diam. in the Ooldea 
specimens a mo.st noticeable feature was the large, compact, erumpent teleutosori 
on the stems (fig. 3), up to 4 cms. in length. Small discoid sori also occurred 
on the leaves. In a specimen of this rust on Kochia villosa, kindly sent us by 
Mr C. C. Britticbank from Victoria, there are large erumpent urcdo.sori on the 
stems It seems probable that such uredosori might later become teleutosori, 
and that the Ooldea specimens, if they had been collected earlier, would have 
shown uredosori on the stems. The spore measurements of our specimens are 
slightly larger than those given by MacAlpine, but as the form of the uredospores 
and teleutospores agrees exactly there seems no justification for .separating the 
fungus as a new species. 

I. Aecidia m clusters, projecting on all sides of the cylindrical-clavate 
leaves, donated, cylindrical, up to | mm. long, with recurved, laciniate margin. 
Pseudopendia smooth, white, appearing orange in the tubular portion owing to 
the aecidiospores within; peridial cells oblong, polygonal, many almost rect¬ 
angular, thick-walled, densely punctate, with striate margins, ^-45 x23-36 /», 
average 40x27 /». Aecidiospores subglobOse to polygonal. 22-M n diam. 
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II. Uredosori aniphigenous, discoid, compact, slightly convex, surrounded 
by the ruptured epidermis, up to 2 itim. diam.. reddish-brown; uredospores 
elliptical, golden-brown, with numerous germ-pores (5 to 10) scattered over 
each face. 30-40 x 22-30 fi. 

III. Telcutosori on leaves discoid, compact, convex, up to 3 mm. diam., 
deep brown-black; on stems forming black erumpent cushions up to 3 cms. long, 
divided by strands of the ruptured cortex 'Fhe swellings caused by these 
telcutosori on the stems may attain a diameter two to three times that of the 
healthy stem, so that they may almost be described as galls. 1>leutospores densely 
packed, often intermixed with uredospores. elliptic-oblong, rounded at both ends, 
in some spores so much thickened at the apex that ihe upper cell is almost 
obliterated, smooth, chestnut-brown, scarce)} or not constricted at the septum, 



Kir. 3. 

Puccifiia kochiav, Mass, a, Accidia on leaf (xfi). 
b, Tdcutosorus on stem ( xl}) Semi-diagrammatic 


40-50 x 27-35 average 4Sx2Q Pedicel persistent, slightly tinted, variable 
in length from very short up to 100 ft. 

X. Mesospores rare. 

Also II.. on Enchylacna iomentosa, R. r>r. Port Elliot, Jan., 1919, T, G. B. O. 
Sceales Bay, West Coast, Jan., 1922, G. B. O. (McAlp., 1906, p. 176.) 

PucciNiA tout, Niels. II., III. On Holcus lanatns, L. Forest Range, 
Feb., 1924, G. S. 

Puccinia lolii, Niels., and Puccinia coromta, Cord,, are both “crown rusts,*' 
with finger-like processes from the tops of the teleutospores. In Europe 
Pn htii has its aecidial stage on Rliamnus cafliartica, and P. coronata has aecidia 
Rhamnus frangula. Grove (p. 254) says : “The two rusts occur on different 
grasses, except that both are found on the two species of Holcus. Aside from 
the dietinction of hosts they can be separated only by minute differences. When 
they occur on Hokm, therefore, the only test that could absolutely decide the 
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matter would be to await the maturation of the teleutospores, and then try 
which of the two species of Rhatnnus they would infect.” 

As P. MU has been recorded for this State before, and as P. coronata is 
not listed by MacAlpine for Australia, the present specimens are assigned to the 
former, as being the most probable. The bright orange uredosori were literally 
covering the leaves; teleutosori were beginning to be formed. (MeAlp., 1906, 
p. 123.) 

PucciNiA LONGisPORA, McAlp. II., III. On Carex gaudichaudiana, Kunth. 
Mylor. Nov., 1922, T. G. B. O. (McAlp.. 1906, p. 135.) 

Puccinia Morrisoni, McAlp. O., I., II. III., X On Pelargonium 
australe, Jacq. Port Noarlunga, May, 1924, Miss I. Davies 

All stages of this rust were found on wild Pelargonium in a deep, sheltered 
hollow in the sandhills. MacAlpine records aecidia only from one locality, the 
Murramurrangbong Ranges; he does not mention sq)ermogonia, so that the follow¬ 
ing additional notes may be given. 

Spermogonia appearing first on slightly yellowish spots (2 to 5 mm. in 
diani.) on the leaves; spermogonia minute, punctiform, clustered, orange-brown, 
becoming black, amphigenous, though often on the upper surface only, 1.30-150 n 
diam. Spermatia minute, oval, 2-3 p. Aecidia arising later in clusters beneath 
spermogonial groups, occasionally amphigenous. and intermixed with, or sur¬ 
rounding, the spermogonia. Uredosori scattered, amphigenous; in these speci¬ 
mens even more frequent on the upper than the under surface. (McAlp. 1906, 

p. 180.) 

Puccinia Osbomi, n. sp. 

I. Aecidia amphigenous, usually in clusters on slightly yellowish spots on 
the leaves; on older leaves infected tissue sometimes dries so that aecidia arc 
left seated on circular dead spots 4-8 mm. diam Pseudoperidia cup-shaped, 
scarcely projecting, with small white, fringed margin; peridial cells firmly united, 
overlapping, slightly elongated, polygonal, punctate with .striated margin, 
20-25x15-250 fi, Aecidiospores subglobose to polygonal, prange-yellow, smooth, 
14-18x13-16/4. 

III. Teleutosori frequently surrounding aecidial groups in a single circle, 
sometimes less regularly placed, intermixed; black to blackish-brown, long 
covered by epidermis, compact, round to elongated, sometimes confluent, pul- 
vinate, ca. i mm. diam. 

Teleutosjwres variable, oblong to clavate, chestnut-brown, upper cell darker 
than the lower, constricted at the septtun, smooth, 30-54x18-25 n, average 
45x22 /4; occasionally tricellular, when up to 65 fi long. Upper cell deep chestnut- 
brown, rounded, or somewhat ovate, conoid or truncate, rather variable, con¬ 
siderably thickened at the apex; lower cell lighter in colour, of lesser diameter, 
tapering at the base, or sometimes rounded, on the average alxiut the same len^h 
as the upper cell, though often relatively elongated. Pedicels persistent, hyaline 
to pale yellow, usually jt-f the length of the spore. 

X. Mesospores occasional, deep chestnut-brown, clavate, thickened at the 
apex, 35-40x 20-27 ft. 

On Olearia rudis, F. v. M, (syn. Aster exul, Lindl.), var. glabriuscula 
(fig. 4). 

Two rusts are recorded on Olearias by MacAlpine: Puccinia oleariae, McAlp. 
(II., III., X.), on 0. argophylla and Aecidiwm oleariae, McAlp. (I.), on O. 
axillaris. The present rust differs from the former in having aecidia and no 
uredospores, being of the I., III., X. ^pe, like P. saccardoi and P. tasmanica, 
in-which the teleutospores are fotmed intermixed with or surrounding the old 
aecidia, on the same mycelium. The teleutospores, moreover, bear no resemUance 
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to those of P. oleariae. It differs from the latter in that teleutospores have never 
been found to follow the aecidia in Acciditun oleariae, which is i>robably, though 
not necessarily, a ‘‘two-cycle*’ rust of which the II., III. stage has not yet been 
discovered. I.. III., X. rusts do sometimes produce aecidia after aecidia several 
times, however, so that it is possible that teleutospores may later be found inter¬ 
mixed with the aecidia of Acc. oleariae, 1'he aecidia, peridial cells and accidio- 
sporcs of the present rust, however, are all considerably smaller than those of 
Acc. oleariae, the pscudoperidium is not so strongly reflexed and laciniate, and 
the aecidia are usually in circular spots on the leaves, and not embedded in a 
woody stem as in Acc, oleariae. These considerations seem amply sufficient to 
warrant the placing of this rust in a new species. 

Two other rusts (Puccinia Atktnsonii, (1. H. Cunn., on Olcaria excorticata, 
Kuch., and Puccinia novae-zealandiac, G. li. Cunn., on Olearta Porstcrx, Hook, f.) 
have been described on Olearias by Cunningham in New Zealand, but both differ 
from the present specimens. 



Fig. 4. 

Puccinia Osbornit n, sp. a, TelciUo.sport^s ( x^lO) lu Aecidia and 
teleutosori on leaf of Olcaria rudi.^, F \ M, \ar qlahnuu'ula 
♦ (Nat. size ) 

Rusts bearing a considerable morphological resemblance to one another 
have been described on several members of the family Compositac. As examples 
may be cited Puccinia tasmanica, P. crechtites, P. vitfadincac, P. caloiidis, the 
new rust P. osborni, and perhaps P. caloccphalus and others. How far they 
may be identical could only be proved by cross-inoculation experiments. Mean¬ 
while it is a matter of convenience to name tho.se on genetically separated genera 
as different species. 

It seems quite possible that some of these rusts have had a common origin, 
and that they may now be biologically specialized towards their respective hosts; 
perhaps also the beginnings of morphological specialization could be established by 
a thorough comparative examination. It is probable that more affinity would be 
found between those occurring on the more closely related host-genera. Senccio 
and Erechthitis both fall in the sub-section Astereae-Asterinae of the Compositac; 
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is in the IntUeae-Afigianihinae. 

It may be noted also that both MacAlp^ and BritUebank remark that it is 
strange that a new rust (PueeinUt fasmanka) should have been found on an 
introduced weed (Senecio vulgaris) in Australia, and it would suggest that a 
native rust had crossed ovei^to this host. Our knowledge of such “jumps.” and 
of the degree of biological and morphological specialization which may follow 
them, is still almost negligible. 

PoccfNiA SAccAUDOi, Ludw. I,. III. On leaves and peduncles of Vellew 
paradoxa, R. Br. Belair, Oct., 1922, G. S. 

Also on leaves and stems of Scaevola wicrocarpa, Cavan. Belair, Nov., 
1912, T. G. B. O.; Mount Lofty, June, 1924, J. B. Cleland. This rust has not 
yet been recorded on the genus Scaevola, MacAlpine giving only Goodenia and 
Velleya species as hosts. It seems to be comparatively rare on this host, as it 
has only been collected twice, though occurring close to Adelaide In the first 
' specimen Darluca filum was parasitic on the accidial patches, even fruiting within 
the aecidial cups. (McAlp, 1906, p. 147.) 

PucciNiA .suBNiTENs, Diet. II On Disiuhhs spicata, (L ) Greene (syn. 
D maritima, Rafin > Hindmarsh River, Jan, 1^2.1, T G. B O ITredospores 
only present; these correspond exactly with the description given by MacAlpine 
for this species, except that the uredosori are all epiphyllous, while MacAlpine 
describes them as hypophyllous. In this connection it may be remarked that 
the sides of the leaves of Distichlis spicata curve together over the upper surface 
on drying, in.stead of over the lower, as is the case in the majority of grasses 
(McAlp., 1906, p. 131.) 


PucciNiA TASMANICA, Diet. I, IW On Senccio brachyglossus, K. v M 
Stephens Creek, near Broken Hill, N S Wales, Aug., 1918, T G. B O Ill, on 
Senecio brachyglossus, F v. M. Piniiaroo. Nov., 1923, G. S. 1 , HI . on Seiteito 
lautus, Sol. Pinnaroo, April, 1924, G. S. (McAlp., 1906, p. 163.) 

PucciNiA XANTHOSIAE, McAlp II., III., X'. On Xatithosia pusilla, Bunge. 
Mount Lofty, Mar., 1924, J B. Cleland. Uredospores somewhat smaller than 
MacAlpine’s measurements; average 31 x22 Teleutospore pedicels also longer, 
alwut 40 II. 

Uromyces atriplicis, McAlp. I„ III. On leaves, petioles, and fruit 
capsules of Atriplex vesicariutn. Haw. Coonamore, Aug., 1923, T. G. B. O. 
plate xxi., fig. 1). 

The aecidia of this rust hstve not been described before They were found 
in great abundance all over certain bushes of the above host-plant, while sur¬ 
rounding bushes showed only teleutosori. There were also teleutosori on the 
bushes bearing aecidia. The growth of the aeridia-bearing bushes was rather 
abnormal, being more sappy than that of normal bushes, having more axillary 
shoots, giving a sort of witches-broom appearance, and having many of the fruit 
capsules enlarged and deformed. Aecidia were present in about equal abundance 
a.11 over the bushes, practically every leaf being covered by them. These observa¬ 
tions would suggest that the aecidium-bearing mycelium might be perennial, 
eventually permeating the whole plant. This stage of the fungus seems to be 
rare, however. “ 

It I.S curious that uredospores were not found, but it Is possible that this 
may be a matter of the age of the spri, and that if the fungus had been collected 
some months ^rlier uredospores might have bten present. 

I. Awidia scattered fairly evenly over the whole of the under surface 

i to i mm. diam., but often smaller 
towards the edges of the leaves; at first pi^iUate> then bursting gt the apex; the 
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white pseudoperidium at first incurved, but g:radually becoming recurved and 
fimbriate with age. Peridial cells irregularly packed, polygonal, densely punctate 
and striate at the margins, 30*45x22-31 Aectdiospores orange, subglobose 
to broadly elliptical, 20-30x17^22 average 25x21 /a. 

III. Tcleutosori on plants bearing aecidia, or on plants with no aecidia, 
amphigenous, minute, compact, surrounded by the ruptured epidermis, deep 
reddish-brown, sometimes appearing almost black, up to 1 mm. diam. Teleuto- 
spores subglobose to shortly ellipsoid, finely striated longitudinally, slightly 
thickened at the apex, with prominent single apical germ-pore, dark-brown, 
22-30x20-27 fi, average 26x25 / a . (McAlp., 1906, p. 100.) 

Uromychs PnYLi.oDioRX'M, (B. and Br.) McAlp. II On phyllo<ies of 
Acacia pcntiittvrfis, Sieher. (pi. xxi., fig. 2). 1'he iiredosori surround the 
spermogonia, being seated on swollen tubercles, as in the original vSi>ecimens 
from Queensland. MacAlpine says that in Victorian 'specimens-spermogonia 
are wanting, the uredosori being scattered over the surface of the phyllode. 
(McAlp, 1906, p. 95.) 

Uromyci:s salsolae, Reich. II.. Ill. On SalsoUi kah, var strobhfera, 
Benth. Near Broken Hill, N.S. Wales, Aug., 1^18, 'f. (i B O On Salsola 
kali, L. Corona, N.S. Wales. Aug., 1921, Miss M ( ollins. Alsij at C umamona 
and Koonamorc, South Austialia. Aug., 1923, '1'. Ck B. O. 

Uredosori and teleulosori on leaves and stems, circular or elliptical, up to 
1 mm. or more in diam.. surrounded by the ruptured epidermis; the former 
brown, the latter almost black Uredospores broad oval to slightlv tapering, 
yellowish, finely echinulate, 20-30x14-18 /i, average 25x17 fx Tcleutospores 
globose to broad elliptic or clavate, usually thickened at the apex, daik Ixiy-hrown, 
smooth, on long persistent pedicels; 20-30x17-22 /a, aveiage 25x20 /a Pedicels 
pale yellow, 60-110 /a, average 90 /ia. 

This rust is not recorded by MacAlpine, and is therefore a new record for 
Australia. It is given in Sydow's Monographia IJiedtneaium as being fairly 
widely distributed in b-urope. It seems more probable that it is an indigenous 
rust here which has long been present in our arid districts, but overlooked on 
account of its inaccessibility, than that it has been introduced. 1'hc tcleutospores 
are slightly smaller and darker than those of PLuropean specimens, but these 
differences arc so small as not to warrant any separation of the present species 
from the European one. 

Uromyces vesiculosus, Wint. I., ll,. 111 . X. On Z\(jophylhim ovatum, 
Ewart. Koonamore, Aug,, 1923, T. G. B. O. (tig. 5, and pi xxi, fig- 3). 

The aecidia of this rust have not been desciibed before. "I hey were found 
only on the cotyledons and stem-bases of >oung pk'uits, which were heavily 
infected, however, with the urcdospoie and telcutospore Mage on the later leaves 
and stems. As the cotyledons drop off after a little while, this probably explains 
why the aecidia liave not been collected before. 

This mode of occurrence of the spore forms suggests that the life history of 
the fungus ia probably as follows:—The tcleutospores are the resting or “over¬ 
summering’' stage, for the host plant grows in arid regions, coming up from 
seed at the first winter rain. The tcleutospores probably germinate at the same 
time as the seeds of the host plant, infection occurring while the seedlings are 
still very young. The haploid phase of the fungus initiated thus fructifies as 
aecidia on the cotyledons or hypocotyl. the resulting aecidiospores serving to 
infect the later, leaves and stems, giving rise there to the diploid phase of the 
funp[U$ which soon produces uredosi>ores, and later tcleutospores to over-summer 
agam. This i$ an interesting life-history illustrating the tiding over of the 
unfavourable growing period of the diy summer of arid regions instead of the 
cold winter, as in most instances studied. 
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J. Aecidia on cotyledons, on hypocotyl or stem just above, or rarely on 
youngest leaves; pseudoperidia white, cup-shaped, with reflexed, fringed margin; 
when on stems projecting as almost cylindrical or narrow bell-shaped receptacles 
mm. long; peridial cells oblong to angular, finely striated, 30x45 long; 
aecidiospores subglobose to angular, orange, 20-26 ft diam. 



Fig 5. 

Vromyccs vcsiculosus, Wint. Bases of two seedlings, showing accidia (a) on cotyledons 
and hypocotyl, and uredosori (u) on small axillary shoots Scmi-diagrammatic; drawn 

from dried material (x2) 


The uredospores on the present specimens were considerably longer 
(28-42 X 15-21 ft, average 35-18 ft) than those whose measurments 
MacAlpine gives; they were also much less spiny than one is led to expect from 
his description. As the teleutosporcs, and the macroscopic appearance of 
uredosori and teleutosori in the present specimens agree with MacAlpine's 
description of Uromyces vcsiculosus, however, the above diflFerences in the 
uredospores do not seem of sufficient weight to separate the fungus from this 
species. (McAlp., 1906, p. 103.) 

Uromycladium notabile, (Ludw.) McAlp. IL On twigs of Acacia 
dealbata, Link. Aldgate, Jan., 1924, C. H. Beaumont. (McAlp,, 1906, p. 108.) 

Uromycladium teppertanum, (Sacc.) McAlp. On Acacia aneura, F. V. M. 
Near Broken Hill, N.S. Wales, Aug., 1918, T. G. B. O.; Beltana, Aug., 1921, 
J. B. Cleland; Koonamore, Aug., 1923, T. G. B. O. (pi. xxil., fig. 1). On Acacia 
bwoeam, Benth. Nunkeri, May, 1921, T. G. B. O. On Acacia decurrens, 
Willd. (cultivated). Aldgate, Mar., 1924, C. H. Beaumont. On Acacia liguiata, 
A. Cunn. Ooldea, Aug., 1922, T. G. B. O. (pi. xxil., fig. 2). On Acacia UnoPhvlla, 
W. y. FUzg. Ooldea, Aug., 1922, T. G. B. O. On Acacia obtiqua, Cunn. 
National Park, Sept., 1922, T. G. B. O. On Acacia penainervis, Sieb. 
Cowra Landing, Jan., 1922. T. G. B. O. On Acacia rigens, A. Cunn. 
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Monarto South, May, 1921, J. R. Cleland. On Acacia tetraqonophylla, F. v. M. 
Jjakes Grave; Umberumberka; Broken Hill District, N.S.W., Aug., 1918, 
T. G. R. O. Beltana, Aug,, 1921, J. B. Cleland; Kingoonya, Aug., 1923, 
T. G. R. O. (pi. xxii., fig. 3). On Acacia trincura, F. v. M. Alawoona, Dec., 
1913, J. B. Cleland. On Acacia verticillata, Willd. Myponga, Dec,, 1923, J. B. 
Cleland. 

Nine of the above are new host species. The list of hosts for this fungus is 
continually increasing in length, and now comprises about thirty different species 
of Acacia of the most diverse habit and habitat. On the one hand there are 
Acacias from moist temperate rain-forests, such as A. melauoxylon and A, 
decurrens, while, on the other, are dwarf and spiny forms from the most arid 
desert regions in Central Australia, for example A. tciracjouophylla, the “dead- 
finish bush.'' 

The type of gall produced by the fungus on these different hosts also varies 
widely. A number of types are well illustrated in MacAlpine's Rusts of y\us- 
tralia; other examples from the above host list are illustrated in the plate accom¬ 
panying this paper. The knobby galls formed on Acacia ancura, the “mulga,” 
frequently cause the gradual death of the shoot beyond the infected part, and a 
progressive diminution in size of the gall-knobs .seems to indicate the slow 
starvation of the fungus as the shoot dwindles away. On Acacia tctragonophylla 
the rcddi.sh-brown sori of the fungus burst out along the small twigs usually 
without the pronounced gall-formation characteristic of the reaction of most 
other Acacias; the infected twigs often contra.st sharply, on this account, with the 
silver-grey healthy shoots. At the same time there is often a pronounced develop¬ 
ment of small witches* brooms. 

This great range of infection of Uromycladinm icppcruinum cannot but 
raise doubts as to the physiological homogeneity of this species. Field observa¬ 
tions on the fungus only increase these doubts. For instance, at Ooldea, on 
the sandhills at the edge of the Nullarbor Plain, Acacia ligulata and Acacia 
linophylla are to be found growing together in many places. The Uromycladiuin 
galls were found affecting many bushes of A. ligulaia in a more or less definite, 
but circum.scribed, area near C)oldea Soak. In this area the A. linophylla was 
not affected, Jn the area where the galls on A. linophylla were found the A, 
ligulaia was not affected. This cannot but suggest that the fungus affecting 
one is not cross-inoculable to the other, although morphologically the two fungi 
are identical in every respect, and referred to the one species, Uromycladium 
tepperianum. Similar observations have frequently been made in the case of 
other host species growing intermixed; A, pycnaniha and A. armata furnish one 
example, out of a number that could be cited. Jt is suggested, therefore, that 
Uromycladium tepperianum may be divisible into a number of “biologic species," 
each adapted to different species, or groups of species, of Acacia. No proof has 
been advanced for this, but it is hoped to do some experiments on it later on. 
(McAlp., 1906, p, in,) 

USTILAGINEAE. 

CiNTRACTiA DISTICH LYDis, McAlo. On DisHchHs spicata, (L.) Greene (syn. 
D. maHHma, Rafin.). Ilindniarsh River, Jan., 1923, T. G. R. O. (McAlp., 
1910, p. 169.) 

SOROSRORIUM piiiULiFORMis, (Bcrk.) McAlp. On Juncus planifolius. R. Br. 
Mylor, Nov*, 1922, T. G. B. O. Also on Juncus caespiticins, Meyer. Cape 
^rvis Penins., Jan., 1924, G. S. The latter is a new host species for the fungus, 
btit is very closely allied to /. planifoUus, Sori ashy-grey from the numbers of 
colourless sterile cells among the spores. (McAlp., 1910, p. 180.) 
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Tilletta kusca, eh, and Ev On Festuca myuros, L. Pinnaroo, Nov., 

1923, G S. MacAIpine records this fungus only dn F. brontoides, and says: 
"Although the silver-grass is widely distributed, I have not met with this smut 
but HI one locality (Angustown, Victoria) ” It was only found in one patch at 
Pinnaroo. hut is not conspicuous, and might easily be overlooked (McAlp.. 
1910, p. 190.) 

Tolyposporium bursom, (Berk ) McAlp On Anthist%rta ciliala, L f. 
Inman Valley, Jan., 1922, J. B Cleland. (McAlp, 1910, p. 186.) 

Tol\po.sporium jUNCOPiiiLUM, McAlp (.hi J uncus pauaflora, R Br. Cape 
Jervis Penins, Jan , 1924, J G. Wood. (McAlp., 1910, p. 1^ ) 

UsTiLAGo BROMivoRA, (Tul ) F. v M. On Bromus untoloides, 11 R and K 
Mylor, Nov , 1922, J. B. Cleland. Crcsswell Gardens, Adelaide. Nov . 1922. G S 
(McAlp, 1910, p 150.) 

UsTitAGO coMBURENS, Ludw Destroying inflorescence of Danthonta 
penicillata, (l,abill ) F. v. M Near Broken Hill, N..S. Wales, Aug, 1918, 
T. G. B O. (McAlp., 1910, p. 153.) 

Ushlago hydropiperis, var. columcUifcra, Tul. On Folvgonum lapathi- 
fohtm. L. Near Adelaide, June, 1919, W. J Spafford (McAlp, 1910, p 156 ) 

ASCOMYCETES. 

Ehysipiie cichoracearum, D.C. On Senecto bratkvglossus, F. v M. 
Stephens Creek, near Broken Hill, Aug., 1918, T G H O (Not listed b> 
MacAIpine.) 

OiDiuM sp. On cultivated perennial Aster. Blackwood, May, 1919, W 
Summers No perithecia present, but probably referable either to B cicho- 
raccarum or to E. polygoni. 

Erysiphe GRAMINI.S, D C, On Bromus moUts, I.. Park Lands, Adelaide, 
Dec, 1923, G. S. (McAlp., 1895. No 1724 ) 

Erysiphe pouygoni, D C. On cultivated Delphmium sp. Aldgate, Feb . 

1924, C. H. Beaumont. (Not listed by MacAIpine ) 

Pleospora herbarum, (Pers.) Rab On dead portion of orange leaf, Pin¬ 
naroo, Nov., 1923, G. S. Associated with a Macrosporium and a Cladosporium. 
The effect on the leaf resembled that described for Pleospora disruptum, McAlp. 
Possibly P. herbarum established itself on the dead tissue as a saprophyte, and 
prevented the fruiting of Pleospora disruptum. A very common saprophyte, 
though not yet "recorded" for South Australia (McAlp., 1895, No. 1701 ) 

FUNGI IMPERFECTI. 

Botrytis cinerea, Pers. On Gomphocarpus arborescens, R. Br. Causing 
death of tips of young shoots. Chamliers Gully, Aug., 1922, G. S On cultivated 
Crocus sp. Causing elongated discoloured spots on the leaves. Ambleside, June, 
1924, G S (McAlp., 1895, No. 1927.) 

llErKRospoRiuM GRACiLE, (Wallr.) Sacc. Causing spots on the leaves of 
Iris germamca, L Fullarton, April, 1924, G. S. (Not listed by MacAIpine, but 
probably wherever Iris is grown.) 

Macrophoma oleae, (D.C.) Beri. and Vogl. Commpn on fallen leaves of 
Olea europea, L, var. sativa, D.C. Blackwood, June, 1924^ G.S. (Not listed by 
MacAIpine.) 

Septoria aph. Chest. On leaves of ApUtm prostratum, Labill. Noarlunn, 
May, 1924, G. S. (Not listed by MacAIpine.) 

^PTORiA URTicAE, Dcsm. and ftob. On Urtka wens, L. Horrocks Pass, 
near Port Augusta, Aug., 1922, a S. Causing so severe a leaf-spot over a large 

S tch of nettlM t^t the damage was visible at a distance of some yat^. (Not 
ted bv MacAlome.) ' 
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PHYCOMYCETES. 

Cystopus candidus, I^v. (syn. Albugo Candida , (Pers.) Pouss.). On 
Blennodia canesccns, R. Rr. Curnamona, Aug., 1923, T. G. B. O. This is an 
exceedingly common fungus on Crucifers, but its presence on a native plant in the 
arid Far North of South Australia, a district with an average rainfall of about 
7 inches, is interesting to note. There had only been 4 inches of rain in the two 
years previous to its collection. (McAlp., 1895, No. 2198.) 

Peronospora parasitica, (Pers.) de B. On Brassica napus, L. Cottonville, 
Feb., 1924, per G. Quinn. This is a very common parasite of cabbage seedlings, 
and has probably existed here for years, though not yet recorded for this State. 
(Not listed by McAlp., 1895, but recorded for Victoria in 1901 Bulletin, Cabbage 
and Cauliflower Diseases.) 

Synchytrium PAPiLLATUM, Fad. On Erodium cygnorum, Necs. Koona- 
more, Aug., 1923, T. G. B. O. (Not listed by MacAlpine, but Mr. C. C. Brittle- 
bank informs us that it has been collected on Erodium moschaium in Victoria.) 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XXL and XXII. 

Plate XXL 

Figi L Uromyces atriplicis, McAlp. Accidia covering the under surfaces of tlie leaves 
of Atripkx vesicarium. Haw. A few tclcutosori present. 

Fig. 2. Uromyccs phyllodiorum, (B. and Br.) McAlp Uredosori surrounding 
spermogonia on tubercular distorted patches on phyllodcs of Acacia penninervis, Sieber. 

Fig, 3. Urcmyces^vcsiculosus, Wint. Aecidia on stem bases, and uredosori on leaves 
of seedlingi of Zygophyllum ovatum, Ewart. 

Plate XXIl. 

Fig, 1. Uromycladium tepperiamm, (Sacc.) McAlp. Galls killing twigs of Acacia 
M0ura, F. V. M. 

Fig. 2. Uromycladium tepperianum, (Sacc.) McAlp. Fusiform galls on stems of 
Acacia ligulata, A, Cimn. 

Fig. 3. Uromycladium tepperianum, (Sacc.) McAlp. Small witches* broom on Acacia 
tfkOgt^phyUap F, v. M. Sori enipment along smaller twigs. 
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CHALCI0OIDEA AND PROCTOTRUPOIDBA PROM LORD HOWE AND 
NORFOLK ISLANDS, WITH DESCRIPTIONS OP NEW GENERA AND 

SPECIES. 

By Alan P. Dodd. 

(Read April 10. 1924.] 

Through the kindness of the South Australian Museum, the writer has 
had the opportunity of examining Micro-Hymenoptera collected on I.X)rd Howe 
and Norfolk Islands by the Museum Entomologist, Mr. A. M. I.-ea. 

The fauna of more or less isolated islands is always interesting, and the 
pre.sent collection bears out this generalisation. The Chalcidoidea show very 
close relationship to Australian forms, and mainland species are represented; 
it is rather interesting to find the striking Meiapeltna westwoodi, Girault, in the 
collection. The occurrence of such peculiar genera as Cratomus, Dalraan, 
Aplatygerrhus, Girault, and Hetreulophus, Girault, calls for remark. The 
Proctotrupotdea, however, are, on the whole, widely separated from Australian 
relations: the prevalence of wingless or aborted-winged forms is a typically 
insular characteristic. Pseudocerapkron is a noteworthy discovery, and the 
species of Baryconus, Foerster, and Hadronotus, Foerster, are of particular 
interest. 

Superfamily CHALCIDOIDEA. 

Family CHALCID^OAE. 

Chalcis, Fabr. 

The collection contains one male of a Species near C. victoria, Girault, and 
C. atrata, Kirby, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.” 

Stomatocehas, Kirby. 

There are two females labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea,” represent • 
ing di^rent species and dosely allied to the many described forms fimn Aus¬ 
tralia. Both are black, the antennae wholly black; one has the (ex<^t 
the coxae) red, with a con^icuouS black blotch at apical half of postenor fenmra 
centrally; the othd* has the abdomen at its basal half beneath rufous, the legs 
wholly dark, except the knees and tarsi. 

Family AGAONIDAE. 

Agaon, Dalman. 

A very large aeriee of females; one male, labdled “Reared from Banyan 
figs. Lord Howe Idand, A. M. Lea,” would appear to belong here. 

Family CALUMOMIDAE. 

Subfunily Idaekinas. 

Sycoeyctes, idayr. 

There is a large ^es of females, labelled ^'Reared from Banyan figs, txnrd 
Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” I am mtt awaie whith Ficus is inferred, presutnaMy 
an introduced tree.ri> Hence it seems safer not to dkscri^ the insdtt, whkm 
is wholly metaUic’green, the legs wholly ycdow, 
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Trichaulus, Mayr. 

Two females, yellow, with dusky-barred abdomens, labelled “Reared from 
Banyan figs. Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea,” can only be referred to this genus. 

Family CI.EONYMIDAE, 

APLAT^ GERRHUS, Girault. 

This genus was erected to contain a single Tasmahian species, with .1 peculiar 
antennal structure. The following species are certainly congeneric, and one 
resembles the genotype, A. magnificus, Girault. I have also three 01 four un¬ 
described forms from Queensland. 

Aplatygerrhus imperialia, n. sp. 

9. Rather dark metallic-grcen, the head, pronotum, and iiiesonotum with 
purple reflections: antennae yellow-brown, the apical joint black; legs yellow- 
brown, the tarsi paler, the posterior coxae metallic 

Head densely, rather finely reticulate, and with a spaisc pubescence; eyes 
large, pubescent; lateral ocelh one-half closer to the eyes than to the median 
ocellus; vertex moderately broad and long; viewed from in front the head is 
much wider than deep; antennal scrobes obsolete; a faint depression above 
antennal insertion. Antennae inserted much below ventral ends of eyes and 
well separated, 11-jointed, the club solid; scape rather short; pedicel somewhat 
longer than its greatest width, and longer than funicle 2; funicle somewhat 
incrassate; joint 1 very small, transverse, like a ring-joint; 2 much larger but 
somewhat wider than long, the remainder gradually increasing m sue, but all 
somewhat wider than long; apical funicle joint with a long lateral extension, or 
spinous process, that embraces the conical club. Thorax normal; sculpture 
coarser than .that of the head and thus closely reticulate-punctate, the whitish 
pubescence denser; pronotum rather short; parapsidal furrows about half com¬ 
plete from anteriorly; scutclluni simple, longer than wide; axillae rather well 
separated; propodcum smooth, shining, rather long, narrowed posteriorly, with 
a complete median carina, at base with a short foveate area that is produced 
at meson for a short distance on either side of the median carina. Forewings 
ample, normal; hyaline, marked with brown as follows: a cross-dash at rather 
more than half-way from base to the marginal vein; a rounded blotch just 
beneath base of marginal vein; a triangular area involving the stigmal vein, 
its base resting on the anterior costa, its distal margin straight, its apex half-way 
across wing and connected with a narrow extension of a long narrow stripe 
along posterior margin, this latter also connected with a rather narrow stripe 
along the distal margin of the wing; venation dusky; marginal vein rather 
long, not much shorter than the submarginal; stigmal vein very long and 
oblique, fully half as long as the marginal, the postmarginal one-half longer 
titan the stigmd. Abdomen no longer than tne head and thorax united; 
d^ntssed atove^ gently convex beneath; with a very short petiole; segment 2 
(1^ body segment) about as long as 4; 3 very short, transverse; 5 somewhat 
Ibnger than 4; 6 plainly longer thw 5; 7 hardly as long as 5; 8 shorter than 4; 
2 and 3 smooth and polished, also posterior half of 4 and 5; 6 and 7, and basal 
half of 4 and 5, wim open scaly sculpture; 2, 4, and ,5 with a toft of white 
haii*s on father side laterally; 6-8 with scattered pubescence. Legs normal; 
jposteridt coatae modexatdy long; anterior and posterior femora feebly swollen, 
ttnarmed. Length, 3*50 mm. 

female, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.” Type. I. 14545, South 
Aatumiaa Mnseum, a female on a card. 

tlse adng pldteni is very distinct from that of the genotype. 
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Aplatygerrhus regalia, n. sp. 

9. Dark metallic-green with purplish reflections; antennae yellow-brown, 
the scape yellow, the dub black; legs very pale yellow (almost white), the 
posterior coxae metallic for two-thirds of their upper surface. 

In general structure agreeing with A. imperialis. Head closely, densely 
reticulate, with a punctate tendency. Antennae inserted very slightly below 
ventral ends of eyes; scape moderately long; pedicel somewhat longer than 
funicle 2, which is somewhat wider than long; all funicle joints somewhat 
wider than long, 1 small but not very transverse. Sculpture and pubescence 
of thorax as in A. imperialis, the sculpture of the scutellum not noticeably 
finer than that of the scutum; propodeum shining, but with faint surface 
.sculpture, broader, and not as long as in A. imperialis; in both species there 
is a foveate sulcus running straight from the spiracle to the posterior margin 
and along the latter obliquely almost to the median carina, and laterad of the 
spiracle is a patch of white pubescence. Forewings lightly stained, hyaline 
beyond the stigmal vein; there is a large pyramidal, smoky-brown cross-stripe 
appended from the distal half of the stigmal vein, its apex proximad and pro¬ 
duced, its distal margin .straight. Abdomen a little longer than head and thorax 
united; apparently sessile; segment 2 as long as 4, 3 very short, 5 twice as long 
as 4, 6 hardly longer than 5, 7 distinctly shorter than 5, 8 short; 2 and 3, less 
than posterior half of 4, and posterior margin of 5, smooth and shining; rest 
of 4 and 5 and 6 (except posterior margin) densely reticulate with a punctate 
tendency; 7, 8, and posterior margin of 6, with faint sculpture and white 
pubescence. Posterior coxae with punctate reticulation; posterior femora 
rather more swollen than in A. imperialis. Length, 5‘5 mm. 

One female, labelled “On Kentia'canierburyana, Mt. Ledgbird, Lord Howe 
Island, A. M. I^a.” Type, I. 14546, South Australian Museum, the above 
female on a card. 

This species resembles A, magnificus, Girault, with cotypes of which it has 
been compared, in the unifasciate wing, but there are several important differ¬ 
ences ; A. magnificus has dark antennae, deep-coloured legs, the sculpture of the 
scutellum is very much finer than that of the scutum, and segment 3 of the 
abdomen is not much shorter than 4, while 6 is much longer than 5. 

Family ENCYRTIDAE. 

Tribe EUPRLMINI. 

Eupelmus, Dalman. 

Two specimens, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea”; the species is 
metallic-green, the legs partly metallic, the wings hyaline, the oviposital valves 
not exserted, and falls in with E. mawsoni, Girault, E. Iambi, Girault, and E. 
worcesteri, Girault. 

' Anastatus, Motschulsky. 

One female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea”; this is a species in 
which the oviposital valves are very long. I have the same, or a very similar 
form, from North Queensland. 

Metapelma westwoodi, Girault. Mem. Q’d Mus., iv., 1915, p. 28. 

One female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” This insect was 
originally described from Tweed Heads, New South Wales, and the author has 
a very long series from North Queensland; evidently it is a widefy distributed 
species. 
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Tribe APHELININI. 

Apiielinus, Dalman. 

One specimen, labelled ‘‘Norfolk Island. A. M. Lea/' is black, the abdomen 
partially yellow, the antennae and legfs wholly yellow, and is closely related to 
A, dies, Girault, A, pax, Girault, and A, nox, Girault, among the many Aus¬ 
tralian species. 

IVibe ECTROMINI. 

Anusca, Foerster. 

The following species falls both in Ashmead's (1904) and Girault’s (1915) 
tables of genera near Anusia, and is placed in that segregate for lack of a more 
suitable position. The multiple genera of the Encyrticlae have been founded 
very often on such trivial characters, many of which are highly variable, that no 
one now appears to have a thorough, or even medium, knowledge of their 
validity. 

Anusia viridiflava, n. sp. 

9. Dull orange, washed in places lightly with metallic, the scutum and 
scutellum cither concolorous or mostly metallic; abdomen dusky; nieso- and 
metapleurae fuscous; vertex and upper face bright orange; antennae black, 
the scape suffused with brown; coxae fuscous, the legs yellow-brown, the femora 
and tibiae lightly dusky. 

Head normal; vertex rather long, from dorsal aspect no more than twice 
as wide as long, the space between the eyes narrow; fron.s gently convex; viewed 
from in front the head is subcircular: eyes large, bare, converging above; 
ocelli small, the lateral pair close to the eyes, and somewhat closer to each other 
than to the frontal ocellus; surface densely, finely coriaceous, with a very few, 
fine, white hairs; mandibles not large, feebly bidentate, the inner tooth broadly 
truncate. Antennae inserted a little above the clypeus, the scrobes subcircular; 
scape long, compressed and dilated for its entire length, rather more than twice 
as long as its greatest width; pedicel normal, somewhat longer than its greatest 
width; ring joint apparently absent; flagellum subcompressed, subclavate, 
densely pubescent; funicle joints all much wider than long, plainly shorter than 
the pedicel; club two-thirds as long as the funicle, obliquely sharply truncate on 
one margin, the divisions oblique, indistinct. Thorax normal, impunctate, finely 
shagreened or coriaceous, with a few, fine, scattered hairs; pronotum short, 
transverse; scutum twice as wide as long; axillae triangular, just meeting at 
base of scutellum; scutellum sub-triangular, as long as its greatest width; 
propodeum short, transverse. Forewings somewhat abbreviated, just attaining 
apex of abdomen; deeply embrowned, the base paler; discal cilia coarse and 
dense, the marginal cilia very short; venation thick and distinct; submarginal 
vein joining the costa at almost half-wing length, the marginal vein linear, fully 
as long as the stigmal, which is almost horizontal and clossito the wing margin, 
the postmarginal hardly developed; an incomplete, oblique, hairless line is pre¬ 
sent. Legs normal; intermediate tibial spur short and stout. Abdomen short, 
depressed, triangular, Iwcngth, 0*90 mm. 

Described from one, female, labelled “Norfolk Island, A, M. Lea” (type), 
and '^reared from wood, Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea” (cotype). Type, 
I. 14551, South Australian Museum, a female on a card. 

In the type, the scutellum is wholly metallic, the scutum washed with metallic; 
in the cotype, the scutellum is orange, the scutum lightly washed with metallic. 
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Family PERII^MPIDAE, 

Auatroperilampus, n. gtn. 

$. Head, viewed from above, transverse, broad, the occiput declivous and 
straight; viewed from the side, the outline of the frons is almost straight; 
viewed from in front, the head is wider than long, quadrangular, the clypetu 
broadly truncate; eyes moderately large, bare; ocelli large, the lateral pair 
closer to the median one than to the eyes; antennal scrobes rather deep, distinct; 
mandibles very large, broad, deeply bidentate. Antennae inserted in the middle 
of the face, and slightly above a line drawn across ventral ends of eyes; 13- 
jointed, with one large ring joint, the club 3-jointed; funicle joints veiy slightly 
increasing in width, all a little wider than long; dub not enlarged. Thorax 
stout, from lateral aspect its dorsal outline convex; pronotum large, not as long 
as the scutum and much wider than long; scutum large, the parapsidal furrows 
very deep, complete, coarsely foveate; posterior line of scutum not foveate; 
axillae large, meeting at inner angles, separated from the scutellum by a coarsely 
foveate groove; scutellum large, convex, no longer than its greatest width, its 
posterior margin foveate; postscutellum short, raised at meson, sulcate for the 
rest; propodeum broad, conspicuous, but much shorter than the scutellum, 
coarsely sculptured, at meson with a median carina that branches at half its 
length; spirade prominent, the spiracular sulci represented by a line of foveae. 
Forewings very large and broad; naked beneath the submarginal vein (i.e., 
for almost half), the apical half with fine, rather sparse discal cilia; submarginal 
vein distant from the costa which it joins at almost half-wing length, several^ 
times as long as the linear marginal vein; stigmal vein lo^, two-thirds as long' 
as the marginal, its apex foot-shaped; postmarginal vein hardly developed. 
Hindwings large, with a long costal vein. Femora bearing long fine setae; 
tibiae and tarsi densely setose or spiny; posterior coxae long, almost as long 
as their femora, which are rather stout, their tibiae and tarsi slender, the tibiae 
with two unequal apical spurs. Abdomen short and stout, not more than one- 
half longer than its greatest width; sessile; rising abruptly from base; seg¬ 
ment 2 (first body segment) longest, occupying one-tiiird of surface; 5 next 
longest; 3 shorter than 4; 7 very short and abruptly truncate, the oviposital 
valves not exserted. Sculpture of body smooth to finely lineolate, with a few 
punctures. 

This genus belongs in that anomalous group of Perilampine genera, which 
would appear to have their headquarters in Australia, and which are apparently 
all true gall-makers. In Girauk’s table of genera (1915) it runs to Perilampus, 
J..atrielle, but is not at all related to that genus. It appears closely related to 
THchilogaster, Mayr., but differs in the non-development of the postmarginal 
vein, and in having but one ring joint. Genotype, A. leai, described herewith. 

Austroperilampua leal, n, sp. 

$. Head orange-ydlow, a line across the ocelli, and the occiput more or 
less dusky, eyes am^ipcelH black; thorax black, a large patch involving almost 
all of pronotum laterally, and a narrow line across its posterior margin, tegulae, 
and meson of postscutellum, yellow; abdomen black, browni^-yelbw venti^, 
also all of second segment; antennae black, the scape and pedicel yellow; coxae 
fuscous, femora dusky-brown except at base and apex, the legs otherwise clear 
yellow; tnancUbles black. 

Vertex of head finely transversely striate or lineolate behind the oeeQt, and 
continued laterally for some distance behind the eyes; in front of 
tudinally lineolate or‘finely striate on either aide of antennal scrobes; 
face and cheeks amooth, except for a few, soft, long hairs idmve tha nmoth, 
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Pronotum finely transversely lineolate, smooth posteriorly, with scattered, long, 
fine, whitish setae; scutum smooth, against and inside the parapsidal furrows 
with a row of obscure punctures bearing long setae, the surface with a very few, 
setigerous, small punctures, and showing very faintly, subobsoletely lineolate, 
this sculpture more distinct anteriorly on the parapsides and adjacent area of the 
median lobe; axillae smooth, also the scutellum, except for a few, small, seti¬ 
gerous punctures laterally: propodeum inside the spiracle with numerous 
irregular carinac, outside the spiracle densely rugo-punctate; nicsoplcurae 
strongly longitudinally (anterior-posteriorly) striate or lineolate; metapleurae 
coarsely rugo-punctate. Wings hyaline, the forewings with an obscure brown 
cross-stripe beneath the end of the submarginal vein; venation conspicuous, 
yellow-brown. Abdomen smooth and shining, the apical segments finely trans¬ 
versely striate. Length, .3'5 mm. 

Two females, labelled “I^rd Howe Island, A. M I^a ” Type, I. 14552, 
South Australian Museunj, a female, card mounted. 

Family MISCOGASTERIDAE. 

Tribe LELAPINI. 

Lelaps tnmeatipennis, n. sp. 

$. Dull black; prothorax and adjacent margin of the scutum, posterior 
jtortion of the scutellum, axillae, neck of propodeum, petiole of abdomen, and a 
broad obscure band at half length of the abdomen, deep dull red; face showing 
reddish; antennae fuscous, the scape yellow, the pedicel suffused yellow, the 
apical two club joints yellow; coxae pale yellow or whitish, the femora brown, 
the tibiae deep yellow, the tarsi paler. 

Head broad, the vertex rather thin, the occiput straight and immargined; 
viewed from in front as wide as deep, the Irons depressed for il.s entire length; 
surface with fine scaly sculpture, which is coarser on the vertex; eyes large, 
bare; ocelli dose together; vertex with six long black bristles, of which two are 
behind the ocelli and two are on either side against the eyes; at least one mandible 
tridentate. Antennae inserted below middle of face and slightly above a line 
drawn across ventral end of eyes; with seven funicle joints and a .3-jointed 
club (a narrow ring joint may be present, but this was not determined); scape 
long and slender; pedicel slender, twice as long as its greatest width; funicle 
1 somewhat shorter than the pedicel and somewhat longer than wide, 7 plainly 
wider than long; club longer than the two preceding joints united, conical, its 
joints 1 and 2 of equal length. Thorax normal; pronotum short, with two 
black bristles at meson, and one at either latero-posterior angle; scutum with a 
scaly surface sculpture and recumbent pale pubescence, smooth and polished 
posteriorly (except laterally), the parapsidal furrows four-fifths complete from 
anterior margin and well separated; a single black bristle is situated against 
and inside of each parapsidal furrow at half its length; axillae widely separated; 
scuteUam with a finety foveate transverse groove just beyond the middle, in front 
of the groove with nne surface sculpture and pubescence, smooth for the rest, 
with a single blade bristle on either side of meson just out from base, and one 
on either side laterally against and proximad of the transverse groove; pro- 
podeutn rather long, with a short neck, with complete median and lateral carinae, 
and with a complete cross-carina at about half its length; mesopleurae large, 
swollen, smooth, and shining. Forewings abnormal, narrow; very short, ex¬ 
tending not far beyond base of abdomen; abruptly truncate at apex; suffused 
brawi^, the infuscation not uniform; discal dlia present on less tlian distal 
dlird; with a costal veht, and no others; arising from the vein are twelve or 
more stiff blade setae or bristles. Abdomen with a short, transverse, rugose 
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petiole; body of abdomen faintly convex above, deeply convex beneath; no 
longer than the head and thorax united, pointed conic-ovate; segment 2 (first 
body segment) occupying slightly more than one-half of surface, 3-6 short, 
transverse, 7 or apical segment as long as 3-6 combined, the oviposital valves 
slightly exserted; abdomen smooth and shining, with fine scattered setae on 
segment 7. I-egs normal, the posterior tibiae with two very short apical spurs. 
I^ength, 3 mm. 

Described from one female, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.” Type, 
1. 14553, South Australian Museum. 

Neapterolelaps leai, n. sp. 

9. Orange-yellow, the posterior fourth or more of the scutum jet black, 
the abdomen with two, broad, dusky cross-stripes on its posterior half; legs, 
including the coxae, pale silvery-yellow, the tibiae and tarsi faintly dusky, the 
posterior femora dusky, their tibiae pale; antennal scape yellow, the pedicel 
dusky, the flagellum black (both antennae arc incomplete); eyes and ocelli black. 

Head normal; vertex moderately long, the occipital margin straight; viewed 
from in front circular; antennal scrobes extending half-way to median ocellus; 
surface with fine, close, scaly sculpture and no pubescence; eyes large, reaching 
to the occiput and extending for two-thirds length of face, bare; ocelli wide 
apart, in a sub-equilateral triangle, the lateral pair separated from the eyes by 
somewhat more than their own diameter. Antennae inserted on a level with 
ventral ends of sides; scape moderately long and slender; pedicel slendet, more 
than twice as long as its greatest width; ring joint small but distinct; funide 1 
somewhat shorter than the pedicel, 4 quadrate (the remaining joints of the 
antennae are missing). Thorax normal; pronotum rather short, finely 
alutaceous, and with recumbent pubescence like the scutum; scutum as long as 
its greatest width, its posterior margin gently convex, the black posterior portion 
(a fourth or more) without pubescence, finely transversely lineolate and con¬ 
trasting with the anterior three-fourths; anterior margin of the scutum with 
a row of fine, erect, black setae; parapsidal furrows forming a Y, three-fourths 
complete from anteriorly and just attaining the black portion of the scutum, sub¬ 
joined and sharply curved for their posterior third; axillae rather small, slightly 
advanced, almost meeting medially; scutellum semicircular, twice as wide as its 
greatest length, almost smooth, on either side posteriorly with a short erect 
bristle; propodeum not very long, without carinae, finely irregularly longitudin¬ 
ally rugose. Wings aborted, reduced to short flaps which terminate in a long 
black bristle. Abdomen no longer than the head and thorax united; pointed 
conic-ovate; straight beneath, gently convex above; with a very short, stout, 
transverse petiole; segment 2 occupying a little more than hdf of surface, 
smooth but with sparse recumbent pubescence, 3-6 short and transverse, 7 (apical 
segment) conical and as loi^ as the three preceding segments united, the ovi- 
pjosital valves hardly exserted. Posterior femora plainly swollen; posterior 
tibiie with two long apical spurs, one of which is exceedingly long, as long as 
the basal two tarsal joints. Length, 3'25 mm. 

Described from one female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” 
Type, I. 14554, South Australian Museum. 

This species appears to agree with Ntapterolelaps, Girault, of which only 
the gmoyi^t N- lodgeiy Girault, from Queensland, was formerly known; how¬ 
ever, Gtr^lt 8 description gives the parapsidal furrows absent; the non-carinate 
propodeum, aborted wings, and long posterior tibial rours are diatin gui yhiog 
tdiaracters for the genus. s 
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Family PTEROMALIDAE, 

Tribe ASAPHINI. 

Ophelosia leai» n. sp. 

9, Dull metallic-fifrecn, the pronotum washed with brown, the propodeum, 
sides, and venter of thorax very dark reddish-brown lightly washed with metallic 
(there is no trace of metallic colouring on the propodeum); abdomen washed 
with'brown; legs wholly dusky yellow-brown, the tarsi clear yellow; antennae 
fuscous, the scape yellow. 

Head transverse, somewhat wider than the thorax, the occiput margined; 
viewed from in front much wider than deep, the lower half of the face circularly 
depressed; frons broad; vertex and upper frons fincl> transversely lincolatc, 
and with a few very fine setae; eyes large, bare; ocelli wide apart, the lateral 
pair twice as far from the median ocellus as from the eyes; mandibles 
tridentate, the teeth acute. Antennae inserted against the mouth; 8-jointed, 
the funiclc S-jointed, the club solid; scape slender, moderately short, as long as 
the next five joints combined; pedicel not much longer than its greatest width; 
funicle 1 small, transverse, like a ring joint, 2-5 slightly clavate. all distinctly 
wider than long; club solid, broadly rounded at apex, as long as the three 
preceding joints united. Pronotum stout, tran.sverse, finely transversely lineolate 
and with fine scattered pubescence like the scutum; scutum transverse, twice 
as wide as long, the parapsidal furrows well marked and complete; axillae 
widely separated, almost smooth; scutellum longer than its greatest width, with 
fine suh-transvcrse impressed reticulation, abruptly smooth posteriorly hut with¬ 
out a cross-suture, with a long seta at each anterior-lateral and posterior-lateral 
angles; propodeum long, .somewhat produced, finely irregularly rugose, at base 
with a pair of fine median carinae that diverge in the form of a V. Forewings 
moderately long and broad; hyaline. Init there is a linear fuscous cross-stripe at 
the bend of the submarginal vein, involving a number of stiff black discal cilia 
or bristles, and a large (luadrangular blotch appended from the stigmal vein and 
narrowed at its base; proximal fourth of wing (as far as the cross-stni)e) 
naked, and there is also a naked oblique area beneath all of the marginal vein 
with its base resting on the first cross-stripe, the remainder of the wing densely 
finely ciliate; venation yellow-brown, bearing stiff bristles; marginal vein rather 
more than twice as long as the submarginal, more than twice as long as the 
stigmal vein, which is long and slender, the postmarginal vein hardly as long 
as the stigmal. Petiole of abdomen short and stout, appended beneath the 
extremity of the propodeum; abdomen flat above, faintly convex beneath; 
smooth; on either side of the base is soft whitish pubescence; basal segment 
occupying three-fourths of surface. Legs normal; anterior and posterior femora 
gently swollen; posterior tibial spur long and slender, not much shorter than 
the basal tarsal joint. Length, PS mm. 

Described from two females, labelled ‘Tx)rd Howe Island, A. M. Lea,’^ and 
one female, labelled ‘‘Norfolk Island."' I- 14555, South Australian 

Museum. 

Of the various species of the genus. O, viridithorax, Girault, is the onlv 
one with much metallic on the thorax, but the original description of that species 
is too short for the necessary comparison to be made. 

Tomocera californica, Howard. 

There are two females, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea."* This common 
Coedd parasite is widely distributed, occurring in California, Hawaii, and Aus¬ 
tralia. Girault has described two species, T. glabrivenlris and T. flaviceps, the 
former from various localities in Queensland and New South Wales, the latter 
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from the Northern Territoiy; I doubt if T. flaviceps is distinct from T. glabri- 
ventris, which, again, appears identical with T. califomica. I am not aware 
what reasons Girault has assigned for transferring the genus to the Oeonymidae; 
to me it bears a close relationship to Ophelosia, and I see no reason for altering 
Its usually recognized position. 

Tribe CRATOMINI. 

This small tribe, containing only two genera, has not previously been recog¬ 
nised in the Australian fauna, and my knowledge of the group has been obtained 
from Ashmead’s Monograph, where it is treated as a tribe in the Subfamily 
Sphegigasterinae. In the present collection are two species which, together with 
four others m my own collection from North Queensland, have caused me great 
trouble to determine satisfactorily. In general appearance and structure these 
SIX species closely resemble the members of the Spalanginae, especially Spalangia 
and Crrocephala; the similarity is most marked. In fact, but for the somewhat 
different shape of the head and the position of insertion of the antennae, one 
would certainly refer them there; but these two differences prevent that solution 
to the question of their rightful location However, I have very little doubt 
but that I have correctly placed them; assuming this to be so, then it seems 
that the Cralomini is much more nearly related to the Spalanginae than to the 
Sphegigasterinae, and should be treated as a tribe in the former subfamily 

One anomality remains to be explained. These species have two apical 
spurs on the posterior tibiae. There can be no doubt on this point. I have 
examined several sets of tibiae, representing at least three species, and in all, 
two slender apical spurs were made out. But whether these are single or douole 
IS the sole distinguishing factor between the families Pteromalidae and Misco- 
gasteridae, the former possessing one, the latter two such spurs. However, the 
group of species discussed here has no affinities with any tribe in the Misco- 
gastcridae; it is obviously closely related to the Spalanginae, and to remove it 
thence on account of this trivial character is not warranted. This distinguish¬ 
ing point between the two families is purely artificial, and, in the writer's opinion, 
untenable 

Cratomus, Dalman. 

So that the genus, in the sense understood here, can readily be recognised, 
the characters of this group of species are given below. 

? Head subglobose; frons convex, produced more or less between the 
eyes, and divided by two, deep, sharply-defined, antennal furrows, .so as to 
appear tricornute; vertex broad, long; temples broad; eyes not large; ocelli 
close together, the lateral pair much nearer the median ocellus than to the eye 
mpgmv Antennae inserted on a level with ventral ends of eyes and about in 
middle of face; 9-jointcd (counting the club as solid); scape long, somewhat 
curved for its entire length; pedicel short; no ring joint; flagellum subclavate; 
club conical, the divisions subobsolete. Thorax long; pronotum prominent, long, 
as long as wide, somewhat narrower than the scutum; scutum no longer than 
the pronotum, wider than long, the parapsidal furrows deep, complete, foveate, 
the lobes convex; scutellum large, somewhat longer than its cpeatest width, 
simple; axillae meeting inwardly, separated from the scutellum by a coarsely 
foveate groove; propodeum rather long, narrowed apically, not dedivous, with 
complete lateral carinae, inside these with a network of mterlacing carinae, some¬ 
times showing an obscure median carina. Forewings normal, ample, maculate; 
discal ciliae absent beneath submarginal vein, the distal three-fifths of wing with 
^ttered cilia; marginal cilia absrat on anterior margjui and posterior margin 
for two-thirds its lei^jth, the rest with a dense sjioit or It^ fringe of hajrt; 
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submarginal vein distinct from the costa; the marginal vein long but never as 
long as the submarginal, several times as long as either the poslmarginal or 
stigmal, which arc about subequal, the latter curved; venation with stiff setae 
for its entire length. Abdominal petiole variable, transverse or slender, but 
never much longer than the posterior coxae; body of abdomen almost straight 
above, convex below, blunt posteriorly, the oviposital valves exserted for a 
length never more than that of the abdomen; segment 2 (first body segment) 
as long as 4, longest, Ihe others rather short; apical segment and the oviposital 
valves bear a few fine setae of great length, besides ordinary setae. Legs 
normal; posterior coxae rather long; anterior and posterior femora usually 
somewhat swollen; posterior tibiae with two slender, unequal, apical spurs; 
tarsi 5-jointed. 

^ . At once differing from the female in having the petiole of the abdomen 
very long, much longer than the hind coxae, and nearl> as long as the short 
body of the abdomen; segment 2 longest but not greatly longer than 3, the rest 
gradually decreasing in length. Antennae ILjointed, scaj)e. pedicel, one large 
ring joint, seven funicle joints, and an apparently solid club. 

All the species have been collected on wood, and are probably parasitic on 
coleopterous larvae. 

Cratomus insularis, ii. $p. 

$. Black, the abdominal petiole and the pronotum anteriorly reddish; 
abdomen faintly suflfused brownish; oviposital valves pale yellow for basal 
third; legs fuscous, the tarsi yellow, t posterior coxae silvcry-whiie except 
at base above; antennal scape and ped ?\ black, the flagellum deej) red. 

Head distinctly produced between the eyes; vertex and uppc*r frons smooth, 
except for scattered minute punctures bearing short fine setae; finely longi¬ 
tudinally striate on either side of frontal prominence; lower face, with coarser 
denser striae converging around mouth, and also with larger punctures bearing 
longer setae; cheeks with moderate-sized punctures. Funicle 1 one-half longer 
than its greatest width, slightly longer and narrower than the pedicel, the 
fla^lium clavatc, funicle 6 thus much wider than long; club as long as pre¬ 
ceding three joints combined. Thorax smooth and shining, except for a very 
few minute punctures, the pronotum somewhat longer than the scutum. Fore¬ 
wings subhyalinc, with two fuscous bands, the first and narrower one at the 
junction of the submarginal and marginal veins, the second and broader (but 
longer than wide) one with its apical margin touching the apex of the stigmal 
vein; marginal cilia not long; venation fuscous; marginal vein almost as long 
as the submarginal. Abdomen smooth, except for faint wrinkles on basal half 
of segments 5-7; segment 2 with its posterior margin rather sharply incised; 
exserted portion of oviposital valves equal to two-thirds length of body of 
abdomen. Legs rather densely pubescent; posterior and anterior femora a 
little swollen. Length, 275 mm. (excluding ovipositor). 

Described from four females, labelled “Rotten wood, Lord Howe Island, 
A. M, Type, I. 145S7, South Australian Museum, a female on a card. 

<!W of the undescribed North Queensland species is very similar to the above. 

Cratomus viridinotum, n. sp. 

Head yellow-btown, the vertex lightly washed with metallic; thorax 
Ikt^ally and ventrally fuscous, above metallic-green, the pronotum almost wholly 
ptof odeum fuscous, its apex pale-yellow; abdomen brown-blade, its 
peillsde |Mile yeilowiah; oviposital valves fuscous; legs, including the coxae, 
utilht yellow, the posterior coxae whitish; antennae yellow, the apical funicle 
^ dub lusootts. 
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Head viewed from in front subcircular; frons gently convex from eye to 
eye, the antennal scrobes well defined and separated by a thin sharp carina; 
vertex and frons smooth, except for scattered minute punctures, the face below 
the eyes finely longitudinally striate; eyes not large; ocelli close together and 
not very widely separated from the eyes. Antennae inserted on a level with 
ventral end of eyes; scape a&,long as next four joints combined; pedicel not 
much longer than its greatest width; flagellum subclavate; funicle 1 hardly as 
long as pedicel, 6 somewhat wider than long; club almost as long as preceding 
three joints combined, its divisions subobsoletc. Thorax normal, smooth and 
shining, with a few minute punctures, the parapsidal furrows and the groove 
between the axillae and scutcllum finely foveate; pronotum subquadrate, as 
long as the scutiun; propodeum finely, transversely, rugose-carinate, the lateral 
and median carinae obscure. Forewings hyaline, with a broad pale-fuscous band 
from apical half of marginal and all of stigmal vein; scattered discal cilia of 
apical three-fifths of wing very fine; marginal cilia moderately short; sub¬ 
marginal and marginal veins about subequal, the stigmal vein short and curved, 
the postmarginal somewhat shorter than the stigmal; venation yellowish. 
Abdominal petiole short and transverse; body of abdomen flat above, convex 
beneath, the oviposital valves exserted for a length equal to one-third that of 
abdomen; segment 2 occupying one-third of surface, somewhat longer than 4, 
3 short. Legs normal, the anterior and posterior femora not noticeably swollen. 
I.,ength, 1 '60 mm. 

Described from one female, labelled ‘T.x)rd Howe Island, A. M. Lea." Type, 
1. 14558, South Australian Museum, a female on a card, appendages on a slide. 

A rather slender, delicate species, very different from C. insularis in appear¬ 
ance, but very similar in structure. The wings bear a marked resemblance to 
those of the Spalangine genus Ceroccphala, Westwood. 

Tribe SPHEGIGASTERINI. 

POLYCYSTOMYIA BENEFICA, Dodd. 

1 he collection contains three females, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea," 
which should probably be referred to this species, which has been recorded as a 
parasite of the bean-fly, Agromysa phascoH, Coq.; one specimen has the posterior 
coxae metallic, the first two pairs of coxae brown, the legs deep yellow; the 
other two have all the coxae yellow, the legs lighter yellow. 

Ihe genus Polycystomyia, Dodd, appears identical with Pseudosphegigas- 
terus, Girault, the only distinction being that the antennal club is stated to be 
solid in the latter, 3-jointed in the former; this hardly seems a valid generic 
character. 

Tribe SPALANGINI. 

Cerocephala, Westwood. 

Three females, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea,” arc dull brown 
and fuscous. The species of the genus are parasitic on Calandra and other 
grain weevils, and arc cosmopolitan. There is little doubt but that Spalangio- 
morpha, Girault, is identical with Cerocephala, and the type species, A'. 
fasciaiipennis, Girault, is possibly a well-known, widely-spread insect. 

Tribe ROPTROCERINI. 

PSEUDANOGMUB PASC11PENNI8, Dodd. 

Several females of this or a very closely-allied species, labelled “Lord 
Howe Island, A. M, Lea," and “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea,” are mudi smaller 
than-the typical form, measuring 1*25 mm., and the sooty blotches on the wing 
are much less pronounced. The type specimen was collected in North 
Quetmsland. 
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Family EULOPHIDAE. 

Tribe OPHELININI. 

Sympiesomorpha norfolcensis, n. sp. 

9 * Bright metallic-green; legs wholly golden-yellow, but the posterior 
coxae are almost wholly metallic; antennae black, the basal half of the scape 
yellow. 

Head normal; vertex not thin, with fine scaly sculpture; frons depressed, 
the antennae inserted wide apart and on a level with the ventral ends of the eyes; 
eyes normal, feebly pubescent; frons smooth. Antennae 10-jointed, with one 
ring, four funiclc, and three club joints; scape long and slender; pedicel not 
much longer than its greatest width; funicle loosely jointed, with long scat¬ 
tered hairs; funicle 1 much larger than the pedicel and two-thirds longer than 
its greatest width, 2-4 subquadrate; club not enlarged, not much longer 
than its greatest width, joint 1 longer than 2 and 3 combined. 3 minute, with 
a terminal nipple or short spur. Thorax normal; pronotuni transverse but 
distinct, with raised scaly sculpture and a few long setae, its posterior margin 
almost smooth; scutum with rather coarse raised reticulation, tlhe parapsides 
finely scaly, the parapsidal furrows well marked and complete; the median 
lobe of the scutum bears two long fine setae on either side at posterior half 
against the parapsidal furrows; there is one such setae on each parapside; 
axillae well advanced, with faint sculpture; scutelluni rather long, with rather 
coarse scaly sculpture, on either side with a well-marked lateral groove that 
curves round but does not join at the posterior margin; postscutellum 
prominent, finely scaly; propodeum moderately long, without a neck, almost 
smooth, with a fine paired median carina, and distinct spiracular sulci. Fore- 
wings long; broad; hyaline; discal ciliation normal, the proximal third of the 
wing (as far as the marginal vein) naked, but there is a short cross-line of 
cilia at the bend of the submarginal vein that joins a median line of cilia which 
is continued to reach the posterior margin at half its length; venation well 
marked; submarginal vein not distinctly broken, as long as the marginal, which 
is a little longer than the postmarginal; stigmal vein long, slender, about one- 
third as long as the marginal. Abdomen normal; pointed conic-ovate. Le^ 
slender; posterior tibiae with two short apical spurs; tarsi 4-jointed. Length, 
1*8 mm. 

Described from one female, labelled ‘‘Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.” Type, 
I. 14563, South Australian Museum. 

This species agrees very well with the generic characters, even to sculpture, 
of Alophomorphay Girault, which Girault originally described in the Ophelinini, 
and subsequently transferred to the Eulophini, in which tribe the parapsidal 
furrows are incomplete. Of the other Australian genera of tlie Ophelinini, it 
might fall in Alophomorphellay Girault, but at least the species is distinct from 
mainland forms. 

Tribe TETRASTICHINl. 

Tetrastichus, Haliday. 

The collection contains a series of a dark-green species of this genus, 
sensulattiy labelled ”Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” 

Tribe HETREULOPHINI. 

Hetreulophus clavicomis, n. sp. 

9. Bright metallic-green and blue, the abdomen darker; coxae con- 
coloroua, the femora fuscous, the anterior and intermediate tibiae yellow lightly 
washed with fuscous, the posterior tibiae fuscous with a white band at half 
liheir length, which is as long as the apical fuscous portion, tarsi yellow; antennae 
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Head normal, transverse, no wider than the thorax, with fine impressed 
reticulation; viewed from in front plainly wider than deep, the frons broad; 
mandibles tridentate, the teeth acute. Antennae inserted a little above the 
mouth, 11-jointed, the club solid; scape broad and compressed, hardly more 
than twice as long as its greatest width, but as long as the next seven joints 
combined; pedied stout, not much longer than its greatest width; funicle 
8-jointed, the first four joints minute and transverse, like ring joints, 1-6 clavate, 
6-8 subequal, each fully twice as wide as long; club bluntly rounded, as long 
as the three preceding joints united, and more than one-half as long as the 
scape; antennal joints bearing stiff hairs. Thorax normal; pronotum short; 
.scutum with raised polygonal reticulation, the parapsidal furrows indicated 
anteriorly; axillae smooth, well advanced; scutellum shining, but showing faint 
subobsolete reticulation, with a concave line of fine foveae on either side, and 
a line of similar foveae just before the apex; postscutellum separated from the 
scutellum by a fine line, smooth, semicircular, and very conspicuous for the 
family; propodeum shining, moderately long but without a neck, with a median 
Carina and n9 others. Forewings long and broad; beneath the subraarginal 
vein hyaline and without discal cilia, except for a narrow, brown, median, longi¬ 
tudinal line following a similar line of discal cilia, and terminating at a narrow 
brown cross-stripe from the bend of the submarginal vein (these two stripes 
represent the median and basal veins); remainder of the wing uniformly 
densely ciliated; lightly embrowned, except for two narrow hyaline splashes 
forming an interrupted line across the wing from the base of the stigmal vein, 
and an irregular, convex, narrow stripe across the wing from the apex of the 
stigmal vein; venation normal; submarginal vein not distinctly broken; mar¬ 
ginal vein as long as the submarginal; stigmal vein long and curved, the post¬ 
marginal twice as long as the stigmal and fully one-half as lung as the mar^nal. 
Abdomen slender, upturned at apex, the oviposital valves exserted for a length 
equal to one-fifth that of the abdomen. Legs normal, the tarsi 5-jointed. 
I.ength, 1'45 mm. 

Described from two females, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. I-ea.” 
Type, 1. 14565, South Australian Museum. 

This species agrees very well with Girault’s diagnosis of the genus, except 
for the thi^ened antennal scape and shorter flagellar joints. Girault described 
the antennae with one ring and: seven funicle joints, but in the species before 
me, as all the joints bear stiff pubescence, it would hardly be correct to con¬ 
sider any of the minute funide joints as ring joints, llie postscutellum is 
unusually prominent, and the suture between it and the scutellum very delicate; 
but there is a distinct groove across the scutellum just before this suture. The 
genus appears to me to be typically Eulophine, despite the 5-jointed tarsi. 

Family MYMARIDAE. 

Gonatockbus, Nees. 

A single specimen of a small, obscure spedes, black, the legs and antennae 
wholly dusky, is labelled "Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” 

Superfamily PROCTOTRUPOIDEA. 

Family CERAPHROHlDAE. 

CsRAPKaoN, Jurine. 

The collection cont&ins a male, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea,” and 
also a female Ikbelled “Mt. Gower, Lord Howe Ishmd, A. M. I,oa”; the lattet 
is dktsely rdated to C fiwic 0 *a, Dodd, and other Australian ^xteiet. 
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Pseudocerapbron, n. sp. 

9 . Head, viewed from above, large, transverse, much wider than the 
thorax, which it encircles as far as the posterior margin of the scutum; vertex 
moderately long, the occiput margined and concave; viewed from in front, 
the head is triangular, somewhat wider than deep; eyes large, bare, extending 
to the occipital margin and half-way to the mouth; ocelli minute, wide apart, 
the lateral pair closer to the median ocellus than to the eyes; mandibles cither 
bi- or tridentate. Antennae inserted somewhat above the mouth but well below 
a line drawn across the base of the eyes; 11-jointed; scape moderately short, 
but more than twice as long as the pedicel, which is about tvMce as long as its 
greatest width; flagellar joints 1-7 minute, transverse, gradually enlarging, 8 
much larger but twice as wide as long, the large club as long as the preceding 
eight joints combined, conical, twice as long as its greatest width. Thorax, 
from lateral aspect, almost hidden by the head; viewed from above, twice as 
wide as long; pronotum not visible from above; scutum very transverse, several 
tunes as wide as long, with complete parapsidal furrows, and a complett median 
groove; scutellum transverse; median segment very short and tiansversc 
Wings entirely wanting. Abdomen somewhat wider than the thorax, twice as 
long as the head and thorax united, but hardly more than twice as long as its 
greatest width; from lateral aspect, genth convex above, so deejily convex 
beneath as to l)e nearly as high as long; rounded on the sides and non-rannate; 
broadly sessile at base; basal segment occupying almost all of surlace, but the 
subpointed apex is composed of several transverse segments ]..rgs normal; 
femora and tibiae normally slender, those of anterior pair of legs somewhat 
swollen; apical spur of anterior tibiae long, curved, simple, tarsi short; posterior 
tarsi two-thirds as long as their tihiae, their basal joint not twice as long as 
the second and shorter than the enlarged apical joint 

This is a quite distinct and most interesting genus; it falls near Conostig’ 
tnoidcs, Dodd (Eumcgaspilns, Ashmead, 1893, na 1888), but the much shortened 
thorax with its transverse sclerites, the broadly sessile abdomen, and the very 
small flagellar joints of the antennae, readily distinguish it. In general appear 
ance the genotype bears a sinking resemblance to members of the Scelionid 
genus Baeus, Haliday, which is heightened by the short compact flagellum and 
the much enlarged apical joint of the antennae. Type, the following species. 

Pseudoceraphron pulex, n. sp 

9, Yellow-brown, the abdomen somewhat dusky; legs wholly yellow; 
antennal scape, less than apical half of pedicel, and the di^^tal funicle joint 
silvery-white; rest of pedicel, and the first seven funicle joints, black, the dub 
fuscous; eyes and ocelli black. 

Body without pubescence. Head smooth and polished; scutum and scutellum 
finely, irregularly, transversely lineolate; abdomen smooth but showing fine 
transverse lineolation. I-ength, -9 mm. 

Described from one female, labelled “Fallen leaves, Lord Howe Island, 
A. M, Lea,” Type, I. 14569, South Australian Museum. 

Family SCELIONIDAK. 

Trimorus, Foerstcr. 

Two spedes are represented in the collection; one is of especial interest, 
in that it is the first wingless form of the genus to be discovered in the Aus- 
trisUau ntgion; the second is closely allied to mainland species. 
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Trimorut norfolcensis, n. sp. 

9. Dull black; legs, including the coxae, golden-yellow; antennal scape 
and pedicel yellow, the rest black. 

ilead normal; viewed from above, twice as wide as long, the vertex not 
thin; viewed from in front, plainly wider than deep; eyes large, with a few 
short setae; ocelli very small^ wide apart, the lateral pair separated from the 
eyes by twice their own diameter; vertex and frons smooth and polished, with 
a few scattered fine setae; toward occiput with dense surface sculpture; 
around mouth with converging striae; frons not depressed, but there is a faint 
median carina running from antennal insertion for some distance. Antennae 
normal, 12-jointed; scape moderately long and slender; pedicel one-half longer 
than its greatest width; funicle 1 slightly longer than pedicel, 2 a little shorter 
than 1, 3 as wide as long, 4 short; club compact, 6-jointcd, the joints trans¬ 
verse. Thorax not much longer than its greatest width; scutum much wider 
than long, broadly rounded anteriorly, with dense fine surface sculpture and 
numerous pin-punctures bearing fine setae; parapsidal furrows complete, wide 
apart; scutellum semicircular, smooth except for scattered, setigerous pin- 
punctures; postscutellum produced at meson in the form of a stout acute 
tooth; median segment hidden at meson, its caudo-lateral angles subacute. 
Wings aborted; short narrow flaps that do not reach beyond the posterior margin 
of the thorax. Abdomen much wider than the thorax, somewhat narrowed at 
base, blunt posteriorly; segment 1 very short, transverse; 3 almost as long as 
wide, somewhat longer than 1 and 2 or 4-6 united; 1 and 2 striate, 3-6 with 
fine, polygonal, surface sculpture and fine pubescence. Legs slender; posterior 
tarsi no longer than their tibiae, their basal joint as long as 2-4 united. Length, 
1‘3 mm. 

Described from eleven females, labelled "Rotting leaves, Norfolk Island, 
A. M. Lea.” Type, I. 14570, South Australian Museum. 

Trimorus leai, n. sp. 

9. Head and thorax black, the abdomen dark brown, its basal segment 
bright yellow; antennae black, the scape and pedicel yellow, lightly washed with 
dusky; legs, including the coxae, yellow, lightly washed with dusky. 

Head normal; no wider than the thorax, the vertex thin, the frons broad; 
viewed from in front, somewhat wider than deep; surface smooth and polished: 
eyes moderately large, bare; ocelli small, the lateral pair somewhat closer to 
the median ocellus than to the eyes. Antennae 12-jointed; scape long and 
slender, as long as next seven joints combined; pedicel one-half longer than 
its greatest width; funicle 1 as long and as wide as pedicel, 2 a little shorter, 
3 as wide as long, 4 wider than long; club compact, ^jointed, the joints much 
wider than long. Thorax slightly longer than its greatest width; scutum with 
numerous fine punctures, the parapsidal furrows wide apart, distinct and com¬ 
plete; scutellum semicircular, smooth except for the foveatc posterior margin: 
postscutellum with a short tooth at meson; median segment short, its caudo- 
lateral angles toothed. Forewings extending well beyond apex of abdomen; 
moderately narrow (three and a half times as long as the greatest width), 
the apex rounded; longest marginal cilia equal to one-fourth greatest wing 
width; discal cilia coarse and dense; vettation fuscous, terminating at half-wing 
length; marginal vein shorter than the submarginal; stigmal vein short, 
oblique, knobbed at apex; forewings faintly tinted. Abdomen broadly oval, 
narrowed at tese, rounded posteriorly; wider than the thorax; no longer than 
its greatest width ; segment 1 very short and transverse, 2 short, 3 longer than 
1 and 2 or 4-6 united; 1 and most of 2 striate, 3 smooth and polished, 4-6 with 
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a few fine setae. Legs slender; posterior tarsi no longer than their tibiae, their 
basal joint equal to 2-4 united. Length, 1*1 mm. 

Described from one female, labelled “Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.'' Type, 
I. 14571, South Australian Museum. 

Of the Australian species, closest to T. nigripes, Dodd, but that species has 
the antennae wholly concolorous, the legs darker, the scutum closely punctured. 

, Hoplocryon, Ashmead. 

A well-represented genus in the Australian fauna. The specie.s described 
herewith has the abdomen mtich broader at its ba.se than usual; moreover, no 
mainland species with aborted wings has yet been discovered. 

Hoplogryon howensis, n. sp. 

9 . Dark brown or fuscous, the first abdominal segment reddish, the scutum 
dull red; legs fuscous, suflFused somewhat with yellow, the tarsi pallid; antennae 
fuscous, the scape yellowish, the pedicel less so. 

Head normal, slightly wider than the thorax, the vertex thin, the frons 
broad; viewed from in front, rather wider than deep; with dense, polygonal, 
surface sculpture, and a few, short, fine setae; around mouth with converging 
striae; eyes moderately large, bare; ocelli very small, the lateral pair somewhat 
nearer to the median ocellus than to the eyes. Antennae 12-jointed; scape 
moderately slender, as long as next four joints combined; pedicel short, a little 
longer than its greatest width; fuuicle 1 as wide and almost as long as the 
pedicel, 2 a little shorter than 1,3 a little shorter than 2, 4 a little shorter than 
3 and somewhat longer than wdde; club rather slender, 6-jointed; joint 1 
quadrate, 2-S wider than long. Thorax stout, hardly longer than its greatest 
width; scutum and scutellum with dense, polygonal, surface sculpture, and 
very fine pubescence; parapsidal furrows absent; scutellum semicircular; j)ost- 
scutellum at meson with a very small tooth; median segment very short, its 
caudo-lateral angles toothed. Forewings represented by mere flaps that hardly 
reach to base of abdomen. Abdomen broadly oval, not much narrowed at base, 
broadly rounded posteriorly, somewhat wider than the thorax, rather less than 
twice as long as its greatest width; segment 1 very short, transverse; 2 much 
longer than 1; 3 as long as wide, more than twice as long as 2; 4-6 short; 1 and 
extreme base of 2 striate, the rest with dense, polygonal, surface sculpture and 
very fine scattered pubescence. Legs slender; posterior tarsi no longer than 
their tibiae, their basal joint as long as 2-5 united. Length, 1'3 mm. 

De.scribed from one female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. T^ea." Type, 
I. 14572, South Au.stralian Museum. 

Baryconus, Focrstcr. 

Three species are included in this genus, in its present Australian sense; 
two are closely related to each other, but differ widely from any of the mainland 
forms; the third is apparently a modified member of one of the Australian 
groups. 

Baryconus discolor, n. sp. 

9, Head pallid yellow, the frontal depression fuscous, the eyes and ocelli 
black; scutum pale yellow, dusky around the tegulae, and with an oblong brown 
patch at meson of anterior half; pronotum and scutellum deeper yellow; tegulae 
pale; sides and venter of thorax (except the pale mesosternum) dusky black; 
nrst abdominal segment yellow, 2 and 3 blackish, the former yellowish at base, 
the latter with an irregular yellow band across base, 4 and 5 brown, each with 
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a yellow band across base, 6 yellow; venter of nbdonten pallid; legs, including 
the coxae, pale yellow, the tarsi brownish; antennae yellow-brown, the scape 
paler; mandibles pale yellow, the teeth black. 

Head normal; vertex broad, not twice as wide as long, the occiput con¬ 
cave; from frontal aspect the head is subcircular, as wide as deep; lower half 
of frons at meson depressed, and with a median carina running from antennal 
insertion for some distance; surface densely punctured, the punctures of 
moderate size, and with short fine pubescence; frontal depression smooth; 
mouth with converging striae; mandibles tridentate, the teeth acute; eyes not 
large, scarcely longer than their distance from the occiput; ocelli smalt, wide 
apart, the lateral pair separated from the eyes by their own diameter. Antennae 
12-jointcd; scape normal, no longer than next two joints combined; pedicel 
more than twice as long as its greatest width; funicle I a little longer than 
pedicel, three times as long as its greatest width; 2 three-fifths as long as 1; 
3 quadrate; 4 wider than long; club compact, 6-jointed, joints 1-5 much wider 
than long Thorax scarcely as wide as the head, about twice as long as its 
greatest width; pronotum visible from its neck to the tegulae; scutum a little 
wider than long, narrowed anteriorly where it is sharply rounded; parapsidal 
furrows wanting; scutum and scutellum densely punctate and with fine pubescence 
like the head; scutellum short, its posterior margin straight; postscutellum and 
median segment excavated and hidden by the abdominal projection; propleurae 
depressed; mesopleurae punctate, with an elongate smooth meso-posterior path; 
metapleurae rugo-punctate. Wings vestigial, very narrow; forewings reaching 
nearly to apex of second abdominal segment, the discal cilia dense and some¬ 
what coarse, the marginal cilia short; a little tinted; venation fuscous; sub¬ 
marginal vein attaining the costa somewhat beyond half-wing length, the marginal 
as long as the short, very oblique, stigmal vein, the postmargind not developed. 
Abdomen almost twice as long as head and thorax united, spatulate, pointed 
at apex; segment 1 petioliform, twice as long as wide, 2 and 3 each as long 
as their greatest width and a little longer than 1, 4 and 5 wider than long and 
plainly shorter than 2 or 3, 6 somewhat longer than 5 and longer than its basal 
width; segment 1 with a blunt basal horn that projects into the thorax as far 
as the scutellum, strongly longitudinally rugo-striate, the apex of the horn 
smooth; 2 longitudinally striate; 3-6 with dense punctures and fine silvery 
pubescence, 3 with a smooth mesal path. Legs slender; posterior coxae long, 
nut much shorter than their femora; po&terior tibiae slender; basal joint of 
posterior tarsi very long, a little longer than 2-5 united and three-fifths as long 
as their tibiae. Length, 4 mm. 

S. Colorationally like the female; differs only in sexual characters, no 
basal horn of abdomen, the apical abdomimd segment short. Antennae yellow- 
brown, paler at base than toward apex; scape moderately short and stout; 
pedicel twice as long as its greatest width; flagellar joints cylindrical, 1 longest, 
two-thirds longer than the j^ieel, 9 one-half as long as 1. Forewings perfect, 
attaining apex of abdomen; broad; stained brownish; venation fuscous; sub- 
marginal vein attaining the costa at about half-wing length; marginal vein 
nearly one-half as long as the stigmal, which is long, oblique, a little convexly 
curved; postmarginal a little loiger than fte stiginal; basal vein 
distinct, somewhat oblique; median vein as an ill-defined track line beyond the 
basal vein. Length, 3’5 mm. 

, . females, one male, labelled "Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea." Type, 
I. 14573, South Australian Museum. 

Colorationally and structurally this species diflhncs markedly from any of 
the known Australian forms. 
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Batyconus vestigialia, n. sp. 

9, Extremely like B. discolor, but differs in colour as follows: Head uni¬ 
formly yellow-brown (not pale yellow), the frontal depression not black, the 
mandibles concolorous; thorax of a darker tint; abdomen dark brown or 
fuscous, the first segment concolorous, the yellow bands of B. discolor almost 
obliterated here. Structurally differs from B. discolor as fi/Ilows 'I'hc median 
segment is not hidden by the abdominal projection and is moderately long, covered 
with very fine pubescence; the horn on the basal abdominal segment docs not 
project forward into the thorax; the abdomen is shorter, one-half longer than 
the head and thorax united, segment 1 less than twice as long as wide, 6 no 
longer than its width at base; pubescence denser oit segments 3-6, 2 also with 
some pubestcence; wings still narrower and shorter, scarcely reaching beyond 
base of second abdominal segment, the venation obscure, the stigmal vein seem¬ 
ingly not developed. I^ength, 3 mm. 

Four females, labelled “Mt. Gower and Ixird Howe Island, A. M. Lea’’ 
Type, 1. 14574, South Australian Museum. 

The colour varies slightly; in three specimens the ])osietior coxae and 
femora are somewhat dusky. A smaller, duller species than H discolor; the 
strikingly similar colour pattern led me at first to regaul it as a variety of that 
species, but the several slight structural differences w'ould seem to denote specific 
rank; the distinctions are negative rather than positive 

Baryconus vestitus, n. sp. 

9. Head black; thorax bright orange or yellow-brown; abdomen fuscous, 
the third segment yellow for its basal half; legs, including the coxae, bright 
yellow; antennae fuscous, the scape yellow. 

Head normal; vertex rather long, twice as wide as long; from frontal 
aspect, the head is somewhat wider than deep; vertex and upper frons densely 
finely punctate and coriaceous, and with scattered short pubescence; lower half, 
or less, of face, feebly depressed, with a median canna running from antennal 
insertion, the depression finely transversely alutaceous; cheeks narrow, finely 
longitudinally alutaceous; mouth with very fine converging .striae; eyes large, 
extending to the occiput, and as far as a line drawn across antennal insertion, 
bare; ocelli very small, wide apart, the lateral pair against the eyes. Antennae 
12'jomted; scape normal, as long as the next four joints combined; pedicel 
Qne«third longer than its greatest width; funicle 1 plainly longer than pedicel, 
fully twice as long as its greatest width, 2 shorter than 1, 3 quadrate, 4 wider 
than k>ngl dub compact, 6-jointed, joints 1-5 transverse, 1 smaller than the 
Others. Thorax not much longer than its greatest width; pronotum hardly 
visible from above; scutum large, broadly rounded anteriorly, the parapsidal 
furrows absent; scutellum semicircular; scutum and scutellum finely, very 
densely coriaceous and punctate, and with rather dense, short, black pubescence; 
ppstscatellum hidden; median segment concave, not visible medially, its latero- 
posterior angles acute; propleurae with fine surface sculpture; meso- and 
metapli^rae punctate, the former with a smooth, elongate, meso-posterior 
depression* Wings vestigial; short, narrow Saps. Abdomen fusiform; nar¬ 
rowed pt iMse, pointed at apex; one-half longer than the head and thorax 
nnit^^ segment 1 short, fully twice as wide as long, with a rounded prominence 
or hosse at tese; 2 rnore than twice as long as 1, somewhat shorter than its 
trills Id posterior margin; 3 a little longer than 2, scarcely as long as w'ide; 
4 onlfe-hdlt as long as 3, as long as 5 and 6 combined; 1 striate, its prominence 
tptichlafe; f»ae m 2 striate ; the rest with a very dense, fine, surface sculpture, 
; ,d<mse doHUng of short black setae. Legs normal ; posterior tarsi 
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not as long as their slender tibiae, their basal joint as long as 2-5 united. Length, 
2‘i mm. 

Described from one female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” 
Type, I. 14575, South Australian Museum. 

Although the basal abdominal segment is shorter, its prominence not con¬ 
spicuous, and the abdomen more fusiform, the affinities of this species are 
probably with the group of Australian species that contains B. splendidus, Dodd, 
B. magnificus, Dodd, B. superbus, Dodd, and others. 

Hadronotus, Foerster. 

There is a single male belonging to this genus, and closely related to H. 
pan'ipennis, Dodd, labelled “Rotting leaves, Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.” The 
.species described herewith is not a true member of the genus, and is placed 
there for lack of a suitable position. 

Hadronotus terrestris, n. sp. 

9. Head black; thorax bright orange or yellow-brown, the meso- and 
mctapleurae darker; abdomen fuscous, with two irregular yellow bands at 
bases of segments 2 and 3; legs wholly yellow; antennae fuscous, the scape 
yellow. 

Head slightly wider than the thorax, the vertex of normal length; from 
lateral aspect, vertex and frons gently, regularly convex; occiput not margined; 
viewed from in front, the head is plainly wider than deep; lower half, or less, of 
face a little depressed, with a blunt median carina, very finely, circularly 
striate; mouth with fine converging striae; vertex and upper frons finely, very 
densely coriaceous; eyes moderately large, extending almost to occipital margin, 
ocelli minute, very wide apart, the lateral pair against the eyes. Antennae 
normal, 12-jointed; scape moderately long and slender; pedicel scarcely longer 
than its greatest width; funicle 1 a little longer than pedicel, 2 quadrate, 3 wider 
than long, 4 very small, transverse; club compact, 6-jointed, joints 1-5 trans¬ 
verse. Thorax stout, no longer than its greatest width; pronotum not visible 
from above; scutum large, very broadly rounded anteriorly, the parapsidal 
furrows absent; scutellum semicircular; scutum and scutellum with fine surface 
sculpture and fine, dense, black pubescence; postscutellum and median segment 
not visible, except the latero-postcrior angles of the latter, the thorax at meson 
abruptly terminating at apex of scutellum. Wings vestigial; very short and 
narrow flaps. Abdomen a little longer than the thorax, and more than twice 
as long as its greatest width; hardly narrowed at base, pointed at apex; seg¬ 
ment 1 broadly sessile, very short and transverse; 2 large; 3 slightly longer 
than 2, .somewhat wider than long, as long as 4-6 united; abdomen wholly 
clothed with a very dettse, fine pubescence, and with microscopic sculpture. Legs 
slender; posterior tarsi tordly as long as their slender tibiae, their basal joint 
about as long as 2-5 united. Length, 1‘6 mm. 

3. Agreeing in all particulars with the female. Antennae 12-jointed; 
pedicel small, no longer than wide; funicle 1 twice as long as wide, 2-9 gradually 
shortening, 9 slightly longer than wide, 10 as long as 1. 

Described from nine females, three males, labelled “Fallen leaves. Lord 
Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” Type, I. 14577, South Australian Museum. 

The yellow bands on the abdomen vary somewhat in length. One male 
has the thorax deep chestnut, the abdomen wholly fuscous* This species may 
well be a wingless form of Hadronotus, but the almomen is longer than is usual 
in that genus. 
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Telenomus, Haliday. 

One male, labelled **Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea/’ 

Family DIAPRIIDAE. 

Tetramopria, Wasmann. Dodd, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., 1916. 

The species described below agrees with the characters of the two Aus- 
tralian species; the three ought possibly to form a new genus. In Kieffer’s 
table of genera (1911), they run to Tetramopria, Wasmann, and Gcodiapria, 
Kieffer, but differ from both in lacking a basal fovea to the scutclluni. 

Tetramopria plana, n. sp. 

9 . Dull black; legs, including the coxae, bright yellow; petiole of abdomen 
reddish; tcgulae yellowish; antennae yellow, the three apical joints fuscous. 

Head depressed; from dorsal aspect somewhat longer than wide, truncate 
anteriorly, and irregularly pentagonal in outline, the antennae inserted against 
anterior margin; eyes small, situated rather far forward, distinctly shorter than 
their distance from the occiput; ocelli close together, plainly nearer the occiput 
than the anterior margin; surface smooth and shining, .\ntennae 12-jointcd; 
scape moderately long and slender; pedicel narrowed at base, three times as 
long as its greatest width; funicle joints narrower than the pedicel and much 
shorter; funicle 1 narrowed at base, twice as long as its greatest width, 2-7 
gradually shortening, 7 a little longer than wide; club abruptly 3-juinted, the 
joints longer than wide. Thorax depressed; pronotum very short; sctituni and 
scutellum flat, smooth and shining; parapsidal furrows wanting; scutellum 
as long as wide, without a median carina or basal foveae; median segment 
long, as long as the scutclluni, finely rugose, with a distinct median and lateral 
carinae. Forewings extending well beyond apex of abdomen; subhyaline; 
moderately narrow, the margins equally inclined; marginal cilia very long, the 
longest equal to more than one-half greatest wing width; discal cilia not very 
dense; venation yellowish, terminating in a short, thickened, marginal vein at 
basal third of wing; basal vein absent. Petiole of abdomen slender, more than 
twice as long as wide, densely pubescent; body of abdomen depressed, twice 
as long as its greatest width, its base distinctly separated from the petiole, its 
basal segment fully twice as long as the following united, smooth and shining. 
Length, 1’75 mm. 

S . Body less depressed than in the female, tlie head no longer than wide. 
Antennae 14-jointed; scape and pedicel yellow, the flagellar joints fuscous, 
their basal stalks yellowish; scape normal; pedicel short and stout; flagellar 
joints nodiform, long, about subcqual, with a pubescence of scattered long hairs. 

Described from otjic female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea/* an^l 
one male, labelled ‘'Norfolk Island, A. M. Lea.** Type, 1. 14579, South Aus¬ 
tralian Museum. 

Differs from the other Australian species in having the female antennal 

club 3-jointed. 

Phaenopria norfolcensis, n. sp. 

9. Head and abdomen black; thorax chestnut-red; legs bright golden- 
yellow; antennae golden-yellow, the club fuscous. 

Head notmal, from dorsal aspect as wide as long, from lateral aspect not 
as long as its height; smooth aiul polished, with a very few scattered setae; 
ocelli absent; eyes small, situated anteriorly and somewhat laterally, not as 
long by much as their distance from the occipital margin. Antennae 12-jointed; 
scape long and slender; pedicel fully twice as long as its greatest width; funicle 
joints shorter and somewhat narrower than the pedicel, 1 one-half longer than 
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wide, 7 wider than tong; club abrupt, 3-jorated, joints 1 and 2 somewhat wider 
than long, 2 wider than 1, 3 conical and one-half longer than wide. Thorax 
compressed, much narrower than the head or abdomen, over three times as long 
as its greatest width; scutum and scutellum smooth and shining; scutum longer 
than its greatest width, without furrows; scutellum somewhat longer than wide, 
without a trace of basal foveais, its rim pubescent; median segment long, rather 
longer than the scutellum, with a clothing of long silvery pubescence. Wings 
entirely wanting. Petiole of abdomen short, no longer than wide, densely 
pubescent; body of abdomen smooth and shining, two and a half times as long 
as its greatest width, the basal segment occupying almost all of surface. Length, 
l’5-lv5 mm. 

S . Ocelli present, small; thorax rather less compressed; wings present as 
narrow flaps that reach the posterior margin of the petiole; basal abdominal 
segment occupying less than three-fourths of surface. Antennae 14-jointed; 
pedicel twice as long as its greatest width; funiclc 1 a little longer than the 
pedicel; 2 one-half longer than 1, curved and dilated on one margin at apex; 
3 as long as 1; 3-12 moniliform, each bearing a few, long, fine setae. 

Described from three females, one male, labelled "Rotting leaves, Norfolk 
Island, A. M. Lea.” Type, I. 14580, South Australian Museum, one female. 

An allied wingless form, Loxotropa grandiceps, Dodd, has been described 
from New South Wales, which differs at once in having a basal fovea to the 
scutellum. 

SpiLOMtCRUS, Westwood. 

The collection contains one female, labelled “Rotting leaves, Norfolk Island, 
A M. I^”; this is very closely allied to S. gracilis, Dodd, and may not be 
distinct. A second species is represented, which belongs to the group of species 
described by me under the genus Bothriopria, and subsequently referred to 
Spilomicrus. 

SpUomicrus howensis, n. sp. > 

9. Black, the antennae wholly concobrous; legs dull yellow, the coxae 
and femora brown; tegulae reddish. 

Mead from dorsal aspect subquadrate, not much wider than long; viewed 
from the side, higher than long, the Irons perpendicular to antennal insertion, 
which is not conspituous; surface smooth and shinini;, with numerous, scat¬ 
tered, long, fine setae; eyes small, not as long as their distance from the occiput. 
Antennae 13-jointed; scape slender, terminating acutely on either side of tese 
of pedicel; pedicel twice as long as its greatest width; funicle joints plainly 
narrower and shorter than pedicel, 1 twice as long as wide, 2 slightly longer 
than wide, 6 slightly widened and as wide as long; club 5-jointed, joint 1 not 
as wide as 2, 1-4 a little wider than long, the apical joint a little longer than the 
preceding. Thorax fully twice as long as its greatest width; pronotum with 
long dense pubescence; scutum rather flat, with a few scattered setae, the 
parapsidal furrows as distant grooves posteriorly and about one-half complete; 
scutellum at base with two cirodar foveae a littte sq^arated, the lateral foveae 
shallow and long, the posterior margin finely foveate; median segment fully 
as long as the scutellum, feebly pubescent and obscurely rugose, with distinct 
lateral carinae and an obscure raised tooth at base. Forewings reaching apex 
of abdomen; mo^rately broad, the apen sWply rounded; stained brownwh; 
venation tenmnatin| at almost half-wing length in a short, thickened, matginftl 
vein, the stigma! vem very short; basal v«in well marked. Patide of abdomen 
twice as long as wide, trkarinate, its basal baH pubescent; body of abdomen 
well raised from petiole, oval, rounded posteriorly, mfber mmiit tluui twke aa Umtt 
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as its greatest width; smooth and shining; segment 2 occupying three-fourths 
of surface, the following segments with a few long setae. Length, 2 mm. 

Described from two females, labelled respectively “Summit of Ml. Gower, 
Ia)rd Howe Island, A. M. Lea,” and “On Kentia, Ix)rd Howe Island, A. M. 
Lea.” Type, I. 14582, South Australian Museum. 

Of the Australian species, quite close to S. aureipes, Dodd, 5". ater, Dodd, 
and S. infuscipes, Dodd, but the more quadrate head and small eyes will serve 
to distinguish it. 

Family PLATYGASTERIDAE. 

No systematic work has yet been done on this group in Australia; the 
species must be very numerous, and a few have been described. Ashmead’s 
classification of 1893 has been used as a basis, when referring species to genera 

Trichacis howensis, n. sp. 

9 . Black, .shining; legs, including the coxae, bright golden-yellow; antennal 
scape yellow, also the 6rst funicle joint, the pedicel fuscous, the antennae other¬ 
wise black; mandibles reddish-yellow. 

Head normal; vertex thin, transverse, and showing very faint, fine, 
impressed sculpture; viewed from in front as wide as deep, the Irons smooth 
and shining; antennae inserted just above the mouth, in a circulai depression, 
and .separated by a .small tubercle; a few, fine, weak hairs arc aiound antennal 
depression, and there is a scattered row of these same fine hairs against the 
eyes; mandibles long, slender, bidentate, the teeth acute; eyes moderately large, 
bare; ocelli wide apart, the lateral ones separated from the eyes by about their 
own diameter. Antennae 10-jointed; scape long and slender, as long as next 
five joints combined; pedicel small, hardly longer than its greatest 
width; funicle 1 minute, cupuliform, no longer than its greatest width, 
2 twice as long as wide, and almost twice as long as pedicel, 3 plainly shorter 
than 2, 4 very small and no longer than wide; club 4-joinled, no wider than 
the funicle, loosely jointed, the joints much longer than wide, 1 subcqual to 4 
and slightly longer than 2 or 3, as long as funicle 2. Thorax normal, not twice 
as long as its greatest width; pronotum smooth and shining, with a very few, 
fine, weak hairs, the sclcrite distinct laterally and dorsally; scutum somewhat 
narrowed anteriorly, one-half longer than its greatest width, its meson at pos¬ 
terior margin produced into the scutellum for some distance, smooth and .shining, 
a scattered line of white, fine hairs follows the anterior and lateral margins; 
parapsidal furrows not evident, but a line of fine white hairs marks their course; 
scutellum small, not distinctly separated from the scutum, raised medially, rather 
abruptly declivous laterally and posteriorly, covered with a dense, fine, whitish 
pubescence except at extreme meson; median segment very short; pleurae 
smooth and shining, the metapleurae with rather dense pubescence. Forewings 
extending somewhat beyond apex of abdomen; broad, hardly more than twice 
as long as the greatest width; faintly tinted, except at base; marginal cilia fine, 
short, and dense; discal cilia almost absent on basal two-thirds of wing, the 
apical third with about 24 rows of cilia, which are much more dense toward 
anterior than toward posterior margin; a short submarginal vein is indicated. 
Fetiole of abdomen very short, transverse; body of abdomen no longer than 
haad and thorax combined, two and a half times as long as its greatest width; 
oon^sed of four segments; segment 2 (first body segment) as long as 3-5 
coaamned, at base with a pubescent fovea on either side of meson, and posterior 
of each fovoa finely striate for some distance, the rest smooth and shining; 3 and 
' 4.atiheqtial, 3 at base with a transverse row of close punctures, 4 with its basal 
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half punctate; 6 as a conical projection, hardly longer than 4, and almost twice 
as long as its greatest width. Legs slender, the tarsi 5-jointed Length, 1 mm. 

Described from ten females, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea.“ 
Type, I. 14583, South Australian Museum. 

Amblyaspis flavibrunneus, n. sp. 

9. Bright brownish-yellOw or castaneous, the head, prothorax, and meta- 
thorax yellow; eyes and ocelli black; legs golden-yellow, the femora and clavate 
portion of tibiae suffused with brown; antennae brownish-yellow, the club 
fuscous. 

Head normal; vertex transverse, with very fine impressed reticulation; 
viewed from in front the head is slightly wider than deep, the frons smooth and 
not depressed; eyes rather long, extending for almost the length of the frons; 
ocelli wide apart, the lateral pair a little separated from the eyes. Antennae 
.separated by a small tul)ercle; 10-jointed; scape almost as long as next five 
joints combined, very slender, swollen at half its length; pedicel slender, three 
times as long as its greatest width; funicle joints very slender, narrower than 
pedicel, I two-thirds as long as pedicel; 2 slightly longer than 1, 3 one-half as 
long as 2, 4 a little shorter than 3; club slender, 4-jointed, joint 1 cupuHform 
and twice as long as its greatest width, as long as funicle 2, 2 and 3 subequal, 
barely as long as 1 and not much longer than wide, 4 one-half longer than 3. 
Thorax normal, twice as long as its greatest width; pronotuin prominent 
anteriorly and laterally, opaque; scutum narrowed anteriorly, somewhat longer 
than its greatc.st width, with very fine, dense, impressed reticulation or scaly 
sculpture, the parapsidal furrows replaced by a complete line (composed of 
several rows) of fine, dense, pallid pubescence; scutellum raised, covered witli 
fine, dense, pale pube.scence, produced posteriorly in a long slender spine high 
above the median segment for almost its entire length; median segment long, 
with rather long fine pubescence, rimmed laterally, and with a thick, high, median 
Carina Forewings very long, extending far beyond apex of abdomen; moder¬ 
ately broad, about four times as long as their greatest width; hyaline for less 
than basal third, the rest somewhat tinted; longest marginal cilia equal to one- 
fourth wing width; discal cilia excessively dense right up to base of wing; sub- 
marginal vein faintly indicated; hindwings very narrow and pointed, hyaline 
for basal third, their longest marginal cilia equal to the greatest width, the discal 
cilia exceedingly dense. Petiole of abdomen no longer than wide, pubescent; 
body of abdomen ovoid, hardly twice as long as its greatest width, broadly 
rounded posteriorly; smooth; basal segment occupying three-fourths of surface, 
the others very short. Legs slender; all trochanters very long, as long or longer 
than their coxae, and half as long as their femora; femora a little swollen in 
centre; tibiae with a long basal stalk, which in the long posterior pair is almost 
twice as long as the apical swollen portion; tarsi slender, 5-jointed; posterior 
tarsi somewhat longer than their tibiae, their basal joint as long as 2-5 combined. 
Length, 1*3 mm. 

Described from two females, labelled “On Keniia canterburyana, Mt. 
Lcdgbird, Lord Howe Island, A. M, Lea.” Type, I. 14584, South Australian 
Museum. 

Family BETHYLIDAE. 

Sclerodennua norfolcensii* n. sp. 

9. Dull black, the abdomen piceous; legs piceous, the tibiae and tarsi 
tptaceous; antennal scape brownish-yellow, also the next two or three joints^ 
the rest of the antennae piceous. 
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Body completely flattened, from lateral aspect appearing strongly com¬ 
pressed. Head, viewed from above, plainly longer than wide, with dense, poly¬ 
gonal, scaly sculpture; hind margins rounded, the lateral margins parallel, the 
clypeus truncate; eyes normal, situated far forward, not as long as their distance 
from the posterior margin of the head; ocelli close together near the posterior 
margin, the lateral parts separated from each other by less than their own 
diameter, separated from the frontal ocellus by their own diameter; a fine 
groove runs from just inside of each antennal insertion, joining medially and 
continued as an obscure groove for half the length of the head; mandibles 
dusky, long, straight, tridentate, the teeth acute, the outer longest, the inner one 
small; maxillary palpi at least 3-jointed. Antennae short, 13-jointcd; scape 
stout, somewhat clavate, as long as the next four joints combined; pedicel 
one-third longer than its greatest width; funicle 1 plainly shorter than the 
pedicel, no longer than its greatest width, 3 longest (not including the apical 
joint), but hardly as long as the pedicel, 4-10 gradually shortening, 10 a little 
longer than wide, the last joint twice as long as the penultimate. Thorax a 
little narrower than the head or abdomen, three times as long as its greatest 
width; with similar polygonal sculpture to that of the head, but on the median 
segment this is coarser and inclines towards reticulation; pronotum as long as 
its greatest width, as long as the scutum and scutellum combined, rounded 
anteriorly; scutum without a trace of furrows, more than twice as wide as 
long; scutellum without a transverse groove at base, its posterior margin 
gently convex; median segment distinctly longer than its greatest width, without 
grooves or carinae, not retracted at base, its po.sterior angles rounded; tcgulae 
present in both winged and apterous forms. Wings wanting, or fully developed; 
in the winged form, forewings long, faintly tinted, with no venation except a 
short submarginal vein that thickens at the apex and touches the costa, forming 
a closed costal cell. Abdomen not twice as long as its greatest width; pointed 
ovate; with fine, scaly, surface sculpture. Legs short; all femora very much 
swollen; tibiae not spined; posterior tibiae with two apical spurs, one short, 
the other long and slightly curved; tarsal claws simple. Length, 3 mm. 

Described from four females, labelled “Rotting leaves, Norfolk Island, A. M. 
Lea.” Type, 14585, South Australian Museum. 

Of the four specimens, three are apterous; there appear to be no structural 
differences between the two forms. The species does not agree with the char¬ 
acters of Sclerodermus as given by Kieffer (1908); the wing venation resembles 
Cephalanomia, but that genus has 12-jointed antennae. 

Arysepyris citripes, n. sp. 

9. Dull black, the abdomen somewhat piceous; legs, including the coxae, 
wholly intense lemon-yellow; antennae dull yellow, the basal three or four joints 
intense yellow. 

Head shaped as in Goniozus and its allies, its greatest length rather more 
than its greatest width, narrowed and produced in front of the eyes, the mandibles 
thus not prominent; surface with fine, impressed, scaly reticulation and a few, 
scattered, fine setae; eyes about as long as their distance from the occipital 
margin; ocelli almost equidistant from one another, the lateral (and posterior) 
pair much doser to the occipital margin than to the median ocellus. Antennae 
13-jomted; scape stout, rather less than twice as long as its greatest width; 
pedicel longer than any of the funicle joints, about twice as long as its greatest 
width; funicle 1 narrowed at base, one-third longer than its greatest width, 
slightly the longest joint of the funicle, 2 the shortest and quadrate, 3-10 sub- 
equeD, moniliform, slightly longer than wide, the apical joint a little longer than 



the preceding. Thorax long, rather more than twice as long as its greatest 
width; pronotum as long as the scutum and scutellum coriibined, somewhat wider 
than long; scutum transverse, without furrows; scutellum without a groove 
or fovea at base; median segment as long as the pronotum, without grooves or 
carinae, immargined laterally, abruptly declivious posteriorly; thorax with similar 
sculpture to the head. Wings represented by flaps which attain the base of 
the median segment. Abdomen pointed conic-ovate. Legs normal; anterior 
femora much swollen, more so than the posterior pair; all tarsi* simple. Length, 
1*5 mm. 

Described from seven females, labelled “T^rd Howe Island, A. M. Lea.” 
Type, I. 14586, South Australian Museum. 

SiEROLA, Cameron. 

Although very few species have been described, this genus would appear 
to be particul^ly well represented in the Australian region. This collection 
contains a series of specimens, probably representing more than one species, 
from both Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands. 

Family DRYINIDAE. 

Gokatopus, Ljungh. 

One female, labelled “Lord Howe Island, A. M. Lea,” is referable to this 
genus, in its wider sense. No attempt was made to dissect out the mouth parts. 



187 


ON THE SPECIALISED INCISOR TEETH OP SOME OP THE 
DIDACTYLOUS MARSUPIALS. 

By Frederic Wood Jones, D.Sc., F.Z.S., 

Professor of Anatomy in the University of Adelaide. 

[Read August 14, 1924.] 

I have suggested elsewhere (Mammals of South Australia, part li, p 135) 
that the reason for the development of the syndactylotis toilet digits in the 
dmrotodont marsupials is a direct outcome of the dental condition of this section 
of the didelphia. The marsupials have need of a hair comb, the need probably 
being the necessity of ridding the fur of the presence of Malhphaga, or biting 
lice, which so commonly infest them. This need is met in the typical poly- 

E rotodonts by nibbling the fur with the numerous little sharp front teeth, aided 
y scratching with the pes When, in response to an altered diet, the nature of 



Fig. 1. 

The anterior teeth of Dasycercus eristicauda. Front and side views. 

the dentition is changed and the numerous little pointed front teeth are replaced 
hy the few chisel-shaped incisors, the pedal hair comb becomes more specialised 
and the syndactylous second and third pedal digits are developed. 

Even before the front teeth have become few in number, and at the stage 
vrhen they have only los^ their pointed character, the pedal hair comb is developed. 
The members of the Peramelidae possess the syndactylous pedal hair comb, 
deapite the fact that their front teeth are numerous. A bandiewt is a poly- 
prMOidont, and has Eve upper and three lower incisors upon each side of its 
fewa; httt the incisors are no longer of the same type as those seen in the rest 
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of the poljrprotodonts, for they have lost their prong-like character and have 
become chisel-shaped. 

That teeth should be used in the toilet of the hair is no surprising thing; 
everyone must have seen a dog nibble its coat in the effort to dislodge or to 
capture a flea. I have frequently watched the little carnivorous Pouched Mice 
(Dasycercus cristicauda) engaged upon the toilet of the coat. These attractive 
little animals scratch themselves vigorously with the digits of the pes; but if 
any part of their body demands especial attention, they turn their heads and 
nibble and comb their hair in a very characteristic fashion. From these observa¬ 
tions I have been for some time convinced that the front teeth and the 
•syndactylous digits were complementary structures, vicariously discharging the 
same functions; and have already suggested that the little sharp front teeth of 
certain animals are probably of more importance as toilet implements than as 
organs connected with alimentation. It is only of late, however, that, in watch¬ 
ing Dasycercus at its toilet, I have come to realize that there is a remarkable 
specialisation of its front teeth which is, as far as I can determine, related solely 
to the function of hair combing. Of the eight incisors carried in the upper jaw, 
two, the central members, are in every way abnormal (see fig. 1). 'Ihese two 
teeth are remarkable, not only in their form, but in the axis m which they are 
carried in the jaw, for they rake forward at an angle which carries them out of 



Fig. 2. 

Left lateral view of the skull of Phaicogale penieillata 


alignment with all the rest of the teeth. So marked is this projection of the 
upper central incisors that, in the normal position of the jaws, they do not 
articulate with the corresponding members of tne mandibular series. The upper 
central incisors are large teeth, larger and longer than their fellows, from which 
they are separated by an interval which exceeds their own diameter. They are 
also separated from each other by a slightly smaller interval in the mid line, 
and at their tips they somewhat tend to approach each other. The corresponding 
lower central incisors are alsd specialised, being considerably longer and larger 
than their fellows, and separated from each other in the mid line by an interval 
similar to that which separates the incisors of the upper jaw. When the jaws 
are opened and shut it will be seen that these specialised front teeth do not bite 
together as the other incisors do, but the lower centrals close behind the upper 
centrals, their "occlusar’ surfaces failing to articulate. It is impossible, after 
having watched the animal at its toilet, to avoid the condusion that these 
specialised, projecting incisors, separated by a median gap, arc the functional 
ojunteroart of the little parallel claws of the syndactylous pedal digits. Indeed, 
It IS difficult to postulate any other function from them. 

Dasycercus is not the only didactylous didelphian exhibiting this specialisa- 
tion of the anterior trath, for, with the exception of Sarcophilus, all the species 
which I have been able to examine show the peculiarity in some degree. The 
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various members of the genus PhascogaU display the long, projecting, upper 
central incisors in a still higher degree of Spwialisation, and the condition is 
illustrated in Phascogale pemcUlata at hg. 2. 

In the Native Cats the differentiation of the front teeth is not so pronounced; 
but, nevertheless, the peculiarity is quite obvious, for the upper central incisors 
cant forwards and are separated from each other and from their fellows. The 
lower central inasors are also large, distinct in form, and separated in the mid 
line The condition in Datyurus geoffroyi is shown at fig 3. 

Perhaps the most interesting modification of the anterior teeth is that seen 
in Myrmecobius, for here it is the lower incisors which are the most highly 



Fi*. 5 

The anterior teeth of Umw eattu Front and side views 


specialised, the upper central incisors being very small but sharply pointed. In 
Mymiecobius the teeth are more widely separated in the nud line than they are 
in the Pouched Mice, and it is to be haimxled if this modification is associated 
with the coarse, hiwid hairs which constitute the animal*# coat. The lower 
central incisors of MyrmecoUiu are relatively very large teeth and are peculiar 
in their form (see fig. 4). The special interest attached to these teeth of the 
Numbat lies in the fact that the dentition Of the creature is ijbvtonsly in a state 
of d^neration. In the midst of this degettetati^Mi the two lower centtM incfsors 
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stand out in marked contrast, and it might almost be said that they are prac¬ 
tically the only undegenerate teeth that the animal possesses. 

That mammalian teeth .should be specialised as toilet implements is no 
novelty in the marsupials, for parallels are to be found in the monodelphians. 
Although Fr^d6ric Cuvier, as long ago as 1829 (Hist. Nat. Mammif., p. 218) 
described the curious lower front teeth of the Lemur (see fig 5) as “vcritables 
peignes/' the fact is still not appreciated by some authors. \V K. Gregory in 
his monograph on the Structure and Relations of Notharctus (Mem Amer. 
Mus. Nat, Hist.. N.S., vol. iii.. part ii., 1920, p. 203) has altogether overlooked 
this functional modification of the Lemur's lower front teeth and has ascribed 
their peculiarity to their being “pressed outward and forward by the greatly 
enlarged tongue." 

In 1918 (Jour. Anat., vol. Hi., p. 346) the present writer diew attention to 
the functional correlation between the lemurine sublingua and the peculiar pro¬ 
cumbent front teeth, and noted the curious toilet specialisation of the front teeth 
of Galeopithecus, It is probable that patient observation of living animals will 
disclose many more instances of toilet modifications in the front teeth of the 
mammals. Meanwhile, this little contribution to the great study of structure 
and function demonstrates once again the vast plasticity of parts and organs, 
and especially of those, apparently, most rigid and stereotyped structures—^the 
teeth. It demonstrates also how {unctions, which wc might he apt to consider 
as trivial, demand their share of structural adaptations, and how, in the absence 
of a knowledge of function, however apparently humble it may be, deductions 
concerning structure are prone to be fallacious. 




192 


NEW GENERA AND SPECIES OP AUSTRALIAN STONE-FLIES 

(Order PERLARIA). 

By R. J. Tillvard, M.A., Sc.D. (Cantab.), D.Sc. (Sydney), F.N.Z.Inst., 
F.L.S., F.E.S., C.M.Z.S., Entomologist and Chief of the Biological 
Department, Cawthron Institute, Nelson, N.Z. 

(Communicated by Edgar R. Waite.) 

[Read September 11, 1924.] 

Family EUSTHENIIDAE. 

Genus Eustheniopsis, Till. 

Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1921, xlvi., p. 232. 

Eustheniopsis venosa. Till. 

Subspecies brachyptera, n. subsp. A very distinct race or subspecies of 
this handsome Victorian species was discovered by me on Mount Kosciusko, 
N.S. Wales, in November, 1921. It differs from the type form in its small size 
and shortened wings, and in the lunule of the forewing being very narrow, less 
than 1 mm. wide. Length of forewing 12 mm., of hindwing 10 mm., of body 
20 mm.; antennae 12 mm., cerci 11 mm. Purplish-blue colouring of hindwings 
not quite so rich as in type form. Both the specimens taken were males. 

Types; Holotype male and paratype male (Mount Kosciusko, N.S. Wales, 
5,500 feet, November 24, 1921, R. J. T.), in Cawthron Institute collection. 

(jenus Thaumatoperla, Till. 

Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales, 1921, xlvi., p. 224. 

Thaumatoperla robusta. Till. 

A half-grown larva of this fine species has recently been taken by 
Mr. Erasmus Wilson in a mountain stream near Mount Bencairn, Mill- 
grove, Victoria, where both male and female specimens of this rare insect 
have also been found by Mr. Wilson and Mr. C. G. Barrett. The larva is black, 
with the thoracic sterna, sutures, and coxae yellow, the femora tinged with 
ohve-green beneath. A similar larva, full-fed and of great size (about 45 mm. 
long), was taken by me on Mount Kosciusko, N.S. Wales, in Nov., 1921; the 
underside had the yellow colouration replaced by brick-red. Thus we may 
conclude that either T. robusta itself, or a related, undescribed species, is to be 
found on Mount Kosciusko. 

S . Hitherto undescribed, differs from female as follows:—Total length of 
body 19 mm., forewing 18 mm., cerci 18 mm. The parts of the meso- and meta¬ 
thorax, coxae, and femora, which were described as either brown or greyish-yellow 
in the female, are bright yellow in the male. Seg. 9 hollowed out posteriorly 
above, broadly yellow on either side; tenth tergite narrowly yellow. Supra- 
anal plate with a forwardly curved copulatory hook, rather short; paraprocts 
short, blunt. 

Types: Holotype female in National Museum, Melbourne; allotype male 
in Cawthron Institute collection, Nelson, NZ.; both from Warburton, Viet.: 
male dated 4, 1915. - 

Family AUSTROPERLIDAE. 

Genus Tasmanopbrla, Till. 

Canadian Entomologist, 1921, p. 40. 

The following new species, from Mount Kosciusko, N.S. Wales, has the 
characters of the genus clearly marked, but superficially resembles the New 
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Zealand Austroperla cyrcnc (Newm.) in the lack of any nioitlinjL^ of the winjjs 
an<l in tlie weakness of the cross-veins in part of the distal area of the forewinj^s. 

Tasmanopcrla ruficosta, n.sp. 

9. l.eni^li of body 12 nini., of forewing 1,^ mni., antennae inni . cerci 
0*7 Him., with very few segments. Body, legs, and antennae black Wings 
fuscous w’lth black veins, except the wdiole of the costal space to end of R, in 
both w'ings, which is brick-red (fading to yellow-oclireous in dead specimens) 
with darker reddish-browm venation. Distal cross-veins between branches of 
Ks. M. and ( u, very weak, colourless, rest very strong and black 

rvpes: Holotype female and series of five paratypes. all apparently females 
(Mount Kosciusko, N.S. W ales, 5,500 feet, Nov. 24, 1021, R. ). 1' ), iti Cawthron 
Institute collection, Nelson, N,Z. Two of the paratypes have slightK shortened 
wings, length of forewing being 11 mm. 

Family l.EPTOPKRl JDAK. 

(ienus Dinotopkkla, Till. 

C anadian Fnloniologist, 1^21, p. 4.^ 

Dinotoperla fasciata, n.,sp. 

9 . Length of body 6 mm., of forewing 10 mm., antenna 7 mm . cerci 1 mm. 
Head black, antennae dark brovvn: pronotum pale yellowdsh ; rest of thorax black, 
abdomen dark brown. Forewdngs suflFused with pale fuscous, venation clarker 
fuscous; distal cross-veins surrounded by darker fuscous areas and so arranged 
that from three to four irregular transverse fasciae cross that ]>art of the wing. 
Jlindwings darker fu.scous with a few darkened cross-veins placed distally 
between C . Bi, and Rs. 

1'ypcs: Holotype female (National Park, yiand. 1.5(K)-2.0CX) feet., Dr. A. 
J. Turner), in Lawthron Institute collection. Nelson. N Z.; paratvpe iemalc, 
slightly smaller in size and wdth less distinct fasciae (same localitv. Mar., 1^21. 
<j. H. Hardy), in fjueensland Museum, Brisbane. 



Fift 1. 

Korewing of I'rinotoficrla irrorata, n, g. ct sp. Length. 25 inni \\. 2\. .1a, the three 
anal veins; Cni„ t^ the three branches c'f first cutntus; second cubitus; hni, 

humeral vciiilel; M | j VI ^4 the two branches media; Ki main stem of radius; L 4 r, 
the two branches of radial sector (Ks) ; Sc, sulKosta. 

Genus Trinotopcrla, n. g. 

Forewdngs wdth Rs forked distally, M forked near middle of wing. 
C'U; three-brancbed (sometimes in males the lowest branch is very .short and 
forms a closed cell with the one above it); cubito-anal space without cross-veins; 
a thickened cross-vein between 1a and 2a. Ilindwing with Rs distally forked, 
M forked. C'Ux simple, or, more rarely, forked; apex narrowdy rotinded ; anal 
fan rather narrow, without any cro.ss-veins. CVrci short. Size of .sjieeies large, 
expanding from 40 mm. to over 50 mm. 

Genotype: T. irrorata, n. .sp., from Mount Kosciusko, N.S. Wales. 
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Trinotoperla irrorata, n.sp. 

9. T.ength of body 20 inm,, of forewing 25 nini., antennae 17 inm , ccrci 
barely 3 nnn. Body dark fuscous, marked with dull brown; antennae dull 
brownish with slight fuscous ammlalions; legs dull ])n)vvnish varied with dark 
fuscous. Wings pale greyish with dark-fuscous veins, those of basal half of 
hindwing inclining to brownish; the whole of forewing and distal j)art of bind¬ 
wing irroralcd witl? darkeu spots and patches, and most of the cross-veins 
enclosed in darker areas. Furevving with a complete series of costal veinlets; 
hindwings with hm and three to four distal costal veinlets r)nly. 1'hickened 
cross-vein between 1a and 2a in forewing blackish, very prominent. 

6 . Smaller and slightly paler and less strongly irrorated than female. 
Body 17 mm., forewing 21 mm.; stipra-anal plate with slender eopulatory |)rocess 
directed ui)wards and ending in a small hook directed ])(»steriad; paraprocts 
upeurved, forming two flatly rounded lobes direct(‘d forward and upward, d enth 
tergite with a raised flap distally. 

'Pypes: Holotype female, allotype male, and paratype female (Mount 
Kosciusko. N.S. Wales. 5,0(X)-5,5C)0 feel. Nov. 24, 1921. K. |. d'.). in C’avvthron 
Institute collection. Nelson, N.Z. 

Trinotoperla australis, n. sp. 

9. Length of body 14 mm., of forewdng 20 mm., antennae 15 mm., cerci 
2 mm. Body, legs, and antennae fuscons; metathorax, abdomen, and femora 
touched with brown. Wings pale brownish-fuscous, wdth darker venation and 
cross-veitis eticlo.sed in narrow darkened areas; no irroration pres(‘nt. Both 
wings with costal veinlets very incomplete, only litii and one or two distal costal 
veinlets being prcs(.ni. dliickened cross-v^dn between 1a and 2a of forewings 
inconspicuous, semi-transparent brownish. 

dype: Holotype female (d owac. near Mount Canoblas, N.S. Wales, Oct. 7, 
191(1, R. J. d\), in Cawthron Institute collection. Nelson, N.Z. 



*"dg. 2. 

iM.icwiiig of liunoiopcrh krrshau% ii. g. et sp. 1-ength, 25 mm. Lettering as in fig. 1. 


Genus Eunotoperla, n. g. 

horewing with Rs distally forked or three-branched, M forked from near 
middle of wing, Cu, three-branched or, more rarely, simply forked; a thickened 
cross-vein between 1a and 2a; cells between M and Cuj partially double; cubito- 
anal space with cross-veins. Hindwing with Rs terminally forked or simple, 
M forked, Lui forked or simple; apex well rounded; anal fan moderately wide, 
with a few weak cross-veins developed in region of 1a and 2a. Cerci short. 
Size of species large, expanding 50 mm. or more. 

(knotype: E. kcrsflmvi, n. sp. (Vicl.). 

Ihis genus shows an approach to the Eustheniidae in the beginning of the 
development pf cross-veins on the anal fan, and is in other respects somewhat 
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similar in ai)p('arance lo the jijtMius Stnioperla of tliat family; it can b(* at once 
distinguished by the marked anp;le between the border of the anal fan and the 
rest of the hindwinj^, this angle being entirely absent in the Eustheniidac. 

Eunotoperla kershawi, n. sp. 

. Length of body (abdomen nmcli shrunken) 11 ♦mm., of forewing 
25 mm., antennae 16 mm., cerei 4 mm. L>ody, legs, and antennae blackish, with 
front border of pronotum brownish. Wings dull brownish with dark-brown 
venation; cross-veins nearly all enclo.sed in pale transparent whitish areas; 
thickened crossvein between I a and 2a of forewang dark brown; su])ra-anal 
plate wdth a copulatory j)rocess in the form of a slender, downcurved .spine; 
paraprocts with a pair of shorter, upeurved spines. 

9. l.ength of body (not .shrunken) 25 mm., foiewing .30 mm.; difTers 
from male in having abdomen and pronotum brown, wings clark brown, the 
hiiuKvings somewhat fuscous. 

1 ypes: IJolotype male an<l allotype female (Warburton. \'ict.. 12, 04), in 
National Museum, Melbourne; jiaraiype male, from same locality, in C'aw'lhron 
Institute collection, Nelstni, N./.. also a male from 1 lior|>dale, (iip])slan(l. 

Dedicated to Mr. |. A. Kershaw, F.l^.S., C urator of th(‘ Xalional Museum, 
Melbourne. 

Family VKMoUKlDAK. 

(ienus SrAMocTioA. 1'ill 

Trans. N.Z. Inst., vol. liv.*. 1025, j). 2l() 

'Hie family has not previously been recorded from Australia, but is repre- 
.sented by .sjiecies of this New Zealand genus in rasmania and on the mountains of 
South-eastern Australia. Pending a nu»re comprehensive sindy of the .species, 
wfiich are sma’l and closely similar, the following '>j)ecies from Mount W'elHngton, 
near Hobart, is here described 



Forewing of Spauiocrrai taswamca, n. sp. Length, lO imn Lettering as in fig. 1, 
except Fui first cui)itiis; m-cu, medio cuhital cross-vein, and f -m, radio-median cros.s-vein, 
both forming part of the transver.se eord; /»/, ptero-sligma. 

Spaniocerca tasmanica, n. sp. 

$. Length of body 11 min., of forewing 10 mm., antennae 0 mm., cerci 
obsolescent. Head black, wdtli occif>ul rich brow^n; antennae blackish. 'Phorax 
blackish; logs dark browm. with conspicnons black marks at both ends of femora 
and tibiae; tarsi blackish. Wings shining, .semi-tran.sparent. suffused with pale 
brown; hindwing markedly iride.seent. I'terostigma of both wdngs conspicuous, 
long (about 3 mm.), browm. Somewhat hyaline areas present in forewing just 
distad from transverse cord and also on either side of liasal haU of Ctii. 

Types: Holotype female and allotype female (Mount Wellington, 'Pas., 
Jan. 31, 1917, R. J. T,), in Cawthron Institute collection, Nelson, N.Z. 
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REVISION OF THE AUSTRALIAN ELATERIDAE. 
COLEOPTERA.-.Pait I. 

Hy Albert H. Elston. KE.S.- 
1 Read September 11, 1924. | 

Family ELATERIDAE. 

The insects comprising this family have the head sunk into the prothorax, 
alnio.st up to the eyes, and it is always wider than long; the antennae are very 
variable in length, as long as the body or not even reaching the base of the pro 
notuin. either filiform, serrated, combed, or even laminated and having either 
eleven or twelve joints; the upper lip is always visible, transverse or semicircular, 
and sometimes emarginate in the middle of the anterior margin; the maxillae 
are always small and bilobed, and at the apex with dense and somewhat long 
hairs; the maxillary palpi are always fovtr-jointed; the basal joint is small, the 
following two variable in length, and the last one having diflFerent shapes, being 
either filiform, securiform, triangular or even cylindrical; the labial palpi are 
mostly short and three-jointed, the last joint, as with the tnaxilliary palpi, is of 
various shapes. The prosternum is elongate and, with one exception (('ampy- 
lides), provided in front with a protuberance, generally rounded, projecting 
underneath the head, and frequently concealing the entire lower part; at the 
posterior end, the prosternum is abruptly contracted between the anterior legs 
and is prolonged into a projection, either straight or curved, which is received 
into a cavity in the mesosternuni. and forming an important part of the curious 
mechanism which gives these insects the power of jumping or skipping, ^hen 
they are placed on their backs. The scutellum is always visible, and the elytra 
are usually elongated. The legs are comparatively sherrt and the tarsi five- 
jointed; the latter are either simple, more or less compressed, under surface 
clothed with hairs, sometimes very strongly dilated or flatly depressed, or the 
individual joints are bilobed, cordate or lobed. 

The Elateridae in their larval stage are known as wireworms; they are dis¬ 
tributed all over Australia and attack a variety of crops. They are particularly 
de.structive to maize, wheat and oats, as well as to potatoes, sugar beets and 
sugar cane. When attacking the cereal and forage crops they work entirely 
beneath the surface of the ground, and their attention is chiefly confined to the 
.seeds, roots and underground stems. 

My work, up to the present, has been considerably lightened by the help of 
my colleagues in Australia generously loaning to me their collections, and I 
herewith desire to express my appreciation of the courtesy of the following 
gentlemen in this connection:—Mr. A. M* Lea of the South Australian Museum; 
Mr. Clark of Perth; Mr. H. J. Carter and Dr. E. W. Ferguson of Sydney; 
Mr. F. E. Wilson of Melbourne; Mr. J. C, Goudie of Maldon, Victoria; and 
Mr. R. F. Kemp of Adelaide. 

Subfamily AGRYPNIDES. 

"J'he members of this subfamily have the mandibles dentate on the inside 
or cleft at the apex; the antennae seldom extend beyond the base of the pro- 
notum and are received into the prostetnal furrows formed by the separation 
of the lateral borders of the prostemum irom the sides of the prothorax; the 
face IS flat, or mote or less depressed* l^e projsternum is sonietinies provtde4 
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with deep furrows for the reception of the tarsi, of which the latter are either 
simple, clothed underneath with brush-like hairs, or sometimes one or two joints 
are lobed or dilated. 

Key to the (icnera of Ag^rypnides. 

1. Th(* tarsi arc* simple. 2 

h/. Joints 1 to 4 of the tarsi are strongly dilated, flatly depressed, and at 

apex cniarRituite . . t'ricrcs 

\h. Apex of first joint of tarsi strongly, the remainder lesi stronply, dilated I'srudolacon 

2. The antennal furrows reach up to the anterior legs .. 

2a. The antennal furrows do not roach u]> t<i the anterior legs 5 

3. The 3rd joint of antennae is shorter than the 4th. or if quiio as long, 

in this case at least narrower than the latter. I'he pronotum is 
m«)re or less arched, the cafina of the posterior angles extends 
upwards and parallel t«» the lateral margins Agrypnas 

5. The antennae long and more or less pc‘Ctinato .. Ifoniocnlacon 

Sa. The antennae shtirt and not i)cctinate .. 0 

6. Elytra at the base strongly contracted, on the shoulders oi^lKiiiel) 

truncate, the cpipleurac not twice as long as wide .. Myrmodcs 

(hi Elytra at the shoulders rounded or angular, the epipleurae tnore than 

twice as long as wide .. .. .. .. .. /Mmu 

Genus LA<'t)X. 

1'his f^entis has a worbbwidc divStribuiion and is largely represented in 
Australia. It may be distinguished by the followitig characteristics: The 
mandibles are bifid or dentate on the inside; the apical joint of the palpi is 
securiform. The antennae are short, the first joint is large and somewhat bent, 
the second and third small, the third sometimes somewhat shorter than the 
second, the following are triangular, the last at the apex truncate* or emarginate. 
I'he pronotum may be more or less flat or yet strongly arched, ustially wider 
than long or as long as wide, and sometimes it may he even longer than wide; 
the appeartince, at first glance, of the relative length and breadth of the ])ronotum 
is very deceptive, usually it will appear to be longer than wide, hut on actual 
measurements it may prove to be only as long as wide or (‘ven slightly wider than 
long. The elytra are wide and comparatively short, at the sides i)arallel, or 
dilated in, or before, the middle; usually punctate-striate or with seriate 
punctures. The antennal furrows on the prosternimi only reacli to the middle; 
the sides of the pro- and nictasternum have sometimes sharply defined or slightly 
distinct tarsal furrows; at the base of the pro]>leurae there is frequently a deep 
transverse furrow for the reception of the anterior femur. 'Idle legs are 
moderately long, the femora and the tibiae tisiially of ecpial length, d'hc insects 
comprising this genus may be divided into four sections. The first, having the 
pro- aud metasternum furnished with deep, sharply ilefmed tarsal furrows, 
as with L. calighwsus, (iucr.; the second section, to wdiich L. soclus, Cand., 
belongs, has the prosternum only with deep, sharply defined tarsal {urrow\s, and 
the melaslcrnum with ill-defined furrow^s, or even entirelv absent; the third has 
the pro- and metasternnni, or the prosternimi only, with distinct, hut not deep 
and shaq^ly defined tarsal furrows, of wdiich L. assus, C'and., is an example; 
and the fourth section is without tarsal furrow s on the prosternum, or, if present, 
so ill-defined as to b^ almost indiscernible, this last section is represented by 
L. variahilLs, ( and. 

Synonomy. 

L. (jayndahensis, Mvic\.z^L, assus, Cand. 

L, sqnalcscc^s, Blackb.=:/^. marmoratUs^, Cand. 

L. bimaculatiis, Schwarz=:iL. dufylex, Hlackb. 

L. adclaidae, Blackb.:=:L, carinulaius, Cand. 

Lacon CAUGiNosus, Gucrin. 

Hab, —New^ South Wales; Victoria; Soutli Australia; Tasmania. 
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Lacon LATicoLLis, Cand. 

The posterior angles of the pronotiim inside are lightly, but distinctly, 
carinate; a characteristic not mentioned by the author. 

Hab, —Victoria; South Australia (Kangaroo Island); Western Australia. 

Lacon ursultts, Cand. 

"J'his species is variable in size, specimens before me range from ^ mm. to 
13*5 mm. in length. 

Hab ,—New South Wales; Victoria; South Australia. 

Lacon socjits, Cand. 

A specimen from the Endeavour River, Queensland, agrees very well with 
the author’s description of this species, and has the posterior angles of the 
pronotum rectangular. A specimen in the South Australian Museum, however, 
determined by Candeze as socius, has not the posterior angles of the pronotum 
rectangular. The latter specimen has the sides of the pronotum, in front of 
the posterior angles, lightly sinuated, and from the bottom of this sinuation are 
continued rectilinearly in an oblique direction downwards, which gives the angles 
the appearance of being widely and obliquely truncated. The interstices on the 
elytra have two rows of punctures, much smaller than those in the striae, very 
distinct near the base and in the middle, but almost obsolete on the posterior 
third. 

Lacon farinensis, Blackb. 

Hah .—South Australia (ParachiJna); New South Wales (Broken Hill). 

Lacon mansuetus, Blackb. 

'1 his .species is very variable in colour, ranging from a dark brownish-black 
to a tawny titU. I'he pronotum has two more or less distinct subbasal round 
foveae, situated one on each .side of the faintly defined longitudinal median 
furrow, midway between the latter and the lateral margins. . In general appear¬ 
ance it closely resembles L. granulatus, Mad., but can be easily distinguished 
from that species by the base of the pronotum being much less deeply emarginate, 
the posterior part of the elytra more widely rounded, the punctures on the 
pronotum larger and not granulated in appearance. 

Lacon AvSSUs, Cand. 

L. gayndahensis, Mad. 

Macleay’s species is undoubtedly conspecific with assus, and must now be 
regarded as a synonym of the latter. The author in his description of 
gayndahensis said that the prothorax is “longer than the width,” but this is so 
only in appearance; by careful measurement the width proves to be barely greater 
than the length. Some specimens have the tuberculate prominence within the 
posterior angles of the pronotum more conspicuous than on others, whilst on 
some it is barely di.sccrnible. Length, 13 mm. to 16*5 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland; New South Wales. 

Lacon costipennis, Germ. 

This species is very variable both in colour and size, the former ranges 
from a dark brown to a tawny colour, on some specimens the pronotum is dark 
brown and the elytra a reddish-brown, also in xxxmy instances the posterior angles 
of the pronotum are reddish; when abraded this insect has a distinct nitid 
appearance. The size varies from 6*5 mm. to 10*25 mm. in length, 

Hab. —Victoria; South Australia; Kangaroo Island; Western Australia. 
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Lacon LACRVMosi^s. Cancl. 

Sonic specimens arc much paler than the typical form, heinjr of a reclclish- 
brown, althoiij^h probably this may be due to immalurily. On fresh specimens 
the clothing is slightly of a motUccl appearance, due to whitish scales being 
interspersed among the dark ones, especially is this noticeabh* on the pronotnm 
and the elongate tubercles on the posterior part ^of the elytra 'Phe posterior 
angles of the pronotum, on many specimens, arc of a distinct reddish colour. 
'I'his in.sect, as with L. costipenuis, (k‘rm.. to which it is closely allied, has a nitid 
appearance when abraded, 1'he length varies from 5*5 nini to 7*5 mm. 

f/a/).***-South Australia. 

Lacon linoknsis, Rlackh. 

'Phis species is very close to L. lacr\mosus, ( and., and of which, probably, 
it is only a variety, 

Lacon r.iiTTATtTs, Cand. 

Ck)scly allied t(j L, plrtipcntus, Cand., and of vvliicb, probably, it is only a 
variety. The size varies from 6 mm. to 8 mm. in length. 

Hah. —Victoria; South Australia. 

IvAcon mttrram:nsis. Blackb 

The only distinction, apparently, between this s])ecies and L (luttafus, ( and., 
and L. pictipcuuis, C'and., is that of its colour For the present I am regarding 
these as three separate species, although 1 believe evenluall\ lhc\ will prove to 
be but one variable species. 

Lacon porrici nosits. t.and. 

The author in his description of this specie^ does not mention anything 
about the puncturation of the interstices on the elytra. The specimens determined 
by me as porritfinosus have the interstices strongly and closely punctured, the 
punctures being only slightly smalkr than those in the striae. 1'he colour is 
variable, some specimens being of a much lighter brown than others. The length 
varies from 8*5 mm. to 11 mm. 

Hah.— North-west Australia; North Oueeiisland. 

Lacon marmoratws. Land. 

L. squalcscens, lUackb. 

I have examined a cotype of L. sqiialcsccns, Blackh , which is in the South 
Australian Museum, and it is undoubtedly the above species, of which Mr. Lea 
has specimens in his collections determined by Candeze. It is a somewhat 
variable species, the colour of some being a much lighter brown than others; 
the longitudinal furrow on the pronotum is very finely impressed, whilst on 
several specimens it is almost obsolete. 'J'he length varies from 7*5 mm. to 
10-5 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland; New South Wales. 

I.ACON vTCTORi\K, Land, 

Hab. —Queensland; New South Wales; Victoria; South Australia; Tas 
mania, 

Lacon dupkkx, Hlackb, 

L. himaculatiis, Schwarz, 

The species described by Schwarz as bintaculaius is, apparently, the same 
as that described by Blackburn as duplex; the former must now be regarded 
as'a synonym of the latter. 

Hab .—New South Wales; Victoria; South Australia. 
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Lacun cASTEi.NAUi, Caiicl. 

Thr tarsal furrows on the prostemum are clearly indicated, but are neither 
deep nor sharply defined; those on the metastemum are almost obsolete. 

l^coN sctn.PTUs, Cand. 

}Iah. —Queensland; New South Wales; Victoria. 

Lacon DiVAfticATus. Cancl. 

Hah, —Queensland; New South Wales; Victoria; South Australia. 

Lacon uranulatus, Mad. 

On one .specimen the dark scales on the pronotum are interspersed with 
whitish ones, and forming four more or le.ss distinct maculae. The pronotum, 
by mea.surenient, is about as long as wide and not “much longer than the width** 
as stated by the author, although, in appearance the length seems to be greater 
than the width. On the pronotum there are two small, shallow foveac, situated 
one on each side, and near to the almost obsolete longitudinal furrow, and just 
in front of the base. The antennae, anterior margins and posterior angles of 
the pronotum are more or less reddish. The prostemum has somewhat distinct 
tarsal furrows and those on the metasternum almost obsolete. 

Lacon uubout.ayi, Cand 

'Phe insect which 1 have determined as the above species differs from the 
typical form m size, its measurements being 19 mm. long and 7*5 umi. wide, 
and, in addition, a moderately wide, shallow, tarsal depression is distinctly visible 
on the prosternum; in all other respects it agrees very well with the author’s 
description. 

Lacon frinckps, Cand. 

"I'wo specimens from Coen Kiver, Queensland, are smaller than the typical 
form, one is only 20 mm. in length and the other 22 mm. 

Lacon oiimrs. Cand. 

A specimen from the Northern Territory only measures 17*5 mm. in length. 

• Lacon crassus, Cand. 

There is a single specimen before me from Queensland which agrees very 
well with the author's description, except that there is a more or less distinct, 
short, shallow tarsal depression on the prosternum. 

I^coN VARiABiLis, Cand. 

This species, as its name implies, is indeed very variable, and is commonly 
distributed over the whole of Australia and 1'asmania. On some specimens, 
particularly with the male, the tarsal depresaion is more or less visible, whilst on 
others it is entirely absent; the sculpture of the elytra also shows a certain 
amount of variability, the alternate interstices being more conspicuously elevated 
on some specimens than on others; the length varies from 7*5 mm. to 14*5 mm. 
A careful comparison of the type of L. yilgarncnsis, Blackb., with a series of the 
above species would probably reveal it to be only a variety of variabilis, of which 
the latter, having a wide distribution, is variable inter se. The present location 
of the type of yilgarncnsis is unknown to the author, who considers it desirable 
for the present that these two species should be considered as separate until such 
tiiue that Blackburn's type can be examined. Apparently the only distinction 
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between these two insects is that yilgarnensis has the margins of the pronotum 
less flattened and the tarsal furrows on the prosternuni more conspicuous. 

Lacon jncultus. Mad. 

Hab, —North-wcsl Australia; Northern 1'erritorv 
Lacon PLEUKhricus. C'ancl. 

This species has a moderately wide, shallow depres'^ion on the prosternuni 
for the reception of the tarsi. On the inside of the posterior anj^les, close to 
the lateral margins, is a very fine, but nevertheless distinct, canna. The inter¬ 
stices of the elytra have each two rows of punctures, much fmcM* than those in 
the striae, and the alternate striae are each more densely si|uamose than the 
others. 

Lacon vauiolcs, ( and. 

1'hc tarsal furrows on the metasternuni arc almost as distinct as those on 
the prosternuni. 'The interstices of the elytra near the suture are moderately 
wide and flat and, inter sc, etjual; towards the lateral mr'Ln»iiis they are more 
narrow and costate, the inter.stices near suture have each two rows of punctures, 
smaller than those in striae, 

Lacon gkminatcs, Land 

Specimens from King River, Northern 1'erritory, agn^e vei\ well with the 
author’s de.scriplion, except that they are much smaller and variable in size, the 
.smallest being 10 mm., and the largest 13 mm., in length. 

Lacon carinui.atus, Cand. 

L, adclaidae, IMackb. 

On a large number of specimens examined by me there are to be seen two 
more or less distinct round foveae on the pronotum, oik* on each side of the 
longitudinal furrow, just in front of the base, and about midway between the 
former and the lateral margins; a’characteristic not mentioned by either of the 
above authors. The elytral sculpture of this insect varies considerably, on some 
forms the alternate interstices are more elevated than on otheis, agreeing well 
with what Candeze wrote, “les intcrvalics impairs eleves en forme de petites 
cotes netlement saillantes.*' In the series before me there are to be found also 
specimens agreeing with what Blackburn wrote about adclaidac, “the alternate 
interstices of its elytra by no means .strongly carinate* "Phe intermediate 
stages between these two forms are also before me, so that I feel convinced the 
insect described by Blackburn as addaidae is the same .s])ecie> as that described 
by Candoze as carinnlatus. The length varies from 5v5 mm. to 7*5 mm. 

Hob .—South Australia; Victoria. 

Lacon pla(Uatus. c'and. 

There are a number of specimens before me which undoubtedly appear to 
be this species. The colour of the body, on both the dorsal and ventral surfaces, 
is dark brown, with the exception of the posterior angles of the pronotum, 
which are sometimes strongly diluted with red; the antennae and legs are 
testaceous, the latter ^somewhat darker than the former, 'fhe posterior angles 
of the pronotum are acute and with a more or less distinct, fine carina on each 
near the outer margin; the punctures in the striae are almost round, those of 
the interstices also round but smaller. l.A!ngth, 7 mm. to ^*5 mm.; width* 
2-.S mm. to 3*75 mm. 
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Hah, —North-west Australia (Derby); Northern Territory (Daly River); 
Queensland (Cairns. Coen River, Cunnamulla, Normanton, Stewart River); 
South Australia (Oodnadatta). , 

Lacon perplexuB, n. sp. 

Wide, moderately convex; subnitid; reddish-brown, pronotum and head 
slightly darker, antennae and epipleurae of elytra reddish; moderately thickly 
clothed with yellow squamose 4iairs. Head flat, with a small shallow depression 
near the top; punctures concealed by the clothing. Pronotum transversely 
gibbous behind the middle, wider than long, sides roundly contracted on the 
anterior third, thence straight to the base, which is subtriincate. posterior angles 
rectangular and very finely carinate; with closely placed, moderately large, 
sieve-like punctures, becoming smaller and more crowded near the margins. 
Scutellum almost round with a few large punctures. Elytra of the same width 
as pronotum at the base and barely twice its length, sides almost parallel to 
beyond the middle then roundly narrowed to apex, slightly flattened in the 
middle near suture; punctate-striate, the punctures in striae large and more or 
less oblong in shape, the interstices flat and very finely punctured. IVosternum 
with deep, shaqrfy defined furrows for the reception of tarsi, metasternum with 
very shallow and wide depressions. Length, 10-14*5 mm.; width, 4*25-5*5 mm. 

Hah, —North-west Australia: Forrest River (W. Crawshaw), Hammer.sley 
Range (W. D. Dodd), Wyndham (W. Crawshaw); Northern Territory: Port 
Darwin, 1'ype in author’s collection. 

The longitudinal furrow on the posterior part of the pronotum is not quite 
deep enough to divide the transverse gibbosity; the punctures in the elytral .striae 
are much larger near the lateral margins tlian elsewhere, and those on the inter¬ 
stices more distinct near the base. The spccinKin from l^ort Darwin differs from 
the typical form in being of a uniform dark brown. Very close to L, socius, 
Cand., but wider in proportion to length, more nitid, and with the punctures in 
the elytral striae larger. Distingui.shed from L. incuttus, Mad, by being pro¬ 
portionately broader and with the interstices on the elytra wider, 
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Lacon impreaaicollis. n. sp. 

Moderately flat and wide; of a uniform dark brown with the antennae, 
palpi, posterior angles of prothorax, scutellum, epipleurae of elytra and legs 
reddish; densely clothed with very small, light-brown scales. Under surface 
brown, diluted with red and less densely clothed than upper surface. Head 
moderately flat and lightly impressed in the middle near the top; with dense, 
not large, rugose punctures. Pronotum wider than long, the sides roundly 
contracted on the anterior third, thence straight to the base, which is sub¬ 
truncate ; posterior angles rectangular, and almost imperceptibly carinate, 
depressed inside the anterior and posterior angles; longitudinally impressed in 
the middle, and with two distinct, round subbasal depressions, one on each side 
of the longitudinal furrow; densely covered with moderately small, round 
punctures. Scutellum almost round, slightly convex, and minutely punctured. 
Elytra as wide as pronotum at the base and less than twice the lenrth of the 
latter; sides straight and almost parallel to just beyond the middle, thence 
strongly, njundly narrowed to apex; somewhat flattened on top near the suture; 
punctate-striate, the punctures in striae moderately large and deep, the alternate 
interstices wider and more elevated, minutely punctured. Prosternum with 
moderately deep, but not sharply defined, tarsal furrows. Length, 6*75-8'5 mm.; 
width, 3-375 mm. 

Hot.—^'fasmania: George Town. Ben IvOmond (4,000 feet), Type in South 
Australian Museum. 
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In form somewhat resembling L. laticollis, Cand., but with the pronotum 
less convex, the elytra sculptured differently, and the tarsal furrows on the 
prosternum not sharply defined. Allied to L. sculptus, (and., but easily dis¬ 
tinguished by the shape of its pronotum, the punctures of which are much 
smaller, the upper surface more densely covered with scales and with the 
sculpture of the elytra different. 

Lacon validus, n. sp. 

Thick, convex; subopaque; dark brown with the antennae (basal joint 
excepted), tibiae and tarsi reddish; moderately dcnsel> clothed w’ith gri.scous- 
yellow, squamose hairs, on parts of elytra more thickly arranged and forming 
patches. Under surface same colour as upper, densely and uniformly clothed 
with very small pale scales. Head with surface very uneven and thickly covered 
with rather large punctures. Pronotum wider than long, transversely gibbose 
behind the middle, and with an indistinct longitudinal furrow posteriorly, sides 
roundly contracted on the anterior third and sinuate in front of the posterior 
angles, finely creiiulate; posterior angles moderately large, slightly divergent, 
and widely and obliquely truncated, indistinctly carinate; impressed inside the 
anterior and posterior angles, the latter more deeply than the former; closely 
covered with rather large punctures, becoming smaller near the margins, 
Scutelluin pentagonal, slightly concave and acuminate behind. Elytra as wide 
as pronotum and slightly more than twice its length, sides barely perceptibly 
dilated near the middle, then roundly contracted to apex; punctate-striate, the 
punctures in striae moderately large and almost round, the interstices wide and 
flat, each wnth two rows of punctures which are smaller and more shallow than 
those in striae. Prosternum and metasternum with wide, shallow tarsal 
depressions, those on the former much more distinct than those on the latter. 
Length, 13-15 mm.; wndth, 5-5*5 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Ho wen (A. Simson). Type in South Australian 
Museum. 

'riie clothing is more patchy on the posterior part of the elytra than else¬ 
where and arranged so as to form two or three more or less distinct fasciae; 
the head has three or four large depressions which give its surface a very uneven 
appearance, also slightly granulated on the vertex; the interstices of the elytra 
are distinctly granulated near the base. Distinguished from L. crassnSf Cand., 
by the patchy appearance of the clothing on the elytra, the uneven surface of the 
head, and the prosternum with distinct tarsal impressions. 

Lacon productus, n. sp. 

Elongate, moderately convex; subopaque; reddish-brown w ith the antennae, 
posterior angles of prothorax, scutelluin and legs more reddish; moderately 
densely clothed with short, yellowish-grey, squamose liairs Under surface 
somewhat paler than upper and similarly clothed. Head triangularly impressed 
in the middle, and with closely arranged, rather small punctures. Pronotum 
about as long as wide, sides roundly contracted on the anterior fourth, thence 
Straight to the base which is subtruncate; transversely gibbose behind the middle 
and with the gibbosity feebly divided by a shallow^ longitudinal furrow which 
extends almost the whole length of the pronotum; posterior angles almost 
rectangular and very feebly carinate; wdlh moderately dense, small; round 
punctures, smaller and more crowded near the sides. Stutellum vaguely 
pentagonal, more or less rounded posteriorly, slightly concave and feebly punc¬ 
tured. Elytra as wide as pronotum and about two and a half times as long, 
sides parallel to beyond the middle then roundly contracted to apex; punctate- 
striatei the inside striae with small round punctures, those of the outer ones 
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much larger and more or less quadratic, the interstices rather wide and flat, 
minutely punctured. Prostemum with sliallow, but nevertheless distinct, tarsal 
depressions. Length, 9 mm.; width, 3 mm. 

"Hab .—Northern Territory: Darwin (W. K. Hunt). Type in South 
Australian Museum. 

ITie clothing on the elytra is arranged in double rows on each of the inter¬ 
stices; the sides of the pronotum in front of the posterior angles are not at all 
sinuate. In general appearance somewhat resembling L. ralu/wosus, Guer., 
but smaller, more convex, and with the sculpture of the elytra and tarsal furrows 
different. 

Lacon orthoderus, u. sp. 

Elongate, narrow, convex: brown, in parts feebly diluted witli red, the greater 
portion of head, antennae, and parts of the legs reddish; moderately densely 
clothed with pale griseous. acuminate scales. Under surface somewhat more 
reddish than above and similarly clothed. Head widely and somewhat deeply 
impressed in the middle, closely and rugosely punctured. Pronotum longer than 
wide, evenly convex, with a feeble, longitudinal, median furrow on the posterior 
half; sides on the anterior fourth roundly and feebly contracted, thence straight 
and parallel to the base, which is widely sinuate, lateral margins slightly crenulate; 
anterior and posterior angles lightly impressed on the inside, the latter subacute 
and produced backwards. Scutellum almost round, closely and finely punctured. 
Elytra as wide as pronotum and about twice the length, sides parallel to near 
the middle, then roundly contracted to apex; punctate-striate, the punctures in 
.striae very dense and small, the interstices’not wide, flat, and minutely punctureil 
and granulate. Prosternum without tarsal depressions. I,ength, /’S mm ; 
width, 2 mm. 

I/ab .—Northern Territory (Hlackbum’a collection). Type in South 
Australian Mu.seum. 

The pronotum is evenly convex and not transversely gibbose, as is the case 
with most of the convex species of this genus; easily distinguished by the 
sculpture of the elytra. Near L. productus, Elston, but mqre slender, without 
tarsal depressions on the prostemum and the punctures smaller and more 
crowded. 

Lacon scopulosus, n. sp. 

Thick; subopaque; dark brown, with the antennae and legs a reddish-brown; 
moderately densely clothed with whitish-grey scales, on parts of the elytra .some¬ 
what more densely arranged and of a more whitish colour, which gives it a 
mottled appearance. Under surface same colour as above and moderately 
densely clothed with pale scales. Head almost semi-circular and flat with a 
shallow depression in the centre; closely punctured and distinctly granulated. 
Pronotum wider than long, transversely gibbose behind the middle, sides crenulate 
^d abruptly contracted on the anterior third, thence straight to the base, which 
‘is almost straight; posterior angles subrectangular with the apex obliquely 
truncated; with small, closely arranged, subrugose punctures. Scutellum almost 
round and more or less concave. Elytra barely perceptibly wider than pronotum 
and about tw.ice the length of the latter, evenly convex, sides very slightly dilated 
near the middle, then rotmdly contracted to apex; rather deeply punctate-striate, 
the interstices not wide, more or less flat, and on the basal half distinctly granu¬ 
lated. 'Prostemum with short, vetT indistinct, tarsal furrows. Length, 5-5’5 
mm.; width, 2 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Coen River (W. D. Dodd); Endeavour River. Type 
in South Australian Museiun. 

A small, thick, and very dstinct species, irith the clothiitt denser at the bnse 
and more patchy on the posterior part of elytra. Tlae ^tra, in parts, arc 
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sometimes diluted with red and with the |X)sterior angles of the pronotum more or 
less reddish; the sides of the pronotum in front are almost rectilinearly con¬ 
tracted and the longitudinal furrow in the middle, which is tjsually present on 
species of this genus, is absent. A smaller si>ecies than L. piuguis, Cand,, the 
clothing different and with the posterior angles of the pronotum truncated. 

Lacon adust us, n. sp. 

Moderately thick; convex; subopa<)ue; brownt in parts dilittcd with red. 
with antennae and legs reddish; rather densely clothed with tauny, s(|uainose 
hairs, more densely arranged in parts and forming patches. IhidcM- surface 
Cf)nvex; subnitid; reddish-brown and somewhat densely and evenly covered with 
testaceous squamose hairs. Head wddely and rather deeply depressed in the 
middle; closely, deeply, and somewhat rugoscly punctured. Pronotum wider 
than long, transversely gibbose behind the middle, more or less narrowly flattened 
inside the lateral margins which arc cretiulate; without a longitudinal furrow in 
the middle, sides somewhat abruptly contracted on the anterior third and from 
thence to the base almost straight, slightly sinuate in front of the i)osterior angles, 
which are widely and obliquely truncated on the outside, acuminate at the apex 
and carinate, the carina continued up to about the anterior third and forming a 
double edge; with moderately large, deep, and closely placed punctures, becoming 
smallcT and somev/hat more crowded near the margins. Scutellum pentagonal, 
acuminate behind and convex. Elytra slightly wicler than base of pronotum 
and a little more than twice the length of the latter, evenly convex, sides some¬ 
what dilated near the middle, then gradually and roundly contracted to apex; 
punctate-striatc, the punctures in striae more or less rectangular, the interstices 
flat and even, minutely punctured and tuherculatc near the base. Prostornum 
with shallow, more or less distinctly visible, tarsal furrows. Length, 8-12 mm.; 
width, 3-S mm. 

Hab. —^Queensland: Cairns (A. M. Lea), Coen River, Stewart River (W. 
D. Dodd, Townsville (N. B. Tindalc), Malanda (Dr. K. Mjoberg). Type in 
South Australian Museum. 

On some specimens the epiplcurac of the elytra are reddish; there is no 
longitudinal furrow on the middle of the pronotum. or at the most only barely 
perceptible on the basal part; the carina begins from the top of the truncation of 
the posterior angles of the pronotum and extends upwards to about the anterior 
third, forming a more or less distinct double margin. Five specimens (Cairns [2] 
and 'Malanda (3]) differ from the typical form by having the clothing much 
brighter; the .squamosc patches on the elytra are more or less golden and those 
on the prothorax silvery. In general appearance it closely resembles L. 
marmorati^s, Cand., but distinguished from that species by not having the pro¬ 
notum longitudinally furrowed in the middle, the interstices on the elytra more 
finely punctured and distinctly granulate near the base. 

Lacon submarmoratus, n. sp. 

Elongate; moderately convex; vsubopaqiie; ferruginous with blackish 
patches; antennae, posterior angles of pronotum. epipleurae and legs a clearer 
ted; moderately densely clothed with testaceous .squamose hairs, more densely 
Arranged on parts of elytra and pronotum and forming patches. Under surface 
of a more uniform ferrurinous and with clothing similar to wper surface but 
more densely arranged., >lead almost circular, with a large flat depression in 
the centre; somewhat coarsely punctured, the punctures more or less concealed 
by the clothing. Pronotum snim^ly longer than wide, base narrower than width 
at thfc anterior thirds from the latter place abruptly, strongly, and rectilinearly 
contracted to anterior margin, lateral margins behind almost .straight, very 
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slightly sinuate in front of the posterior angles, which are widely and obliquely 
truncated; lateral margins inside rather widely flattened, the longitudinal furrow 
just barely visible on the posterior half; closely covered with moderately large 
round punctures. Elytra as wide as pronotum and about two and a half times 
as long, sides almost parallel front base to middle and from thence gradually, 
roundly contracted to apex; punctate-striate, the punctures in striae rather small 
and rectangular, but booming larger towards lateral margins, the interstices 
almost flat and with minute punctures, which are concealed by the clothing, 
distinctly granulate on the‘*t>asal third. Prosternum with shallow, not very 
distinctly defined tarsal depressions. length, 9-11 mm.; width, 2‘75-3'75 mm. 

Hab. —Queensland: Cairns (A. M. Lea). Type in South Australian 
Museum. 

The antennae are comparatively long, almost reaching to the base of the 
pronotum; the elytra are much attenuated po.steriorly. The scales on the latter 
are arranged in longitudinal rows and in parts more densely placed so as to 
form patches, particularly on the posterior half; the clothing on the pronotum 
is also irregular and so arranged as to appear in parts like guttae. 'I'his specie.s 
is very close to L. marmoratus, Cand., but more elongate, antennae longer, 
pronotum rectilinearly contracted in front, with the lateral margins not crenuTate 
and more widely flattened inside, and with the tansal furrows on the prosternum 
not so strongly and clearly impressed. 

Lacon applanatu^, n. sp. 

Elongate; rather flat ,* subnitid; upper surface dark brown with the antennae, 
palpi, legs, and posterior angles of pronotum reddish; moderately densely clothed 
with minute testaceous scales, which are' seriate on el3rtra. Under surface sante 
colour as upper but with the gula more or less reddish and the abdomen in parts 
diluted with red; somewhat densely clothed with small testaceous scales, more 
conspicuous than those on the upper surface. Head with three large depressions; 
densely covered with very small rugose punctures. Pronotum about as long as 
wide, lightly convex, abruptly and almost rectilinearly contracted from about 
the anterior fourth to base, from thence straight to posterior angles, in front of 
the latter slightly sinuate, sides not crenulate, the longitudinal furrow rather 
vague, the posterior angles almost imperceptibly produced backwards, the outer 
margin curved and slightly rounded off at the apex, with a very fine, but never¬ 
theless distincf, carina; closely covered with small, round punctures. Scutellum 
small, truncate in tront ana rounded behind, minutely and rugosely punctured. 
Elytra as wide as pronotum and a little more than twice as long, aimost flat on 
the middle with a narrow margin at the sides gently sloping, lateral margins 
vaguely dilated near the-middle, from the posterior third gradually and roundly 
contracted to apex; punctate-striate, the punctures in rows moderately large and 
round, the interstices with densely placed punctures, a little smaller than those 
III striae, the alternate ones slightly elevated. 1 he tarsal furrows on prosternum 
are almost indiscernible. l.ength, 8-11 mm,; width, 2*5-3’5 mm.- 

Hab. —Western Australia, type in author’s collection. 

Ihe pronotum of this species is much more nitid than the elytra, and on 
some specimens the latter has a narrow margin at the suture and the sides of a 
more or less reddish tint; the fifth interstice of the elytw is distinctly more 
elevated than the others. It differs from L. monachus, Cand., by not havirig 
the posterior angles of the pronotum acuminate, more nitid and more depressed. 

Lacon conapidandtia, n. ap. 

Moderately thick; subopaque; dark brown, with the antennae, palpi, and 
parts of the legs ferruginous; somewhat thickly clothed with short, acuminate, 
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testaceous scales. Face with a large, shallow, triangular depression in ihe 
middle, the apex of which touches the anterior margin of the pronotuni; closely 
and somewhat rugosely punctured. Pronotum longer than wide, convex, sides 
curved and much constricted in front of the posterior angles, which are 
strongly produced backwards, obtusely pointed at the apex and distinctly carinate; 
median longitudinal line feebly marked, with two rather large, deep, round foveae 
in front of the middle, and two less distinct ones in front of the base, situated 
two on each side of the median line and midway *l>etwcen the latter and the 
lateral margins; closely covered with rather large and almost round punctures. 
Scutellum flat, more or less rounded posteriorly and lightly punctured in the 
middle. Elytra at the base much narrower than ]>ronotnm and less than twice 
the length of the latter, the sides at the anterior fifth a])ruptly dilated from the 
base, from thence to just beyond the middle almost ])a!aHel, tlien suddenly 
contracted to apex; the top, between the fifth suture on each elytron, slightly 
depressed; punctate-striate, the punctures in striae large and round, but becoming 
much .smaller postcritmly; the interstices sparsely covered witii minute punctures, 
which are concealed by the clothing, the fifth and seventh distinctly elevjited. the 
remainder more or less flat. Prosternum without any distinct tarsal impressions. 
Length. 12-LV5 mm.; width, 4-4*5 mm. 

Hah ,—Northern Territory: King River. 1 ype in .South \uslralian 
Museum, 

A very di.stinct and unlike any previously described species , it is easily 
distinguished by the unusual shape of the pronotum and elytra, the former by 
its strongly produced posterior angles and the two conspicuous foveae near the 
middle, and the latter by having the anterior fifth and the posterior third abruptly 
contracted. 

Lacon commutabilia, n sp. 

Moderately thick; subopaque; dark hroyvn, with antennae and mouth jiarts 
a pale, and the legs a darker ferruginous; moderately densely clothed with pale, 
squamose hairs. Under surface more densely clothed, of the same colour as 
upper, and yvith shorter and more depressed scales, h'ace almost semicircular 
and slightly depressed on the anterior part; somewhat deeply and closely punc¬ 
tured. IVonotum about as wide as long, evenly convex, sides roundly contracted 
on the anterior third and from the middle gradually contracted to near base; 
posterior angles rather strongly divergent and produced backwards, obtusely 
pointed, finely carinate, the carina extended along the sides up to the base of the 
anterior angles and forming a more or less distinct double edge to the margins; 
the longitudinal median furrow almost obsolete, only on the posterior half barely 
visible; on the middle with rather closely placed, large, round punctures, but 
becoming smaller and denser towards margins. Sculellum truncate in from and 
rounded behind, slightly concave in the middle with a few moderately large punc¬ 
tures. Elytra at base barely as wide as pronotum between apices of posterior angles 
slightly depressed near suture, humeral angles rounded, sides almost straight and 
parallel to beyond middle then gradually and roundly contracted to apex; 
punctate-striate, the punctures in striae clongalely rectangular, those in the striae 
near suture much smaller than those near lateral margins; interstices moderately 
wide and flat, minutely punctured and very finely transversely rugose. Pro- 
atemum without distinct tarsal furrows. Length, 14*5-18 mm.; width, 
5-6*25 mm. 

//a&,*-Northern Territory; Port Darwin (W, K. Hunt, coll, of Ur. E. W, 
VtTjpx^on); North-west Australia: Derby (W. D. Dodd), Noonkanbah (Dr. E 
Mjoberg). Type in authors collection. 

» This species is variable in size and with some the colour is a more reddish- 
broi^n4lian the typical form; the posterior angles of the pronotum are more or 
less reddish and at the apex are not sharply truncated but somewhat rounded. 
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Lacon arbitrariua, n. sp. 

Not thick; subnitid; ferruginous, with the epipleurae and parts of the under 
surface paler; moderately densely clothed with snort, pale, squamose hairs. Face 
almost nat with a small shallow depression near the centre and with small, 
densely arranged punctures. Pronotum about as wide as long, evenly convex, 
sides rounded, sinuate in front of the posterior angles, which are slightly divergent 
and produced backwards, acute and very finely carinate, the carina continued up 
to the anterior angles and Terming a more or less distinct double margin; with 
round punctures, not large, less crowded in the middle than at the sides 
Scutellum pentagonal, anterior margin lightly emarginatc, posterior obtusely 
angled, middle concave with a few round punctures more or les.s concealed by 
the clothing. Elytra at base as wide as pronotum and a little more than twice as 
long, slightly flattened on top near suture, sides almost straight and parallel to 
beyond middle, then gradually roundly contracted to apex; punctate-striate, the 
])unctures in striae modtrately large, deep, and a’most round, the interstices 
rather wide, flat, and minutely punctured. 'I'arsal furrows on prosternnm very 
shallow l.ength, 10‘5-13'5 mm.; width, 3’S-4’5 mm. 

Hab. —North-west Australia* Derby, Kimberley district (Dr. K. Mjoberg) 
Type in author’s collection 

Two specimens arc paler than the typical form and have the anterior margin 
of the pronotum, base of elytra, and margins of scutellum more or less infuscated. 
This specie.s closely resembles L. comWHtohtUs, Elston, from which it can be dis¬ 
tinguished by its smaller size, punctures on pronotum more scattered and smaller 
and, chiefly, by the different shape of the posterior angles of the pronotum. which 
arc much smaller and acute. 

Lacon bigoner, n. sp. 

Moderately thick; not opaque; dark reddish-brown, with the antennae, 
posterior angles of pronotum and legs ferruginous; moderately densely clothed 
with acuminate, testaceous, squamose Itairs. Under surface same colour as upper 
but with the epipleurae more or less reddish; rather densely clothed with short, 
depressed, testaceous, acuminate and squamose hairs. Surface of head somewhat 
uneven; deeply and closely punctured. Pronotum about as wide as long, rather 
strongly convex and transversely ridged behind the middle, the posterior half with 
a feebly impressed longitudinal furrow, sides on the anterior third roundly con- 
tiacted, near the middle rather stronglv curved and sinuate in front of the posterior 
angles, which are acute, slightly divergent and produced backwards, finely 
carinate, the carina continued upwards to beyond the middle and forming a more 
or less distinct douUe edge to the sides; with densely arranged, large, almost 
round punctures, becoming smaller towards the margin.s. Scutellum truncate in 
front, almost rounded behind, and with the lateral margins concave; with a few 
small punctures in the centre. Elytra as wide as pronotum and about twice as 
long, convex but flattened near suture, humeral angles obtusely pointed, sides near 
middle slightly dilated; punctate-striate, the punctures in rows moderately large, 
deep and almost round, the interstices rathgf narrow and almost flat, minutely 
punctured, 'i'arsal digressions on prostemum barely discernible. I.«ngth, 
1(>13 mm ; width, 4~4v5 mm, 

/fab.--Northern Territory; Port Darwin (W, K. Hunt). Type in South 
Australian Museum. 

I'he punctures in the first elytral stria are smaller than the others, the flattened 
surface on top extends on each side of the suture to the second stria. T^is 
sfiecies comts between L. rommutahUis, Elston, apd Z* arbitrarius, Elstctn; it 
differs frcmi the former, inter dta, Iqr having fite posjlerior angles of the pronotum 
smaller and more acute, and from the lattw hy the punctures on the pnbnotum 
being laiger and more crowded. 
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NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN CRUSTACEA. 

No. III. 

By Heroert M. Hale. 

(Contribution from the South Australian Museum.) 

(Read September 11, 1924.| 

ISOPODA-VALVIFERA from South Australia 

The number of species of this tribe li.stcd as occurring in Australian waters 
is small, and very few have been recorded from our State. ThcTe is little doubt 
that many forms remain to be collected, for, as remarkid hy Dr. Collinge,^^^ 
'There is no reason to suppose that the South Pacific and Antarctic regions arc 
any poorer in genera and species than the North Pacific and .\retie regions, 
although few have yet been obtained from the former regions ” 

Species of five genera not hitherto noted from Australia arc heuein described. 
In the specific descriptions the seven visible or "free^* segments of the peraeon 
are referred to as the first to seventh segments, and the appendages of these 
somites as |)eraeopods, 

(Iroup I. ASTACILLINKA <•»> 

In 1882 Haswell describe<l Arcturus brevkornis, from New South Wales, 
and A. longicornis, presumed to be from Tasmania; judging from HaswelFs 
figure the former species should be referred to Astacilla. Four years later Bed- 
dard added Arcturus abysskola from oflP North-eastern Australia, etc., and A. 
oculatus, which has been taken in New South Wales and Southern Victoria. 
Whitelegge, in 1904, described five specievS~-/^rrti<rw 5 simplicissimus, A. dentatus, 
A. alcicornis. A, nodosus, and A. serrulatus —dredged by H M.C'.S “Thetis” in 
New South Wales waters. 


Family ASTACILLIDAK. 

Key to Australian (ienera. 

fi. Fourth free peraeon segment much longer than an> of the others 
b. First free peraeon segment not fu-sed with cephalon. Picon coniiiosed 
of two somites, with distinct articulation * 

bb. First free peraeon segment fused with cephalon Pleon composed 
of one somite, the articulations fused, 
f. Antennae very stout, compressed. Anterior four peraeopods stout, 
fiaUeiied, fringed with strong setae .. 
cc. Antennae moderately .st<*ut. Anterior four peracM>pods slender, 
fringed with long, fine hairs .... 

aa. Fourth free peraemi segment not much longer than an> of the others 


ilia 


t*arastaciUa 

Neastat ilia 
.^returns 


Parastacilla, n. gen. 

Form much as in Astacilla, Second antennae raptorial, stout, compressed. 
Maxillipeds moderatelv wide, with five-jointed palp and large epipodite. First 
frea peraeon segment fused with cephalon, the lateral parts expanded downward.s 
and forwards and fused to the infero-lateral portion of the head. Anterior four 
pairs of peraeopods stout, flattened and armed with strong setae. Pleon uni- 
segtnentate, with indistinct indications of three fused sutures. 

Type P, truculenta, n, sp. 

CUnge., Joum. Linn. Soc., Zook, xxxiv., 1918, p. 71. 

* <*> Oknge., he. cit. 
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Key to Species. 

a l\raccm stgrmeiits without large dorsal spines ... _ irmuleHlo 

aa Third and fourth free pcraeuii segments each with a large dorsal spine hakeri 

Parastacilla truculenta, n. sp. 

1 

9. Cephalon subgiobose, dorsaJly tumid; anterior margin deeply excavate, 
very slightly produced medianly. Eyes small, subtriangular. First antennae 
reaching to end of second article of peduncle of second antennae; basal article 
laterally dilated, second twice as long a.s third and equal in length to flagellum, 
which is slender, uniarticulate, and bears sensory appendages at the distal end 
only. Second antennae large, stout, compressed; first article of peduncle very 
small; second shorter than third, which is half as long as fourth; fifth article 
almut one-fifth longer than fourth; flagellum short, less than one-third as long 
as the fifth peduncular segment. Outer lobe of first maxillae capped with nine 
strong spines and one weaker spine. Maxillipeds with pinnate marginal hairs; 



Fig. 1. 

Parastacilla truculenta (4 diams.) a, Dorsal view of cephalon and first three peracon 
segments (4i diaras.); b. dorsal view of pleon (4i diams.); c, fifst antenna (20 diams.); 
d, outer lobe of first maxilla (40 diams.;) e. nuociUipcd (20 diams.); /, a, and h, first, 
fourth, and sixth peraeopods (10 diams.); terminal claws of fifth peraeopod (100 diams.), 

palp not very elongate, composed of five articles; basipodite shorter than first 
three articles of palp together, the inner lobe short, not reaching to end of second 
article of palp and with a row of stiff, pinnate hairs on the almost straight distal 
margin; cpipodile longer and wider than the palp. Peraeon cylindrical, the 
surface with some small and large scattered warts, and a few small conical 
spines. Anterior three segments each with a tubercle at middle of posterior 
margin. Infcro-lateral margins of first reaching^ forwards almost to the level of 
the eye. Second and third segments subequal in length and fourth more than 
twice as long as first three together; fifth longer than sixth or seventh. First 
four pairs of peraeopods stout, flattened; first pair with curved, mostly pinnate 
or serrulate, marginal setae; second, third, and fourth pairs subequal m length, 
armed with strong, simple setae. Posterior three pairs prehensile, the last pair 
a little smaller than either of the others; basgi joints armed with blunt, conical 
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spines; dactyli each with two strong, unequal, curved, apical claws, the smaller 
of which i.s less than one-third the length of its fellow. Pleon almost as long as 
fourth thoracic .segment, obtusely-rounded apically; lateral margins tumid at the 
first third and again near posterior end; surface with small tubercles and a few 
larger protuberances; a dorsal swelling on each side near posterior marginal 
tumidities. 

Colour, i)inkish-brown with antennae and legs pale. 

Length, 18-5 mm. 

Hub .—South Australia: lleachport, 3-4 fins. (II M. Hale). ( I'ype, .South 
Ausl. Mus., Reg No. C237.) 

This species was dredged up with a mass of weed and was found clinging 
to a plant of the same colour as itself; it was in the position shown in the 
figure, clinging to the weed with the three posterior pairs of peraeopods 

ParastacUla bakeri, n. sp. 

I'lg 2 

Cephalon subglobose, dorsally slightly and roundl) elei.ited Fs>es of 
moderate size hirst antennae reaching a little beyond tciininaiion ot second 
artic.e of .second antennae; second article about one-fourth longei than third; 
fiagelluin rather broad, uniarticulate. more than twice as long as secoml and third 



peduncular joints together, and bearing sensory appendages on anterior half of 
margin. Second antennae large, stout; .second article much shorter than third; 
fourth about one and two-third times as long as third, the dorsal margin elevated 
near posterior end and again at fifth article one-third longer than fourth, 

the dorsal margin elevated at the first third of its length; each of the raised bosses 
is wt with long hairs; fiagellum short, ouc-fourth as long as fifth peduncular 
article. Fourtji peraeon segment more than three times as long as first three 
together; dorsum of third segment with a large, blunt, spine-like projection; a 
similar projection at middle of length of fourth segment; fifth segment a little 
longer than sixth, which is longer than the seventh. Posterior three pairs of 
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peraeopods prehensile, the bat>os of each with a blunt spine and some smaller 
spines on inferior margin. Pleon considerably shorter than fourth thoracic 
segment; with a median, dorsal, conical projection just behind the middle of the 
length and with a backwardly-produced spine on each side of the mid-line near 
terminal end. 

Length, 9*5 mm. 

Hab, —South Australia: Marino Reef (W. H. Ilaker) (Type, South Aust 
Mus., Reg. No. C238.) 

Mr. Baker remarks that he found this species some ycar.s ago on a “pinkish 
weed,” and that the crustacean was of the same colour when alive; like the 
foregoing species it was clinging with the posterior thoracic appendages, and 
carried that part of the body above the geniculation in an erect jxjsition. Only 
a single specimen was taken and, as it is mounted in balsam, it is not possible 
to accurately figure the legs and other appendages. The anterior peraeopods 
are crowded together and have become stained; neverthele.ss, it can be seen that 
they are stou^ as in P. truculenta. There is no articulation between the head 
and first free thoracic segment and the abdomen is unisegmentate. 

Neastacilla, Tatter.sa 1. 

Neastacilla, Tatt., “Terra Nova," Zoot, iii , 1921, p 243 * 

This genus was erected for the reception of AstaciUa fakiaitdtca, Ohlin, and 
A. magellanica, Ohlin. A South Australian species is now added. 

I'ype, A. falclandica, Ohlin. 

Neastacilla algenais, n. sp. 

Fig. 3. 

9 . Form slender. Cephalon elongate, much longer than its greatest width; 
dorsum with a prominent, conical tubercle between eyes; anterior margin deeply 
and evenly excavate Eyes moderately large, subtriangular. First antennae 
reaching dmust to posterior fourth of third article of second antennae; basal 
article stoutest; second stouter than third and equal to it in length; flagellum 
uniarticulate, with sensory appendages on distal half of margin. Second antennae 
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siibcylindrical, scarcely compressed; first article inconspictious, not extending past 
anterior margin of head; second about half as long as head; third longer than 
fifth and very little shorter than fourth, which is longest; flagellum three-joinled, 
more than half as long as last article of peduncle. Palp of maxillipcds elongate, 
composed of five articles. Peraeon a little depressed, with n very obsolete, 
median, dorsal, longitudinal carina; surface almost smooth. First segment fused 
with the head; the infero-lateral margins forwardly produced hut scarcely 
expanded downwards; second and third segments subequal in length, with antero¬ 
lateral angles prominent; fourth four times as long as first tlirce together and 
five-twelfths of the total length of animal, exclusive of the antennae; fifth, sixth, 
and seventh segments decreasing in length backwards, the fifth being nearly twfice 
as long as the seventh. Anterior four peraeopods slender; the first, and shortest, 
i.s furnished wdth fine fringing hairs and hears a flattened, suhapical nail, which 
is serrate on the inner edge; second, third, and fourth appendages with long hairs 
on the inferior margins, and with the seventh joint represented hv a slender 
nail; the second appendage is longer than the first and shorter than cither third 
or fourth, which are subequal in length. Three posterior pairs somewhat feeble; 
dactylus of each with a small curved claw and a rudimentary second claw' at apex. 
Picon one-half as long as the fourth thoracic segment; unisegmeiitate with 
indications of two fused sutures, most distinct on sides; surface finelv and sparsely 
punctate; lateral margins roundly prominent in the region of the .second fused 
segment, thence a little curved and converging evenly to the truncate posterior 
margin. 

Colour green, marked with tiny brown chroinatophores; each uropod with 
a brown marking near base and another near apex. 1'horacic appendages sub¬ 
hyaline. 

L-ength, 12*25 mm. 

Hah ,—South Australia; Gulf St. Vincent, 6 miles west of Semaphore, 5-6 
fms. (H. M. Hale). (1'ype, South Aust Mus., Reg. No. C'239.) 

A single specimen taken on Cymodocea antarctica during a recent dredging 
excursion of the Field Naturalists* Section. The very long and slender fourth 
thoracic segment at once separates N, algcnsis from its congeners. 

Group II. IDOTEINEA.<'»> 

The species previously recorded from Australia arc listed below:— 

Idotca ntctallka, Bose, 1802. 

„ baltica, Pallas, 1772. 

„ buvicorna, M. Edwards, 1840, ? = /. baltica, 

„ margaritacea, Dana, 1853, ? = /. 'Hic tallica, . 

„ excavata^ Haswell, 1882, ? ~ Paridotca ungulata, 

„ caudacuta, Haswell, 1882 = Euidotca perouii, 

Euidotea peronii, M. Edwards, 1840. 

„ stricta, Dana, 1853, 

Paridoiea ungulata, Pallas, 1772. 

„ „ var. atrovirens, CoIlinge,^1918. 

„ {? Euidotea) bakeri, Collinge, 1917. 

Crabyzos longicaudatus, S, Bate, 1863. 

„ clongatus, Miers, 1876. 

No specimens of Idptca were found amongst South Australian material, 
although both I. baltica and /. mctallica have a wide range. Paridotca ungulaia 
and Buidoita ptronii (which are also widely distributed) are the commonest of 
the species occurring on reefs and in shallow water off our coasts. 

Wlcfinfc^^ 




FattUIy IDOTfilDAR 
Key to Australian Genera. 


a. Pale of nmxittipe^ four-jointed* 

Pieon composed of three segments./dntra 

blf. Pleon composed of not more than two segments . Euidotea 

aa. Palp of maxillipeds $ve-jotnted* 


r. Flagellum of second antennae well developed and multiarticulate. 
d. Coxal plates coalesced with peraeon segments, 
f* Palp of maxillipeds slcmder, with the hflh joint subcqual in 

length to fourth; basipoditc and cpipoditc small Crabysos 

ee. Palp of maxillip^s broad, with the fifth joint ver> much 

shorter than the fourth; basipoditc and epipodite large .. Synischta 
(id. Coxal plates free on second to seventh free peraeon segments. 

/. Picon composed of three segments .. . Prnhdotta 

ff, Pleon composed of not more than two segments. Paridotca 

fc. Flagellum of second antennae very short, formed of only one to 

three articles. . . . Zntobiana 


Euiiiotea, ColHnge. 

Euidotea, Clinge., Journ. Linn. Soc., Zool, xxxiv, 1918. p 84 

Type, Idotca peromi, M. Edwards. 

The diagnosis of Euidotea was based upon a single species. It now becomes 
necessary to somewhat enlarge the limitations of the genus, hut it may be noted 
that similar specific variation occurs in other genera of the family. 

Key to Species. 

a. Coxal plates large, those of seventh peraeon segment extending back 
beyhnd hinder margin of segment. 

h. Cephalon with a dorsal tubercle; peraeon longitudinally ridged . bakeri 

bb, Cephalon not dorsally elevated; peraeon not longitudinally ridged .. peronii 
aa Coxal plates small* those of seventh peraeon segment not nearly reach¬ 
ing to hinder margin of segment .. . .. .. .. striefa 

Euidotea peronii, M, Edwards. 

Idotca peronii, M. Edw., Hist. Nat. Crust, iii., 1840, p. 133; Chilton, Trans. N. Z'd. 
Inst., xxii*, 1890, p. 199 (part). 

Idotca disiincta, Guer, M^ncvillc, Icon. R^gne Anim., 1829-184^ Crust., p. 33. 

Idotca caudacuta, Hasw., Proc. Linn. Soc N.S, Wales, vi., 188Z p. 181, pi, iv., fig. 4. 

Paridotca peronii, Stebbing, Ann. S. Afr. Mus., vi., 1910, p. 433. 

Euidotea peronii, CUnge., he, cit (syn.). 

Fig. 4, e, f, and g. 

Common on South Australian coasts. As noted by Haswell the colour is 
extremely variable; in large examples the body is very convex and the posterior 
coxal plates are subtriangular in shape. 

Collinge describes the pleon as "composed of a single segment and three 
lateral sutures.” In a not inconsiderable series of South Australian specimens, 
the first suture is complete, thus marking off a short basal segment just as in the 
example figured by Miers ; the two segments are, however, not articulate. 
C hilton states that this suture is variable in B, peronii and Paridotca ungtUafa, 

Euidotea stricta, Dana. 

Idotca stricla, Dana, U.S. Expl. Exped., xiv., Crust., ii., 1853, p 704, pi. xlvi., fig. 7; 
Micrs, Journ. Lmn. Soc., Zool., xvl., 1881, p. 62. 

Idotca perontt, Chilton, Trans. N. Z’d. Inst„ xxii., 1890, p. 199 (part). 

Fig. 4, tf, b, c, and d. 

This species superficially resembles E, peronii, but a comparison of examples 
of both forms, of the same size and sex, shows that E, stricia differs in the fol¬ 
lowing characters;— 

C^) Idiers, Joutn. Lirtn. Soc., Zool., xvi., 1881, pi, ii,, fig. 6. 
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F'onn more elongate. Dorsum of cephalon roundly elevated. Flagellum of 
Second antennae composed of a les^r number of articles. Coxal plates small, 
lame of litem reaching to the posterior margins of. the peraeon segtnents Pleon 
ttniscfmentate, with three pairs of short lateral sutures near base 

Hob .—New South Wales (Dana); South Australia; Gulf St Vincent, 
6*7 fms. (H. M. Hale), Kangaroo Island (W 11. Faker) 

Hilton regards E. stricta as "specimens of / pcronii in whuh the two seg¬ 
ments of the postabdomen have more or les.s conipletel> coalesced ’’ In describing 
E. stricta, however, Dana remarks: “Kpunerals very siiiall '1 his narrow 

species has the qiimerals occupying only part of the nuigin oi each segment.” 
In fig. 4 (l> and c), a female of peromx 15 mm in length is drawn tor com¬ 
parison with an ovigerous female of /-, stricta 15‘5 mm in liiigih, in larger 
examples the difference in the relative size of the coxal plates is more marked. 
Even in specimens of E. peronh 6 mm in length the last pair ot coxal plates 






e 
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Eutdotca struta a, Dorsal view (31 dianih ) , lateral view (31 diam*!! ) c, second 
antenna (S diania) , rf, maxilhped (16diams) Euidotca petouti i, lateral view 
(31 diams ) ; /, second antenna (5 diams ) , g, maxilhped (lf> diams ) 


extend back to the level of the hinder margin of the segment, but ni an example 
of £. stricta 20 inm. in length they do notj nearly reach to the posterior margin. 
The type of the species is approximately 22 mm in lengili 


Euiuotea bakeri, Collinge 

Pandoiea baken, Qlnge^ Journ. Zool. Research, n, 1917. p 112 (?parl), pi vi, figh 
and 6-8 


Fig. 5. 


1-3 


Form moderately stout, four and one-half times as long as greatest 
width. Cephalon about twice as wide as long, nat rower than the first peraeon 
sfegtnept, distinctly elevated dorsally and with a transverse groove near hinder 
margin; antero-lateral angles prominent; eyes of moderate size, situate dorso- 
laterally on slight clevatipus. First antetmae reaching to middle ol third 
peduncular article of second antennae; first aiticle expanded; third about twice 
as long as second and subcqual in length to the smgle-jointed flagelhim Second 
antennae stout and rather short, reaching to posterior margin of fourth peraeon 
segment; first article short, well visible in dorsal view; second and third subequal 
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in length, each stouter than, and more than one-half as long as fourth and fifth, 
which are suberiual id length; flagellum shorter than peduncle, composed of 
seven articles and a minute terminal style; first and ultimate articles suhequal in 
length and longer than any of the others; second to penultimate gradually 
increasing in length. Outer lobe of first maxillae capped with ten strong spines, 
four of tne innermost of which are denticulate; inner lobe with three setose 
spines. Maxillipeds broad and stout, with four-jointed palp. Basipoditc as 
long as terminal segment oi palp; inner lobe moderatelj^ wide, with strong; spines 
at distal end Epipodite large, much longer than basipodite and first joint of 
palp together. Each peraeon segment strongly ridged on the longitudinal, median 
line, and with an oblique elevation, followed by a depression, midway between 
mid-line and lateral margins on each side. First segment a very little wider 
anteriorly than posteriorly; laterally forwardly produced tb .surround the posterior 
half of the head; anterior edges of lateral portions obliquely truncate; length at 
sides more than twice medial length. Second to sixth segments of equal length. 
J’irst and seventh segments subequal in medial length, not much more than one- 
half as long as anj of the others Coxal plates of second to seventh segments 



Fig 5 

Rutdetea bakeri (5 diams ) a, Terminal part of outer lobe and fd) of inner lube of first 
maxilla f60 diams ); b, second antenna (8 diams.>; c, maxillip^ (32 diams ), d, e, 
and f. first, fourth, and seventh peraropods (16 diams) 

conspicuous in dorsal view, none of them extending along the whole length of its 
se^ent; those of second to fourth small, rounded and placed in advance of the 
middle of the lateral margins of their segments; fifth to seventh increasing in 
size backwards; the fifth do not reach to the posterior margin of their segment; 
the sixth extend almost to the posterior margin; while the seventh pair are lobular, 
and reach back beyond the hinder edge of the segment. Anterior margin of each 
sternal segment with a row of ru^se tubercles. Feraeopods slender. Pleon 
wide, with a longitudinal, median carina; unisegmentate, with three pairs of 
lateral, sutures near base; lateral margins gently concave for anterior half, ,t^ce 
rounded and suddenly converging to the obtusely angular apex. Urtqioda 
moderately elongate; endopodite narrovdy and obliquely subtruncate at apex. 

Colour pinkish-brown, with a black median stripe on peraeon; peraet^ods 
yellowish, excepting on basos; antennae yellow on distal half of ultimate seg¬ 
ment. Underside paler. 

. Ixmgth, 11 mm. 
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Hab ,—South Australia: “Adelaide” (type loc.). Kangaroo Island, Marino 
Reef (H. M. Hale), Port Willunga Reef (S. S. Stokes). 

An example 7 nim. in length is much darker in colouration, being almost 
black above and sooty beneath; in this specimen the flagellum of the second 
antennde consists of four articles and a terminal style. In the largest available 
male (21 mm.) the flagellum is eleven-jointed, and in a female of the same size 
is ten-jointed. The lateral sutures of the pleon are situated very close to the 
base, and the first, or anterior pair, is partly bidden by the posterior coxal plates. 

As in £. peroitii, the seventh coxal plates reach beyond the hinder angles of 
the last peraeon segment, but they are rounded and not apically angulate; ihe 
stouter maxilHpeds and antennae, and the sculpture of the dorsal surface further 
distinguish E. bakcri from the last-named species. 

I had previously described and figured this species in MS. as a new member 
of the genus Euidofca, not connecting it with Paridotea, Since the MS. was 
sent to press 1 received, through the courtesy of 13r. (Dollinge, the paj>er ([noted 
above, and have made some tentative alterations in the nomenclature, but have 
let the de.scripfive details, as given above, stand. 'I he specimens now described 
approximate very closely to C'oUinge^s de.scnption of Paridotca baker l excepting 
as regards the maxillae and maxillipeds. which arc very diflPerent; 1 venture to 
5^^'RRcst that a re-examination of the type s})ecimens may shenv that the mouth 
parts described for them belong to another sjiecies. 

Ckabvzos, Spence Hate. 

Cral*ysos, S. Bate, Proc. Z(k»1. Soc., 1863, p. 501. Cllnifc, Journ. Linn S<k:. ZdoI , xxxiv, 
1018, p. 71 

I'ype, r. longicatidatus, S. Hate. 

Jn this well-defined genus the cephalon is usually partly fused with the first 
“free” peraeon segment. 'Fhc coxal plates are coalesced in all the segments, and 
the coxopodites are well developed beneath, forming sockets in which th(* basos 
of the peraeopods artiailates. 

The form, at least in the male, is very elongate, and the mouth parts and 
uropods are correspondingly long and narrow. The terminal joint of the maxilli¬ 
peds is relatively longer than in other genera of the famil\ wuh five-jointed 
palp, while the basipodite and epipoditc are small, 

Collingc points out that Idotca elofigata, Miers, should be referred to 
Crabyzos; this author also mientions that he has examined iw'o new species 
from South Australia, and promises a revision of the genUsS. 

Key to Species. 

a. Plcop acuminate at apex . lonificaudatus 

oa. PU‘on incised at apex. .. ctongatus 

CRABYZOS LONGICAUDATUS, Speiicc Hale. 

Crabyso:( hngic^udatus, S. Bate. loc. cit., p. 504, pi xli., hg. 7; Hasw., Cat. Austr. Crust., 
1882, p.,278. 

Idotca longkaudata, Miers, Journ. T^iiin. Soc., Z^xil., xvi.. 1883, p. 63; Hasw., Proc. Linn. 
Soc; N.S. Wales, ix., 1885, p, 1001. 

Fig. 6. 

This spedes is moderately common amongst the “sea-grasses” gi-owing in 
3 to 6 fathoms in Gulf St Vincent; the crustacean admirably matches the green 
leaves of the weed in colour* 

Specimens before me differ from Spence Bate's figure in that the fir.st 
Blitemme do not quite reach to the distal end pf the third article of the secontl 

Clbtge., he. cit. 





Mtennae, and the first peraeopods are not markedly longer than the last pair. 
The fifst pair are long, and stouter than any of the others ; the second to fourth 



Fig 6 

Crabysos lonqtcaudaius (II diams ) a, First antenna (8 diams ); b, second antenna (5 
diams ) , f, tnaxillipcd (16 diams ) ; d r, and /, first, fourth, and seventh peraeopods 

(5 diams ) 

decrease rapidly in size, the fourth pair being scarcely more than one-half as long 
as the first; the remaining pairs increase in length posteriorly In the seventh 
pair the basos is very long and the total length of these peraeopods is slightly 
greater than that of the first pair. 

The dorsum of the peraeon is but slightly convex transversel>, and the pleura 
fonn almost a right angle with the back Tne pleon is uniscgmentate, with faint 
indications of two pairs of lateral sutures. « 

The example figured above is an ovigerous female 49 mm in length; in 
smaller specimens the peraeon is scarcely wider than the head, with the sides sub- 
parallel, and the pleon is more acuminate. 

Hab .—South Australia: Gulf St. Vincent. 

Crabyzos elongatus, Miers. 

Jdotea tlongata, Miert, Atm. Mag. Nat. Hist. (4), xvti., 1876, p. 225, Chilton, Trans 
N Z*d Inst, xxii, 1889, p 198 (syn.). 

(rabysos elongatus, Cllnge., Joarti. Zool. Research, i, 1916, p 119 

Hab .—New Zealand; South Australia (fide Collmge, ut supra). 

Syfiischiat n. gen. 

Form narrow, flattened Flagellum of second antennae slender, multi- 
articulate. MaxilKpeds stout, with five^jointed palp, the last joint small; basi- 
podite and epipodite large Peraeon with a longitudinal, median ridge; all coxal 
plates perfectly fused with their segments. Heon composed of a single segntent, 
and with three pairs of short lateral sutures near base. 

Type, S. le^ensis, n. sp. 
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This genus differs from Craby::os in the very different form of the maxilli- 
peds, in the subhorizontal pleura of the pcraeon segments and in having three 
pairs of distinct lateral sutures on the pleon. 

Two other Idotcid genera, Edotea, (iuerin Meneville and Syuidotca, Harger, 
have the coxal plates perfectly united with the peraeon segments. Hoth of these 
genera differ from Synischia in having the palp of the maxilHpcds three-jointed. 

Synischia levidensis, n. sp. ' 

Fig. 7. 

6 . Form slender, six times longer than greatest width. C'ephalon short 
and flat, not very convex dorsally; nearly twice as wide as medial length and 
distinctly narrower than the first peraeon segment; anterior margin concave; 
lateral margins slightly converging anteriorly. Eyes moderately large, situated 
dorso-latcrally, and completely visible in dorsal view. I'irst antennae reaching 
beyond second article of second antennae; basal joint expanded, longer than third, 
which is longer than the second, and subecpial in length to the single-jointed 
flagellum. Second antennae slender, reaching back almost to posterior margin of 
fourth peraeon segment; first article short, visible in dorsal view; second and 



Fig. 7. 

Synischia htmlensis (3 diatn.s.). a, First antenna (16 diams.) , />, second antenna (8 
diams.); c, terminal part of outer lobe of first maxilla (HO diains ) ; d, maxillipH 
(32 diams.); c, /, and y, first, fourth, and seventh peracopculs (8 diams.). 

third subequal, together equal in length to fourth, which is longer than the fifth 
article; flagellum about one-half as long again as peduncle, composed of eighteen 
articles and a minute terminal style. Outer lobe of first maxilla capped with 
eleven strong spines, three of the innermost being denticulate. Maxillipeds 
broad, with five-jointed palp; basipodite stout, a little shorter than the epipodite; 
distal end of inner lobe with six strong, simple spines and some longer, slender, 
pinnate spines. Dorsum of peraeon roof-shaped, longitudinally medianly ridged, 
widest at last segment; first segment medianly short, distinctly less than lialf as 
long as second to fifth segments, which are equal in length; sixth and seventh of 
eqjual len^h, a little shorter than second to fifth segments. Coxal plates all fused 
with their segments, the junction being indicated by faint and indistinct d<‘i)res- 
sions* Peraeopods rather feeble, increasing iri length posteriorly, the first pair 
shortest, Pleon about as long as first four peraeon segments together, with a 
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longitudinal, median ridge on anterior fourth of its length, the remainder 
obsoletely carinate; composed of one segment, and with three pairs of lateral 
sutures; widest on anterior margin and with lateral margins slightly converging 
posteriorly for three-fourths of their length, thence suddenly converging to the 
acute apex. Uropoda narrow, with posterior margin truncate; endopodite 
apically narrowly rounded, subtruncate. 

Colour very pale brown, speckled and longitudinally streaked with darker 
brown. Cephalon with a black, submarginal streak passing through each eye. 

Length, 21 mm. 

ffab.—South Australia: Gulf St. Vincent, 6 miles north-west of Outer 
Harbour, 6-7 fms (H. M. Hale). (Type, South Aust. Mus, Reg No. C242 ) 

A single specimen dredged from amongst Ctwodoico. 

Pentidotea, Richardson 

Fcnttdotea, Richardson, Bull. L'S Nat Mu<, liv, 1905, p 368 

Type, Idotea resecata, Stimpson. 

Pentidotea australis, n. sp. 

rig 8. 

3 Foihu narrow, elongate, about six and one-half times as long as greatest 
width. Dorsum very convex. Surface smooth. Cephalon wider than long, 
much narrower than first peraeon segment; anterior margin almost straight in 
middle portion, very slightly convexly sinuate, laterally produced oblitjuely for¬ 
wards to the angularly rounded antero-lateral angles. Eyes moderately large, 
well visible in dorsal view Peduncle of first antennae reaching to end of second 



Fig. 8. 

Petrikhifa austmUs (1 1-lOth diains.). 
a. First antenna (6 dianw.) ; b. nuxilliped (6 diams.). 

article of second antennae; first article large and dilated, a little longer than its 
greatest width; second article much wider and shorter than third, which is a 
little shorter than the first; fU^llum subequal in length to last peduncular article. 
First article of peduncle of second antennae visible in dorsal view, one-half as 
long as second article, which is longer than the third; reniainder missing, 
Maxillipeds with five-iointed palpi' baiipodke snbequal in length to the 
epipodite inner lobe with some strong, simple spines at disul end, Pirit peraeon 
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segiTKsnt much narrower anteriorly than posteriorly, the lateral inarjsjins roundly 
converging; antero-lateral angles forwardly produced, surrounding the posterior 
part of the head to the level of the eyes; the medial length of this, segment is 
much less than that of any of the others; second to sixth segments subequal 
in length; seventh a little shorter. Coxal plates in second and third segments 
elongate, less than half the length of iW lateral margin; in the fourth 
about half the length of lateral margin; in the <fifth, sixth, and seventh 
segments they are wider, slightly visible in dorsal view and almost as long as 
the lateral margins. Pcraeoj>ods strong, the anterior three pairs directed for¬ 
wards, the others backwards; first pair stouter than second, third, or fourth, 
which are subcqual in length; posterior three pairs successively increasing in 
size backwards, the seventh pair being one-third the length of the animal. Pleon 
as long as the first six peraeon segments together; first segment niedianly longer 
than second; lateral margins of terminal segment subparallel for anterior two- 
thirds, thence narrowly converging to the subacute apex. Uropoda long and 
narrow; endopodite emarginate at apex. 

Colour completely bleached after long preservation in alcohol 
Length, 51 mm. 

Hab. —South Australia: Kangaroo Island. (Type. South Aust. Mus.. Reg. 
No. C234.) 

A single, mutilated specimen with the mouth parts of one side missing. 1'he 
narrow, elongate form is distinctive for this species, which somewhat superficially 
rescmble.s P. roiundaia. Rich., from Japan. In the last-named species, however, 
the eyes are very small, the head is scarcely narrower than the first thoracic 
segment, the maxillipeds are different, and the abdomen is less narrowed 
posteriorly. 

Paridotea. Stebbing. 

Paridotca, Stebb., S. Afr. Crust., i.. 1900, p, 52; Chilton, Suhant. Is N Z’d, ii , 1909, 
p. 660; Barn., Ami, S. Afr. Mus., x., 1914, p. 424. 

Type, Idoica mgulata, Pallas. 

Key to Australian Species. 

a. Third article of first antennae distinctly longer than second. Inner lobe 
of first maxillae capped with four setose spines. Anterior margin ol 

endopodite of uropoda not, or scarcely, oblique. unoulata 

aa. Second and third articles of first antemiae subequal in length Inner 
lobe of first maxillae capped with three scto.se spines Anterior 
margin of endopodite of uropoda distinctly oblique munda 

Paridoi’ea un<;ulata, Pallas. 

Onis^us ungutatHS, Pallas, Sptcil. Zool,, ix., 1772, p. 62, pi. iv, fig 11. 

Idotca (ahndii, M. £dw., Hist, Nat. Crust,, iii., 1840, p 132, pi xxxi, fig. 7. 

IdoUa M, Edw., loc. cit,, p. 133. 

Idoica tdxvardsU, Gu4r.-Mi^ncville, he. cit., p. 33. 

Idotca nittda^ Heller. Verhaudl. Zool-Bot. Gcs. Wien, 1861, p 497. 

/ Idftta cxcatatOt Hasw., loc. cit., p. 182. 

Paridotea ungulata, Stebb^ he. cit., p. S3; Nierstrasz, Zool. Meded., iii,, 1917, p. 113, 
figs,; Cllnfire*, Journ. Litin. Soc,, Zool,, xxxiv., 1918, p. 81 (,syn.). 

Fig. 9, c and f. 

Thfs widely distributed species is common in the shallow waters of .South 
Aiistralia.' 

Paridotea munda, n. sp* 

Fig. 9, a to d. 

i. Form slender, more than five times longer than greatest width. Sides 
pljraUel, autface sm^h and dull, Cephalon about one and three-fourths times 
wider than long, narrower than the first peraeon segment, evenly convex dorsally; 
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anterior margin sinuate, slightly incised medianly; antero-lateral angles not 
promin^t; postero-lateral margins converging posteriorly; eyes moderately 
large, situate dorso-laterally, on slight elevations. First antennae reaching to 
middle of fourth peduncular article of second antennae; first article sub- 
globose, longer than second or third (which are subcqual in length), and as long 
as the single-jointed flagellum. Second antennae slender, reaching back to 
posterior margin of fourth acraeon segment; first article very short; second and 
third articles subequal in length, shorter than fourth and fifth, which are sub¬ 
equal in length; flagellum more than twice as long as peduncle, composed of 
twenty-two abides and a terminal style. Outer lobe of first maxilla narrow, 
capped with nine strong spines; inner lobe with three setose spines. Maxillipeds 
elongate, with five-jointed palp. Basipodite as long as the two tcnninal seg¬ 
ments of palp together; inner lobe narrow, with slender spines at distal end. 
Third joint of palp forwardly produced at inner apex. Epipodite narrow, very 
slightly curved inwards apically; longer than the basipodite and first joint of 
palp together. First peraeon segment widest anteriorly, where the jileura are 



Parniotea muitda, male (left) and female (right) (3J diams.). a. First antenna (16 
diams ); b, first maxilla (80 diams.); c, maxilliped (32 diam.s.); d, lateral view of 
sixth and seventh peraeoh segments (S diams.). Paridotea ungulata. e, lateral view of 
sixth and seventh peraeon segments (4 diams.) ; /, first antenna (16 diams.). 

produced outwards and forwards, but do not embrace base of head; anterior and 
posterior margins conove. Second to seventh segments .subequal in length, the 
second and last a little shorter than the others. Second segment slightly, 
forwardly produced at anterior lateral angles, and with coxal plates occupying 
anterior half of lateral margins. Coxal plates of third segment rather more than 
one-half as long as lateral margins, of fourth almost as long as, of fifth equal in 
le^h to, and of last segment longer thap, lateral margins. Peraeopods slender, 
wjthout fur on inner margins. Pleon narrow, medial length about twice basal 
width; about one-half as long as peraeon; unisegmentate. with a very faint com¬ 
plete suture line near base, followed by two pairs of short, indistinct lateral 
sutures; gradually tapering from base to apex, which is evenly, concav^ incis^, 
with postero-lateral angles rounded. tJropdda narrojv, posterior margin <fl>lique; 
tq>ex of endcqmdit^ truncate, a little conqive, 
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Colour pinkish-brown, with a pale elongate spot, outlined in black, at each 
side of peraeon segments. A black streak extending from hinder edge of eye 
to base of cephalon. Antennae and peraeopods very pale yellowish, minutely 
dotted with brown. Uropoda with anterior half of inner margin bordered with 
black. 

Length, 16 mm. 

Ovigerous female. Second antennal flagellum composed of nmeieen articles 
Second to fifth segments of peraeon widened, the third the widest; antero-latcral 
portions of second to fourth segments tumid. 

Colour yellowish-green, with a blackish marking on tach side of peraeon 
segments. A black streak behind eye. Marsupial plates with a conspicuous 
black spot at base. 

].ength, 14*5 mni. 

Hah, —South Australia: Marino Reef (type loc., II. M. Hale), Port Wil- 
lunga (S. S. Stokes); Tasmania (A. M. Lea). (Type male, Reg No C‘249, 
and allotype female, C'250, in South Australian Museum.) 

Females without ova are narrow in form, and in this sex the pleura of the 
first peraeon segment occasionally partly embrace the base of the head In a 
few specimens the pleon is much more deeply incised at the apex than in the 
type. Tht largest example available is 22 mm. in length. 

This species may be separated from P, inigulata by the following char¬ 
acters:—The outer lobe of the first maxilla is narrower and is ca])ped with a 
lesser number of spines, while the inner lobe bears only three setifeious .spines; 
the epipodite of the niaxillipeds is of diffcrenl shape. The coxal plates, when' 
viewed laterally (cf, fig. 9, d and e), are difTercut, and the articles of the first 
antennae are of different proportions (fig. 9, a and f). In P. ungnlata the apical 
notch of the pleon is broadK angulale or sinuate, with acute postero-lateral 
angles. P, fit undo is apparently allied to P. fucicola, Barn , from South Africa, 
but in the last-named species the fourth to seventh peraeopods luive ‘‘thick fur 
on inner margin of fourth to sixth joints.”t«) Barnard’s figure shows that in 
P, fucicola the head is not narrower than the first peraeon segment and the 
terminal notch of the pleon is very small, while the mouth pints, which are 
figured by Collinge,^’^ are somewhat different. 

Zenobiana, Stebbing. 

Zenobia, Risso, Hist. Nat dc rEuropts Mend., v., 1826, p 110 

Chantis, Dana, Amer. Jourii. Sci. and Arts (2), vni., 1840, p 427 

ZfHobiatut, Stebbing, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (6), xv., 1895, p. 24, Cllnge., Trans. Roy. 
Soc., Edinburgh, li., 191/, p. 749 (syu.). 

Type, Zenobia prU:matica, Risso. 

Zenobiana phryganea, n. sp. 

t^ig. 10. 

i. Form narrow, elongate, nearly six times as long as greatest width, 
surface of head and thorax obscurely pitted and scratched; surface of abdomen 
with shallow but distinct pits. Width of cephalon one-haH as long again as 
n^dial length; width at anterior margin equal to that at base; anterior margin 
g%htly concave, posterior margin convex; eyes moderately large, situated dorso- 
la^raily. First antennae stout, very short, extending a little beyond second 

W Barn., Ann, S. Afr. Mus., x., 1914, p. 427, pi. xxxvi, E. 
kxr. cit, p, 84, pi, vtii., figs. 30, 31. 
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article of second antennae; basal article stout, longer than wide; second and 
third subequal in length, together as long as the first; flagellum wide, apically 
rounded, longer than .second or third peduncular articles. Second antennae 
short, not as long as head and first two thoracic segments together; first article 
small, and fifth a little longer than second or fourth, which are subequal in length; 
third article considerably shorter than .second; flagellum composed of one article, 
tapering, scarcely longer than last article of peduncle. Maxillipeds moderatel) 
elongate, with five-jointed palp; basipoditc scarcely longer than the first three 
articles of palp together, the inner lobe with some curved, pinnate spines at 
distal end; epipodite large, narrowed towards apex. Sides of peraeon parallel; 
first segment medianly the shortest, a little shorter than the second; fourth, fifth, 
and sixth segments subequal in length, longer than second, third, or seventh 




Zenobiana phryganea (5 dianu.). a, First antenna (30 diams ); ft, second antenna (IS 
diams); c, tnaxilliped (30 diams.); rf, e, f, and g, first, fourth, fifth, and seventh 
peraeopods (IS diams ); ft, dactyhis of fifth peraeopod (75 diams,). 


segments. Coxal plates of second to fourth .se^ients small, much shorter than 
the lateral margin of the segments; those of fifth to seventh larger and longer, 
extending back to well beyond posterior margins of the segments. Anterior 
three pairs of peraeopods stout, successively increasing in length backward.^; last 
four pairs much more slender, increasit^ in length backwards, the fourth being 
much .shorter than the first pair, and only about half the length of the seventh. 
Picon composed of four segments and a single pair of short lateral grooves 
denoting a partly fused sement; first segment loiter than second, which is 
twice as long as the very short third; terailnal segment more than three times 
as lo^ as first three segments together; lateral margin^ slightly converging for 
anterior half, thence roundly converging to the somewhat narrow apex, which 
is emarginate. Uropc^a narrow; enempodite apically rounded, subacute. 

Colour brown, with indistinct jaler vemttctilattoRs; a median, longitudinal 
line-on peraeon and greater part of length of pleon, and lateral edges qf thoracic 
segments, sooty; a psJe stripe on each nde of mid-line of peraeon. Coxal plates, 
legs, apex of aMomen, and flagellUtn pf both first and second aotennae pale 
yellow. Underside pale brown, Uropoda yellpw, with brown markings. 

l.ength, 11 mm. 
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Hob .—South Australia: Marino Reef (W. H. Raker and II M Hale) 
(Type, .South Aust. Mus., Reg. No. C235.) 

In a .specimen 8 mtn. in length the abdomen is relativeh less narrowed 
posteriorly 

This si)ecics approaches /! (/raiiulosa, Heller, and Z tubicola 'Ihoinson, in 
that the extremity of the abdomen is notched ^ qrauiilosa, however, has five 
pleon segments, and Z, lubuola apparently has but thrte Z phrxqanea differs 
in the much shorter antennae and four-segmented pleon 

'I’hc South Australian specimens were found m short, hollow pieces of the 
stem of a marine plant, broken at one end just below a node, thus forming a 
lube with one end'closed; the habit of this Isopod, and of a small Amphipod 
M'hich was taken at the same time, recalls to mind some of onr < addis worms, 
which utili.se, <iuite similarly, portions of plant stems It is possibly owing to 
this method of concealment that the genus has not previouslv been noted in 
Australia. > 


Chiltont Trans N Z'd Inst, x^ii, ISW, p 20.1 
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THE RELATIONS BETWEEN DISTRIBUTION, STRUCTURE, AND 
TRANSPIRATION OF ARID SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PLANTS. 


Bv T G Wood, B Sc.,^D epartment of Botany. University of Adelaide 
[Read- September 11, 1924 1 

In an earlier paper (11). the author showed the effect of structural 
njodificat'one on the transpiration rates of the chlorophyllous orffans of several 
arid Australian plants This paper embodies the result of further work on 
transpiration, the plants selected coming from more definitely xcrophytic. and 
from more sharply defined habitats than those previously described 

Physical EnvjkonmlMt 

The evperiments were carried out at Curnamona, a sheep station about 250 
miles north-east from Adelaide and 45 miles south of I.ake Frome Curnamona 
is situated near the centre of a great plain which stretches from a spur of the 
Flinders Range traversed by the railway line to Broken Hill at the south to I^ake 
Frome at the north. The plain is bounded by the Flinders Range on the western 
side. 

As one proceeds northwards the environment becomes progressively more 
and. The average annual rainfall at Koonamore, at the south of the plain, is 
8’46 inches, at Curnamona it is 7*03 inches, and at Frome Downs, near Lake 
Frome, it is 5‘76 inches. The aridity of the enviroment is still further increased 
by the action of wind and of insolation. A general survey of the ecology of 
this district lus already been published (7). In this paper, climatic data and 
also the analyses of numerous .soil samples taken in this area were giveft. It was 
pointed out that in this region there was no striking variation m physiographic 
features, and little abrupt discontinuity in climatic factors. 

Under such conditions edaphic factors are of great importance in deter¬ 
mining the distribution of the vej^tion, and Osborn and Wood (loc. cit.) showed 
the significance of such factors in the distribution of several halophytic and non- 
halophylic communities 

This paper deals with the water relations of the plants as effecting 
distribution. 

Methods. 

1 he methods of measuring the rate of transpiration and the various climatic 
factors were the same as those already describea in the paper {previously cited. 

Comparsion of the curves previously jpven for the evaporation, temperature, 
and light intensity at Dilkera with those at Curnamona given here show higher 
values throughout in the latter case. 

STRUCTtniE AND DlSTEIBUTlON OP THE PLANTS. 

The plants used were Kochi^ pUmifoUa (bluebush). Acacia meura (mulga), 
Eremophtla glabra (tarbush). Acacia Vktoriae {szA. sentis, prickly acada)* 
Loromthus qmndang (grey mistletoe), and Sene do magnifiens. 

Of these {ilants Kochia planifoHa, Afoda aneura, and BremophUa glabra 
are the character plants over the level plain. Kochia is the most frequent, and 
its blue-grey fdiaj^ gives a very characteristic facies to the plain. Brgmopkila 
glabra uid Acada amuera are more loeul. The bluebttsh usually forms a vary 
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pure community, but in places A triplex vesicarium is associated with it. Analyses 
of the soils from the plain (7) showed that the water-retaining capacity at 
saturation, and also the percentage of soluble salts were lower than in soils 
characteristic of Atriplex vesicarium communities. From these data the opinion 
was expressed that the bluebush community was of a more xcrophytic type tlian 
the saltbush (i.e„ Atriplex vesicarium) which is replaced by the bluebush as one 
proceeds northwards (7). Transpiration experiments confirm the contention 
that increased aridity of the environment is the factor determining the distribution. 

Kochia planifoHa, F. v. M. 

This bluebush forms rounded shrubs from one-half to one metre in height. 
The bushes are freely branched and bear numerous subcylindrical leaves with a 
constricted base. The leaves are from one to two centimetres long and are 
covered with a thick felt of hairs. The leaf is succulent and has a similar 
structure to that described for Kochia sedifolia{l\). 

The epidermis of the leaf is uncutinised with simple stoinates Phe chloren- 
chyma is peripheral and the water storage tissue central. As m K .scdifolia, the 
chief interest lies in the hairs. Each hair has a branched stellate structure as 
figured (fig. I). "J'he presence of living protoplasm in the stalk cells makes it 
probable that the hairs have a water-absorbing function. The hairs form a 
thickly woven felt over the surface of the leaves. 



Fig 1. 

Stellate hairs pf Kochia planifoUa 
a, Viewed from below, h, Side view x281. 


Acacia aneura, F. v. M. 

In this district, the mulga is a tree with a characteristic canopy-lopped habit, 
and is limited to groves where the soil is slightly more sandy than that of most 
of the terrain. The phyllodes, about 10 centimetres long and 2 centimetres wide, 
are narrow and not of the ‘‘broad-leaved” type. The structure of the phyllode 
is essentially like that of A. linophylla which Camion (2) figures. A diagram of 
aneura is given here for comparative purposes (fig. 2). 1'he outer margin of 
tht section is crenulate, but not ^-egularly marked into furrows and ridges. The 
stOntates occur m the depressions and the guard cells havei;^,cutin collar as shown. 
The whole epidermis is covered with smiUl cellular trichoVrtes. 

Eremophila glabra, (R. Br.) Ostenf. 

This plattt grows as a tall shrub or small tree in isolated thickets. The 
leaves are crowded ifi condensed shoots at the ends of the branches. The struc¬ 
ture of the leaf is shown in fig. 3. The leaf is iso-bilateral, .stomates and hairs 
dev^ped on Wh sides. The epidermis is cutinised; the guard cells of 
tile stoiviates have subsidiary cells and the cuticle of the epidermal cells projects 
itt ttnig pspiltae forming collar-Hke ridges. 



Two types of hairs are developed oh the epidermis-ordinary covering hairs 
which are multicellular and uniseriate, and glandular hairs, llie latter are sunken 
in the epidermis in the old leaf, btft thi.s is a secondary development (3). The 
glandular hairs arc of the capitate tyi>e, and are differentiated into basal, stalk, 
and head regions. The basal cell is larw and is imbedded in two subsidiary cells, 
which, like the basal cell, have densdy granular contents. ITie stalk is uni¬ 
cellular 'I'he divisions in the head are all vertical and arc formed in a radial 
manner, giving the type of subspherical shield of eight radiating cells figured by 
Miss Collins, (3) for £. latifoha In addition to the glandular hairs shizogenous 
secretory cavities are developed in the mesophyll. 



Fig. 2. 

a. Diagram of traiuverM faction of phyllode of Acacia attcura, 

Sclerenchyma. Mack; xylem, shaded; inner wall of epidermis indicated 
by unbr<dcen line; inner limit of chlorenchyma indicated by broken line. 

Water storage tissoe central x47. 

h. Furrow of pi^rlkide, showing thioc cuticle, stomate and ootlapsed hair. x249. 

I'he chlorenchyma ik not continuous under the upper and lower epidermes 
of the leaf, but alternates with larger Mils coniAitung no ,ehloroplasts Wt with 
watery contents and ‘fl^fttentiy with crystals of calcium oxalaff. These cells 
usually occur beneath' the glandular hairs, the chlorendiymatous cells beneath 
the stomates. The empty ceils appear to be comparable to the hypodermal layer 
in such genera as Atrwt^x, and to have a water-storing function. The vans are 
simple with little mec^ni^ tissue developed. 

Acacia Vktarw, Benth. 

This tree grows in a differ^ habhat from the above three plants. ■ It is 
Itoited to watercourses and swsn^ wispre thene » * permanent water tables 
The phyllode structure is. similar to that louud in sevgral Cepl^ An^raHaft 



2iV 


species of Acacia of this type. I'he phyllodc is strictl> bi-iacial, double bundles 
often occurring. Fig 4 illustrates the general structure The centre of the leaf 
is occupied by water-storage tissue, the cells being parenchymatous and containing 



F.g 3 

Transverse section of leaf of Hremophila glabra x93 


great quantities of tannin. This is shown black in the figuie The rest of the 
phyllode is occupied by chlorenchyma» the cells being palisade-hke with few air 
spaces between them. The stomates arc not depressed No inchomes are 
developed on the cpidennis, but the latter is fairly heavil> cutinised 



Fig, 4. 

Diagram of transverse section o( phyllode of 
Acacia Vicloriae, Chlorcnchvina colourless 
water-storage tissue contanning tannin ccntial 
XylcRi shaded, sclercnchyma dotted x3l 

Senccio fnafffiificus, F. v. M. 

This is an erect glabrous perennial with large glaucous leaves from four to 
six ctntilnetres long and about two centintetres wide. The stem is almost 
het^baceous. The leaves are ovate-lanceolate and coarsely toothed. The plant 
is {otind Only near a copious water supply, usually in sandy soil. 

. The l«aif structure shows it to be of a mesophytic type. The epidermis is 
iWtaJy cutitiised* The stomates are small but in no way protected. The leaf is 


230 


bi^facial, the mcsophyll consisting throughout of loosely packed, palisade-like 
chlorenchymatous cells (fig. 5). 



Fig. 5. 

Transverse section of leaf of Senccio magmfiats, 
x47. 

Loranthus quatidang, Lindl. 

Lofattthus quandang is parasitic upon the branches of Acacia aneura. The 
leaves are usually three to four centimetres long and two centimetres wide. They 
are covered with a dense tonientum of stellate hairs with a single stalk cell. 
'I'hey are developed in great numbers over the epidermis. The stoniates are 
large and each guard cell has a subsidiary cell. 1 he leaf is not diflferentiated 



Fig. 6. 

Transvem mtion of 
the leaf of 
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to a great extent. The mesophyll cells are approximately isodiametric: closely 
packed together with few air spaces, and contain very little chlorophyll. There 
is no mechanical tissue apart from the xylem. Many of the cells have a 
refringent. ring-like body containing a cluster of crystals in the centre. Their 
chemical nature is not at present clear. 

TRANSPIRATION. 

Analysis of the transpiration curves shows, in the first instance, that external 
conditions are the most important factors influencing the rate of transpiration. 
The transpiration curve is of the same general type as that for the evaporatine 
power of the air. Kochia planifolta has an almost flat curve similar to that of 
K. sedifolia described before (11), and illustrates the eflicicnt insulating efTect of 
the thick covering of hairs. The actual readings for the transpiration rate and 
for the physical factors are given in the following tabic. It will be seen that 
temperature, evaporating power, and light intensity are much greater than they 
were at Dilkcra, and consequently the transpiration rate during the day is slightly 
higher, but is not proportionately greater. The curve for the evaporating power 
of the air is one-tenth the scale of the transpiration curves. All transpiration 
and evaporation figures are in milligrams per square centimetre per hour. 

The plants from the different habitats show markedly different transpiration 
rates. Those from the plains (Kochia planifolta, Acacia anciira, and lircmophila 
glabra) have analogue curves for the transpiration rate plotted against time, 
and also the numerical values for the rates of water-loss per stjuare centimetre 
per hour vary less than a milligram from one another. Kochut plauifoUa, how¬ 
ever, is more definitely arid. One concludes that these plants of the plains are 
in a stable state of balance with their environment. It is an interesting case of 
the response of plant organisms to the complex of stimuli of an arid environment 
along separate structural lines. In spite of the anatomical differences the plants 
converge in having their rates of transpiration reduced to an approximately 
constant common level. It should be noted, howevei, that Kochia is the dominant 
plant, and that Acacia aneura and Eremophila glabra arc local. 

Acacia Victoriae shows a higher transpiration rate than the above three 
plants, as might be expected from its habitat The amount of water lost is still 
small, however, and lies within the range of that lost by several plants investi¬ 
gated in the Arizona deserts (4, 9). 

Senecio magnifiers is typically niesophytic. Such lavish transpiration would 
not be possible in any other habitat but one with a constant water supply. The 
approximation in form of the transpiration rate curve for this plant to that for 
the evaporating power of the air will be evident from fig. 7. 

Loranthus quandang is of special interest, as it is parasitic upon the mulga. 
The plant is lavish in its transpiration of water when compared with the other 
plants with which it is associated. Its transpiration is greatly in excess of that 
of its host. In this case the correlation between transpiration and absorption 
of soil water is not so essential. The mistletoe has all the water stores of the 
mulga to draw upon. It is well known that plants which obtain water and 
ilissotved substances from the bodies of other living organisms have higher 
oamottjp pressures than have their hosts, and it is interesting to find that the 
traqapiration rate (at least in Loranthus quandang) is also much higher. The 
increased st^ly of water and mineral nutrients to the mistletoe as compared to 
shoc^ts of ils nost will be obvious. It is very rare to find a specimen of Acacia 
0Hemra tha^ has not several plants of the mistletoe upon it, and its success in this 
regkm.is probably due in no small measure to the above two physiological factors 
togatber with its condition of parasitism. 
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Discussion and Conclusions. 

In any plant, its photosynthetic and respiratory activities necessitate a move¬ 
ment of water, and this occurs from the root or other absorbing: organ through 
the various tissues to the stomates of the transpiring organ. 1'hc relation of a 
plant organism to the water supply and to the evaporating power of the air is 
the most important factor controlling the distribution and habitat of the plant 
organism. 

In arid regions, a plentiful supply of water is limited to a few months, or 
it may be a few weeks of the year, and reduction of the amount of water lost by 
transpiration will be a necessary feature of any plant which is to survive under 
such conditions. Both water absorption and transpiration are greatly influenced 
by three factors—external or climatic, morphological, and physiological condi¬ 
tions. In a previous communication (11) the connection between transpira¬ 
tion and leaf structure was traced. There was shown the relative efficiency in 
the reduction of water-loss by such morphological modifications as heavily 
cutinise<l epidcriiies. collars around stomates, development of oil glands and of 
trjchcmies. Also the efficiency of these structures in protecting the stomates 
from external influences was considered This paper broadens the scope of the 
investigations and considers the habitat. 

In the mesophytic plants like Seneno abundant transpiration occurs; in 
Acacia Victoriac there is a lessening of tcanspiration due to a heavier cutinisa- 
tion of the epidermis, and in Acacia ancura and Ercmophila glabra the structural 
modifleations become intensified. I'hese plants form a graded series, not only 
as regards habitat, which is progressively becoming drier, but as regards modi¬ 
fications of structure and amount of water lost l>v tran.sj)iraiion, Atriplex 
vcsicartunt, the saltbush, and particularly Koclua, the bluebiishes. are the char¬ 
acter plants over the terrain. Jn these plants js reached the climax, as it were, 
in water conservation. 

A consideration of the floras of the arid regions of liie world shows that 
the growth forms can be divided into three grou^^s: - 

(aj Succulents. 

(bj Indurated microphylls 
(c) 'romentose microphylls. 

The indurated microphylls include all spinescent and pli>ilodie forms Plants 
belonging to this group examined in ( entral Australia include Acacia ancura. 
Acacia Victoriac, and Hrcwophila glabra, and also Gcijcra parviflora, Pholidia 
scoparia, and Casuarina Icpidophloui, in a previous paper (11) All these plants 
are woody and have reduced leaves. thickene<l cuticles, sunken stomates, or 
similar xerophytic characteristics Such modifications, however, are not only 
characteristic of arid regions, but of any region where the evajxnation is markedly 
in excess of the rainfall, as, for exampk', m the scleropli)!! loresls of the Mount 
Lofty Ranges near Adelaide (1), where the rainfall varies from 20 to over 
40 inches, and yet similar modifications are to be seen 1 he degree of protection 
is more nronounced in the drier regions, as Curnaniona, but ii does not differ in 
kind. The reduction of leaf surface and heavier cutiinsation is, in fact* similar 
to that shown by plants from moist climates (/.c., mesopliyies) which are grow’ii 
tmder arid conditions (4, 8). 'I'hesc developments are pureK the response of the 
plant organism to the complex of stimuli which makes the environment arid, 
that is* increased irvsolation, increased temperature, decreased relative humidity, and 
decreased water supply. Such modifications as are possessed by these indurated 
plants must, it seems, be considered p iuhcrite<l variations, and as the more 
primitive response to arid conditions. 1 he woody stems of these plants doubtless 
act as reservoirs of water in many forms. 
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Succulent plants as the Cactaceae, Crassulaceae, Euphorbiaceae, and so on, 
give a distinct facies to many arid regions. They dominate the deserts of Arizona 
and Texas, portions of the deserts of South America, and in the Karroo and 
parts of Namaqualand in South Africa. In these plants the amount of trans¬ 
piration is markedly less than the absorption during the wet season, and large 
amounts of water are stored in the parenchymatous and tracheidal tissues of 
the stem or leaf. So efficient are these storage organs that many Cactaceae will 
withstand a prolonged period of desiccation of three years under experimental 
conditions (6). Such forms, as MacDougall (6) has pointed out, show evidently 
a secondary and more highly specialized condition of xerophytism. 

One other growth form remains for consideration, the tomentose microphylls. 
These are all perennial shrubby plants and include in Australia saltbushes 
(Atriplex spp.), bluebushes (Kochia spp.), and certain species of Rhagodia. 
Sagebushes (Artemisia spp.) are the dominant plants in the Great Basin Desert 
of North America; and the Karroo bush (Pentgia) is dominant in the Up|)er 
Karroo of South Africa. These plants have all a dense tomentuim of hairs over 
the epidermis. They are characteristic of the drier portions of the various arid 
regions mentioned, and their success appears to be due to the efficiency of the 
hairs in reducing transpiration and also to the development of'‘efficient absorbing 
organs, either by an extensive root system or by other means. It ha.s been shown 
that the Central Australian species have a very low rate of transpiration. Further 
iMinpublished observations by the writer show that some plants from arid Australia 
are capable of absorbing water from the air through their leaves. MacDougall has 
shown that the sagebush, Artemisia tridentata, has a transpiration rate practically 
identical with that of Atriplex vesicariam, viz., of 0’4 milligrams per square centi¬ 
metre per hour (5), and at the same time an extensive root system is developed 
(10). These tomentose forms, too, we must consider as secondary and not as 
primary form.s in response to arid conditions. 

'I'ranspiration studies, it will be seen, when taken in conjunction with the 
soil-water relations of the plant, give a very valuable insight into the determina¬ 
tion of the distribution and of the habitats of desert plants. As regards 
Australian habitats, it shows clearly the reasons for the dominance of individual 
species in particular localities. 

In conclusion, 1 wish to thank Professor T. G. B. Osborn for help throughout 
this work; and also the Managing Director (A. G. Rymill, Esq.) of the Canowie 
Pastoral Company, owners of Curnaraona, and also their manager (Mr. L. 
Boothby, of Cuniamona). 
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AUSTRALIAN FUNGI: NOTES AND DBSCRIPTIONa 


No. 5. 


By J. Burton Clei.and, M.D, 

•(Read October 9. 1924.] 

This paper is a further contribution to the records of the larger Australian 
fungi and includes descriptions of additional new species. As the authors 
(Cleland and Cheel) of this series are now located in different States, they pro¬ 
pose contributing the papers independently of each other, unless special 
collaboration has occurred. Our previous papers have appeared in these Pro¬ 
ceedings as follows:—No. 1, xlii., 1918, p. No. 2, xliii., 191Q, p. 11.; No. 3, 
xliii., 1919, p. 262; and No. 4, xlvii., 1923, p. 58. Where a species has been 
previously dealt with by us, the reference is given in brackets (c,g,, iii., 90). 
Where colour tints are specifically noted in capital letters, they arc based on 
Ridgway\s “Colour Standards and ("olour Nomenclature,” uRless Dauthenay’s 
“Repertoire de Couleurs” is specially indicated. We would again like to state 
how much we owe to Mr. C. G. Lloyd for identifying specimens for us, and to 
thank those in Australia who have aided us by sending us fungi that they have 
collected. 

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 
WrtITE-SPORED AGARICACHAK. 

Amaniia. 382—//. grossa, Berk. 383—^^. ochrophylla, Cke. and Mass. 384— A> nfuscanUf 
(L.), Fr. 38S— ruhcscerts, (Pers.) Fr* 

AwANiroi'Sis: 38f)— vaginata, (Bull.) Roze. 

Lej‘I()ta: 387— L. proccra, (Scop.) Fr. 388— L. Morgani^ Pk. 389— L, nancttia, Fr. 

390—L. Ucmophora,B, and Br. 391— L, cepaestipcs, (Sow.) Fr. 392^L. ertstata, Fr. 
Armillakia: 393—/I. mellea, (Vahl.) Fr. 

Mvckna:394— M. galcrictdaia, (Scop) Fr. 305—A/, visctdo-crucnta, nom. nov. 396— 
AA. tenerrima. Berk. 

Omphaua: 397—0. chromacca, n. sp. 

Cuixybia: 398—C. radteata, (Rclh.) Berk. 399— C, veluiif>es, (Curt.) Fr. 

Makasmius: 400^Af. foettdus, (Sow.) Fr. 401— M, equi-ennisj F. v. M. 
Hygrophorus: 402— H, miniatus, Fr, 403— H, content, Fr. 404—//. candtdus, Cke. 
and Mass. 

Cam HARbLUJ.s: 405—C. tilacinus, Clel. and Cheel. 

PINK-SPORED AGARK^ACKAE. 

Volvaria: 40/)—K, spcchsa, Fr. 407—K. hombycina, (Schaeff.) Fr 408—C. parvuh, 
(Weinm.) Fr. 409—F. gloiocephalq, (DC.) Fr. 

Claudopos: 410—C. t'ariabilis, (Pers.) W, G. am., var. sphacrasporus, Pat. 

BKOWN-SPORED AGARICACEAE, 

J.x)( ELLIN ia: 411—jL. austraiiensis, Qcl, and Cheel. 

(rkpiwtus; 412-^', eucalypiorum, n. sp. 413—C. ghbig^ruji, Berk. 414—C. sub- 
hatistrHarts, n, sp. 

BLACK-SPORKD AGARICACEAE. 

Panakolus : 415—P. retirugis. Fn 

('opRiNi’b: 416 —C , comatuSf Fr. 417—C. micaceus, Fr. 418—C. sitrcmilinus, Fr. 419— 
nivrus^ (Pers.) .Fr. 420—C, ephemerus, (Bull.) Fr. 421—C. pUcatilis, (Curt) Fr, 
Montagnites. A22r^M. Caiidolld, Fr. ^ 

POLYPORACEAE. 

Fistuhna: 423— hepatua, Fr. 

STROBiu)MYCt.s* 424— S. palicstens, Cke, and Mass. 42S— fioecasus^ Rost. 

Boixtus; 426—B. luteus (L,). 427—B. megahsporus, Berk. 428—B. lacunosust Cke. 
and Mass, 429^B, (Tyrapilus} ofuirafsHiusj^* sp^ 430—B. (Gyr 0 parns)ccesfiiosus^ 
n. sp. 431—B. ovaHsporu$, p. sp. 432—B. porteutosus, Berk, and »r. 433—B. 
(Phhsoporus f) Matitw-brunn^s, n. sp. 
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PotYPORUS; 434— P. pelles, Jarv. (P, atro’-hispidus, Lloyd). 435- !\ I'icloricusis, Lloyd. 
436—P. sordentuius, Mont. 437— P, amrrtsrrns, Mont. 438 - P. irabcus, Fr. 43<>— 
P. rubidtts. Berk. 440—/^*. ciirvus, Bork. 

Fomks: 441--R robustus, Karst. 442--7". rimosns, var. cbsifonnar, C1<*I and ( Ivol. 

443— F, (Caftodertnux) applanaiu^, var leucophacus, Fr. 

PoLYSTfCTrs: 444— P. cinnaharwus, Jacq. 

Hexagon A: 445—7*7. Gufhni, Hook 
THELEPHORACEAK. 

Stkreum : 446 —wrinbramu rum. Ft*. 

Cratkreu.us: 447—r. tmthiplcv, i ke. and Mass. 

<;asteromycktalks. 

PnAi.i.oinEAE, 

Phai.u^s: 448— P. ruhicuudu.K, Fisch., var 
LvarRi's: 440— L. au.<(tralintsis, CTcv. and Mass 
NnnTLARIACEAK. 

Nidht.a: 450—A^ microcarpa, Pock 

(.'VATHi’s: 451—C. .strreovrus, Schw 4.S2 ( 7u'ruuosu\, I ul. 453^—(. Ct>lrusoi, 
Berk 

AS(X)MYCFTALKS. 

Lfoii\' 454— L, maretda. PtT.s. 

* \\’HITK-SF()KKI) XtiARKWClCAK 
.\m.\mta. 

3B2 (iii., 90). Anumita grossa. Berk. N.S. Wales Kriulall. Match; 
North Bridge, Sydney, April. South \ustralia: Mount Loflv, March, fulv. 
spores subsphcrical, 0-3 to 11x7*5 /x, 8 to Q ix. 

383. Anuuiita ochrophyUa (Cke. and Mass.) W't* have previously referred! 
these Australian plants to Aimnila strofyiliformis, \'ittad (Agric, (iaz., N.S. 
Wales, XXV., Dec., 1914. p. 1045), sinking Lepioia ochrophyUa, i\v and Mas.s., 
as a sytionyni. Now vve have come to the conclusion that the sptTilic name 
ochrophyUa should stand, and that the species is best ])laced under Awaniia. 
N.S. Wales: Neutral Hay, Jau.; Narrabeen. March. \"iet(»na: Near Ararat in 
sandy soil, up to 10 cm. in diameter. Iv J. Senimens, No. 1 South \ustraHa: 

1 wo .small specimens, collected by Prof. Ilowchin in sandv scruh near the coast. 
Hundred of W'aitpinga, Encounter Hay, in IW^ ap])ear to he this species, spore.s^ 
ID'S to ll*5x() II, '(Vpical specitnens were found at Mtnmt Lf>fty in ApHl, 1924, 
after early autumnal rains and mild weather; smell strong, pile\is scaly and near 
Pinkish Buff (xxix.), the stems usually the same colour but sometimes "tinted with 
Liglit V^naceous ('innanion (xxix.), gills becoming Buff Yellow (iv ), cut surface 
so^metimes tinted with Vinaceous Russel (xxviii.). spores while and subspherical, 
7*5 9x7*5^. 

384. Awaniia muscaria, (1..) Fr. Cke., Hand. Au.str. Fungi. No. 7 (\ict.). 
South Australia: Under oak and spruce. Aldgate, March, 1924 (Dr. M. Scott and 
Mrs. Barclay), typical and very handsome specimens, some partly eaten by slugs 
or other animals. 

385. Amanita rubescens, (Pers.) Fr. South Australia: Under chestnuts. 

Mount I^fty (near the .summit), March and April. 1924, spores subspherical 
to elliptical, 9*3x6*5 7*5 1'hese specimens are typical, the only difference 

noted from Carleton Rea's description in British Basidiomycetae is in tlie patches 
on the pileus being membraneous-warty rather than mealy. 

^ Amanjtopsis. 

,386, Amanitopsis vuginala, (Bu)l,) Koze. C’ke., Hand. Austr. Fungi, No. ll 
(Q'fend. N.S. Wales, Viet). N.S. Wales: Neutral Bay, Feb., March; Kendall, 
In Sydney specimens, undated, the spores were thick-walled, spherical, 
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10‘4 to 13'8/i; the following colours were noted: periphery of the pileus Clioco- 
late (Dauthenay, pi. 343, ton 1), darker towards tne centre (tons 2 and 3). and 
in another plant near Pale Otter Brown (pi. 354, ton 1), paler than Ixtutre 

Lepiota. 

387. Lepiota procera, (Scop ) Fr. Cke., Hand, .\ustr. Fungi. No. 16 
(Q’land, N.S. Wales, Viet., Tasm.). Victoria; Ararat (E. J. Senimcns), spores 
17 to 19’<10'4 II. South Australia; Spores 16 to 22-5x9'5 n; amongst grass 
usually under trees. National Park, South Australia, April, May, eaten by the 
author; near Mount Lofty, March, June; Kinchina, July. 

388. Lepiota Morgani, Pk. We refer the following, chiefly on account of 
the definite but slight greenish tint of the spores, to this American species, but 
with considerable doubt. Our specimens arc smaller than the u.sual dimension}, 
given for /..Mordant,the plant is about as broad as long,the gills though free are not 
remote from the stem, the latter is hollow, and the ample ring appears to be fixed. 
Pileus 3 inches or more across, convex, broadly gibbous, cuticle cracked, with a 
dark-brown crust at the apex, the rest whitish with pale-brown, rather imbrtcate, 
fibrous scale.s Gills just free, close, white, then with a pale-green tint. Stem 
3 inches or more long, moderately slender, striate, pale brownish, hollow. 
Ring ample, moderately superior, apparently fixed. Smell strong. Spores 
microscopically pale dingy-greenish, oblique, not thick-walled, 8‘5 to 10‘4 
by 6 to 7 /». On the ground, Moore Park, .Sydney, Dec. 2, 1917. 

389. Lepiota nmcina, Fr. Cke., Hand Austr. Fungi, No. 31 (Viet.). Clel 
and Cheel, Agric. Gaz. of N.S Wales, xxvi., April, 1915. p 33 (N.S, Wales). 
South Australia: In grass, Beaumont, Feb,, June (eaten by slugs), centre of 
the pileus in some specimens Buffy Brown or Wood Brown (xl.) 

390. Lepiota liemophora, B. and Br. Oel, and Cheel, Agric, Gaz. of N.S. 
Wales, xxvi., April, 1915, p. 332. N S Wales: Mosman, Jan., March. 

391. Lepiota cepaestipes, (Sow.) Fr. Cke., Hand. Austr. Fungi (Q’land). 
Clel. and Cheel, Agric. Gaz. N.S, Wales, xxvi., April, 1915, p. 331. We have 
already recorded from Australia, as this species, a small-sporcd plant (like that 
described by Fetch, Anns. Roy. ^t, Gdns., Peradeniya), and referred to a large- 
spored plant (like that met with in America—Peck, N. York State Mus., Bull. 
1904, p. 44), as being “obviously a different species,” though the description of 
L. cepaestipes would apply to it. We have collected this large-spored form in the 
Botanic Cardens, Sydney, in April. Pileus Primrose Yellow, Lemon Yellow 
(Dauthenay, pi. 19. ton 1), stem the same colour from ton 1 above to ton 2 below, 
spores 8 to Izx6‘8 to 7’2 n, Neutral Ray, March. 

392. Lepiota cristata, Fr. Clel. and Cheel. Agric. Gaz. N.S. Wales, xxvii., 
Feb., 1916, p. 99. South Australian specimens do not seem to attain a diameter 
of more than an inch. Pileus Chestnut Brown (xiv.); base of stem Light Russet 
Vinaceous (xxxix.). Spores usua% 4*8 to 6*4x3 to 3*5 Amongst grass, 
Adelaide and suburbs, June (Miss Fiveash, Watercolour No. 10); under pines, 
Frome Road, Adelaide, May, spores 8 to 8*5x5 

Ariciixaria. 

393 (lii,, 92). Armillatia mellea, (Vahl.). Fr. N.S. Wales: Bradley Head, 
April; Taronga Park, May; Mosman, May, pileus alntost black, definite remains 
of a pale-brownish ring J inch below the pileus, and just below the pileus a flimsy 
veil rupturing to form a very definite second ring; National Park, May, pileus 
Raw Stenna to Sudan Brown (iii.), ring further away than usual from the gills 
(I inch), spores 7*5 to 8*5x5 n; Neutral Bay, July. South Australia: Koitpo, 
at base of stunq>. May; near the base of Acacia Pycnautha, Benth., National INirk, 



Aug., also in April; Mount Ix)fty, June/pileus Buckthorn Brown to Dresden 
Brown (xv.j, punctate with darker squaines 

Mycena. 

304. Mycena galerimlata, (Scop.) Fr. A common species on posts, stumps^ 
and at the basts of trees, rather variable, densely caespitose, apparently more 
slender and with less tendency to expand than is the case with the British plant. 
1 he gills often have a greyish tint and the decurrent tooth is not marked. Pos¬ 
sibly the Australian plant is specifically distinct. Pileus Blackish Brown to 
Dusky Drab (xlv.) to W'ood Brown (xl.); the lower part of the stem Army 
Brown to Natal Brown (xl.), South Australia: National Park, on posts, etc., 
July; Mount Lofty. June. July; Belair, June. 

»W5 (iii., 132). Mycciia vise ido^cruenta, nom nov Jii a previous number of 
this .series (iii., 132) we have described a new species of M\cnia as M, cocciuca 
(coccinens m error). As this name is preoccupied (M cocciuca, (Sow.) Quel.), 
it is necessary to change it. and so the specific name visudo-criicnta has been 
chosen, as indicating its viscid nature wlien moist and the blood-red colour. 
N.S. Wales: Mosnian. April; Lisarow. Dec. South Australia: Waterfall (iully, 
June; National Park, May. 

396. Mycena ienernmu, Berk. South Australia. At iirsi a minute knob 
with frosted granules. Pileus J inch (3 mm. ^), broadly campanulate or 
conico-convtx. the centre slightly flat on top or depressed, striate, frosted with 
granules, pure white or with a greyish tinge. Cjills adnexed oi just free, no 
collar, slightly veiiliicose. Stem J inch (10 mm.) high, very slendei, with white 
granules or minute hairs, attached to wou<l by a minute mealy bulb. Micro¬ 
scopically the cell-like hyphae of the pileus are covered with granules. Spores 
not .seen On the base of a Eucalyptus trunk, Green Hill Road, June, 1923 

Ompualia. 

397 . Onxphalia diromacca, n. sp.—Whole plant near Deep Clirome (iii.) or 
a little yellower w’^hen moist, or Yellow Ochre (xv.), drying to an opaque Pale 
Orange Yellow (iii.) to Light Orange Yellow (lii.). the gills and stem remaining 
nearer Deep ( hrotne. Pileus up to | inch in diameter, rarely reaching 1 inch, 
convex, then sometimes plane, slightly umhilicate, irregularly rugose, (iills 
decurrent, edges rather thick, a few^ short ones interposed, distant, sometimes 
forked or anastomosing or with buttressing folds. Stem up to I inch long, 
slender, equal or slightly attenuated upw’ards, tough, surface dull, solid, flesh 
yellow. Spores narrow pear-shaped, oblique, 6 to 9*5 by 3 to 5 /n. Cystidia 
not seen. Ciregarious on bare sandy loam or amongst low moss. South Aus¬ 
tralia: Mount Lofty, April, June, July (whole plant Yellow^ Ochre, pileus a little 
more orange, spores 8 to 8*5x5 f^), Aug., Sept.; Waterfall (iully, June (spores 
8 to 9*5 by 3*8 fi ); National I’ark, June; Adelaide, July. N.S. Wales: Rydc, 
May (edge of the pileus turned in when young); Tuggerah. Oct., on damp bank 
(sports 5 to 7 by 3*4 f*); Leura. June; Bumberry, Sept.; near Dubbo. Aug.; 
llie Kock, July; a white form was found at Neutral Bay, Sydney, in May 
(spores 7 by 3*5 /i). 

Jlanta chraniacea, hygrophana. Pileus ad 16. rariter 25 mm. latus. convexus, 
interdum pjanus subumbilicatus. irreguJaritur rugosus. Lamellae decurrentes, 
tnarginibus suberassis. distantes, interdum furcatae vel anastomosae vc! pHcis 
suffultis. Stipes ad lo mm. latus, tenuis, equalis vel sursum attenuatus, solidus. 
Sporae pytifonnes, obliquae, 6-9*5x3*5 /x. 

3'he following resemble Omphalia chromacea, but the spores are narrower:— 
Pileus pallid brownish-yellow to brownish-orange. Gills whitish. Stem pale 
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brownish-yellow, hollow above where it expands into the gills. Spores 4*5 to 
7x2 to 2*5 /*. Wales: On the ground, amongst moss, Neutral Bay, Sydney, 
May (D. I. Cleland, Watercolour No. 16). Also Neutral Bay, May and June, 
•spores elongated, narrow, 5’2x2 n, occasionally 7^2 /«; Lisarow, J'unc, spores 
5^x2 fi,; N.S Wales: sjwres 5‘2x2*2 n. 

Coi-tt niA. 

398 (iii., 119). Collybilt radicata, (Relh ) Berk Spores 16 to 21x11 
N.S. Wales.: Chatswood, Sydney, March, May (Miss Clarke, Watercolour No. 
149); Tuggerah, Oct.; Lisarow, June: Built Pass. April; Bumberrv, Sept, 
Viet.: Ararat, E. J. Semniens, No. 3. South Australia: National Park, Aug ; 
Mount l/>{ty. June, gills .subdecurrent, not adnexed; Beaumont, near Adelaide, 
June, July. 

3^ (iii., 120). Collybta vetutipes, (Curt.) Pt, Spores 7 to 8-5 bv 3 to 5 
(Australian), 7 to 9-5 by 4*5 to 4*8 (New Zealand) N.S. Wales: Dorrigo, 
Jan. Viet.: Aug. Mr, Brittlebark. Nos. 11, 12. New Zealand: Dunedin. 
Queenstown, and Invercargill. June; Wairaroa, on dead log.s in forest, Jant, 
G. H Cunningham, No. 675. 

Maras MI us. 

400. Marasntius fartidiis, (Sow ) Pr Cke., Hand. Austr Pungi. No 427 
(Q’land). Pileus up to J inch in dtatneter. irregular, convex, then nearly plane, 
plicate, near Burnt Umber (xxvii ) when ijtoist, drying to near Walnut Brown 
(xxvii.) Gills thick, adnate to slightly decurrent, pruinose. near Light Cin¬ 
namon Drab (xlvi.). Stem ^ inch high, sometimes attenuateil downwards, some¬ 
times flattened, velvety, blackish. A few .spores ( ?) seen, 9x5’5 fi. Smell dis¬ 
tinctly foetid. South Australia: On the hark, several feet tm the trunk, of living 
Eucalyptus obitqua, L’H , Mount Ijifty Summit, April, 19^. 

401 (iii, 130). Marasmus cqui-irmis, P. y. M South Australia: 1 he pileus 
is a pallid biscuit-colour (near Tawny Olive, xxix.), the centre markedly dimpled 
with a characteristic minute dark knob in the centre of the dimple giving an 
appearance of great depth to the dimple; gills 8 to 11, attached to a collar; the 
stem blown, pallid below the pileus. up to several inches long; spores elongated, 
elliptical, 7-5 to 9x4-5 to 5-5 m; the mycelium tough like horsehair, brown, 
tangled amongst fallen leaves, etc., hidden in grass; Mount Ijofty. March and 
April; National Park, April; Green Hill Road, July (Form. Sp., No. .322). 
'I'he South Australian plants seem exactly like those previously recorded for New 
.South Wales' 

Hyoropiiokus. 

402 (iii., 124). Hyqrophorus miniatus, Fr. We have already discussed the 

leason for referring the Australian plants to thi.s species. Our plants resemble 
somewhat the description given in Cooke (No. 385) of //. scarlalhms, Kalchb., 
but the spores of this species are said to be subglobo.se, 3 to 4 p. Viet.: Ararat, 
June and July, E. J. Semmens (Nos, 107, 128). South Australia: Pileus Scarlet 
to Scarlet Red to Carmine (i.). Upper part of the, stem of the same colour, 
becoming yellowish below, gills adnate with a tendency to decurreuce, whitish 
liecoming yellowish, spores elliptical 6-5 to 8x3-2 /*. Green Hill Road, amongst 
niosst. June, July. , 

403 (Hi., 125). Hygrophorus couicus, Pr, N.S. Wales: Mosman, April; 
National Park, May. South Australia: Botanic Gardens, in gra.ss. June, pileus 
Ox-blood ‘Re<l (i.), up to 2^ ins. in diamatar, the stem the colour of the pileus 
but slightly greenish Wlow. 

404. Hygrophorus candidus, Cke. and Mass. Cke., Hand. Austr. Ptmgi, 
No. 379 (Viet.). South Australia: and stem glutinous, fragile. Pileus 
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Up to 2 inches in diameter, conico-convex to convex, then expandini:^ and nearly 
plane, gibbous to umbonate, edge turned in and thin and soinetinics striate, pure 
white with brownish-biscuity tints round the centre. Gills adnate or adnexed. 
close, slightly ventricose, narrow triangular on section, creamy-white. Stem up 
to 2i inches high, rather flexuous, moderately slender (up^u i inch thick above), 
attenuated downwards, slightly hollow, white. Spores elliptical to subspherical, 
sometimes a little irregular hut not rough, 6*5x4 5*2x4*8, 4*5x3 /ut. Under 

Eucalypts. Kinchina, July; Mount I^ofty, July; amongst grass under trees, Ueau- 
inont Common, May (the thick gluten forming a pseudo-veil in the young plant) ; 
National Park, April. 

C'antharellus. 

405 (hi., 101). Caitfharellus lilaciuits, Clcl. and C heel South Australia: 
Mount lA>fty, July. 

PINK-SPORED AGARICACHVK 

VOLVARIA. 

406. P\)lvaria speriosa, Fr, .SjK)res pale brownish, 14 to 1.^*5 by 8*5 fi. 
N.S. Wales: Mosman, May, pileus whitish with a slight brownish tint, gills with 
a flesh lint. 

407. Volvana bombyciiui, (SchaelT.') Fr. W'e attribute the following to 
this species:—Pileus 4 inches in diameter, broadly conical with a large obtuse 
umbo, smoky-brown, cuticle cracking in a radiate fashion leaMiig a j)allid white 
between the irregular patches and fibrillae of the cuticle. (iilK close, quite free, 
w'hitisli with a pink tinge, bec(»ining sahnon coloured Stein 4\ inches high, 
.stout, attenuated upwards, i inch thick above, the base much swollen (1*J inch), 
solid, surrounded by a marked volva wdth a wide, free, slightl\ lohed ( dge Mush¬ 
room smell. Spores oval, 8*2 by 5 ft, no cystidia seen. On soil on an old news¬ 
paper. Jiotanic Gardens, Sydney, )an, PM7 (Miss ('larke, W ateicolour No. 143) 

408. Vol%Hma parvuta, (Weiimi.) Fr. N.S. Wales: Pileus i inch in 
diameter, convex, gibbous ( ?), slightly viscid ( ?), white. (nlK app.ircnlly adnatc 
{ ? free), whitish, then pale brownish. Stem i inch high, slendei. whitish. Volva 
marked, upper edge widely free. Spores pale tinted, 7 by 4*2 /i t )ii the ground, 
National rark, N.S. Wales, May, 191^. 

409. Voh'aria gloioccpbala, (l)C\) Fr. (Rec. fur South \nsiralia in error 
as Vohmrxa spcciosa (?) in Jour, Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S Wales, xlviii., 1914, p 
434). South Au.stralia; Pileus at first rather globose, then a)nico“Con\ex and 
umbonale, finally nearly plane with a broad obtuse uniho, up tg 3| inches in 
diameter, viscid, when dry shining and finely matt at tlie apex, becoming finely 
fibrillose outwards, occasionally with white patches of the volva remaining, Light 
Greyish Olive (xlvi.) fo Greyish Olive to Pale Smoky Cirey, sometimes Glove 
Brown (xK)* Gills close, just reaching the .stem, 7 mm. deep, whitish, then 
light brownish-vinaceotis. Stem up to 6 indies high, very .slightly fibrously 
striate, 1 cm. in diameter in the middle, rather expanded above, base bulbous, 
solid, whitish) becoming faintly tinged greyish or brownish. Mesh of the pileus 
watery whitish-grey, of lh4 stem white with whitish-grey at the periphery. Volva 
ample, free, white, spores elliptical, 13 to 18x8 to 10*5 ft. Amongst dead herbage 
(thistles, ^‘Salvation Jane'^), etc. Suburbs of Adelaide. June, July; Waterfall 
GiUly, June. 

Glaudopos. 

410. Claudapus'^variabilis, (Pers.) W. G. Sm., var. sphacrosporusy Pal. 
Pileus up to i inch in dianteter, convex to nearly plane, sometimes irregular, 
more or less ftabclUform, matt or somewhat villous to floccose, edge slightly 
meUrved, whitish, sometimes With tinges of yellow-brown; gills moderately close. 
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many short, adnate or slightly decurrent, radiating from a slightly fluffy lateral 
attachment, whitish with a faint salmon tint or pale cream, becoming pale 
brownish (near Sayal Brown, xxix.); sometimes with a nearly lateral, very 
short and hardly existent, whitish stem. Spores microscopically pale tinted to 
pallid brownish, elliptiaal, oblique, 6‘8 to 8x4*2 to 5*2 On logs, fallen sticks, 
inside a burnt hollow stump, etc. N.S. Wales: North Bridge, Sydney, July; 
Mosman, Oct.; Dorrigo, Jan. Viet.: Craigie, June (E, J. Semmens, No. 83). 
South Australia: Mount Loky, June, in one case attached round a stem (Form. 
Sp., No. 287). 

BROWN-SPORED AGARICACEAE. 

Locelunia. 

411. Loccllinta ausiraliensis, Qel. and Cheel. South Australia: Kuitpo, 
May, under Eticalypttu sp., gills becoming Ochraceous Tawny (xv.); Mount 
Lofty, July. 

CaEPinoTus. 

412. Crepidotus eucalyptarum, n sp. Pileus i to 2i inches laterally, -J to 
1^ inches from before backwards, convex, sometimes a little gibbous, surface 
matt to fibro-villous, sometimes becoming fibrillosely scaly, edge a little turned 
in, watery-brown to yellowish-brown—^near Old Gold (xvi ), the villous pro¬ 
jections Buff Yellow (iv.) to browner; a little paler than Saccardo’s Umber 
(xxix.)—drying paler and sometimes to a dark biscuit-brown. Gills moderately 
close to rather distant, pallid brownish, pallid din^ yellowish, pale yellowish- 
brown or earthy-brown—^paler than Saccardo’s Umber (xxix ), a little browner 
than Avellaneous (xl.). Flabelliform, laterally attached by a constricted base, 
no definite stem. Flesh thick at centre, pellucid soapy looking. Spore m?iss near 
Raw Umber (iii.), spores microscopically dull pale brown, oblique, 7*2 to 10 by 
5*2 to 6 /t. On trunks'of living Eucalypts. South Australia: On living trunks 
of E. viminalis. Lab., E. odorata, F. v. M., etc., up to a height of 15 feet. National 
Park, June, 1917 (Watercolour, Miss A. Rennie, No. 5); on trpnks of 
E. leucoxylon, F. v. M., Mount Lofty, July; Mount Ixifty, June. Viet.: Ararat, 
July, 1918 (E. J. Semmens, No. 121); on trunk of E. hemiphloia, F. v, M., 
Craigie, June, 1917 (E. J. Semmens, No. 57). N.S. Wales: Pileus fibro-villous, 
yellow-brown, attached behind by a broad base, spores yellow-brown, on trunks 
of Eucalyptus sp.. The Rock, July; laterally attached by a constricted base, often 
with white fluffy mycelium, on trunks of E. rostrata, Schl. (or E. tereticornis), 
Narrabri, May; pileus now smooth, on E, Baueruma, var. conica, Maid., Pilliga 
Scrub, Oct. 

Pileus 1*2 ad 5*6 cm. latus x -6 ad 3*8 cm., convexus, interdum subgibbosus, 
fibro-villosus, interdum fibrilloso-squamosus, niargine subinvolute, flavo-fulvus. 
Lamellae subdensae ad subdistantes, pallido-fuscae. Plants flabelliformis, 
lateraliter adjuncts base constricto, astipitata. Caro crassa, subpellucida. Sporae 
fuscae, obliquae, 7*2-10x5*2-6 ft. De Eucalypti trunco crescens. 

413 (i., 54). Crepidotus globigerus, Beyk. N.S. Wales: The Comboyne, 
Sept., Bulli Pass, Nov. (Miss Clarke, Watercolour N* 164). 

414. Crepidotus subhaustellaris, n. sp. Pileus i up to occasionally 1 inch 
broad, up to | inch from before backwards, convex or irr^larly convex, thep 
often d^avy and upturned, surface dull and matt becoming shiny, the edge turned 
in when young, pale brown to tanny or reddish-brown, drying to a biscuit colour 
(pileus drying to Pale Alutaceous Buff, xv., near Liver Brown, xiv„ towards the 
attachment). Gills adnate, close, many short, brown to dark earthy brown 
(Cinnamon Brown, xv.). Stem excentric or peany lateral, curved, short or veiy 
short, swollen below the gills, with a mealy*-white bloom and browni^ beneath 
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this and a fluffy base. Spore mass near Mummy Brown, xv., spores micro¬ 
scopically pale dingy brown to dull vinous-brown, elliptical, obliqtxe, one side a 
little flattened and one end more pointed, 6'5 to 7'5x4‘2 to 5 fi. On trunks of 
living Eucalypts (E. capifellata, Sm., etc.), on old bagging and on a dead 
Xanthorrhoea scape. South Australia: Mount Lofty. April, May. June. July. 
Sept.; National Park, June (Miss A. Rennie, Watercolour No. 4); Kuitpo, Oct. 
Viet.: Ararat, July (E. J. Semmens, No. 132). 

i’ileus ad 1*2. raritcr 2*5 cm. latus ^ L8 cni, convextts vel irregulariter 
convexus, dcinde saepe undosus ct recurvatus, ‘matt’ deinde splendens, inargine 
primum involute altuaceo-fuscus. l.amellae adnalae, coiniiactae, cinnamoneo- 
fuscae. Stipes eccentricus vel sublateralis, curvus, brevis vel perbrevis, sub- 
lamillis inflatus, subfarinaceus, subfuscus, base villo-so. Sporae fuscae. cllipticae, 
ohliquae, 6'S-7'5x4'2-5 /n. 

BLACK-SPORED AtiARlCACEAK 

Pan AEOLUS 

415. Panaeolus reiirugis, Fr. South Australia: On dung, spores 15'2 to 
17’8x9 to 10’7 /t. Pileus pallid greyish-brown; stein near Vinaceous Buff (xl.). 
Glen Osimond and Beaumont, June to Sept.; Mount Compass. Oct 

COPRINUS. 

416. Coprinus comatus, Fr. Clel. and Chcel. Proc. Lmn .Soc N.S. Wales, 
xli., 1916, p. 853. N.S. Wales; Moore Park, .Sydney, April. Dec Viet.; Mel¬ 
bourne, May, spores 10‘4 to 12x7 {II. South .\ustralia; On lawn. Botanic 
Gardens, June (spores microscopically dark brown. 9’5 to llx()-5, occasionally 
14'5x8 /t); Beaumont, June (.spores nearly black, 16 to 17‘5xq-5 

417 (iv., 271). Coprinus inicaccus, Fr N.S. Wales: Mosnuin. May; Milson 
island, Hawkesbury River, Nov., Dec. 

418. Coprinus sterquilinus, Fr. South Au.stralia: When young broadly 
conical; pileus 1 inch high, the stem 2 inches elongating to 4 inches; pileus pure 
white with shaggy, scurfy scales, striate, the pink of the gills sliowing through; 
gills free, close, edges pinky-brown. Stem white, attenuated uiiwards, the base 
bulbous, hollow ; a rather imperfect ring just above the base; spores black, 19-6 
to 21 x12'5 fji; on dung, Waterfall Gully, Sept. 

419. Coprinus nix’eus, (Pers.) Fr. Cke., Hand Austr. Inmgi. No. 348, j'ij. 
(Viet.) South Australia; Pileus and stem nearly white, conical; edge of the 
pileus curly; gills adnate; stem hollow; no strong smell; spores subspherical 
to elliptical, black, 11 to 12'8 n, 11 x8 to 9-5 ii> one collection 13‘8 to 15-5x10 
to 12/^ ; on dung, Burnside, Beaumont, and National Park, .Vpril. Ju'y ; Encounter 
Bay, Aug. This pure-white, dung-inhabiting species is evidently not C'. narcoticus, 
(Batsch.) Fr., lacking the smell. The spores arc larger than those of C. stereo- 
rarius, Fr. (7 to lOx/ to 8 /t. Rea (Brit. Basidiomyc., p. 505) .says the gills ate 
adnexed in C, niz’eus (we noted them as adnate in our specimens) and the spores 
are 15x10 to 12 n, which are larger than those of our plants except in one 
collection, that from the National Park. 

420. Coprinus ephemerus, (Bull.) Fr. Clel. and Cheel, Proc. Linn. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, xli., 1916, p. 856. We refer the following to this species, though 
the disc is not elevated and the spores attain to a larger size than the measure¬ 
ments (8 to 10x5-5 to 8 (i) given by Rea. It may be C. curtus, Kalchb. (= C. 
pHeatHoidcs, Buller). South Australia; .\t first a minute yellowish-brown 
button; then conicb-cyiindrical, striate and yellowish-brown; then becoming 
more conical; finally conico-expanded and eventually upturned; the apex 
'brownish, not specially raised or depressed, the rest of "the pileus greyish and 
^nely double ribbed; gills close, narrow, just reaching the stem, blackish; stem 
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up to 2i inches high, slightly attenuated upwards, hollow, white, silky with a 
slight mealiness; spores elliptical, black, 8'S to 14’5x6*4 to 8f»; on dong, Ade¬ 
laide, Sept. 

421. Coprinus plicatHis, (Curt.) Fr. Qel, and CTieel, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. 
Wales, xli., 1916, p. 858 In our plants referred to this species, the spores are 
larger than the measurements (10 to 12x8 to 9 /») given by Rea, and the stem 
is white, not pallid. South Australia; Pileus conico-cylindrical, 7-16th8 inch 
high and 5-16ths inch broaS, then conico-campanulate, then convex and up to 
1 inch broad, the centre finally dimpled, darkish brown in the centre, succeeded 
by a pallid biscuit-coloured disc, the rest of the pileus plicate and greyish biscuit- 
colourpd, a few glistening particles present, membranaceous; gills clo.se, narrow, 
ascending, just reaching the stem and attached to a collar, greyish, edges while; 
stem li to inches high, slender, slightly attenuated upwards, hollow, white; 
8pore.s dark brown to black, 12'5 to 16x/ to 10 /*• the liare ground or 
amongst grass or garden plants, Beaumont, May, June; Waterfall Gully, Sept. 
(Herb., J. B. C., Form. Sp., No. 328). A sterile form was found at Beaumont 
m May at the same time as fertile specimens and at first suggested a Gaiera. The 
pileus and gills were yellowish-brown from the absence of spores (Form. Sp, 
No. 32^;) 

Montagnites. 

422. Montagnites CandoUci, Fr. In identifying a spccinten for us, ('. G 
Lloyd states that he considers that “there is but one species (of this genus), 
widespread in sandy countries, varying as to stature and spore .size, but all one 
All have a volva if perfect.” 'Ihis being Lloyd’s opinion, we place all our plants 
under this specific determination, though they vary considerably. \\c append 
short descriptions of the forms met with:— 

(a) Stem .slender, up to 2 inches high, sometimes attenuated upwards, 

fibrous-scaly, striate, firm. Volva definite, nearly clasping the base 
of tlie stem, the free edge jagged. Expanded disc-like upper portion 
of the stem up to 1^ inches in diameter, plane or convex and dimpled 
Gills up to I inch long, curved downwards, fiporcs black or dark 
purplish, elliptical, one end more pointed, 15 to 24x9-5 to 12 n, rarely 
27x21 fi. .South Australia. Miller Creek, near Mount Eba, Central 
South Australia, Aug. (Dr. T. Campbell; identified by Lloyd, 
No. 791); Ooldea, Aug., a number of specimens in .sandy soil. 
Western Australia: Kurrawang (Mrs. A. F. Cleland). 

(b) Similar to the above, but longer (3 inches) and generally larger; 
spores blackish to dark brown, elliptical to irregular or almost 
triangular, 7-5x5’5 fi. On a* sandhill, Waitpinga, Encounter Bay, 
Jan. 

(c) A coarse plant. Stem 3i inches hig^, attenuated upwards, i inch 

thick in the middle, in the middle part with several broad, thick, veil¬ 
like dependent bands with texture firm and corky and brownish-straw 
m colour. No volva now detectable. Disc-like expansion of the 
stem I inch in diameter, convex. Spores dark purple, spherical, 
smooth, 5-4 to 6’4 ju. Milter Creek, near Mount Eba, Aug, (Dr, T. 
Campbell). We have only the one, slightly injured, specimen of this 
form. It seems undoubtedly to be a Montagnites, but it seems to 
us to be probably specifically difi^ent from our other specimens. Till 
more material is available we, hpwever, leave it under M, Candoltei. 

Forbes, in New South Wales, we collected a fungus 
(which has been mislaid) which we now believe to have beep M, CandoUei, It 
had black spores and at the time si^^eatWl'to us a rapidly dried Captmus. 
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POLYPORACKAE. 

FiSTCLtKA. 

423. Fistulitia hepatica, Fr. C'ke., Hand. Austr. Fungi. No. 582 (\V. Austr.). 
Viet.: Cuticle rough and brown with a red tinge, flesh tran.slucent with white 
striae running through it, pores of a delicate fle.sh-pink. a few oval pale yellowish- 
brown spores seen 7 to 8x5-2 /*, at foot of an old decayed stump, Ararat, May 
(E. J. .Semmens, No. 83). South Australia- Rather flabelliform in shape, 
3 inches deep and wide, dark brown (near Rood’s Prown. xxviii.), villous; pores 
near Japan Rose (xxviii.), the tubes separate, coral pinky-brown, then brownish- 
pink; flesh shows brown and paler layers; spores whitish, 4-8x3-2 ii; on dead 
stumps and at the base of liucalypls. Mount Lofty, June, 1921. 

■ ,STROniU)MM I.S. 

424 (iii.. 158). Sirobtloniyces pallcstcux, Ckc. and Mass N..S. Wales: 
When quite young, pilcus globo.se, J inch in diauictei, cotistncted rouml the stem, 
the periphery expanding a little and projecting from the stem, the stem 3 inches 
high, attenuated upwards. When adult, the pileiis up to 21 inches in diameter, 
slightly convex, shaggy, or broken up into large scale-like waits, some J inch in 
diameter and very thick with lissures between them, the toj)s of the warts dirty 
brown, the bases almost crimsoti-lake in colour, the warts somewhat polygonal 
in shape and in arrangement resembling a pine-apple, the i>ale straw-coloured 
fle.sh expo.sed in the cracks, when young the pileiis floccose from felted fibrils 
aggregating to form early scales, colours noted when young I’ale Flesh 
(Dauthenay, pi. 130, ton 4) to brow-ner and darker than Tale lllnsh (pi. 137, 
ton 4), when older with pinkish-purple marks, llyinenial surface convex, the 
middle tubes up to J inch long, shortening inwards and outwards, just adnexed 
and almost free, pores fairly large, angular, blight yellow to ) ellow ish-hrown 
bet'oming dark. Veil marked when young, turned downwards on to the stem 
and forming a narrow sleeve adpressed to this, ruptunng to leave long, jagged, 
dirty-stvuw-coloure<l .streamers round the edges of the pileus, rather scaly, in 
parts tinted pinkish-purple. Stem nj) to 3 to (> inches high, markedly bulbous, 
attenuated to i inch in diameter in the middle, dirty white in colour, often pinkish- 
purple to a dull crim.son-lake tint above and the lower jiart sometimes greyish, 
solid, when not quite mature w-ith numerous ring-like remains of the veil on the 
stem, l-'le.sli of the pileus turning blue on section, that of the stem reddish. 
Spores yellow-brown, 19 to 20-5^7-2 to 9 n- At or near the base of Angophora 
lancfolata, Cav., Neutral Kay, March, and Kradlev llcatl. April 

425 (iit., 159). Strohilomyres floccopus, Rost N.S. Wales. Kendall, May, 
spores pear-shaped, dark brown, reticulated, 8-5 to 10-4x7 to 8-5 ft. 

Koi.etus. 

426. Boletus lutcus (L.). In all cases, under or near siK-cies of Pinus. 
Spores munurty-shaped, brown, 7-6 to 11x3-2 to 5 ft N.S. Wales: Mittagong, 
June (ring marked), .South Australia; Beaumont, Adelaide. May; Walkerville, 
Adelaide, Sept.; Green Hill Road, July (after heavy rain, at first intensely 
gIuUtw)US and almost white with an ample white veil, becoming tlirty brown on 
the veil and pileus, the cut base of the stem turning brownish); Mount l>ofty. 
April, June (young specimens were eaten and proved p.-tlatablc); Upper Sturt 
and National I’ark (also forms without a ring). May; Kuitpo, May (also forms 
withbut a ring). 

427. Boletus mcgalosporus, Berk. Clel. and Chcel, Proc. Roy. .Soc. N.S. 
Wales, xlviii., 1914. p, 44. N.S. Wales: Pileus up to 2^ to 4J inches in diameter, 





covered with a fawny meal or villous becoming smooth, then sticky or viscid even 
when nearly dry so as to adhere to paper, convex, easily indented, pale tan to 
reddish-brown (tints noted—Maize Yellow, Dauthenay, pi. 36, ton 4; Fawn, 
pi. 308, ton 1). Pores small to rather large, whitish, then flesh coloured, pallid 
brown or pale fleshy-brown (paler than Madder Brown, Dauthenay), the tubes 
up to 'i inch long, with a sulcus round the stem. Stem 2J to 4 inches high, 
rather slender (^ inch to f inch or more below), attenuated upwards, whitish 
or with tints of brown (Creamy White, Danthena}'), deeply and irregularly 
elongated, lacunose throughout, rooting with mycelial threads at the base, with 
spongy pith or markedly hollow. Spores mummy-shaped, smooth, brownish, 
13-8 to 19x5 to 6’5 /». Taste bitter. N.S. Wales; National Park, May (Miss 
(iarke, Watercolour); Chatswood, May; under Casmrina, North Bridge. 
.Sydney, April (edge of the pileus inturned with attached remains of a veil) 
This species in general appearance resembles B. lacunosus, Ckc. and Mass., but 
the spores differ markedly. We have had difficulty also in separating some 
examples of our B. anstro-fellfus when the reticulations become above almost 
areolate or lacunose. 

428. Boletus lacunosus, C’ke. and Mass. Clel. and Cheel, Proc. Roy. Soc. 
N.S. Wales, xlvii., 1914, p, 441. N.S. Wales: Pileus soft, pores adnate, base of 
the stem or the whole stem lacunose, spores warty, swollen in the middle with 
pointed ends, yellowish-brown, 12 to 13x6‘5 to 6’8 Colour tints noted:— 
Plieus tints of Buff Pink to Onion-skin Pink (Ridgway, xxvii.), Pale Ecru 
(Dauthenay, pi. 66. ton 4); pores near Light Russet Vinaceous (Ridgway, 
xxxix.), I,ila <7 White (Dauthenay, pi. 7, ton 4); stem Maize Yellow (Dauthenay. 
pi. 36, ton 2); National Park, May. 

429. Boletus (Tyropilus) austrofelleti^, n. sp. Pileus 2 to 5 inches in 
diameter, irregularly convex to nearly plane, slightly viscid when moist, villous 
or matt when dry, sometimes feeling like soft leather. Mineral Brown 
(Dauthenay, pi. 339, tons 1 and 2), dull pale brown, cinnamon-brown, dark 
reddish-umber, rich reddish-brown to dark tan, pale brown with a pinkish tinge 
or dark rusty-brown to a little yellower than Burnt Umber "(pi. 304, ton 1). Pores 
rather pallid with a flesh tint, pinkish-tan, pinkish-brown or fleshy-brown, turn¬ 
ing reddish-brown or brownish, small, adnate or with a slight sulcus round the 
stem, the tubes i to | inch long, attenuated both ways, pallid fleshy-brown (a 
little darker than Rosy White—Dauthenay, pi. 8, ton 4), or pale wood colour, 
sometimes showing a greenish tinge. Stem 2 to 3^ inches high, up to 1 inch 
thick, sometimes slightly attenuated downwards or slightly thickened below, the 
root somewhat pointed, above pale brownish with darker reticulated lines and 
below darker brown and sometimes punctate with brown dots or the colour dark 
pinkish-brown or reddish-brown; sometimes the stem is streaked and not reticu¬ 
lated. Flesh up to ^ inch thick, whitish, usually turning slightly reddish-brown, 
'i'astc usually mild, in one case noted as slightly bitter and only in one as very 
bitter Rather strdng radishy smdl. Spores elongated mummy-shape, almost 
white to pale brown, rO‘4 (rarely $'S) to 14 (rarely 15-5) x3‘4 to 5*5 /», Brown 
cystidia seen in one collection (at the base of an old stump), ventrioose, 34 to 
.38x12 ft. N.S. Wales: Sydney fNeutral Bay, Mosraan, etc.), March, April. 
May, Elec.; Milson Island, IfawkesDury River, April (Miss Clarke, Watercolours 
Nos. 62 and 200; D. I. Cleland, Watercolour No. 7). The following differ 
slightly I—Pileus, soft almost like cottoft-w^ and easily Indented, viscid with an 
easily storable cuticle leaving a white flesn, the colour of a yeast bun but Mler 
yellowish-brown at the periphery; pores rather hexagonal, moderately large, 
about 7 in *5 tnj.. of a dingy fleshy-brown; the stem below striate by slightly 
raised vagttdy anastomosing browahfli Hols, taste mild, spores pale titued, 11 to 



247 


12x4’2 fi ; Neutral Bay, April—these specimens resemble B, megalosporus, Berk,, 
except that the stem is not lacunose but only vaguely reticulated and the spores 
are smaller. Other specimens collected also at Neutral Bay in April are noted 
as having a slightly curved pileus, not viscid but feeling like a kid glove; adnate 
pinkish-flesh tubes; the stem streaked but not reticulated; the spores pallid, 
10*4 to 13*8x4ft; and the taste very bitter. Large specimens collected at Bradley 
Head in April, had stems which were reticulated and almost areolalc or lacunose 
above, in colour near Burnt Umber (Uauthenay, pi v304, ton 2), spores pallid, 
13*8 to 15*5x5 fji. This species would seem almost to grade into B, megalosporus. 
Berk. In fact, we placed the last-mentioned specimens at first under the latter 
species. 

Pileus 5 ad 12*5 cm. latus, irregulariter convexus ad subplanus, subviscidus, 
exsiccalus subtomentosus, fuscus, cinnamoneo-fliscus, rubido-fuscus, vel palHdo- 
fuscus. Porae subparvae, carneo-pallidac, deinde rubidae adnatae vel peri 
stipem parvo sulco, tubulae 6-18 mm. longae, bifariam atteiiuatac, pallido-cameo- 
rubidae. Stipes 5 ad ^ cm. longus, ad 2*5 cm. crassus, sursum pallido-fusctts et 
lineis reticulatis, deorsuin fuscus et punctatus vel rubido-fuscus. Caro ad 18 mm. 
crassus, albidus, saepe nrutans subrubidus. Sapor fere milis, rariter acerbus. 
Sporae elongato-fu.siformes, albidae vel palHdo-rubido-albidae, fere 10*4-14, 
rariter 8*5-15*5x3*4-S*5 ft. 

430. Boletus (Gyroporusj cacspttosus, n, sp. Caespitose. Pileus up to 

4 inches or more in diameter, convex and wavy, sometimes with the surface 
cracking, .surface matt, dull and soft but sometimes rather shiny, t iimamon Buflf 
to Clay Colour (xxix.) or near Isabella Colour (xxx.). Pores rather small, 
beginning as minute, irregular reticulations, rather irregular, dissepi¬ 
ments thick, with a .sulcus round the stem, pallid brownish-white or 
the colour of the cap (near Ivory Yellow, xxx.), becoming pale wood 
colour when bruised, old or cut, tubes up to ^ inch to \ inch long, 
attenuated both ways. Stem up to 3J inche.^ high, swollen in the middle 
(up to 1*1 to 2 inches), up to | to 1 inch thick above and to 1*^ to inches 

below, surface matt, the colour of the pileus, punctate with fine brownish granules. 
Flesh thick (up to 1 inch), white turning brownish or yellowish-brown. Spores 
oval to subspherical, white or slightly tinted, 8 to 8*9x5 to 5*5 ft. Moderately 
strong smell, taste mild. South Australia: At the base of a dead Eucalyptus 
rostrata, ,Schl., stump on successive years, Hurii-Ide, Adelaide, May; National 
Park, May. N.S. Wales: Terrigal, June (stem bulbous, spores with a central 
gutta). 

Plantae caespitosae. Pileus ad 10 cm, latus vel plus, convexus et undulatus. 
mollis ct non-nitidus, inlerdum subnitidus, cii^ .amoneo-luteus vel isabellinus. 
Porae subparvae, subirregulares, dissepimentis crassis, peri stipem sulco, eburneo- 
luteae, tulnilae ad *6-1*2 cm. longae. Stipe.s ad 8*7 cm. altus, in media parte 
inflatus, coloribus simillibus pileo, punctatus granulis. Caro crassus, albidus, 
niutans sub-brunneus. Sporae ovales ad sub.sphericalcs, albidae, 8-8*9x 5 - 5*5 ft. 

431. Boletus ovalisporits, n. sp. Pileus 2^ inches broad, irregularly convex to 
upturned, surface matt, tinted with shades of yellow and red, more yellow in the 
centre and more reddish njund the periphery. Parcs rather small, with a sulcus 
round the stem, tubes | inch deep, mustard-yellow. Stem 1 inch high, ^ inch 
thick, slightly attenuated downwards, surface matt, stained yellow. Flesh turning 
yellow and in places reddish or bluish. Spores oval, slightly brown. 7*5x5 ft. 
South Australia: Kuitpo, May, 1921. Viet.: Mr. E. j. Semmens has sent me 
(No. 73) what is from the dried specimens and his notes obviously the same 
apedes. He says: “Under Eucalypts (E. melliodora, Cunn.) and in long grass 
(Pou caespitosa, Forst., and Anthistiria ciliata, L.) and young growth of 
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E. elaeophora, F. v. M., Ararat, May, 1919. Whole plants at times with blood- 
red marks on the cap and in places on the pores and stem.” Spores oval, nearly 
colourless, 7 to 8*SxS’2 to 6 /». 

Pileus 5'5 cm. latus, irregulariter convexus ad recurvatus, non-nitidus, navus 
et ruber. Porae subparvae, peri stipem sulco, tubulae 6 mm. longae, sinapido- 
flavae.. Stipes 2-5 cm. altus, 6 mm. crassus, subflavidus. Caro mutans flavidus 
et interdum rubidus vel cyaneus. Six>rae ovales, subiuscae, 7*5x5 /i. 

432. Boletus porfentosiTs, Berk, and Br. Cke., Hand. Austr. Fungi, No. 563 
(Viet.). An exceptionally large Boletus which we have met with in New South 
Wales, and recently also in South Australia, seemed from the description to be 
this Ceylon species already recorded as above for Victoria. To make certain as 
far as possible, I wrote in 1919 tQ Mr, T. Petch at Peradeniya, Ceylon, sending 
him some dried spMimens. In replying he kindly furnished a copy of the original 
watercolour painting, which agrees very closely with the Australian specimens. 
'Fhc spores he found were similar, but noted that o\ir plant.s appeared to be 
minutely tomentosc (which is the case), whilst his notes on the Ceylon species 
stated that the pileus was glabrous. In Fetch’s redescription of this species 
(Annals Roy. Bot. Gdns., Peradeniya, iv., 1907, p. 58) the pileus is described as 
smooth and the stem as lacunose. He considers the dried type s^cimens of 
Polyporus olivaceo-fuscus. Berk, and Br., which the authors described with a 
pileus which was “pulverulento-tomentoso” as lieing immature plants of 
B. porteutosus. It is probable, then, that young Ceylon plants are sometimes 
tomentose. With the exception of the lacuno.se stem, our plants thus agree 
remarkably wdl with Fetch’s description, and so we consider them to be 
B. portentosus, or at most an Australian variety. 

A composite description of the Australian plants is as follows.—Pileus 11 to 
15 inches (South Australian specimens) in diameter, convex to nearly plane, 
sometimes with the centre a little depressed, finely tomentose or flecked with 
brownish to greenish-brown fibrillose scales, tending to crack, brown with a 
greenish tinge or dingy yellowish olive (tints approaching Brown Fink, 
Dauthenay, pi. 297, ton 1, and browner than Bistre Green,.pi. 296, ton 1). Flesh 
up to 2 inches thick, whitish but slightly dingy, sometimes turning yellowish with 
shades of sagep^-green or bluish-green and around insect marks and sometimes in 
the stem reddish, soft in texture like firm cotton-wool and difficult to cut from 
Its punkiness. Tubes ^ to 1^ inches long, just reaching the stem but leaving a 
slight sulcus, pinkish-orange-ycllow or yellowish-green, becoming dark brown 
when old or injured (near Chrome Yellow, middle, Golden Yellow, pi. 26, ton 1, 
with reddish stains), orifices moderately Urge, rather irregular. Stem sometimes 
eccentric, up to 7^ indies long, very stout, up to 7 inches thick in the middle, 
5| inches thick above, bulbous, ending below in a short conical root, jnouldy- 
looking green With tints of yellow and brown or diiKy yellowish-brown (tints of 
Old Olive Green, Olive Brown, pi. 299, tons 1 and 2), darker below, punctate 
looking from groups of villositics, Uot reUculatcd. Spores obliquely elliptical or 
})ear-shaped to oval, brownish, 7 to 8*5x5 to 6 /». Taste mild. N.S. Wales: 
Chathwood, Feh., 1918 (Mis$ Clarke, Watercolour No. 175); National Park, 
March; BulH Pass, April; IJsarow (C, H. Starkey), Oct,; Mount Irvine. 
South Australia: Bull’s Creek (spores ydlow-brown, elliptical. 8*5 to 9x5*6 /a). 

4^3. Boletus (PMeop&fus f) lUofino'ltrmneus, n. sp. B. pruukolor, (3ce. 
and Mass., whose description this species somewhat resembles, has, if correctly 
described, much ^ger spores (18 to 20x6 n). There is some resemblance also 
to the descriptiop of 0, intractits, Fr. (Cke., Jjand. Austr. Fungi, No. 564, W.A.), 
M the pores afe hardly sulphur epUared, TOs species is common In pUces near 
Sydney and frequently reautins kmg unes^ded. Pileus | inch up to inches 
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in diameter in expanded specimens, convex, then slightly convex with the centre 
raised or irregularly plane, somewhat viscid when moist, when dry surface dull 
or finely villous and showing with a lens adpressed fibrils, sometimes splitting to 
show the white flesh, pale biscuit in colour to lilacy-brown, dull carnation or 
brownish-purple (browner than Lilac, Dauthemiy, pi. 176, ton 4, with the edge 
Rosy White, pi. 8. ton 4; Dark Fawn, pi. .S07, ton 4, to Burnt Umber, pi. 3(H. 
ton 2; deeper than Lilacy While, pi. 7, ton 4. flecked willi Dark Chocolate Brown, 
pi, 342, ton 2). Pores adnatc to adnexed and leaving a sulcus round the stem, 
then siiparating, minute, very crowded, dissepiments thick, the tubes very shallow, 
whitish to pale yellow or pale flesh (the tubes a deeper flesh) (Rosy White, pL 8, 
ton 1. passing to Ion 4 on bruising; Purplish tinted White, pi. 6, ton 4; Amber 
White, Succinum (Yellow), pi. 12, ton 4). Stem IJ to 4 inches high, stout to 
moderately slender, up to 1 inch thick in the middle, base bulbous or a litljle 
swollen, solid, coloured like the pileus but not so dark and more streaky or some¬ 
times punctate, dull carnation to lilacy-brown (browner than IJlac, pi. 176, ton 4; 
Purplish White, pi. 6, ton 4 alK)ve to Pinkish Neutral Tint. pi. ton L below; 
mar Fleshy White, pi, 9, ton 4, streaked with Dark Chocolate Brown, pi. 342, 
Ion 3). Flesh thick, white, sometimes turning a little pink. Taste mild. Spores 
in the mass Lilacy White (pi. 7, ion 2), after keeping becoming browmer with a 
purplish tint, microscojucally pallid to brownish, mummy-shaped, sometimes 
deformed or long and narrow, 8*5 to 13x3-4 to 5 fi. N.S. Wales: Neutral Bay, 
iiradlcy Head, etc., round Sydney Harbour, Feb., March. April, May; Narra- 
been, Newport (Dr. Uarnell-Smith), March; National Park, March. A collection 
of expanded examples, apparently of this species, obtained at Bradley Head in 
April, had yellowish pores, turning bluish-green when bruised and the flesh of 
the pileus and stem turning yellow, then a rich blue (l^ale Blush, pi. 137, ton 4; 
Maisie Yellow, pi. 36, ton 4; Pale Hcru, pi. 66, ton 4; later blue). ( Form. Sp., 
No, 75.) 

Pileus 1-8 ad 8*7 cm lalus, vSaepe noii-expansus, eonvexus, deinde sub- 
convexus vel irregulatiter planus, subviscidus. exsiccalus subvillosus et adpresso- 
fibrillosus, Hlacino-brunncus sed variabilis. l^)rae adnatae ve! adnexae, peri 
stipem sulco, deinde disjunctae, minutae, dissepimentis crassis, tubulac perbreves, 
albidae vel ro.seo-albidae vel succineo-albidae. Stipes 4*5 ad 10 cm. altus, crassus 
ad subtenuis, ba,se bulboso vel sub-bulboso, solidus, similis pileo coloratus, 
interdum punclatus. Caro crassus, albidus. Sporae lilacino-albidae, deinde 
subfuscae, fusiformes, 8*5-13x3*4-5 fi, 

I’OLYPORUS. 

434. Polyporus pellcs, Jarvis, Lloyd, in ApiKs Polyporus, p. 327 (y’land) ; 
Clel. and Chi^l, Jour. Proc. Roy, Soc. N.S. Wales, li., 1918, p. 528, No. 130. 
Syn, P, atfohispiiUis, Lloyd, Mycol. Notes. No. 58, March, 1919, p. 823. fig, 1376. 
Upper surface Russett (xv.) to Mars Brown (xv.) or near Bay (ii.) with paler 
areas, villous to hispid with brownish fibrils often in fascicles and sometimes 
ottered and showing the whitish fibrous surface below, nearly plane to slightly 
convex, up to 4^ inches broad by 3 inches antcro-postcriorly. Contracted some¬ 
times into a narrow, short, stem-like base, but usually broadly and somewhat 
deenrrentiy attached by one-third or more of its border. Under surface convex. 
Pores minute, close, iitegular, dissepiments thin, whitish, pallid or with a pale 
ochtaceous tinge, when bruised or older turning Russet (xv.), the tubes when 
cut Pale Ochraceous Salmon (xv.), becoming Russet (xv.), occasionally 4 wch 
de< 3 p, Context radiately strigose. Pale Ochraceous Salmon becoming Rusaet, 
up to 1 inch thick at its attachment, gradually attenuating outwards. Flesh ca$ily 
cut,' softiah but coherent. Spores abundant, elliptical, one side a little flattened^ 
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white to pallid, some coloured brownish, 4*5 to 7*5 by 3*2 to 4 /t. On living 
and dead Eucalyptus trunks and stumps. N.S. Wales: National Park, May 
(identified by Lloyd, Nos. 183 and 523). South Australia: Atrophispidus form, 
on trunks of living £. obUqtia, L’H., and on dead stumps, Mount l.ofty, June and 
July (identified by Lloyd, No. 788), and National Park, Aug.; pefles form on 
E. obliqua, L*H., and dead stumps, Mount Lofty, May (identified by Lloyd, No. 
789), and Kuitpo. • " 

435. Polyporus Vicioriensis, Lloyd. Lloyd (No. 846) has identified for us 
as this species plants found on a dead Eucalypt in the National Park^ South 
Australia, in September, 1922. There were abundant subspherical whitish spores, 
3*2 to 3*8 /». No setae were seen. Lloyd has described our specimens as 
follows:—“Pileus sessile, large, 5^8 inenes and 3 inches thick, ligneous, sug¬ 
gesting a Pomes. Surface with thin, pale, glabrous crust. Context brown. 
Pores about 1*5 cm. long, coarse to the eye, brown, the mouths darker. Setae 
none. Hymenial elements hyaline. Spores hyaline, globose. 4 n, smooth.” He 
considers our plant as a perfect specimen of the species he had previously 
described from Victoria on an imperfect specimen,' and places the species in 
Sect. 95 of his Apus Polyporus, differing from the P. gilvus section (Sect. 96) 
in the absence of setae. 

436. Polyporus sordenhilus, Mont. N.S. Wales: Radiating from a common 
centre, on the ground, probably on an old stump, spores ( ?) 3‘4 by 2 /t, Kendall, 
May (identified by Lloyd, No. 345), 

437. Polyporus concrescens, Mont. N.S. W’alcs: Boatharbour, near 1-is- 
more, Aug. (identified by Lloyd, No. 417). 

438. P^yporus trabeus, Fr. Placed by Lloyd in his Div. 1., Sect. 81. 
N.S. Wales: On fallen trunk, National Park, May, spores rod-shaped, slightly 
curved, 3*5 to 4*2 by 1 ft (identified by Lloyd, No. 5^, “in sense of my Ajpus 
Pamphlet”); on fallen trunk, Lisarow, when moist soft, white, surface a little 
dingy and rather velvety, pores do not change colour, spores numerous, white, 
5*5 by 3*8 ^ (identified by Lloyd, No. 455: “I make the spores allantoid”). 

439. Polyporus rubidus, Berk. Cke., Hand. Austr. Fungi, No. 640 (Qland, 
N.S, Wales); Clel. and Cheel, Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S. Wales, li.. No. 12, 
N.S. Wales: Kendall, Aug, (identified by Lloyd, No. 565). 

440. Polyporus citreus, Berk. Lloyd, Syn. Apus Polyp., p, 355: Lloyd, 
Letter 67, Note 659. N.S. Wales: National Park, July; Macquarie Pass, Aug. 
Identified by IJoyd (No. 422) with some doubt. He points out that the type 
at Kew is very small, and that he was in error in placing this species in Div. IV., 
Sect. 98, as the spores-'are evidently not coloured. He givgs the colour of our 
specimens as Amber Yellow of Rid^ay. 

Fomes. 

441 (iii,, 185; iv., 305). Femes robuslits, Karst. Spores subspherical to 
rather triangular, hyaline, 6*3 to Viet.: Staughton Vale, Brisbane Ra., Nov. 
(occasional narrow, acuminate, brown setae, 14*5 by 3 f»). South Australia: On 
Eucalyptus vimitudis, Labili, Magill, June; National Park, Sept., and Kuitpo, 
May; on £, ovato, Labili., Kuitpo, March {two trees affected, one with a number 
of brackets and sick-looking), and between Willunga Hill and Myponga, Nov. 
(many trees affected'); ott Casuorino strifh, Ait, Encounter Bay, Jan. (occa¬ 
sional nearly colourless but slightly tinted oval spores, 9 by 7 and occasional 
brown setOie with swollen bases, 27 by 10 m) i at ba.se of tree, Clare, Aug.; 
L. Bonney^ S.E., Doc., and Port Lthooln, May; on CalHtris robusta, R. Br.* 
Kmchina* StpU 

M2 (iv., 310). Foffms rimosus, utar, Casuamae, Clel. and Cheel. Spores 
bitb^herkal to ova); hjwwm. 6 5 to 7*5»»4 to 5 South AuistraUa: Oa belah, 
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Casuarina lepidopMoia, F. v. M*. and on mallee» Eucalyptus oleosa, F. v. M., 
Renmark, Jan.; on li. odorata, Beh., Kinchina, Oct.; on C. lepidophloia,, 
F. V* M., Oak Forest, Ooldea, Aug., and Dilkera, May (Prof. Osborn); on 
r. sUricta, Ait., Clare, Aug. 

443'(iv., 313) Pomes (Ganodermus) applanatus, var. leucophaeus, Mont 
We have recorded F. applanatus, Pers., for South Australia, but the fomi found 
in this State is probably this variety with a pallid crust. Mr. J. A. Hogan 
collected a large specimen (21 inches laterallv x 8 inches x 3 inches thick) at 
the bit^t of an old pepper tree (Scltintts mollts) at Burnside in April. 1924. The 
crust IS pallid brownish to brownish, the context up to IJ inches thick, and 
the pore layer ^ to 1 inch thick. 1 'hc latter for the most part shows evident 
seasonal additions to the tube length of small amount, though in one part a tube 
length of i inches has been attained apparently in one growing period. These 
specimens are in obvious contrast to the usual New wSouth Wales ones, with rela¬ 
tively scanty context and exceedingly long tubes (var. australis), the difference 
corre.sponding to the difference in rainfall (in total amount and seasonably 
distributed). 

POLYSTICTUS. 

444 (iii, 170; iv., 292). Polystictus ciunaharinus, Jacq South Australia; 
On peppermint gum. O’Halloran llill, Aug. ((3. II. Dutton); on dead stumps of 
Callitris robusta, R, Br., Murray Bridge. Sept.. 1889 (Mr Zietz); on bunya-pine 
wood. Araucaria Bidtvilli, Hook.. Burnside, Aug. Western Australia: Kalgoorlie. 

Hexagona. 

445 (iv., 315). Hexagona Gunnii, Hook. .Spores elongated, 16 to 
usually 19x6*5 to 8 fi. South Australia: Hills above Glen Osmond, April; 
National Park. May; Mount fwofly, June; on Eucalyptus vimnaUs, I^bill., 
Victor Harbour. Aug. 

. THKLEPHORACEAE. 

Stereo M. 

446 (iii., 219; iv., 335), Stcremn membrauaceum, Fr South Australia: 
At base of Casuarina lepidophloia, F. v. M., Dilkera. May (Prof. Osborn). 

Craterellus. 

447. Craterellus multiplex, Cke. and Mass. Cke., Hand. Austr. Fungi, 
No. 967 ('I'as.). South Australia: At the base of a dead stump, Mount Lofty, 
June, upper surface of the pilei Light Pinkish Cinnamon (xxix.), the hymenial 
surface near Vinaceous Pink (xxviii.) of narrow thick radiating folds, some¬ 
times forking or connected by bars. 

GASTEROMYCKIALES 

Phalloiueae. 

448. Phallus rubicundus, Fisch., var. gracilis. Gel. and Cheel, jour. Proc. 
Roy. Soc. N.S. Wales, xlix., 1915, p. 199. Miss L. Grcenberger, Head Teacher 
at Mount Benson School, near Kingston, S.E., has forwarded thtough Mr. A 
G. Edquist ^cimens of this species, collected in April and June in a sandy place 
amongst buffalo grass, 'fhe spores are rod-shaped, 5*5x2 /*. This is the first 
record 6 f the genus for South Australia. 

449. Lysurus australicnsis, Cke. and Mass. Under the specific name of 
Gardner^ Berk., a Ceylon species, we have previously (Jour. Proc. Roy. Soc. 

N;S. Wales, xlix., 1915, p. 204) described a number of Australian plants. From 
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recent careful work by T. Fetch it is clear that the Australian plant is a different 
species, and so we revert to Cooke and Massee’s name, which in the above paper 
we suppressed as a synonym. N.S. Wales: In buffalo grass lawn, Narrabri, 
May, 1919; Palm Beach, April, 1918, lobes dirty orange South Australia: 
Plants up to 6 inches high. Arms 5. 1 inch long, upright but slightly spreading 
above, somewhat trian^lar, narrowing upwards, external surface Light Pinkish 
Cinnamon (xxix.) or Ochraceous Orange (xv.) and longitudinally grooved, the 
groove continuous with the stetn, the inner surface covered with the tlark brown 
gleba, more or less transversely rug^e and the rugae occasionally anastomosing 
and encroaching on the sides of the external groove and passing between the 
arms, where the pileus is represented merely by a narrow rim. the ai ms hollow 
with the inner surface folded to correspond with the depressions in the outer 
surface. Stem attenuated downwards, tapering into the volva. 1 inch thick 
below, i inch thick above, finely furrowed more or less longitudinally, leaving 
somewhat elongated depressions between the furrows, some of these penetrating 
deeply and forming slightly elongated lacunae, white below gradually passing 
into Creani Buff (xxx.) anovc, hollow with the cavity \ in in diameter and 
narrowed but open above and below, the wall of two layers of cells, the innei 
the larger. Volva white, lax, torn irregularly into lobes. Smell sickly faecal. 
Spores 4*5>'2 /*. ^ a lawn at the Grange, Jan., Feb, and April, 1924 (Mrs 
Kelly, per H. Finnis, Editor of the Journ. of Agric., South Australia). 

NIDULARIACEAE. 

NrpvLA. 

450. Nidula tnicrocarpa, Peck. Llo^ (The Nidulariaceae, 1905, p. 11) 
refers an Australian collection made by' Reader, probably in Victoria, to this 
species (probably). We have found a single plant, which also seems referable 
to this secies, between Bowral and Robertson, l^ew South Wales, in August. 
The outer surface of the peridium is adpressed-tomentose and p^lid. 'l^re 
are munerous, very small, aark reddish-brown peridioles, the surfaces of which 
are very slightly rugulose. The spores are 9 to 10*4x5*5 to 6*8 fi. 

Cyathus. ♦ 

451 (iv., 350). Cyathus stercoreus, Schw, N.S. Wales: Hawkesbury River, 
June, July. South Australia: On dung, Mount Lofty, May; by roadside, Green 
Hill Road, June. 

452. Cyathus vemicosus, Tul, Qel. and Cheel, Proc. Roy. Soc. N.S. 
Wales, 1., 1916, p, 107. Spores 9*5 to 12*5x4*5 to 8 Viet.: On decaying 
bark, Craigie, near Ararat, June (£. J. Semmens). South Australia: Adelaide. 
Feb. (A. H. C. Zietz); Mount Lofty, June; Islington, June (E. H. Ising); on 
fallen leaves and sticks, Beaumont, June (identified by Lloyd, No. 785) and July; 
New Brighton, Sept. (D. CHbtxms), 

453. Cyathus Calensoi, Betk, Lloyd, The Nidul., p. 26. South Australia: Lloyd 
(No, 790) has identified specitneos for us colletied by Dr. T. Gampbell in August 
between Mount Eba and the North-South line. The outer surface of the 
peridium is whffish. In youflj^ specimens the adpressed hairs on the exterior are 
prominent. The apores are pear-shaped, 9*6x8 n. We have also collected 
spedmens at Ooldea Sopk m August; spores variable, 14*5x8 u, 9*5 m. 
9*5>c6’5 p. 

ASCX>MYC»TALES. 

454 (fil., ^7). Leatia mareidtt^ Pets. South Australia: Amongst leaves 
under trees. Mount lofty^ Jtme, stem near Yellow Ochre (xv.), t^us near 
Medal Bronite (fv.). Spores axtrved, 15 to 19x4 to S #». 
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ADDITIONS TO THE FLORA OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

No. 22. 

By J. M. Bkapk. 

(Read October 1924.| 

Gramineae. 

rraercstiB int-rropta, (i.amic.) Be-uiv \ar t»nukr.im3. Stapf. IV. 
Stapf distinguishes E. inlfrrwpta from ii. ienella, (L.) Roem. et Schult.. by the 
former having 2 stamens and the‘latter .V Our far-northern grass (which also 
occurs in India and China) has only 2 stamens, and he therefore places it as 
above, instead of under E. tencUa. 

Eragrostis intemipta, (Lamk.) Beauv var. densiflora, n. var. Variat 
panicula erecta spiciformi 6-10 cm. longa basin versus interrupta. ramis 
5-20 mm. longis dense fasciculatis et secus rhachin principalcin appressis usque 
ad basin spicuHs vestitis, spicuHs sub.sessilibus 2-3 mm. longis 4-5-floris, gluma 
florifera 1 mm. longa. palea glabra, staminibus 2. fcaryopsi ovoidca nitente 
jr mm. longa. 

Toorawatchy Waterhole, between Cordillo Down.s and Innamincka; coll. 
J. B. Cleland. Has a very different appearance from var. ienuissima because of 
the compact spikelike panicle, with appressed branche.s shorter and much more 
densely clothed with spikelets. 

Isachne australis, R. Br., has been found by Professor Cleland at Black 
Swamp, near Currency Creek. 

Cyperaceae. 

Cyperus Eragrostis, Vahl., has been re-discovered by Professor J. B. Cleland 
in a marsh near the Bluff, Victor Harbour. 

Var. pauperata, n. var. Variat caule tanlum 1-3 cm. longo verisimiliter 
annuo tantuin 1 vel 2 spiculas gerente, involucri bracteis 2, altera breviore altera 
multo longiore quam smcula. 

Spring behind the Bluff; coll. J. B. Cleland. Our specimens show a minute 
plant, with spikelets of the type, but much reduced in number. 

Cypmia Clelandii, n. sp. Perennis, caule subrobusto 50-80 cm. longo 
apicem versus trigono, foliorum vaginis latis scariosis laminis angustis caulem 
sttbaequantibus inargiue scabris, umbellae compoSitae radiis primariis circiter 
8 3-10 cm. longis, radiis secundariis altemis divergentibus inaequalibus base 
bracteatis apice 3-10 spiculas gloracratas stellatim patentes gerentibus, spiculis 
Hnearibus compressis aureis 6-9 ntm. longis 2 mm. latis 8-12-floris, involucri 
bracteis circiter 5 quarum 3 vel 4 inflorescentiani longe superantibus. glumis 
2 mm, longis mucronulatis utroque latere 3-4-nerviis, rhachilla diu persistente 
angustissime alata, nuce angusta trigona acut4 straminea sub lente granulata 
ghunae fere aequilongi. 

Cordillo Downs, north of Cooper Creek; fruiting May, 1924. Named after 
the finder. Professor J. B. Cleland, who made a lar^ collection of plants in the Far 
Nortii-East during May and June, 1924. Differs from C. longus, L., C. rofundus, 
1«, C, tuberosus, Kofttb., C. stolonifer, Retz., and C. disntptus, C. B. Clarke, in the 
nut nearly as long as the fruiting glume, instead of only I or i as long. In other 
raapects it comes nearest to descriptions of C. tuberosus, but the .spikelets are 
abdrter^and fewer-flowered, the glmnes much shorter and distinctly 3-4-nerved 
dlb each side. ITie ripe glumes are caducous from base of rhachilla; the rhizome 



2S4 

is unknown. From C. laetus, C. B. Qarke. it differs in the nut narrowly elliptic 
and acute, not obovoid, in the compound umbels and fewer-flowered spikelets 

Bulbostylis eapillaris, (1-.) C B. Clarke.—^Synonym Fimbristylis capUlaris, 
(L.) A. Gray. 

North of Cooper Creek, coll. J. B. Cleland. First record for South Australia 

Schoenus fluttans. Hook, f., has been found near Encounter Bay by Professor 
Cleland 

C H ENOPOOIACEAE. 

Bassia uniflora, F. v. M. var. incon]|ruens, n. var. V’ariat praecipue 
•semine fere verticali, foHis 7-15 mm. longis, spinis tenuibu.s 2-5 mm. longis, 
perianthii basi cava obliquiore. 

Flinders Range and the Far North.—This is the form mentioned by Mr. R. 
H. Anderson in his Revision of the genus Bassta, in Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S Wales, 
48; 329 (1923), as having been found at llergott and on the Arkaringa Creek 
It occurs also north of Cooper Creek and seems worthy of at least varietal rank. 
'Ihe vertical seed brings it near B. parallelicuspis, R. H. Anderson, but in general 
appearance it is nearer B. uniflora. It differs from B. parallelicuspis m the 
longer and divergent spines, and from B. umfiora in the vertical seed and the 
fruiting perianth less expanded at summit and with a somewhat more oblique 
base. 

Amaraktaceae. 

Trichinium helipteroides, F. v. M. var. minor, n. var. Variat parvitate 
omnium partium, folds late lanceolatis circiter 1 cm longis, spicis globosis 
8-10 mm. diam. breviter pedunculatis, bracteolis bracteam fere aequantibus, 
perianthio 5 mm. longo. 

Blood Creek (N. of Oodnadatta); coll. S. A, White. Has somewliat the 
aspect of Helipterum moschatum. 

Ranunculaceae. 

Ranunculus parviflorus, L., var. glabreacms, n. vdr. Forma fere glabra, 
foliorum segmentis petiolulatis lobulatis, petalis interdum 6, achaeniis tuber- 
culatis breviter rostratis. 

Reedbeds, near Adelaide; River Murray; Flinders Range. 

Leguminosae. 

Swainaona villosa, n. sp. Plants tenuis humilis pilis simidicibus villoM 
praesertim in partibua junioribus, foHolis 5-7 obovato-cuneatis l-li <ot. longis 
supra glabrescentibus, stipulis lanceolatis, floribus purpureis circiter 5 in racemo 
pedunculato, bracteis pedicellis fere aequilongis, calyce 6 mm. longo pilis nigris 
villoso, dentibus acuminatis tubum saltem aequantibus, bracteolis minutis, vexillo 
circiter 15 mm. lato ecalloso, carini obtusi aiis aequilonj^, ovario villoso, stylo 
usque ad medium barbato, afflee recto post stigma peniciilato, legumine ignoto. 

Glen Ferdinand, Mus^ve i^nge; coil. S. A. White. Differs from the 
following m the colour of the keel and the small tuft of hairs behind the stigma, 
not all round it; also in the style straight towards the summit. The other long¬ 
haired species are without hair-tufts near the stigma. 

Swainaona flavicarinata, n, ap- Plants proatrata griseo-viridis pilis 
simplkibus'villosa, foliolis 5-9 obovato-coneatis vel oblongo-cuneatis 6-15 mm. 
lon^s utrinque pilosis vel supra f^abresoentibus, stipulis anguste lanceolatis, 
racemo 6-12^orD, bractea longiore enuun podiwUns brevis, calycis 8 mjm. longi 
dentibus laneeolato-aubulatis tubo bracteolis tubiun aequantibus, 

yexillo rubro eirdter 12 mm. lato, ungiM ^wSfassato, alia fUbris brevioribtts quaUi 
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Carina flava incurva, stylo complanato tota longitudine barbata, apice fere directi- 
angulatim inflexo circum stigma penicillato, legumine ovoideo-oblongo compresso 
viJloso 5-14 mm. longo secus suluram impresso. 

Near Lake I'orrens; along Hroketi Hill railway; Strzclecki Creek; near 
Great Bight; western New South Wales; Barrow and Fraser Ranges (Western 
Australia). Differs from the other long-haired species by the style abruptly 
bent inwards near the summit, not merely hooked. The yellow keel is always 
conspicuous. 

Swainsotia reticulata, n. sp. Planta humilis pilis simplicihus appressis 
pubescens, foliolis 5-9 oblongo-cuneatis vel oblongo-linearibus obtusis yel 
emarginatis, stipulis lineari-lanceolatis, racemo 2-6-floro, bracteis pedicello saepius 
aequilongis, calycis 5-6 mm. longi dentibus .saepe acuminatis, bracteolis minutis, 
vexillo 10-12 mm. lato base parum calloso vel ecalloso, carina obtusa alis 
aequilonga. ovario pubcscente. stylo tota longitudine barbato, apice directi- 
angulatini inflexo sine pcnicillo, legumine subeylindrato 15-20 mm. longo 3-4 mm. 
lato nervis eminentibus reticulato pubescente secus suturam profunde impresso 
biloculato. 

Murray lands; Wynbring; Musgrave Range; l)ctwecn Ooldea and Great 
Bight; Lake Victoria (New South Wales). Near i". orobotdes, but differs in 
the cylindrical non-inflated 2-celled pod» the obtuse leaflets and the flowers in a 
short raceme. ' 

Swainsona campestris, n. sp. JManta ngidula pilis sim])lici]nts apt)ressift 
pubescens, foliolis 5-11 linearibus vel lineari-lanceolatis acutis 1-2 cm longis, 
stipulis longis subulatis, floribus purpureis 4-8 in racemo, bractea breviore quam 
pedicellus, calyce 5 mm. longo nigri-pubescente. dentibus lanceolatis tubo 
brevioribus, bracteolis minutis, vexillo circiter 10 mm. lato ecalloso, carina obtusa 
alas subaequante, pedunculis fructiferis elongatis rigidis j)atcniibus, stylo tota 
longitudine barbato, apice recto, legumine subeylindrato villoso 12-20 mm. longo 
circiter 4 mni. lato secus suturam profunde impresso biloculato apicem versus 
saepe incurvo. 

Hughes Railway Station (Nullarbor Plain); coll. E. H Ising. Differs from 
the preceding in the straight style, the acute leaflets, the long rigid fruiting 
peduncles and the less prominently reticulate pod 

Swainsona viridis, n. sp, Planta viridis prostrata fere glabra, foliolis 
7-11 obovatis nonnunquam emarginatis vel fere obcordatis 5-10 mm. lonps 
margine et nervo medio pilosulis, stipulis magnis foliaceis obtusis semicordatis, 
floribus purpureis 5-8 in racemo, bracteis foliaceis ovato-lanceolatis ciliolalis 
pedicello brevi longioribus, calyce 7 mm. longo glabro absque dentibus lanceolatis 
ciliolatis tubum aequantibus, vexillo circiter 15 mm. lato ecalloso, carina obtusa 
alis sublongiore, bracteolis lanceolatis tubo calycis fere aequilongis, ovario 
pubescente, stylo tota longitudine barbato apicem versus recto, legumine ignoto. 

Cumamona Station (north of Yunta Railway Station); coll. T. G. R. Osborn. 
A handsome species owing to the bright flowers and green foliage; well dis¬ 
tinguished from .S', catnpylantha and other species by the broad leafy stipules, 
bracts and bractcoles. 

Swainsona microcalyx, n. sp, Planta gracilis ascendens pilis minutis 
appressis ccntraliter afiixis puberula, foliolis 3-9 oblongo-cuneatis vel obovato- 
cuneatis obtusis vel emarginatis .supra glabresccntibus 5-12 mm. longis, stipulis 
litxcari-lanceolatis, floribus parvis purpureis 12-20 in racemo rigidule .sed graciliter 
pisiunculalo, bradea pedicello breviore, calyce 3 mm. longo, dentibus 1 mm. 
longis, bracteolis minutis, vexillo circiter 8 mm. longo laloque ecalloso, alis carinae 
oMusac aequilongis, stylo tenui lota longitudine barbato apicem versus recto, 
legumine non bene maturo subeylindrato appresse puberulo 17 mm. longo 3-4 mm, 

hno. 
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Tarcoola; coll. E H. Ising. This species belongs to the section with fork^ 
hairs attached by their centre. It differs from other members of the section in 
the smaller, more numerous flowers; the long stiff peduncles resemble those of 
S. campestris bxtt are much more slender. 

Stvaitisona stipvlaris, F. v. M. (1852). This is the valid name of this species, 
as S. phacifolia, F. v. M. (1850) is a ntmen nuduM. The latter nafme was pub- 
lished, without any description, in a letter to the editor of the South Auslraliau 
Register, signed "Dr. Ferdinand Mueller.” and printed in the issue of 19th Feb., 
1850. In the course of the letter Mueller wrote:—“To the already known kinds 
of the beautiful Swainsonia (sic), my researches add three new ones, very valuable 
in horticulture, S. phacaefolia, S vtciaefolia, S. Behriana ” 

Pultenaea dentata, I.abill Mount Compass First record for South 
Australia. 

Glycine sericea, (1'. \. M.) Benth.. var orthotricha, n. tar. \ariat pilis 
appressis erectis (non reflexis ut in typo et in ceteris speciebus nostris). seminibus 
ovoideo-oblongis nottminquam maculosis. 

Alberga River, coll. H W. Andrew; Central Australia, coll. K 'I'ate 

Indigofera enneaphyUa, D. Cordillo Downs (north of Cooper Creek); coll 
J B. Cleland. First record for South Australia. 

Cacsia Stnrtii, R. Br., var. planipes, n. var. \ ariat foliis .^-jugis ovi u 
oblongis 12-20 mm longis, petiole ad perpendiculum complanato cancsceitte, 
anthera infima ceteris .sublongiore. legumine 5-9 cm. longo 12-19 mm lato 

Cordillo Downs; coll. J. B. Cleland. 

Tephrosia sphaerospora, F. v. M.—Between Cordillo Downs and Cooper 
Crtek; coll. J B Cleland First record for South Au-stralia. 

Z YGOPn YU-ACEAi:. 

Zvgophyllum compressum, n. sn. Planta annua erecta, foliolis oval i 
vcl orbicularibuh aut supremis oblongis 8-15 mm. longis, altero foliolo alterum 
adversum aspectante (non utroijue in codeni piano divergente ut in ceteris 
speciebus). petalis 4 flavis ^ice rotundatis 4-6 mm, longis duplo lomgipribus 
nuam sepala, staminibus 8. nlamentis alati.s et leviter bidentatis, disco in 4 
glanduias crectas lineari-oblongas truncatas ovarium subaequantes apice ciliolatas 
diviso, capsula obovoideS nutante 7-1(1 mm. long! basi et apice 4 tingutis 
lOlundatis instructa, seminibus 2-3 in woque loculo. 

Port Augusta to near Fowler Bay; Far North; Central Australia, The smali 
flowers and capsules and the leaflets turned inwards so as to face each other 
distinguish this species from Z. glapcesc«ns. 

Zygophyllum tesquorum, n. so, Plapta artnua ascendens, foliolis oblique 
oblanccolatis vel oblongo-ellipticis o-lO mm. longis integris, petalis 5 in siccitate 
albis circiter 6 mm. loiq^s duj^lo longioribus quam sepala, staminibua 10. 
fllamentorum dimidio inferiore oflaitato sid non nlato, capsula globosa 6-7 mm. 
longa 5-angulata in peduncttlo flliformi oatente vel deflexo 7-10 mm, longo. 
.semine hand nitente I in quoque locate.* 

Lake Torrens; Far North; Central Australia, Near Z. iodocarpwn, differ¬ 
ing in the much longer petals and peduncles and in the .dull seeds. Thi.s and the 
preening species belong to the section Rotpitra, 

TaSHAKmtAlCEAB. 

Tetmtheca halmaturiiia, n. vp, Stiffrutex humilis fere glaber, cauiibus 
teretibus r^dis junciformibus glandtiHs thhtelHttus eonsperais, foliis ad paucas 
sqUamas nnnutas subtdatas reductis, fldrd brmdtbr peduntmlato in axill& brmeteae 
swulatee, petal^ia rubris vel alMdis suiik teatis, tubo atttherino anthUrae fare 
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aequilongo, ovario apicem versus puberulo, ovulo 1 in utroque loculo, capsula 
obovato-cuneata» seminibus pubcrulis. 

Kangaroo Island. Near 7\ jiincca, Sm., but differs in the stems with sessile 
glands and without acute angles or wings, the sepals and petals 5 instead of 4, 
the longer anther-lube and the single ovule in each cell. From the Western Aus¬ 
tralian species it differs in the pul>escent seeds. 

Eupiiorbiaceae. 

Phyllanthus thymoidcs, Sieb., var. parviflorus, n. var. Fruticulus, 
raniuHs pilis minutis patentibus sparse vestitis, foliis obovato-cuneatis apice fere 
truncatis 3-6 mm. longis glabris absque margine ciliato, sepalis masculis ovatis 
1 mm. longis ciliolatis, aiitheris subsessilibus liberis, filamentis brevissimis liberis 
et glandulis minutis suffultis. 

Near Wolsclcy; also in the Victorian Tatiara. Varies from the type in the 
smaller flowers, the shorter filaments always free and the minute glands at their 
bases. 

Boruacunaceak 

^Hcliotropium suphnm, Hlanchetown, River Murray; coll. A. Morris.— 
Mediterranean region. Apparently the first lime this weed has been recorded in 
Australia. 

COMPOSITAE. 

Pluchea rubelliflora, (F. v. M.) n. comb., is described by Hentham as 
“glabrous” and by Mueller (Rep. Babb. Exped., 11) as “sometimes glandular- 
downy and hispid.” The latter statement is confirmed by the specimens we have 
from Cordillo Downs, Slrzelecki Creek, and I'lmders Range .—Eyrea rubelliflora, 
F. V. M., in Linnaea, 25: 40v^ (1852); Pluchea h,vrca, F ^ M Rep. Babb. 
Exped. 12 (1859). 
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A MONAZITS-BBARINO PBOMATITB NEAR NORlIANVILLE. 

By R. Grenfell Tbomas, B.Sc. 

[Read October 9, 1924.] 

Plates XXIII. and XXIV. 

The pegmatite formation described in this paper is situated^ in Section 219, 
Hundred of Yankalilla, about 4^ miles south-west of Norraanvillc. The oldest 
rocks of this area are highly altered sediments which are traversed to a con¬ 
siderable extent by intrusions of syenitic and granodioritic pegmatite, varjring 
in width from a few inches to several feet. The metamorphism which thwe 
sediments have undergone has been chiefly of a regional-dynamic t 3 T)e res^ting 
in the production of quartzose schists and mylonised grits in which the original 
sedimentarjr structure is, for the most part, easily seen. TheriAal contact 
metamorphistn resulting from the pegmatite invasions is also noticeable, especi¬ 
ally where the igneous dykes are of large dimensions or are injected on a 
Ut-par-Ht system. The most obvious result of this thermal metamorphism has 
been a more or less complete recrystallisation of the schistose grits in immediate 
proximity to the pegmatite bodies. The rock types formed in this wajr are very 
variable, but are often micaceous or sericitic schists; occasionally there is evidence 
of partial assimilation of the sediments 1^ the igneous rock. 

The strike of this complicated series of metamorphic rocks, though subject 
to small variations, is approximately N. 50° £.,<*) which is roughly parallel to the 
sea coast in the vicinity. The dip of the beds averages 35° towards S. 40“ E, 
The direction of strike and dip account to some extent for the bold and pre¬ 
cipitous cliffs—often almost 300 feet in height—^which mark the scarp face of 
these beds, and which form such a conspicuous feature of the coastal scenery 
to the south of Normanville. 

The age of this series of metasnotphic rocks, on a stratigraphical basis, 
cannot as )ret be fixed with any certainty. They have been provisionally classed 
as “Barossian,” the evidence l»ing chi^y based on structurid and mineralogical 
similarities, for as yet the 8tratigr^>hical relationship between the Normanville 
schists and the Adelaide Series has not been Anally determined. As will be 
shown in a later section of this p^r, on criteria of radioactive disintegration, 
the age of the monazite, deduced from the lead-thori^ ratio, is so great as to 
imply at least an early Proterozoic a^ for the rocks wnb which it is associated. 

PAKTtCnLASS or THE PbOMATITB. 

As previously stated, the pegmatite in which the monazite occurs is situated 
in Section 219, Hundred of Yankalilla. The formation outcrops in the angle 
of the diffs formed 1^ the sea and the "Little Gorge'* at a’hdght of almost 
200 feet above sea level. It is best exposed on the seaward diff, wmre it extends 
for at least 70 feet with a thickness vatyiw from 2 feet up to about 15 feet. The 
outcrop on the slope faciig: the "LitUe Gorge" is not so well exposed, but can 
be traced intermittently for a greater distance. The width of the body 09 fl>i* 
slope is also very variable. 

TI« is 40° towards S. 30* E., and the strike is N. 60“ E., so that the 
pegmatite is approximately conformable to the dip and strike of the metamoipbic 
rodcs in whkn it occurs. 

0) A]l%ariiip are ghrtn wKli nftmm to magnsric aerfli. 
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The main body of the pegmatite is composed of a medium-grained, light- 
coloured, felspathic rock containing a considerable amount of bluish quartz, and 
in many instances there is a decided tendency towards a graphic intergrowth of 
the quartz and felspar. 

Microscopical examination reveals the fact that the rock is closely allied to 
the grano-diorites and their pegniatitic differentiates, orthoclase being almost 
entirely absent, while the bulk of the felspar is albite. A dusty decomposition 
of the felspar is very noticeable, even in the freshest material obtainable. Strain 
structures are very strongly developed in both the quartz and felspar, both of 
which show a marked shadow extinction, while the twinning lamellae of the 
felspar are often bent. Evidence of dynamic metamorphism is also afforded by 
patches of granular quartz and felspar, most of which are clearly derived from 
the original minerals by crushing. The chief accessory mineral present in the 
slide is apatite, which is relatively plentiful as minute colourless prisms included 
in the felspar hnd less frequently in the quartz. Sphene and rutile grains are 
occasionally present, while secondary chlorite is sometimes rather common. 

The ferro-magnesian component of the magma is represented by a remark¬ 
able t)q)e of biotite mica, the nature of which will be discussed later. This mica 
is confined almost exclusively to the borders of the pegmatite, where it forms 
large sheets up to a foot or more in diameter and of considerable thickness. 
These sheets are devoid of crystal outline and are generally bent and fractured; 
they are best developed on the hanging-wall of the formation. On the footwall 
there is a marked tendency for the mica to pass into a fine-grained black aggre¬ 
gate, and it is in this matrix that the two chief accessory minerals of the pegmatite 
—^rutile and monazite—are tjqjically developed. 

The rutile is present in sufficient quantity to constitute an important ore 
body; its presence has been recognised for a number of years and it has been 
mined to some extent from time to time. The Deputy Government Geologist 
(R. Lockhart Jack) reported in 1921 on the possible commercial value of the 
deposit and briefly described the mode of occurrence of the rutile. 

It was then estimated that about 18 tons of hand-picked rutile had been 
mined. As the existence of the monazite was not suspected, it is certain that a 
considerable amount of this mineral was present in the rutile disposed of, and 
would probably have enhanced the value of the ore had its presence been recog¬ 
nised. Mining operations have now been suspended for a number of years, 
although a fair amount of rutile is still visible in the pegmatite body. 

Mode op Occurrence of the Rutilf and Monazite. 

The habit of the rutile so closely resembles that of the monazite that remarks 
on the occurrence of one mineral may, for the most part, be satisfactorily applied 
to the other. It must, however, be borne in mind that the rutile is largely in 
i^noess of the monazite, for whereas the rutile is present throughout the greater 
part of the formation which is exposed, the monazite, so far as could be deter- 
tained, 4 b confined chiefly to the outcrop on the seaward slope. The two minerals 
art typically developed as lenses or “augen,” which have their longer axes parallel 
to the direction of schistosity of the country rock. These lenses are, for the 

part, surrounded completely by biotite, but occasionally there is a local 
dtrvtdUpment of quarts enclosing the mineral; this is more noticeable in the case 
pi tta rutile than the monazite. 

It may also be mentioned that in some instances the rutile is present as 
ltyi^pilj|ar segregations in the felspathic rock itself; the monazite, however, was 

. > ft) The develcpiBents which expMod the monazite were made subsequently to Mr. Jack’s 
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not observed to occur in this manner. The lenses of rutile are very variable in 
size, the largest being almost 2 feet across and 8 inches in diameter, but the bulk 
of the material is considerably smaller in size. In the case of the monazite, the 
largest homogeneous specimen collected by the writer measured 6 inches long by 
4 inches wide and 3 inches thick, the weight bein|[ approximately 4 lbs. Another 
specimen, apparently not quite homogeneous, weighed 5^ lbs. In proportion to 
the size of the pegmatite body these specimens are certainly remarkably large. 

Although the monazite may not prove to be widely developed throughout 
the formation the concentration in certain parts is very great. In support of 
this, it may be remarked that the writer was able to collect on various occasions 
a total weight of approximately 100 lbs. of the clean mineral. 

The monazite and rutile are seldom found associated in one nodule, but 
when this does occur the boundaries of either mineral are invariably sharply 
defined and show no definite evidence of the order of consolidation. 

Particulars of the Monazite. 

When in the matrix the monazite so resembles the rutile that it is only with 
difficulty that the two can be identified; on a freshly fractured surface, however, 
the many differences are at once apparent. With the exception of two indi¬ 
vidual crystals all the monazite collected was of the massive variety, very compact 
in texture and with no tendency to granular aggregation. 

The colour on a freshly broken surface ranges from light reddish-brown 
through clove-brown to a deep chocolate. With the exception of the chocolate- 
coloured material, which generally has sharply defined boundaries, the other 
variations in colour merge imperceptibly. The lustre is distinctly resinous. The 
mineral is typically opaque in the hand specimen, but occasionally the thinnest 
edges of the freshest material are sub-translucent. 

The specific gravity varies from 4'84 to 4*95 in the fresh mineral, the 
majority of the specimens corresponding to the highest figure. 

The specific gravity falls off rapidly in the altered varieties. 

The hardness, though somewhat variable, is approximately 5, and the 
mineral is somewhat brittle. 

Macroscopic inclusions, irrespective of rutile, are chiefly confined to veinlets 
of quartz, and biotite. These veins are rather plentiful and are generally roughly 
parallel to each other. They represent strain structures formed subsequently to 
the consolidation of the monazite and filled with residual magmatic products. 
They are always disposed at right angles to the plane of schistosity of the 
micaceous matrix, and the quartz filling them is generally somewhat fibrous. 

Cleavage is seldom observable in hand specimens, and when it does occur it 
is but poorly developed. Weathered specimens are devoid of resinous lustre 
and often have an ochreous texture and colour. The high specific gravity is 
lost and in the final stages the mineral presents a cellular clayey appearance and 
is permeated by reddish patches and streaks. 

Eukedbal Crystals of Monazite. 

Monazite showing a definite crystal form is of rare occurrence in thepegmatite, 
and the writer was able to obtain only two imperfect specimens. These were 
found embedded in the'decomposed micaceous matrix, and are themselves so 
altered oh the crystal faces as to render them useless for goniometric measttre- 
ments, £|o fftr as can be determined they exhibit the tabular monodit^ Symmetiy 
charaderiftic of monazite. , 
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The larger crystal shows at least seven well-defined faces and has the fol¬ 
lowing dimensions:— 

Length .. .. .. 4 cms. 

Width .2*25 cms. 

Thickness .. .. 1*25 cms. 

The weight is 24*5 grams. 

The smaller crystal shows at least 12 faces and weighs 15*5 grams. Its 
dimensions are:— 

length .2‘75 cms. 

Width .. .. .. 2 cms. 

Thickness .. .. .. 1*5 cms. 

Mtcroscopjc Features of tite Monazite, 

Several thin sections of the monazite were prepared for petrological examina¬ 
tion, and these reveal features which are not apparent in the hand specimen. In 
slides of the order of *03 mm. in thickness the fresh mineral is quite transparent 
and ranges from colourless to faint yellow, but it is traversed in all directions 
by an irregular network of brown semi-opaque material which appears to be 
amorphous. The microscopical structure closely resembles that of a partially 
serpentinised olivine rock. Most of the brown amorphous material is clearly an 
alteration product of normal monazite and probably represents the hydrated 
oxides of the rare earth metals. Its formation, as in the case of olivine changing 
to serpentine, has been accompanied by an expansion which has produced radially 
disposed cracks around certain irregular nuclei, and along these cracks the altera¬ 
tion has proceeded. 

‘ The unaltered mineral is distinctly homogeneous so far as can be determined 
from its optical properties, though variations in the thorium content arc revealed 
by other tests and will be discussed later. 

Some of the dark patches show very strongly defined edges, a fact which 
suggests that they may represent residual structures of a crystalline mineral 
more susceptible to alteration than the normal monazite. There is some evidence 
in favour of this view which will be discussed in connection with the radio¬ 
activity of the mineral. 

The refractive index and birefringence of the unaltered mineral are both 
high. Pleochroism is not noticeable except in thick sections. The mineral is 
optically continuous over relatively large areas and does not show any marked 
Strain shadows under crossed nicols. 

With regard to the veinlets oi decomposed brown material it may be noted 
that these pass without interruption through the quartz and biotite veins included 
in the mineral, and are thus clearly secondary alteration features. 

Akalysis op the Monazite. 

The material selected for chemical analysis was the freshest obtainable 
brt^en from the centres of large specimens and freed from any mechanically 
toixed quartz and rutile by attracting it to a strong electro-magnet. The method 
of analysis followed was the usual procedure of decomposing the hnely powdered 
minertd with hot sulphuric acid and subsequent precipitation of the rare earth 
oxalates from the aqueous extract. Thorium was estimated by precipitation of 
tiiie l^rated oxide from a neutral nitrate solution by hydrogen peroxide and 

resqlt checked by the more usual thiosulphate method. 

No attempt was made to separate the individual rare earths of the cerium 
KiMi yttrium groups, as this cannot be done with quantitative accuracy. The 
fUtfeer constituents were determined by the standard methods. 



Statement of AvrAtysis. 

Phospboras pentoxide (PtO«) .26*88 

Cerium oxide (CenO,) ..25*09 

Lanthana and Didymia (La,0„ DiiO«, etc.) .. 24*32 

lliorium oxide (ThO^) .10*70 

Yttria and Erbia (YjO,, £raO„ etc.) .. 4*00 

Calcium oxide (CaO) .2*60 

Titanium oxide (TiOj) .1*70 

Silica (SiO*) .1*65 

Ferric oxide (Fe,0») *85 

Lead oxide (PbO) *55 

Water at 110“ C. *40 

Water and gases above 110“ C.1*52 


Total.100*26 

Discussion of the Analysis. 

As might have beep anticipated from the general appearance of the mineral^ 
tlw analysis reveals a monazite of unusual and interesting composition. The 
hig^ percent^ of thoria is perhaps the most striking point, especially as the 
monazites hitherto recorded m South Australia have been abnormally poor in 
this constituent. * 

The relatively high percentage of calcium and titanium suggests the presence 
of sphene. but as this mineral has not bMn observed as inclusions in the monazite 
its presence cannot be definitely established. In any case the tlmrium, if cinn- 
bined partly u silicate, in which form it is thought to exist in monazite, wou|d 
still be unsatisfied by the available silica, and thus preclude the existence of 
sphene. Moreover, since the calcium and titanium oxides are not in the correct 
ratio to form the perofskite molecule, they are probably to be taken as essentiiJ 
constituents of this particular monazite. 

The rare earths of the yttrium group are wdl represented, and must also 
be regarded as forming part of the complex monazite molecule since there are 
no obvious inclusions of xenotime or other )rttrium minerals. 

In view of the fact that monazite is normally one of the anhydrous phos¬ 
phates group, the relatively high percentage of combined water is especially 
significant as showing the alterations that the mineral has undergone. The 
change is probably to be interpreted as a partial hydration of the rare earth bases 
with simultaneous leaching of phosphoric acid^ this argument is supported by 
the microscopic structure of the mineral when examined in thin sections. 

Uranium is either absent or exists in such minute amount as to be impossible 
of detection by the usual analytical methods. If it is entirely absent tM lesid 
must be regarded solely as a degradation product of the thorium series. 

Niobium and tantalum were espedally tested for, since the presence of 
minerals of the fetgusonite or sanarskite gt^ps mij^ reasonably be suspected 
m a pegmatite formation so itch in titanium and rare earths; both, h^ever, 
were absent. Aluminium was idsO proved to be absent. 

Ace OF THE MoNAznrs feok the Uun-TaoxiuM Ratio. 

Although the ^terial analyst was not absriutely free friw alteratioib it 
was consider^ desirable to establish the approximate age of t^ ndneial from 
the ratio of the lead to the idmrittin. 
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The following formula, for which the writer is indebted to Prof. L. O)tton, 
of Sydney University, was used:— 

Pb. 

Age =-X2065 X10'' years. 

Th.+-56 Pb. 

Pb. represents the percentage of metallic lead and Th. the percentage of 
metallic thorium, as found by chemical analysis 

The analysis gave: *55% PbO = -51% Pb. 

10*70% ThO, = 9*40% Th. 

Therefore Ive have : *51 

-X 2065x10" years 

9*40+(-sex-51) 

i.e., 1,073 million years (approx.). 

From the extreme age of the mineral, and consequently of the rocks with 
which it is associated, it is evident that the formation must be regarded as of, at 
least. Lower Proterozoic age. 

Radioactivity of the Monazite. 

The high thorium content of the monazite is responsible for a marked radio¬ 
activity of the mineral which may be demonstrated by its effect on a photographic 
plate or a sensitive ionisation electroscope. A well-defined scintillation is also 
obtained when the mineral is exposed to the fluorescent screen of a scintilloscope. 

When a polished face of the mineral is placed on a photographic plate 
wrapped in opaque paper, and left undisturbed in a light-tight box for several 
days, the plate, on development, shows a strongly defined impression of the 
iftlneral. The impression is, however, not of uniform intensity and shows 
irregular patches of higher activity distributed through the normally active 
material. These patches of superior activity were found to correspond in 
general, to the darker portions of the mineral, and especially to the chocolate- 
coloured variety. It thus becomes evident that the thorium is not uniformly 
distributed throughout the mineral, although petrological examination reveals no 
appreciable difference in the optical properties of the light and dark coloured 
varieties. In this connection it should be noted that those portions of the mineral 
which macroscopically appear dark are seldom dark coloured in thin section, 
and are in general quite distinct from the serai-opaque brown decomposition 
nmterial which is such a typical feature of the mineral as seen under the 
microscope. 

In one specimen the dark coloured and highly active material was observed 
to be enclosed 1^ well-defined boundaries which appeared to have originally 
been ciystal faces (see pi. xxiii., fig. 2), but usually the distribution is quite 
inegiiixr. 

The rate of discharge of a sensitive ionisation electroscope by the mineral 
was found to be about two and a half times as great as that produced by an 
nequal amount of Brazilian monazite sand known to contain approximately 4 per 
oent. of thoria. This test, therefore, roughly confirms the percentage of thoria 
lAtaioed ^ analysis. 

The insoluble* residues, consisting^ principally of silica and lead oxide, 
(ibtaiped in the course of a bulk analysis of the ore, still showed a marked radio- 
notwithstanding the fact that they contained no thoria or unaltered ore. 
Ttm fpet must be attributed to the presence of a small amount of the hi|d>iy 
AUtfVie ss^bstance, mesothorium, which would naturally tend to concentrate in the 
,|to i »ll il h l e tUsidtMM. 
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The Rutile. 

The macroscopic structure of the rutile is typically massive, and in no 
instance does it show any tendency to form distinct crystals. In many cases it 
is not so compact as the monazite, but this feature is largely due to the shattering 
effect of dynamic metamorphism. The cleavage, when .shown, is much inter¬ 
rupted and the fracture^ is very rough. The colour varies from a typical dark 
red to almost black an'd the lustre is occasionally sub-metallic. 

An iridescent tarnish is very common, but this alteration is purely superficial 
and weathering in the normal sense is entirely absent. The mineral is quite 
opaque in the hand .specimen. Macroscopic inclusions are chiefly confined to 
quartz, but are not common. 

Microscopic Structure. 

The microscopic structure is somewhat complicated owing to the presence 
of two types of twinning, one normal, the other in part poly.synthetic. The 
cleavage is also well shown. The colour varies from reddish-brown to yellow, 
partly according to the thickness of the slice and partly on account of well-defined 
areas of variable composition, llmenite is a rather common inclusion* e.spccially 
in the dark-coloured varieties, where it often forms small veins traversing the 
mineral. It also occurs as a dusty aggregate following the cleavage cracks, and 
in this form appears to be secondary. 

The refractive index and birefringence are both characteristically high, while 
the pleochroism is not strongly marked. Optical continuity over large areas is a 
common feature. , 

Composition of the Rutile. 

Several partial analyses of the rutile were made, primarily to determine if it 
contained any rare earths or other abnormal constituents. The analyses, how¬ 
ever, revealed a variation from 95 to 9S per cent of titanium dioxide, the 
remainder being chiefly iron with a little silica and a strong trace of vanadium. 

The presence of vanadium is noteworthy, although the wide distribution of 
traces of this element in ilmenitc, rutile, and other titaniferous minerals is now 
recognised. As might be expected, the darker varieties of the rutile contain the 
most iron; they are also richer in vanadium than the lighter-coloured types. No 
trace of radioactivity could be detected in any of the varieties. 

The Biotite Mica. 

The biotite mica associated with the pegmatite is, on account of its micro¬ 
scopic .structure, one of the most remarkable types yet recorded from South 
Australia. 

Its mode of occurrence has already been referred to in the general description 
of the pegmatite. In macroscopic appepance the mica is a greenish-bronze colour 
and occasionally shows a reddish tinge; the lustre is nacreou.s. It is quite 
opaque in the hand specimen. 

The basal cleavage is perfect, as usual, and the laminae so obtained are 
flexible but quite inelastic. The '‘books’’ are generally corisidetably bent and 
cross fractured and lack a definite crystal outline. 

In weathering, the mica first tends to lose its dark colour and becomes 
“greasy” to the touch. In the final stages it passes to a fine-grained flaky 
aggregate closely resembling talc. There is a considerable development of this 
talcose material in certain parts of the formation, 
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Microscopic Features. 

When microscopically examined in very thin sections cut parallel to the 
basal plane, the mica shows a most extraordinary development of rutile inclu¬ 
sions. These are arranged in the form of a continuous sagenite web which 
exhibits a very remarkable degree of symmetry and regularity. Hie individual 
needles are exceedingly thin but attain considerable length. They intersect 
chiefly at angles of tjO'" or 120^", and are so abundant that sections of the mica 
of the usual order of thickness of rock slides arc opaque. For this reason it was 
often found impracticable to prepare sections by the usual process of grinding, 
apart from the fact that abrasion lends to destroy the symmetry of the web-like 
inclusions. Accordingly, most of the sections examined were prepared from the 
thinnest possible flakes that could be obtained by cleaving the mineral in a 
direction parallel to the basal plane. 

Under loiv power magnification the needles appear dark and opaque, but thi.s 
is chiefly due to the high refractive index of the rutile, for under the high power 
they arc seen to be clear and almost colourless, and show straight extinction with 
crossed nicols. 

A large number of sections of the mica were examined, and in each case 
the perfect sagenite web was found to he developed to the same extent. In no 
instance does the web of inclusions become sufficiently coarse to he visible to the 
naked eye; in fact, its consistent uniformity is a characteristic feature. 1'he 
only exception is that occasionallv minute six-rayed clusters of rutile, iTScmbling 
pressure or percussion figures, are to he .seen in some of the microscope sections; 
these, however, are absent in the majority of the material. 

1'he optical properties of the mica it.self are difficult to ejetermine on account 
of the persistence of the web. In colour it varies from light brown to a faint 
smoky-grey, according to the thickness of the section. Sections parallel to the 
basal plane are isotropic, but no interference figure can be obtained in convergent 
polarised light owing to the disturbing elTecl of the inclusions; accordingly the 
axial angle could not he obtained, 'fhe refractive index is verv close to that of 
the balsam. 

Sections of the mica cut at right angles to the basal plane show the intense 
absorption characteristic of most biotites. It is also noteworthy that the inclu¬ 
sion web IS not visible in such sections, so that evidently it is confined to the plane 
of the basal cleavage. 

It was found impossible to obtain either pressure or percussion figures on 
the mica, probably owing to the presence of (he web. 't'ransmitted light does 
not produce asterism so far as can be .seen from the microscope slides. 

It is peculiar that the mica shows no evidence of the pleochroic haloes 
commonly developed in biotites since the radioactivity in the adjacent monazite 
would seem to provide the necessary conditions for these interesting wStructures. 

Chemical Analysis of the Mica. 

A chemical analysis of the mica was carried out primarily to determine 
whether it was a biotile or a phlogopite, as the general appearance rather sug¬ 
gested the latter mineral; the analysis, however, revealed a biotite. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in accurately determining the amount 
of included rutile as distinct from any combined titanium. This difficulty arose 
on account of the extremely fine state of division of the included rutile, as there 
was a marked tendency ^r this rutile to be partly dissolved by the weak mixture 
of sulphuric and hydrofluoric acids used in decomposing the mineral. The 
^fficulty was eventually overcome by using only sufficient sulphuric acid to ensure 
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that no titanium was volatilised as fluoride, and relying mainly on the hydro* 
fluoric acid to decompose the mineral, and leave the included rutile unaffected. 

The estimations of titanium were done by the colourimetriq method, and in 
the case of the determination of the total titanium the result was checked by the 
gravimetric method after precipitation by the basic acetate method. Since the 
results obtained represented the composition of the mica together with the 
included rutile, it was necessary to recalculate the analysis, making allowance for 
the amount of inclusions, in order to arrive at the composition of the mica itself. 

Statement of Analysis. 


Silica, SiO 

A. 

.. 37-10 

B. 

39-69 

Alumina, A1,0» .. 

.. 13-60 

14-5b 

Ferric Oxide, FeaOi 

.. 4-47 

4-78 

Ferrous Oxide, FeO 

.. 7-63 

8-16 

Titanium Dioxide, TiO, 

.. 7-OOt 

■27% 

Magnesium Oxide, MgO 

.. 16-60 

17-76 

(Calcium Oxide, CaO 

.. 1-00 

1-07 

Soda, Na,0 

1-78 

1-91 

Potash, K*0 

. . 8-91 

9-53 

Hygroscopic Water 

-40 

-43 

Constitutional Water, etc. 

.. 2-77 

2-96 

Total 

.. 101-26 

101-11 


G}luinn A gives results for the mica together with rutile inclusions. 

Column B gives recalculated results for the mica itself after elimmating rutile inclusions. 

fTotal titanium, i.e., 6'7Sli> included rutile and '25% of constitutional titanium. 

IThts figure for constitutional titanium is probably slightly low. 

The multiplying factor for recalculating the analysis to ruttle-free mica is 1-07 (approx.). 

Note on Sagenitic Biotites: 

The sporadic occurrence of sagenitc webs in biotite and phlogopite micas is, 
of course, a well-established fact, and according to Iddings it is often a preliminary 
stage in the decomposition of a titaniferous mica. 

In the case of the Normanville biotite, however, there can be no doubt that 
the structure is primary, or that the sagenite web is syirgenetic with the mica, for 
the structure is developed to the same extent in the fresh mineral as it is in the 
partially altered varieties. 

A somewhat similar mica, from Radium Hill, near Olary, has been described 
by E. R. Stanley.The writer examined specimens of this material under the 
microscope and found the sagmite web to be very poorly developed as compared 
with that in the Normanville mica, nor does the web show regularity and continuity 
to the same degree. 

Othes Minekals psesent in the Pegmatite. 

In addition to the minerals already described there.is a limited amonnt of 
black tourmaline developed in the pegmatite. It generally occurs in graphic 
intergrowth with quartz. In microscope sections the tpurmaline t^ows no 
abnormal features except that the colour is somewhat light for schorl, ranging, as 
it does, fnwn a very pale blue to light brown. 

<*) Tfins. Roy. Soc. S. A'usU, vot xL, p. 268. 
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Pyrite was observed in one instance only, forming small euhedral crystals 
partly embedded in a decomposed micaceous matrix. 


Magmatic Relations of the Pegmatite. 

4i 

Several of the sedimentary and igneous rocks which occur in the vicinity of 
the "Little Gorge” have been petrologically examined by W. N. Benson,^*^ who 
has pointed out their close mineralogical resemblance to the rocks of the Houghton 
magma, which are characterised by their high titanium content and, to a less 
degree, by the abundance of soda. 

There can be little doubt that the pegmatite formation described in this 
paper is also genetically related to the Houghton magma. Typical exposures 
of this rock occur on the sea cliffs about one and a half miles north-east of the 
"Little Gorge,” and are there associated with other varieties of pegmatite con¬ 
sisting of massive felspar containing coarse segregations of muscovite, ilmenite, 
black tourmaline, and quartz. Pegmatite of this nature can be seen to merge 
into the normal Houghton “diorite,” from which it is evidently derived. 

Less frequently, in the vicinity of the “Little Gorge,” there is a development 
of a variety of pegmatite closely allied to Benson’s “yatalite,”^®^ and consisting 
essentially of secondary epidote and actinolite, probably after diopside, together 
with idiomorphic sphene and a little ilmenite.. 

About three-quarters of a mile south-west of the “Little Gorge,” on the 
coast, there is an interesting quartz-ilmenite pegmatite developed in the sea cliff. 
The segregations of ilmenite, many of which are as large as a man’.s head, are 
plentifully distributed over the beach in the vicinity. 

The great variety of rock types derived from the Houghton magma has been 
commented on by Benson,^®) but there are several features in connection with the 
pegmatite described in this paper that are worthy of special notice. In the first 
place, there is practically no ilmenite developed, but the high titanium content is 
maintained by the presence of abundant magmatic rutile. 

Secondly, there is no development of diopside, actinolite, or other minerals 
of the pyroxene or amphibole groups, the ferro-magncsiuni component being 
represented solely by the sagenitic biotitc 

Finally, there is a rich, though apparently limited, development of rare 
earths in the form of monazite, an accessory mineral which has hitherto been 
unrecorded from the various pegmatites genetically connected with the Houghton 
magma. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XXIII. and XXIV. 

, Plate XXIII. 

Fig. 1. 

General view of the pegmatite formation looking south from the Little Gorge. 
The foreground is an alluvial talus platform about 20 feet above sea level and is> 
intersected by the Gorge Creek. 

Fig. 2. 

Polished face of monazite photographed by its own radiations, illustrating the 
irregular distribution of the radioactivity. Natural size. Exposure 14 days. 

Plate XXIV. 

Fig. 1. 

Photo*-micrograph of the massive monazite showing quartz veins traversing the 
mineral. The dark patches represent the amorphous alteration products forming 

along cracks. x 35. 

Fig. 2. 

Photo-micrograph of the sagenitic biotite mica in section parallel to the basal 
plane. Showing symmetrical arrangement of included rutile needles, in thinnest 
possible cleavage flake. x35. 
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THE RELATION OF CLIMATE TO THE SPREAD OF PRICKLY PEAR. 

By Professor Harve\ Johnston, University, Adelaide. 

[Read October 9, 1924.] 

Pi ate XXV. 

In an address on the Australian prickly pear problem (Johnston, 1923) it 
was pointed out that the infested pear region commenced at about 22® S. and 
extended to 33‘" S., the greatest mass lying between 23° oi 24® S. and 31° S.— 
roughly, between the latitudes of Rockhampton and Newcastle—with its greatest 
width between 26® and 27° S. The densest infestation lay chiefly between 
25° and 30° S. and 149° to 151° E. (150° W. in the article is a misprint for 
151° E.), though in southern Queensland very heavv infestation occurred between 
151° and 152° E. It was indicated that the invaded area was largely included 
between the 20 and 30 inch isohyets, though considerable extensionvS occurred 
into the region between the 30 and 40 inch and between the 15 and 20 inch 
isohyets, active invasion proceeding especially between the latter two It was 
also pointed out that the pear region had a marked summer rainfall with an annual 
average of from 20 to 35 inches. 

The present paper is largely an amphiication of that statement, together with 
an examination of data available regarding other prickly pear regions of the 
world. 

In the article referred to, the invaded area in Eastern Australia was set 
down as being in the neighbourhood of 40 to 45 million acres, about live million 
being in New South Wales. Since (hat was written, a Royal C ommission was 
^pointed in 1923 to inquire into the administration of prickly pear land in 
Queenshmd, its report, based on oflicial records, setting down the area in that 
Stale as 24,179,707 acres (including 10,419,655 acres of dense pear), this 
diminished figure being due probably to a more caicful assessment of the actual 
infestation f)f the invaded area, though the rate of annual increase (837,328 
acres) was shown to be practically the same as that which I mentioned, 
1.000,000 acres per vear. The total area in easteim Australia is, then, at least 
30,000,000 acres. 

In view of this alarming extension now in progress, one naturally asks in 
which direction and how far is this invasion likely to proceed. The present paper 
IS an attempt to answer the query by a comparative study of the chief prickly 
pear regions from the point of view of control by climate, chiefly rainfall. 
Though other factors, such as altitude, occurrence of frost, range of temperature, 
nature of soil, and especially the amount of evaporation which takes place, must 
play an important part, some of them have received only f)assing attention in 
the present paper. 

Remarks on the Prickly Pears Naturalised in Australia. 

As has already been pointed out by Maiden, Johnston, and Tryon, there 
arc many species of prickly pear, nearly all belonging to the genus Opuntia, 
already naturalised in Australia, by far the most important being O, inermis, the 
next in importance being the “spiny ])est pear.'" 

The Pest Pear. —correct name of the common pest pear of eastern 
Australia is still in doubt. It is generally spoken of in the Commonwealth as 
Oj iftermis, De C, though Maiden, in 1898 used the name O. siricta in preference, 



but later adopted with some reserve the former name. Britton and Rose, in 
their Monograph (1916), regard it as O. stricta, Haw. 

It was first described and figured by De Candolle, in 1799, as Cactus opuntia 
inermis, and referred to again by him, in 1828, as O. inemUs. Unless it be 
decided that the original name is a multinominal, and therefore invalid, De Can¬ 
dolle’s name must be regarded as having priority over stricta or any other name 
subsequently given to the^pecies to which our Australian pest belongs. Haworth, 
in 18(X3, gave the name Cactus strictus, changing it to O. stricta in 1812, quoting 
De Candolle’s name and illustrations at the same time. Maiden (1912, pp. 714, 
716) stated that it was either a form of De Candolle’s species (O. inermis, De C.. 
var.), or perhaps a new species closely allied to it. He contrasted specimens from 
the Sydney Botanic Garden with De Candolle’s figure and with O. airampo, Phil., 
mentioning that there seemed to be two forms in Australia—the common pest 
pear, such as occurs at Scone, New South Wales, and a more erect airampo form 
in the neighbourhood of Rockhampton; but in a later article (1913) he deter¬ 
mined the latter as 0. dillenii. It seems to me that De Candolle’s figure agrees 
sufficiently with the Australian pest pear to allow one to identify the latter as 
O. inermis, consideration being given to probable slight diflferences in growth as 
a result of different climatic conditions in France and Australia. 

It was su^ested in 1914 (Johnston and Tryon, 1914, pp. 62, 112) that 
O. bentonii, Griffiths (1912), was either a synonym of, or was very closely related 
to, 0. inermis, while Small (1919, p. 33) placed it as a possible synonym, and 
Britton and Rose (1919, p. 161) definitely listed it as such, though they retained 
Haworth’s name O. stricta for the species. Dr. Britton informed us our pest 
pear was to be met with on Florida Keys (J. and T., 1914, p. 62, fig. 25), but he 
subsequently concluded that the species occurring commonly there was distinct, 
describing it as O. keyensis (Britton, in Small, 1919, p. 31, pi. 225; Britton and 
Rose, 1919, p. 222, fig. 297). During my last visit to Miami, southern Florida 
(September, 1920), I examined plants of O. bentonii and 0. keyensis, and came 
to the conclusion that our 0. inermis did not quite agree with either, though 
individual specimens of the first-named (originally froln Apalachicola, northern 
Florida) were much more like the Australian plant than the others were. I 
think it likely that the differences from O. inermis exhibited by Dr. Griffiths’ 
plant arc not specific but are due to environment. O. keyensis is evidently closely 
related but distinct. The coloured figure of a flowering segment of O. stricta, 
published by Britton and Rose (1919, p. 27, fig. 4), is not quite like that usually 
seen in Australia, as a comparison with the coloured figure published by Maiden 
(1912) and with the photograph published by Johnston and I'lyon (1914, fig. 3) 
will show, but the conditions under which the respective plants were grown would 
no doubt account for the difference. The latter authors have also published 
photographs showing the habit of the plant (figs. 1-4). 

The distribution of the species in America is given as western Cute; Florida 
to eastern Texas, It has been suggested (Small, 1919, p. 34) that it is probably 
a native of Cuba, and has been introduced into United States, America. Even 
in western Cuba, in the locality quoted by Britton and Rose, the few plants met 
with there by us in 1913 suggested that they were probably garden escapees 
(J. and T., 1914, p. 99). Tussac quoted Ha)rti as the home of the species, and 
this may well be correct; unfortunately, circumstances prevented us from entering 
that Republic, though a portion of ban Domingo was examined. 0. mermis 
occupies almost the whe^e of the Australian pricUy pear region excepting in one 
part of Queensland. 

(t) A dewriiition of the species based on plants growing in the vicinity of Pinar del Rio, 
Western Cuba, was also pnblished (J. and T., p. 100). 
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The Spiny Pest Pear. —"I'his species, which has not been satisfactorily 
identified, occupies a considerable portion of Queensland, vk., between Rock¬ 
hampton and Gogango and southward to the valley of the Burnett and Mary 
Rivers. In this region O. inermis occurs sparingly and is sometimes spoken of 
as the “cabbage pear'' on account of its colouration, which is distinct from the 
spiny pest pear. For a long time the latter was not recognised as a distinct form, 
though Maiden (1912) noticed certain differences in habit between the cactus 
growing in the Rockhampton district and that growing at Scone, New South 
Wales. We pointed out to Mr. Maiden, late in 1912, a number of differences 
between the two, and in 1913 he identified it as O. dillenii, a determination with 
which we disagreed (J, and T., 1914, pp. 7. 112). Britton and Rose (1919, 
p. 163) erroneously reported O. dillenii as a pest pear in Australia, evidently 
accepting the correctness of Maiden's determination regarding the spiny pest pear, 
but O,'dillenii, fortunately for us, is a very uncommon plant in Australia. 

I have used the names Spiny Pest Pear, Burnett Pear, Gayndah Pear (1922), 
and, lately, O. stricta (O. airampo Haworth’s name being given because a 
specimen under that name given me whilst at Kew Botanic Gardens, when grown 
in Brisbane beside segments of the spiny species from the Burnett River, pro¬ 
duced specifically identical plants. Ihe spininess disappeared and the areoles 
became less pronounced in all new growth on the Burnett specimens, due to the 
effect of the greater moisture of the Brisbane district, so that the typical growth 
of 0. stricta as known at Kew took place. It is quite probable that Haworth 
confused two quite distinct species, l>oth of them with segments comparatively or 
practically free from prominent spines (apart from the glochidia) when grown 
in gardens or in greenhouses. The term “stricta" would apply much better to 
the Burnett pear than to inermis, but as Haworth admittedly renamed De Can¬ 
dolle’^ species, his name cannot apply to any other. 

I have not been able to identify it from the monographs of Schumann and 
of Britton and Rose. The same species has run wild in many parts of the 
Punjab, e.specially between the Jhelum and Sutlej Rivers. It was shortly 
described by Parker, in 1912, who thought it was O. ficus-indica; but 1 was struck 
with its resemblance to the spiny pest pear of the Rockhampton district of 
Queensland and identified this “Punjab pear" as O. stricta or a closely related 
species (J. and T., 1914, p. 10, fig. 65). 

It appears, then, that this very important Australian pest pear requires to 
be properly identified. It is with a reluctance of several years’ standing that I 
have decided to name it as a new species, but would suggest as a tribute to the 
fine work of Mr. J. H. Maiden, who has devoted so much attention to the Aus¬ 
tralian prickly pears, that the name Opuntia Maideni be given to the spiny pest 
pear of east-central Queensland—synonyms, O stricta, Johnston, 1923, nec 
Britton and Rose, 1919; O. dillenii. Maiden, 1913, in part. p. 1075, figs. 2, 3. 

The general appearance of the plant, its flowers and fruits, are indicated in 
photographs already published by us (J. and T., 1914, figs. 5, 6, 7), and which 
readily indicate thc’differeiices from O. inermis in size and form of the segments 
and fruit, as well as in the number and size of the groups of rather long spines 
borne by each areole. It may belong to the group Dillenianae, and in Britton 
and Rose’s Key (p. 159) would, if grown under natural conditions without super¬ 
abundance of moisture, perhaps come next to O. dillenii on account of the pre¬ 
sence of a variable, though small, number of long acicular spines. It is, however, 
in my opinion, more closely related to members of the section Tunae, especially 

(*) After liaving inspected Phillippi’s original plant of 0. airampo growing at Santiago, 
Chile. I was led to conclude that it was different from either of the common Australian pest 
pears (J. and T.. 1914, p, 47. footnote). 
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to the species O. antillana and O. triacantha, as diagnosed by those authors. The 
form and arrangement of the s’cgmcnts and spines are very suggestive of 
O. antillana as described and figured by them (1919, p. 115, fig. 144). The latter 
species is widely distributed in the West Indies, especially on the smaller northern 
islands. 

The new species. O. Maideni, may be briefly diagnosed as follows:—Growing 
in dense clumps, from 3 to 6 or more feet in diameter, almost erect habit, often 
with short rounded or sbmewhat flattened stem; height varying according to 
amount of shade, usually 3 or 4 feet, but reaching 6 or 8 feet in some situations; 
segments, dull greyish or yellowish-green, fairly uniform in size, usually about 
150 mm. (140-200) long by 65 to 75 mm. broad, considerably narrowed at the 
base; segments readily detached; leaves elongate conical, 2 mm. to 3 mm. long; 
areoles prominent, .30 mm. to 42 mm. apart on mature segments, practically spine¬ 
less and not so prominent when growti under moist conditions, but bearing a 
variable number of unequal spines (1 to 5, generally three or four) 20 mm. to 
50 mm. in length, straight, rather acicular, yellowish to greyish; glochidi 
numerous; small, vellowish flowers with broad obtuse yellow' petajs, but some¬ 
times a dull smok> -yellow deepening to a dull orange or brownish-yellow toward 
the base of the petals, and there may be a pinkish tinge at the central part of the 
outside of the petals; flower bud about 45 mm. to 50 mm. long; fruit reddish- 
purple to purple, with cavity of calyx practically obliterated w^hen ripe, so that 
the mature fruit becomes almost rounded except at the extremities, one end 
being nearly flat and the stalk portion narrowed, total length 40 nun. to 50 mm. 
(1*7 to 2 inches), diameter 38 mm. to 42 mm. (1*5 to 1*7 inches). Figured by 
Johnston and IVyon (1914, figs. 5, 6, 7). It flowers in Queensland in late 
October and November. Its original habitat is probably the Garribean coast. 

O. vulgaris, Mill. (O, monacaiitha, Haw.).—I'his species is very widely dis¬ 
tributed in Australia, but is usually now met with sparingly. Previously it occurred 
as a pest pear in parts of northern Queensland, but has been completely con¬ 
trolled by one of the wild cochineal insects, Dactylophis indicits, Green, introduced 
from India and Ceylon by Johnston and Tryon. it- occurs in more or le.ss 
coastal localities in other States, e.g,, Sydney, Melbourne, Perth, Adelaide, and in 
various places southward towards Port Elliot and Yankalilla. Maiden (1908, pp. 
270, 271) has referred to its presence between Port Lincoln. North Shields, 
and Dutton Bay. Except in the coastal belt in Queensland it has not shown 
any tendency to spread. Its origitial home is the warm, moist region of 
Paraguay, Uruguay, and the adjacent part of Argentina and the Brazilian coast, 

O. fnegacantha, S. D.—A large-jointed, white-spined Mexican species, occurs 
commonly in the district between Rockhampton and Westwood (Central Queens¬ 
land), but is restricted to it. At Scone, New South Wales, there is a large clump 
forming a hedge, but there has not been any invasion of the surrounding district. 
The species is common and much cultivated in Central Mexico. 1 have seen it 
growing commonly as a naturalised alien in a part of Oahu (Hawaiian Islands). 
Its method of growth and the character of the segnicnts are such that the plant is 
not likely to be readily disseminated except by birds or deliberately by man. 

O. aurantiaca, Gillies, is a much more serious potential pest pear which has 
gai^d a strong footing in some localities in the southern Darling Downs, as well 
as in scattered portions of New South Wales. Its long barbed spines and 
extremely brittle segments allow of its ready tran^rtation by animals and by 
water, while its inconspicuous appearance may permit it to become fairly common 
in a locality without being obvious like the other kinds of prickly pear naturalised 
in the Commonwealth. Its home is in Uurguay and part of Argentina, and it 
became naturalised in several localities in southern Cape Colony. 
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Among the less important sj)ecies now growing wild in Australia are to be 
mentioned O, dillcnii. Haw., occurring as isolated plants in a few southern 
Queensland localities/^^ its home being the coasts of South Carolina, Florida, 
eastern Mexico, West Indies, and north of South America; (), robusta, Wendl.. 
a centra^ Mexican species with large grey orbicular sj)iny segments, occurring 
evidently as a garden escape in a few localities in the foothills of Adelaide 
(Burnside and (den Osmond), and not previously recorded as growing wihl in 
Australia; (). microdasys, I.ehm., a low-growing central Mexican species rather 
common in parts of the Pilliga district. New South Wales; (), clatior, Mill., 
from northern South America (I^anama to Venezuela), occurring at Liverpool, 
Windsor, and Cungal (Upper (ioulburn-llunlcr valley) in New South Wales, 
and very .sparingly in a few localities in southern (Jueensland ; O, tomeutosa, S. I)., 
a southern Mexican “tree jjear'* prevalent in certain localities in southern and 
central (^)ucenslaiul, hut whose habit is such that the species is not likely to 
become a very serious pest in Australia; O. (Cylindropuutia) imhricata. Haw., 
from the highlands of Mexico and adjacent parts of the United States. America, 
is known to occur in a few scattered localities in New South Wales and one in 
(Queensland; members of the fi( us-indica and slrvpiacanihn group ocettr sparingly 
as garden escapes; Sopaica dejecta, SO., and N. lOclieiuUifrr, Lmn., are met 
wdth occasionalU m parts of central (Queensland, hut are of very little importance. 

Of the species just referred to, tw*o are very hnportant as probable ])est pears 
if given an opportunity in Australia. T'/r*, (K dillenii and O. elatior. The former 
is already a widely distributed plant in maritime situations around the Mediter¬ 
ranean, Uaiiary Islands, and Java, and es]K*cialh in northern C eylon and in India, 
wdiere it constitutes a pest. In the latter country it is extremely widespread, 
occurring commonly in the Punjab, United Provinces, Rajputana, central India, 
Mysore, the drier portions of the Presidencies of Ikmihay and Madras, and is 
the common cactus of southern India Its extreme hardiness and its adaptability 
to wdthstand maritime conditions are referred to by Small (PMO, p. 33) and 
Burkill (1911). (). clatior is also a widely distributed plant in India, occurring 

especially in the drier central regions from the Punjal) and United Provinces 
to the Deccan, northern Madras, and western part of the Bombay Presidency 
and extending eastward to the coast in certain localities, caj., Orissa and northern 
Madras. 

Pricklv pears related to O. megacauiha and the strcptacantha group, referred 
to above, now occur widely in the Mediterranean region of Kurope, Asia, and 
Africa, but they have been widely disseminated by man on account of the edible 
fruit which these species (O. amyclea and O. ficxis-indiea) produce, so that they 
are to be regarded as more or less cultivated, though they commonly grow wild, 
loo. In South Africa the prickly pear menace is caused l)y a closely related 
species, the “dournblad*’ of the Dutch farmer, wdiich has never been satisfactorily 
identified, though it. like the two just mentioned, belongs to the strcptacantha 
group of species, the home of wdiich is on the central Mexican tableland. 

CrjMATic Condition.^ in the Austraeian Prickia Pear Rkoions. 

Rainfall .—In the accomjianying table there is set out the recorded average 
annual and monthly rainfall (Hunt, 1914, 1916) of a number of places repre¬ 
sentative of (1) the invaded area in New South Wales; (2) the adjacent 

t’**) Maiden recorded it from Dutton Day (Port Lincoln), South Australia, but a.s he had 
previously reported O. momicantha, from the same district (1908), and did not mention it 
when dealing with that .spi^cics latei (1913), it is .sukrcsUhI that the name O. diUniii, in con¬ 
nection with the South Australian locality, may liaye been a lapsus calami, O, dillenii, from 
Victorian iocahties (Mueller), is regarded by Maiden, Ewart, and Tovey as rcfcrrhig to 
O. monacantha. 



uninvaded region to the east, south and west of (1); (3) the infested region m 
Queensland; and (4) the adjacent uninvaded area to the north and west of (3). 

Murrurundi is close to the northern extremity of the Hunter prickly pear 
area; Denman (23-12 inches average annual rainfall) mark^art of its southern 
boundary; while its eastern limit lies between Singleton (20-48) and Maitland 
(34-10). Moree (23-46), on the edge of the open plains; Mungindi (20-47) and 
Boggabilla (24-01) on the N.S. Wales-Queensland border; Warialda (28*26) and 
Collarenebri (18*90) are localities in the northern area in New South Wales. 

Recorded Average Annual and Monthly Rainfall (in Points). 


1. Scone 
Murrurundi 
Morce 
Mungindi 
Warialda 
Tam worth 
Narrabri 
Gilgandra 


.2. Inverell .. 
Armidale 
Maitland 
Sydney . 
Mudgee . 
Dubbo 
Trangie . 
Nyngan . 
Coonatnble 
Brewarrina 


3. Clermont 

Nc^ .. .. 

Rockhampton 
Westwood 
Banana .. «. 

, Gayndah 

Toowoomba .. 
Warwick 
Inglewood 
CrtMtidiwindi .. 
St George 
Blackall 
CharleviUe 
Roma .. .. 

Yuleba .. .. 

Brisbane 
Dirranbandi .. 
Bollon .. .. 

4. '^ Ravens wood .. 

Charters Towers 
Hughendeo 


2367 255 266 225 155 164 170 163 191 172 177 182 247 

3138 297 293 265 217 221 307 232 261 237 251 257 300 



178 100 072 0771134 
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Pilliga (20*46) and Narrabri (25*88) are in the zone to the south of it, Tam- 
worth (27*65) lying near its eastern extremity. The south-western part of the 
infested region contains Collie (18*25), Gulargambone (24*28), and Gilgandra 
(24*35), with a slight summer maximum, and adjacent to its southern extremity 
is Dubbo (22*26), the rainfall of which is remarkably evenly distributed through¬ 
out the year, only a vety slight increase being received during December and 
January. 

The rainfall of the regions surrounding the present pear zone in New South 
Wales may be indicated by that of the following towns:—Inverell (30*31) and 
Armidale (31*94), on the east, the latter being representative of the New England 
tableland; Mudgee (25*31) and Trangie (17*13), to the south of the area; 
Warren (18*03), Coonamble (19*76), and Walgett (18-78), just beyond its 
present western edge; and Nyngan (17-1) and Brewarrina (15*90), further 
westward. The coastal district, south of the Hunter Kiver, receives its maximum 
rainfall in the autumn, March to July (e.g., Sydney). It will be noticed that 
Armidale and Mudgee receive a well-distributed rainfall with a slight summer 
maximum in the former case, and a definite winter maximum in the latter. 


Trangie has a slight winter maximum; Coonamble a slight summer one. 

On account of the more extensive invasion of territory in Queensland, a 
greater number of localities have been chosen to indicate the rainfall of that 
region. Qermont (27*57), Westwood (30*71), and Gracemere (30*78), the 
last-named being near Rockhampton (40*09), may be taken as representing con¬ 
ditions in the northern part of it, though the most northerly points (apart from 
coastal regions where 0. monacantha has occurred) which prickly pear has 
reached (1923) are Nebo (31*54), about 50 miles south-west of Mackay, and 
the neighbourhood of Avon Downs (24*51), on the Sutton River, about 1(W miles 
west of Nebo; Banana (28*07), Gayndah (30*61), and Toowoomba (35*70), its 
eastern edge, though there is an incursion into the Brisbane valley (Hehdon, 
29*41; southwardly from I-aidley, 35*68. and Ipswich, 35*71; Brisbane/^ 46*85). 
Warwick (28*78) marks approximately its .southern limit in the direction of 
the New England tableland. Inglewood (27*87), Texas (27*14), (loondiwindi 
(25*57), and Dirranbandi (19*42) more or less mark its southern limits in the 
northern State, but the region between Texas and Mungindi (20*47) is con¬ 
tinuous with the invaded area in northern New South Wales Selected localities 
from the Queensland region are St. George (21*51), Morven (21*69), Roma 
(24*85), Yuleba (27*11), Dulacca (23*74), C hinchilla (27*021. Juandah (^*47), 
Taroom (27*69), Auburn (25*23), Ilawkwood (29*22). Bauhmia Downs 
(28*86). Emerald (24*93) and Springsiire (26*21) maik.its present boundaiy 
to the north-west, except for the isolated invaded region surrounmng BlackaU 
(21*63) in central-western Queensland. 3'he pear has now gamed a foothold 
near Charleville (20*19) and Bollon (18*53), which mark its present westerly 
limit in southern Queensland. A line drawn from Mungindi on the New South 
Wales border to Charleville, thence to Springsure, Clermont, and Mackay, will 
be just westerly of almo.st all the prickly pear land in the nomiem State, if we 
omit the BlackaU area. If we include the latter, then the 20-mch isohyet, as 
indicated by Taylor (fig. 127). practically coincides with this westerly boundary 
between Mungindi and BlackaU, though there are extensions into the z one 


"tOThe averajte rainfall of the Brisbane district varies grwtly, c.tf, that of the city is 
46*85 inches: WW a seaside suburb, 40*75: Nudg«, another suburb “" V.* j/w 
away and also close to Moreton Bay, has a rainfall (at Numdah) of 31 *7^ is at 
thtt the most abtindanl prickly pear in Brisbane district is to found The Hainfall at the 
TowoSmba recording .nation is much greater than that <;«c«ved m the surrounding ^r 
country, only a few miles away, where the average annual fall docs not reach 30 mcliM, 
Gowric 29*88, Westbrook 27*69. 
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included between the 20- and IS-inch isohyets, Charleville and Blackall lying 
practically on the former. The mass of pear from Emerald eastward, towards 
Dingo (28*98), lies in a pronounced “bay” formed by the 25-inch isohyet, so 
that it is largely in a region having a rainfall between 20 and 25 inches. 

We are now in a position to indicate the relation of the area, at present 
invaded, to certain climatological facts supplied by Hunt (1914, 1916) and Taylor 
(1918). Practically the whole of the infested re^on lies within the belt indicated 
by the latter (fig. 7) as receiving at least one inch during each of the twelve 
months of the year, the portion not included being the Blackall area and the 
country due west and to the north-west of Rockhampton, the extreme 
northern and north-western parts of the pear region, but these lie within the 
zone which receives one inch for each of ten months per year 
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Practically the whole of the region, only the extreme northern part being 
excluded, lies in the region indicated by Taylor (fig. 127) as the "‘Brisbane 
Division** meteorologically, his northern and southern bounding lines coinciding 
to a remarkable degree with the boundaries of the pear area. It is a region 
receiving its rainfall distributed throughout the year but with a definite maximum 
in the summier period, from October, November, or December, to March. The 
southern border is marked by a line drawn between Newcastle and the north-* 
western boundary of New South Wales. To the south of this line the rainfall 
inland (“Darling-l^chlan Division**) is nearly uniform as to its monthly distribu¬ 
tion, while nearer the coast (“Canberra Division**) there is an autumn or winter 
preponderance. Still further south, as in South Australia, most of Victoria, and 
in south-western Australia, the fall is essentially a winter one (April or May to 
October), with a more or less dry summer. North of the northern boundary 
of the “Brisbane** climatic division, which is bounded by a line due west from 
Rockhampton, the rainfall assumes a definitely tropical character, f.c., a very 



Graph of mean mcnithly rainfall at Adelaide (as type of southern or winter rainfall); 
Dubbo (just south of the prickly pear region); Goondiwindi and Scone (fairly typical of the 
ra^fall in the infested parts of Queensland and New South Wales; Gayndah (near the 
eastern limit); Charters Towers (near its prol)ablc northern limit); HughtMiden (typical of 
that p^ion of western Queensland which will probably remain uninfested). 
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heavy summer pr^nderance with a more or less scanty winter component 
(“Townsville Division”). This is also true of the region lying to the west of the 
western limit of the region. 

Typical graphs showing the essential features of the rainfall of the invaded 
territory and the surrounding areas are included in this paper. It has already 
been mentioned that the pear region, as a whole, has its western boundary very 
near the 20-inch annual isohyet, as indicated by Taylor and by Hunt (1916), 
while the eastern limit is almos^ exactly indicated by the 30-inch isohyet, prickly 
pear occurring outside these boundaries chiefly as scattered plants, though in 
some places both in Queensland and northern New South Wales active invasion 
of the region between the 15- and 20-inch isohyet is now taking place. Plants 
occur commonly in the coastal zone of the region, but do not grow in such a way 
as to constitute a pest. It might be remarked that these plants may ^ found 
quite close to the coast, or even beside the sea, but such situations, though 
receiving a high aver^ annual rainfall (40 inches and upwards, e.g,, Emu Park, 
43*35), may be relatively dry from the point of view of plant physiology. The 
30-inch isohyet makes a detour towards the coast in the Fitzroy valley (West- 
wood 30*71, Stanwell,30*S>9), and also in the upper Burnett valley (reaching 
Degilbo 28*13), its limits being practically coincident with the pear infestation of 
those regions, while a similar state of affairs occurs in part of the Brisbane 
valley, the isohyef approaching within a few miles to the south of Helidon, 
Laidl^, and Ipswich, where infestation is also present. The heaviest invasion, 
both in regard to density of growth and area affected, has taken place in the 
region between the 25- and 30-inch isohyets in Queensland, but there is a fairly 
even distribution between the 20- and 30-inch lines in the northern half of the 


infected portion of New South Wales. In the latter State the 30-mch isohyet 
follows the main range on its western slopes fairly closely, but makes a westerly 
detour to round part of the Warrumbunjgle Range, and then travels down the 
Hunter-Goulbum Valley almost to Maitland, thence south-westerly towards 
Orange. This incursion into the Hunter valley coincides with the limits of the 
Goulbum-Hunter prickly pear region, most of which . lies within a similar 
tonrae-like area bounded by the 25-inch isohyet (Scone 23*67, Muswellbrook 
23*46, Denman 23*12, Mcrriwa 22*69, Singleton ^*54). Tlie 30-inch isohyet 
in New South Wales lies just east of Texas (27*14), on the Queensland border, 
west of Inverell (30*60) and close to Bingara (30*49), Bundarra (29*71), and 
Tamworth (27*72), the first, third, and fifth-named places being located prac¬ 
tically on the present eastern margin of the invaded region. The 20-inch isohyet 
in Queensland has already been referred to. In New South Wales it passes 
through Mungindi (20’47), thence southerly to the west of the Pilliga area, just 
easterly from Coonamble (19*76), Warren (17*99), Nevertire (17*92), and 
Narromine (18*44), but includes Trangie (20*53) and Dnbbo (22*38). The 
relation of these districts to the invaded remon has idready been noted. Only 
a very small part of the ^r zone in New South Wales lies westerly from the 
20-inch isohyet. 

There are a few small areas in New South Wales where pear is common 
and which lie outside the limits mentioned above. There is a region drained by 
*he Qarcnce River, north of Tabulam (38*91) and Drake 
4U*a4), recording stations in the vicinity of the area being Rivertree (32*25) 
and Maiyland (W*43). This r^on, like that of the ^one district, has not 
appredably extended since 1911, thou^ the infestation may have become rather 
more dense. Another area is in the vicinity of Camden (30*19) and Ounpbell- 
town (^’48), south-west of Sydney. TOs is very restricted and hw hot 
incrMS^ to any ext®nt. The 30-inch isohyet (Hunt. 1916) projects easterly 
in this locality to include a tongue of comparatively drier countty sttraoutided hy 
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a region haying a rainfall between 30 and 40 inches. Certain species of Opuntia 
occur at Windsor which has an annual average of 30'75 inches. 

The period in which the rainfall occurs is of very great importance to plant 
life. Only that part is of utility which falls during the growing season of the 
plant (no matter what time of the year tliat may be), or which may be stored 
up in the soil and thus become available. 1’he period from April to October, 
inclusive, which is the growing period for wheat, is commonly taken in Australia 
as a winter period; but it must be emphasised that, though cacti are dormant 
during the winter (from June to September, or even later) they are able to 
utilise both autumn and spring rains. Hence the percentage distribution of the 
rainfall according as it falls in the five months period, November to March 
(summer rain), or the seven months period, April to October (winter rain), 
does not express the percentage of rain available for cactus growth. Thus a 
15-inch rainfall received mainly in the summer period would be of more use to 
such a plant than a much heavier fall received mainly in the auttunn and winter 
months, since, in the latter case, the summer rainfall would be much lighter and 
the summer period itself shorter, both factors considerably limiting the growth 
and reproduction of prickly pear. 

Hunt’s maps (1914, 1916), showing the average rainfall received during 
the wheat-growing period (.\pril to October, inclusive), indicate that the greater 
part of the region invaded by the pest lies between the isopleths for 10 and 15 
inches, the latter lines corresponding very closely with the 30-inch average 
isohyet (Taylor, fig. 127). In New South W'ales the 15-inch winter isopleth 
extends from the northern border near Texas, close to Bundarra (14-75) and 
Inverell (15-23), to the Scone-Merriwa region, thence down the Hunter valley 
and turning west to Wellington, where it meets the line indicating that 60 per 
cent, of the total annual rainfall is received during the period (April-October), 
Dubbo being situated to the north-west of the junction. Exccjrt for a very small 
area near Singleton, pear is not a pest in any part of New South Wales receiving 
an average of more than 15 inches during that period. It is chiefly the western 
third of the invaded region in Queensland which lies outside this 15-inch winter 
isopleth. The 10-inch winter i.sopleth lies just east of Warren, Walgett, Col- 
larenebri, and Mungindi, thence more or less due north to Dingo and St. 
Lawrence, the Queensland portion thu.s lying a little east of 149“ E. 

The relation of the amount of winter rainfall to the total is also of interest. 
All the pear areas except a few northerly outliers arc situated in the region where 
the April-October (i.e., autumn, winter, and spring) rainfall constitutes not less 
than 30 per cent, of the total; and most of it receives, at least, 40 per cent, 
during that period. The 40 per cent, isopleth travels more or less easterly near 
Blackall, Tambo, Springsure, Dingo, Banana, Eidsvold, Rosedale, and Gladstone. 
The region receiving between 40 and 50 per cent of its total during the winter 
period includes the northern Maranoa, Taroom district, most of the Burnett area, 
eastern Darling Downs, and a large part of the northern pear region of New 
South Wales. 

The 50 per cent, isopleth for the wheat-growing period is indicated by a line 
drawn from the vicinity of Bourke to Cunnamulla, and bearing east about midway 
b^ween Wyandra and Mitchell, thence through Yuleba and Miles, bending 
northerly and then southerly to Dalby, continuing near Warwick, then turning 
Westerly, near the New South Wales border, curving across the latter west of 
Mungindi, thence between Walgett and Collarenebri, through Morec, north-west 
to Texas, southwards through Inverell and Bundara, and eastwards through 
Amtklale to the sea. Most of the infested region in New South Wales and the 
sooth-westtsrly part of the pear area in Queensland receive between 50 per cent. 
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and 60 per cent, of their rainfall during the seven months April-October, the 
isoplcth marking the northern boundary of the 60 per cent, winter fall taking an 
irregular course, passing in the vicinity of Trangie and Narromine, thence north 
of the latter, thence south-east to a point just south of Dubbo, thence to the 



Map of part of Eastern Australia to indicate relatiotiship of prickly pear infestation to 
rainfall The probable limit of the infcfitatkm, if left unchecked except bv climatic Control, 
IS shown by a dotted line. 15, 20, 30, and 40 inch iaohyets; also 20, 30, 40. 50, and 60 per cent, 
winter rainfall (April-Octobcr) isopleths (from Hunt) are indicated. Infested area dotted 
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north of Wellington and to the west of Mudgee, thence southwards It will be 
noted that this line nearly coincides with, but lies to the south of, the southern 
limit of the pear belt The Camden area has a winter rainfall between 15 and 
^ inches constituting from 50 to 60 per cent of the total, which is similar to 
that experienced in the Hunter Valley 



Map of portion of New South Wales showing pritkU ptar area (lunc, 1922), marked 
by oblique lines, the more densely infested portions being indicated bv heavier marking , 

portion represents area over 2,000 feet in ek*vation (sketched ftom map of Ntw South Wales 
m ‘Times'* Atlas, 1922) The isoplcths of 50 per cent and 60 per cent winter rainfall (Aiinl 
October), 10 and 15 inch winter rainfall, and also 20 10 and 40 irch isohvets are indicated 


The following recorded average rainfalls for the Apnl-October period, 
together with the calculated percentage of the total annual fall relating to a 
number of towns in the pear region of New South Wales, lying between the 
so and ^♦per cent, isopleths and in theif vicinity, may be of interest — Bogga- 
billa, IV15 (46’4 per cent); Mungindi, 9-49 (46-3); Moree 11-59 (49-4); 
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Warialda, 13*57 (48) ; G>Ilarenebri, 9*05 (47*8); Bingara. 15*56 (51); Ptlliga, 
11*10 (54); Narrabri, 13*40 (51*7); Tamworth, 14*62 (52*8). Near the 
southern limit of the invaded zone are Scone, 11*92 (50*3) ; ^ssilis, 12*36 (52) ; 
Gilgandra, 14*14 (57*2). To the east of it is Inverell, 15*23 (50*2). To the 
south of it, Dubbo, 12*76 ( 57*3); Gulgong, 14*79 (57*1). Adjacent to the 
south-west of it, Trangie, 11*44 (^*7); Warren, 9*73 ( 54); and to the west of 
it, Coonamble, 10*72 (54*4)‘, and Walgett, 9*76 (52). Except the infested area 
just north of Dubbo and situated in the vicinity of Gilgandra, all the pear regions 
aijparentlv receive not more than 55 per cent, of their supply of rain during the 
winter (April to October). 

Altitude .—^The prickly pear re^on shows some relationship to altitude which 
is not unexpected, since the Main Dividing Range is largely responsible for the 
position of the isohyets in eastern Australia. Most of the infested territory 
occurs on the western slopes of the range and lies at an elevation between 1,000 
and 2,000 feet above sea level, extending into the western plains (500 to 1,000 
feet), but not occurring on the New England plateau (from a point just south 
of Warwick southwards), where the elevation is over 3,000 feet, while the 
region between 2,000 and 3,000 feet in elevatibn is practically, if not quite, free 
from the pest. The infected portion of the valleys of the Burnett and Brisbane 
Rivers is less than 500 feet above seal level. The limits of these elevations are 
broadly indicated by Taylor (fig. 127). The more or less isolated condition of 
parts of the eastern portion of the area in New South Wales is seen to be very 
definitely related to land contours. The New England tableland, from the 
Queensland border to Murrurundi, has an altitude of not less than 2,000 feet, and 
extends quite close to the coast in many places north of the Hunter Rivet. On 
the western side it has rather narrow prolongations which dissect the prickly 
pear region, the most pronounced being the Nandewar Range, which extends 
westwards between Bundarra on the north and Narrabri-Tamworth detached 
pear areas on the south, and a much larger mass, the Warriunbungle Range, 
which extends westwardly from Murrurun^ beyond Coonabarabran and forming 
a boundaiy for the south-western pear region. The Hunter-Goidbum area lies 
in a less elevated tract bounded closely by tablelands over 2,000 feet (Mount 
Royal, Liverpool, rad Hunter Ranges), so that it forms a comparatively narrow 
region communicating with the western plains beyond Merriwa and Cassilis. The 
only part of the pear area in New South Wales which lies at a greater elevation 
than 2,000 feet is a small detached district adjacent to the Queensland border, in 
the headwaters of the Qarence River (near Maryland), while the neighbouring 
infe.sted region (just north of Tabulam) lies below that elevation. 

The effect of elevation is not so marked in Queensland, probably on account 
of the higher temperatures compared with those in Nqw South Wales. Besides, 
the total area over 2,000 feet in heij^rt is relatively small in comparison with 
that in the Southern State, and in great part lies a long distance inland. There 
is a small northward extension of the Mew England plateau reaching Dalveen, 
and in this r^on pear is absent. The Main ^nge, which is a vety narrow 
continuation of the plateau, tends northwards and then^ westeriy as the Bunya 
Mountains. Scattered or dense pear occurs at intervals along one or other or 
both sides of these ranges, but the northeriy extension (Main Dividing Range) 
beyond the Upper Maranoa watershed traverses a region almost free from pear 
at present, there being only a few small isolated infected areas, e,g., Nogoa River 
and Buckland Creek, a little near Springsure, and some east of Wither^dd. 
An elevation of 2fi00 feet in Queensland presents no striking line of drawreation 
between infested and pear-free territory. It may be pointed out that the ‘greater 
part of the invaded region in that State lies at an altitude lem than 1,000 feet. 
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Watershed .—It may be noted that, apart from the comparatively small areas 
situated in the Burnett, Brisbane, and Hunter valleys, nearly the whole of the 
invaded territory is drained by two river systems, vis., the large stress Isaacs, 
Mackenzie, and Dawson, which form the Fitzroy, and the extensive rivers which 
belong to the Darling basin. Amongst the latter may be mentioned the Conda- 
mine, Dumaresq, Macintyire, Barwon, Gwydir, Namoi, Castlereagh, Balonne, 
Maranoa, and Mooni. The upper part of the Warrego watershed is infected, as 
also are some of the creeks situated between the Warrego and the Balonne. The 
Blackall area, however, lies in the Barcoo watershed. 

Temperature .—The average January (midsummer) temperature of the 
various parts of the pear region as indicated in Bartholomew’s Physical Atlas 
(Vol. iii., Meteorology) lies between 77‘5° F. and 80° F. in the case of the 
area including Brisbane, Toowoomba, Warwick, and most of the invaded portion 
of southern Queensland, while that of the New South Wales section lies between 
80° F. and 85° F. The average July (midwinter) temperature in the Darling 
Downs area and the adjacent tracts in New South Wales lies between 55° F. 
and 57*5° F.; in the rethaining pear regions of New South Wales, 52‘5 to 55° F.; 
in the area lying north of a line drawn through Brisbane and Dalby (Darling 
Downs), 57'5°R and upwards. The average annual temperature of the Darling 
Downs and New South Wales areas lies between 67‘5° F. and 70° F.; of the 
area from Brisbane and Dalby northward, 70° F. to 75° F., most of it falling 
between the 70° F. and 72-5° F. annual isotherms. 

Frost .—The frost map of Australia (Hunt) indicates that the western and 
most of the northern parts of the region infested with pear are subject to frequent 
frosts during the months May to September; while the eastern, central, and 
southern portions experience such a condition from April or May to September 
or October, i.e., for five, six, or seven months, according to the locality. In the 
coastal belt in southern Queensland and northern New South Wales, frost occurs 
from June to August, just as happens at Blackall. The northernmost portion 
(north of Emerald) experiences frost from May to August; and the southern¬ 
most, the Hunter valley, from April to October, a period during which most of 
the New South Wales pear areas and part of the region which lies in Queensland 
are also subjected to it. 

Vegetation .—If the prickly pear area be compared with Taylor’s ‘‘Vegetation 
Map” (fig. 10) it will be noticed that it falls in the three regions marked respec¬ 
tively as savannah forest, brigalow, and savannah plus brigalow. There is, prac¬ 
tically, none in the typical savannah country, whereas the pest thrives in the open 
timbered region (forest or bri^low). 'J'he line indicating the eastern limit of 
the savannah, or the western limit of the mixture of savannah and brigalow or 
forest, marks out very closely the westerly boundary of the prickly pear. It 
seems, then, that the cliraafic conditions which lead to the formation of a savannah 
and to the ^sence of timber, are such as limit the growth of prickly pear. I'his 
savannah region is indicated by Taylor (1918, p. 28) as possessing a rainfall 
between 10 and 20 inches annual average, received during the summer in the 
north and the winter in the south, and as having an annual temperature of 70° F. 
to^OO’ F. in January and 45° F. to 75° F. in July. It has less rainfall and much 
wider extremes of temperature than the briralow or savannah forest. The 
brigalow region has a rainfall of 10 to 20 inches, chiefly in summer, with an 
average temperature 'ranging from 85° F. to 88° F. in January, and 55° F. to 
70° F. in July. The savannah forest contains a goodly quantity of grass in 
^addition to the dominant tree flora, such as eucalyptus and acacias; receives its 
ra^n (15 to 50 inches) in the north chiefly in summer, but more uniformly in 
the east; and has an average range of temperature 75° F. to 88° F, in January, 
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and 45® F. to 75® F. in July. The hi|ther rainfall and temperatures belong to 
the northern portion of this region which lies beyond the pear areas. 

Summary.—The prickly pear region tn eastern Australia may be said to 
occupy that portion which has an average annual temperature between 67° F, and 
75° F„ the mean minimum for midwinter being 52'5° F., which has an annual 
average rainfall between 20 and 30 inches, received especially during the five 
summer months, the wettest months being during summer (40 to 70 pet cent, of 
the yearly total), but with an inch or more during most of the winter months; 
which lies definitely to the north of the line indicating uniform rainfall distribu¬ 
tion throughout the year; which has an elevation less than 3,000 (mostly less 
than 2,000 feet); which is liable to experience frost for from five to seven months 
in the year; and whose natural vegetation may be classed as a “brigalow forest" 
or as a "savannah forest*’ and not as a more or less pure savannah (practically 
treeless grassland). 

Homoclimes of Australian Pear Region. —The homoclimes of the “Brisbane 
Division” which includes this pear region, are stated by Taylor (1918, p. 128) 
to be found in East Cape Colony, Uruguay, and south-eastern United States, 
America, which all have a mean annual temperature of about 70® F., with a mean 
annual range of about 20® F. in Uruguay and 30® F. to 40® F. in the United 
States, America; but the Australian maximum is greater than that of the others. 
All have the same type of rainfall with a midsummer maximum, though the 
United States. America, and Uruguay receive more rain during winter. It is 
of interest to note that some of the species of Opuntia naturalised in Australia 
are native of Uruguay and south-eastern United States, America, while eastern 
Cape Colony has a prickly pear problem of its own. It is worthy of note that 
Taylor (p. 14, 156) has listed Montevideo as a homoclime of both Sydney and 
Brisbane regions. Except for its greater rainfall (38 inches) it would agree 
with the Hunter pear area. The places mentioned by Taylor resemble the 
southernmost part of the pear area of "Brisbane IDivision” rather than the 
remainder of it. The nomoclimes of western New South Wales, which has a 
comparatively uniform rainfall and which borders on the south-western edge of 
the pear belt, include, according to Taylor (p. 140), San Antonio, in Texas, with 
an average rainfall of 25*2 inches and an average annual temperature of 
67-8® F. (range 51® to 82*4®), and Cordoba, in eastern Argentina (25*2 inches 
rainfall, 62*4® F. mean annual temperature). The former is situated in southern 
Texas and marks, approximately, the northern limit of heavy Opuntia growth 
in that portion of the United States, America, while its climate (temperature and 
rainfall) is practically identical with that of the Narrabri, Pilliga, or Scone 
prickly pear regions in New South Wales, so that San Antonio is really a homo¬ 
clime of the southern regions of the “Brisbane Division” rather than the adjacent 
north-eastern part of the Darling-Lachlan division. The data available to the 
writer regarding Cordoba show that it receives its maximum rain in summer, its 
average rainfall and its temperature bein^ that of the southern pear region in 
Australia, so that Cordoba, like San Antomo, is a homoclime of Scone and Pilliga 
districts. 

Another homoclime mentioned by Taylor is Oklahoma, with a rainfall of 
28 inches and an average annual temperature of 58*6® F., ranging from 54® F. 
to 80“ F. This is definitely outside the pear belt of the United States, 

<*> The term* “^ar belt” or "pear region” are used in this paper to denote areas where 
Opuntiu thrive and occur abundantly. In the New World the genus is very widely distributed, 
but it is in certain portions of it situated between Florida and southernmost Califorida, as a 
northern boundary, and Mendoza (Argentina) to Uru|guay, as it* southern, that the plant* 
reach their nuximum in regard to number of species and of individual*. 
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America, and though the rainfall is such as would promote good growth of 
Opuntia, the limiting factor must be the lower average annual temperature, and 
especially the cold winter. 

The “CanWrra Division^' (taking Sydney as typical) has for its homoclimes, 
according to Taylor, Port Elizabeth (Cape Colony), Montevideo (Uruguay), and 
Wilmington (N. Carolina). It is of interest to note that Sydney is definitely outside 
the typical prickly pear area, and this is true of the Port Elizabeth district, 
though a Urugttayan Opuntia occurs close to the latter, as it does in the Hunter 
valley. Carolina is just beyond the eastern United Slates, America, pear region, 
which ends in South Carolina or eastern Florida. This particular region and its 
homoclimes are of importance, as they must possess some feature or features 
which are not favourable for the spread of prickly pear. Sydney district is the 
oldest settled part of Australia and has several species of Opuntia (including the 
pest pear and O. aurantiaca) growing wild in its vicinity, and yet they have not 
spread, though locally more prevalent at Camden and Windsor. The factor is 
certainly neither that of temperature nor altitude, but is most probably that of 
rainfall. The latter is apparently excessive along the coastal zone for the 
naturalised species, but this would not explain the absence of the pest along the 
northern boundary of the ‘‘Canberra Division,” where the amount received 
annually is similar to that of the adjacent pear areas in northern New South 
Wales. It is then, practically certain that the primary limiting factor is the 
amourtt of rainfall received during that period (summer) in which seed germina¬ 
tion and active growth and repn)duction of the plant occur. A dry summer 
largely prevents these from taking place. An excessive rainfall (over 35 inches 
—^j^robably over 32) also seems to be detrimental to most species, though it must 
be emphasised that it is not the total rainfall (whether great or small) which is 
a true index to the plants* needs, but rather that part of it which they can utilise. 
Imperfect soil drainage is highly detrimental to mo.st cacti. 

The “Adelaide Division,” as well as “Swanland** (south-west of Western 
Australia) has a single winter maximum and a single summer minimum rainfall, 
and possesses a climate like that of Cape Town, Valparaiso (C hile), and a great 
part of the Mediterranean region. The “Victorian Division” is essentially the 
same, except for an increased summer component in the rainfall, especially in the 
eastern portion. The Mediterranean is the only one of these localities in which 
Opuntias are abundant, but it must not be forgotten that the chief species 
occurring there are such as produce'an edible fruit which enters largely into the 
human dietary in the region, so that the plant is one which is afforded every 
opportunity by man for its spread by seed or by vegetative propagation, and yet 
it has not overrun the area to the exclusion of other vegetation. The obvious 
reason is that the Mediterranean, like the southern part of Australia, is a region 
of winter rainfall, with comparatively dry summer. 

We have examined the Australian prickly pear region in regard to its 
climatic conditions and have compared it with certain other parts of the world. 
We may now make a brief survey of the conditions occurring in the pear regions of 
the Old and New Worlds, in order to ascertain, if possible, the direction in which 
further extension of the pest in Australia is likely to take place, assuming that 
it is not controlled in some other way, e.g., by biological, chemical, mechanical, 
or administrative agencies. Taylor (1923, figs. 7, 8, 12) has published some 
diagrams comparing the Australian climatic zones with those of North America, 
Northern Africa, and India. The Australian pear region corresponds in latitude 
with Mexico, Florida, and the Gulf States of the United Stales, America, while 
the Barbary States, of northern Africa, arc shown as corresponding climatically 
iifith the southern part of the Commonwealth. 
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Climatic Requisemekts of Pkickly Peaks. 

A certain amount of work has been done on the climatic requirements of 
prickly pears in the United States, America. In 1896 Coulter pointed out that 
the majority of species of flat Opuntias then known to occur in the United States, 
America, were found in its south-western portion, Texas leading in regard to the 
number of species, with New Mexico next, Arizona third, followed by southern 
California. In 1905 Griffith^ mentioned that the northern boundaiy of the cactus 
area in the United States, America, extended from the Texas-Louisiana line, 
westward, along 33° N. to the Texas-New Mexico border, thence north to 39° N., 
thence west, but the great Opuntia region comprised that part of Texas lying south 
of 30° N,, since in southern California, Arizona, and New Mexico there were 
either comparatively few individuals, or else they were relatively small. In 
1906 Griffiths and Hare stated that prickly pears throve best in a region which 
had a relatively equable temperature and a considerable rainfall periodically dis¬ 
tributed; that these plants occurred naturally and in the greatest profusion on 
the Mexican plateau, but that the region was not hot, and, though very dry 
during a large part of the year, yet it had a considerable average rainfall, that 
of Zacatecas for ten years being 31 *5 inches, distributed as follows: from January 
to April and from October to December only, -62 to 2*12 inches, while the average 
for the remaining months was from 3'5 to 7*12 inches per month, June, July, 
and August (i.e., summer) having 4-25 to 7-12 inches each (1906, pp. 29, 30) 
The information was republished in another article by these authors in 1907. 
Next year Griffiths, in discussing the value of prickly pear as a farm crop in 
southern Texas, published the monthly rainfall of San Antonio for a period of 
ten years, showing a marked preponderance of summer rain (April to July), but 
with irregular distribution during the remaining months, the average annual 
fall (18 years) being 28'4 inches. He pointed out that these plants were 
especially adapted to regions where the rainfall was considerable though 
irregularly or periodically distributed, and that the popular belief that they would 
grow with little or no water was incorrect. A high average temperature during 
summer was held to be an advantage for their growth (1908, pp. 8-10). In 
dealing with the so-called “spineless” prickly pears (1909, pp. 15-17), he indi¬ 
cated the region in the United States, America, where these Mexcian species 
might be grown (the Gulf Coast from Florida to the Rio Grande; southern 
Arizona to the Sacramento valley, in California), the minimum winter tempera¬ 
tures experienced outside these areas prev^ting their growth, but stated that 
cultivation was necessary in the Sacramento valley to conserve sufficient moisture 
in the soil after the spring rains had ceased. In a subse<juent publication (1912), 
recording later observsjtkms, he very greatly reduced his estimate of the extent 
of territory favourable for the ^wth of these plants. A temperature of 20° F., 
if continued for any length of time, was regarded as fatal to them. He went on 
to state (p. 12) that ideal conditions for spineless as well as spiny prickly pears 
were found on the highlands of Mexico where there were two rainy seasons, one 
in winter, and the other, more pronounced, in summer, while over much of the 
region a minimum temperature of 25° F. was seldom experienced. 

In 1911 Wooton, who studied the cactus flora of New Mexico, referred to 
the extensive shallow rooting system of these plants making possible a rapid 
absorpt'ion of moisture whidh in arid rq^ons is received from rainfall mostly 
torrential in character. He dso pointed out that though cacti were able to endure 
great daily and annual ranges of temperature, they were adapted to a region 
where the temperature was modecatety high but not excessive, where the minimum 
was not very low (though a minority of the spedes could withstand continued 
and severe frazing), and where the rainfall was Mriodic and moderate in 
amount, with intervening periods of dmmht New Mexico possessed riimatte 
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conditions which were not favourable for most species, being too cold or too 
dry, 80 that cacti formed a subordinate part of the vegetation of that State, 
though they were obvious on account of their striking appearance. The tempera¬ 
ture and rainfall varied greatly in different parts, low precipitation being asso¬ 
ciated with warmer temperatures and higher rainfall with colder weather, so 
that the necessary amount of rain and degree of temperature were not available 
at the same time. 

Thornber (1911) published information regarding the behaviour of cacti 
in Arizona, where there are two periods of growth (at lower altitudes), one in 
spring and early summer following closely on the winter rains, and the other 
during the rainy season in summer, when moderate to heavy rains occur, a 
shortage in either winter or summer rains causing a check in cactus growth. 
These plants are dormant during the dry spring and summer months, and also 
October to February inclusive (winter), as well as during any prolonged drought, 
though flowering and fruiting may take place. The destructive effect of grass 
fires on young cacti was noted. 

In the preceding year this author (1910) published considerable climatological 
data regarding certain localities in Arizona. In the eastern and south-western 
portions the summer rainfall (July to September) exceeds that of the winter and 
early spring (November or December to March) and is usually over one-half 
the total, while in the region north and west of Tucson the spring and winter 
rainfall is the greater. At Tucson the latter averages about an inch below that 
of the summer; April, May, and June are very dry months, while October and 
November arc also dry; the annual average being 10‘76. In the Pacific Coast 
States the rainy season occurs during the winter and .spring months. 

In 1913 Griffiths published the results of his observations on the behaviour 
of Opuntias under cultural conditions, mentioning that some inland species did 
not thrive when grown at Brownsville, in southernmost Texas, where the climate 
was too humid for them, though those from the central Mexican highlands were 
found to be hardy at Brownsville, as well as at Chico in northern California, 
where there was a heavy winter rainfall. Species of Nopalea and also Opuntias 
from southern Mexico did not grow in Texas (Brownsville and San Antonio) 
or (I!aiifornia (Chico), unless protected against winter. 

The climatological data to be presented in the succeeding part of this paper 
are gathered from Bartholomew’s Physical Atlas, vol. 3; Kendrew (1922); 
Thurston (1913) ; Douie (1916); O’Malley (1917); and the official year books 
of South Africa (1922, 1923), especially the first two named. It is intended to 
review the climatic conditions, firstly, in the pear regions in the vicinity of the 
Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea (since most of the pest .species are natives 
of that habitat); then those, in South America (from which a few widely 
acclimatised species have been derived); and lastlj, those of the regions where 
cacti have become thoroughly acclimatised such as India, Ceylon, South Africa, 
and the Mediterranean littoral. 

North America and West Indies .—The average annual rainfall of Florida 
and the Gulf Coast of the United States, America, except Texas, is between 
40 and 60 inches (Key West, 38). It is well distributed in summer and winter 
with a slight maximum in late summer, but very little falls in autumn (October) 
and spring (April). The central region of North America, including most of 
Texas and Mexico, has its maximum in early summer (June) with little rain in 
winter, December and January being diy. The eastern portion of Texas, 
including Austin and Brownsville, receives 30 to 40 inches; central Texas, 
including San Antonio, 20 to 30; while western Texas, part of Arizona and 
New Mexico, also southern California, receive 10 to 20 inches; the remainder 
od Arizona and New Mexico, under 10 inches per annum. The 10- to 20-inch 



isohycts include the Rio Grande region of northern Mexico. This Arizona type 
of rainfall is the result of two influences, the Pacific supplying a maximum in 
winter and an intense local heating in late summer causing showers in July and 
Aurast, while June is practically rainless A table of average monthly rainfall 
at three centres in southern United States, America, Hs., Miami (Florida), San 
Antonio (Texas), and San Diego (southern California), published by Kendrew, 
shows the marked summer 4)rcponderancc at the two former and an almost rain¬ 
less summer in southern California (9*6 inches annual average) From .35 per 
cent, to 40 per cent, of the annual total is received during the summer period, 
July to September, on the south and cast coasts of Florida; 30 to 40 per cent, 
in west-central Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico in July and August; and 
40 per cent, in western Texas and the adjacent northern portion of Mexico 
(Chihuahua), chiefly from July to September. The Mexican mean annual 
rainfall varies from 10 to 20 inches in part of the north (Chihuahua city, 24*2) 
and centre extending to San Luis Potosi; 20 to .30 inches in the belt surrounding 
that region and including Mexico city (23-1) and most of northern Mexico; 
30 to 40 inches in the more southerly portion (Zacatecas 31, Durango, and 
Tehuantepec). 

Southern and south-western Cuba an<l southern Haiti (the pear regions of 
these islands and the home of 0. inermis) have an annual fall of 40 to 60 inches, 
part of Jamaica (Kingston) 30 to 35 inches, but most of the West Indies have a 
higher rainfall Prickly pear is abundant, especially on the smaller isUnd.s and 
particularly along the coast of nearly all, but, as already pointed out, the marine 
littoral is typically a dry region from the point of view of plant ecology or 
physiology, on account of the increased salinity. 'I'hc rainfall in the West Indies 
is essentially a summer and autumn one—^June to December, especially August 
to December. On the Venezuelan coast and Trinidad there are two periods of 
heavy rainfall, i.e., the equatorial type like that of central Africa. 

The midwinter (January) average temperatures (in Fahrenheit) of the 
region are as follow:—Key West 68®, Miami 64®-68®, western Florida 55®, San 
Antonio 50®-53®, Brownsville 6J®, Tucson 56®, San Luis Potosi 71 *6®, Zacatecas 
69®-71 ®, Chihuahua 57®; while the Gulf coasts and the region between Savannah 
(South Carolina) and Monterey (California), and lying well to the north of the 
pear zone, have an isotherm of not less than 10° C. (50° F.) during that month. 
The average temperature in midsummer (July) at San Luis, Potosi, Zacatecas, 
Brownsville, and San Antonio is 86°; Chihuahua and Tucson, 93°; Louisiana, 
Alabama, (jarolina, Florida, and the Gulf (Doast generally, 79° to 82°. The 
68° F, (20° C.) isotherm of average annual temperature includes Florida, the 
Gulf Coast, a large part of Texas (from Austin southwards) and southern 
Arizona, but lies to the south of southern California. 

The main prickly pear region of North America is, then, limited northwards 
by a mean annual isotherm of nearly 70° F., with a mean midwinter 
(January) isotherm of not less than 30°, and a mean midsummer (July, 
August) temperature of at least 80° F. The chief pear region of Mexico has an 
average temperature between 60“ and 70“ in January, and about 90° F. in July, 
with a mean annual average between 70“ and 80*. The West Indian Islands have 
an allhost equable temperature, the average ranging from 79° in January to 
82*5° in July. 

South /Intmco.—The maximum rainfall occurs in the winter along the 
Pacific Coast, but during summer along the eastern Andean slopes (Peru to 
Mendoa) and in northern Argentina (to Buenos'Aires), 35° S. marking 
approximtttely the limit of summer ram maxima, and this is almost exactly the 
southern limit of the region where good pear growth takes place In that continetu 
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(see Ketidrew for sn^phs of monthly rainfall of parts of Argentina, including 
that of Mendoza district, which is under 10 inches). 

In the dty Caatinga—a “thornveld” region rich in cacti, especially Cereoids— 
inland from Bahia, in north Brazil, the rainfall is scanty (10 to 20 inches) and 
occurs in summer and autumn, there being six almost rainless winter months and 
a very great variation in the annual amount. 

Southern Uruguay and that part of Argentina (Bahia Blanca) which lies to 
the south of it. have a comparatively uniform rainfall (20 to 30 inches) with a 
slight winter maximum, though that of Montevideo (38*5) is practically uniform, 
as the following monthly averages, commencing with January, show:—3-2. 2’4, 
3‘5, 3*4, 3*9, 3’3, 3*3, 2*7, 3*1, 3*7. 3*0, 3*1 inches, while Buenos Aires, though 
only a short distance away, has a definite summer maximum (December, January, 
and March). The coastal region of Brazil and the adjacent districts, which con¬ 
stitute the native home of Opuntia monacantha, have a high average rainfall, 
40 to 80 inches, with a definite summer maximum (e.g., Rio Janeiro's monthly 
averages, from July onwards, are 5*0, 4*3, 5*3, 4*4, 3*5, 2*0, 1*6, 1*8, 2*6, 3*2, 
4*3, 5*4; total, 43*4 inches). 

The midsummer (January) average temperature is about 80° F for almost 
the whole of the pear region, the Andean portion and Uruguay lying between 
the 70° and 80° isotherms, but much nearer the latter. In July, southern Brazil 
and northern Argentina lie between the 60° and 70° F. isotherms, while the 
cetitral region of the latter, as well as Uruguay, falls between the 50° and 60° 
isotherms. The main Opuntia areas of South America have an average annual 
temperature between 65° and 73° F., corresponding extremely closely with the 
range exhibited in the Australian area. 

India and Ceylon, —The portions of India which have permitted good growth 
of O, monacantha are those with a heavy rainfall, e g,, the Gangetic plains where 
the species was formerly rather abundant. The regions in which either O. elatior, 
O. dillcnii, or the “Punjab pear” is prevalent, inz., portions of the Punjab (e,g , 
l^almre, 20*7; Jullundur, Delhi, 27*7; Jaipur, 25*0), United Provinces, Central 
India, Deccan, northern Mysore, and the eastern highlands of Bombay Presidency 
(Poona, 28*3) have a rainfall between 10 and 30 or even 40 inches (Thurston, 
Douse, Kendrew). The Madras Presidency receives 10 to 30 inches per year in 
its southern portion, where O, dillenii is very prevalent, while the remainder of 
h averages DCtween 30 and 50 inches, as do also most of Mysore, Hyderabad, 
Deccan, and Berar. The monthly distribution of this rainfall, at a number of 
aelected places, including the localities just mentioned, is given by Kendrew (p. 
193). Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, which are outside the r^on where pest 
^ckly pears are prevalent, have a high annua! rainfall, being W to 100, 50 and 
jte inches respectively (O’Malley), while tlie coastal strip of the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency receives 120 inches per year. The Indian rain is almost entirely received 
jb the monsoon period, between June and October, very little falling during the 
yem hot season, March to May, and least during the relatively cold season, January 
Februttiy. 

Nmthem Ceylon has abundant pear (O, dillenii), and this region is the driest 
ha island^ receiving its rain chiefly from October to December, while the other 
obtain their rainfall during either the north-east monsoon, January to 
or that of the south-east (June to September). 

‘ Hite isotherms for January and July, and the mean annual isotherms for 
Intern Ceylon are, respectively, 77*5^-80°, 85°, 82*5° F.; for southern India 
Fttsidency), 75°-77*S°, 85°, 82*5°; for central India and Deccan, 
82°*^°, 80°-85°; Lahore district, S5°-S7-5°, 90°-92^, 77*5°; Delhi 
87^)-^°, 77*S°-80°. The midwinter mean temperature of the 
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pear infested areas is thus at least 55*. the midsummer mean, not less than 80*, 
and the mean annual between 77* and 65* P. 

South Africa. —^Though O. monacantha occurs in Natal Mid near Cape Town, 
the real prickly pear region is in eastern Cape Colony, including the Graaff Reinet, 
Middelburg, Cradock, Somerset, Beaufort, and Bedford districts particularly, 
where certain Mexican species ( streptacantha group) have monopolised the land, 
while further to the soflth, in the Huraansdorp district, near Port Elizabeth, a 
Urug^yan species (O. aurantiaca) was locally prevalent. This pear zone lies 
especially in a region with a low average annual rainfall (10-30 inches, chiefly 
15 to 20), and in the southern part of it (e.g., Bedford) receives from 60 to 70 
per cent, of it during the summer (October to March), while the northern portion 
(northward from Graaff Reinet and Cradock) obtains 70 per cent, to 75 per cent, 
during that period. Humansdorp is on the line of equal summer and winter 
components. Port Elizabeth receives between 50 per cent, and 60 per cent, of 
its total in winter, between April and September; Capetown (25 to 45 inches 
total), over 70 per cent, during winter; while Natal receives between 60 per crat. 
and 85 per cent, of its 30 to 50 inch total during summer, the percentage increasing 
with the distance from Durban (61 per cent, to 75 per cent.; Pietermaritzburg, 
75 per cent, to 85 per cent.), and, in the Transvaal, it is 85 per cent, to 90 per 
cent., while in the northern Transvaal 95 per cent, or more, falls in the summer 
The average annual rainfall of the chief infested localities and the percentage which 
falls during summer are now given; Alice. 22‘8 (66 per cent.) ; Beaufort West, 
9-46 (66); Cookhouse, 16*2 (71); Cradock, 15*2 (68); Fort Beaufort 21-65 
(68) ; Graaff Reinet, 14-64 (66); Middleburg, 13-85 (72)’; Humansdorp, 26-88 
(50); Hankey, 16-79 (53); Uitenhage, 18-25 (52). Other records of interest 
are Capetown (Platte Klip), 45-12 (24) ; Durban, 41-87 (71) ; Pietermaritzburg, 
35-97 (82); Johannesburg, 29*03 (87); Pretoria, 29-80 (91); Bloemfontein, 
22-05 (76). 

The mean temperatures for January and July, as well as the average annual 
temperature of towns in the pear repon in Cape Qilony, fall between the follow¬ 
ing isopleths:—Graaff Reinet and Cradock, 82*5®-85* F., 60*-62*5*, TO*-72*5*; 
Bedford, 77-5*-80®, 60*-62-5*, 70*-72-5*; Humansdorp, 72-5*, 57*5*-60*, 
62-5“-65*; Uitenhage, 75*, 57-5-**60*, 62-5*-6S*; [Capetown, 70*. 55*. 

60*-62-5® ]. The mean annual temperature of the true prickly pear zone in South 
Africa is thus between 62*5* and 7Z’S^ (range, 57* to 85® F.). A Uruguayan 
species was rather widely distributed throughout the region, but occurred most 
commonly in a few localities in the southern part of it, 0 .g„ Uitenhage and 
Huniansm>rp. 

This rather large invaded area is on sediments bdonglng to the Karoo system 
and lies chiefly in tl^ veg^tion zone labelled as thomveld, but a part has invaded 
the eastern portion of the Karoo. Humansdorp district lies in a rather small 
coastal forest belt. The Free State and Transvaal—’“high vdd”—have too high 
an altitude for vigorous ptiddy pear growth, while Ndal has too great a rainfall, 
exc^t for 0. monaeanthd and aUied t^ies. The remainder of Cxpe Colony 
is either too dry or else receives too small an amount of summer rainfall to allow of 
expensive growth of Opuntias, thought O. mongetmtha grows Well as isolated 
plants or as clumps in many partis of«South Africa from northern Tratasvaal 
(Pietersburg) to Capetown and Durbsm* hut it is only in eastern Natal, wkh its 
subtrc^cd climate, the spedes has increased to sudh aft etetent as to require 
att^ion.* Sdhtfa African experience In regard to rids plant—a native ox the 
moist tropical and subtronicaf paris of eastern South Africa—is vmy rimUar 
to that in Australia, ^ice it was oi^ in Queens^ that it became a peril, ttou^ 
the Qiecies St te hd found grmfring ttrimalised in several southern Australian 
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localities such as Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, occurring chiefly as an 
escape plant from gardens or hedges. 

The Mediterranean Littoral .—It has already been mentioned that though 
Opuntias are very common in this region, the chief species, 0. ficus-indica and 
O. arnyclea, have not constituted themselves a nuisance, though they were widely 
distributed long ago, probably soon after the discovery of the New World. These 
are very much utilised by man for the sake of their edible fruit, and are perhaps 
to be regarded as more or less semicultivated, and either deliberately propagated 
or else allowed to propagate from fallen segments. If seed germination occurred 
to any appreciable extent, and conditions were favourable for the growth of 
seedlings, there would have been a very dense infestation by this time, W it has 
not occurred. O. dUlenii is widely ^stributed around the shores, but it has 
not become a menace there as it has done in southern India and northern Ceylon. 
What are the factors which have limited growth in the Mediterranean? The 
outstanding fact in regard to its climate is its winter rainfall and very dry 
stmimer. The latter must play a very important part in preventing the germina¬ 
tion of seed, the growth of seedlings, and the rapid growth of established plants. 

Coastal Morocco, and the greater part of Algeria and Tunisia, have a rainfall 
between 10 and 20 inches, increasing along the Algerian coast (20 to 40 inches) ; 
Tripoli 16, Port Said 3, Alexandria 8, Cairo 1. This falls from OctoW to 
March or April, especially in December, 80 per cent, of the Algerian rain being 
received during winter. The coasts of Asia Minor have an annual fall of 20-30 
inches; those of Syria and Palestine 20 to 30, received almost entirely from 
November to March. 

Southern Spain (Andalusia) receives 20 to 30 inches, but most of its 
Mediterranean coast obtains only 10 to 20 inches; Italy, 20 to 40; most of 
Sicily, 20 to 30; Greece resembles Sicily, but i.s rather drier The wettest months 
are in early winter (December or November) in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Syria, Palestine, Asia Minor (coast), southern Sicily; December and February 
in Syria and the Levant; and October in southern France and Spain, Italy, and 
the Balkan Peninsula. Rain falls most frequently, though not necessarily, in 
the greatest amount, from November to January, except in the Riviera and 
notthem Italy, where it occurs in November and April, and least frequently in 
Jtily or August. Data regarding mean monthly rainfalls at several typical 
towns, e,g., Genoa, Palermo, Athens, Nice, and Seville indicate that in the 
Mediterranean portion of Europe most rain falls during autumn and spring in 
its ilorthem section, and during the winter in its southern portion, as well as 
along the northern African coast. 

The average temperature for the southern Mediterranean littoral and the 
levant, during January, lies between the isotherms 50® and 60° F., while most 
of the European portion lies between 40° and 50° F. In July it all lies between 
the isotherms of 70° and 80°, while its mean annual temperature lies between 
<S0" a»d 70° F. We note, then, that the midwintei mean is well below that of 
tnO pear region in Australia, though the midsummer mean, as well as the mean 
adnual temperature, agree fairly well. Except for its decidedly colder winter, 
to tfUnperature conditions resemble those of the pear area of eastern C^>e Colony. 
Im amount of rainfall in the greater part of the Mediterranean littoral (except 
Tripoli, Eii^t, and part of Tunisia) would be quite sufficient to allow Opuntias 
1^ hoec^ a pest if it,were received mainly during summer. 

We may now briefly review the evidence offered in the preceding statement of 
m eltoatological data belonging to (1) the main cactus zone in America; (2) 

iMobs ox the world (other than Australia) where prickly pears have become 
and have come to constitute a pest; (3) the region where they have 
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long been naturalised and have not become a true pest; and, lastly, (4) the 
Australian region. 

Practically all pear countries, apart from littoral regions, are in a mixture 
of grassland and open forest or shrubland, or in the latter. Altitude apparently 
plays a part insofar as it affects temperature and rainfall, so that a knowledge 
of the two latter factors need only be taken into account. 

TTie great Opuntia zone of Mexico and the adjacent region of the United 
States, America, have an average annual rainfall of between 10 and 30 or 35 inches, 
especially between 15 or 20 and 30 inches, with a marked summer maximum, 
though, in most places, there are winter falls also. Its annual average tempera¬ 
ture is about 70® F. (65®-70‘'), with midwinter and summer means of 55-60® 
and 80° respectively. A similar set of climatic conditions has been shown to 
occur in the chief Opuntia regions of South America. In America the area is 
bounded approximately by 30° N. (San Antonio, Texas—a homoclime of the 
Hunter-Goulbum valley prickly pear area in N.S. Wales), and by 35° S. (Monte¬ 
video, Bahia Blanca), where the pronounced summer character of the rainfall 
becomes lost and a more or less uniform distribution is experienced—in other 
words, the northern and southern limits in the New World are similar climatically 
to the present southern limit of the prickly pear in Australia. 

In South Africa, the infected territory lies in a region with an average 
rainfall between 10 and 30 inches annually (chiefly 15 to 20), which is limited, 
southerly, by an area receiving uniform or chiefly winter rainfall; and, northerly, 
by an area whose annual supply is very low. The mean annual isotherms of 
the area are 62‘S° to 72*5° F., with an average annual range from 57° to 85° F 

In India the region has a rainfall between 10 and 30 inches (pear being 
chiefly in the portion with a fall between 20 and 30 inches), increasing along the 
aflFected coastal zone. This rain is also received during .summer. The mean 
annual isotherms of the vast area —northern Ceylon to Punjab—are between 77° 
and 85° F., ranging from 55° (midwinter) to 90° (midsummer mean), the varia¬ 
tion being greatest in the Punjab. 

The Mediterranean littoral has most of its prickly pear in lands receiving 
20 to 30 inches of rain annually, but very little of it during summer. The mean 
annual isotherms are 60° to 70° F., with mean midwinter and midsummer ranges 
40° to 60° and 70° to 80° F., respectively. The mean annual and winter tempera¬ 
tures of the northern coasts are considerably below those of any of the other 
prickly pear regions, including eastern Australia, and moreover, the winter char¬ 
acter of the rainfall is another distinguishing feature. 

Probable Future Extension of Prickly Pear in Australia. 

We are now in a position to indicate in which direction the advance of the 
pest in Australia is likely to take place. Species like 0, amyclea and its relatives 
may be able to obtain a footing in southern Australia with its Mediterranean 
climate, but would not constitute a pest, since the abundance of other and more 
palatable fruit would not lead to widespread utilisation and distribution of such 
cacti. O. monocantha would become a nuisance o^y in those parts which have 
a tropical or subtropical climate with a heavy rainfall received largely in the 
summer, but also a considerable amount distributed throughout the rest of the 
year; in other words, the conditions that favour a "rain forest” are highly suitable 
for this species. 0. aurantiaca, a pative of the south-eastern part of the South 
American pear region, has beemne aedimatised in the southern portion of the 
pear region of South Africa and Australia (IhirUng Downs and Hunter valley) 
and may be expected to continue to spread in those r^ons, but will probably 
not extend northward much beyohd its present range. O, microdasys from the 
dry north-central Mexican plateau woulo probably continue to thrive northwatds 
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from the Pilliga, invading^ the western portion of the Darling Downs and 
adjacent plains. Tts native habitat has a rainfall between 10 and 20 inches 
annually, received largely during three months in late summer and early autumn, 
so that the species would probably thrive in the extensive zone west of the Upper 
Darling and Warrego in New South Wales and Queensland, respectively, where 
a similar climate occurs. Of all the ('>puntias naturalised in the Commonwealth, 
this species and O. imbricata (from the northern Mexican and Arizona high¬ 
lands) are the two which would be most likely to spread in the region having a 
rainfall between 10 and 20 inches received very largely, but not entirely, during 
summer. A line drawn from Warren through Brewarrina and extending into 
Queensland, to the west of Cunnamulla, may be taken as a probable southerly 
and westerly limit for them. They are not likely to become a pest in regions 
receiving a good rainfall. 

O. tomentosa, from the warm parts of southern Mexico, will probably 
restrict itself to the more northerly portions of our area and show a preference 
for the coastal region having a rainfall between 30 and 40 inches. There is a 
long comparatively narrow region a short distance inward from the Queensland 
coast, and roughly parallel to it, which would suit the species. Both O. tomentosa 
and O. monacantha might prove troublesome if they reached the Atherton table¬ 
land. O, meqaeantha is now growing in a climate resembling that of its native 
habitat, and though at present restricted, is capable of considerably widening its 
range in Queensland and New South Wales. The two species of Nopalca arc of 
little importance and not likely to constitute a pest. O. robusta would spread in 
Queensland and northern New South Wales if given the opportunity. Both 
O. diUenii and O. elatior are potential pest species, the former being the more 
dangerous, as it has occupied large areas in the drier and coastal parts of India 
and Ceylon. It could establish itself practically anywhere around the w'hole of 
the Australian coast, as it has done along many tropical shores and on the 
Mediterranean littoral, but would not become a menace except under climatic 
and other conditions such as favour the common pest pear, 0. inennis. This is 
probably true of O. elatior also, which is not, however, a maritime species. 

The writer cannot offer any satisfactory reason why O. maideni should be 
so abundant in the Burnett valley and in parts of the Fitzroy valley, while 
0. inermis should be relatively uncommon there. Perhaps the ‘'spiny pear'' may 
have been introduced into that part of Australia, in the first place (just as 
O. megacantha was), and thus obtained a firm footing before the pest pear reached 
those districts. It seems to prefer a wanner climate than the pest pear, but as 
the two thrive side by side in the region referred to, it may be assumed that 
0. Maideni, like 0. dillenii, would be likely to extend into regions which are 
suitable for 0 . inermis. 

Ignoring the question of soil and basing an opinion on climatological 
evidence, the writer believes that the pest pear 0. inermis, if left unchecked by 
biological, chemical, mechanical, or administrative agencies, will be able to extend 
its range very widely, but only in certain directions. Conditions which favour 
the formation of a pure savannah appear to be unfavourable for prickly pear, 
li will not become a pest south of the line of uniform rainfcdl; nor in the region 
where there is a pronounced dry season of five or more months; nor in those 
ports receiving an average annual rainfall greater than 32 (perhaps 35) inches; 
nor in the New England tableland and its extensions, on account of the altitude 
together with the higher rainfall and colder rimter. The region south of a line 
from Sydney to Bourke is not likely to become infested, so that southern and 
western New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and south-west Australia 

be outside its future range. There arc no climatolorical grounds for 
bdieving that the Hunter area will not extend westerly to fuse with the area 
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lying north of Dubbo, and the latter is now joining up with the PilUga area. 
The latter may slowly extend eastwards up the Naomi watershed to include the 
Liverpool plains ultimately, but would extend more rapidly westwards, *.«., do'wn 
stream. The remaining areas in New South Wales may all become continuous, 
particulariy if heavy floods occur. There may be a slight easterly extension of 
the northern infest^ area to form a tongue-like intrusion between Inverell and 
Bundarra. 

It seems probable that if the pear be permitted to spread naturally, its 
southern limit would remain practically in its present position. It wwld be 
bounded by the southern boundary of the Hunter-f^ulbum valley the 
Hunter Range) and by a line from its western extremity, passing just north of 
Gulgong (near Mudgee), Dubbo, Narromine, and Trangie, and probably along 
the Macquarie River to the Barwon. There might, perhaps, be an extension 
down the latter river, but it would be h^ in check by the comparatively low 
annual rainfall and the high evaporation rate. From the vicinity of the 
Macquarie-Barwon junction the line may be drawn northward into Queensland, 
to a point west of Bollon; thence to a point about midway between Wyandra 
and Charleville ; thence north-westerly to the east of Adavale; thence northerly 
just to the west of Isisford (19*20 inches averse annual rainfall), Aramac 
(18*14), Longreach (17*16), and Muttaburra (18*16), curving north-easterly 
towmids Charters Towers (2S'52) and Ravenswood (28*69); thence south¬ 
easterly to Nebo (Fort Cooper) and along the range forming the eastern 
boundary of the Isaacs watershed, and down the Fitzroy valley; from the vicinity 
of Stanwell or Westwood southwards to the eastern limit of the Dawson valley, 
extending into the Upper Burnett valley, where the rainfall does not exceed 
30 to 32 inches; thence along the Main Range to the New South Wales border, 
with an incursion into the Brisbane vafley, chiefly to the south of the Ipswich- 
Toowocmiba railway line; thence west of the Main Range from the vicinity of 
Dalveoi and following approximately the 2,000 feet ointour into New South 
Wales to the west of Eromaville, Inverell, Tingha, Bundarra, and Barraba, and 
around the Nandewar Range; thence easterly to the east of Taimworth and 
Quirindi; westerly around the Warrumbungle Range to Coonabarabran and 
curving towards C^iHs and Murrurundi; thence along the 2,000 feet contour 
of the Mount Royal Range to its southern extremity not far from Singleton and 
Maitland. 

The most rapid extension of the area will probably be downstream due to 
41ood waters distributing detached segments, but wide distribution, though at 
first not so obvious, will probably be effected through birds depositing se^s 
which pass unharmed throu^ their digestive tract, and are capable of germinatiiog 
after the summer rains have commenced. 

The pest pear would probably ffuive at Ravenswood, in North Queemdand, 
but not so well at Charters Towers, and will probably never become a pest in 
the region lying west of Isisford. Longreach, and Muttaburra, where the rainfall 
is comparatively light and is of a vety pronounced summer typo—Winton, 
with 15*28 inches average annual rainfalC but with an average of seven successive 
months each with less thmi an indi of rain,* Ayrshire Downs (16*48), with a 
similar distribution; Hughenden (19*66), with six consecutive months averamng 
kats than an inch eadh. Qlmaticilly, the districts around Arqpithdlla (Zi’83), 
Tambo (22*30), Sanadiihne (21*^), and Alpha (23*30), all free from pear as 
yet, afe sttitidile for it# active growth. The pest is not likely to extend east- 
wardly mneb beyond its present lintits in the north, as the pear in the Ndm 
district (31*96) is onl^ a few mi^ west of Wandoo Station, which teo^vea 
40*81 incUss, wbileto theecNoth of ^nHty as far as ^ ijttmter.lUver in Now 
South Wak» we may yeasombly aistiine thid the 3z^ncfa ieehyet wjR mark ita 
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eastern limit as a pest. Great extension to the west of this region is quite possible, 
so that there may eventually be a very large infested area north of the central 
western railway lina in Queensland. The northernmost area is now becoming 
fused with the pear region which extends from Stanwell or Westwood to Emerald 
Northern and north-western Australia receive a rainfall whose character and 
amount are not likely to favour the spread of prickly pear, except O. monacantha 
in the wetter regions receiving well-distributed rain, and O. dUlenii in the drier 
and coastal zones, where the rainfall is from 20 to 30 inches annually. 

A climatological study of the Opunha regions gf the world leads 
to the conclusion that, if soil conditions be suitable, the pest pear O inermis will be 
capable of extending very considerably in eastern Australia, especially in Queens- 
Umd, so that the total invaded area may be nearly three times the area now 
invaded; while the rest of Australia presents conditions which do not favour the 
spread of such cacti. 

Literature 

Britton, N. L., and Rose, J. N. 

1919—‘The Cactaceae, vol. i., Gimegie Jnst., Washington. 

Burkin, I H. 

1911— ^Rec. Bot. Survey, India, 4 (6), pp. 287-322 
Coulter, J. M. 

1896-Contrib. U.S. Nat. Mus., 3, pp. 355-462 
Douie, J. 

1916—The Punjab, North-west Frontier Province, etc, Cambr ITniv Press. 
Griffiths, D. 

1905— Bull. 74, Bur. Plant Ind., U.S.D.A 

1908— Bull. 124, Bur. Plant Ind, U.S.D.A. 

1909— Bull. 140, Bur. Plant Ind., U.S.D.A. 

1912— Farmers’ Bull. 483. U.S.D.A. 

1913— Bull. 31, U.S.D.A. 

Griffiths, D., and..Hare, R. F. 

1906— ^Bull, 60, Agr. Exp. Sta., New Mexico 

1907— Bull. 102, Bur. Plant Ind., U.S.D.A. 

Hunt, H. A. 

1914— iResults of Rainfall Observations made in Queensland to 1913. Mel¬ 

bourne, 1914. 

1916—^Results of Rainfall Observations made in New South Wales during 
1909-1914. Melbourne, 1916. 

Johnston, T. H. 

1922— Agric. Jour. Queensland, May, 1922, pp. 2.38-240. 

1923— Rq>. Austr. Assoc. Adv, Sci., 16, pp. 347-401. 

Jtrihnston^ T. H., and Tryon, H. 

KW4—Report of the Prickly Pear Travelling Commission. Parliamentary 
Paper, Brisbane. 

Ileuditiyt W. G. 

1922^'Itte Qimatqs of the Continents. Clarendon Press. 

iimm, J. H. 

1096-1917—Numerous articles on Prickly Pear in Agric. Gaz. N.S. Wales, 
1098-1917, 

I0t»-Timfts. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., 32,1908, pp. 252-286. 



296 


O'Malley, L. S.~ 

191/—Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. Cambr. Pre.ss. 

Small, J. K, 

1919—Jour. New York Bot. Garden, 20, pp. 21-39. 

Taylor, G. 

1918—The Australian Environment, etc. Melbourne. 

1923—Rep. Austr. Xssoc. Adv. Sci., 16, pp. 433-487. 

Thomber, J. J. 

1910— Bull. 65, Univ. Arizona Agr. Exp. Sta., pp. 245-360. 

1911— Bull. 67, Univ. Arizona Agr. Exp. .Sta., pp. 457-508. 

Thurston, E. 

1913—The Madras Presidency, etc. Cambr. Press. 

Wooton, E. C. 

1911—^Bull, 78, Agr. Exp. Sta., New Mexico. 

1922- 3—Official Year Books of South Africa, 5, 1922 (1923); 6. 1923 (1924). 

1923— Report of Royal Commission to inquire into certain matters relating to the 

Prickly Pear Problem. Parliamentary Paper, Brisbane. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATE XXV. 

Photographs of 0. maidnii (from Degilbo, Burnett River) showing habit of the species. 
The right-hand plant was grown under shade conditions, hence the lack of spines.. Scale in 
inches. (Photograph by H. W. Mobsby.) 
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FURTHER DISCOVERIES OF PERMO-CARBONIFEROUS GLACIAL 
FEATURES NEAR HALLETT'S COVE. 

Ky Professor Walter Howchin, F.G.S. 

[Read October 1024.1 
Plates XXVI. to XXVIII. 

The remarkable features that distinguish llalletPs Cove as one of the most 
picturesque and interesting localities on the coast have concentrated attention on 
the broken ground of the amphitheatre and the historic polished surface of purple 
slate discovered by the late Professor Tate. It had long been taken for granted 
that the indications of ice action came to an end on the northern side of the outlet 
of the small creek that reaches the coast a quarter of a mile to the northward of 
Black Point. A recent examination of the ground has proved that this is not 
the case. Exposures of the tillite and very fine examples of polished and striated 
surfaces that formed the bed of the glacier can be traced along the top of the 
cliffs, more or less continuously for another half a mile. The polished surfaces, 
in this direction, differ entirely from those foutid near Black Point. In the 
latter case the floor over which the ice moved consisted of purple slates which, 
although easily scratched and furrowed, weather rapidly on exposure and the 
glaciated surfaces arc soon obliterated by a process of exfoliation and flaking; 
but northward of the small creek just mentioned, the ice moved over a floor of 
quartzite on which the ice-marks have a better chance of being retained 

From Black Point, northwards, a well-defined anticline occurs in the 
Cambrian Series having its axis situated a little inward from the coast with its 
western limb dipping steeply to the westward in the sea cliffs. At Black Point 
the cliffs consist of very dark-coloured purple slates, but nearer the axis of the 
anticline the fold includes some hard siliceous quartzites. The general strike of 
these beds is a little more westerly than the alignment of the coast, so that the 
beds gradually run out on the cliff face and beds nearer the axis of the fold take 
their place in succession. In accordance with this slraligrapbical feature the 
purple slates of Black Point run out to the seaward, at about the intersection 
of the first creek northward of Black Point, and are replaced by quartzites 
separated by layers of purple slates. This gives rise to an unstable condition in 
the rock structure when exposed to wave action, so that the line of cliffs along 
the stretch of coast, dealt with in the present paper, is repeatedly broken. The 
hard layers of rock form angles by the retreat of the cliff on the northward side, 
the following softer bed yielding and the next underlying hard bed forms the 
cliff, until it also is truncated, in its turn, with anothci set back of the cliff to 
the northward. In this way the sea cliffs exhibit a succession of rock faces at 
right angles to the coast, occasioned by the retreat of the adjacent cliff, having 
some resemblance to the teeth of a saw. By this fonn of cliff-structure the hard 
members of the series form the edge of the cliffs in a zig-zag fashion, and it is 
these hard outcrops that carry the polished and striated features which indicate 
the path of the glacier. 

The change in the nature of the sea cliffs, from purple slates to that of a 
close-grained quartzite, begins on the northern bank ot the creek mentioned 
above. The rock is here slightly glaciated, as had been previously noted, but only 
for a few yards, and then the glacial striae appear to be cut off in a direction 
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$eiiward{^, from which point the quartzite rock is much broken and sinks down 
lo a amall gutter which breaks the continuity of the cliffs, at about 40 yards north¬ 
ward of the creek mentioned No glacial features were supposed to exist beyond 
this poiut. 

jlic tillite is well exposed in the small gutter, just referred to, and on its 
northern side is a large tabular-shaped erratic of Tapley's Hill ribbon slate 
measuring 4 feet by 4 feet, wedged in at the very edge of the cliff 

At a further distance of 55 yards, near the next prominent angle in the cliffs, 
is a round boulder of gritty limestone, measuring 2 feet 6 inches, derived from 
a characteristic bed of the Cambrian Senes, above the Brighton limestone horizon 
Near the same spot a small erratic of the ilnienite grits, derived from the basal 
beds of the Adelaide Series, was noticed 

Some 40 yards further to the northward, the quartzite, forming the top of 
the cliffs, is glaciated and continues to show such features foi a considerable 
distance. 

At about 150 yards from our starting point there occurs the most complete 
section of the tillite with its associated rocks contained withm the limits of the 
Hallett’s Cove outlier, and, probably, so far as the State is concerned (see text 
fig. and pi XXVI ) The beds included in the section belong to five distinct 
geological ages, as follow, beginning with the oldest — 

1. The bed rock is of Cambrian age forming part of the Purple Slates 
Senes It consists mainly of quartzites that form the sea cliff having a steep 
dip to the westward Height above sea level 40 feet 

2 Resting on a Cambrian flooi is the tillite, or boulder cUv, which has the 
character of an argillo-arenacieus dei^sit, varying in colour as yellowish, 
bhush, or ofjpurple-Tike tint, finely laminated, sometimes passing into a clayey 
landstone The bed, in places, has undergone considerable contemporaneous 
contortions This can he best seen near its upper limits, where the purple- 
coloured layers, or streaks, are pushed up into folds, and even forced, m 
blocks, into a perpendicular position The uppermost 9 teet of the tillite 
partakes of the nature of a yellowish clayey-sand, penetrated by thin streaks 
of purple-coloured clay that occur at various angles Estimated thickness 65 feet 

3. Resting directly on the tillite is a strong bed of fossiliferous, gritty 

•aadstone, of Lower Pliocene age The fossils, which are present in great 
fiufiibers, arc mostly in the form of impressions and casts The large 
loraimnifer, OrbUoltic^ complanata, is very common Thirteen examples of 
this form were counted on a single slab, varying in size up to an inch in 
diameter. Thickness of bed 3 feet 

4. The newer formations, m ascending oidcr, arc Pleistocene mottled 
aaodly-clays, grits, and gravel (20 feet) overlaid by Recent reddish clays, 
travertine, and blown sand that form a grassy slope Estimated thickness 50 feet 

The tllUtc in the above section is partly obscured by large blocks of the 
fOiBiliferode sandstone which have slid down from their proper position and, 
also, hy blown sand from above. 

On the northward side of the section, just described, there is an angle in the 
diffs with a way down to the rocks below This break in the cliffs is connected 
WiJlii a deep ditch that has been excavated by the glacier and is now filled with 
hoddfcr clay. The overdeepening that took place at this spot arose from the 
pPWtaot of a stratum of purple slates, about 12 feet in thickness, in the bed rock, 
'Vnish yidded more readily to the erosive action of the glacier than the quartzites 
••an dt^er aidis. The resp^ive walls are glaciated. Some small rivulets have 
Wishdd the boulder clay from the face of the purple slates exposing two glaciated 

t wkh a westerh aspect, measuring, respectively, about 4 square feet and 
Irf feet. About half*way down to the rocks, on the beach, is an erratic 
dc^ioured felspar porphyry, about 14 inches in length; and, at a lower 
wi4iAh tide limits, is a granite erratic of tlw Victor Harbour type, coarse* 
llttiOfed, with porphyritic inclusions of felspar crystals, 2 inches in 


five or Min in ntwibftr, t|ie of wtlkSi mOUHtres 3 feet 6 iocnw “* 

About W yawle fttrtJier to the northwerd the see cHfifs ire ooce oaorc bro^ 
a»d set back a few yards. Some of tJte most Itoteresting festates of the locality 
occur at this point The facially eroded ditch, aientiorted above, is more dewly 
defined at this spot, So far as the present features are conamed the ditch has 
very unequal sides. The western wall is formed by what is left of the outer 
cliff which is heavily glaciated from the top to the bottom of the hollow, a depffi 
of about 12 feet. In its upper portion, the quartzite, in a polished face 10 feet 
in length, is very strot^ly striated and grooved (see pi. xxvii., fig, 1). Unfor¬ 
tunately a portion of this very fine glaciated surface has been overgrown by 
lichens, which have not only obscured the glacial features beneath, but, their 
disintegrating action, have obliterated them. The eastern wall of the ditch is 
about 25 feet in height, the upper portion of which is bared to a depth of 9 feet, 
the surface of which is glaciated. 

Twelve yards further to the northward there is still another break in the 
cliffs with a truncation of the outer cliff and formation of another by retreat. 
Here, again, are seen the two opposing glaciated faces, the one facing west and 
the other facing east. At a low level the purple slates are visible, showing 
polished surfaces, and at a higher level the quartzites are glaciated over an 
extensive surface (see pi. xxvii., fig. 2). The junction between the polished 
surface and the unglaciated portion, in a straight line, is very clearly defined. 
It was on the landward side of this spot that the photograph of the tillite 
(pi. xxviii., fig. 1) was taken. 

Travelling northward, along the quartzite outcrop, the rock surfaces are 
polished and, practically, continuously so for a distance of 90 yards. Then, for 
about an equal distance, the surface of the cliff is more or less broken and the 
glacial features are indistinct. 

About the position indicated in the last paragraph a very large erratic occurs 
on the top of the cliffs, not many yards from their edge. It is an impure, earthy 
limestone, that measures 8 feet 6 inches in length, 6 feet 6 inches in breadth, 
and IS 3 feet 4 inches in height (pi. xxviii., fig. 2). It was derived from the 
Impure Limestone Series that underlies the Brighton main limestone. 

At a distance of 35 )rards from the erratic, just described, the most important 
break in the cliffs, within the area under description, occurs. The cliffs, here, 
retreat for a distance of 20 yards, on a sharp angle, and have a height of 30 feet 
above those immediately to the southward. The truncated portion of the outer 
cliff is glaciated, but no evidence could be found of any ice marks on the higher 
cliffs, cither On the cliff edge or of boulder clay to the landward. 

Broken, rocky ground continues for 200 yards, when the land slopes down 
to a small creek that has formed a succession of waterfalls in cutting its way 
through the hard rocks to the beach. The quartzite, that forms the termination of 
the cliffs on the southern side of this creek, is glaciated with a small amount of 
tillite banked against it. These were the last vestiges of the path of the glacier 
noticed m that direction, the quartzite quickly gives place to soft purple slates 
which fail to retain ice marks for any length of time. 


The Thxite. 

The tillite forms a continuous deposit from Black Point to the large erratic 
shown on pi, xxviii, fig. 2). It forms the lower slopes of the secondary cliffs that 
rest upon the pcneplained Cambrian rocks, but the face of the tillite is largely 
obscured by more recent clays and blown sand carried down from higher levels. 
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md small rain gutters have removed the covering* in places* so that 
the ^Ktc can be easily followed. 

lit composition and structure the tillite is a finely laminated argillaceous 
deposit* mostly a greyish and bluish soft shale in its lower portions, with mote 
or less purple*coloured layers and bands, especially in the uwer parts. Bands 
of a sandy nature occur at intervals and are usually of a yellowish colour. It 
has undergone contemporaneoits contortion at some horizons, which is especially 
noticeable near its upper limits. This feature may be associated with the retreat 
of the ice which may have been subjected to seasonal retreats and advances. A 
typical illustration of the boulder clay is reproduced in pi. xxviii., fig. 1. 

The Erratics. 

The tillite is not particularly either stony or gritty in Us composition as a 
whole. Considerable portions seem almost destitute of stones, while, in other 
places, erratics are common. A classification of the erratics brings out some 
interesting particulars. They may be roughly placed in two sections with respect 
to their origin. 

1. Erratics that arc far-travelled. These include granites of various types, 
some fine-grained, but the greater number are coarsely crystalline with large 
felspar inclusions showing a close resemblance to the porphyntic granite of 
Western Island, near Victoi Harbour. A few examples of a dark-coloured 
felspar porphyry were noted, and a large block of white quartz-rock. 28 inches 
in length, occurs, forming a conspicuous object on a grass> slope of the secondary 
cliff. 

2. Erratics that have had a more local origin These c()mi)nse, by far, the 
greater number of those present in the tillite, and include examples quarried from 
the principal outcrops of the Adelaide Series. A typical example of the ilmenitc 
grits, that form the base of that scries, was observed. Several large blocks of 
quartzite of the Glen Osmond and Mitcham tyi)e occur. One of these, situated 
on the same .knoll as the while quartz-rock, mentioned above, measures 4 feet 
6 inches by 3 feet, which is used by the sheep as a shelter and as a scratching 
stone. One example of the Sturlian tillite was observed at the southern end of 
the line of cliffs and a group of five, as described above The Tapley’s Hill 
ribbon-slale is moderately common, hut easily splits up on the cleavage planes, 
showing that this structural feature of the rock antedates that of the Permo- 
Carboniferous Period—an example seen was glacially smoothed and striated. 
Some large blocks of the siliceous and slaty limestones belonging to the lower 
members of the Brighton Series occur, one ot which is shown on pi. xxviii,, fig. 2. 
It is the largest erratic seen on this part of the coast, and, like the larger quartzite, 
mentioned above, forms a shelter for the sheep. Quartzites of a purplish colour 
found in the tillite must have been ploughed up from the immediate bed rock on 
which the tillite rests. The local purple slates were too soft to form distinct 
erratics, but have been ground down to form a very large proportion of the 
argillaceous material that makes up the greater part of the tillite. Dark-coloured 
shales or slates make up a considerable proportion of the erratics which have 
probably been derived from the beds of the Adelaide Series, but are not sufficiently 
characteristic to be referred to their respective horizons. 

These locally derived erratics indicate that the ice must have travelled from 
a S*S*E* direction, crossing the country through which the Onkaparinga and 
Field Wvers now flow. It is worthy of note that no true limestones have been 
teedgnised among the erratics. The Brighton limestone, over which the glacier 
must have passed, makes only a small feature in the outcrops, so that the absence 
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of erratics obtained from the horizon need not cause surprise, bat the Archaeo- 
cyathinae and dssociatedi limestones, of the Wiilnnga ranges, are of much great^ 
extent, and if at the surface at this Period of glaciation should have yielded their 
quota in the transported material, ^eir absence from the tillite can, however, 
he easily accounted for. The limestones referred to have been brought to the 
surface by the block-faulting of the Mount Lofty and associated ranges. The 
downthrow of the Mount Lofty block and the upcast of the Willunga ranges 
have exposed these beds along the fault scarp, a geological event that is of, 
comparatively, recent date, so that at the time of South Australia’s ice-age these 
beds were deep-seated and far beyond the erosive action of the ice 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATES XXVI. to XXVIII. 


Plats XXVI 

A face of TUlite catted by a bed of fossiliferous Pliocene. The photograph takes in 
about one-third of the glacial beds included m the seebon. The large stones seen in the picture 
have fallen down on the face from the Pliocene cap. 


Plate XXVn. 


Fig. 1 Glaciated Quartzite, 10 feet in horizontal length. Forms a part of the western 
side of the glacial ditch. The upper part is obscured by algae growths The black vertical 
and horizontal portions are oraclm and cavities in very dark shadow. 

Fig. 2. Glaciated Quartzite on eastern side of glacial ditch. Note the sharp line of 
dubnetion between the glaciated upper surface and the rough face where the rock has been 


fractured. 


Plate XXVIII 


Fig. 1. An exposure of Tillite under weathering. Two granite boulders are seen near 
the centre. 

[As proof of the rapid change of features on dds face (which is rather steep and near 
the edge of the cliffs), on visiting the spot a few weeks after the photograph had been taken 
one of these granite boulders was missing. In another visit, a we^ or two later, the second 
granite boulder was gone. Wind and rain-wash had carried them over the cliffs and tixy are 
now at the base of the latter.] 

Vig. 2 An Erratic of shaly Limestone (end view) measuring 8 feet 6 indies by 6 feet 
b inches, by 3 feet 4 inches high. 

I 

[All idiotographs are fay the author.] 
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ANTHROPOMETRIC AND DESCRIPTIVE OBSERVATIONS ON SOME 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINALS. WITH A SUMMARY OF 
PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ANTHROPOMETRIC DATA. 

By F. Wood Jones. D.Sc., and T. D. Campbell, D.D.Sc. 

(Read October 9, 1924.] 

Plates XXIX. and XXX. 

No apology is needed for recording in a short paper the complete measure¬ 
ments of only a few individuals, when these individuals belong to the most 
rapidly vanishing section of a dyin|[ race. The task of securing full anthropo- 
metrical data is becoming progressively more difficult as time goes on, and, 
unfortunately, we are already too late to embark on any .satisfactory study of 
the natives of the southern portions of this State. 

Only ten individuals have been passed in review for the purpose of this 
(mper; nevertheless, though the number of subjects is small the range of observa¬ 
tions and measurements is fairly comprehensive, and it cannot be said that these 
observations are in any way redundant m view of the very scanty literature dealing 
with the anthropometry of the Australian Aboriginal 

The first eight subjects were measured and examined by the authors during 
a trip made to the Stuart Ranges in 1923. These eight subjects were members 
of the Kookata tribe—a tribe that will before long cease to exist in its pure blood. 
Of the eight Kookata five are males and three females, and since the observations 
w^re made one of the males, the then recognised head of the tribe, has died. 
The temaining two subjects, a male and female, were measured and examined in 
Adelaide, whither they had bwn brought as witnesses under police escort, from 
Streaky Bay in 1923. For kind permission to conduct this examination we are 
indebt^ to the police authorities, from whom we received every assistance. 
In the case of the Kookata natives we are under a special debt to the Messrs. 
Jficob Brothers, on whose head station at Mount £ba the examination was 
coddttcted. 

instritntents employed .—In all cases Professor Rudolph Martin’s stature 
rod, spreading calipers and sliding compasses—made by P Hermann, of Zurich— 
were used. In addition, a millimetre, non-metallic, measuring tape was 
emjdoyed in certain measurements, llic whole examination was conducted 
itnctiiy under field conditions, the subjects being studied and examined in the 
open whenever and wherever opportunity could be found. The photographs, 
tUSO, W^re necessarily field snapshots rather than studio studies of the subjects. 

Meas^ements recorded.—The records taken represent an eclectic series 
euUed from the full set suggested by the Monaco Conference (1906), and lor the 
jMirpOse of the present enquiry the works of Ales Hrdlicka, H. H Wilder, and 
Xt, ft. Sullivan have heen taken as guides. All the observations recorded are of 
H^poirtlincO, but the mcperience of the present authors has convinced them that 
df these measurements, when obtained under anything less than ideal con* 
#tlhhs, are liable to a considerable degree of error. In certain cases nothing 
o( a prolonged and intimate overhaul of the completely nude subject can 
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accurately determine the exact measuring points. In the conditions under which 
field work among partly civilised and abundantly clothed natives has to be under¬ 
taken some uncertainty must attach to the identification of certain of the bony 
landmarks necessary for complete anthropometric work. It must be remembered 
that measurements have to be made under these conditions or they will not be 
made at all. We may have to contend against the embarrassment of a multitude 
of petticoats and trousers at the present day, but unless we are prepared to do 
this we must be content to watch with folded hands several tribes pass 
unmeasured and unrecorded into oblivion. Ag^ain, as every surgeon knows, 
obesity, a common condition of “station blacks,” renders the isolation of bony 
measuring points a matter of some uncertainty. Nevertheless, despite the draw¬ 
backs of ample ejothing and occasional obesity, we feel that the measurements 
recorded in our little series are as accurate as patience, some little experience, 
and the possession of good instruments caft render them. For the use of the 
instruments we are indebted to the Board of Governors of the Museum, etc. 

Subjects examined .—The individuals examined have, unfortunately, to be 
designated by white man’s or station names, the native names not being obtain¬ 
able. The following is a list of the individuals examined; they are distinguished 
by a letter by which they are designated in the table of measurements. The first 
eight individuals (A—H) are Kookata measured at Mount Eba; the remaining 
two (I and J) are Ngunga, from Streaky Bay:— 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 
1 . 
J. 


Yungun. 

George Mitchell (then recognised head of the Kookata, now 
deceased). 

Sugar Billy, from the west of the Kookata region. 

Long Fred, son of C. 

Dorothy, daughter of C. 

Jinny. 

Charlie. 

Edie, from Tarcoola. 

Dick Wombat, / Husband. 


Anthropological Obsrvations recorded .—In addition to the measurements, a 
series of notes was made on each subject examined, 'fhese notes include the 
following details;—Colour of skin, eyes, and hair; hirsuteness of face and bo<fy 
and characters of the scalp hair; the condition of the teeth, and the presence, 
site, and type of cheloid scars. 

In the case of colour descriptions we were handicapped by lack of standard 
colour guides; but as far as ^ssible we have recorded our observations in 
accordance with the suggestions of Hrdlicka. Samples of hair were taken for 
histological examination and finger prints were recorded. Photographs, full face 
and profile, were taken of each • subject. The ages recorded are necessarily 
only approximate. 
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Mtaswtments r$cordtd. —Thirty-five meMuretaents were tilcen of each 
subject In the table these measurements are numbered from 1-35, the aetuid 
measurements indicated by the numbers beii^ as follows■ 


Body .. 


Head .. 
Face .. 


Nose .. 

Mouth 
Ear .. 

Upper Limb 

Hand .. 
Lower Limb 

Foot .. 


.• 1. Stature.* 

2. Shoulder height. 

3. Height to supra-stemal notch. 

. 4. Sitting height. 

5. Arm span. 

6. Breadth across shoulders. 

7. Length. 

8. Breadth. 

9. Height (auricular-brcgmatic). 

.. 10. Length (menton-nasion). 

11. Height (menton-crinion). 

12. Breadth (maximum bizygomatic). 

13. Diameter (minimum frontal). 

14. Diameter (bigonial). 

15. Maximum interorbital. 

16. Maximum intercanthal. 

17. Minimum intercanthal. 

18. Bi-orbito-nasal arc. 

.. 19. Height. 

20. Breadth 

21. Length. 

.. 22. Breadth. 

.. 23. Length. 

24. Breadth. 

.. 25. Total length (with hand). 

26. Length upper arm. 

27. Length forearm. 

.. 28. Length. 

29. Breadth. 

.. ' 30. Total length (to sole). 

31. Length (without foot) 

32. Length of thig^. 

33. Length of leg. 

.. 34. Length. 

35. Breadth. 


All measurements are recorded in milHmetres. 


*Note on nose measwementsj^ln reviewing the literature of anthropometry 
it becomes evident that some confusion exists as to the terms “nasal len^h" and 
“nasal height.*' In the present paper the authors have used the term nasal hetglu 
for the measurement from the naskm (n) to the subnasale (s), and nasal len^ 
for that from the nasion to the point of the nose, peonage (pm). By tnis 
usage, which is advocated by the Briti^ Association Anthrcmologlcal (!>»nmittee 
(190^), the terms are kept distinct. In accordance with ^ts usage, the figipus 
given by Spencer and Gillen and Stirling as representing *‘nose length" have b^ 
placed in our comparative taldes under nasal h^ht, in order to obtain utdformity. 
The full table of measurements is as follows, the individuals being represented 
by the letters A—J and the measuimnents igr the numerals 1-35 
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In order to render these figures more useful to students of physical 
anthropology, we have thought it best to draw upon the work of previous 
observers, and in this way to present a more complete picture of the numerical 
facts of the physical form of the Australian Aboriginal. Measurements that 
are presented in the form of isolated tables of figures are, of course, of vital 
importance, but they have not achieved their full utility when left in that form. 
For this reason we have, with permission where pos.sible, extracted mean values 
and several indices from'the measurements compiled by others, and presented 
these in a manner comparable with our own, thus makin| a composite picture of 
the measurements of nearly two hundred individuals. I'he source of previous 
recorded measurements of Australian Aboriginals of which we have been able to 
avail ourselves are as follow:— 

(1) Dr. Roy Burston. 

Bulletin of the Northern Territory of Australia. 

Bulletin No. 7A, July, 1913. 

(2) Spencer and Gillen. 

The Native Tribes of Central Australia, 1899. Appendix C, p. 644— 
our “List I.” 


(3) Spencer and Gillen. 

The Northern Tribes of Central Australia, 1904. Appendix A, p. 766 
—our “List II.” 

(4) E. C. Stirling. 

I'he Horn Expedition, vol. iv.. Anthropology, pp. 140, 141. 

(5) R. Brough Smyth. 

The Aborigines of Victoria, vol. i., pp. 1-4. 


Among these sources of information the work of Burston stands out pre¬ 
eminently for its thoroughness and its scope. No less than 82 meiisurements 
were taken of each individual, and over 100 individuals were examined. It 
seems evident that this extremely important pie»' ^f work has not had the recog¬ 
nition it deserves, and it is worth mentioning .^to i no copy of the paper appears 
to be available in any educational institutytmon Adelaide. Burston's measure¬ 
ments, though unfortunately little known4f.tbhthropologists in general, form the 
backbme of our knowledge of the anthropometry of the Aboriginal, and it is 
unlikely that such another contribution to the literature of this subject will be 
forthcoming unless financial aid and administrative encouragement are one day 
given to the study of the Australian Aboripnal. In Table 111. a survey of the 
results of the present writers, and those obtained by previous workers, is recorded. 
’The columns give the mean of measurements taken trom the total number of indi¬ 
viduals examined, and also for the males and females separately, 'i'he number of 
adults embraced in these tables is as follows :— 


Wood Jones and Campbell .. 

Total 

10 

Males. 

6 

Females. 

4 

Burston . 

Total 

93 

62 

31 

Spencer and Gillen (1) 

Total 

30 

20 

10 

Spencer and Gillen (2) 

Total 

40 

23 

17 

Stirling—For stature only 

Total 

so 

39 

11 

For complete measurements 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

Brough Smyth—For stature only .. 

Total 

86 

60 

26 

Totals —For complete measurements, 

174—Males 

112, females 62. 


Totals —For stature only, 309—Males 210, females 99. 
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The blank spaces m the tables indicate that the measurement was either not 
taken by the earlier observers or else was not in accord with the standard require¬ 
ments followed by the present writers. 


Table III. 


Comparative Table of Mean Values. 


9 

] 

O 

Wood Jones 
nnd Campbell 

Spetioer and (illIon 
List I 

Spencer and Gil Ion 
List 11 

E. C. StirlitiK 

B. 

Burston 

Total 

Male 

Fern 

Total 

Mule 

Fern. 

ToUl 

Male 

1 Fom. 

1 

1 Toiftl 

Male 

1 Fern. 

ToUl 

Hale 

Fem. 

1 

16086 

1652 

1543 

16318 

1663 

1568 

1()62 3 

1714 

1 1591 

'l599 

1671 

1543 

16607 

1706 

1570 

2 

1367 7 

1572 

1311 

1366 7 

1397 

1304 



1 1 



13819 

1418 

1310 

3 

1338 7 

1538 

1290 

1354 

1383 

1296 

13813 

1425 

1322 

1370 


13829 

1405 

1338 

4 

785 9 

809 

752 

773 4 

780 

760 

792 5 

817 

759 


773 


802 

822 

762 

5 

16871 

1747 

1598 

10854 

1723 

1610 

11761 8 

1815 

1688 


1.S4S 


1719 3 

1779 

1600 

6 

355 0 

385 

325 




3224 

334 

305 




3417 

358 

310 

7 

187 2 

195 

176 

18(16 

189 

180 

, 18R5 

192 

183 


198 


1881 

192 

180 

8 

139 6 

143 

134 

139 8 

141 

130 

1 135 3 

1.38 

1 ni 

138 


137 7 

1401 

133 

9 

1229 

122 

124 

1 



1276 

131 

122 

1 

114 


132 61 

135 1 

133 

10 

103 5 

112 

91 

79 2 

82 

73 

1107 

115 

105 




1123 

117 

103 

11 

1814 

192 

169 

1876 

196 

170 










12 

13311 

137 

126 

138 51 

142 

131 

128 6 

133 

122 


138 


135 4 

139 

127 

13 

112 7 

114 

110 

108 41 

109 

107 







1114 

112 

109 

14 

102 5 

106 

97 

971 

98 

94 

1012 

105 

96 

1 

1 



102 5 

105 

96 

IS 

1075 

110 

104 


1 


1 105 81 

107 

103 

I 



103 7 

106 

99 

16 

94 3 

96 

91 




1 934 

1 94 

91 




924 

94 

89 

17 

35 3 

36 

34 




1 34 2 

1 35 

33 




35 9 

37 

35 

18 

132 3 

134 

129 




1229 

124 

121 




121 t 

124 

114 

19 

44 6 

1 49 

38 

49 6 

51 

46 

47 2 

48 

45 


53 


47 6 

49 

45 

20 

46 3 

50 

41 

46 8 

48 

43 

49 1 

51 

46 


46 


444 

46 

41 

21 

419 

46 

35 










409 

42 

38 

22 

605 

64 

56 



1 






I 




23 

63 0 

65 

59 



1 

641 

66 

62 




62 6 

64 

60 
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In Table III. it is to be noted that the figures given by Spencer and Qllen 
in Li.st I. for the facial length—observation No. 10—are so different from those 
recorded by the present authors and by Burston as to suggest the use of different 
measuring points. However, the same measurements taken by the same authors, 
and recorded in List II., are so nearly in harmony with our own as to render 
the explanation of the low values in List I. uncertain. 

Stature .—A great many more observations have been made on stature than on 
other body measurements, since many observers who have not had the advantage 
pf a complete anthropometric outfit or have lacked a knowledge of the other body 
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measurements usually recorded, have measured the total Standing height of 
subjects. Brough Smyth records the following figures:— 


No. of Individtiali. Mean. 

Total . 86 1626*4 

Males . 60 1671*3 

Females. 26 1522*5 

Topinard in his “Anthropology” (1890, pp. 320, 321) gives the following 
fibres for the stature of Australian Aboriginals. The total number of indi¬ 
viduals and the sexes are not recorded:— 

Topinard’s observations .1,718 

Lesson's observations .1^575 


Using all the available records sufficiently precise to be of any scientific 
value we may record the mean values for a few of the more important observa¬ 
tions. These figures are founded on a fair number of individual measurements, 
and the business of abstracting the means of all available data is being continued 
by the present writers: — 


Observatfon* 

Total 

individuals. 

Mean. 

Total males 

Mean. 

Total females 

Mean. 

Stature 

309 

1636*9 

210 

1684*8 

99 

1557 

Cranial length 

173 

187*9 

112 

191*9 

61 

168*8 

Cranial breadth 

173 

137*6 

111 

140*1 

62 

133*1 


Indices .—^We have worked out the mean values of a number of indices 
derived from our own measurements. For comparison with the results obtained 
by others, dealing with individuals of other tribes, we have worked out the mean 
values of some ot the cranial indices from the figures recorded by other observers. 

This work is still in progress, and for the present has been liimted to the 
most apparently important measurements. 
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From the indices that have so far been completed it will be seen that the 
Australian Aboriginal falls into the following classification groups:— 

Head form, dolichocephalic. 

Nose form, markedly platyrhinic. 

Radio—Humeral index, dolichokerkik. 

Tibio—Femoral index, markedly doHchocncmic, 

Expressed in another*way, we may say that we have now a sufficient 
numerical basis to guarantee the assertion that the Australian Aboriginal has a 
long head; he has a remarkable widespread nose, long forearms, and remarkably 
long legs from the knee,downwards. 

In order to make some of our results clearer we have represented them in 
graphic form as frequency curves. These curves include the indices for ear, 
face, nose, and head, and embrace the observations given in the above table of 
Arithmetical Mean of Indices, 

In this paper we have made no attempt at instituting comparisons between 
the figures we have obtained and the indices we have worked out from all 
recorded observations and similar values recorded for other races. All this must 
come later. Meanwnile we would express the hope that the burden we have 
undertaken of keeping a record of the anthropometric observations made on the 
Australian Aboriginals will become an increasingly irksome business. It is 
surely a remarkable thing that all over the southern portion of South Australia 
a native population has passed, or is rapidly passing away, without any satis¬ 
factory record ever having been made of the simplest measurements of the bodily 
form. It is high time this was remedied, and as a step towards the remedy these 
results—a tithe of what is requisite and due—are recorded. 

Note on Finger Prints. 

Finger prints of all ten individuals examined by us were recorded. Through 
the kindness of Commissioner Leane these were submitted for examination to 
the experts of the Criminal Investigation Department. Mr, F. E. Brice, of the 
C.I.D., has reported that the finger prints of the group of natives here considered 
show' a condition entirely in accord with all other prints of Aboriginals which he 
has examined, their characteristic feature being consistent whorls. 


EXPLANATION OF PLATES XXIX. and XXX. 

Plate XXIX. 

Full face and profile photographs of (from left to right) subjects A, B, C, and D. 


Plate XXX. 

Full face and profile photographs of (from left to right) subjects E, F, G, and H. 



* THB CHITON FAUNA (POLYPLACOPHORA) OF PORT STEPHENS. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

By EnwiN Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U. 

[Read June 12. 1924-1 
Plate XXXI. (in part). 

Port Stephens, as far as wc have been able to ascertain, has never been 
thoroughly explored for Polyplacophora. The only record, we were aware of. 
of work done in this neighbourhood is a note by A. F. Ba.s.set Hull, in his paper 
on "New Australian Polyplacophora and Notes on the Distribution of certain 
Species” (Austr. Zool., vol. iii., 1923), in which he .states, inter alia, “I have 
examined Port Stephens . . but no further mention is made. Subse¬ 
quently, in the same paper (p. 164), in reference to Rh\ssoplax carnosus, Angas, 
he writes, “It has been my good fortune to examine . . . examples from 

Port Stephens.” Apparently these are the only published notes on the chitons of 
this vicinity. 

The advance party, consisting of W. 1-. May and the writer, reached Port 
Stephens on October 4, 1923, and were joined by Messrs. Albert b) J. and II. W 
Thackway two days later, making our headquarters at Nelson Bay, which is 
about 90 miles N.W. by N. of Sydney and about 20 miles north of Newcastle. 
The reefs upon which the Polyplacophora were collected consist of weathered 
felspar porphyry. 

Owing to the limited time at our disposal and the long length of coast which 
had to be examined, our attention was confined to the southern shore between 
Dutchman Bay and Tomaree (.South) Head, and the open sea coast, from the 
latter head to Fingal Point, a distance in all of about 15 miles. 'Phe advance 
party had noted some rocky points west of Nelson Bay from the deck of the 
little steamer, and as far as the unfavourable tides would permit, spent the first 
two days m investigating the neighbourhood for promising spots. .Several places 
were tried westward (further up the harbour), but the results were not very 
encouraging; this was probably due to the dirty character of the water. 

On the arrival of the Messrs. Thackway, by dividing the party into two, 
the coastline to Tomaree Head was explored. The real work began on October 8, 
taking advantage of the spring tides which reached their maximum low point 
on the l(kh idem. 

As the Thackways were able to continue their stay for about a fortnight 
after those of us from the other States had left, they were able to extend the 
investigation to the open coast outside the heads, and to add very materially to 
the sum-total of the material collected. My heartiest thanks are due to Albert 
E. J. Thackway and W. L. May for the loan of material, and to the former for 
the use of his very copious notes on the material collected and the ground 
examined. 

Reefs at each end of Nelson Bay were found to be moderately good; sixteen 
^ecies being secured on the western reef, between the old wharf and Dutchman 
Bay, and eighteen species on the eastern. The western reef was remarkable for 
the large colonies of excellently preserved specimens of Onithochiton quercimu, 
as was the eastern for numbers of an exceptional colour variety of Haploplax 
ItHtiginosus. A cursory examination was made of the reef around Nelson Hea^, 
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with favourable results; time was too limited for as thorou^ an examination 
as is desiraUe. Further investijration will probably prove this point to be one 
of the richest in the harbour. The coast b^ween the eastern end of Shoal Ba^ 
and Tomaree Head was most disappointing, although a whcde day was occupied 
in prospecting it, nothing worthy of being noted was taken over a distance 
of approximatdy of one mile. 

Along considerable strips of this coast, many of the stones examined were 
bare of apparent life, and in numerous instances large areas of seemingly good 
ground were found to be quite barren. The headlands at False Bay, on the open 
ocean, were even poorer than at Tomaree Head; the causes of the apparent 
paucity *of life in these localities seem obscure and are worthy of careful 
investigation. 

The most profitable ground was located at Fly Point and extended for nearly 
half a mile between Nelson Bay and Little Bay. Only a small portion of this 
fine ground was touched, but it was found extremely rich both in species and in 
examples, as the appended notes testify. Examples of every genus recorded from 
New South Wales, with the exception of Choriplax, Ltolophura, and Tonicia, 
were taken within a distance of less than a quarter of a mile. The results of the 
united labours of our party were most gratifying, yielding, as they did, a wealth 
of specimens, including most of the recorded fauna in New South Wales; many 
individual specimens are of exceptional beauty. One new species of Acantho^ 
chiton is described and another member of the same genus is added to the fauna 
of the State; 28 species besides named varieties were secured. The entire 
absence of Ltolophura gaimardi, Blainville, which is such a common species at 
Port Jackson, is remarkable. 

All measurements quoted in this reedrd are of dried specimens. 


Family LspiDOPLEuaiOAB, Pilsbry. 

LePIDOPLEUKVS BADIUS. 

Lepidaplevrus batU^, Hedley and Hull, Rec. Austr. Mas., vii., 1909, p. 2G0 

Specimens of this species were rare, half a dozen in all being taken, ranging 
from 3xl'5 mm. to 5x2‘5 mm. The examples were mostly found on small 
stones embedded in shell>sand and in comparatively shallow water. One speci¬ 
men was taken in a small rock pool near high-tide mark. A wide range of colour 
variation was shown, the series raigitg from a brick-red to a light straw. This 
species was only found withih a very limited area on Fly Point. 

Family CmxOc&itonidas, Hiiele, 

CALtOCKPrON platessa. 

ChttoH phtetta, GoUld, Prup Bm. Soc. Nat. Hut., 11., 1864, p. 194. 

CaUockittm plaittsa, Gould, ol Pilsbry, IdCan. Conch., xiv., p 49, pi 10, figs. 1-5. 

Fairly common at Fly Point and on 'Uie reef between Nelson and Dutchman 
Bays. A good series in all stages of growth, the latgest specimen tpken 
measured mm. All typical specimens, the various shaifes of red and 

green assimilating with the colours of the encrusted rodts upon which they were 
found. 

CAUJoenttovt n,A's$$SA^ Gould, yar. possa, Ashby. 

(Trans. lUy. Sec. S. Aimn. vPL tm, p. 19 ). 

A few ^pedmens of this piitted were four^t 
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Family Ischnochitonidae, Pilsbry. 

ISCHNOCIIITON (LiNEOLATUS) CBISPUS. 

Chiton Hneolatus, Blainvilie, Diet Sci. Nat., vol. xxxri., p. 541. 

Chiton crispus, Reeve, Icon., pi 19, f. 120, May, 1847. 

Ischnochiton Uneolatus crispus, Rv, of Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xliv., 1920, 
pp. 273, 274. 

This sub-species, although by no means rare, was not as plentiful as might 
have been expected, 'fhe specimens taken were mostly comparatively small, but 
a very beautiful series of colour variations was obtained. The largest measures 
30^14 mm. Examples were met with on all reefs between Dutchman Bay and 
Shoal Bay; none were seen at Tomaree Head, or on the coastal reefs. It is 
worthy of note that in the locality under review, crispus was principally obtained 
in fairly deep water. 

Ischnochiton proteus 


f. 


44. 


Chiton proteus. Reeve, Conch. Icon., iv., 1847, pi 8, f 11, C. dwergens. Reeve, J.e., pi. 18, 


This species and the following one, frultcosus, are the commonest chitons 
in the district. Numerous examples were found m every place explored and in 
every stage of growth. Some stones examined were literally covered with these. 
Very large and clean specimens were frequently taken and a remarkable series 
of colour variation embracing ground colours of greens, whites, reds, and browns, 
with varying patterns and colour markings, was observed. 


Ischnochiton pruticosus 

Chiton frutieosus, Goald, Proc. Bos. Soc. Nat. Hist., ii., p. 142, 1846. 

Ekiually numerous with the preceding species and found at all levels, froan 
half tide to deep water. A few examples of a novel green variety, with burnt- 
umber dorsal region and brown girdle, were secured. 


Ischnochiton examinanous. 

Ischnochiton examinandus, Hull, Austr. Zool., vol. lii., pt. iv., 1923, p 160, pi xxv., f. 1-4. 

Gimparatively rare; about a dozen specimens in all were collected, the sires 
varyitig from 7x4’S mm. to 15x8 mm. Of these, three were similar in coloura¬ 
tion to the type, the remainder show general schemes of green, orange, or brown. 
Slight differences in the shape occur, some being more elongate than the others. 

Ischnochiton (Haploplax'i smaraoiunus. 

Lophyrus smaragdinus, Angas, Proc. Zool. Soc., 18(>7, p. 115, pi 13, f. 28 

Ischnochiton snusragdinus, Pilsbry, Proc. Ac Nat. Sci, Phil., 1894. 

This Ipecies is very common at all places examined between Nelson Bay 
and Fly Point, inclusive, and was one of the few species found in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Tomaree Head. The largest specimen taken was 23x13 mm., and the 
variation in colour scheme and pattern was very great. 

luhnochiioff smaragditm, Angas, var. picturatus, Pilsbry, Proc. Ac. Nat. Sci., Phil., 
1894,», 72. 

Very numerous in the same localities as the typical form, but none were 
teen on the open coast; they were found both in deep water and in rock pools 
kbove low-tide mart 

Ischnochiton smaragdinus, var. funereus, n. var. 

A very distincBve variety of Ha^loptax smaragdinus, in which the whole 
of ^ tegmentum is of a uniform black, without any colour relief, and the 
lll^e is consistently of a yellow tint, varying in shade from light straw to golden- 
188^0^, transversely bandM at irregular distances, with narrow bands of a darker 
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tint, suggesting shadows. The sculpture and girdle .scales are similar to typical 
shells. 

As this variety is so distinct and exceptional in colour to any other New 
South Wales shell, it seems worthy of a distinctive name. I therefore suggest 
the name funereus for this variety. Besides the few examples taken at Port 
Stephens, both Thackway and Hatcher have taken it at Long Reef, and the 
former has taken it at M^reweather, Botany Bay, Bulli, and Port Jackson; the 
writer also found an example, 17 mm. in length, on the one occasion he has 
visited Vaucluse. The type measures 12x7 mm., is from Ix)ng Reef, and was 
given to me by Mr. W. H. Hatcher. 

ISCHNOCHITON (HaPLOPLAx) LENTfCINOSUS. 

Chiton lentiqmosus, Sowerby, Mag. Nat. Hist., iv., 1840, p. 2<)3. 

Chiton lentiginosus, Reeve, Conch. Icon., iv., 1847, pi. 24, f. 165. 

Ischnochiton lentiginosus, Pilsbry, Proc. Ac. Nat. Sci., Phil., 1894, p. 73. 

Very common on all reefs. The specimens collected are of an unusual 
colour pattern for this species, and may probably be regarded as a local variety. 
Nearly all the examples are confined to different shades of brown. The Port 
Stephens form has an irregular, dark, dorsal stripe on all valves, which is mar¬ 
gined on either side by a lighter band, the whole being maculated with the typical 
blue spots and lines. Examples from Bulli and Long Reef (near Manly) mostly 
have a monochrome ground, decorated with the usual blue marks. 

ISCHNORADSIA AU.STEALIS. 

Chiton australis, Sowerby, Mag. Nat. Hist., iv., 1840 

Ischnochiton australis, Reeve, Conch. Icon., iv., 1847. 

In numbers this species was second only to proteus and fruticosus; specimens 
were collected at all points, but in common with other species, were scarce around 
Tomaree Head. 

Subfamily Callistoplacinae, Pilsbry. 

CALLtSTOCHITON ANTIQUUS. 

Chiton antiguus. Reeve, Conch. Icon., iv., 1847, pi, 25, i. 169. 

A long series was obtained at Fly Point and Nelson Head; these are all 
of the usual form and are nice clean examples. I'liis chiton was quite difficult to 
lopate owing to its colour and sculpture, assimilating, as it does, so well with the 
rocks upon which it is found. 

Family Mopaliidae, Pilsbry. 

Plaxifhoka albida. 

Chiton albidus, Blainwlle, Diet. Sci. Nat., vol. xxxvi., 1825, p, 547. 

C. costatus, Bhinville, l.c., p. 548. Discussed by Iredale, Proc, Mai. Soc., ix, pt. ii., p. 96. 

Plaxiphora albida. Btainville, of Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xlvi., 1922, 
pp. 575, 576. 

Over a score of specimens were taken, but this species is not plentiful in the 
portions of the coast examined. The shells on the average are smaller than 
those found further south. All specimens collected were from levels between 
high and low-tide marks; none were seen below the latter, and all were covered 
with algae. 

Note. —^As I have stated in several of my earlier papers, it has been found 
that examples of metaibers of this genus from Queensland, in the north, round 
the south coast of Australia, and ^ the west coast of Western Australia, as far 
as Dongarra, show so much variation both in shape and sculpture, with apparent 
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intermediates, that it has seemed best to make no attempt to define separate 
species, until a very large series was available from all parts of the Australian 
coastline. 

I'he examples from Port Stephens form a very welcome addition to what is 
already a very representative collection. The writer’s experience very closely 
coincides with the views expressed by Iredale in the paper above cited. 

Family Acanthociiitioal, Pilsbry. 

Acanthocuiton granostriatus. 

Acanfhochites granostriatus, Pilsl)ry, Naut., vii., p. 119, 1894. 

Acanthochiton granostriatus, Pilsbry, of Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xliv., 
1920, pp. 287, 288. 

This species was not numerous, but a fait scries was collected, mostly show¬ 
ing brighter colouration than specimens found in South Australia. 

Acanthochiton pilsbryu, maughankanhs. 

Acanthochiton pilsbryi, Sykes, Proc. Mai. Soc., Lond., vol ii., pt 2, 1896. 

Acanthochiton maughani, Torr and Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., 1898, p. 12. 

Acanthochiton pilsbryi maughancanus, Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xliii., 1919. 

A few very fine specimens were obtained measuring up to 12x4*5 mm. On 
the way to Port Stephens some of our party broke their journey at Point Clare, 
on Brisbane Water, and there found three examples of this shell in which the 
granules were more irregular in shape than is normal. 

Acanthochiton vakiabilis. 

Ilanleya variahilis, Adams and Angas, P.Z.S, 1864, p. 194. 

Acanthochites variabUis, Adams and Angas, of Pilsbry, Proc. Ac. Nat. Sci., Phil., 
1894, p. 184. 

This widely distributed species was by no means common at Port Stephens; 
one or two of the vSpecimens collected show the bright blue colouration which 
seems to be a feature of those collected by Hatcher at Long Reef, near Manly. 

Acanthochiton kimhkri. 

Acanthochites kimberi, Torr, Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xxxvi., 1912. 

This shell has not previously been recorded from the State of New South 
Wales, and it was an unexpected pleasure to meet with it .so far from the type 
locality in South Ailstralia. Several very fine specimens were sectired, the 
largest measuring 18x6 mm.; the previously known largest specimen is one 
collected by Mawle, in Port Arthur, in Tasmania, that measures 16*5x7*5 mm. 

As it is not difficult to confuse this shell with the variety of Acanthochiton 
reirojectus, named by the writer pustulosus, Ashby, the following comparison 
should be helpful. In pustulosus, the girdle fringe is often not visible, but in 
larger specimens, when present, the fringe is shorter and spicules more slender 
than in kimbert. In the sculpture, the large granules of pustulosus are alw^s 
strongly convex and strongly elevated, in kimberi the larger granules are fiat 
though very irregular in size, often very elongate. Under a magnification of 65, 
the minute grains clothing the girdle of retrojectus and its variety pustulosus are 
larger than those in kimberi, and seem to coalesce in irregular masses; whereas 
in kimberi, in addition to the grains being more minute, they lie more smoothly 
and are so arranged in groups, that collectively they form shallow rings with a 
hole Or crater in the centre. 

A very beautiful variety was secured by Thackway, in which the first two 
valves me white; valves 3, 4, and 5, red; valves 6 and 7, white with red dorsal 
area; and tail valve dark. 
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ACANTHOCHITOW KETItOJBCTUS. 

AeanihocMtes retrojeetuM, PiUbry. Naot^ v!i, p. 107, 1894. 

This little species was not common, but specimens were taken up to 
14x5*5 nun. 

Acanthochiton RETRojEcrtis, van pustuujsus. 

kcanthoehitm retrojtetiUt var. pusHtlosui, Ashby, Trans Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol xlvi., 
1922, pp. IS, 16. 

Several examples of this striking variety of retrojtctus were met with; in 
some the large granules are developed at a very juvenile stage, in others the 
sculpture is quite typical of rotrojectus until the shell is more than half grown, 
when the very coarse, highly elevated grains are produced. 

Acanthochiton thackwasd, n. sp. 

PL xxxi., figs. 1, 2. 

General Appearance. —Broad, girdle almost entirely covered by the long 
extruded sjpicules, a dense rather tong girdle fringe, shell highly arched and 
rounded, side slope curved, median viuves beaked. 

Colour. —^Pale creamy-brown, dorsal area of valve 2 rose pink, spicules 
similar in colour to the valves. 

Anterior Valve. —This valve is unusually elevated, slope curved and stem, 
5 ray ribs or undulations, the two lateral ones being,shallow, the three in the 
centre ones strongly elevated, closer together and with deep troughs between 
them. The ribs are decorated with two rows of closely packed, small, rounded, 
cream-coloured granules. 

Posterior Valve. —Small, raucro not raised, median or postmedian, posterior 
slope steep, covered with closely packed, cream-coloured granules. Dorsal area 
pinnatifid and in proportion to the size of this valve, broad, dark coloured; the 
pleural area of this valve is decorated with small closely packed granules, placed in 
longitudinal rows. 

Median Valves.—‘Br<n6, elevated, arched, side slope curved, posterior margin 
strongly beaked, the shell bending outwards again towards the girdle, quite as 
far, if not further, than thd beak. ^ The dorsal area is broadly wedge-shape, the 
beak is a little rugose, but this may be due to slight erosion; under a pocket 
lens, only the posterior half of this area is smooth, and from there, anteriorly, 
the area appears strongly grooved, but under a Zeiss binocular, majg. 65 times, 
this apparent grooving is found to be only simulated by an alternation of dark, 
sutxutaneous, longitudinal linit^ with white opal-like hninp;, so that, except for 
transverse growth Hoes, this area is smooth.- This area Is strongly pitmatifid, 
four of the lateral "teeth or pinhae," which are cream-white, can be counted on 
each side of the dorsal area; from each of their apices commences a more or less 
longitudinal row of small closely packed granules; the pleural and lateral areas 
are not separable, both being similarly sct^ured with bowed, Imore or less longi¬ 
tudinal, rows of minute, bead-Hke, dose|y padfcd granules; these granules are 
so closely packed in uie rows that, under a poricet lens, thtgr appear everywhere 
touching, and the rows aib so dose to cme another that there is no weildefined 
suture b^ween them. Ute grains towards the outer margin are hut little larger 
than those nearer the dOrsm area. Under a binocular with 65 nuqjmlfioiricms 
the granules are less bead-like, are not hemispheres, as they appear imoer ^ 
power pocket lens, but are stron^l^ raised, circular, convex grantdes, Uie 
curvatuit beit« flatter in some dhers; also, they tardy imbricate, attnmqj^ 
so close together, and are usiudiy sMtparated. 

The itttermacdi between the gmlnii. ahhoiq^ii riw dad! lUMi been boiled for 
some time, srill eeenit partUdly fBled wttp ^ numite jgnuns of tWhd, 
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Girdle. —Is furnished at the sutures with hair tufts of exceptionally long, 
slender, glassy spicules, and under mag. 65 times, shorter, extremely slender 
spines are interspersed simongst them. The girdle fringe is very dense, seemingly 
composed of three rows of spicules; the rest of the girdle is covered with 
coalesced, minute grains. 

Measurements. —The type is 9x4-5 mm., including the hair tufts; shell 
itself only 7x4-5 mm. Thackway’s specimen 9-5x5 mm. 

Habitat. —In addition to the type, which was collected by the writer at Fly 
Point, a second specimen was taken by Mr. Albert E. J. Thackway at the same 
spot. 

In conclusion. —This species is distinguished from bednalli by the dorsal 
area beii^ pinnatifid and smooth, although simulating grooving by subcutaneous 
lining, and by the granules being circular and convex, whereas in bednalli they 
are longer and flat-topped. The same characters still more widely differentiate 
it {ram granostriaius. 

Acanthochiton (Notoplax) costatus 

AettHthochites costatus, Adams and Angas, P Z S., 1864, p 194 

Macandrsllus costatus, Dali., Proc. U S Nat. Mus., i., p. 81. 

Notoplax costatus, Adams and Angas, of Ashby, Trans Roy. Soc S Austr., vol. xliv., 

1920. 

Three specimens of this shell were taken; the largest 19 mm long, girdle 
evenly but not densely covered with short spicules The ribs on valves in the 
smallest specimen are considerably less raised than those of the other two. In 
Tasmania ail the examples seen from Port Arthur have shallow ribs, whereas 
those taken in the D’Entrecasteaux ('hannel all have coarse ribs. 

Family Cryptoplacidae, Dali. 

Cryptoplax rostratus. 

Ckitonellus rostratus. Reeve, Q»nch. Icon., f 6, 1847 

Cryptoplttx torresianus, Rochebrunc, Bull. Soc Philom., Paris, 1881*1892, p. 195 

Cryptoplax rostratus, Rv., of Ashby, Trans Roy. Soc. S. Austr, vol. xlvii, 1923. 

This chiton was very numerous, several specimens being taken up to 63 mm. 
in length (dried specimens); in life they would have measured considerably 
more. Wliile the girdles of most were densely clad with normal, brown spicules, 
a few had orange-brown spicules, making them very conspicuous in the water, 
allb, in a few examples, the dorsal area in each valve is porcelain-white, the rest 
of the valves brown; in these the dorsal area, especially at the beak, is touched up 
wHh pink. 

In tfty discussion of this species in the paper cited above occur these words: 
'^Also the Valves C. rostratus, even in the fully adult shell, still touch one another.” 
Having now examined the large number of specimens taken at Port Stephens, 
I flind I have to qualify this statement, for in the very large specimens, after 
^ve 4 , the valves are distinctly spaced; but this feature, which is normal in 
(T. Lamarck, does not seem to occur in rostratus until reaching extreme 

aani^Ny. The granular character of the sculpture is retained even in the largest 
lltieeknens, but the granules are less bead-like and more elongate than is the case 
kKytumger eoounples. 

' Family Chitonidae, Pilsbry. 

Rhyssoflax jugosus. 

jugosus, Gould, Proc. Bos. Soc. Nat. Hist., ii., p. 142, 1864. 

Skys^^ax jugosus, Thiele, das Gebiss der Schnecken, vol. ii., p. 368. 

A vhty fine series with wide variation in the colour pattern was taken. 
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Rhyssoplax coxi. 

Chiton eoxi, Pilsbry, Proc. Ac. Nat. Sci., Phil., 1894, p. 85. 

A fair number were secured; most of them were more or less normal, 
olivaceous, flecked with cream and pink markings. In one remarkable specimen, 
measuring 15x9 ni(m., all the valves, other than valve 2, are brilliant, absinthe- 
green, with a bright pink spot at the apex of the anterior valve and at the beak 
of the other valves; valve'2 is ox-blood-red, and the whole of the girdle is broadly 
and irregularly banded in these colours, with the addition of cream-while and 
three or four narrow, very dark, reddish bands. Altogether, it is perhaps the 
most brilliantly coloured chiton I have ever seen. (Ridgway’s Colour Standards, 
pis. xxvi. and i.) 

Rhyssoplax carnosus. 

Chiton carnosus (Carp. MSS.), Anga^, PZ.S, 1867, p. 222. 

Rhyssoplax jacksoniensis, Ashby, non Chiton limans, of Sykes, Proc. Roy. Soc. Viet, 
33 (n.s.), 1921. 

Rhyssoplax carnosus, Angas, of Hull, Austr. Zool., vol. iii., pt. iv., 1923. 

Amongst the series collected were some of the most brilliantly coloured 
forms yet obtained, ranging from normal, mottled olivaceous, through cream, 
with three or four dark, almost black, valves to pink, brick-red, and orange. 

Rhyssoplax vauclusensis. 

Chiton vauclusensis, Hedley and Hull, Rec. Austr. Mus., 1909, p. 261, pi. Ixxiv., figs. 19-2.1. 

Several examples of this fine and rare chiton were collected. Port Stephens 
being an entirely new locality. I am also glad to be able to record that my cor¬ 
respondent, William H. Hatcher, has also been successful in finding it at Long 
Reef, near Manly. Thus, although still a rare shell, its habitat is slowly yet 
surely being extended. 

Rhyssoplax translucens. 

Chiton translucens, Hedley and Hull, Lc. 

A good scries of exceptionally fine specimens of this beautiful chiton was 
obtained measuring up to 41x21 mm. Most of them are coloured with soft 
shades of flesh-pink, variously blotched with olive; only one or two were of the 
green shade, with cream markings, mentioned in the description of the type. 

SyPUAROCHITON PELLIS-SERPENTJS. 

Clttton pelhs-serpentis, Quoy and Gaimard, Zool. Astrolabe, iii., 1835, p. 381, pi. 74, 
figs. 17-22. 

Sypharochiion petiis-serpentis, Q. and G., of Thiele, l.c., p. 365. 

In addition to our general research, two whole days were entirely devoted 
by the Messrs. Thackway in an endeavour to locate this species, and their labours 
were finally rewarded, when Mr, H. W. Thackway found a single specimen, near 
low water-mark, on the reef at the eastern end of Nelson Bay. This was almost 
the last chiton obtained ditring the visit. The search extended over the whole 
of the suitable ground between Dutchman Bay, in Port Stephens, and Fingal 
Point, on the open coast, covering a distance, in all, approximately, of IS miles. 
With the exception of this single specimen, which Mr. I^ackway has generously 
presented to the writer, no other example of this sp^ies, or of its associate in 
New South Wales waters, Liolophura ffaimardi, Blainville, was met with; the 
specimen takim is typical of the form found at Port Jackson with the strong 
longitudinal ribbing; in southern Tasmania such strongly sculptured forms are 
far less common than the smoother ones. 

Some additional notes on this ddton seem worth while. This species, in 
both New South Wales and Tasmania, is found from half-tide ahnott to high 
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wttter-miLrkt and Is common throughout the ftouthetn coasts of the former State; 
and on the north, east, and southern coasts of the latter State Eroded specimens 
e^rposed to stm and air below high tide-mark may he found tn large coldnies 
within the areas named, in both Slates, but well-preserved specimens are 
moderately rare. 

Thackway, May, and the writer have each been able to take a fair series of 
perfect specimens m their respective localities, fiom the underneath of large 
boulders, or in fissures, or caverns, into which the sun never penetrates, t.e.> 
places which, although above low water, are constantly damp or moist, and 
comparatively dark 

North of Sydney, pellis-serpentis seems to become rarer At Mcreweather, 
about four miles south of Newcastle, during October, 1923, Thackway made a 
search for this species along two miles of coast, when only three specimens were 
found. At Point Clare, on Brisbane water, north of the Hawkesbury, the writer 
look several specimens in a fair state of preservation, but it was not common there. 
In face of these evidences and the fact, that with all our searching, Port 
Stephens only yielded us one specimen, it seems probable that the Port is the 
northern limit of its range. Messrs. Iredale and May distinguished the Tas¬ 
manian forms of this shell, under the designation of Maugeanus, while I think 
the better way would be to consider them mere varieties of the New Zealand 
shell, if students prefer to consider the Tasmanian shell a geographic race, I 
suggest that the somewhat more highly sculptured form, found in New South 
Wales, be distinguished by the subspecific name of scpfentrwnes, a name sug¬ 
gested by the more northern habitat. 

Subfamily Liolophurinae, Pilsbry 
Lorica volvox. 

Chiton vohox, Reeve, Conch. Icon, pi 6, f. 31, 1847 

This species was not common, less than a scoie of specimens being found, 
the largest measuring 60 mm. in length; they were typical of Port Jackson shells. 

Loricella torri. 

LoricelUt torrid Ashby, Trans. Roy. Soc. S Austr, vol xlm , P>19 

A long series was collected ranging from (iinte juveniles up to 52x36 mm 
of green and pink are quite common in the girdles, the lateral areas and 
anterior valves, in some, show strong granules, in others the shell i.s almost 
Unooth^ The girdle, in some, was thickly clothed with branching spicules or 
satae, in others this feature was much less in evidence. In none of the fine 
aeries exatnined was there any evidence of the ''spear-headed spicules*' discovered 
W the writer, and which are so striking a feature of the South Australian shell 
Adams and Angas. 


Onithochiton quercinus. 

ChHtm ^ercinus, Gouki, Proc. Boi. Soc, Nat. Hist., it, p. 142. 

A fair tieries of this Onithochitori was secured, some showing very beautiful 

have followed Pilsbry in the foregoing order, but note that Thiele 
flkKas the two geneni, Lorica and Loricella, under the Family Ischnochitonidae, 
llhd ihe Genus Onithochiton under the Subfamily Acanthopleurinae. as a group 
Family Chitonidae. 

I wotdd add the following record, which, although it has nothing to 
ttie fauna of Port Stephens, it is, nevertheless, an interesting record 
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belonging to the same State, and will be of interest to other workers. The only 
occasion upon which it has been possiUe for the writer to visit that famous 
collecting ^ound for chitons, the Bottle and Glass Rocks, at Vaucluse, was on 
September 25, 1923, and was rewarded by two good finds. One was a very fine 
sp^imen of Acanthachiton kimberi, Torr, measuring, when dry, 14x6'5 mm., 
but when alive nearly double the width, owing to the extension of the girdle, a 
feature that is little seen in the small specimens from South Australia. 'I'his 
was an altogether new find for the State of New South Wales. On another 
broken shell was another great find, a veiy fine sf^cimen of Lepidopletirus which 
had never before been seen by the writer, but was immediately recognised as being 
Hull’s new L. puppis, which up to the present is only represented by a very few 
examples. I'his specimen measures lo'5x6 mm. and is in perfect order. 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATE XXXI. 
(For description sec page 327 ) 
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FURTHER NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN POLYPLACOPHORA WITH 
DESCRIPTIONS OF THREE NEW SPECIES. 

By Edwin Asitby, F1..S., M.B.O.U. 

[Read October 1^24.] 

Plato XXXI. (in part). 

Family Ischnochitonidae, Dali. 

Subfamily Ischnochitoninae, Pilsbry 
f^nus IscHNocHiTON. Gray. 

Ischnochiton tindalei, n. sp. 

PI. xxxi., figs. 4fl, 4/>, 4r. 

I am indebted to Sir Joseph Verco, Hon. Curator of Mollusca of the South 
Australian Museum, for the opportunity of describing this new Ischnochiton, 
which was collected by Mr. N. H. Tindale, of the same Museum, after whom I 
have pleasure in naming it. It was obtained at Groote Kylandt, in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 

General Appearance .—Shell broad, valves arched but showing a slight angle 
at jugum, side-slope curved. Colour, Vinaceous Brown (Ridgway, pi; xl.). 

Anterior Valve .—Is evenly and closely covered with spaced, circular, convex 
grains, which are exceptionally even in size, although a little smaller near the 
apex and a little larger near the margin; the intersiiaces are a little darker than 
the granules themselves; four broad, shallow, concentric growth-ridges are pre¬ 
sent in the type. 

Median Valve .—Is arched, slight angle at jugum, dorsal area ill-defined, the 
arrangement of the granules and grain markings is longitudinal near the jugum, 
the granules are raised and circular, commencing small near the jugum and 
increasing to double the size and elevation in the pleural area; the lateral area 
is much raised, clearly defined, and equalling in size the pleural area; the granules 
are still circular but rapidly increase in size, both posteriorly and laterally; they 
arc arranged in even, bowed rows both longitudinally and diagonally, forming a 
decussated pattern; the granules on the posterior margin are large and give a 
toothed appearance. 

Posterior Valve .—This valve is large, macro median, well defined, slope 
behind, for one-third, steep; other two-thirds, flatter. A strongly raised diagonal 
fold separates the posterior portion of the valve from the anterior; the posterior 
portion is similarly decussated, although a Hule less coarsely, to the lateral areas 
in the median valves, the anterior portion is similar in sculpture to the dorsal 
and pleural areas of those valves. 

Afticulamenlunt .—Is while, inside glassy white, anterior valve slits 9, fairly 
evenly spaced, teeth sharp; tail valye 8 slits, sutural laminae small, .sinus between 
veiy wide. Median valves, slits l/l, eaves well defined, insertion protruding 
slightly beyond the tegmentum, teeth sharp, sutural laminae small, sinus between 
very Wide^ tegmentum bowed outwardly in centre. 

Measurementsi^-Thei shell was too crushed to allow of any accurate total 
mtaisurement being given, but the two end valves and valve 2 are unbroken. Tlie 
total of crushed shell is 8x5 mm. Anterior valve is longitudinally 1*5 mm,, 
laterally 3 mm. Posterior valve is longitudinally 2*5 mm., laterally 3*5 mm. 
Htdim valve is longitudinally 1*5 mm,, laterally 3*5 mm. 
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Girdle. —Densely clothed with minute, flat, imbricating scales. 

Habitat. —(iroote Eylandt, Gulf of Carpentaria, Northern Territory, living 
on a block of dead coral. Museum, No. D4656, one example. 

Comparisons. —It differs from /. luticolcns, Hull, in the very raised character 
of the lateral area, the slope from the pleural area to the lateral not being gradual, 
as in that species, but most abrupt, 'I'he shell is more elevated and the side-slope 
more curved, sculpture everywhere coarser, niucro central n(»t anterior and 
posterior slope fairly steep, not concave, also luticolens has 50 per cent, more 
slits in the insertion of the end valves. It was at first my intention to describe 
this shell as a subspecies of luticolcns, but the differences noted above, of form, 
.sculpture, and slitting, seem to warrant its being given full siwcific rank, but it 
may l)e considered near to that shell. 

Family Cryptoconciiidae, Iredale. 

Subfamily (RYproamcHtNAE, Ashby. 

Genus Acanthociiiton, Gray, cm. 

Acanthochiton macrocystialis, n. sp. 

PI. xxxi., fifes. 3. .3o, 3 l>, 3 c. 

Introduction. —1 am much indebted to Mr. W. L. May, of Tasmania, for 
placing in my hands for definition several examples of a new Acanthochiton. 
They are especially interesting from the fact that they have, as their host, the 
long ribbon-like alga, Macrocystis pyrifera, var. dubenii; my thanks are also 
due to Mr, L. Rodway for kindly identifying the plant. ’ 'J'he specimens were 
.sent to Mr. May by Mr. K. W. Mawle with the following note:—“I'hese 
Acanthochitons I collected at the outside of Port Puer; their host is the long 
ribbon-like kelp, that grows near the bull kelp. The Acanthos live near the 
roots. I had to cut the roots open to find them; it is like basket-work where 
they live." 

I was able to show in my paper on the genus Stenochiton (Trans. Roy. Soc. 
S. Austr., vol. xlii., 1918, pp. 65-78) that members of that genus of Chitons do 
not live on rocks but on “sea grasses,” In another paper {l.c., vol. xlv., 1921, 
pp. 136-142) on the “Re-discovery of Choriplax” one was able to adduce data 
, which suggests that members of that most remarkable genus live on the stems of 
Laminaria. The present discovery is of exceptional interest, because it seems 
to establish the fact that there are other races of Chitons that occupy a very 
.similar ecological niche. 

General Appearance. —In the dried specimen the girdle occupies two-fifths 
of the total width, shell elliptical, colour Hellebore Green to Elm Green (Ridg- 
way, pi. xvii.), mottled with white, outer border dirty white, dorsal area of valves 
2 and 8 dark. Shell is arched, thickly decorated with small granules, hair tufts 
con.spicuous, girdle thickly beset with spicules. 

Anterior Valve. —^The central portion of this valve consists of a V-shaped 
elevation, corresponding with the three central ray ribs; the actual ribs can 
only be distinguished in the juvenile portion of shell near the apex. The two 
lateral ribs are modified into mere waves; the whole valve is decorated with 
irregularly arranged, small, elongate, flat granules, which are anteriorly rounded 
or subacute, laterally straight-sided, the |;ranules are raised anteriorly and shallow 
posteriorly, Articulamentum viChite, slits 4, well defined and suture or sinus 
carried to the tegmentum, the three central slits correspond with the three central 
ribs and the fourth slit with the fold oh the right, but the lefthand 4Ht is obsolete. 
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In another juvenile specimen the anterior valve also has only 4 slits, the Icfthand 
one being absent. 

Posterior Vahe. —Tegmentum small, mucro postmedian, slope steep 
immediately behind the mucro; the dorsal area broadly wedge-shape, rugulose 
transversely and subgranulose near mucro, longitudinal grooving absent, sculpture 
of rest of valve similar to that of the anterior valve. Articulamentum white, 
much produced laterally, slits 3 well defined and sinus deep, sutural laminae 
shallow, sinus between l)road. A second juvenile specimen has three slits in 
the tail valve similarly spaced. 

Median Valve, —The following is a description of valve 2. I'he dorsal area 
is raised, arched and beaked, without longitudinal grooving but showing a little 
subcutaneous lining, numerously, transversely ridged, pitied near beak. The 
lateral and pleural areas are similar in sculpture, there is a slight diagonal fold, 
the granules are similar in shape to those of the anterior valve, except that they 
arc longer and more definitely subacute, the sides of some of the granules not 
being parallel but converging. The granules adjoining the dorsal area are very 
elongated and coalesce. Idle general arrangement of the rows of granules is 
longitudinal, parallel with the outer margin of the tegmentum. Articulamentum 
white, sutural laminae well produced forward, sinus between wide, insertion 
plate in this particular valve unslit, but in a juvenile specimen that has been dis¬ 
articulated some, of the median valves have slits 1/1, notches vt'ry short and 
inconspicuous but sinus carried to the tegmentum. 

Girdle, — Hair tufts are large and composed of massed, slender spines; 
girdle is closely beset with coarser spicules. 

Habitat. —Living on the roots of the alga Macrocyst is pyrifera, off Point 
Puer, near Port Arthur, Tasmania. 

Measurements. -Total of type 15*5x8 mm., largest specimen mm., 

second largest 17x8 mm. Anterior valve longitudinally 2*75 mm., laterally 
3*5 mm. Posterior valve longitudinally 2 mni , laterally 3'5 mm. Median valve 
longitudinally 3*5 mni., laterally 4 mm. 

Comparisons. — A. granostriatus has narrower dorsal area, granules much 
more elongate and very shallow, the granules connected with one another radially 
by a slight raising of tlie floor, giving a streaky appearance under lateral lighting, 

A. bednalli has also a narrower dorsal area, which is dee]>ly, longitudinally 
grooved; in bednalli the granules are shorter and bluntly oI)ovatc, with flat to 
concave surfaces, the granules in macrocysiialis arc cfiually raised, but are longer, 
differently shaped, and often pointed. In the type of gatUffi, the dorsal area is 
more granulosc and is longitudinally rugose, very distinct from tlie si)ecies under 
discussion, the sculpture of the other areas of gatliffi is more widely spaced and 
regular, the granules are attached at their bases, the anterior portion standing 
away from the shell, the granules themselves are shorter and broader, and the 
girdle in gatliffi. is spongy, whereas in this species it is very spicuh^se. 

Paratypes of A. macrocystialis, Ashby.—(a) Is greenish-buff, sculpture 
similar but the dorsal area is subcutaneously lined with white wavy lines, measures 
9x4 mm. (b) Is buffish-brown, the dorsal area is marked with dotted lines and 
the shallow pitting is a little more marked, both this and the preceding show less 
of the spiculose character of the girdle than the larger specimens, this may be 
due to the breaking of the v^icules, hair tufts arc similar, (c) Two examples 
measuring, respectively, 10x5 and 8x4 min., taken “off kelp” at the same locality. 
a;re both buff and granules white, the white dotted lining in the dorsal area is very 
marked* the sculpture is similar to type, the spiculose character of the girdle is 
^apicuous in the larger of the two. 



Craspedochiton jaubertenaia, n. ap. 

PI. xxxi.. fifr«. Sa, Sb, 5r. 

I am indebted to M. Nils H. J. Odhner, of Stockholm, for the example 
described hereunder. It was sent to me under the name Craspedochiton laqueatus, 
Sowerby, from which it seems distinct. It had been dredged off Cape Jaubert 
by Dr. E. Mjoberg, leadej; of the Swedish Scientific Expeditions of 1910-1913. 

General Appearance .—^The specimen is much curled and preserved in spirit; 
the girdle is very wide, occupying two-thirds of the width of the shell, and is 
ochreous-brown and non-spiculose and without hair tufts; the dorsal area is 
much raised and the diagonal rib very prominent. 

Anterior Valve .—^Thc whole of the upper portion of shell eroded, 5 radial 
folds or ribs corresponding with the slits, decorated with small, closely packed 
(usually separated), raised, squarish granules; towards the anterior margin 
the arrangement appears to be more or less concentric. 

Posterior Valve .—Mucro raised and anterior, dorsal area broadly wedge- 
shape, smooth with a deep groove on either side, a raised diagonal fold from 
.mucro laterally, posterior slope flat, tegmentum decorated with similar granules 
to the anterior valve, except that they are rather more convex. 

Median Valve .—Dorsal area beakeil, wedge-shape, the narrow central por¬ 
tion being divided from the elevated margin by a deep groove on either side, the 
outer ridges of this area slope steeply to the pleural area, giving to the whole 
.dorsal area a highly raised appearance. The pleural area is separated from the 
lateral area by a narrow, highly raised, diagonal rib, which corresponds with the 
slit. The pleural area is decorated with longitudinal rows (I count 10) of 
spaced, raised, square to elongate, small, evenly distributed granules. The lateral 
area is similarly decorated, but the arrangement here is confused and the granules 
are larger. 

Inside. —^White, anterior valve 5 slits opposite the 5 radial ribs, teeth coarsely 
and irregularly dentate, propped on both sides. Posterior valve, insertion plate 
short, very coarsely dentate and propped, the number of slits difficult to determine, 
probably 8, sutural laminae well produced, sinus broad, anterior margin fairly 
straight. Median valve. Particulars are of No. 2 valve, insertion plate broad, 
eaves ill-defined, slits 1/1, festooned on either side as in genus Callistochiton, 
sutural laminae well produced, anterior margin straight, sinus bfoad, tegmentum 
'bowed outwardly in centre. 

Body .—^The foot is very small, in curled specimen 7 mm. long, between the 
foot and the inside of girdle proper is a protruding spongy mass, on the outer 
side of which are numerous scales. 

Measurements .—Example preserved in spirit total length 36 mm. by 22 mm., 
the anterior portion of the girdle measures S mm., and the posterior portion 
behind the tail valve 2 mm., of the tot^ width of 22 mm., the shell measures 
only 7*5 mm., the rest being girdle. Median valve laterally 9 mm., longitudinally 
6 mm. Posterior valve laterally 6 mm., longitudinally 4 mm. Anterior valve is 
incomplete but must have been fully 8 mm., laterally. 

Girdle .—Colour ochreous-brown, very broad, occupying two-thirds of the 
total width, is asymmetrical, being broader in front than Mhind, encroaches on the 
valves at the sutures, is non-spiculose but covered with very minute corneous 
bodies. 

. Habitat ,—^Dredged in 70 feet off Cape Jaubert, 42 miles W.S.W., north¬ 
western Australia, by Dr. E. Mjobeig, 2&h May, 1911. 

In conclusion.'—’Whilt in the British Museum in June, 1922,1 compared this 
specimen with the type of Craspedochiton laqueatus, Sowerlqr. This latter was 
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from the Philippines; the species under review differs from it ih the shape of 
the granules* which in jaubertensis are small and many elongate and narrow, 
whereas in laqueaius they are large, flat, and squamose; in jaubertensis the 
girdle is broader and encroaches more on the valves at the sutures. While cer¬ 
tainly allied to laqueatus, we noted at the time that it certainly was a distinct 
species. 

COHRECTIOKS TO PaPER ON EXAMINATION OF TyPES IN PaRIS. 

Dr. Ed. Lamy, in Bull. Mus. Nat. Paris, 1923, pp. 260-265, points out that 
in the published results of Ashby's examination of the collections of Poly- 
placophorain the Paris Museum (Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., xlvi., pp. 572-582), 
‘•some errors have crept in in the deciphering of the labels, with their faulty and 
illegible notes." 

^ As pointed out in my introduction to that paper, owing to the limited time 
available, there was no opportunity of checking or correcting the records of 
observations, with the added difficulty, that both Dr. I.-amy and the writer were 
unfamiliar with each other’s language, it was impossible to avoid all mistakes. 
I am much indebted to Dr. Lamy for the following corrections:— 

Page 578, in place of “Voy, de TAstrolabe," read "Animaux sans Vertebres, 
2nd Edition, Deshayes, vol. vii., p. 520." 

Page 574, 13 lines from bottom, read "Dufresne M.S.S. in place of Dufrizai." 

Page 581, Specimen (e), for "in spirit" read "dry.” 


DESCRIPTION OF PLATE XXXI. 

(Reproduced from photographs by E Ashby.) 

Fig. 1. Acanthochiton thackxvayi, Ashby. Type from Port Stephens 
„ 2. ,1 „ „ Paratype from Port Stephens. 

„ 3. „ macrocystialis, Ashby. Type from Point Puer. 

„ 3<i. „ M »♦ Type, anterior valve. 

„ 3b, „ „ „ Type, median valve. 

„ 3c, „ „ „ Type, tail valve (showing three slits in the 

insertion). 

„ 4a, Jschnachiion tindalei, Ashby. Type, anterior valve, from (koote Eylandt 
4b, „ „ „ Type, median valve, from Groote Eylandt. 

M 4e. „ „ „ Type, tail valve, from Groote Eylandt. 

M Sa, Craspedochiton jaubertensis, Ashby, Type, anterior valve (showing dentate and 

propped insertion), N.W. Australia. 

M Sb. „ „ ,. Type, median valve, N.W Australia. 

5^. „ „ „ Type, tail valve, N.W. Australia. 
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NOTES ON THE TYPES OF AUSTRALASIAN POLYPLACOPHORA 
IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 

Bx Edwin Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U. 

[Read October 9, 1924.] 

In June, 1922, I had the opporttuiity of examining the types in the collections, 
in the British Museum, and my thanks are due to the authorities of that Mu.seum 
for granting me facilities for this examination, to the staff and Mr. 1'oin Iredale 
for much assistance. 

I had intended publishing these notes in connection with the proposed mono¬ 
graph on Australian Polyplacophora I had been working on for some years, 
but now Messrs. Iredale and Hull have commenced a similar work, it seems best 
to publish these notes without further delay. The types were compared with 
examples in the writer’s collection. 

Stenochiton juloides, Ad. and Ang. Type, from Gulf St. Vincent, South 
Australia. This is a typical specimen of South Australian shells of Stenochiton 
(Chiton) longicymba, Blainville. 

Jschnochiton virgaius. Reeve. 'I'ype, from Port Lincoln, is similar to 
examples from the same locality in the writer’s collection. 

Ischnochiton (Chiton) decussatMS, Reeve. Type, from Australia. This is 
the shell we used to know under this name in South Australia, but now know 
under the name /. contractus, Reeve. This latter was de.scribed by Reeve as 
having solitary granules in the lateral areas (sic disjunct); this character is so 
distinctive that one is compelled to concur with Iredale in considering Reeve’s 
two species, contractus and decussatus, as conspecihe, contractus having page 
precedence. 

Ischnochiton castus (Cpr. MS.), published by Pilsbry. Type, from Swan 
River. This is the shell we know as Ischnochiton contractus, Reeve. The slight 
bridging in the pleural area does not commence at quite so early a stage as is the 
case in specimens from South Australia: the sculpture of the pleural area appears 
stronger. 

Ischnochiton (Lepidopleurus) speciosus, Ad. and Ang. Type. This is the 
shell we know as I. contractus. Reeve. 

Ischnochiton (Chiton) proteus. Reeve. Type, from Newcastle, New South 
Wales, collected by Dr. Dieffenbach. This is the shell we used to know under 
the name of /. divergens. Reeve, from Port Jackson. 

Ischnochiton (Chiton) ustulatus. Reeve. Type. This is not an Australian 
species; in shape and sculpture it seems similar to the New Zealand species known 
as Ischnochiton maorianus, Iredale. The girdle scales are like that shell though 
a little less irregular than are the scales of examples from Doubtless Bay, with 
whic]t I compared them. I consider that Chiton ustulatus. Reeve, is a rufous 
.variety of the New Zealand Ischnochiton maorianus, Iredale, 

Ischnochiton variegatus, Ad. and Ang. The type of this shell is not in the 
collections and seems to have, been lost. The specimens sent by Bednall to the 
British Museum, under that name, include /. lincolnensis, Ashby, as well as other 
species. 

Ischnochiton (Chiton) arbutum. Reeve. Type, from Port Essington, 
October, 1844, These a^ee with examples in my collection from North 
Queensland. 
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Ischnochiton crisp us, Reeve. Type, collected by Dr. Dieffenbach at New¬ 
castle, New South Wales. They arc a subspecies of the shell from King Island 
which was described by Blainville under the name of Chiton lincolatus; of the 
nine examples. 1 is pink. 4 cream, and 4 >Hlowi.sh-green. and correspond with 
specimens in my own collection from Port Jackson. 

Ischnochiton (Chiton) carinulotus, Reeve, lype marked fiom Van Diemen's 
Land. It is not conspecific with any of the following Jschnochitons: ptychius, 
tateanus, or falcatus. Iredale considered it a South American .shell. 

Ischnochiton (Hctcrosonii) cariosus (( pr. MS.). Pilsbry. I saw the example 
that is believed to be the type; it is whitish, rather worn, and similar to South 
Au.straHan specimens known under this name from Gulf St. Vincent, which I 
designate as the locality of the type. 

Ischnochiton pai.t.idus. Reeve. 1847. 

Chiton jmllidus. Reeve, Conch. Icon., t. 16. f. 92. March 1847. Non Chiton 
contractus. Reeve = I. lincolatus, Rl. of Iredale = /. contractus, Rv. of Sykes, 
Bednall, Torr, and others = /. iredalci, Dupuis /. ircdalci, Dupuis, of Ashby, 
Ashby and Hull and May = /. lincolatus, BI. of Iredale and TTull. vSykes. Bed¬ 
nall. and Torr each followed Pilsbry in using the name contractus, Reeve, for this 
shell, and each of them considered Chiton pallidus. Reeve, to be a synonym. The 
recognising by Iredale that contractus and dccussatus, both of Reeve, were con- 
specific, led Dupuis to give the name of ircdalei to this shell, overlooking the 
earlier name of pallidus, Reeve. 

Reeve’s type is a very worn specimen ohthc shell described bv Dupuis under 
the name ircdalci, from a specimen given to him by myself from (iulf St. Vincent, 
in South Australia, which is therefore the type locality, not Flinders Island, as 
designated by Iredale and Hull. As no locality is given for Reeve’s type, I 
designate (lUlf St. Vincent as the type locality. 

Iredale and Hull, in the Ausl. Zook, vol. 3, pt. 6. pp. 232. 233, again discuss 
this shell under the name of 7. lincolatus, Blainville. The position taken up first by 
Iredale, and now by Iredale and Hull, is in opposition to the opinions expressed 
by Dupuis, Dr. I^amy, and myself, each of whom has carefully examined the 
collections in Paris, and Iredale and Hull’s altitude is quite unsupported by facts. 

When I was in Paris in July, 1922, Dr. Lamy was good enough to assemble 
for me the whole of their collections of Pofyplacopliora, and. further, we 
assembled into one block the whole of the Au.stralasian material, both dry and 
spirit-preserved specimens. 

(1) In the whole of these collections 1 did not see a single specimen of the 
/. pallidus, Reeve, .syn. 7. ircdalci, Dupuis, which is the shell Iredale and Hull 
would have us consider to l>e lincolatus, Blainville. 

(2) Blainville distinctly states that his type of lincolatus came from ‘Tie 
King^’ and was collected by Peron and T.esueur. 

(3) There are several examples of the shell we know as the southern form 
of L crispus, Reeve, on the tablets marked as Jrom “He King,” collected by Peron 
and Lesueur. 

^ (4) The specimen mounted on one of these tablets, which has been recog¬ 

nised by Dupuis, Lamy, and the writer as Blainville’s type of lincolatus, is one of 
these examples and exactly agrees with Blainville’s description, both in colour, 
aedpture, and markings, the numerous striae mentioned being most apparent on 
this specimen. 

05) M. Dupuis gave me four examples that had been collected on King 
Xsiknd by Peron and Lesueur; three of them are the southern form of crispus, 
R^eve, the other is Ischnochiton (Heterosona) subviridis, Iredale and May; 



also In faded kik on the inside of the shdl of one of the former arc the words 
“He King.” 

The position taken by Iredale and Hull amseers to me q^te untenable; they 
would have us recognise as Blainvtile's type of Hneotatus, yfhkh Blamville states 
came from Kit^ Jslandi a spcde$ which is tmffipresented in the Paris collections 
Further, they would have us consider that the shells, whldi Lamy, Dupuis, and 
Ashby recognise as Blainvitle's lineolahu, and which specimens are clearly marked 
(in some cases evidently in the hand-writing of one of the collectors) as coming 
from King Island, are not that shell at all, but another species described by 
Blainville under the name elongntus, but of which the locality was quite unknown 
to Blainville. 

Iredale and Hull then would have us believe that these specimens that are 
so clearly marked as from King Island did not come from that place at all, but 
came from an entirely different locality, which they designate as Kangaroo Island, 
in the State of South Australia, a contention that is unsupported by the smallest 
fact or probability. 

Noter-^li Messrs. Iredale and Hull are desirous of recognising Blainville's 
elongatus in some shell collected by Peron and Lesueur that is still preserved in 
the Paris Museum, then, as far as the description is concerned, they could well 
fix upon Ischnochiton (Heterasona) subviridis, Iredale and May, of which there 
are several examples in the collection. The one objection to this course is that 
Blainville gives no locality save “Australian Seas” for his elongatus. I personally 
agree with Pilsbry that the description of elongatus is insufficient for determina¬ 
tion. But if Iredale and Hull still desire to recognise elongatus, Blainville, as a 
known species, I designate /. subviridis Iredale and May, as the only unrecog¬ 
nised shell in the collections that I saw that will fit the description. 

The specimens referable to this species, that I examined there, are half- 
grown shells that need cleaning, and are therefore difficult of determination. 
When examining them I came to the condusion that. Blainville had probably 
considered them conspecific with his lineolalus (the southern form of crispus). 

I still think this is so, but there is still tlte possibility that he may have named 
his elongatus from a specimen of subviridis from which the locsiity tablet had 
become separated. The shell Iredale and Hull call Ischnochiton elongatus, Blain¬ 
ville, is, without doubt, as has been amply shown, Ischnochiton (Chiton) lineolatus, 
Blainville. 

Callistochiton antiquus, Reeve. T 3 rpe, from Australia. This is certainly 
conspecific with spedmen.s from Port Jackson in my own collection with which I 
compared them. 

Plaxiphora petholata, var, modesta (Cpr. MS.). Type. This is the smooth 
form wc have commonly called glauca, (^oy and Gaimard. 

Plaxiphora petholata, var. tasimnica (Cpr. MS.). Type. This is a very 
highly sculptured form with double ribs, almost like conspersa from Port Lincoln, 
but we have the same double-riUied form from Gulf St. Vincent; the type is said 
to have come friMn Tasmania. 

Plaxiphora (Chaetopleura) conspersa, Ad. and Ang. T 31 PC, frcwa Port* 
Lincoln, 26th Oct., 1870. This is the highly sculptured form of Plaxiphora 
collected by the writer at the same locaUty. 

Frembleya egregia, Adams. Type is sqpposed to have come from Australia, 
but is undoubtedly the Hew Zealand shell known under this name. 

Spongiochiton Produetus, Carpenter. Type, marked as from New Zealand, 
but is considered to have come from Afrieav Hy ik^s read, “Is smnethii^ Hke 
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0tiupidoekifon iMueatus, Sowerby, but has an irregular girdle like Lorkella or 
iPU^hetetto.’* Ine dorsal area is worn but probably had two deep longitudinal 
bordering that area, which is narrow and strongly pinnatifid. The lateral 
•nd pleural areas in productus are closely covered with very large rounded 
granules; the diagonal rib is only indicated by a wave. 

AcanthochitoH carituUus, Ad. and Ang. Type, described as from Port 
Jackson. This is a large broad shell, decorated with closely packed granules and 
having a narrow, smooth, dorsal area. Note. —Iredale believes that it is the 
British shell A, descrepans. 

Acanthochiton asbestoides. Smith. Type, from Flinders Island, Tasmania. 
Is conspeciiic with specimens in my collection from southern Tasmania, and from 
Wilson's Promontory, in Victoria. 

Acanthochiton (Notoplax) speciosus, Adams. Type, from I'asmania. This 
is the shell we know under the same name from South Australia; the coarser 
radial granules are present in the anterior valve. 

Acanthochiton (Notoplax) costatus, Ad. and Ang I'ype In one example 
the diagonal rib is furnished with small granules, in the other these granules are 
long and coalesced. In both, the radial ribs in the anterior valves are composed 
of long, coalesced granules. 1 have similar specimens from New South Wales. 

Choriplax grayi. Ad. and Ang. Type, from Port Jackson. 'I'liis differs 
from Choriplax pattisoni, Ashby, in that it is very much longer and narrower 
in proportion, it is more arched than pattisoni, and the articulamentum is barely 
joined across the central line, whereas in pattisoni, the heart-shaped tegmentum 
is placed well back from the edge of the articulamentum. 

Whereas I described Choriplax pattisoni as a sub.species of grayt, the exam¬ 
ination of the unique specimen of the latter in the British Museum determines 
me to recognise it as a distinct species. We have, therefore, this interesting fact, 
that this remarkable genus is only known from two specimens, one collected by 
Angas at Port Jackson in 1864, and the other collected by Pattison at Cape 
Banks, in South Australia, in 1921, and that these unique specimens represent 
two distinct species. In the paper accompanying the description of C. pattisoni 
(Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Austr., vol. xlv., 1921, pp. 136-142, pi. ix.) the writer shows 
that the true place in the Natural Taxis of this genus is near to the North 
American genus Cryptochiton. Instead of the insertion plates being absent in 
Choriplax, as was thought by earlier writers, they are highly developed, the slits 
have become obsolete, an extension of the girdle mantle covering the whole of 
the upper shell, except the heart-shaped fragment of the subobsolete tegmentum. 
In Cryptochiton we have the same highly developed insertion plates, 
the Slits have become subobsolete, the tegmentum has become completely 
obsolete, and a similar extension of the girdle mantle covers the whole 
of the u{^r shell. It is not necessary to assume that the one genus has been 
derived through the other, but I consider that both are specialised forms derived 
from an Acanthoid stock, and would suggest that the extraordinary modifica¬ 
tions of structure that are common to both have been brought about independently 
ftlong parallel lines through a process of adaptation to very similar ecological 
conditions. 

Chiton (Rhyssoplax) aureo-maculata. Bednall and Matthews. The type was 
lost; the sp>Mimen sent by the authors as being the same as the type is a variety 
of trkostalis, Pilsbry, and I consider that aurco-maculala is onl) a colour variety 
tti that species. 

Syphcarochiton (Chiton) sincloki. Gray. Type from New Zealand sent by 
Dr. S^lair and figured in “Voyage of Erebus and Terror.” The type is similar 
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to shells in my collection from Doubtless Bay, New Zealand, except a little faded. 
I could not separate them from some of the smooth forms from Tasmania. 
Iredale informed me that in New Zealand the highly sculptured form never varies 
into sinclairi. I consider that the forms grade into one another in I'asmania, 
but the sinclairi from the Dominion are a little more carinated than most of the 
Tasmanian shells, but in selected examples they can almost, if not qtiite, be 
paired. Iredale also stated that the girdle scales in sinclairi arc always polished. 

Amaurochiton glaucus, Gray. Type. This is undoubtedly the shell we know 
under this name from New Zealand and Hobart, Tasmania. 

Lorica volvox, Reeve. Probably the type, but is now marked cimolca, from 
Sydney. It agrees with the figure in “( onch. Icon., Reeve,” and is a typical 
Port Jackson shell which we know under the same name. 

Lorica cimolea, Reeve. Probably the type. It corresponds with the shells 
we know under this name from South Australia. 

},oricella angasi, H. Adams. Type. This is evidently a washed shore shell, 
showing some of the finger-like processes at the girdle margin, but all “spear¬ 
head” spicules are missing. 

Acanthopleura (Chiton) cumminghami. Reeve. Type. This shell is said 
to have come from Australia, btU it is not the shell known as Acanthopleura 
gemmata, Blainvillc; has a diflFerent insertion plate in the tail valve, is of the 
Amphitomura type, and cannot be considered an Australian shell. 

Tonicia (Lucilina) truncata, Sowerby. Type, 1841. The sculpture of the 
pleural area is very similar to delecta, Thiele, only smoother; there is no radial 
ribbing in the lateral area, the broken diagonal rib in the median valves is dupli¬ 
cated at the posterior margin, the trough between these two ribs being densely 
sprinkled with eye spots. 

Tonicia (Lucilina) carpenteri, Angas, 1867. Type, said to be from Port 
Jackson; the pleural area is the same as delecta and the lateral area .shows 
ribbing. 

Tonicia (Lucilina) fortilirata, Reeve, 1847. 'fype, from Torres Strait. 
Both lateral and pleural areas are similarly sculptured to delecta, but the sculpture 
is a little stronger. 

Tonicia picata, Reeve, now shirleyi, Iredale, the name picata having been 
preoccupied. This is a smoother form than the preceding and appears conspecific 
with truncata, Sowb., but as the latter came from the Philippines and shirleyi 
from Queensland, it may be preferred to retain shirleyi as a separate race. 

Tonicia jugosulcata (Cpr. MS.). Type. This specimen has not a truncated 
tail valve and belongs to a different group to the foregoing; it is alleged to have 
come from Tasmania, but the locality is probably incorrect, is most likely non- 
Australian. 

In conclusion.— -We find that the northern forms of Tonicia very variable, 
and it is quite possible that there exist intermediate grades from the highly 
sculptured fortulirata through delecta, carpenteri, shirleyi to truncata, all having 
a similar truncated tail valve, but for the present it seems desirable to recognise 
two Australian forms of this type:— 

(1) Tonicia (Lucilina) fortulirata, Reeve, 1847 (Conch. Icon., pi. 18, f. 112), 
with syn. carpenteri, Angas, 1867, and 83 m. delecta, Thiele, 1911. 

(2) Tonicia (Lucilina) truncata, shirleyi, Iredale, syn. picata, Reeve. No. 1 
representinjc the highly sculptured varieties and No. 2 the smoother, but both 
groups having similarly truncated tail vtfives. 
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The third recognised Australian Tonicia is hullianus, Torr, which is a 
distinct type, up till the present only known from the type example collected by 
Dr. Torr in south-western Australia, and a second specimen collected by the 
writer in the same locality. 

Oniihochiton (Chiton) rugulosus, Angas, 1867. Type, from Port Jackson. 
This is conspecific with examples in my collection from the same locality and was 
described by Gould, in 1846, under the name qnercinus. 

Onithochiton (Chiton) incci, Reeve. Type, from I'orres Strait. This also 
in conspecific with shells from Port Jackson, known as Onithochiton qnercinus, 
Gould. 

Onithochiton (Chiton) lyelli, Sowerby, 1832. Type was from Pitcairn 
Island. Although it is near qnercinus, Gould, it appears a distinct species. I 
saw specimens from Perth, presented by Gould; these are evidently Thiele's 
scholvieni, 

Sclerochiton miles and other types have been dealt with in earlier papers by 
the writer. 
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ABSTRACT. OP PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
(Incorporated) 

FOR THE Year November 1, 1923, to October 31, 1924. 


Ordinary Meeting, November 8 , 1923. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Papers. —^“The Ecology ot the Eucalyptus Forests of the Mount Lofty 
Ranges,” by R. S. Adamson, M.A., B.Sc., and Professor T. G. B. Osborn, D.Sc. ; 
“R&ume of H. R. Marston’s report on his researches on the Azine and Azoniuin 
Precipitates of the Proteolytic Enzyime Trypsin,” communicated by Professor T. 
B. Robertson. {See vol. xlvii., p. 400.] 

Exhibits. —Mr. A. M. Lea exhibited the following insects:—(1) A number 
taken in ants* nests; (2) A collection made by Professor F. Wood Jones; 
.(3) Moths from Fiji very destructive to cocoanuts. 

Ordinary Meeting, Aprii, 10, 1924. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Resignation. —Mr. A. M. Lea resigned his position on the Council, as he 
was leaving the State for a year to undertake an investigation for the Fijian 
Government. The resignation was accepted, and Sir Joseph Verco, F.R.C.S., 
was elected in his stead. 

Invitations. —From Royal Society, London, inviting our Fellows to attend 
any of its meetings during this year without introduction; also from the Franklin 
Institute askina for a representative to attend its Centenary celebrations next 
September. The President reported that during the recess we had been^asked 
to send a representative to the Centenary in May of the Linnaean Society, 
Normandy, and of the Society of Antiquaries, Normandy, and to the seven- 
hundredth anniversary of the University of Naples; also to the Jubilee of the 
Physical Society, London, in March.' To the last of these the Council had 
appointed our Hon. Fellow, Professor Sir W. H. Bragg, as our representative. 

Fauna and Flora Board.*— The President reported that at the invitation 
of the Government the Council had nominated for appointment on this Board 
Mr. Ed^r R. Waite, F.L.S., CM.Z.S., in place of Capt. S. A. White, C.M.B.O.U., 
who retired by effluxion of time. 

Presentation to Eotroa.—The Pbesipent read a letter from Sir Joscmh C. 
Verco referri^ to the eminent service rendered to the Society by rrofessor 
Walter Howenm, F.G.S., who had for the last 23 consecutive years, and for 
seven previous years, acted as Honorary Editor of the Socie^’s publications in 
such a way as ^o bring great credit to himself and to the Society. In slight 
recognition of his wpric he handed to the Professor a cheque which had been 
subscribed by Fellows of the Society. Professor Renhie and Dr, R, S. Rogers 
endorsed the remarks of the President. Professor Howchxn suitably responded. 
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Papers.— “Notes on Australian Crustacea, No. II,. Family Gnathiidae/’ by 
Herbert M. Hale; “Studies in Australian Aquatic Hemiptera: No. IV., The 
Corixid Genus Diaprepocoris,” by Herbert M. Hale; “Chalcidoidea and 
Proctotrupoidea from I^rd Howe and Norfolk Islands, with descriptions of New 
Genera and Species,“ by Alan P. Dodd: “The Flora and Fauna of Nuyts 
Archipelago and the Investigator Group: No. 15, The Pearson Island Rat and 
the Flinders Island Wallaby,” by F. Woon Jonfs, D.Sc., etc. 

Exhibits. —Mr. E. R. Waite exhibited an example of Dactylosargus 
arctidens, a cirrhitoid fish not previously recorded from South Australia. Mr. 
N. B. Tindale showed a collection of insects taken on Flinders Island by Pro¬ 
fessor F. Wood Jones and Dr. T, D. Campbell. A small brachelytrous cock¬ 
roach, which is also probably new, and the blue butterfly, Ziciaal labradus. Dn 
R. H, PuLLEiNE exhibited four skulls of 1'asmanian aborigines collected on his 
recent tour. 

Ordinary Meeting, May 8, 1924. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine. M.B.) in the chair. 

Elections. —W. Browne, B.A., M.B., B.Ch.; C. T. Ch. de Crespigny, 
M.D., D.Sc.; P. S. Messent, M.R., B.S.; Prof. A. J. Perkins; P. W. Rice^ 
M.B., B.S.; and Wallace Sandford, as Fellows. 

Nominations. —R. W. Segnit, B.A., B.Sc.; P. S. Hossfeld; Fred. N, Simp¬ 
son; and W. R. Cavenagh-Mainwaring, M.B., Ch.B., were nominated as Fcllows. 

I'he President reported that he had listened-in on May 6 to the annual 
address given by the President of the Royal Society of N.S. Wale.s in Sydney 
(Mr. R. H. Cambage, F.L.S.) on “Liquid Fuels.” I'he President went to the 
Adelaide Radio Company’s station at Millswood, where the address was heard 
very distinctly. It was resolved that letters of thanks be forwarded to those 
concerned. Messrs. W. J. Kimber and W. H. Baker were appointed delegates 
to the Council of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science 
Adelaide meeting, August 25-31 (inclusive), 1024. 

Papers. —“Australian Anobiides,” by A. M. Lea, F.E.S. ; Blackburniella^ 
nov. nom. for Thanasimomorpha, Blackb.,” by E A. Chapin, Ph.I)., communi¬ 
cated by A. H. Elston, F.E.S.; “Flora and Fauna of Nuyts Archipelago and the 
Investigator Group: No. 16, The Crustacea,” by H. M. Hale, 

Exhibits. —Mr. W. J. Kimber exhibited a number of .shells and fossils 
fou^d by him at Blanche Point, Port Willunga. Mr. K R. Waite exhibited, 
from the Museum, specimens of the Dummy Mourning Caps of the Murray 
River natives. Widows' caps have long been known, but objects now known to 
be dummies have not been previously identified as such. These were brought 
to the graves by relatives or friends and deposited one by one after the widow 
had placed her cap on the burial ground. Dr. R. 11. }*ullkine .showed a cylindro- 
cottical stone from Arcoona Station, near Kimba, establishing a new western 
range for these aboriginal Objects. Also specimens of a spider, Ectatostica 
troghdiies, from the Mole River caves, W.A,, two and a half inches long, and 
almost the largest in Australia. 

Ordinarv Meeting, June 12, 1924. 

The President (R. H. I’ulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Elections. — R. W. Segnit. B.A., B.Sc,; P. S. Hossfeld; F. N. Simpson; 
and W. R, Cavenagh-Mainwaring, M.B,, Ch.B., as Fellows. 

Nominations. —C. A. S. Hawker; C. Pearce; A. J. Morison; and Misa 
M. T, P. Roeger, as Fellows. 
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The late Hon. Secretary. —Dr. R. S. Rocmts, M.A., read an obituary 
notice of the late Hon. Secretary, which will be printed in the Transactions 
for 1924. 

It was resolved that the election of a Hon. Secretary be postponed until 
the Annual Meeting, and that Mr. E. H. Ising be Acting Hon. Sec. until then. 

Papers. —“Chiton Fauna (Polyplacophora) of Port Stephens, N.S. Wales,” 
by E. Ashby, F.L.S., M.B.O.U.; “Pouch Embryos of Marsupials: No. 8, 
Dendrolagus matschiei," by F. Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc.; “On the Discovery 
of Supposed Aboriginal Remains near Cornwall, Tasmania,” by R. H. Pulleine, 
M.B.; "An Unrecorded Type of Aboriginal Stone Object,” by T. D. 
Campbell, D.D.Sc. 

Exhibits. —Chitons obtained at Port Stephens by Mr. Asiibv. Paintings 
of native flowers from Port Stephens executed by Miss A. Ashby. Peculiar 
sponges of the genus Thorecta obtained by Mrs. C. Pearce at Port Willunga. A 
living blind snake (Typhlops australis) shown by Mr. E. R. Waite, who stated 
that the thorn-like scale at the end of the tail was for facilitating a passage 
through the soil. Sir Douglas Mawson showed a field microscope devised by 
Dr. Goldschmidt, of Christiana University, portable, light, and of high quality. 
Dr. Cleland exhibited a live python, 5 feet long, harmless and docile, obtained 
at Cordillo Downs; also two cylindrical aboriginal .stones, one 21| inches long, 
from near 1'inga Tingana, obtained through Mr. Patterson. Rev. J. C. Jennisjon 
showed .some rope made from the bark of a tree called by the natives of Elcho 
Island balgoro, known as the sandpaper tree. Prof. T. Harvey Johnston 
exhibited, on behalf of Dr. Cleland, a freshwater sponge from 80 miles north of 
Cooper Creek, tape worms from the dingo, and black sand-flies. 

Ordinary Meeting, July 17, 1924. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Elections. —C. A. S. Hawker; C. Pearce; A. J. Morison; and Miss M. 
T. P. Roeger, as Fellows. 

Nominations. —F. R. Guinnane and Wm. D. Walker, B.Sc., as Fellows. 

Papers. —“External Characters of Pouch Embryos of Marsupials: No. 9, 
Pkascolomys tasmaniensis" by F. Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc.; “Some New Records 
of Fungi for South Australia, Part 3,” by Geoffrey Samuel, B.Sc., etc. < 

Exhibits. —^A volume (No. 2) of some South Australian structural geology 
photogfraphs, presented to the Society by Mr. J. Greenlees, c/o Amalgamated 
Zinc Co., Broken Hill, Dr. T. D. Campbell showed a series of marked stones 
from Normanville, possibly indicating glacial action. Dr. Pulleine exhibited 
two stones from Normanville, also one hand axe and three choppers from Tas¬ 
mania. Dr. A. M. Morgan showed a slate object from Normanville, also a 
stone axe and rough chopper from near Robe. Mr. E. R. Waite, on behalf of 
the Museum, exhibited a series of Australian River tortoises, and drew attention 
to certain peculiarities in their structure, features found only in another genus 
from South America. Professor W. Howchin exhibited the internal cast of a 
large fowil gasteropod shell, probably Pleurotomaria, obtained from the older 
marine Tertiary of South Australia, which showed that during the life of the 
mollusc the shell had been riddled by the small boring sponge Cliona, which is 
easily recognised from its pin-shaped spicules. Professor Howchin also showed 
what were equivalent to money tokens as used in the islands of New Guinea; 
low values are represented in small perforated circular discs, made from shells, 
28 of which, according to the Rev. J. R, Andrew (who presented thm to him)' 
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represent a value of about 7s. 6d.; larger values, by highly finished and polished 
stone implements, not used as tools, one of which, equal to about 30s., was shown. 
This is an interesting example of primitive forms of exchange; it is not barter, 
which is an exchange of commodities, but a conventional system of exchange 
based on the equivalent of work represented in the objects used for payment, 

Orjunary Meeting, August 14, 1924. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Et-KcnoNS.—F. R. Guinnanc and W. D. Walker, H.Sc., as I'ellows 
Paper, —'‘On the Specialized Incivsor Teeth of .some of the Didactylous 
Marsupial.s/* by Professor F. Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc. 

Exhibits. —Dr. Lendon exhibited two pieces of pottery made by the so- 
called cave-dwellers at Atalaya, in the Grand Canary, who are said to be a 
remnant of the aborigines, the (iiianches; also fragments of pottery from the 
excavations at Knossos, in Crete, on the site of the I’alace of Minos. Mr. W. 
j. Kimrkr show’cd, from Port Lincoln, a series of Scapha fiiltjeirum. South Aus¬ 
tralia's largest volute. Mr. E. Ashby exhibited a large collection of Central 
and South American Trogonidae, which arc distinguished from the Picarian 
families chiefly by the structure of the tendons of the fool. Mr. 1\ S IIossfeld 
showed several specimens from Ardrossan illustrating the varu‘iy of rocks in 
which T urritellae arc found, and also one of silicified wood covered with small 
quartz crystals. Mr. II. M. Male exhibited the common “vahhieT Parachaeraps 
bicarinatus, one specimen showing adaptation of colour to environment, another 
carrying young beneath the abdomen (not hitherto recorded), and a third .show¬ 
ing malformed chelae, the result of injury received .soon after moulting. Dr. T. 
1). Campbem. showed a number of w^urked .stones’from the native camp near the 
rifle butts at Fulham, chiefly .scrapers and miniature chipped knives Dr. 
Pulleine showed a pod of sea island cotton from the Northern 1‘erritory, and 
a cylindro-conical stone from Menimlie, N.S. Wales. Mr. N. R Tindale 
exhibited some imdules of calcified sand found at Ceduna, West Coast, together 
with recent ones containing the remains of beetles, showing that the nodules are 
the calcified pupal ca.ses of the weevil, Lepiops duponti. 

Informal Meeting, September 11, 1924. 

The President (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

As three full days' notice had not been given, this could not be an ordinary 
meeting of the Royal Society. It was resolved that the Papers be read and laid 
on the table, and be formally accepted as read at the next meeting. 

Nomination.- —1. G. Symons, as Fellow. 

Papers, —"South Australian Expedition to Observe the Total Solar Eclipse 
on September 21, 1922, at Cordillo Downs, far N.K. of South Australia," by 
Kerr Grant, M.Sc., and G. F. Dodwell; "Revision of the Australian Elateridae 
(Coleoptera), Part 1.," by A. H. Elston, F.E.S. ; "The Relations between Dis¬ 
tribution, Structure, and Transpiration of Arid South Australian Plants," by 
J, G, Wood, B.Sc.; "Notes on Australian Crustacea. No. 3," by H. M, Hale; 
"New Genera and Species of Australian Stone-flies," by R. J. Tillyard, M.A., 
D.Sc,, etc,, communicated by E. R. Waite, F.L.S. 

Exhibits, —Mr, E. R. Waite, on behalf of the S,A. Museum, showed the 
cast of an egg of the Deinosaur from Mongolia, sent by the American Museum 
of Natural History; also a skeleton of the Ixiggerhead Turtle (ThcUassochelys 
caretta) from Port Noarlunga, a new record for South Australia, and a skeleton 
of a Green Turtle (Chelone mydas) for comparison. 



Annum. MsfetiNa, Ocroiws 9, 1924. 

The Pkbsident (R. H. Pulleine, M.B.) in the chair. 

Election. —I. G. Symons, as Fellow. 

The Annum Report and Financial Statement were read and adopted. 

It was moved—^"That a motion be placed on record that the position of 
President be held for one year only." An amendment was carried—^“That con¬ 
sideration of the matter be deferred for twelve months." 

Election of Officers. —^The following officers were elected for 1924-25:— 
President, Prof. Sir Douglas Mawson, D.Sc., F.R.S., etc.; Vice-Presidents, R. H 
Pulleine, M.B., and Prof. T. G. B. Osborn, D.Sc.; Members of Council, Prof 
Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc.. Prof. J. B. Qeland, M.D., and L Keith Ward; Hon 
Treasurer, B. S. Roach; Hon. Secretary, C. Fenner, D.Sc. 

Papers. —“The Relation of Climate to the Spread of Prickly Pear,” 
by Professor T. Harvey Johnston. M.A., D.Sc ; “Further Discoveries 
of Glacial Features near Hallett’s Cove,” by Professor Walter Howchin, 
F.G.S.; "Additions to the Flora of South Australia, No. 22,” by J. M. Black; 
“Australian Ftmgi, Notes and Descriptions, No. 5,” by Professor J. B. Cleland, 
M.D.; “Notes on the Types of Australian Polyplacophora in the British Museum,” 
by Edwin Ashby, F.L.S.; “Further Notes on Australian Polyplacophora, with 
descriptions of Three New Species,” by Edwin Ashby, F.L.S.; "On a Notable 
Monazite-bearing Pegmatite, near Normanville,” by R. Grenfell Thomas, B.Sc. ; 
“Anthropometric and Descriptive Observations on some South Australian 
Aboriginals,” by Professor F. Wood Jones, D.Sc., etc., and Dr. T. D. Campbell 


ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR Year ended September 30, 19M. 

During the year many important contributions in Natural Science were 
placed before the Society. In Botany, bv Professor Osborn, J. M. Black, J. G. 
Wood, and E. H. Ising; in Mammalology, by Professor Wood Jones; in 
Entomology, by A. M. Lea, H. M. Hale, and A. H. Elston; in Anthropology, by 
Professor Wood Jones, Dr. T. D. Campbell, and Dr. R. H. Pulleine. Professor 
Howchin and Mr. R. G. 'Hiomas presented papers on Geological features; Mr. E. 
Ashby continued his contributions on Polyplacophora; and Dr. Qeland on Fungi. 
Professor Kerr Grant gave an interesting account of the Eclipse Expedition to 
Cordillo Downs. A great number of interesting exhibits were tabled during the 
year. 

The Library received two important donatidns during the year, one being 
a nearly complete set of Proceedings presented by the Royal Geographic^ 
Society; and a splendid reference map of South Australia, presented by the 
Minister of Crown Lands (Hon. G. R. Laffer), thro%h the Surveyor-Graeral. 

Nothing has so far been done to provide additional shelving for our expandii^r 
Library, and as all available accommodation is taken up, this vnll require attention 
during the coming year. Fully 50 per cent, more shaving is urgently required. 

Messrs. W. H. Baker and W. J. Kimber were elected as Delegates from our 
Society to the Council of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of 
Science, at the Adelaide meeting, in August of this year. 

Sir Joseph Verco, on his return from abroad, was elected to the Council in 
the place of Mr. A. M. Lea, who resigned in April owing to absence from the 
State. 



Tbe death of Mr. Walter Rutt, C.E., for many years our invaluable 
Secretary and the oldest Fellow of the Society, occurred in May, 1924. Dr. R. 
S. Rogers is contributing a biographical notice of the deceased in this volume. 
Another Fellow, Dr. Melville Birks, elected in 1921, passed away during the year. 

The attendances at meetings of Council have been as followsProf. 
Howchin and Mr. Roach, 9; Prof. Wood Jones. Dr. Rogers, and Dr. Pulleine, 7; 
Prof. Oslwrn and Mr. Waite, 6; Profs. Cleland and Robertson, 5; Sir Joseph 
Verco and Sir Douglas Mawson, 4; the late Hon. Secretary, 4; Mr. Lea, 2. 

Our present membership comprises 7 Honorary Fellows, 4 Corresponding 
Members, and 109 Fellows 


Robert Pullrine, President. 

E H. liiNfi, Acting Hon. Secretary. 
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DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

FOR THE Year ended Seftembex 30, 1924. 

Transactions, Journals, Reports, etc., 
presented by the respective governments, societies, and editors. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911-14. Scientific reports, ser. C, v. 3, 
pt. 3; 6, pt. 6. Syd. 1923. 

Australasian Association for Advancement of Science. Rep., v. 16. 
Australian Institute of Mining. Proc., no. 49-52. Melb. 1923. 
Australian Journal of Experimental Biology, no. 1-3. Adel. 1924. 
Australia. Census and Statistics. Yearbook, no. 16. Melb. 1923. 

- Dept, of Health. Service publication, no. 2-6, 8. Melb. 

- Fisheries. Bull., v. 5, pt. 3. Melb. 

- Institute of Science and Industry. Bull. 26. Report 2. 

. NationcU Research Council. Sci. abstracts, v. 2, no. 4; 3, no. 1-3. 

-Power resources of the Oimmonwealth. Syd. 1924. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Adelaide University. Animal Products. Report 3. 1923., 

Public Library, Museum, and Art Gallery of Sj\. Report, 1923. 

-Records of S.A. Museum, v. 2, no. 4. Adel. 1924. 

South Australia. Dept, of Mines. Review, no. 38-39. Adel. 1923. 

- Geological Survey. Report, 1922. Adel. 

- Woods and Forests. Report, 1922-23. Adel. 

South Australian Naturalist, v. 5, no. 1-4. Adel. 1923-24. 

South Australian Ornithologist, v. 7, pt. 3-7. Adel. T923-24. 

South Australian School of Mines. Report, 1923.- Adel. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Australian Museum. Museum magazine, v. 1, no. 10; 2, no. 1-3. 

-Records, v. 13, no. 7; 14, no. 2-3. Report, 1923. Syd. 

Linnaean Society of N.S.W. Proc., v. 48, pt. 3; 49, pt. 1-2. Syd. 

Maiden, J. H. Critical revision of the genus Eucalyptus, pt. 62. 

-Forest flora of N.S.W., v. 8, pt. 4-6. Syd. 1^3-24. 

New South Wales, Board of Fisheries. Re^rt, 1922. Syd. 

- Botanic Gardens. Report, 1921-22. Syd. 

- Dept, of Agriculture. Gazette, v. 34, pt, 10-12; 35, pt. 1-9. 

- Dept, of Mines. Report, 1923. Syd. 1924. 

- Geological Survey. Bull., no, 4-5, 8, .suppi, Syd. 1923. 

- Public Library. Report^ 1922-23. Syd. 

Royal Society of N.S.W. Journ., v. 56-57. 1922-23. Syd. 

Royal Zoological Society of N.S.W. Austral, zool,, v. 1-2; 3, pt, 1-6, 
Technological Museum. Bull,, no, 6, 8-9. Syd. 1923-24. 

QUEENSLAND. 

Queensland. Dept, of Agriculture. Joum., v. 20-21; 22, pt. 1-3. 

- Geologi(eU Survey. Publications, no. 274. Brisb. 1923. 

Queensland Museum. Mem., v, 8, pf. 1. Brisb. 1924. 

Royal Society of Queensland. Proc., v. 35. Bri$b. 1924, 
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TASMANIA. 

May, W. L. Check-list of mollusca of Tasmania. Hobart. 

Royal Society of Tasmania. Proc., 1923. Hobart. 1924. 

Tasmania. Dept, of Mines. Underground water paper, no. 3. 

- Geological Survey. Bull., no. 33-34. Hobart. 1923. 

-Mineral resources, No. 7. Hobart. 1922. 

VICTORIA. 

Royal Society of Victoria. Proc., v. 32, pt. 2; 36. Melb. 1920-23. 
Scientific Australian, v. 29, no. 5-12; 30, no. 1-5. Melb. 1923-24. 
Victoria. Dept, of Agriculture. Joum., v. 21, pt. 10-12; 22, pt. 1-9. 

- Geological Survey. Bull., no. 42, 46-47, and maps. Melb. 

Victorian Naturalist, *v. 40; 41, no. 1-5. Melb. 1923-24. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

Royal Society of W.A. Journ., v. 9, pt. 2. Perth. 1923. 

Western Australia. Dept, of Agriculture. Xourn., v. 1, pt. 1-3. 1924. 

—-Geological Survey. Bull., no. 89. Perth. 1924. 

ENGLAND. 

British Antarctic Expedition, 1910-13. Meteorology, v. 1-3. 

- Physiography, Robertson Bay, Terra Nova Bay. Beardmore Glacier, 

Ross Archipelago. Lond. 1923. 

British Empire Exhibition, 1924. Handb. to exhib. of pure science. 

British Museum (Nat. Hist.). Economic .ser., no. 13. Lond. 1922. 
- Selous collection catalogue. Lond. 1921. 

Cambridge Philosophical Society. Proc., v. 21, pt. 6; 2, pt. 1. 1923-24. 

-Trans., v. 23, no. 2-3. Camb. 1924. 

- Biological Science. Proc., v. 1, no. 1-2. Camb. 1923. 

CoNCHOLOGiCAL SOCIETY. Joum., V. 17. iio. 3-5. Ixjnd. 1923-24. 

Dove Marine Laboratory. Report, 1923. Cullercoats. 

Entomological Society. Trans., 1923, pt. 1-4. Lond. 1923-24. 

Geological Society. Geological literature. 1915-19, 1923. 

--Joum., V. 79, pt. 3-4; 80, pt. 1-2. l.on(lon. 1923-24. 

Hill Museum. Bull., v. 1, no. 3. Witley. 1923-24. 

Imperial Bureau of Entomology. Review, v. 1-5; 11; 12, pt. 1-7. 

Imperial Institute. Bull., v. 21; 22, no. 1. Lond. 1923-24. 

Linnaean Society. Journ., bot. no. 309-10; zool.. no. 235-9. 

- Proc., 1922-23. List, 1923-24. l.ond. 

Liverpool Biological Society. Trans., v. 37. 1923. 

Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society. Mem., v. 67, pt. 2. 
National Physical Laboratory, Collected researches, v. 17. 1922. 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.. Bull., 1923. l^ml. 1924. 

Royal Geographical Society. Journ., v, 62-63 ; 3 vols. of Indexes. 

Royal Microscopical Society. Journ., 1923; 1924, pt. 1-2. Ixmd. 

Royal Society. Proc., A724-36; B666-78. Yearbook, 1924. Lond. 

United Empire, v. 14, no. 9-12; 15, no. 1-8. Lond. 1923-24. 

SCOTLAND. 

Edinburgh Geol6gical Society. Trans., v. 11, pt. 2. 1923. 

Royal Physical Society. Proc., v. 20, pt. 6. Edin. 1923. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh. Proc., v. 43, pt. 2-3; 44, pt. 1. 1923-24. 

,-Trans., v. 53, pt. 2; 54, pt. 1. Edin. 1924. 
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IRELAND. 

Royal Dublin Society. Scimtific proc„ v. 17, ao. 1141. 1922-23. 

Royal Iwsh Acawsmy. Proc., A, v. 33, pt. 6; 36, pt. 5-7; B, v. 33, pt. 4-6; 
36, pt. 4-11; C, y. 33, pt. 12-19; 36, pt. 10-19. Dubl, 1917-24. 

ARGENTINE. 

Academia Nacional de Ciencias. Bull., t. 26; 27, pt. 3. Cordoba. 

AUSTRIA. 

Akademie der WissENSCHAFTEN. Sitz., Abt. 1, Bd. 130, H. 10; 131, H. 1-10; 
132, H. 3-8; Ila, Bd. 131-2; lib, Rd. 131, H. 2-10; 132, H. 1-6; III, 
Bd. 130-31. 

Geologische Staatsanstalt. Verb., 1923; 1924, no. 2-6. Wien. 
Naturhistorischen Hofmuseums. Ann., Bd. 36-37. Wien. 1923-24. 
Zool.-Bot. Gesellschaft. Verb., Bd. 64-69. Wien. 1914-19. 

BELGIUM. 

Acaoemie Royale de Belgique. Ann. 1924. Brux. 

- Classe des Sciences. Bull., 1923. Brux. 

-Mem. in 4°, t 5, f. 2-6; in 8“, t 7. f. 4-12. 1923-24. 

Instxtut Royal MiiTiioROLOoiQUE. Ann., 1914-20. Brux. 

Instituts Solvay. Archives soc., t. 1, no. 2-3; 2, no. 1-3. Brux. 1923-24. 

—--Revue de I’Institut de Sociologie, 1920-23. 

MusiE Royal d' IIistoire Naturelle de Belgique. Mem. 33. Brux. 
Observatoire Royal. Annales, t. 1, f. 2. Annuaire, 1924. Brux. 

Socifirfe Royale de Botanique. Bull, t. 55; 56, f. 1. Brux. 1922-23. 
SociiTE Royale Zoologique. Ann. t. 53, 1922. Brux. 1923. 

BRAZIL. 

Instituto Oswaldo Cruz. Mem., t. 15, f. 1. Rio de Janeiro. 1922. 
Observatorio Nacional do Rio de Janeiro. Ann., 1924. 

Museu Paulista. Revista, t. 13. S. Paulo. 1923. 

CANADA. 

Canadian Arctic Expedition, 1913-18. Rep., v. 12, pt. A-C. Ottawa. 
Canada. Geological Survey. Mem. 133-7. Museum bull. 37. 

-Index to reports 1905-16; and 5 publications. 

- Mines. Publ. 555, 605, 611, 614. Ottawa. 1923. 

Canadian Institute. Trans., v. 14, pt. 2. Ottawa. 1923. 

Nova Scotian Institute of Science. Proc., v. 15, pt. 2-3. Halifax. 

Royal Society of Canada. Proc., v. 17, 1923. Ottawa. 

CHINA. 

China. Geological Survey. Palaeontologia Sinjea, A, v. 1, f. 1; B, v. 1, f. 1; 

, 2, f. 1: D. V. 1, f. 1. Peking. 1922-23. 

DENMARK. 

CoNSEiL Permanent International pour l’ Exploration de la Mer. 
Bulletin of statistics, v. 11, Cpog. 1919-20. 

-Pub. de circ., no, 82. Rapports, v. 31-32, 1922-23. 

Kobenhavn Universitets Zool. Museum. Bull. 28-31, 33-36. 
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FRANCE. 

MusfiuM National t/ Histoire Naturelle. Bull., 1923; 1924, no. 1-2. 
Rennes University. Travaux scientifiques, t. 17. 1924. 

Soci6t6 des Sciences Naturelles de r/ Quest de France. Bull. 2. 

Soci&t6 Entomologiqur de France. Ann., v. ^2; ‘>3, pi. 1-2. 1923-24. 

- Bull., 1923, no. 11-18, 21; 1924, no. 1-12, 19-20. Paris. 

SocifeTfe Geolocique de France. Bull., t. 22; 23, no. 5-8. Paris. 

- Comte rendu, 1922, no. vV17; 1923, no. 3-6, 8-11. 

Soci6te Linnkennk de Bordeaux. Actes, t. 74. 1922. 
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Zoological Survey, Annual report. 1920-23. Calc. 

-1 Account of the echinoidea, II. Calc. 1922. 



ImnAH Mumwm. Mem,, v. 5, no. 2; 7, no. 4. CMc. 1922-23. 

- Recoil, V. 21, m. 2-3; 24> pt. 4; App. A; 25, pt. 14. 

Madsas. Fisheries. Soil,, no. 15. Repwls 3-6. 1922-23. 

RoYAt Asiatic Socimr, Bombay Bb. Joum., v. 26, no. 2. 1923. 

. ITALY. 

Labosatokia m Zoouwia Genebalc e Agrabia. Bull. 16. Portlet. 
Malpighia, Anno. 29, {. 7-12. Catania. 1922-23. 

SoasrA oi Scienzi Natvrali bd Economiche. Giorn., v. 31-31. 

SocietA Italiana or Sciekze Naturali. Atti, v. 62. Milan 1924. 

JAPAN. 

Japan. Imperial Earthquake Investigation Committee. Notes, no. 4.. 

Kyoto Imperial University. College of Engineering. Mem. 3, no. 34. 

- College of Science. Mem. 6, no. 6; 7, no. 14. Kyoto. 1923-24. 

National Research Council. Jap. journ.; astron., v. 1, no. 6-7; 2, no. 1; bot., 
V. 2, no. 1; geol., v. 2, no. 2-4; physics, v. 2. Tokyo. 

T6hoku Imperial University. Sci. rep., s. 1, v. 12, no. 3; s. 3, v. 2, no. 1-2. 

-Technology rep., v. 4, no. 1. Sendai. 1924. 

T6hoku Mathematical Journal, v. 23, no. 1-2. 1923 

JAVA. 

Natuurkunuige Vereeniging in Ned.-Ind. Tijds., Deel 83-84. 
Ned.-Oost-Ind. . Mijnwesen. Jaarbook 1920-21, and atlas. 

MEXICO. 

iNSTiTtno Geol6gico de Mexico. Bull., no. 42, 47. 1923. 
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APPENDIX. 


FIELD NATURALISTS' SECTION 

OF THE 

Royal Society of South Australia (Incorporated). 


FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE Year ended August 31, 1924. 

General. —The work of the year has been well maintained, ten I-,ectures 
were given and Excursions were held fortnightly throughout the year. The 
subjects studied during the various excursions have been;—Astronomy, Sea Life, 
Physiography, Botany, Conchology, Ornithology, Fossils, and Forestry. 

Natural History Survey of the National Parks and Reserves. —An 
attempt has been made, this year, to make a survey of the local parks and 
reserves, and so far three trips have been made to the National Park, Belair, and 
one each to Morialta and Waterfall Gully. Lists of the indigenous and 
naturalised flora are being prepared, and these will be brought up to dale after 
subsequent visits. Mr. J. Sutton has offered his list of birds, and Dr. C. Fenner 
has agreed to write on the physiography and geology of the areas under survey. 
It is intended to print an account in “The S.A. Naturalist” of the work done 
with lists attached. 

Plant Survey and Herbarium. —This subcommittee has had a busy time; 
several meetings were held and the Herbarium keepers and others have accom¬ 
plished much good work in sorting out .specimens. Cardboard boxes have been 

f turchased, and Mr. J. F. Bailey has kindly presented a quantity of specimen 
olders. Specimens have been received from many parts of South Australia. 
Most of these are awaiting classification. The Royal Society granted £15 for 
this work, and about half the amount has been spent on boxes, cards, etc. 

Membership. —On October 1, 1923, there were 185 members on the roll, 
and on September 1 this year there arc 217 members. New members elected 
during the period were 43; the losses by resignation and death were several. 

Flower Show, 1923.—The net proceeds were £25 ISs. 8d. Wc are greatly 
indebted to the Ix)rd Mayor for granting the use of the Town Hall on payment 
of working expenses. Only for this the .Show would have resulted in a financial 
loss, 

Ou* Journal. —“The South Australian Naturalist” has been issued regu¬ 
larly under the capable editorship of Mr. Wm. Ham, and volume V. was com¬ 
pleted with the publication of the August number. 

Lzbrary. —Members have made good use of the books, which have so 
increased as to mdee the cupboard in which they are stored quite inadequate. 
The Librarian makes a plea for a larger and more suitable cupboard. 

(Signed) J. B. Cleland, Chairman. 

E. H. IsiNG, Hon. Sec. 
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GENERAL INDEX 


[Generic and specific names in italics indicate that the forms described are 

new to science.] 


Aborijqfinal Remains near Cornwall, Tas¬ 
mania, 83 

Aboriginal Stone Object, An Account of a 
Hitherto Unrecorded Type, 74 I 

Acacia aneura, 227; Victoriae, 228 | 

Acanthochiton asbestoides, 331; cariuatus, 
331; costatus, 319. 331; granostriatus, ' 
317; kiniberi, 317; macrocystialis, 324; 
pilsbryi, 317; retrojectus, 318; retro- 
jectus, var. pustulosus, 318; speciosus, 
331; thackxvaviy 318; variahilis, 317 
Acanthopleura cumminghami, 332 
Adamson, R. S., Ecology of the Eucalyptus 
Forests of the Mount Lcdty Ranges, 87 
Agrypnides, 196 

Amanita grossa, 237; muscaria, 237; ochro- 
phylla, 237; rubcscens, 237 
Amanitopsis vaginata, 237 
Amaurochiton glaucus, 332 
Amblyaspis flavibrunurus, 184 
Anobium augnsttfuscuvi, SO; arcolicollc, 50 
Anthropometric and Descriptive Gbserva* 
tioiis on some South Australian 
Aboriginals, 303 
Anusia viridifiava, 165 
Aplatygerrhus imperialis, 163; rcqalis, 164 
Armillaria mellea, 238 
Arysepyns citriprs, 185 
Ashby, F... Chiton Fauna of Port Stephens, 
313; Australian Polyplacophora, 323, 328. 
Exhibits: Chitons and Paintings of Native 
Flowers, 336 

Autacanohimn, 44; lanigerum, 44 
Australian Aquatic Hemiptera, 7; Colcoptera, 
IS, 65, 196; Crustacea, 2, 67, 209; Fungi, 
236; Polyplacophora, 313, 323, 328; Stone- 
Flies, 192 

Austropcrilampus, loO; A, Icai, loO 


Baryconus discolor, 177; B. vcstigialis, 179; 
vestitus, 179 

Bassia uniflora, var. inconyruens, 254 
Black, J, M., Additions to the Flora of South 
Australia, 253 

Blackburniella, 65; B, intricafa, 60 
Boletus austrofclleusi 246; caespitosus, 247; 
lacunosus, 24(); lUacino-hrmneus, 248; 
htteus, 245; mcgalosporus, 245; ovali- 
spetus, 247; portentosus, 248 
Botrytis cinerca, 160 
Brachynotus octodentatus, 69 
'Bulbostylis capillaris, 254 


Caenocara, 54; insiynicornis, 54; vigilans, 54 
Callistoehitou antiquus, 316, 330 
Callochiton platessa, 314; C. platessa, var. 
fossa, 314 

( ah mmaderus, 52; C. iiidsus, 53; incon- 
spicuus, 53; pulverulent, 52; unistriatus, 
53 

('ampbell, 'l‘. D., Account of a Hitherto 
Unrecorded Type ot Aboriginal Stone 
Object, 74 

Canlharellus lilacinus, 241 
C'halcidoidea, 162 

Chapin, K. A., Blaekburuiella, nov. nom., 
for 'rhanasimomorpha, 65 
Chiton aureo-maculata. 331 
Chiton Fauna of Port Stephens, 313 
(lioriplax grayi, 331 
Cintractia distichlydis, 15^> 

Cir<dana tvnodfoncsi, 71 
Claudopiis variahilis, 241 
Cleland, J. B., Australian Iningi. Notes and 
l)e.scriptions, 236. h'xhibit: A Live 
Python. 336 

Clibanarius strigimanus, 69 
Collybia radicata, 240; veluiipes, 240 
Copnnus comalu.s, 243; ephemerus, 243; 
niveus, 243; phcatili.s, 244; sterquilinus, 
243 

Craby/os, 217; elongatus, 218; long!- 
caudalus, 217 

Craspedochiton jaubertensis, 326; laqueatus, 
331 

Craterelhis multiplex, 251 
OatimiLis, 170; L. insularh, 171; inridinotum, 
171 

Crepidolu.s euealvpiortnn, 242; globigerus, 
242; snhhaiistellans, 242 
Cryptodromia octodentata, o9 
iVyptoplax rostratus, 319 
Cyathus Colcnsoi, 252; stercoreus. 252; 

vernico.sus, 252 
Cyclograpsus audouinii, 70 
Cyperus CIclandii, 253; C. Eragrosti.s, var. 

pauperata, 253 
Cystopus candidus, 161 


Deltocryptus, 47; D. aulacostethus, 48; 
funercus, 50; ittamoenus, 49; micro- 
scopicus, 49; punctiventris, 47; ursuSy 48; 
xylcboroidcs, 49 . 

Dendrolagus matschiei, 79 
DcroptilinuSy 40; D. granicolHs, 40 
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Dii^repocoris, 7; D. personate, 8; aealandiae, 

Dicoelocepkalus, 45; D. deeipiens, 46; grani- 
pefinis, 45; obscurus, 46 
Dinotoperla fasciata, 193 
Dodd, A. P., Chalcidoidea and Proctotrupoidea 
ftom Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands, 162 
Dorcatoma, 55; D. aniennalis, 59; aterrUna, 
60; atripennis, 60; bisuli^eps, 57; corti^ 
colts, 57; elliptica, 63: interocularist 56; 
irrasa, 57; macrops, 58; marginalis, 64; 
minima, 61; modica, 59; norfolcensis, 63; 
pUHCtilatcra, 62; punctiventrts, 61; rkiao- 
bioides, 63; simulans, 59; subcircularis, 
61; tasmaniensist 58 

Dryophilodes, 16; D. abjcctus, 35; acui- 
angulus, 28; acuticollis, 26; albatus, 33; 
apicipennis, 27; australis, 20; basicollis, \ 
24; bifoveiventris, 25; brevicollis, 28; 
brevicornis, 34; brunneipennis, 25; cribri- 
pennis, 38; eucalypti, fiainpalpis, 30; 
fumosus, 32; insignis, 20; interstitialis, 
30; latipennis, 34; latus, 22; marginicollis, 
34; melanostcthus, 31; meiaster^is, 26; 
minor, 38; multiseriatus, 34; murtnus, 26; 
niger, 32; nigrinus, 37; obscuripennis, 35; 
orthodoxus, 25; Pallidus, 39; partncollis, 
39; parvoniger, ZI ; pictus, 21; pilipcnnis, 
25; planicolHs, 37; poHtus, 37; pullatus, 
33; pulverulenttis, 30; Pyrifer, 21; ubi- 
quitosus, 35; robustus, j 2; rufobrunneus, 
29; saginifer, 21; seriatus, 29; serrkornis, 
24; subapicalis, 36; subcylindricus, 31; 
var. brunneus, 32; subhumeralis, 29; xaft- 
opacus, 38; vigilans, 36. 

Elamena unguiformis, var. longirostris, 70 
Elateridae, Australian, 196 
Elston, A. H., Revision of Australian 
Elateridae, Part 1., 196 
Eragrostfs interrupta, var. teuuissima, 253; 

E. interrupta, var. densiflora, 253 
Eremc^htla glabra, 227 
Emobius tnollis, 39 

Erysiphe cichoracearum, 160; graminis, 160; 
polygon!, 160 

Eucalyptus, Forests of the Mount Lofty 
Ranges, Ecology, 87 

Eucalyptus obliqua, 96; £. elaeophora, 108; 
leucoxylon, 110; viminalis, 114; ntbida, 
115; odorata, 115; rostrata, 117 
Euidotea bakeri, 215; peronii, 214; stricta, 214 
Eunoloperla^ 194; £. kershawi, 195 
Eustheniopsis venosa, 192 

Fistulina hepatica, 245 

Flora and Fauna of Nuyts Archipel^o and 
the Investigator Group, No. 15, rearson 
Island Rat and Flind^s Island Wallaby, 
10; No. 16, The Crustacea, 67 
Flora of South, Australia, 253 
Fomes applanatus, var. leucophaeus, 251; 
ritnosus, var» Casuartitae, 250; robustus, 
250 

Freittblcya agregia, 330 

Fungi, New South Australian Species, 149 


Glacial Features near Hallett s Cove, 297 
Glycine sericea, var. orthotricha, 256 
Gnathia, 2; G. pustulosa, 4; mulieraria, 3 

^Hadronotus terrestris, 180 
Hale, H. M., Notes on Australian Crustacea, 
No. II., 2; Studies in Au.straliau Aquatic 
Hemiptera, No. IV.. 7; Crastacca of 
Nuyts Archipelago and Investigator 
Group, 67; Notes on Australian Crustacea, 
No.*IH., 209 

Hallett^s Cove, Further Discoveries of 
Glacial Features near, 297 
Heliotropium supinum, 257 
Heterosporium gracile, 160 
Hexagona Gunnii, 251 
Hoplogryon howensis, 177 
Howchin, W., Further Discoveries of Permo- 
Carboniferous Glacial Features near Hal- 
lett's Cove, 297. Exhibits: The Internal 
Cast of a large fossil Gasteropod shell, the 
shell having been riddled by a small boring 
sponge; also, Money Tokens as used in 
New Guinea, 336 
Hetreulophus clavicornis, 173 
Hygrophorus candidus, 240; conicus, 240; 
miniatus, 240 

Indigofera enneaphylla, 256 
fsachne australis, 253 

Ischnochiton arbutum, 328; carmuktus, 329; 
cariosus, 329; castus, 328; crispus, 315, 
329; decussatus, 328; examinanefus, 315; 
fruticosus, 315; funereus, 315; lenti^' 
nosus, 316; pallidus, 329; proteus, 315, 
328; smaragdinus, 315; speciosus, 328; 
iindalei, 323; ustulatus, 328; variegatus, 
328; virgatus, 328 
Lschnoradsia australis, 316 

Jennison, J. C., Exhibit: Native Rope made 
from bark of a tree, 336 
Johnston, T. H., Relation of Climate to the 
Spread of Prickly Pear, 269. Exhibit: 
A Fresh Water Sponge, 336 
Jones, F. W., Pearson Island Rat and Flinders 
Island Wallaby, 10; Pouch Embryos of 
Marsupials, DcndrpUqnts matschiel, 79; 
Phascolomys tasmaniensis, 145; Incisor 
Teeth of Some of the Didactylous Mar* 
supials, 187; Anthropometric and Descrip¬ 
tive Observations on Some South Aus¬ 
tralian Aboriginals, 303 

Kimber, W. J., Exhibits: Collection of Shells 
and Fossils, 335, 337 
Kochia planifolia^ 2Z? 


Lacon, 197 ; L. adustus, 205; applanatus, 206; 
arbitrarius, 208; assus, 198; b^ncr, 208; 
caliginosus, 197; carinulatus, ^1; castel- 
naiti, 200; commuiabilu, 207; con- 
spiekfidus, 206; costipeimit^ 198; crassusr 
200; divaricattts, 200; duboolayi 200; 
duplex, 199; fartnensu, 198; 
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201; gibbus, 200; granulatus, 200; 

guttatus, 109; impressicollis, 202; incultus, 
; lacrymosus, 199; laticollis, 198; 
lindensis, 199; mansuetus, 198; mar- 
moratus, 199; murraycnsis, 199; ortho- 
derus, 204; pt*rpJcxus, 202: plagiatus, 
201; pleurcticus, 201; piirriginosus, 199; 
princeps, 200; productiis, 203; scopulost4j!, 
204: sculptus, 200; socius, 198; sub- 
martnoratust 205; ursulus, 198; validus, 
203; variahilis, 200; varioliis, 201; vic¬ 
tor iac% 199 

Lasioderma serricorm*, 39 
Lcci, A. M., On Australian Anofjiides 
(Coleoptera), 15; Exhibits of Insects, 
334 

I«eandcr litorcus, 98; screnus, f>8 
Lclaps truncatipcmtiSf 167 
Lendon, A. A., Exhil)it of Pottery made l>y 
the so-called cave-dwellers at Atalaya. in 
the (irand Canary, 337 
Lcpidopleurus liadius, 314 
Leotia marcida, 252 

Lcpiota cepaestipcs, 238; onstata, 238; 

Morgani, 238; naucina, 238; procera, 238 
L^tograpsus variegatus, 69 
Litochcira bispinosa, 69 
l^cllinia australicnsis, 242 
I^ranthus quandang, 230 
lx)rica ciinolea, 332; volvox, 321, 332 
Loricella angasi, 332; torri, 321 


Macrophoma olcac, 160 
Marasmius cqui-crinis, 240; foetidus, 240 
Mawson, D., Exhibit: A Portable Field 
Microscope, 336 

Meetings, Ordinary, 334; Informal, 357 ; 
Aimual, 338 

Metapelma westwoodi, 164 
Monazite-Bearing Pegmatite. 258 
Montagnites Candollci, 244 
Mycena galcriculata, 239; tenerrima, 239, 
viscido-cruenta, 239 


Naxia aurita, 70 
Ncapterolelaps leai, 168 
Neastacilla algntsis, 212 
Ntdttia microcarpa, 252 


Ooiphalia chromacca, 239 
Onithochiton incei, 333; lyelli, 333; quercinus, 
321; ritgulosus, 333 
Ophalosia leai, 169 

Osborne, T. G. B., Ecology of the Eucalyptus 
Forests of the Mount I-ofty Ranges, 87 
O^ius tnincatus, 69 


PagurtBtes sukatus, 69 
Panaeolus retirugis, 243 
Pandalus leptorhynchus, 67; P. leptorhynchus, 
var. gibber, 68 

Parastacilla, P, trucutenta, 210; bakcri, 
211 


Paridotca, 221 ; P. munda, 221 ; ungulata, 221 
Pentidotoa australis, 220 
Permo*Carboniferous Glacial Features near 
Tlallett’s Cove, 2*^7 
Peronospora parasitica, 161 
Phaenopria norfolcensis, 181 
Phalloideae australicnsis, 251 ; rubicimdns, 
var. gracilis, 251 
Pliascoloniy.s tasinaniensis, 145 
Fhyllanthus thynioides, var. parviflorns, 237 
Pilumnijs tomeiitosus, 69 
Plaxiphora albida, 316; coiispersa, 330; 
])etholata, var. modesta, 330; var. tas- 
inanica, 330 

Plet)sp<ira herbarum, 160 
Pluchea rubclliflora, 257 
Pc»lycysti)m\'ia b(Micbca, 172 
Polyporus concresceiis, 250; citreus, 250; 
pelU'.s, 249; rul)idns, 250; sordcntulus, 
250; trabeus, 250; Victorieiisis, 250 
Polyslictus cinnabarinii.s, 251 
Pricklv Pear, Relation of C'liniate to Spread 
of,'269 

Proctotrupoidea, 162 

Pronus marmoratus, 51; subhutiuTalis. 51 
Pseudanogmus fasciipennis, 172 
Psendoccraphron, 175; P. pulcx, 175 
Puccinia aucta, 150; hassiac, 150; bromina, 
152; cacao, 152; caUdidi.s, 152; cyno- 
duntis, 152; Dampierae, 152; graminis, 
152; hypuchoeridis, 152; kochiae, 152; 
lolii, 153; longispora, 154; Morrisoni, 154; 
Osbonti, 154; saccardoi, 156; snbnitcns, 
156; Tasnianica, 156; xanthosiae, 156 
Pulleine, R., Aboriginal Remains near Corn¬ 
wall, Tasmania, 83. Exhibits: Skulls of 
Tasmanian AI)origincs, 335; Cylindro- 
conical stone from Arcoona Station and 
a Spider from Mole River Caves, 335 
Pnltenaea dcnlala, 256 


Kanunculus parviflorus, var. glahrcsccns, 254 
Rattus murrayi, 10 

Rhyssoplax carnosus, 320; coxi, 320; Jugosus, 
319; transliicens, 320; vauclusensis, 320 
Rogers, R. S., Obituary Notice, Walter Rutt, 
1842-1924, 1 

Rutt, W., Obituary Notice of, 1 


Samuel, G., E'ungi of South Australia, 149 
Schizophrys aspera, 70 
Schoenus fluitans, 254 
Sclcrochiton miles, 333 
Sclcrodermus norfolcensis, 184 
Secretipcs, 43; S, latericollis, 44; .ran- 
thorrhoeac, 43 
Senecio magnificus, 229 
Septoria apii, 160; urticac, 160 
Sorosporium piluliformis, 159 
Spanioccrca iasmanica, 195 
Spilomicrus hoivensis, 182 
Spongiochiton productus, 330 
Stcnochiton juloides, 328 
Stereum mcmbranaceum, 251 
Strobilomyces Ooccopus, 245; pallescens, 245 



Swaiil»on«^ tampesftii. 25>; 

254; microcaiyx, %5; retknkiki, 285; 
stipttiurU, iS6; vUlptat 254; vMHs, 255 
Sympiesomorplm norf^lcemit, 173 
SytK^ytrhjm impilkt^ 161 
Synischia. 218; 5. itwdtnsU, 219 
Sy^rpeiliton pellis-^serpenti^, 320; siiKlaift, 


Tastncftobtum, 42; T. fnimicum, 43 
Tasmanoperlt mficasUt, 193 
Teeth of Some Dhlect^lous Marsupimts^ 187 
Tephrosia sf^uterospora, 256 
Tetramopria piana, 181 
Tetratheca hahnaturiuo, 256 
Thanasimomorpha, 65 
Thaamatoperla robtista, 192 
THotnas, R. G., Monatlte-Bearing Pegmatite 
near Norittaiiville, 258 
Thylogale flwderjn, 12 
Tinelta fusca, 160 

Tillyard, R. J., Australian Stone-Fllea (Order 
Perlaria), 192 

Tindale, K. B., Eahihit: Collection of Insects, 
335 

Tolyposporium bnrsuni, 160; juncopfiilutn, 160 

Tomocera califonuca, 169 

Totikia cairpenteri. 332; fortnUrata, 332; 

jugoMfcam, 332; pksata, 332; truticata, 332 
Ttfoli^ts howensis, 183 
Trkhinhitn heHpleroides, ear. mino^ZSi 
Triinortis hoi, 176; norf&tcemis, W 


T^ikoioptrln, 193; T. mdralk^ iMi ieraraia. 
194 

Trypopitys tmriHmMtIaim, 41; pietipeHnis^ 
4i: miif0rmi^, 42 


Upogebia bowerbankii, 69 

Uromyeea atrklicis, 186; phyBodiortita, 157; 

salsolae, 157; eesienkisus, 157 
Ufotnyeladinm notablk, 158; Tepperianam, 

Usttlago bromivora, 160; comburctwi 160; 
hydroptperis, var. coltittielH’Ccra, 160 


Volvaria bombycina, 241; gloiocephala, 241; 
parvula, 241; sp^ma, 241 


Waite, E. R., Kahibits: A CirrWtok! Fish 
iK)t previously recorded from South Aus- 
tralia, 335 ; Duttwtiy klourmna Capa of 
Murray Rhrer Natives, 336; A Living 
Blind Snake, 336 AustYglkm River Tor¬ 
toises, 336; Cast of ati Egg of a 
Ddnosaur from Mongolia* 337 
Wood, J. G., nistributioii, S^meture, and 
Transpiration of Arid South Australian 
Plants, 226 


Zcnobiatia phrygmea, 223 
Zy^phyllum c<rmpr0ssHm, 


256; 


icsquoruWf 
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